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PUBUC OPINION

We give- pl&oo to-day to various expression*
of Public Opinion, by the People in their pri¬
mary assemblies, by the Preen, secular and re¬

ligious, conservative and radical, American
and German. Membora of Congress would

do well to ponder them The People are deep
iy moved, whatever the mere politicians may
say.

1HE PEOPLE.

Demagogues may try to stifle a fair expres¬
sion of opinion, but the People will be heard.
In pursuance of a oall signed by ten of the most
influential citizens of Columbus, Ohio.six of
them Old Line Democrats, four Whigs.a mass

meeting of the oitizens of that place, opposed
to the Nebraska bill, was held on the evening
of the 16th instant. Judge Swan (Democrat)
presided. A committee, composed of men of

mark, without distinction of party, reported
resolutions of the most deoiaivo character,
which, after full discussion, were unanimously
adopted Among them are the following, one

calling for a State Convention :

"Resolved, That ii this deep and intolerable
wrong toward the North and West.toward
every laborer in the United States, and hiq
children's children.is to be persisted in by
those who have it in oharge, we recommend to
our fellow-citizens throughout the State, to
meet in their respective counties, and express
their views upon this subject; and, further,
that a Convention of the People of Ohio be
held, to utter the voice of the State for or

against the extension of Slavery over territory
now free.

" Resolved, That this subjeot rises above all
party politios and politicians; that it involves
questions touohing good faith, the solemnity of
contracts, the integrity of public men; that the
people, both North and Sonth, are satisfied
with the Missouri Compromise; not a voice
has been raised against it, during the existence
of more than one whole generation of men;
that the attack now made upon it has not
oome from the people, but has been sprung
upon the pepole. We make our first solemn
appeal to the statesmen of the oountry to de¬
feat this unjust bill; and, if they prove faith¬
less, we recommend that an APPEAL be at
once made to the people, not only upon this
bill, but to redonsider the whole subject of
oompromises.''
The 8th of Maroh is suggested as the proper

time for the Convention The Daily Forest City
The Anti-Slavery Extension press of Co-

iambus suggests Wednesday, the 8th of Maroh,
as the time, and Columbus the plaoe.

" We oordially second the proposition, both
as to time and place. The time named is short,
but the exigency is pressing, and delays are

dangerous. Brethren of the press, pass the
word along the line. Let sooh 4 Convention of
the People be holden at Colombo*, on the 8th
of March, as will strike terror to the guilty
souls of partisan traitors "

Action in the Legislature of the State is de j
layed by the Old Hunkers, who are determined
to go with the Administration *' through thick
and thin." On the 15th, Mr McKenzie, a

Democratic member from Putnam oounty, in¬
troduced resolutions into the House, severely
denouncing the Bill and the oondnot of the
slaveholders A motion, made by a Hunker
to lay tbem upon the table, failed.yeas 35,
nays 44. They were then ordered to be print
ed, by a vote of 48 to 33. It would seem, from
this, that the Liberal Democrats, Whigs, and
Independent Democrats have a majority in
the House
New Hampshire we observe from the reports

in the newspapers, is agitated to its foundation
Meetings, without dirtinction of party, in op
pomtkm to the repeal of the Missouri Compro¬
mise, are being held in all its principal towns
Claremont Exeter. Portsmouth, keene, Nashua,
Lebanon. Manchester, and Coocord, have spo
ken. .

extract the following from a businses
letter, from a Democratic friend in Peon Yan
N. Y , dated 13th inet.

