
Bulbs for Spring Planting
ULBS MAY NOT have been

devised to meet the needs of
lazy garden-makers, but it is
certain that no other class of
flowers can be raised with so
little effort. Qiw merely de
posits the bulb.at the proper

depth in good soil and. waits
in lively ?\u25a0xjK'cta-tion ' until the ? stalks
grow and the tinners unfold./ Of course,
one can do more; a little.extm eare'.will
result in larger and finer flowers, espe-
cially with such tubers as the dahlia,
which always likes encouragement.

The popularity' of the dahlia has
grown witli leaps and bounds. It is
grown everywhere now, and lias been im-
proved and made over until there are
half a dozen types and hundreds of va
rieties. Dahlias may be grown from
seed with fair prospects of flowers the
first year; but the common practice is
to set out tubers in late May or early
dune. The ground may well be enriched
with a little well-rotted stable manure,
or with pulverized sheep manure ?an

excellent fertilizer, by the way, which
may be bought in small quantities at
the seed stores.

Gladioli should go into the ground
every two weeks from the first of May
until the first of duly in order to have a
steady crop of tlowers. They like a
rather rich soil, but will grow and bloom
satisfactorily in any garden. When
planted for effect, the plants should
stand four to six inches apart; but when

grown for cutting, they are hotter in
rows ;i foot apart, so that t hey may bjß
cultivated easily. Manure water omv a
week hel])S them along.

Montbrotias, handsome flowers which
resemble gladioli, should be grown in
masses. Among the good varieties are
(iejinania, Ktoile de IVti and Rayon d'Or.
Unlike gladioli and dahlias, the bulbs do
not need to.be Lifted. With a light cover-

ing of leaves, the plants will survive -thf
winter and continue to bloom year after
year.

Many of the lilies are best planted in
?the Spring.- They like a sandy soil, and
if such is not available, the bulbs may
be deceived by digging a hole and filling
it with sand before planting. Lilies
need to be set deeply ? from eight to
twelve inches ? and about a foot apart.

It is best to start Tuberous rooted
begonia in the house in March or April,
and to plant them out about the end of
May. Although they do not pine for
the sun, they are exacting as to soil,
Avhich must be very rich and moist. Many
soils are improved by spading in sand
and old cow manure or pulverized sheep
manure, and plenty of water should be
given throughout the summer.

Tuberoses usually are set out about
the middle of May, but will flower much
earlier if started in the house in March
and set out late in May. Liquid pulver-
ized sheep manure once a week will push
the growth.

Garden Wrinkles
A farmer friend has just presented

jour family with a gourd dipper that has
a knot in its handle by which one may
hang it on a hook or nail. The knot was

I literally grown there, as the string was
slipped on to the gourd when the latter

! had newly appeared on the vine. The

I tying did not seem to retard the growth
of the gourd, beyond causing it to pro-

jduce more neck than it would otherwise
I have done. Certainly it renders the dip-
!per much more useful, and the oddity
!of it will cause it to be preserved for a

! long time. ?L. M. C, Birmingham, Ala.
I had such fine tomato plants last

year that I want others to know my
! method of starting them. Small turnips
| were scooped out, leaving a thick shell,
! which was filled with rich soil. The seed

1 was planted in this, and when trans-
planted the turnips were placed in the
ground without disturbing the roots of

< the young plants. The shells then made
good fertilizer for the tomato plants,
which thrived unusually well and formed
a fine, stocky growth.?P. X., Indianap-
olis, Ind.

A very simple and effective cure for
]poisoning from sumac, poison ivy, or
jpoison oak is obtained from Boracic acid.
jBring a solution of the acid to the boil-
; ing point. Wring woolen cloths out of it

and lay upon the affected part as hot
as can be borne, covering with another
woolen cloth to keep in the heat. When
cool, repeat. Keep this up for twenty
minutes; then, wait two hours and re-

peat again. This helped my husband in

I a very severe case when everything else
jhad failed, and the second day we were

I obliged to use it only three times. It

I does not burn as might be expected, but
stops both the burning and the itching,

\ and is very soothing. ?I. B. M., Pasa-
jdeua, Cal.

