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LA BOHEME' 13
PRESENTED 10
VAST AUDIENGE

Director Bavagnoli Coaches Cast.
in Great Triumph in Cort
Theater

—_—

By WALTER ANTHONY
Gtand opera came into town last night
flood tide of Puccini's biggest
Gaetano Bavagnoli rode on the
so to say, and waved a victorious
baton. He would have been almost too
ronspicuous for complete success had
there been one G. (is it Gaetano,
Armanini, who was the best Ru-
dolph I have ever had the privilege of
hearing. “La Boheme” makes the hard-
est kind of a test on the tenor. Arma-
nini fiidn't seem to mind it any more

i's” in his patronymic,
His RJdnlph. fr«r those who get their
thrills in grand opera from the stage
and not the orchestra, was the first—

on the
music.
crest,

not
too)

and, incidentally, the last—thrill of the
evening He is a really superb artist, |
and, with Bavagnoli, the director, proves

that Italian promises are redeemed at
the Cort—even the extravagant prom-
fses of the enthusiastic Ettore Patrizi,
who assembled the company in Italy
and introduced. his compatriots lasti
night to a delighted, cheering and cheer- |
ful audience. The company made good,
,i.m‘. with fewer mental reservations
than a pwsimist would like. I mean that
was in the Cort theater
.r himself of this kind of a
“Jt was a very good produc-
¢ ‘La Boheme," but—" There aren’t
‘buts.”
DIRECTOR A GENIUS
Boheme' opens when the di-
tor takes his baton to a vigorous
movement—the first measure of
It was that, to the cog-
n at centered attention on|
oli, om, if I call a genius,|
\111 bear with me and be-
1e is emphatim]]\ a gonius {
not a graceful “beat,” but a
It grasps more than the
it circles more than thin air
denotes more than a feeling for
n. It picks up a theme with a
al, energetic contrel and has a
aximum effect upon the instrument-
ts with a minimum of concern for
audience. Bavagnoli suggests Po-
locco vividly, but the.reminder is not
that related to master and pupil, but
is related to two masters.
““xdirdu'* what I mean when I tell
that Bavagnoli is more. . like
than any other conductor I
seen control a body of instru-
He controls, impels, in-
spires and perspires. There seem to
be but the score on his desk, his flank-
ing - musicians, the singers on the
stage and a vision of the heart of the
musiec.
OTHERS HAVE HONOR
However, you must not think that
Bavagnoli and Armanini are all there
is of La Boheme as sung last night. I
am merely attempting hastily to sug-
gest to you over your coffee this morn-
ing what happened last night during a
radiant three hours of music when the
L.ambardi Pacific Coast grand opera
company took up all of its obligations
and paid in full with golden notes.
Mimi was sung by A. Matini. It was
also acted by A. Matini. This does not
always happen. The role of Mimi is a
good deal like the role of Carmen. If
it is well sung, it can be poorly acted
and still be successful; or it if it is
well acted it can be poorly sung and
still be successful. For Mimi is at once
a vocal and histrionic fact. Last night
it was well sung and well acted. It
recalled another Lambardil star of other
seasons—Bertozzi—though A. Matini
did not sin against the pitch as the
former did. Likewise she missed a
little of the poignancy of the part.
Her Mimi was a vivacious seamstress,
and her very black eyes were hard put
to it to languish in suggestions of tuber-
cular tragedy. However, she overcame
a natural advantage of beauty, spright-
liness, with much loveliness of voice
and persuasive acting, both of which
elements were at their best in the
third act scene, ending in the remark-
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able quartet. She imbued with deep
tenderness her melodic bit, *“Addio,
senza roncore,” and in the episode
where, hidden behind the tree, she
overhears Rudolph's colloguy with
Marcel, she was as tenderly pathetic
a little figure as ever wore the simple
gown of the seamstress heroine of
Puccini’s masterpiece.

