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Let There Be No Petitio? on
. Behalf of thg Taft Electors
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EITHER sound politics nor sound morals fgrtiﬁ_es the propo-

sition to put Taft electors on the ballot in Cahfor_ma by petition.

Such a course, indeed, would only tend to recognize and legalize

the job contemplated by the enemies of repub}icanism who now

control the republican party organization in this state. Between

September and November it is their intent to wreck and destroy that

party organization to their own political profit and to the ad.vantage

of Roosevelt. The essence of that job lies in their false claim that,

for the purposes of the nominating convention and of the ballot, they
are republicans. :

Thev design—and this much they cynically admit—to put up as
republican candidates for presidential electors men pledged. to R00§e'
velt. Theyv declare that the Chicago national convention “.rhlch
renominated Taft was not a republican convention, that there is no
cenuine national republican nominee—and this in the face of the fact
that they went to that convention and stayed in it for the purpose

al Y
of getting a nomination for Roosevelt; in spite of the fact that it was
constituted just as every other republican convention has been for
more than half a century: in defiance of the fact that the republican

Jther state, with the possible exception of Kansas,

party of every other
;cm-"::tiw:.\ Taft’s title without queéstion or doubt.

Tt is an impudent proposition that these men put fog'th to
deprive Taft of any fair chance for the electoral vote of California

and to deprive the California Taft republicans of any chance at all
to vete as such. To accept that proposition, to meet it by hunting
a place on the ballot by petition, would be gross humiliation to the
-

sldent. to the president’s followers in this state, to all the repub-
Moreover, it fits exactly the scheme of

licans of the United States.
‘.‘\ party ‘.‘.':L"':~(‘T’\.

They are shrewd enough, these men who have outlawed them-
lves from the republican party and yet cling fast to control o.f the
publican organization. They can foresee the outburst of indigna-
2t must follow the consummation of their proposed crime
n foretell its sure punishment. Nothing would please them so
vell as to have a petition circulated by Taft men begging a place on
jallot for the man and the voters whom they intend to rob.
move would have no other effect than to disarm and thwart
It is not in any respect the right way to deal

republican opinion.
ith such wickedness.
men either do wrong in the Sacramento republican

1.et these
convention—which will. mean the nomination of electors pledged
, vote in the electoral college for Roosevelt—or let them do right—
vhich would mean the naming of men morally bound to vote for
the national republican nominee, Tait.

lhey will do wrong; they can not help it now—they are too
committed to their program. Perhaps they will also put Roose-

elt electors on by petition, so that thus they may catch such follow-
ers of the colonel as are too squeamish to stomach downright theft.
But to beg a place for Taft electors and a chance for Tait voters
means of petition would only delight them and serve their ends
:00 well. Then they would be able to say to the Taft voters: “You
have been deprived of no substantial right; vou have your place
on the
[f thev are permitted to complete their scheme, the outlaw chiefs

find themselves confronted with the certainty of severe punish-
ment. Unable to prevent the crime, the Taft republicans will at
ast have the power to prevent delivery of the stolen goods to the
beneficiary. By every right of political law and morals the republican
place on the November ballot belongs to electors pledged to the
;crm.‘.w'nran nominee, and that nominee is President Taft. If anybody
is to go on the ballot by petition it should be the Roosevelt electors.
Call is informed and believes that at the Sacramento con-
vention men nominated as republicans, men who have made oath that
are republicans, will rob that party, that party’s nominee and

at party's voters—will give the republican place on the ballot to
\didates pledged to do their utmost to destroy that party and defeat

ballot.”

La

presidential candidate. I et them do it—if they dare; make them
do it openly. Put them on record for their crime. Cal the roll and
see who are republicans and who are outlaws. Then there will be

plenty of time and ample means to punish them and the instigators
| the wickedness—time and means to keep tlre intended beneficiary
from enjoying any profit from the nefarious transaction.