I have found a very satisfactory way
jof holding potted plants along porch
jrails so that there is no danger of their
falling off, and so that the water will not
drip down on the porch. Take a piece
of wire about the weight and length of
wire used for croquet sets. Bend the
two ends of the wire under the porch
rail for about three inches. Then, bring
the wire up and over the porch rail and
form a loop projecting out from the
porch. Into the loop set the flower pot,
which will be held securely. Of course
the loop may be made larger or smaller
for pots of different sizes.?Miss A. L.
F., Cushman, Mass.

The way to keep the pansy bed in
bloom all summer is to pick the blossoms

before they fade, give liquid immure
freely after midsummer and remove :i

Dart of the plant with the blossoms after
the season is well advanced.

Almost any kind of bright wood ber
ries may be preserved for decorative use
in the house by dipping them in melted
paraffin and putting away in a cool
place until needed. Treated in this way,
they will retain their brightness and
shape for months and will make an ef-
fective decoration. ?R. E*, Janesville,
Wis.

To prevent the soil from forming a
crust on the top of flower pots, as it
tends to do, thus preventing the seeds or
plants from thriving well, sprinkle a thin
layer of white sand over the soil where-
ever there are seeds. This also helps to
retain the moisture.?"R. 8., Madison,
Wis.

If the garden-maker wants to keep
close track of plants, shrubs and trees,
he should carefully label them. Labels
made from zinc cut into strips are per-
manent, and the name of the variety will
not be rubbed off if written with an
ordinary lead pencil.

When cut worms feast on the aspar-
agus, plant lettuce among the plants.
The worms will usuaHy not molest the
asparagus so long as the lettuce holds
out. This may seem like compromising
with the pest, but it is sometimes worth
doing.

If the sprinkling can is found to leak
just when you want to use it, the annoy-
ance will be great. Keep a little solder
on hand, but in an emergency use soap
for a makeshift.

Instead of pulling lettuce up by the
root, cut it off above ground. It will
grow the second time.?Miss M. M.,
Waxahaehie, Texas.

Often, in baking apple pie the juice
runs out and leaves the pie dry. This
can be remedied by stewing the apple
skins with a little sugar and pouring the
syrup obtained from this over the pie-
crust.-

If you want to utilize left-over boiled
potatoes, cut them up, add a slice of bread
cut into dice, and fry all together. The
resulting dish is delicious, and helps to
make a few potatoes ' * go around.''

To remove ink stains from the handd:
Rub the inner surface of a banana peeling
vigorously over the ink spots, for a few
minutes, and no trace of the ink will re-
main.-
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"In One Hour
; I Learned to

:Play the Piano
at Home"

? Without ? Lessons or Knowledge of
' Music You Can Flay the Piano

; or Organ in One Hour. ? '???.?'
Wonderful New System Thai Evan a

Child Can Use.

ssHsdsQaaV Hi?/ ' NeverSs9 llfy Touched a. Impossible, you say? Let us prove It at
our expense. \u25a0, We will teach you to play
the piano or organ and .will not ask one
cent until you can play. ,

A musical ' genius k from ; Chicago has
invented a wonderful system whereby any-
one can learn to play the ? Piano or Organ
in one hour. With this new method you

? ; don't have to know one note from another,
yet ?in? an *hour of practice - you ,-\u25a0: can 'be
playing the popular music with all the ., fingers of both hands and playing it well.

