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The bystanders aided him to
rise while the players engaged in an
argument as to the legitimaocy of a
“ringer’’ mado on a boy's head. Ab.
eaught his breath and made an attempt

to talk.

MY MIRROR.
Biiween the orchard and the mill
The brooklot of {1s lsughing tires §
nters there grow deep and sull
t the plers, old and moss-grown,
tho little bridge of stone
bore and thers, with wikd rose

I wps o valn young eountry maid,
Each diy ot noon sent to the mill,
Ang used ta lolter o the shade,
And lean above the jugged plor
Boyond the wild rose crenplng near,
And pocr into the plagid rill

"Twan not the watar lllias there,
Nor puli I sought;
Bul bgk 10 me bright ¢ and hair,
BSun-tanelod, framed it Wlowy grean,
Refled throw thelr glatnorous shegn
Anil kepl me longer thatt they ought,
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SLACKER'S WILD MAN.

The Eensation of Radical City---
How It Ended.

[Written for this Paper,)
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I_; il.‘u'_li..'l.l-ln\'u_ 1hl'j.'|l'|‘\"
ok !!‘i'.__:ml top of
Hickson's Bluffl It's
dlanting rays fell
JApon the score of
¥ roofs and general
w innetivity of Radi-

enl City. The major
portion of the male inhabitonts of the
Vedly” woere congregated at Perdue's
dry goods, hads
witve, diug and furnituve store, post-
silice, pul hall and real estate office.
Tho vedidue of the males, with but two
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sombined orocery,
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YRUNS RIGHT PRART,"' SOME ONE RE-
MARKED.

s

*] se—se—seen him!" he gasped.

WWhob’

A wi—wi—wild man!

“Waonrt"

That “whur” expressed volumes of
interrogation and was so emyphatic that
the vinger discussion wis drapped,

“In the Bie Timber," Al answered,
recovering his breath somewhat

“Teil us all aboutit!”

1

ral.

I'with hisown im-

:"."‘.l'f.l L LA

Ab. seemed to swal

portanee as lie Degian oratorically:

“] wns eorter \-:.r-‘flll' lone w'en 1
yeared s mighty funny noise. I erep’
np, an' peakin® through the haw bushes,
I snw —""

“The wild man?" interrupted an
enger yoice.

UNaw!!

rest coon

norted Ab! *Twas the big-
Must a weigh-

ever ] seen.
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appeared from Radieal City, leaving

behind him a small mountain of debt.

The stage driver reported having seen

him at Baconville nextday, but in spite
of this the theory that the wild man had

eaten him was generally accepted.

Al the women and children of the
"t.‘It}"‘ were present for the reason that
they were afenid to remain at home,

As before, the only two persons who
werd absent were old man  Bitley
anid Ab. Blacker. These two were en-
gaged in earnest conversation in the
“front room’’ of the little house where
the farmer *batched' alone.

“Ab,” old man Ditley was saying,
with anod of lis white-wrapped head,
by way of emphasis, “thar's right
smart uy money in hit for us if we work
hit right.”

Bitley presented a rather peeuliarap-
pearnance just then. That pavt of his
fnoe that was not concealed by the
hugee bandage that enveloped the ma-
jor portion of Lis head was of a de-
eidled saffyon hue.

“How nir we goin' to mnko it!
askad Ab,

vJest this way.
a jerk of his thumb toward the cro
al Pordue’s—*them fouls want to kil

the wild man:  "Stead uv that, it's oumt
game to keteh him alive."”

“What for?" queried Ab,

Old mat i"ifl.-'.'- began tounf s1d his
plan to the open mouthad Ab. The
wild mnn was to be ¢ taken to

Them fools" —with
vl
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somo laree ¢ity, to b exhibited al
musenms or sold to seme showman for

A i !I',lllr 21m.
“Why!" broke out the elder schemer,

“thar's a bar'l uv money in hit for us!

Jest think what a ent'osty he'd be!l
The \:....]]_-. hass, or two-hewded ziv
hain't no whur! Aove in the middle

uv his forechend®  Hit'll set the country
| plumb wild!"

