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'POSTOFFICE TELEGRAPH WILL
* FOLLOW THE PARCEL POST

T took less than a week for the interests which assuregi us the

parcel post would be a failure—that is, the express companies—

orow frantic over the success of the system; to complain that

1t was “unreasonable and unworthy” of ‘the United States govern-
ment to “compete” with them: to make impresshve appeals to agents

to

throughout the land to forestall, a§ far as they were able, with in-

creased politeness and improved service the popularity of the tUnited
States package delivery.
The “failure,” the “untoward burden” which was to be placed
the government by the inauguration of the parcel post was a
irighten children. The “scare” was made ridiculous within
a week after the parcel post was introduced—within a day, it might
be said.
The United States postoffice department has not yet reached
The next work it will prob-

ndertake is the inclusion of the telegraph and telephone service
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f its usefulness to the public.
its functions. This may be accomplished either by purchase
of the existing systems or by establishing a competing system. The
former method would be the more economical, ii'the acquisition
ould be honestly and fairly accomplished. = #
no new thing, the suggestion that the postoffice department
Postmaster General
1892 advocated that reform. He haspsince
his opiniohs on that subject and is quoted by the Phila-
North American as saying in New York ,in November, 1911:
‘learly of the opinion that thé government owes it to the busi-
ests and the family life of the nation to take possession of. all
he telegraph companies. The people have a right to a protected service
ly the government can give, to the use of wires without the
cial interests now secure at times and to the lower rates
 and possible.

ind operate the telegraph in America.
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stmaster General Hitchcock announced a vear ago that he

uld recommend to congress the acquisition’ of the telegraph lines
country. His suggestion did not get far, being checked by

Hitchcock pointed out that in fifty of the leading

resident.
countries of the world telegraph service was controlled by the gov-
a profit and to the satisfaction of the citizens. It is only
cratic America that the government admits itself incompetent
undertake a work which private capital finds so remunerative.

Uper

ation of telegraph lines by the government would mean
improved service and lower rates, a wider extension of the system
and more economy of management. Every postoffice would be a
telegraph office, every postbox would be a depository for telegrams,
which could be properly stamped beiore being deposited, just as a

elegraph companies have been reducing their rates by indirec-
tion, as if afraid to be frank and open in their bids for more business.
“bargain day rates” and

other such innovations are delicately worded devices to conceal re-

vight messages,”

“delayed deliveries,”

duction of rates. But the profits of the telegraph are enormous,

tigh their earnings probably do not rival the fantastic incomes

And the indirect reductions have caused
a great increase in the volume of business.

of the express companies.

The United States government could, if it were deemed the

iser policy, take over the companies by condemnation proceedings,
ierpont Morgan, for instance, would take over a bank or a

railroad and make the new property pay for itself out of its earnings.

ourse, there will be furious objection, some from the con-
servative element, which reluctantly.admits that the government can

below the estimated casts, but wili not admit that it
Bu* chiefiy the protest of outraged
will come from the teiegraph companies themselves. It

telegraph office.

take the United S*ates a week to make a popular success of
post. How long will it take it t8 operate a telegraph line?
the United States will soon be seeking the opportunity
that question.

the parcel
Inevitably
O answer

Superintendent Hyatt has issued a little booklet, “Live Questions
The livest one he could propose is, “What will the
legislature do with my job?”

for Debate.”

The indictment of Eibert Hubbard for misuse of the mail calls
the fact that while everything franked goes, stuff that is

frank éan’t.

History Has Some Contradictions to
Note at Gory Adrianople

DRIANOPLE, the center of bloodshed in the Balkans and of
diplomacy in London, must be inured to wars. . Throughout
the centuries there have been fought about its walls the
struggles of Christian and pagan, of civilization and barbarism, of

Slav a
Gibbons, in “The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire,” tells
of a fearful battle fought August™9, A. D. 378, within 12 miles of
Adrianople, or Hédrianople, as the historian spells the name, between
the empire of the east and the Goths. Valens, a feeble, enervated,
vaccillating emperor, who had been placed on the throne of Con-
stantinople by his brother, Valentinian, the Roman emfneror who
ruled in the west, led the Christians forth from Constantinople and
Adrianople against the Goths, who had come south across the
1 The arrogance of the barbarians had to be curbed, and
Valens impatiently assumed the task. His force was fearfully de-
feated; the emperor was wounded and perished in a hut which
was fired bv the barbarians.