NIGHT OF SURPRISES

The night was a series of cumulative
interest. Beginning with the sentimen-
tal melody for the tenor in the first act,
where Rudolph begins “Che gelida ma-
nina,” and soars upward to the high C
through the sextet at the end of the
second act and the guartet at the ciose
of the third, the night was a succession
of surprises, in which the individual
success of Rita d'Oria, who was Mu-
setta, Nicoletti who was Marcel, Mar-
tino who was Colline the philosopher
with the coat, and Martini, of course,
who was Mimi, were merged in an en-
semble of ginging and acting, the whole
conspiring to give us the best “La
Boheme” we have heard since Grau
gave us Fritzi Scheff in the role of
Musetta.

The audience was great. It oyer-
flowed the playhouse and bothered the
special officer in the lobby, whose duty
it is to se¢ that enthusiasm shall re-
main constrained to fire limits. At the
end of the first act a mighty demon-
stration was sent over the footlights to
the singers, all of whom were called out,
for individual and collective praise.
Bavagnoli found his way to the stage
and took no more than his share of the
approval.

CHANGE IN REPERTOIRE

The success of the opera season be-
came an assurance and everybody
secmed to be well pleased.

Patrizi wore as modestly as he could
the proud alr of one who can say, “I
told vyou so,” and only Lambardi re-
mained out of sight.

SMART FOLK IN AUDIENCE

was a fashionable audlence too.
M:rtjy were determined to make it a
regular ~grand opera” oOccasion by
wearing their grayd opera cloaks and
their best grand opera manner. This,
however, wasn't carried too far. I mean
hat the production wasn’t interrupted
st ter in the boxes mor elsewhere.
%’;u‘;ltwtth:rgallery to attend to that. Im-
pulsive persons, indeed, who wanted to

1 science,

" that

program. |
He even seemed surprised that we liked |

the wrong place,
applaud and.did so in
g:, instance, were- immediat
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THREE OF THE PRINCIPALS IN THE OPERATIC COMPANY APPEARINC AT THE CORT THEATER
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into respectful silence by sybilant oc-
cupants of high gallery seats, who
wanted to get the very last cadence of
Bavignoli's orchestra.

It is not with unmixed- feelings that
I have to inform you that La Boheme
will be repeated tonight. The original
intention had been to produce Conchita,
the new Zandonai opera tonight. Bavig-
noli is the cause of the change in reper-
toire. Bavignoli has a musical con- |
it seems, and is unwilling to
bring Conchita to us in an unprepared !
and incomplete condition. The singing
artists are “up” in the opera but the
orchestral score, delayed in reaching
this city, is of such stupendous dif-
ficulty that three rehearsals are not |
sufficient in Bavagnoli’'s estimation.
More rehearsals have been ordered to
the end that the score shall be given
an adequate presentation befitting the
premiere of the opera in America.

TO REPEAT LA BOHEME
On that account a rearrangement of

the repertoire has been made for this|

week as follows: I
“La Boheme” will be repeated tonight |
with the same notable cast. ' Periera, |
the coloratura-soprano of the company, |
will make her first appearance Tuesday'
night in “Lucia”; “La Boheme” is the
bill for the Wednesday matinee; “Lucia”
will be put on Wednesday night; Thurs-
day night will be given over to “Tra-
viata”; “La Boheme” will be repeated
Friday night; “Lucia” will be given
again at the Saturday matinee as’d Sat-
urday night will disclose “Conchita.”
The subscription sale for the second
week begins this morning and the reg-
ular sale Thursday. Following is the
repertoire for the second week: Sun-
day, September 29, “Conchita”; Monday,
September 30, “Mme. Butterfly”; Tues-
day, October 1, “Conchita”; Wednesday
matinee, October 2, “Mme. Butterfly";

Wednesday, October 2, “Traviata”;
Thursday, October 3, “Conchita”; Fri-
day, October 4, “Rigoletto”; Saturday
matinee, October 5, “Conchita”; Satur-
day, October 5, “Mme. Butterfly.”
PRAISE FOR CHORUS

A word about the orchestra. 1t is

worthy of its leader. It is another
eloquent expression of this city’s capac-
ity to cultivate music in its highest
manifestations. The strings are ably
led by a concert master who, I imagine,
was brought here by Bavagnoli., The
brass section is vigorous, but discreet,
and the organization as an entirety
develops a tone of homogeneous quality
and compact beauty.