“Wal,"" hesitatod Ab.,

sure 'bout that eye; L was excl

“Iwon't he si
ted right
smart, you know,"
Noxt morning, the expedition; con-

gisting of nearly the entive population

“Blane the eoon!

wild man!"

Fell us about the
broke in several volees.
Thus :t'1|11-<"f-jl"ll|. Al !llm'-‘l-lll'lli
“Jost as 1 was loosenin’ up the trap
spring, I yeared sumpin’ bhehind me.
L looked I'-,-lii'n[, an' ;.:-Iu'l ;_’i}\"!u'l‘r1

“Whatt"

“The wild man stood within
four feet of me! I jest there
with iy mouth open. Counldn't & said
n word if I'd a-be'n killed forit. My
foot was on the trap spring an’ the
coon wiggled outan’ started to limp
away, The wild man flew at him like
a wolf, an' killed him with two licks of
went for
the coon, I sorter came to ‘myself, an’
||I'.|'|.;|n..1|t t|1.l'.|'l:_*h the ”'I'll‘hl'!']i]\" the
dickens bofore daylieght!  I'looked back
Id man was goin’ the
in' the coon. Biggest

there

gtond

hisbiz ¢lub,  As soon as he

" 9
once, an’ the

other way, d

Bx }n!?.J:!._ wore louwneine in front of
the Motropolitan  Hotel,
gisted of u one-story “main pact"
an unielialile lpoking

Excoplio

which eon-

aud

Cii=-to,

)
» bulldings, which, with the
if a bl |\~'||-|'h~1-,..'!:‘ formed

the entire business portion of Rudical

City, st al v other with their
% res loss, w LOW eyes from Oppo=
gile s of the narvow little stroet
Che two exceptions, the mnles of
Batlien! who were not present at the rog-
mlar rallving-place, were old man Bit-
ley and young Ah Slacker. The former
wis  the vicetim of a grievous

attnck
nelghboys
]‘hl'
where in
Ris 'coon traps.
I ¢ of

of the “yaller as the

jandors,”

snominated

his ailment.

latboy ~-i|'rn;|<|.-'--'-! to be some
Timber examining

strool

1#‘!’,{' e ol qguoits was ooinge on.
A i B

'li' yquodis In 0osa upon this o LsINn

wel HO'sesioes !_"-iil_(’l'q” ]i'l' ||‘_u.!'-,

ealled them,y No one had thrown a

ring [ me time and the Inter-
esl In the gnme wns waning,

Phin Dozak tarned his eyes up the
rondd to where it hent into the lane that

van into the Bige Timber.

As he looked,
bond and came
wl at the top of his S]n d.

th
stroke,

tad

LS LY

& lirir I
down the 1
His feet t

amnpzine |

he

winkled up an down w

and, al each

" K
By,

thoy senl up 1 f dust that lo

almost golden as the ravs of the de-
clinine dn honhe 1‘..:'”"""51 it As i
appreached, Phin saw that the runner

was A slneker,

nes

Ab.I"  Phin orvied,

it's broke loose now?"’

Runs vi Lt peart!” some one re-
marked ihen, the attention of al
wis turned to the game. A wellli-

oo 1 { had malde & 'y '’

”1 I.‘" .
But eager questions interrupted Ab.
,and the d
I nnfin

SCEILpLon, 1

conn [ evel sean.

nerain

eseription of the coon
hed.  From AL
bwas that,
than IVeriare
waa hideously

4 nx-

l".l!'!ll'll

hious no tallep

hoy, the wild man ile-

formaod, beine the possessor of :|.::.|-i_'.
distorted i arlyy out of all like-
1pes to 1 human form.
If Abh's teslimony was to b

believed, the wild man’s appearance
was enough to feighton a timid person
into fite, e had claws, Ab. affirmed,
and teeth as sharp as those of a wolf.

oreat “wall” of amnzement

'I:'r" ":"\'l--lliﬂ._: h.n';-..[‘ m |i|- the listen= 1 before !":\}' Had oven dig-
ers hold their breath fn astonishment, | eovered atrace of the wild man, he
only to burst out & moment later with o | Was dispos:d of to the entire sutisine

of Ridieal City, did not start on the

hunt b
planned, owing to the heavy storm that
had ocourred during the nieht.  Afve
the breeze had shaken the drops from
the heanches, the expedition was
laved for some time waiting for Ab
Slacker, whose services as o ruide were
in demand. No Ab. was to found,
and finally they started off without
him.

