
LOWER RATES QUICKEN
PENINSULA'S PROGRESS

SAX MATEO county, now on a mileage parity of commuters'
transportation rates with the east bay shore communities, and

favored in that respect above most other metropolitan suburbs,

moves ahead rapidly. It should gain steadily in population and
wealth just as Alameda county has done and is doing. . .

For this fortunate change of conditions San Mateo may thank
the wideawake and earnest citizens of its Development association.
The negotiations with the Southern Pacific company were planned
and carried out with such discretion that in the end, the proceedings
before the railroad commission having been suspended, a peaceful*
and most satisfactory victory was achieved for the county.

The commutation rates now in effect on the peninsula are lower
than on any other subufban system in the country except that which
serves the transbay territory. Their efi *ct must be to attract home
seekers, invite realty investors and to build up a group of highly
prosperous towns between the metropolis and San Jose.

In comparison with Alameda county points, San Mateo now has
the same .commutation rate of a half cent per mile that the most

favored points enjoy and even a better rate than Elmhurst, for in-
stance. Elmhurst, 13 miles from San Francisco, has a rate of $4.50
per month, while Millbrae, 13.7 miles, has a rate of $4.10. The
transbay section has more frequent service, but it is only a question
of the demands of the service before the peninsula will be given
more trains.

The mild climate of San Mateo county, the scenic beauties of
areas adjacent to the towns, the high class of improvements in the
peninsula communities and the strong civic spirit, taken into con-
sideration with the liberal railroad rates which the Southern Pacific
company has granted should quickly people the cities with the most
desirable class as residents, and the commutation traffic between San
Francisco and San Mateo county, which is geographically part of San
Francisco, should very largely increase as a quick reward for the De-
velopment association's efforts.

Dissolution of Harriman Merger Opens
Door to Actual Competition

THE United States supreme court has again exerted its authority
against one of the greatest corporations in the country in dis-
solving the famous Harriman merger of the Union Pacific and

Southern Pacific railroads. The New York stock exchange did not
accept the decision pessimistically, anticipating, as in the case of the
Standard Oil and Tobacco trust dissolutions, that the uncoupling of
the Union Pacific engine from the Southern Pacific caboose would
not affect the earning powers of the roads.

The decision of the supreme court in this case has the advantage
of lucidity over the ruling in the trust cases, in that no question of the
"reasonableness" of the merger was involved. It was more or less
plainly a question of competition. The court had to decide whether or
not before the merger the Southern Pacific and Union Pacific were
competing lines to such an extent that a combination of their inter-
ests would constitute a restraint of trade. The court looked* at the
map of the west, so to say, and decided that such a combination was
in restraint of trade; that the Union Pacific had entry' into California
over the Oregon Short Line was sufficient to make it a competitor
with the Southern Pacific, which had entrance into the eastern states
via Xew Orleans. As Justice Day poin.%d out in his decision f "Be-
cause it it Woukl have been lawful to gain, by purchase or otherwise,
an entrance into California over the old Central Pacific does not ren-
der it legal to acquire the entire system, latgely engaged in inter-
state commerce, in competition with the purchasing road."

The dissolution of the two systems should not end with erasing
the name of one company from the office door of the other. There
shfeuld be an actual separation of the officers of the two companies
and separate boards of directors. When Harriman pointed out that
46 per cent of stock holding was sufficient to acquire control of a road
lie plainly indicated what could be done by joint boards oPdirectors.

The radicals have indicated critically that the dissolution of the
trusts in America has not injured them nor reduced the cost of the
rommodities in which they deal. That may be true. But the gov-
ernment has tiiken-an important step. In separating the trusts and
the merged railroads into their natural competitive units, it has
placed them in a position where subsequent legslation can do much
to create real competition. The democrats have a situation cut out
for them*: seemingly in line with what they wanted. Eet them act
now to stimulate competition.

A professor has discovered that fishworms can think. Maybe?
but still they get the hook.

Secretary Fisher's Attitude in Accord
With the City's Charter

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR FISHER, acting under a
misunderstanding, left it to be inferred that San Francisco must
first acquire the Spring Valley Water company system before

he would consider granting the Hetch Hetchy permit. lie explained
in a later informal conference that he had thought that the city had
already bonded itself to buy Spring Valley and was merely dickering
over the price.