The chorus is not the regulation
“Italian chorus of grandparents,” but

is composed mainly of young and
pretty American girls who can and
do sing.

Orpheum Offers
Huge Bill Full,
Or Good Things

While admitting that the success of
an Orpheum bill is largely a matter of
opinion, T am inclined to agree to any
latitude for individual judgment this
week, but am disposed to insist vigor-
ously that the program is of unusual
excellence. It would be stupid of me to

claim less, for what would you say of
a man who, after giving visible evis
dences of enjoyment in a playhouse,
solemnly should declare afterward that
it wasn't very good entertainment after
all? = When 1 laugh at a show I'm
bound to say that it's funny or stand
under the shadow of suspicions touch-
ing my sanity.

Even E. Frederick Hawley's drama-
let, “The Bandit,” seemed fununy to me,
thought it wasn't, I preoume intended
to be.

Naf M. Wills is back again. ‘He is
“the "happy tmamp,” and his singing|
and his stories on the occasion of yes-
terday's visit were as hilariously joy-|
ful as ever. . Wills‘ sense of humor is
triumphant, even through the verses
of a song that might, in another keep-
ing be coarse. His last narrative about
the nervous youth was a gem. I shall
not tell it. ~Wills is the only man I
know who ‘can.’

Then there was McIntyre and Harty
in what promised to-be a terrible af.
fliction, “The Sugar Plum . Girlie and
the Marshmallow Boy.” 1 expected to
see a youth in a tennis costume and a
state of nervous excitément chatter
hardly learned sophistications with a
miss of 40 or thereabouts. Nothing
like that happened.- The “marshmal-
low” boy proved to be a stout indi-
vidual, with a real voice and an indis-
position to sing seriously. He sang so
well in spite of himself and in a de-
Jected makeup ‘that the audience held|abounds
the act up until he did an encore verse
wasn't down on the

it so. The “sugar plum girl” doesn’t
-refer to her title until the final song, |

! and meanwhile makes a Mt “im-16
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- 7
CAMES REYNOLDS S

/ A
’.,.,J AVDE
Vi Ikt AN

-

Stars who may be seen in the various vaudevfl[; houses.

pression with her singing and with the
exhibition of a decidedly. genial and
piquant personality. The acf was an
emphatic hit.

Annie Kent is anothér genial mem-
ber of the Orpheum forces this week.
She is a hard worker, too, and sings

and dances and chatters gaily through

20 -minutes of pleasantry. -
Herbert Ashley and Ja¢k Boyle take
care of another comedy interval, Ash-
ley repeating some of the-parodies of
last week and providing new business
with his temporary partner. ' The latter
need not go back to a small chorus
position again. He proves the truth of
the old adage that “it's an ill wind that
blows nobody good.” The illness of
Lee has given Boyle the.chance of his
life, and he has improved: it nicely.
“The Antique Girl” is good for an-
other hearing and remains popular
from “last week. Bertish in his feats
of strength and Gonerz. brothers -in
hoop rolling and diabole tossing sup-
ply interesting moments ‘i ﬂm un-
usually good program.
For Hawley's sketch, “The Bandn-.'«'
this much at least can be. saild: It is
acted with much melodramatic’ fervor
and it secured the approval of an audi-
ence placed in a friendly mood ‘by other
good things on the program.. A’ less|
critical audience might have wondered
why the captured maiden in-the ban-
dit's hut didn’t shoot the grinning
“greaser” and end the p!ot.I 4

FIGHT ROMANCE
» AT PANTAGES

1t is high water mi.rk_{a( th”e" Pan-
tages this week, and the water's fine.
Whether ‘you like music, comedy, ‘acro+
batics or the tabloid drmpa, you can

find some of the cleverest e'ﬂtertalueu
seen here for weeks, »

A love story lntertwlned with - thc
incidents of the world of ‘sport is well
presented in “The Star Bout,” which

portrays the victory of one Joe Brady, |

the Goslin, in the battle for the feather-
weight championship and his m;y
of 'who his best friend was. . A

‘plete story s compremd»‘mw' &W
scenes, of which the t is a

staged prize fight. Brady i well acted
Mayme - Farrell,
who abandons him when he re! s ta

throw the match in his own favor, is{]

strikingly enacted by Kate Lench. Nel:

son Deane as the champion and Lloyd | ‘f

‘Sabine as the referee are realistic fig-
ures. Cyclone Kelly and Youhg Britt
appear in the pmllmlnary to the ‘main
bout.