~ COMMENT AND OPINION

By PHIL FRANCIS

FPHE only possible excuse that might be made for the scandalous
obbery on the water front of this city is that Governor Johnson

< does not know about the low politics his deputy governor encour-
ces. The very natural and very reasonable reply to that is that the

ters of this state did not elect Al McCabe and Christian Soldier
sner zovernors of California, but Hiram Johnson himself, and it
business, for which he is paid wages, to stay in his office and
state’s affairs.
hile governor is in other states, talking platitudes and
lulging in sophomoric oratory, which splits the ears of the ground-
lings, but makes the judicious grieve and good taste wince, the
nportant business of the harbor in and out of which flows the ocean
imerce of the metropolis of California is handed over to be a
urce of prize money to dive keepers of the Barbary Coast and to
their Man Friday Finn.
It is a bitter disgrace to the state, a shameful travesty on good
ernment, an inexcusable disregard of the ante-election pledges of
politics. Come home, Mr. Johnson, and clean' house. The
tate needs a governor, not a traveling vaudeville performer, at the
aftairs.

iean

of 1ts
If you can't stay in your office and look after the tax payers’
1 ought to resign. Common honesty ought to keep a
ian from drawing a salary and perquisites of more than $3,000 a
work which 1s not done.

Put whatever you do, clean house on the water front. The con-
ditions there smell to heaven. And the tax payers are beginning to
liold their noses in disgust. Tt is a shame and a disgrace that the

1mntere Sts, vou

onth for

great movement to secure clean politics which resulted in your elec-
tion should end in the mire and dirt of such politics as is practiced
by low dive keepers and their handy man, Boss Finn, if not with
»\Lm' full consent and connivance, Governor Johnson, then certainly
without vour interference or hindrance.

Y& should clean house, sir. If you don't do it, the people will

IX killed and a score badly injured by one motorcycle which left
the saucer track at Newark, N. |, is a showing that ofight to
give the racing game another boost. There’s nothing like the

prospect of mangled bodies and plenty of blood to draw the crowds:

One begins to understand why the old Romans were so hungry for

the shows of the arena. The tiger in the race isnt dead. He is only

taking a cat nap.

HESE criminophiles balk at no exhibition of their perverted
sympathy with the base and detestable. Now they are signing
a petition for the pardon of Dr. Willard P. Burke, who has served
a little more than six months of a 14 vears’ sentence to San Quentin.
Burke is a villain who deserved 140 years on general principles, a
<coundrel who preved on-the sick, a murderous villain who attempted
to destroyv a woman and her son by dynamite. i
What can be said of the men and women who pray for the

.

"YHOUGH luck be on the bum, wear
| a brave front. What though dis-
* asters come? Wear a brave front.
Say stoutly: “I won't whine, throw
or repine; I'll have no grouch
mine!” _Wear a brave front. Though
ite's a toilsome climb, wear a brave
front; all griefs will end in time—
brave front: .

a gent; wear a brave front; grumbling’s
not worth a cent; wear a brave front;
| though you are tired and faint, plug
on without complaint, sounding your
warcry quaint—wear a brave front.
Kicks never smooth a road; wear a
brave front; oaths never eased a load;
wear a brave front; no one admires
the guy who ceases not to sigh—he
with the briny eye—wear a brave
front. Bad’’luck must leave at last;
wear a brave front; troubles will soon
be past; wear a brave! front; fate is
a mean old hag, but she will cease to
nag men who don't chew the rag;
wear a brave front.

— \
Wanted to Be In on It
Son—Say, mamma, father broke this
vase before he went out.
Mother—My beautiful majolica vase!
‘Wait till he comes back; that's all.

Son—May I stay up till he does?—
Fliegende Blaetter.

A Pointer for Him
“I suppose,” observed the tramp, bit-
terly, “vou would like to have me get
off the earth. But I can not.”
“Have you tried soft soap?” asked the
woman in the blue gingham dress, dis-
passionately.—Puck.

Politics in the Home
“Home politics is always the same.”
‘“What do you mean?” g
“The father of the household always

is a standpatter, and the boys always
are insurgents.”—Washington Herald.

Another Explanation
The high cost of living at Newport:
$100,000 for one Fish ball.—New York
World.

AYOR ROLPH says that both Spiro and Donohoe prémised
himy to resign on or before September 1, and that the con-
sideration was that they were not to be brought to book for

offenses they had committed. '

Police Commissioner Spiro denies that he promised the mayor
he would resign. In this case no one believes Spiro—net even Spiro
himself. The mayor’s word is good with everybody in San Francisco.
His simple statement would outweigh Spiro’s oath with anybody.
That is another proof of the profitableness of honesty.

Jim Rolph is a plain business man. He makes no pretensions to
greatness. He simply attends to public business with the same
carefulness with which he would attend to private business. And it
never enters into the man’s head to consider whether any action will
win or lose him votes.