How the secretary, whom we supposed to be fully informed on
every aspect of the San Francisco water situatic-n, got that erroneous
impression and why the real status of the matter was not formally
developed at the Washington hearing are matters upon which we, at

this distance from the seat of the conference, can not pass. The
San Francisco delegation evidently took it for granted that Secretary
Fisher knew the condition of the negotiations, and did not deem it
necessary to emphasize the important point that before the city could
purchase Spring Valley property there must be a two-thirds vote

of the electorate authorizing the issue of bonds to consummate
the purchase. The difficulty of securing a two-thirds vote on any
Spring Valley proposition was illustrated at the bond election of
lanuarv. 1910, when the city might have secured the plant for
$35,000,090.

The latest ofter ot the city, made August 9 of .this year, was
$38,500,000, and that was rejected by the corporation?'

The citizens of San Francisco would be disinclined to vote to
pay more than that sum, but their confidence in Mayor Rolph and his
administration would move them to bond the city for that amount.

San Francisco realizes as fully as Secretary Fisher does that
it must have Spring Valley, We do not need to go to Washington
to learn that it would be better for the city to acquire the distributing
system of the Spring Valley, for all its depreciated efficiency, than
to duplicate it, block by block, service pipe by service pipe, with a
distributing system built by the city; nor need we to cross the
continent to learn that it will be of advantage to the city to have
reservoirs and storage plants on the peninsula adjacent to the city
in addition to the main source of supply in the far distant Sierra.

There is nothing in the declaration of the secretary of the interior
that San Francisco should acquire Spring Valley, which conflicts
with the view entertained by the mayor and the city administration.

Whatever Secretary Fisher has said concerning the obligation
of the city to purchase Spring Valley is modified by his declaration
that he does not want "the Hetch Hetchy situation used as a club
by either the city or the Spring Valley company."

That is fair enough. Secretary Fisher has shown a fair attitude
throughout the hearing. There is nothing in what he has said indi-
cating that if the city purchases the Spring Valley system it may not
get the Hetch Hetchy permit.

Secretary Fisher's position is fullj*in accord with the spirit of

the charter, as stated in section 2 of article XII, as amended
December 4, 1902, which says in effect that before the city can
undertake the acquisition by Original construction or condemnation
of public utilities it must negotiate for the sale to the city of existing
utilities. That we have done in good faith. It is Spring Valley that
prevents the bargain.

Huge Scheme for San Joaquin Irrigation
May Be Carried Out

SINCE the adoptiofi of the constitutional amendment placing
irrigation district honds on a parity with bonds of counties,
municipalities and other political subdivisions, the project of

San Joaquin valley irrigationists to launch a $100,000,000 scheme
with the purpose of bringing the entire valley under irrigation should
have a chance for success. That is, of course, if the proposition is
honestly organized and intelligently planned.

There are now 1.300,000 acres of the 7.000,000 acre area of the
valley under irrigation. Much of the remaining two-thirds is land
as good as that now reached by the water. That the entire valley
should be given every advantage that water can. supply is not dis-
putable. The size of the project is not the question; what must be
determined is the feasibility of the scheme. A plan must be devised
which will give good results in the shortest possible time. While
the entire scheme will cost $100,000,000, it should be developed in
such a way that the sections, as completed, can contribute by their
earnings funds to pay for the construction of other units.

That plan is followed by the United States reclamation service,
which has a revolving fund continually at work in the development
of new projects and continually reimbursed as those projects are
completed and become revenue producing. Through that method
the initial cost to the government is small compared with the results
obtained.

The federal government has appropriated $32,000 for a pre-
liminary survey p{ lie San Joaquin valley, which fund will be avail-
able as soon as the tate appropriates an equal amount. If Senator
Newlands' river regulation appropriation passes there will
be $5,000,000 as California's share. With those funds in hand and
with the integrity of irrigation bonds guaranteed by the state the
project for utilising the flood waters of the San Joaquin valley for
irrigation purposes may soon be a reality, big and expensive as it
now looks. ?

