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What Santa Claus Has in Store for Christmas, 1912

LATEST IN ELECTRIC TRAINS

SANTA
CLAUS has been hard at

work since last ChristmuFtide
thinking up new toys and per-
fecting them. There isn't nuoh

of anything in real life which the
kindly old gentieinp.n doesn't duplicate

in miniature for the children, and this
year it seems as though he really had
outdone himself.

In the stores where his good? an
displayed before he packs them in his
sleigh and starts on his round of the
\u25a0world journey may be seen everything
to appeal to the childish fancy, from

tiny dolls and kitchen utensils for the
girls to big Krupp model cannon and

electric railway systems for the boys.

Of course there are the standard

steam engines, lead soldiers, mechan-
ical games, dolls and housekeeping

outfits, but there are many new
things.

Jhere is a new kind of doll, some-
what after the pattern of the Margaret

Steiff doll, which is so realistic in all

its details that when tucked up in bed

with ;'ust its nightcapped head showing

one might well mistake it for a real
live baby.

Even the necks of these dolls are
soft and flexible, and the heads roll
about in a lifelike manner when tiie
toy is bandied. The dolls are dressed

In every arti... i. i *:, - >?.:;:>\u25a0. i.-.,

most luxurious baby could desire.
There are sweaters, skating caps,

shoes, stockings and all the other para-

lalia that wear. The. d< I
may be posed In any position and t'.if r«
are even high chairs for them,
eyes are very expressive.

This is another little feature which
is new this year in the old wax dolls.

Those which open and close their eyes

show great expression.
Kven in the toy world there is an

echo of the Balkan war, for there is
an enormous demand for lead soldiers,

toy cannons and miniature Ammuni-
tion wagons and ambulances. The
greatest demand is for lead soldiers
In the uniforms of the Turks, Servians,

Greek*, Montenegrins and Bulgarians,

and European manufacturers are rush-
ing all such models available to the
United States, but it is too late to do

anything in this line on a large scale.

The soldiers are to be had in uniforms
of various American regiments and are
as popular as ever, but because of the

actual warfare there is a greater de-

mand for the other type.

There are many new features in toy

cannons this year. Siege guns, (oust

defense rifles, heavy field guns and
mortars are to be had, wonderfully

complete In detail. The newest rapid

fire Krupp guns, some of which are in
use by the Turks, are on hand, and the
disappearing cannon, such as are used

in coast defense, are especially in-
genious.

There is a tiny crank for elevating
the rifle and another for swinging it
through a horizontal arc, a lever for
raising and lowering the entire mech-

anism and a breech block which work?

almost in exactly the same way that

It would on a real gun. Even a min-

iature bag, which corresponds to a
powder bag, is to be had.

In the matter of toy railroads Santa

Claus has been wide awake to all the
improvements made in real railroad-
ing. There are toy models of all the

newest designs of electrical engines,

and these are run either by clockwork
or by electricity. The most popular

model is the one operated by the third
rail system. The trains for these en-
gines are made up of all sorts of

coaches, including dining cars, Pull-
man sleepers and parlor cars, with
miniature observation platforms.

There are many new things for the

doll's bed built like the old fashioned
four posters, with everything complete

to blankets, sheets, pillow cases and
shams. For the real aristocratic doll

there are dressing tahiei win; tiny mir-

rors and a complete toilet set and
bureau cover.

Then there are basket, cradles for
the baby dolls and all sorts of fancy

nightgowns.

From Sweden have come a new kind
of wooden blocks, from which all sorts

of houses may be made. There are

several hundred blocks of different size
atvi shape in a single set?in fact, they

are more like sticks than like blocks.
Out of these sticks, which may be put
together in different ways, a dozen or
so structures are to be made. There
is a German toy called "Matador,"'

which is much the same. Instead of
making houses and other buildings

from these sticks it is possible to con-
struct different articles of machinery,

inch as water wheels, cranes, derricks
and to forth,

On« the most novel of all the toys

is tiv . etoscope, or moving picture

\u25a0 the Lome. This machine
may l" operated with an acetylene

burner or a baby arc lamp of 110 or
;.'i'o volts. The machine is just as com-
pact as the old "magic lantern" and

almost as easily operated.