" Your articles on the Nebraska Territorial
mil out be beat: they show up the whole
scheme in ifc true light, and the question m ex
citiag a deeper feeling of indignation than any
Ihavo before witnessed on the Slavery questioo
The Herts with few exceptions, Silver Greys,
«Softs, Barnburners, and people of all shadee of

tical opinion, arc up in arms against jfr
may depend upon it, the suicidal ooufie

Z S,*""7 extension, 'in Congress
and out of Congress/ have seen fit to pursue
on thie question, has aroused a spirit amongst
the people that will not down at their bidding
Yon will notice a oall (a copy of which I sent

at i bo Coort-House in this place, signed by
about two hundred of the substantial business
men of this plaoe, and its immediate neighbor. J
hood, to pass reeolutions instructing the mem-

(26th.) A. Obver, to vote
against the hill A copy of the published oall
has also been dueoted to eash member of Con¬
gress from this State. I think th.s the best
way of easetotally operating upon members in
KmgM« ; and, moreover, it pablioly commits

And those who
signed the oall will defend the step tbey have
takmr Acting heretofore with the liberal por
*00 of the Democratic party I am now pre
pared to gom for an independent organization
nid dntb to all &xnprocmaefl and oompromi

s. B. A.
The following is an sxtraot of a letter from

Bostsn. Maes., dated February 10:
"1 was permitted last evening to listen to the

Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, in Park Street
ohureh. Boston. Every jtook and oorner of
the efenrnh was crowded ; the aieiee, and every
owe* standing place, as viewed from the gai-
w*y» of human head*, and hun¬
dredsweot away,'unable to obtain admittance ;
ana fat I am told that the Boston Port, ef this

says that qoite a number of men.mfflffiiTi ".>" that qoite a number of men.

hoys, ahn women, neat to Park Street church,
.¦4MPs' In Henry Ward Baecbor in silence.
Asa Whig, vho KM* as this information, and
who »l beside jae last issnlam and a Compre-
mias Whig, tou, said ' a more inftusooe false¬
hood Wsa never .-Mibbshed Let me tell yoo
thai the Boat*M mi Gen. Flares with his
.Mft Cabinet, are making themeelvea a«JBBH to the North and fc>mm of *11 p*rt«B

WMmm my right
Mat, all id whom

taking bold of this matter
yhigs oto my left> and two
¦Mtvo Desaoorats W

at if their

existence doi^'Hied u^u ^wyWM.ptaneouHly ^¦ th^through, '*"^a Tfcannot but believe theSKXuW " *hM"" b<>"n °D

the angrersioQB of Slavery.X. « beginning <" be P".""1 bj 'h°
i_it 0f rtwwtuuoe to Slavery aggressionsame spirit o re.

00r-which » kindling in her «."" *«
write, w 'in «««.''1

,. sLl*. .J, «f"<» *>00" to, ' '
h,I.. . J.. nee the Fugitive!L- *

.,|j._'Our communityM neeer woueod
to «m. dog*. » now. Tomorrow wo hold
. meeting, in which, lor the ttr«l time, m»n,
ot our ciLn. will h..r of to ..tempt now -
foot <0 op- Ne'.'-k' »

k.il be with o». e*»pt some hull dwen or eo.

A citisen of W«tern Virgin.., wntrng to the
Now York Evening Post, «»J» J"""°' »
- the wilderoee. of 8U«y, » l"? P">Po"»»
of to Lboring white, live in »bj«t V'"1?
II.op.le. ignorouiw-" Ttajto--Hoieut intelligence to
iotererf. »«<b<,cder oou°'

. M,_wore, M»ryl»nd, Virginia, Kentucky, «"' M»
eouri, the oon-el.wholder. «ro a very diHere.

M'"StroniE in numbere, proeporoua in clr0,'m"JSTK/ n,jgr-SS .![ffiMssSfSS
Sr." to .'.mo'toe£?»!i ;iu if Oitvcrv they desire that when theythe evils ofShiyery tney

^remove westward in searen m

of nQmove fertile possoaeiouB, th
labortfsasws!?",d

children may live and thrive.

"°t i!tol»ort ridiouloue oooeeueo, to pretend

h»X Mr v.n Bo.« in 1840. for Mr. Polk.° tf/r "d'for Gen. C'aee in 1848 , b«w»'»
voting 1 in voting .guns' to Bonk.of t

it State? ac&io&t a protective twin,JEffiS.** the/big port,, being .11
the timo, » 00,j*f;^'L..N D»oc.at '

The Defiance (0 ) Democrat an Administra-
tion paper, denounce, the bill, tot who w.U
sanction it. It remarks.