The invention is so simple that 'even a, child can now master music without costly i
Instruction. Anyone can ihave this ; new
method on a free trial merely by asking.
Simply write saying, "Send me the Easy

'. Form :': Music V Method as announced In
The semi-Monthly Magazine ? Section. *

FREE TRIAL
The complete system together with 100 !
pieces of music will then be sent to you
Free, t all :charges * prepaid and absolutely

not one cent "to pay. You keep it seven
days to thoroughly prove It is all that is
claimed for it, then if you are satisfied.
Bend us 11.50 and one dollar a month until

; 56.50 in all is paid. Ifyou are not delighted
with H it. send ?It back in seven idays and
you will have risked nothing and will be- under no obligations to us. . ?
. Be sure to state number of white keys on
your piano or organ, also post officeand ex-
press office. Address Easy Method Music
Company 114 Clarkson Buildlng,Chlcago.liL

WL'mW M Bonanza fjLfl
IAssortment I I |T||

T SeedS \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0
r» mm Oct this foryour kitchen
/_ Aff garden. For 16c postpaid. Worth 85c
"VsaM I -." Sure to please, 1 package each t
I M 1 Cabbajre Carrot Cucumber
I 111 Lettuce Onion Radish
IiI I Above collection and sixbig pack- OK-

V I's1 11 *\u25a0?\u25a0 \u25a0 choice flower seeds s5s"C
;\\la -. ; IS packages la all.
JaWPHr or send 300 and we add the wonderful New

///"v1 \\k Earliest Bed Riding Hood Tomato?alone sells
111 yj at 16° Catalog and Premium List FREE.
\skJmW *\u25a0«\u25a0?'\u25a0"\u25a0? »«*lCo- \u25a0 32180. itfi St., [sCrotii m.

J^^Sv Write lor 78rd Annual Catalogue

' 7 ??' of frult *nd ornamental tree*and plant*
"?'
_

D'RECTfromtheMostCornpleteNursery
J^^p^/Z/ stock ,n America. NO AGENTS COM-
P9HU Ar/ MISSION TO PAY. Everyspecimentrue to

«. mm* J// 'species and Inprime condition. 73 years of
2v_ ay/ honest dealing,write forcatalogue TO-DAY.
&& jff/MT. HOPE NURSERIES, Bos 846. ROCHESTER, NY.

Ellwanger a Barry
NmCASTLEf

is the greatest book on the culture ofroses and othert(KKSUNOS'(MiI
is the greatest book on the culture ofrosea and other
plants ever published. 70 pages, exquisitely Illus-
trated Innatural colors. \u25a0 Describes wonderful (toaster

Roses, hardy plants, bulbs, seeds, etc.. world's best
for home planting --FREE. Write now. Roses of
New Castle always grown on their own roots.
HELLER BROB.CO.Box 234.NewCastle.Ind.

& Grelder's !Fine Catalogue
m and calendar of pure-bred poultryfor 101.1, large,
mm many pages ofpoultryfacts, diflereut breeds lvnatural. \u25a0 ass colors, 70 varieties illustrated and described. lucu-

wU MW batora and brooders, low price of stock and eggs for
mmmW hatching. Aperfect guide to allpoultry raisers. Send

Z?b£?*' :Mo for this noted book. ?\u25a0--..\u25a0 _ '?'\u25a0_'".-
B. H. eSSZDSS, BOS 133 Hhssms, Pa.

We can encore an Advertiser only by your applause.

SPECIAL

DAHLIA.
ROOTS

Six for n-oo
Hert'is an unexcelled opportunity to

secure an. assortment of selected va-
rieties of Dahlias that will bloom
profusely this season.- The roots that
we offer are vigorous and healthy and
will grow and sprout in ordinary soil.
All that is necessary in soil preparation 'is to provide good drainage. Orders
will he received now and roots shipped
prepaid at proper season for planting.

This offer may not he repeated as
the supply is limited.

E. M. INGRAM
Elkins Park, Montg. Co., Penna.

A Collection of

Artists' Proofs
is the next thing to owning the original drawing.
All my proofs are the lirst printing from the originals.
This month's otter is a two color proof of a drawing.
"The Treaty of Peace," by Remington Schuyler, one
of the most popular artists of American fiction and
literature.