The Lillian sisters, plqylit t&e violin
and piano, appear in a pleasing musical
number in which cluclea.l ‘popular
music are mingled. Their rgndltlou of
the sextet from *Lucia” was one-of m
hits of the afternoon.’ 8

“The Finish” is unother sketch tﬂvc
the average of vaudeville programs. It
‘Introduces Florence Lorraine, tress
of remarkable 'versatility.

owith tbﬂﬂilr
uretpa,l situations,, -
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triloquism and mimicry which is ef-
fective.

The recent Ladies’ Kennel club dog
show made-a hit in the moving pictures.

MPRESS TAKES
YOU SLUMMING

Sitting in an easy opera chair at the
Empress this- week ong may take a
personally conducted sluming tour of
the Barbary Coast and Chinatown. The
principal features of such a trip are
reproduced on a lavish scale and with
remarkable fidelity to conditions there.
“The grim gayety of the dance halls, the
dim opium joints formerly open to the
tourists, and a typical street scérne are
depicted. In the spectacular dance hall
scene even the somber touch of those
'who have slipped over the dbrink into
the drug fiend: class is depicted. A
striking incident is the visit of the Sal-
vatton Army arnd the plaintive strains
of “O, Where Is My Wandering-Boy
Tonight?” sung by-those visitors.

In the.dance hall scene Fenner and
Toléeman, two of ‘the daintiest and clev-
erest exponents of .the Texas Tommy,
-gyrate through ‘the - muu of . that
“dance,

This extra testn:‘ c!-ﬂ a bill which
was well received: tnmuehout Bud and
Nellie Heim, Juvemm. present a clever
bit of nonsense. - The Ladella Comiques
with  ‘humorous - acrobatics were a
scream.. . J. Albert Hall and company,
in a farcical and elaborately produced
burlesque .on' Hamlet, were hits yester-
day. Kretore has an unusually clever
repertoire of impersonations-and a-col-
lection of novélty- us«:d.lnltrumen

anged with _nt.
ciat&o Atself .

" Choosing - & m re frame is
h% atter o?‘-mcn It can’t }

-.enter ' Into proper:
H "Our” expert:
vorkmen can ali
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James Reynolds in “I'm the Guy” and

number of other songs and a bright
monologue was another popular feature
of the bill.

LASSIC REVIVAL
AT THE ALCAZAR

For the first time in about 15 vears
Oscar Wilde's most popular play “Lady
|/ Windermere’'s Fan” will be presented
in San Francisco this evening, at the
Alcazar, with Sarah Truax, Thurlow
Bergen, the complete stock company
{and‘a number of specially engaged peo-

[LAUGHTERWAVEON

~MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1912.

OVER ‘OFFIGER 666'

v

New York started laughing over the
melodramatic farce, “Officer 666,” some-~
thing like a year ago. Chicago followed
sult, and the laughing wave in the
windy city kept up for more than seven
months. At present San Francisco is
holding its sides over the Iludicrous
situations of Augustin McHugh's farce
as presented at the Columbia theater.

One-half of the engagement closed
with a large audience in attendance last
night, and the advance sale of seats for
the second and final week of the en-
gagement, beginning with tonight, is
the biggest in the history of farce at
the Columbia theater.

The final performance will be given
next Sunday night. There will be mat-
lnees Wednesday and Saturday.

Maclyn Arbuckle in Klaw & Erlan-
ger's production of Edmund Day's
drama of the west, “The Rounl Up,”
will be presented at the Columbia the-
ater, commencing next Monday night.
The advance sale of seats opens Thurs-

[“PECK0’ PIGKLES”

day.

: COFFEE
Kona and Costa Rica
TEA
B. brand, reg. 80c............ 1b. 60c¢
Rest for Ice Tea.