The films are small affairs, each pic-

ture being less than a quarter of an
inch long, but when ?tile-entire' Aim is

run off it is equivalent to 1.000 feet of
film on one of the big machines such

as are used in the motion picture the-
aters. Each film has three rows of pic-
tures, which ail go in seauence, so that

there is a great saving in the length of

the film. There Is a club arrangement

by which films may be exchanged. One
film, which, by the way, may be kept

in a tin box about four Inches in diam-
eter, affords about half an hour of en-

tertainment.
The electric stove is another new toy

feature. These miniature affairs are
quite as complete as are the bigger

stoves used in the kitchen, and ths
aluminum utensils which come with
them may be used for cooking many

little dainties.
Among the new toys in the nature

of buildings are the garages for small
automobiles. Forts have always been
prominent in the Christmas display,

but this year they are more In demand
than ever because of the Balkan war

and the prominent part played in the
conflict by the old style inland forts.

Quite novel are the wardrobe trunks
for dolls. There are three trays to

these trunks, and the tiny gowns may

be hung up just as in the real trunks.
The outfit includes tooth paste, lin-
gerie, a traveling hat and suit, extra
shoes and a toilet set.

ONE OF THE MODEL BALKAN FORTS

A GROUP OF KROSE DOLLS

TOY ELECTRIC STOVE

A LIFE LIKE DOLL AND BASKET CRADLE

Department Stores
and Recreation of

SALESGIRLS in the big stores are
usually either pitied for their sup-

posedly oppressed condition or

abused for their alleged indifferent at-

titude toward customers by the unin-

formed outsider. Doubtless there was

a time when the employes of these

concerns received no consideration
from the Arms for which they toiled
other than their stipulated wages.

There the relationship began and
ended. It is not so today.

The big store has found a soul; the
employer has awakened to a new sense
of responsibility. In part, this is due
to the growing altruism seen in all de-
partments of trade and commerce, and
In part to the recognition by the men
at the head of big retail shops that

generous treatment of their employes

pays In dollars and cents. Whatever

adds to the efficiency of the workers

conduces to profitable business.
As a result of the system of consid-

eration and assistance now established
In the best houses In our large cities
there is an esprit de corps among the
employes that distinctly enhances their
value.

In one of the best known houses in

the country every one who applies for
employment must undergo a physical

examination. Those who are unfit for
the work are rejected. This saves
much of the suffering that used to
come to those whose backs were un-
fitted to the burdens they tried to as-
sume. After the first examination is
passed the new employe is taken on
three months' probation and is exam-
ined frequently during that time.
Only the reasonably fit, therefore, ob-
tain positions in this store. After
three months' trial has been success-
fully passed, however, there is a con-
stant surveillance of the physical con-
dition of the employes. Those who de-
velop any weakness are watched with
especial care. A physician spends two
hours in the morning and the same
iperlod in the afternoon in the store,
?aid a nurse is in constant attendance.
Those who look a little run down are
weighed at regular intervals and if
they seem to be losing weight condi-
tions are inquired into and advice as
to diet and other matters Is given.

For those who are earning the mini-
mum wage checks to be exchanged for
milk and eggs at the soda fountain are
given free. Those who earn more get
the checks at half price. Help is also
given outside where home conditions
require it.

Boys and girls are also required to
have their teeth examined upon enter-
ing the employment of the firm, there
being a dentist on the premises for the
purpose two days in the week. All
newcomers must have their teeth
cleaned, and this and all minor work
is done without cost to the employe.

This firm maintains for the use of
the women and girls working for it a
clubhouse so near the store that it is
easy for every one to run in there for
luncheon and yet far enough away to
give a complete change of scene. The
entire first floor is given up to the
lunchrooms, tiie food served in them
being furnished at cost. On the sec-
ond floor are a library and a social
room, where there is s piano. The
Aoor above has a 1 estroorn and sewing
room. In the latter the messenger
girls receive instructions in sewing.
Recently they were all busy making
shirtwaists, the three best being

awarded prises. Now they are dress-
ing dollE, which will be theirs to give
away as Christmas presents.