Reference to this struggle is timely, as it emphasizes the fact
hat history may contradict as well as repeat itself. In the fourth
century conflict the Christians defended Constantinople and Adrian-
ople. Even the Saracens, if not at that time, at least a few years
afterward, under Theodosius. were Christians, Mohammed not yet
having .appeared. The attacking force was composed of the bar-
barians who were shortly after to overrun the emervated Roman
entpire because the Roman soldiers were too tired to wear armor,
as Gibbon says. ;

Today there is little of the blood of the Roman empire left in
== onftental army defending this obdurate walled city; there is none
of the religion, nothing of the cuiture, albeit much of the enervation,
that markgd the Roman defenders. On the opposing side there is
stilt imuch of the persistent biond of the barbarians, the Goths and
Scvthians and Huns, alive today in the vigorous blood of the Slav
besiegers of the Turkish city. But today the forces of Christendom
are attacking, not defending, Adrianople. The faith that is now
keeping the imperiled walls was nat then born.

Adrianople withstood the siege of the barbarians in the fourth

nd Saracen.

Danube.

century, even after two-thirds of the army of Valens was destroyed. | pe

To this date Adrianople has withstood the attacks of the Chnﬁfu
nations, even though the semibarbarous defenders have been defeated

at pheir outposts and driven in behingd the walls. Adfter the death of
Vaflens his, successor, Theodosius, treated with the barbarians, madeL
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BEGINNING TO COME HIS WAY

a peace and dared disaster by trying to assimilatz them into the
empire of the east, which they, in time, overran. By what process
will the besiegers of Adrianople of today secure this battle fretted
outpost of the orient? :

An evening school has been established at the University of
California. Why didn’t they think of that before? Now all the day-
light hours can be devoted to football. '

. . . 4 ‘. » !
The Chicago widow who wants to marry a “moral bachelor’!
does well to seek outside her own city.

Necessary Legislation Not Delayed by
“Bifurcated Sessions” Act

HE necessity for immediate passage by the legislature of an

act to increase the state revenues proves the wisdom of mak-

ing the “bifurcated Sessions” act elastic. Under the new law
the legislature meets first for one month for the introduction of bills,
then adjourns for a month for the consideration and popular dis-
cussion of the measures, and reconvenes for final enactment of the
laws. But emergency legislation may be adopted at the first session
if it"is approved by a large majority, or it can be introduced at the
second session under like ‘conditions. :

Much state legislation:is routine, and some of it is puerile, but
there is always a modicum of important laws to be enacted, laws
which vitally affect the people. It is such legislation that should
be discussed by interested constituencies.

The Pasadena Star sees another Value in the system, in that it
affords the legislators themselves opportunity to study the measures.
It says:

As between the study the people may give the proposgd new laws
and the research that conmscientious individual legislators may make in
this thirty day recess, it should be possible to detect and scotch any
and all “jokers” and ill advised vicious measures. The effect of this plan

should be decidedly wholesome, tending toward better legislation, more
carefully drawn statutes and fewer objectionable bills. 4

The Fresno Republican looks on it impassively “as a new and

Caminetti.”

There should be a value in-it, and while that value would be
affected if emergency legislation could not be adopted without delay,
the fact that such needed laws may be enacted at the first session
with the approval of a large majority protects the state, it would
seem, in full measure.

Pacific exposition. For whom?

Tremendous Profits Revealed By New
York Banker’s Testimony

HAT a bank can pay 18,000 per cent on i#s investment in 34
years and yet permit its stock holders to find nothing amiss in
financial conditions in this country is the prime delusion of
the age. : : :

The First National bank of New York, of which Pierpont Mor-
gan's friend, George I. Baker, is the head, is"the remarkable insti-
tution with the golden touch. Its mere money has multiplied itself
180 times, which is what is accomplished by the payment of 18,000
per cent dividends. Yet learned societies have debated over and
pondered upon the reason for the increased cost of living and Wall
street has exclaimed “not guilty” in accents wild and pathetic.