BRAZIL NUTS

Fancy washed

Fard, rng 20c.
CARR & CO.’S CBACKEBS
Ormonde, Pierrot and Ragged
Robin, pkg. 20¢ 3 for 50e
*  TUNNY FISH
Ispa, 20c: 3 for B5Oc
BAKING POWDER

Excelsior, pure, better than ever
1

SURELY PLEASING

“A Peck o' Pickles,” Frank Stammers’
musical comedy, entered on the fourth
weéek of a record breaking engagement
at the Savoy theater yvesterday with au-
diences that taxed the capacity of the
McAllister street playhouse. Kolb and
Dill have given many excellent shows
in the dozen years that they have made
San Francisco laugh, but never such a
satisfactory entertainment. During the
four scenes of the two acts the German
comedians are almost continually in
the limelight and the fun is seldom al-
lowed to wane. There.are many mu-
sical interruptions, some serious and all

| worth hearing, besides pretty and novel

dances. The Scotch march by a score
of girls in Kkilts is the best thing of the
kind seen here in many a day, while
Maude Lillian Berri, Olga Steck, Bessia
Franklyn, Percy Bronson, Otto Schrader
and the rest of the prinecipals ‘are di<
verting in many ways. From presene
indications “A Peck 0’ Pickles” will
continue to enjoy a prosperous ruam for
several weeks.

SPECIAL: MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

SAND SOAP
G. B. & Co., quality
coC

Van Houten

1 1b
PINEAPPLE
World brand, sliced and whole,
can
Talls, 1 1b. can, 12%e z. $1.30
A ONDS
shelled

OSI§ STARC]IH' e
Bulk: best qua ty c
ALUMINUM WARE—10% Discount
Safest—Cheapest—Most Economi-
cal Kitchenware to Use. Excep-
tlonally Low Price.
WHITE COGN ,\C
For preserving, gal. $3.50...bot. P0e

Jordan,

KNORR’S FAMOUS

and Lentil varieties,

For making e‘rellent nourlahlng soup; equal to home made;

14s, 10€; Ys,

PEA SOUP ROLLS

Pea, Bean

15¢: 1s, 30¢

“Tasso Brand” Favorite Cigars,

CIGARS

box of 50, reg. $5.50.box $5.25

GINGER ALE
Cochran & Co.'s doz. bots. $150|G

'ple in the east. A sumptuous pictorial
production is promised.

Few modern roles affprd more oppor-
tunity for varied emotional display than
that of Mrs. Erlynne, in which Miss
ITruax will be seen. Its phases range
from lightest frivolity to profound ma-
ternal solicitude, and only an actress
possessed of rare versatility could com-
petently fulfill all its requirements.

Bergen is sure to be more than aec-

ceptable as Lord Darlington.
o

G varieties.
0. K. BOURBON WBISKEI
Gal. $3.50
E. & 0. COCKTAILS
6 varieties

V. V. CLARET

83¢
GOLDE‘T REISLIXG
Doz. bots. $3.2%
D. C. L. SCOTCH WHISKEY
King Geo. IV t. $1.23

80e

¥

If You Have a Telephone

Arrange at once for any additional listings you may require.

lf You Haven't. a Telephone

You should subseribe for service at once and your name will ap-
 pear in the next issue of the Telephone Directory. The Cost of
TelephoneSemee is Reasonable

- If You Are a Business Man
Seekmg to Increase Your Profits

g i Advertise your business in the Telephone Directory. The Direc-
e tory is used thousands of times each day and your advertisement
L et s sm'e to be seen over and over again.

The eost of advertising in the Telephone Directory is within
reach of every business man.

New Telephone Direcory

==—=FOR

San Francisco i

Bay Countnes

Goes to Press September 30th

if possible please arrange for changes
not, later than September 25th

Informatxon on all telephone matters and advertising may be
obnined at our nearest Comme:dal Office .

CALIFOB\IA PORT “I\E, NO. 2

45¢

bot.
CALIFOR\'IA SHEBBY, 1\0. 2

Gal
PLAI\' SAUTEBVE
Doz. bots. $4.75. . . .des. % hots, $2.90

MATTONI WATER

14 bots
BUS![I[LL’S IRISH WHISBEY

40c