The result is that he is today the strongest man politically in
California. At the end of two or three years more he will be stronger
than he is today, and people will be clamoring for him to do for the
state what he has done for San Francisco. : :

Of more value than the economy and efficiency he has intro-
duced into city government and the confidence begotten in the minds
of business men and ‘the growth of San Francisco for which his
administration is responsible—yes, of much more value is this lesson
he has all unwittingly taught of the strength and power of unselfish
political conduct. 0 t

Jim Rolph has done exactly what Hiram Johnson was elected to
do and what Hiram Johnson has not done. He has given his whole
time to an honest, businesslike conduct of municipal affairs. He has
not wasted a single minute of the city’s time in building up a machine.
Johnson has done little else. :

Both of tliese men took office under the same pledges.
has kept his word faithfully. The other has not kept his at all.

Johnson is not as strong with the voters as he was two years
ago, and in another two years he will be much weaker than he is now.

Rolph grows in strength every day.

The one man has built up a machine more ruthless than ever
was Mr. Herrin’s and has in his political following pretty much all
of the old gangsters. The state offices and the petty jobs in the
public institutions and on the San Francisco harbor front are all
carefully peddled for votes for Johnson. He does politics exactly as
Herrin, Stowe, Burke and Parker did politics. And his excuse is
that the end he seeks justifies any means—even Finn and his water
front crowd and their scandalous jobbery. ;

Rolph has no machine of any kind and would kick any man out
of his office who came in to propose that a department of the munici-
pal government should be turned over to him to exploit in exchange
for votes for Rolph. :

And the result is just what should be expected. He is the
strongest man politically in San Francisco, will be the strongest man
politically in California in no long time and is mighty apt to be com-
pelled some day, even against his will, to accept the public honors
and the official place which Johnson is so mistakenly working day
and night, with any handy tools, to retain for himself.

It is likely to be Governor Rolph and then Senator Rolph and
maybe Vice President Rolph when Hiram Johnson is only remem-
bered as a once popular politician who threw away all the opportuni-
ties luck could carry to his door. ; : '

* Such is the folly of personal political ambition, sacrificing
pledges for the sake of building up a personal political machine.
And such is the power and permanence of impersonal political con-
duct, aiming only at the public service, with never a thought of
individual gain, either in money or in official place.

IL Answers to Queries " ‘b'e N'I_'artin’

TARNISHED BRASS--Subscriber, City. What
wil] clean tarnished brass?

Strong vinegar and salt will remove
tarnish from polished brass and copper.
Lemon juice and salt is -also efféective
in removing tarnish from these metals.
After the tarnish has been removed
polish with any polishing powder. If
brass is laguered it should be washed
with a soft cloth dipped in warm water,
and when dry polished with a dry
chamois. .

One
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THE FARTH—C. R., Mont . What is the
equatorial diameter of the earth? What is the
population of the earth?

According to Clark, the eqguatorial
diameter is 7,926.592 miles. Professor
Supan of Gotha figures that the popu-
lation of the earth is 1,5§2,700,000.

® % * ) )
A WATER—A Reader, City. How
uslooeq’cn soda water and Mm soda water pre-

pardon of such a villain, before his just imprisonment has hardly
Legun, save that they must be mentally unbalanced? L

be

A—-M. E., E
sound of ‘‘a’ in N 3

“The same as “a” In &rm, - — -~ _
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| JOHN KIRCHEN, a mining engineer of Tono-
| pab, is at the Fairmout with Mrs. Kirchen.

y & MISSISSIPPI

By GEORGE FITCH.
Author of “At Good Old Siwash”

phis on the Yazoo Valley line

and proceed southward until you
hear Senator Vardaman discussing the
negro question.

Mississippi is a medium sized state
with a sway ' back and a beautiful
lace work front produced by the
Mississippl river, which acts as a
state line and is about as stable in
that capacity as a bull snake. The
state rests on a shelf of Louisiana

']"-0 reach Mississippi, leave Mem-

with one foot in salt water like Ala- *
composed of 46,000

bama, and is
square miles of rich, damp soll, es-
pecially adapted for the production
of cotton, corn and darkies. Mis-
sissippi has vast natural resources in
the negro line, and the Yazoo delta
has barely enough white men in it
to hold the political offices.

Missiseippi has been a state for 95
years. It got a good start but was
fought over and trampled over so
much in the civil war that it has been
convalescing in a languid way ever
since. It is one of our greatest rural
communities, and cities are almost as
scarce In the state as polar bears.
Jackson and Vicksburg, the largest
cities in the state, do not contaln as
many people together as the polo
grounds in New York during a cham-
plonship series, and when a Missis-
sipplan gets into a town of 5,000 he
puts his money in his boots and asks
for a guide. The output of all the
factories in Mississippi is not as

great as that of the factories in Pe-
oria, IIl., or Schenectady, N. Y. but
one Mississippi plantation ecan pro-
duce enough cotton to keep a Massa-
chusetts woolen mill running for a
month.