The lawyer who telephoned "Why in can't I get the
judge?" found out it was because the judge was at the other end of
the telephone wire, not in the "other place."

Five Million Enfranchised Women Will
Promote China's Advance I

? <TJETTER 50 years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay," sang
II the Victorian poet.

The melodious line would not be written now, even by
Tennyson. Cathay, passing through the most remarkable change
in the history of the human race, might have its advantages, but
the new China is making more progress in fiftyweeks than Europe
has in a cycle of years. Now the extension of self-government in
China has reached the women and 5,000,000 of them have been
enfranchised as voters in the province of which Canton is the
chief city.

The Chinese republic astonished the world by its coup, by the
suddenness of its organization, establishment and subsequent
progress. In a book written on the far east Price Collier ridiculed
the idea that a republic would be formed in China. Almost before
the volume was on the book shelves the revolution was under wav
and the republic established with Dr. Sun Vat Sen as provisional
president. Then came the promise of suffrage for women. Now
that promise has been fulfilled. The sex whose spirits had for
centuries been kept in bondage, even as its feet were kept in bands,
was given a higher degree of freedom even than women of Europe
and most women of America enjoy.

The grant of suffrage to 5,000,000 women of China is the
greatest extension of the ballot ever made. It is a splendid thing
for the Chinese republic that it begins its career with the recog-
nition of the equal right of woman to participate in government.
It will save the new nation from many faults, from much narrow-
ness that has crept into occidental politics. It will prove to the
world that sex equality can exist under the most adverse circum-
stances, and it will mightily promote the advancement and enlight-
enment of the new republic.

A NEAT OPERATION

IN THE EDITOR'S MAIL
(OXSERVE THE CHILD

Editor Call: The child is the Alpha
and Omega of time. It is both cause
and effect of government. As we rear

children to maturity, clean, honor-
able anil capable, or filthy, dishonor-
able and weak minded, so will govern-
ment be. Whatever government makes
the children, the children will make the
government.

Crime among children Is on the In-
crease, three and a half times the birth
jate. Insanity and feeble mindednese
is on the,lncrease three times as fast
as the population. White slavery is so
rampant that it requires an especially

atrocious case to cause a ripple of the
public mind.

How long will the ballot have any
saoredness under such conditions? Lib-
erty is being throttled by license.

There are more than 45,000,000 chil-
dren in this government. There are
more than 25,000,000 children of school
age. The entire enrollment in our pub-
lic schools was a trifle more than 17.-
--000,000, with an average daily attend-
ance of about 12,000,000, 87 days per
school pupil. What a travesty on a
possible child development! The peo-
ple perish for lack of knowledge.
"Oh, ye blind and selfish freemen.Boasting of your land and time,
While the children soak and blacken

Soul and' sense in filth and crime!"
How long will editors and preachers

advocate digging drainage ditches for
our sinkholes of iniquity, when If the
ditches were dug the inflow of filth is
five times as great as their ditches
could possibly carry off?

Whatsoever benefits the public
schools benefits the children. The fed-
eral government has established postal
savings banks. The dimes and dollars
of the poor are being gathered Into this
fund, the government paying 2 per cent
thereof!. This money Is being loaned
at 2% per cent to corporations. I want
this money to be loaned to school dis-
tricts at 2Vi per cent. If you favor
this idea write to your congressman
and tell him to support the measure
when it comes t-p in congress. Under
such a plan the San Francisco school
fund would be benefited about |200,000
per year without taxing any one a cent
or takinj? any privilege away from any-
body. And every school district in the
United States would be correspondingly
benefited.

As you live your government, your
home and your child, help make the
public school the great child developer.

J. F. MURRAY.

UNCONSCIOUS DEMENTIA
"So your marriage has been unhappy.

Three years ago you appeared crazy to
marry." "I was, but I didn't know it."
?Buffalo Express. *

THE AMERICAN WAY
William 11. Taft, attorney at law.

That's democracy:?Richmond Times-
Dispatch.

ABE MARTIN

Mrs. Tipton Bud's niece an' her
husband have finally split up. She
gits th' custody o' th' children an' th'
lawyers git th' auto. Th' temptation
t' write too much seems t' be even
greater-n talkln' too much.