.. Many of our Democratic coton..poraries
deem it their duty to defend the bill, to apolo¬
gue for its objectionable features, and to ex-Ki ®

;* -a that it may not seem bo hideous.JtSL because it is asserted that it is an Ad-Sfeass^KS-.President has had anything to do with this
fair B^rb^by Xr& support"f to Sonth «t the next PrwidentiS elootion.
And indeed if the Administration were lend-

it aid and implicated in its conception, thiswJuM n* i^der it the lees odious, nor palliateJTw its enormities. The inwodoction of» Al Kansas and Nebraska is no parto^any^Democratic platform asadopted, or that01 any jjw" r\ t | 0f this kiud will
"a""'ub

m
Tto Krimtoo (O.) Spin' of thi Tim,, an-

other Adminirtrotion print, i. nooompromwng
i. ,« oppoitioo, urf willing H>.tP""« -boo^be broken «op»W t"b« 'b" blU .h°»ia

**uTbe Wubiogton Union whioh profewee to
he the ' organ of the Administration, .dvp0*te'!the DouelasV>ill, which abolishes the MissouriCWSS line, and ,ays 'the DemooraUc
party is entirely pledged to this P?ll07-that the Democratic Adminntratu® m pledgedS carry it out that fidelity to it will be regard-
ed by the Administration as a test of Dwo«>
cratic orthodoxy ' Surely this is a novel testTf Democracy.' It is wit^ the «»ortoJ-cation and sorrow that we make theex¬
tract from the accredited organ of the Admin-Xtewi, W.«»ned.ll .h.en«p»rf onr
KnmhlA ability to place Geo. rieroe at theh^ of the Republio, on to foU
that he was a ' mun of tktmpU-
this bill becomes a law, all our land reform
doctriues, so far as they relate to the new Ter
ritoTv become worthless ; for Slavery degradeslabor' and freemen who live by their work
will not cicept by the direst necessity permittom»i«- 2>V<*i «V»" *"th
slaves in the same pursuits

^

'.The present project is in violation of com¬

pact made in good faith; and before the masses
will permit Nebraska to be transferred to the
domination of the Slave Power, there will be
a fierce and mighty struggle in the land.a
struggle that will rend into fragments the
present political organizations, and reconstruct
parties anew. Among our exchanges we no¬
tice extracts from more than thirty leading
Democratic papers, denouncing in terms of
terrible severity this perfidious scheme of ini¬
quity, which the Washington Union says is
tke " test of Demoaratio orthodoxy " V erily
there will be other tests of Democracy incor¬
porated into the Democratic oreed, by which
public men will be tried. The old cry of dan¬
ger to the Union can no longer be held op as
a spectre with whioh to frighten men from the
paths of justice.''

lite question is entering into the political
concerns in Missouri. General Thomas .L
Price, the Benton candidate for Congress from
the fifth district, authorizes the Jefferson In¬
quirer to state, that he is in favor of the im¬
mediate organization of Nebraska, opposed to
tke refeci of the Missouri Compromise, and in
favor of the admission of Nebraska into the
Union as a Stair, with or without Slavery, as

the People may determine, when they oome to
form a State Constitution.
The American and Gazette of Philadelphia,

a conservative Whig paper, says
" Every mail brings us fresh evidences of the

spread of a great excitement on the subject of
this ill-advised measure. The newspapers
teem with it, almost to the exclusion of every¬
thing else; and public meetings, resolution*.
Sir.., give token that if the hill should become
a law, there will be a grand renewal of the
whole Slavery agitation On this snbjeot, the
New York Courier and Enquirer lately re¬
marked, with much truth, that the soundest
conservative presses of the country are arrayedin opposition to the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, and most of the papers thns re¬
ferred to were the advocates and supporters of
the Compromise Measures of 1850 "

The Philadelphia pemokrat, a German pa¬
per, ''out and out Hunker,'' occupying about
the same position in Philadelphia that the
StaatsZettvng d*s in Nsw Yprk, says.