A "romping room" takes up most of
the space on the -top floor, Wednesday

being dancing day.

All sorts of activities are centered
in this house. A glee club singß there
and they are getting ready to give a

i play soon. There are classes in first
r aid to the Injured, leading up to a

Red Cross certiAcate, and at times les-
sons In cooking, millinery, embroidery

end paper work.
The employes of this Arm go to a

regular school conducted by expert-

cnced teachers. Although all must
have had a certain amount of public

Look to Comfort
Their Saleswomen

school work before they can get the!'
working papers, some boys and girl.

are very deficient in certain respect*
and all of them need training in ord< ;
to apply what they have learned t<

their new work. For instance, poor

penmanship and spelling must be Im-
proved, and that very essential thing,

the ability to make good looking,

legible Agures, Is cultivated.
Those, to be sure, are elementary

things. There are numerous advanced
classes and the completion of a four

year course is rewarded with a cer-
tificate.

Behavior and dress are also the sub-
jects of Instruction. "It is surprising, -'said.the principal of the school, "to see
how quickly the ideas of the girls un-
dergo a change. Within a few weeks
a boisterous, overdressed girl will rec-
ognize as vulgar and comment upon

the very things that she formerly de-
lighted in.

The firm maintains a summer camp
for women and children and an all the
year around athletic clubhouse at a
nearby beach.

After three months spent in the em-
ployment of the Arm all the workers
become members of a beneficial asso-
ciation, and pay dues varying from Aye

cents to forty cents a month. This
entitles them to beneAts when ill and
to the payment of from $100 to $200 to
the legal representative at the death
of a member.

In addition to this help Is extended
in cases where investigation shows that
it is needed to those whose home con-
ditions or other circumstances make a
heavy drain upon a member. The
woman who has charge of this work
is also a sort of mother confessor and
general adviser to whom the girls can
go for help and counsel In times of
Btress and trouble.

In this store there is a large, light,
airy lunchroom, where the employes
may bring tlreir luncheons and supple-
ment them with food to be bought at
surprisingly low prices.

Up on the roof, so far removed from
the traffic of the store that one seems
to have left the building, there are wide
spaces with growing things for pleas-
ant days, and now that it is too cool
to be out there often there Is a large
Inclosed room, nearly all windows,
where the girls may rest or read dur-
ing their noon hour. The public
library In New York maintains one of
Its traveling branches, and to this the
Arm adds books from time to time.
One approaches this room through a
spacious conservatory with luxuriant
foliage and little pools in which swim
goldfish, a refreshment in itself.

There Is" another restroom In the big
building and a hospital where a girl
may go If she is taken suddenly ill or
meets with an accident. A trained
nurse is in constant attendance, and

there Is a resident physician. A room
is fitted up with X-ray and other mod-
ern appliances for the treatment of pa-
tients and there is a well equipped
laboratory. Customers who need emer-
gency treatment are also taken to this
hospital and such is its reputation that
it Is told as a joke about the place

that persons hasten there when about
to be ill in order that they may have
tho advantage cf Its ministrations.

Unique but effective help is given
to the employes who suffer from being
on their feet so much by the service
of a chiropollst free.

This house also has an employes'

association which not only provides
for, sick and death benefits but ar-
ranges for loans on generous terms
and seeks to keep the members out of
the clutches of the "loan sharks."

These two are typical stores. In al-
most every one of any size similar
measures are undertaken for the bene-
At of the employes, for their material
well being and moral protection.

Constantly the scope of the welfare
and emergency work in the big stores
is developing and widening. It is
blessing equally those who give and
those who take and is making of the
sales body a more self-respecting and
efficient class.

New China Likes
American Sweater

WITH the institution of the republic
in China came many changes, but
one of the most peculiar of these

and one with no mean significance was
the call for a new cut in sweaters.
China did not go to Paris for her styles,

but to San Francisco, and, uncon-
sciously, for their manufacture, to
Brooklyn.