Wastepaper Baskets
GEORGE FITCH

A waste paper basket is a sarcoph-
agus for ideas. Ideas are supposed
to proceed from mind to mind, but
about three-quarters of them proceed
from typewriter to waste basket b*y
the quickest route.

The waste paper basket is one of the
most important parts of tbe modern
office equipment, and it does a large
share of the work of the office. It is
always ready and always patient. The
boss may only read the first line of a
three page letter, but the waste paper
basket will take it all and hold lt
patiently until relieved at night. The
ordinary waste paper r-asket begins

the morning, on an empty stomach, but
by night is so full of politicians' cards,
applications for positions, gold mine
circulars, book advertisements, noble
offers to sell priceless preferred stock
and miscellaneous literature that lt
aches in the ribs.

Since the typewriter, the mimeograph

and the printing press have become
great, the waste paper basket has had
to be enlarged to many-times its for-
mer capacity. One hundred years ago
a two quart waste paper basket would
have accommodated the president of
these United States for a week. Today
a five gallon basket doesn't last him
20 minutes. There ought to be some
way of saving mail carriers by deposit-
ing persona] waste paper baskets at
each postoffice. This would shorten
the transportation of thousands of tons
of circulars and undesired advice and
would make us a happier and more
useful nation.

The waste paper basket produces fuel
'for the furnace and old paper for the
mills. But the cost of producing this
material is staggering. It takes $14.75
in stamps alone to fill a waste paper
basket. There are. hundreds of people
who write exclusively for the waste
paper baskets of this nation and who
devote all their time to it. For every
play which is written for the stage a
hundred are written for the waste
paper basket, and the basket of a great
and haughty producer will contain in
one load the labor of 50 men for six
months.

There ought to be some way of boil-
ing waste paper baskets and of reduc-
ing their contenta to condensed and
useful Ideas. Full many a rose is born
to blush unseen and full many an idea
which might have reduced the cost of
living or tickled a nation has dived,
undiscovered, Into some overworked
and unappreciative waste paper basket.
If we were president we would rec-
ommend a law for the conservation of
waste paper basket contents.

PERSONALS
N. W. FLAISIG. the oldest traveling? salesman

Id the country, Is staying at the Palace. He
sells needles, and is known In every nook
and corner of the United States. Recently
he purchased a residence In Los Angeles and
now calls that city his home.

* * *W. H. HOLABIRD, a real estate operator of
Los Angeles, Is In town, staying at the Family
club. Holabtrd recently sold the College
ranch, near Los Angeles, owned by the Cath-
olic church, at a price named by his client,
Bishop Conaty.

* * *W". A. TIIXEY, a rancher of Matin; L. H. Rose-
berry and Mrs. Roseberry of IjOs Angeles;
fceorge Bishop and Mrs. Bishop of Santa Bar-
bara, and Mr. and Mrs. E. W. White of Los
Angeles are among the recent .arrivals at the
Manx. s

*y. m m
JUDGE HENRY C. GESFORD and Mrs. Gesford

of Napa; Monslgnore P. I. Fisher, a priest of
Santa Cruz, and E. M. Ayers, an oil operator
of Coallnga," make np a group of yesterday's
arrivals at the Stewart.

**c *A. 0. WELLS, general manager o* th» western
lines of the Santa Fe, Is at the Fairmont with
Mrs. Wells, Miss Louise Wells and S. R. Fen-
ner. They make their home In Los Angeles.

* * »
J. E. D. TRASH of the Pennsylvania academy of

fine arts at Philadelphia is a guest at the St.
Francis. He Is to be chief of the fine arts
exhibit at the Panama-Pacific exposition.

».\u25a0\u25a0?"*
J. Ti XIRKMAN, an agent of the Wells Fargo

company at Los Angeles, Frank Reese and
H. E. Hutchinson of the same city, are guests
at tbe Palace.

# * #
E. E. McNAIR of Detroit; R. J. Cross and Wil-

liam Hardee of Toledo, and Miss Hardee and
Miss Irwin have apartments at the St. Fran-
cis.

W. K. HERVEY, rice president of the Los Ange-
les Trust and Savings bank. Is here on a busi-
ness trip and Is staying at the Palace.