‘Mr. Baker has reluyt_,;mtly admitted that in bad hands the control
of the wealth of this counntry might be dangerous. What are bad
hands? Might they not be hands that permit wealth to accumulate
and disburse such dividends? Not that such accumulation has not
been accomplished legally and honestly, but the negative virtue
which permits such a system to exist; when it could alter it, is not
commendable. JE 7 : Bl

However, it is rather too Utopian to expect that Mr. Morgan
and Mr. Baker years ago would have gone before the New York
legislature and said: “Gentlemen, we are making too jntich money ;
our dividends are greater than our value to socicty—qrta‘ S

untried experiment, the invéntion and favorite scheme of Senator |

The Esperanto folk want to act as interpreters at the Panama-|

ANSWERS I

DICE SHAKING—D. P., City. Hoyle lays it
down as a guide to one whe wishes to shake dice,
three throws with three dice, that according to
the doetrine of chance he will not throw 1 out of
3 and make 36 or more. 1 out of 4 and make 37
or more, 1 out of 5 and make 38 or more, 1 ont
of 8 ampd make 39 or more, 1 out of 11 and make
40 or more, 1 out of 17 and make 41 or more, 1
out of 28 and make 42 or more, 1 out of 47 and
make 43 or more. 1 out of 81 and make 44 or
more, 1 out of 150 and make 45 or more, 1 out of
205 and make 46 or more, 1 out of 613 and make
47 or more.

* * *

STORY MANUSCRIPT—A W., City. Story
mannscript written on one side of the paper,
preferably typewritten, should be inclosed in
sunitable sized envelope so that it will reach its
destination flat. It should be addressed to the
publisher and should be sent by registered mafl
to insure delivery. The name and address of the
writer should appear on one corner of the title
page. Inclose stamps for return if not avallable,

* * »

BEROTHERS IN LAW-—N_ (. D., City. A eourt
once decided that ‘‘when two men, strangers to
each otker, marry two sisters they do not thereby
become brothers in law, yet many people reglril
them as such.”” A brother in law is the brother
of one’'s husband or wife, the husband of one's
sister.

* * *

POSTMASTERS—E. B., Livermore. Postmas-
ters are still appointed for four years. YWhen the
term expires they may be reappointed for a ke
perlod. If removed for cause within the period of
four years the successor is not appointed for the
unexpired term, but for a full term.

* *

MEN AND WOMEN-—S8. G. Y., Oakland. Aec-
cording to the last ceusus of the United States
there are more women than men In the popula-
tions of the district of Columbig. Massachusetts,
Maryland, Rhode Jsland and South Carolina,

* * *

OLD SONGS—D. A, C,, City. C. I. P. of Oak-
land advises that the oldtime songs you inquired
about, “Oh! Susanna’’ and *‘Old Virginia Shore.’
appear in ‘‘Harvest of Minstrel Songs,”” pub-
lished by a Boston music house.

4 * % *

ERMINE—Sub. City. ‘“When the spotless er-
mine of the judicial robe fell on John Jay, it
touched nothing less spotless than itself,”” is
from a speech by Danlel Webster at a public din-
ner in New York March 10, 1831,

PERSONALS

WILLIS N. MILLS, United States attorney In
charge of the prosecution In the Elk HIll oil
land cases against the Southern Pacifie, regis-
tered yesterday at the Palace.. He is accom-
panied by W, B. Henry and James C. Craw-
ford, assistant attorneys ih the government's
service. K

7

* * *

I, G. ZUMWALT of Colusa, who has instituted
court proceeding# to contest the recent election
of Coggressman Willlam Kent, registered yes-
terday at the Stewart. Zumwalt alleges that
Kent spent more than $750 in his election cam-
_paign, which Is a violation of the law.

* * *
W. E. MORRIS, cashier of the Farmers’ and
Merchants’ National bank of Stockton, and
Mrs.-Morris are at the Unlon Square,

a * * *

BERNARD WESTERMANN, a Standard Of1 offl-
cial, is a recent arrival at the Bellevue from
New York city.