San Francisco boasts a Arm of traders
with a thorough knowledge of the pe-
culiar workings of oriental commerce,
built up by years of experience, which
also brought with it the conAdence of
the Chinese. These people are prac-
tically the only exporters of sweaters
from the United States to China, and it
was to them that appeal was made by'those in China who had interest in the
matter of a change when a new style

was wanted.
With the unusual growth, since the

overthrow of the Manchus, of a desire
for European dress in those parts of
China more constantly in contact with
Europeans came the need, for with the
native dress an entirely different de-
sign is wanted. Naturally the result
of coming to the United States for ideas
was that the InAuence of designs here
was felt, and an article entirely Ameri-
can, with the exception of color, was
selected.

With the ample trousers, the tunic
or coat?also cut with an eye to com-
fort?has been the costume of the Chi-
nese for so many centuries that he
thinks none else necessary. Made of
cotton or eilk and latterly of woolen
materials, these two articles of wear-
ing apparel have answered all require-
ments; in summer only a thin suit be-
ing worn?sometimes only the trou-
sers?and in winter, coat put on over
coat until the desired thickness and
warmth is reached. This many coated
habit, made possible by the loose cut,
is now the national thermometer, the
degree of cold being designated by
the number of coats worn.

Instead of hearing that it was five
degrees above zero, one hears that itwas a "three coat cold day" or a "five
coat cold day." This method of des-
ignating is now being applied when
ordering a shipment of sweaters, the
thickness wanted being made plain by
calling for a three coat or a five coat
article. One of the curiosities of the
trade is the desire for thickness, much
more than in this country, as It partly
takes the place of an overcoat.

Colors distinctly Chinese have been
developed, light shades of the same col-
ors worn In the United States with
combinations and designs calling for
gaudy contrasts. Emerald green is a
great favorite when used alone on a
sweater. A pink design on a ground
of various colors is common. The tight
collarless neck formerly much in use
and designed to be worn with the
equally tight necked native dress is
now giving way to the American style
of collar, with its V shaped neck and
adaptability for protection against the
cold.

The influence of old China is still
felt, however, In the call for sleeve-
less sweaters, showing a desire and
love for its counterpart, a coat much
worn by the natives during the winter
and very often made of sheepskin,
with the wool toward the inside

Mystery of the Csarevitch's Illness

BECAUSE he is the czar's only son,
the recent illness of the Grand
Duke Alexis Nicholaievitch, the

czarvjtch of Russia, created profound

interest throughout Europe. The czare-
vitch, a boy of 8 years, is frequently
referred' to as the most interesting
child In Europe because of the political
situation! In Russia and because of the
effect his death would have on Russia

\u25a0
rectly on the whole of Europe,
mystery has surrounded the af-
n the first, and although it has
cially denied, rumor has It that
evltch was stabbed by a terror-
concealed himself on board the
itherto regarded as a safe and
achable haven for the royal

Although the rumor has been
denied, no statement satisfactory to the
people has been made as to the actual

rhe Grand Duke Alexis Nicbolaievitch.
the Czarevitch.

Passing of General Housework Girl
TRYING on new hats is nothing to

trying new majds. At least, one
may send back the hat one doesn't

confines her domestic activities to cer-
tain lines, such as breaking china, spoil-
ing pies and burning the beefsteak?
That is quite an extensive repertoire

for a maid, anyway, in these days of
specializing. The general work girl Is
no more. She is as much a back num-

ber as the bicycle or the puff sleeved
shirtwaist.

Those few relics of the species, which
formerly turned a hand to every home-
ly industry, from tending the furnace
to making the bed and straightening
the embroidery motto which hung over
It, are so scarce that they are mostly
In the hands of the collectors. They

are sought with greater avidity than
are the Columbian half dollars of the
issue of 1892.

You may engage a maid now to
launder the windows, but that is about
all that particular maid will do, out-
side of an occasional dusting of the
piano. If you ask her to cook she is

If you are fortunate enough to en-
gage a maid who will cook, you must
not expect her to wash the windows or
the clothes or even, in some cases, the
dishes. A girl who does upstairs work,
such as making beds, dusting.'cleanlng
and breaking crockery, will not cook
nor do any manner of work below
stairs. In dainty dimity apron and at-
tractive little cap, she is sometimes
quite an adornment to the house, but
when it comes to general work?lt's
out of the question.