Mississippl is one of the most am-
phibious states in the Union, living
above or below the river with equal
content. In the summer the state is
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“Puts his money in his boots.”
dry, and a team can be detected five
miles way by the clouds of dessi-
cated real estate, but in the spring
the river comes up ana in a wet year
the steamboats work the rural mail
routes over half the state.

Mississippl has a fine university
and is famous for its extensive pro-
duction of United States senators.
Seven native born Mississipplans are
in the senate at present, and when-
ever a Mississippi man gets up in
congress and bpegins to yank the
tide of discussion this way and that,
the newspapers crowd out pure ad-
vertising matter to make room for
his remarks.

Private John Allen and John
Sharp Williams made being Missis-

sippians a Very prosperous business
for many years, and so has Harris
Dickson, who paints plantation life
at 65 cents a word. Mississippi has
1,750,000 people, and would have
more if the steamboats which pass
by her could find mote places to land
and the advertising which it gets
didn’t consist so largely of lynching
.news.

(Copyright, 1012, by George Matthew Adams)

| PERSONS,IN THE NEWs = |

J. N, LISLE, a furniture dealer of Sanger; W.
E. Hitcheock, manager of a newspaper pub-
lished in Porterville; I. A. King, a merchant
of Ferndale, and N. E. Kerling, proprietor of
a general store in Parkents, and Mrs. Ker-
ling are among the recent arrivals at the
Argonaut.

* * * !

RAY SPEAR of the United States navy arrived
from the orient yesterday. He is the son
of James H. Spear of Spokane, president of
the Washington Brick, Lime and Manufactur-
ing company.

* * *

W. H. STEWART, president of the Stewart

Frait company, one of the largest fruit ex-
porters of California, is up from Los Angeles
and is staying at the St. Francis.

* ® N
JOHN J. BYRNE, asssistant passenger traffic
manager of the Santa Fe in Los Angeles, is
st the St. Francis with Mrs. Byrhe.

3 * * *
RAPHAEYL ZON, who 1s assoclated with the de-

partment of agriculture, is at the Stewart,

registered from Washington, D. C.
g * * *

C*
E. R. SKELLY, one of southern California’s: D. P. OWEN, a furniture manufacturer of Ainne.

most extensive citrus ranchers, 1s at the
Bellevue with Mrs, Skelley,

¥* * - *
OMAR J. HUMPHREY, who
shipping about hm’lnul. spending

] man of Santa 1
i& at the Satter with Mrs. Overton and
Gwendolin Overton, g 3 s

is engaged in
is a2

3 Wi .

L. D. WINCHESTER, a broker of Los Angeles,
als at the Turpin.
52

P S * % *
M HOX. PATTERSON, a banker of
a mm 3 Fresne, is

H, A. THOMPSON of New Orleans, G. M.
Hamilton of Chicago, George O, Murphy of
::r;:rvﬂle and Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Williams

Paso make up a group of yes &
arrlvals at the Manx. ¢ kg

A. M. SLACK o: the ';; -

re Rubber com
at tbe Bellevue for a few. days befpo::’d:
parting for the orient and south seas on a
busigess trip.
: * * *

M. L. DORR, who is assoclated with the depart-
ment of the interior, is at the Palace with

Dorr.. They will be here for several

"

Mrs,

5
Mrs. Webster and
have apartments

l * *
H. EDSON WEBSTER and
Mrs. L. A. Root of Bufral
at the St. Francis.
* o i®

= * 2
W. H, HATTON, an attorney of Modesto, is
. lere on business and is registered at the

* * *
,f.l f. ":o:‘.r, 2 manufacturer of New York,
a . Francis with J. F. S. Nortberof:
of Stockton. - 2

* *

apolis, is among the recent arrivals at the St.

* * *
m‘-M-l‘an.w
n:‘cxmron.bnnest.mmgu

organ. :

- * * -

E. G. WILLIAMS, an electrical engineer of N.
ror,t.bppnmunmdunntther:x:
; e * *

mm,.gu@un.