Shortly after they disappeared in the
woods, a spuller expedition, consisting
of old man Bitley and young Ah,
Slacker, might have been seen making
a ghort cnt to the timber. The old
man's head was still wrapped in a great
bhandage, from which his saffron-hnoed
face peered anxiously forwamd., The
“valler janders,” had before

;\I"Illl i'.iln l'l|“1I||'Irl| to the house was of

wild-mhan a8 enrly ns had n

whieh
only seeondary importinee when there
wits o wild man in the prospe
Eacly bore and
with {1

tive.

n oan algo i ro

e wild man.

ned old IV

witch aur chances

which Lind
“Wa'll slip up,” e

“ '._-.-'\'. L

xpla

these yere ropes over his arms an’
legs, Then we've got him! One uy u
sbavs to wateh him an' the other don-
ble quicks to town to fetch a wagon
'J-‘ "
itn

“I'"l gol" Broke in Ab.  *I kin ron

the fastest."
“Yes, 1 rockan that's the best way,"

il HEn

tion of Loth,

“He hadn't but one eyve, Ab

prowdly, * that

‘an Wi

middle of iz forehead, an' was red in
glowin' like o gonl of fire!”” So elated
was Ab. at his sudden popularity that
he hardly realized where faet ended
and faney bezan. He paused and a
chorus of excited volees avose

“Thar!” said Phin Dozak, 4

1 1
| one ka

thars I|.-J w'at's he'n st in*  onr
shoats an' cluckens. No longer ag
tl a yistiddy, Itold oll man HDower

!"" sneered Perdue, the mer-

rietortaed

Phin, “you kin
s all von want to, but hit's a fact

In't1 tell yon, Bower

But old man Bower was already a

‘ roil down the road and the Httle crowid
was melting rapidly away, all intent

‘ il the ne
it}

q
me | tl riyal
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ing the lirst to ret
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ry tence of apathy had dis

guare m the |

“An’, " added Ab,,
none ol e 1

Yo won't rive
ney to nobod ¥

- EEETELCY AIL

clearing, at one side of whish stood .'L]
bshack," or eabin, Just hefore |
the hut, and, with one of its branches
thrust throueh the roof of the frail
structure lay a great hackberry free, |
uprouted by the power of tho tempest.

Cantiously, the two advaneoed to tho |
half-open door of the cnbin. From |
within came low moans, a3 if ol o per- |
son in pain.
They examined the ropes, and then
old mnn Bitley }lHa‘in:ll tha door softly

LTI

-

opelL.

“Halt, thar!” a weak voice said, as
Bitley stood on the threshold.

.\ll'. with fear and Bitles ¢
yallow face grow yellower, ns
found themselves facing a cocked and

1 1
L OOK

i |

1! f

have Lo go vight smart pefora they i
him. ™

‘-:;_’i|' and the Inst m _l_

ns nimaost

va of the deelining san rested on
the face of the deformed i;...}' \
lossod goul left the distorted body and
denth captured Al Slacker's wild mon.
Nuever more wonld he be hunted,

Ihe

1 . g
1O I

sick woman lny hall uneonseious

for sevi l'.lh davs. ]i\ the tune sha 1oe
turned to her right mind ant began to
gain strength, the simple burial service

acher Hobbs, from Dacone-
solemuoizoed,

and the poor, mishapen form had Locn

nt which Pri

ville, I-su--\:-irli. had been

loveled gun. The “-"'li'llil_l with its
breech resting on the poor bod, was
upheld by a sick woman, so thin nnd
feehle in appearancs that it seemed as

if life was held in her wasted b "]:- only
by slirlite hiond. Hor oves

rleamed unnaturally bright with ex-
Hlement l

ourning, hectle fluslh on her sunke

3
vhicoks
On a thin, worn guilt, on the floor,

‘m of Ab, Slacker

vith the bload
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1 hair was cloti
et wound in

Ol man Bit Gy Zruspot 1o sitnation.
o interrapted the pitiful ple
the womnn.