* * #
PAUL SHOUP, who Is In charge of the Southern

Pacific electric lines In Los Angeles, Is among
the recent arrivals at the Palace.

W. H. STEWART, one of the largest fruit grow-
ers and shippers in California. Is registered at
the St. Francis from Loa Angeles.

* # *FRANK M. DEKNY, a tlmberman of Doyle, and
Fred Searls Jr., a mining man of Goldfield, are
recent arrivals at the Argonaut.

* * *W. D. FORSTER. traffic manager of the Tono-
pah and Goldfield railroad. Is registered at the
St. Francis from Tonopah.

* * *H, BECKWITH, manager of the Wells Fargo
Express company's business la Portland, is
registered at the Palace.

* * *W. W. S. BUTLER, president of the San Joaquin
Valley Power company, is at the Palace, regis-
tered from Stockton.

* * *GEORGE T. THOMAS, a prominent business man
of Milwaukee, is among the recent arrivals
at the Court.

* * *JOHN TWOHY, a banker and railway contractor
of San Jose, is at the Palace with J. F.

Twohy.

* # *E. B. GILMOBE, a rancher of Los Angeles, is
at the St. Francis with Mrs. Gilmore.

* * *CHARLES M. CASSIH, an attorney of SanU
Cruz, is staying at the St. Francis.

* # *W. H. SHIRK, president of a bank at Lake-flew,
Ore., is registered at the Argonaut.

0. D. COLYIN, a car manufacturer of Seattle, is
spending a few days at the Palace.

* * *J. F. MUNDY, a real estate operator of Medford,
Is at the Palace with W. J. Mundy.

* * #
HAROLD CRANE, a Chicago merchant. Is stay-

ing at the Court with Mrs. Crane.

* \u2666 #
ROBERT CARD, a manufacturer of Grand

Rapids, Mfch., is at the Harcourt.

B. B. SWOBE, a publisher of Portland, is among
the recent arrivals at the Palace.

* * #
DR. F. X. MoPHILLIPS of Vancouver la at the

St. Francis with Mrs. McPhllllps.

WILLIAMPIERCE, a capitalist of Suisun. is at
the St. Francis with Mrs. Pierce.

#______-\u25a0\u25a0?
CABTAIN A. W. LEWIS, veteran of the Boer

war, is staying at tbe Dale.

* * *B. F. CABELL, a rancher of Porterrille, and Mrs.
Capell are at the Argonaut.

* * *DAVID BTABR JORDAN of Palo Alto is among
the guests at the Sutter.

* * #
S. W. HUNT of Los Angeles ia among tbe ar-

rivals at the Baldwin.

* * #
BOY WILLIAMS,a Presidio army man, Is stop-

ping at the Harcourt.

* * *J. C. WELLS, a Denver attorney, is registered
at the Bellevue.

» * *0. BOWERS of Philadelphia Is registered at
the Baldwin.

Ferry Tales

kmmu *
EVERYBODYhas heard

about the* Se-
attle spirit. It was

distilled in a fire
which, while small-
er than San Fran-
cisco's 190S confla-
gration in the money value of property
destroyed, made a much more complete
wreck of Seattle than our "big fire" did
of San Francisco.

San Francisco's first real encounter
with the Seattle spirit was when the
Washington city stepped in and appro-
priated the cream that came to the top
during the Klondike excitement. We
didn't really learn to respect the people
who beat us to it in that free for all
contest until we tackled the problem of
a municipal water supply. Seattle got
her» because of the Seattle spirit, whirl-
has been a regular philosopher's stone
for the people who wouldn't let Tacoma
change the name of Mount Rainier.

Since 1906 all the world outside of
San Francisco has been saying cheer-
ing words of praise about the San
Francisco spirit, but San Francisco is
only now really beginning to recognize

the fact that the spirit that rebuilt the
city can be used In getting for the ciy-
anything necessary to make it the
place to live in all the world.

All of which is rather a roundabout
way of saying that the people of Marin
county constitute the happiest family
to be found in any political division of
the Golden State. To Illustrate: The
San Rafael Elks are going to Petaluma
tonight as the guests of the Petaluma
Elks. They are going up on a special
train, but in arranging for that special
train the San Rafael Elks also ar-
ranged for other trains to haul to San
Rafael, in time for the special, the
members of every other lodge In Marin
county.