. Lewers of Reno

though other|
pilgrims stop, of all their woes to|
{ yawp,=strive and you'll reach the top—
{ wear a brave front; tears never helped

HEN, trav- _§
Weling in a

far land, we
bump unexpected-
ly into some one
from home, we
greet, shake hands
and, in a chorus,
remark: “Well, well!
small place, after all.”
gers a native son or daughter of the
golden ‘west to encounter another
native at the summit of the Matter-
horn, on the Strand. strolling through
the sunlit streets of Rome or in the
breakers at Santa. Cruz. Everybody
knows this, and yet few people really
think about it when they sit down
with an acquaintance on ferry boat or
train and discuss the charms or weak-
nesses of some common friend whose
identity no attempt is made to conceal

. £ * *

“T like the ferry tales,” writes a fair
commuter, “but I wish you would warn
people against talking so freely on the
boats about absent friends. A few
days ago two women behind me spent
half an hour ‘discussing some relatives
of mine. They didn't know me, and I
didn’t dare turn around to see whether
or not I knew them. I learned that my
cousins had been ‘brought up like rab-
bits,’ that the reason for the success
which is now theirs was that their
parents had entirely neglected their
education, and that they had gone out
into the world with minds as open as
they were empty.

“I learned that one of my cousins
was a man of most reckless habits and
that another had married ‘a ‘mere child
who was pretty, but utterly irrespon-
sible’ They kindly agreed that ‘any
other kind of girl would mnot have
suited him.” They had known the fam-
ily, it seemed, from its very beginning,
and were still on intimate terms with
some of the members.

“To their credit I will say that they
spoke in kindness and that every slam
was modified by a pat on the head for
the 'vietim. They used names, dates
and places, and all this in the hearing
of probably 20 people, every one of
whom might have been as interested as
I was, as the family is particularly well
known.”

The world is a
It never stag-

* * *

Far be it from me to discourage this
frank and open exchange. The trip
across the bay would be dull, indeed, if
the travelers left their little hammers
at home; and, furthermore, where
would the ferry tales come from? As
a mark of appreciation for your kind
words about the ferry tales, your warn-
ing is here reproduced in_full, and at
the same time an invitation is extended
 to other commuters to make use of this
column in easing their minds of similar

burdens. 4
* * *
Another correspondent wants to

know if I can not do something to
discourage Bill Donnelly from smoking
cubeb cigarettes on the 8 o'clock nar-
row gauge ferry steamer. I wish T
could do something in this case, but the
man who will smoke cubebs for pastime
can not be discouraged. If that kind
of cigarette won't do it, nothing that I
could say or do would.
¥* * *

They are telling this story on an
Oakland commuter, whose name will
not be divulged, lest he be pestered
with the attentions of the recruiting
agents for the vaudeville houses. “When
he told a friend, the manager of an
Alameda county brewery, that he would
like to get a keg of beer from the
brewery, the friend said:

“Sure! Drive up there Sunday. Tell
the foreman that I said it would be all
right. T'll tell him, anyway. Have it
on me.”

He went to the brewery.the following
Sunday. The foreman rolled out the
keg and lifted it into the buggy. The
Oakland man was about to drive away,
when the foreman held up his hand.

“Just a minute,” he said. ‘“There's
no. charge for the beer, but you will
have to leave’$2 for the keg. We can't
break that rule. You’'ll get your money
back when the keg is returned.”

“Two dollars! No, sir! I got a better
scheme than that. Lend me a faucet,
and I'll drink it right here!”

* * +

A few years ago Harry Gordan was
the victim of the old practical joke of
the advertisement asking for ‘“‘dogs of
any kind” to be left at his home and
place of business. It wag a cruel joke,
but Gordan had the last laugh. When
he got over the first shock of that
canine invasion he turned it to advan-
tage. He wanted a dog, anyway, and
from the motley collection offered for
his inspeetion he selected one that
pleased his fancy. On the ferry boat
the ‘other morning somebody recalled
the practical joke and reminded Gordan
of the fury that overcame him when his
attention was called to the ad in a
morning newspaper.

“That's all right,” said Gordan, ‘but
you fellows did a better job than youy
intended. I got the dog I wanted out
of that same bunch, and here is what
she and her three sons brought me
this year.”

And Gordon produced four blue rib-
bons apd the credeptials that went with-
them. He also took pains to explain
thit among the dogs his dogs had
beaten was one belonging to the per-
petrator of the practical joke.

- 3 o8 G. L. C

. What He Paid For

Patient—But, doctor, you are not ask.

my eye? . .
Specialist—Er—no.

removing a foreign substance from dhe -
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Ing $5 for merely taking a cinder out ot ...j
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My charge is for
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