UYor barkin' up the wrong tree,” he
was 48 coothing

baen uttered in t

anid, and his volce
if the denial had

maoEl ':!uli" pinl parap
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the homely stane of the borider

“We hain't a-Huntin® noboly vy
“What air them ropes fe L -
veraill the woman
“T'o tin the shoats with.'' alid man
Bitley answered, promptly. “Storm
lnst nicht blowed down thi 11
iy | Ibt an' let twent
5 .fi! 1 wWie | L LY i
Half the town's ba'n a-helpin® n
Wit tehedd 1 but L | 1
al\iia | i v e dieiy
n ot ¥y, s0 we bra theso
1 in' to t em an' haol ‘em

tie flush faded fi

The cun beon

'he Dot
nan's faeao.

and old man Bitloy spig
d it on the flog
strength Imparied

had ‘-‘_--\!{ the

and |

Wi
wink
Olek man Bit

L B ]I

wanville an' f

wlar 'II‘I.‘ repliod the other
L "y qa-oroin | 1 .

| Oourn i

on the western peg and the players ut | ed from Radieal City e'er the sun went
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and fear, and there was a|
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lik 5 breathing fitfully and moaning
§ if in 1-." ks r';'_'_": Ineonseiotls,

Y vio bn's me  turkey huanters of twe
wnted from place to plu 1 now it's fore. Several times they were
ome toan ends  Hevmerey! Hov—"' discovered, bhut each time they

adings of |

instend of in |

1adow of the
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told was o1 [ pu 1

Shortly after loaving or

wsband had died, lopving L8

morteasald “elain’ and the deformoed

| diotic =on, Misfortunes did not

[ 'I|'_']I". As tho boy grew older,

he daveloned ire to

B
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| of hor

printe whatever strnck hisfancy

v of di

There were minmi 4 P
nioval among thy neterhbors and hits
of necessary rostraint for the unfor-

| tunatoe .:""n-..' -'\‘.'.I"I! ".-il | thoey Wola
lenient out of pity for his afflie.

Thon the morlgage

forehead. The rav of liv L ] 1, and th widle nd ors
teaved in throngh the hole inthe rouof were home
:,. his face, \ 10 not viclou ] Wwonwun r ived her se ity
‘m'\-.l\-. ik and viear ' | T i to  another tawn, from
]1 body was diste i almost out .rll'.i|- ‘ He Was apoodi)y forced to
lkenoss 't-" n hownan form Tho ) of | jo ey by the thievish wavs of the
the previous night's storm 1 f 1ot From plice to place she wans '
apon him, and his bed g \ deved, upheld by the mother-love and
wit, while, in adepression of the floor, | desire te protect the innocent sinner
vig ol nool of wit A | | A 150 h unmitted what, in the
e, OV ried and broken, lay .!\.\ sty i5 the equal in depravity to any
ind on the Joor w tho remnnnts of dnie on the ealendar—horse-stenling, e
W ]-Ir‘."\rni'll‘u'_li.‘.. I'he limb of | The ontia noirhborhiood was deler-
the linekberey troe, that had broken i ned that the idiot should be sume
way through the roof, reachal almost | mavily p lied, either by the penis
i ,;_‘._ loor tentinry oy v,l.-_-._ PEERLY, ‘I..' ”Il!
i the fall of | widow flod in the uwight, taking wise
en the limb | her the unfortunate son, now a man in
tiruck dawn s but o ehild v intelleet.  Tursuit
the defor; v i who now » Lbut she eluded it At
maining on le last, after prolonged wandering, they '
Y vt € LR Il;"a:\."i ad tl I f'.:_'-- in the o 'il.'ii.“ [ the ”'};
wolnan's thin voice n shan't take \
him till 'ye fired one shot for my poo I she found the deserted eabin,

.‘"i'l|-l-! dotoction. Fhoy siibsiztod as

best they eould upan thie e wlyas of a

| ittle *tenek pateh” that the twWCh
eleared, and upon the game cap
by the idiot, who, in gpite of hi
fortune, was an expert U pper,

| I'hen th low lind hean §

| down by the enervatine f

| for man dnys orowing

forvine to risk death rat
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