* * ®*

BARNEY GORDON, a well known California

miniature painter, has arrivad at the Manx.

* * »
ERNEST WEYAND and R, Houx, realty brokers
of Colusa, are registered at the Sutter,

* * *
JOSEPH CRAIG, a Woodland hanker, and his
sou, John S. Craig, are at the Stewart.

- * *
CHESTER COREY and daughter, Miss Elizabeth
Corey, of Chicago are at the Falrmont,
* * -
¥, H. STIMSON, a retired mauufacturer of Ban-
gor, Me,, is a guest atithe Bellevue.
& * % * 2
DR. RALPH MOTHERAL and Mrs.: Motheral of
Hanford are guests at the Stewart.
? * * *
F. C. NEUMAN, a fierchant of Santa Rosa, and
Mis. Neuman are at the Sutter.

2 * * *
JUDGE W. D. FENTON, railroad attorney of
Portland, is at the St, Francis,
¥ :

y * *
D. W. BURNS, a Memphis, Tenn., business man
- is registered at the Bellevue, :

* * *
JAMES A, POLLICK and Mrs. Pollick of Pasa-

dena are at the Fairmont.
- » = :
GENERAL ROBERT WANKQWSKT is at the St
Francis from Los Angeles,. )
§ G
E. A, ROWE, a Los Angeles insurance man, Is a

3
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- PAPER

By GEORGE FITCH

Paper is the greatest known con-
ductor of wisdom.

By means of paper wisdom can be]
carried to all parts of the world at the

rate of 60 miles an hour. Paper en-
ables a wise man to spend 70 years
acquiring information and to bale up
the results of his labors in a five pound

.book and leave it to posterity.

The world was wise before paper was
invented but only in spots. Paper does
not produce wisdom, but enables it to
spread faster than measles. Socrates
was a great scholar, but when he pro-
duced a deathless thought he had to
walt until a crowd had collected before
he could graft it on to humanity. It
took many centuries .for the wisdom of
Plato to penetrate a few hundred miles
from home. But if Plato lived today
his dialogues would be syndicated each
morning and would appear before 11,-
000,000 readers in 198 newspapers, with
book, dramatic and moving picture
rights reserved. , 4

Before paper was invented wisdom
had to be printed on sheepskin, carved
on stone or engraved on wax tablets.
After a philosopher had carved up a
granite slab he generally had writer's
cramp, and if the world wanted to get
help to progress it had to come to the
tablet. Nowadays wisdom comes to
the world. It leaks in through the -mail
box in a thousand different forms and
clutters the front porch each morning.
We can buy all that Epictetus ever
knew\ for 10 cents and Homer is far
more widely known today than he was
when the only way he could get an idea
before the world was to sing it.

Wisdom has also promoted, love and
marriage to a wonderful degree. Six
thousand years ago a lover usually
started banging out a love letter on a
sheet of sandstone at the age of 15 and
was lucky if he finished it before the
girl was an old maid.

Paper has civilized the world, but it
is now too cheap. If paper cost five
times as much as It does our Sunday
papers would only be one-fifth the size,
and much of the information which we
get in them would remain beneficently
unwrote.

OFFICIAL GRIP TESTER

The handshake of conventional so-
ciety is not very satisfying, but it is
innocent. It never did any harm. That
is not the case with the handshake of
a considerable rnumber of persons
svhose strong emotions are chiefly in
their fingers. There are persons—even
persons in private life suffer from
them—who grasp a hand and give it
a squeeze that would break a mod-
erately thick walnut. The effort of
some muscular and warm hearted men
{s to erush the bones of any hand they
grasp, and not infrequently they are
successful.

Such persons ought to be kept away
from presidents and governors. Some
shrewd public men are Smart enough
to grab the offered hard before that
hand can grab their hand, ang from
the nettle danger to pluck the flower
safety; for all the advantages in hand-
shaking are on the side of the daring
and aggressive—the offensive, in fact.
But many public men are not skilled
at this, or lack the strength to' keep
up this stratagem for two -or three
hours.