It was takefi as a matter of course
that every member of the organization
in the county should share the good
time. It is the same way with every-
thing they do over there. When Sau-
saiito gives a shindig there is an exo-
dus from MillValley, San Rafael is de-
rerted and even Belvedere locks up its
hi trh perched castles and joins in the
festivities.

* ? ?
I asked a commuter the other day

how it was that Marin county, cut up
as lt is Into separate and independent
communities, was as one family the
moment the band began to play in any
section of the county.

"It's because," he explained, "we all
have to use the same ferry to cross the
bay. We are brought together twice a
day and in that hour we spend on the
ferry boat we get to know each other.
The ferry service is the key to all our
transportation problems. Transportation
is a vital matter to practically every
family in Marin county and the effort
to have it improved furnishes a com-
mon Interest that binds us together. If
the Alameda county commuters didn't
have the best ferry service In the world
and were compelled to make use of one
line to get to and from San Francisco,
Alameda county would be able to put
up a united front that would get it
anything it wanted."

Now, if there is anything *-"*% share
in common, it is a desire for pure wa-
ter in unlimited quantity and at normal
cost. If there is anything in this com-
muter's theory Hetch Hetchy is the
philosopher's stone that is going to do
for this part of the country what the
Seattle* spirit has done for the Puget
sound city.

sire for pure water I almost overlooked
the afterdeck squad's latest grievance.
The S. P. willfullyand by arrangement
with the Key Route has conspired to
put that organization of commuters on
a real water wagon. Onejof the narrow
gauge steamers of the line affected by
the afterdeck squad has been laid up
for its annual overhauling and In its
place is running the steamer Yerba
Buena. borrowed by the S. P. from the
Key Route.

* * #
If you have read these ferry tales

with the same care that has been put
into the writing of them you know that _*J
the afterdeck squad on its homeward
journey in the late afternoon adjourns,
in the course of the trip, to a certain
submarine section of the boat. In
that underwater temple a white
aproned wizard dispenses magic pota-
tions for the toning of the appetite and
elevation of the spirits. The afterdeck
squad, though eminently respectable. Is
no band of hope. The Yerba Buena,
like all the Key Route boats, flies the
blue ribbon flag, and, although it is the

Pvery
member of the

n "take it or leave it
lem likes to be forci-

:his substitution of a
ron for a boat with a
>f its equipment has
upted the afterdeck
fairly, I believe, the

the blame on Q. L.
that prominent mem-
happens to be se-ere-
Klng. they say, has

i and is able to time
so as to avoid the

ragon. In their efforts
srtaln members of the
it home their reputa-
regular hours. The

will now know the

The afterdeck * squad is for Hetch
Hetchy to a man, but, as George Mas-
tick said to Phil Teller, and as Phil
Teller told Jack Skinner, who repeated
lt to Joe Durney, a little water goes a
long way during the hour before din-
ner time. LINDSAY CAMPBELL

GOOD LOSERS
By THE POET PHILOSOPHER

When counted were the recent vot4r*s
we found (and were dismayed) that
57,000 goats were stolen, lost Or
strayed. And some who lost their
treasured goats were grouchy, sad
and sore; dire threats came smok-
ing from their throats, they pawed the
ground and swore. "We were the vic-
tims of a clique, a faction or a ring,
but we'll get even yet,' they shriek;
"we'll grind our knives, by jing, and
when the traitors, villains, knaves,
themselves for office strive, their goats
will fill dishonored graves, as sure as
we're alive!" The also rans who talk
like this but fill their friends with
aohes; for folks don't make a hit who
hiss like locoed garter snakes. Some
other losers go arpund as though they
felt relief, and from their lips there
comes no sound of mourning or of grief.
"Our goats are gone, so let them.go!"
exclaim these dauntless men; "but when
we have the time, you know, we'll
round them up again! Some other day
the people's votes In our behalf may
fall; then will come back our wand'ring
goats, with whiskers, horns and all!"
The people mark the joyous sport, andon some future day when he their Influ-ence shall court, their votes will come
his way. WALT MASON.
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