Start Your Collection Now
Enclose ten cents (coin or stamps to cover
and packing) for this beautiful picture in its ordinal
colors, size W>i \ 14 inches, printed on high finish
enamel paper.

ABeautiful Den Picture for Any Home
Many other leproi actions by famous artists

F. A. BARR, 1400 Kesner Building, Chicago, 111.

QjXaf Bnckbee's Giant Spencer Orchid
\u25a0 jSS*IS\ Flowered Wavy Pelaled Sweet Peat

U_»# Ills* * wi " 80,1<1 r

'
,ePsrste,

A-* Jl TOT IUC full-size packages,which
E&sXjSa>s*aV <mlmmammmm '" dainty, harmonious

''"luring are simply exquisite. My dow
sl\»"W CDCC Bookot Buckbee's'PuUotUfs"
mm*fjsl aT IxILCs Seeds, I'lants, Bulbs, 160 pages,

HUM* 800 Illustrations, 28 in colors. Most complete
wAmU Harden A Farm lluide issued. Big MoneySaver.

Oet a copy. Don't wait. Send tor yours today,
M 11. W. Buekbee, Roeklord Bead Farms,

mmMmM 8436 Buekbee St. Rosktord, IllUola.

IW*m\ T \u25a0 iV'On
PI WXW our new catalogue contains a big list ofthe greatest
SB WAT nursery hargaina ever odered. Less than naif
\u25a0 \u25a0sienU' prices I illoroUri guarant**4l
H \u25a0 This catalogue willsare yon money I }

\u25a0 Don't buy your plants tillyou're read It. \ a*!\u25a0afl RICH UNO NURSERIES, Box 218 Rochester ,H. VA^CF\u25a0j mem RockeMtT it (a* Irt*cenur of (As world. V*

Strawberry Plants Free
Your name on a postal willbring f> plants of

?
the famous Bradley Strawberries to your
nearest Postofflce Free. We want you to testthia wonderful variety on your own jrrounds.
by writing; a postal we wiltreserve the plant*
till early Spring and mail th< m to you ABSO-LUTE! V FREE. The Bradley thrives in all
localities and on any soil: fine flavor, extra
lanre, bright flame red color and enormously
productive. This offer is for immediate ac-
ceptance, and we will mail our Book on Straw-
berries including the everbearing varietiesfree also.

BRADLEYBROS.. Suite 20, Makanda, 111.

cVFRAT. PINsT
I IftirSLa Ca/a/ogutmCo/or free?. rTvtßvpiMJ I
lilßjj-lChasK. Grouse I

NORTH rATTLEBORO.MASS. Boxß-lftl

¥
GUARANTEED 55JHJ"
cubators, Supplies, etc. Highest quality.
Lowest prices. All about It in book,
"PROFITABLE POULTRY." Has 128 pages,
180 fine pictures. Lots of plain, practical facts
that will enable anyone to succeed with
poultry. This great SOc book sent for 5 cents.
Barry's Poultry Farm, Box 253, Clarlnda, la.

125-Egg Incubator and Brooder <-4Bp&i
Freight Paid £?..«' Both for£If%|S|jW
JS^PSIHot water; double walls; TilIn nl*«SS

Icopper tank--hest construe- \u25a0SI II U II UafflfA/tion. Write for Free Catalog. \u25a0 "SP |J(IOJ* II fcV(PSaffal Wisconsin Incubator Co 80i22 Racine, Wis.

Money In Poultry §J|Fb£Zs
and Sauabs Foy'BBig Booktellshow - ilslwiiP

\u25a0 Describes World's largest TMnrpara-bred poultry farm; given (Teat mass of poultry
Information. Lowast prices on fowls .eg-(s,ln«ubatora. ?" -as. .
Mail**aa. P. POY,Bex 34, Dss Meinss. lowa sPsßj