Therefore the official who makes the
introductions and who can be replaced
as fast as he is disabled, should shake
the hand of every person in the line,
and the moment he encounters one of
these human vises he should signal to
a policeman and have him taken out
of the line and sent home; or he might
be locked up until after the reception.
—Philadelphia Record. 2

TIMBER IN THE TROPICS

One thing which the prophets of
worldwide timber famine forget i€ the
supply of tropical timber in a hundred
jungles, waliting the demand of the
white man. Until recently the coarser,
commoner uses of tropical timber were
hardly known outside the .tropics.
Mahogany, ebony, teak and rosewood
were brought to northern cities for use
in cabinet work, but the same ships
which brought these -tropical woeds
carried back pine for use in rough
structural work in the trepics.

Of late the subtropical woods, cy-
press and eucalyptus have come to the
front for all sorts of uses. Now
“greenheart,” an equatorial wood very
common in Brazil and British Guiana,
has been chosen for the locks of the
Panama canal

Investigators keep reporting that this
or that tropical wood is really well
fitted for ordinary use and can be had
at a moderate price by the use of mod-
ern lumbering methods. Twenty vears
in the tropics will grow a forest larger
.than can be produced in a century in
the north. - :

With the full utilization of the hot
lands of earth the timber famine will
be indefinitely postponed.— Chicago
Journal.

HEIGHT OF VARIOUS PEOPLES

A Berlin paper publishes the results
of investigation by a physicist, Pro-
fessor Muhlberg, on the average height
of different peoples. According to this
authority, the Anglo-Saxen race holds
the record. On an average the English
workman is 1.74 meters in height, or 5
feet 8 inches. Taking various oécupa-
tions, the Englishman averages 1.70 me-
ters; Norweglans, Danes, and Dutchinen
average 1.66 meters, together with the
Swiss, Russians, French, and Belgians.
Spaniards bring up the rear with a
height of 1.57 meters. The Pomerani-
ans are sald to b&® the biggest, while the
Bavarjans are the smallest of the Euro-
pean races. One pecullarity the German
professor notes is this: In England the
workmen are generally taller than the
shopkeeping class, while in France the
contrary is"the case, the difference be-
ing about two centimeters.

NOT NAMED AFTER ST. SOPHIA

Some may have wondered who was
the St. Sophia who gave her name to
the great church at Constantinople. It
is not named after a saint at all, its
correct designation, Agia Sophia, mean-
ing “House of Divine Wisdom." Ac-
cording to tradition an angel inspired
this name. Shortly after the founda-
tion of the church had been lald by
Justinian, a boy set to watch the
workmen's tools was visited by a ce-
lestial figure with wings reaching to
heaven.” “Go and tell the emperor,”
commanded the angel, “that this church
is to be named ‘The House of Divine
‘Wisdom,”” and on hearing the boy's

story Justinian obeyed the angelic
command.—I.ondon Chronicle.
SHE WAS THE “PARTY” 4

‘A young lady reporter on a country
paper was sent out to interview lead-
ing citizens as to their pelitics. “May
I see the gentleman of the house?” she
asked of a large woman who® opened
the door at one residence.

“No, you can’t!” answered the woman
decisively. ‘

“But I want to know what party he
‘belongs to,” pleaded the girl. :

. *Well, fake a good look at me’ she

said sternly. “I'm the party he be-
longs to.”—Judge. * s
DISCOVERED

-He—"!‘el. it's very true, a man doesn't
Jearn what happiness’is until he's mar-
ried. \

. She—I'm glad you've discoVered that |-

at last. _ 2 :
He—Yes, and when he's married it's
—Le Rire. e T

i ‘;.‘.:,' 3 ’ P
man always
‘on the outside of his roll except

"coing stralent home—New

puts the biggest bank |

It may not be lit-
erally true that cats
have nine lives, but§
over in Alameda are 4
two elderly spin-
sters who Kknow
that cats do really
come back. It does
not matter who these spinsters are.
All that it is necessary to state, for the

purpose of making a permanent record
of a tale that is being told on the
Alameda ferries, is that they are the
proud and devoted owners of a large
tortoise shell cat who answers, when
not otherwise engaged, to the name of
Tom. .