Most women have given up trying to
engage girls for general work. Most
women have not the courage to endure
the scorn of the prospective maid when
general work is spoken of. A woman
loses caste In the eyes of her servants
If she asks them to do general work.
Many prefer to do their own upstairs
work rather than risk their reputation
by asking the maid to do general work.

An advertisement for a maid in a
newspaper generally brings many re-
sponses. Maids flock to the advertiser,
but when the prospective position is
discussed it is found that this one is &

cook and nothing else, this one special-
izes in answering the doorbell, and
another is a laundress. Some maids
who wait on the table are willing to
do a little light cleaning, but these are
few, and the profession in general
frowns on such lax methods.

A few years ago It was possible to
engage a girl for $18 a month, and In
return for this she cooked, made beds,
cleaned house, tended furnace and
swept the sidewalk. In spare moments
she might even amuse the* children.

Now $25 a week is scarcely enough to
Kay a maid who does only one line of
work, and she doesn't gormandize In
that. The housemaid has learned to
specialize just as have- the surgeon, the
lawyer and other professional men. It
is lots better for the housemaid, it
seems, but it is nqt easy on the women
who want help in the house,

The young woman whose husband
makes a fair salary is no longer able
to engage a maid. She is Obliged to
do her own cooking and other house-
wor* >ecau,e ot U. his* w.ge3 ac-

manded by girls who are only of lim-
ited use. A general work girl being
out of the question, the young woman
may engage a girl for the kitchen, but
she is obliged to pay more for the
work than formerly was paid for a
girl who performed every duty of the
household.

This is so great a drain on the ex-
chequer and there is so little work
done .for the amount of pay that the

mistress often becomes discouraged
and is forced to do her own work.

Even when there are but two in
the family it is next to impossible to
hire a girl to do anything outside of
her own special line of work.

It was formerly the custom for a
woman wishing a maid to go to an
employment agency and select one from
the score or more who wanted work.
It was a question of mistress selecting
maid, but nowadays it comes very
nearly being a matter of maid select-
ing mistress. The woman who goes
to an agency to employ a cook or a
waitress should take with her a certi-
fied pedigree and a recommendation
from one or more girls who previously
worked for her.

It is just the same if the gtfrl calls
at the house. She wants to know
whether the mistress' father is demo-
cratic or republican, how often there
is likely to be company at dinner, how
many flights it is to her room and
whether a late supper is served to
guests very often.

If the personal appearance of the
wouldbe employer is not quite taste-
ful to the maid there is no hope for
her. She might just as well try else-
where. No money could Induce a mod-
ern specialized housemaid with really
artistic temperament to work for a
woman who is not everything desir-
able esthetlcally.

It is no longer considered a polite
way of making conversation to ask a
woman, "Do you like your new maid?"

The question heard most commonly
Is, "Does your new maid like you?"

And right here It may be said that
most maids are new. One has, indeed,
a wide circle of acquaintance if she can
name three friends who have maids
who have been with them five weeks
or more. There is no such thing as
an old, dependable maid. The only
thing the modern housemaid may be
depended on to do is to leave, and she
does this consistently.

Housemaids in general may be
divided into two classes?those ?\u25a0??
don't want and those you can't get. In
other days those you didn't want?
which by some experts in domestic
science are classified as those you do
get?could be discharged. But this Is
not the simple matter it used to he.
It is a task which requires a vast deal
of aplomb and hauteur, not to »ay
Iron nerve. And it seems a long In-
terval of doing one's own work, for
maids are not to be gathered in from
the byways and hedges.

It is suggested that there will soon
be an agency for mistresses where
maids out of work may go to select
their employers. The agencies might
tabulate the virtues of the women who
wish to hire girls and classify them in
groups This would simplify matters a
little. The prospective mistress oould
spend two to three hours a day at the
agency offices, which would allow the
specialized maids to call at their con-
venience to select a mistress.
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