The milkman leaves a bottle of Pas-
teurized milk for Tom every morning.
There is a standing order at the
butcher’s for a daily supply of fresh
cat meat. Tom is welecome in any part
of the house it suits his fancy to visit.
He comes and goes as he pleases, and
if he could use it he would only have
to say the word and he could have a
latch key. As it is, when his social
activities take him out nights he
doesn’'t go home until morning, and
even then no questions are asked.

* £ »

These detalls indicate the regard in
which Tom was held by his maiden
mistresses. An appreciation of this is
necessary for a realization of their
grief the other day when a gang of
small boys appeared at the front door
with the mangled form of a beautiful
tortoise shell cat loosely disposed in a
basket.

The cat was terribly hurt, but alive.
A big dog down the street had done
the mischief, the boys explained, and
Fthey had brought puss home because
they knew how he was loved.

* * *

Followed an outburst of grief. They
upbraided themselves and each other
for not having discouraged Tom's wan-
dering tendencies.

“If we had made home more cheerful
for him,”moaned one of them, “poor Tom
might have been spared this awful
fate.”

She stroked a section of unchewed
fur and as gshe did so the cat raised to
her its remaining eye In a glance of
appeal

“Poor -dear! He wants us to help
him. Yes, Tommy-tom-tom, and so we
will. Martha! Telephone for Doctor
Carpénter. Ask him to come right
away. Tell him to bring his instru-
ments and some strong medicine. Tell
him that Tom has been very badly hurt,
but that he must save him. Hurry!”

= £ +

Alameda's handsome veterinarian was
at the house in a few minutes. He
made a complete survey of the con-
tents of the basket, shook his head and
pronounced Tom beyond repair.

“I'm sorry,” said the doctor, “but the
only thing we can do for Tom now is to
make the end easy by chloroforming
him.”

There was another scene of impas-
sioned grief. Through the hysteria,
however, the light of reason finally
dawned and the vet was told to “do it
and let us know when it is all over.”

They paid the doctor his fee of $2.50.
and for good measure Carpenter helped
them dig a deep grave in a shady cor-
ner of the garden and the cat was laid
away.

Half an hour later, as the bereaved
spinsters sat in the parlor, encouraging
each other's tears by recalling inci-
dents in the life of their buried pet,
there came a familiar scratching at the
front door.

They screamed. If they had believed
in ghosts they might have fainted. In-

walked Tom,
unscathed.

tired and hungry,

* *

The publication of this tale may ex-
plain the continued absence of some-
body's cat. Meanwhile the spinsters,
although regretting the $2.50, are
happy in Tom’s resurrection.’ Tom is
happy in being petted more extrava-
gantly than ever, and Dogtor Carpenter
is happy, for as long as Tom persists
in straying from his own fireside there
is always the chance of another $2.50,

* * *

Paul Neumann knows that the ferry
tales are widely read. There was pub-
lished in this column the other day an
account of his unfortunate effort to
locate the leaks in his motor boat., He
propped it up on two saw horses ani
filled it with water. He placed no sup-
ports under the midsection, and as soon
as the boat was full the weight of the
water caused it to collapse, a hopeless
wreck.

From the day the account was pub-
lished Neumann has been receiving a
steady stream of letters. . Some con-
tained friendly® advice and most of

| them “inclosed that partijcular section

of the column. One communication on
a postal card he has had framed., It
reads:

“Cheer up, Paul. The same thing
happened to the Twin Ped#ks reservoir.”

* * *

Talking about Alameda, the encinal
city. has outlived {ts reputation for
peace and quiet. No more can truthful
critics refer to the home of the after-
deck squad as “the e¢ity of the unburied
dead” or by any other slighting appel-
lation. As evidence of this transfor-
mation a correspondent writes as fol-
lows: )

“I wish that fou would call attention
in your column to the fact that Ala-
meda is no longer the sleepy burg that
folks who don't live there think it is.
This may sound like a joke, but it
really isn't. Did you know that it has
been found necessary, for the comfort
of the patients in the sanatorium, for
the city to establish a zone of silence?
Once upon a time that would have been
a good name for Alameda. We're grow-
ing, and I wish you'd say so.”

And there it Is, just as 1 got it.

LINDSAY CAMPBELL.

ABE MARTIN: |

stead they opened the -dopr, and in,
but’
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