" Never was an exciting measure introduced
into Congress under circumstance* which so
little warranted it, as in the cane of this bill of
Senator Douglas. The largest portion of the
American people turn away with disgust and
contempt from this iatrfgaft A large portion
of the American press condemn the motives
which are ftt the bottom of this maasars. blame
the hill itself; and lament, in particular, the
renewal of the Slavery agitation which it must
oall forth It ic vary reanrkaUa, on the other

hand, that tbe German press of every political
ahade unite, like oue inau, against thin uncalled
for measure, with the Hingis exception of Mr.
Neumann, of the New Yorker Slaati-Zeitutig."
There in in Illinois, suystheNew York Even¬

ing Foul, a German paper, oalled the Demo-
kratiscke Presse, which hitherto ban been a

warm supporter of Douglas; but the Presse
cannot mwuUow the Nebraska bill. It says, in
its number of February 9 :

" The Democrat*) of Illinois will never allow
themselves to be driven from the defence of
tbe clause which protects the Nortb from Sla¬
very. by tbe influence of great names, or an

appeul to (arty discipline." " Our voice,-' it
add*, " as journalist, shall never be silent
against this attempt to overthrow the Missouri
Compromise. We have carefully considered
the question iu all its bearings, and this is our
woll-grounded opinion, and our unalterable
determination.v
As to the course of certain Democratic pa-

pers at the North, in supporting tbe Bill,
against public sentiment, our exchanges speak
with great freedom. Take the following as a

sample:
" The Press and Nebraska..The Democratic

press of tbe North is pretty geuerallv in favor
of Mr. Douglas's bill in relation to Nebraska.
Among tbe leading atid influential papers
which advocate Congressional non-intervention
in that matter, we notion the Boston Post and
Boston Times, the New Hampshire Patriot, the
Hartford Times and New Haven Register, of
Connecticut, the Philadelphia Pennsylvanian,
the Detroit Free Press, the Cleveland Plain-
dealer, the Ohio Statesman, tbe Indiana State
Sentinel, with others with scarcely less note
and influence.".Cincinnati Enquirer.

'. The editor of the Boston Post is naval effi-
eer of Boston, with a salary of $5,000 a year;
a near relative of his is postmaster of Boston,
with $8,000 a year. One of the Times editors
is despatch agent, with $1,000 a year; a

brother of the proprietor is in the custom-house,
and he himself is an applicant for the navy
agent's office. The New Hampshire Patriot is
tho reoeiver und disposer of tbe patronage of
that State. The Hartford Times is not in fa¬
vor of Douglas's bill, but is out and out against
it. The editor of the Cleveland PlaindeaUr is
postmaster of Cleveland. The editor of tbe
Indiana State Sentinel is United States mail
agent for the Northwest. Of the other papers
we know but little, but we have no doubt that
tbe editore or proprietors of each are in receipt
of Government money..Cincinnati Gazette.

" We oan enlighten the Gazette in regard to
one of tbe patriotic concerns enumerated in its
catalogue. A few days ago, the Free Press of
this city published a long advertisement from
the Post Office Department, and straightway
its eyes were open, 'and it sawolearly' that
the Nebraska iniquity was all right. It has
since received several similar arguments from
Washington, and every one increases its seal
for the measure in a wonderful degree. To-
day it oontains a long advertisement from the
State Department, and in a parallel column
there is an unusually ferocious and vulgar at¬
tack upon tbe people of Chicago, for opposing
the measure.

" The Pennsylvanian is another recipient of
Government pap, and of course it is satisfied of
the justice of extending Slavery wherever the
South demand.".Detroit Tribune.

THJ SPIRIT or THE KELIGIOUB PRESS

There ia a power, and which exerts a mighty
sway, known as the Religious Preea. We are

glad to see everywhere the expression of men
of all seots uniting in speaking their sentiments,
plainly, fearlessly, and fully. Witness these
extracts, whioh of the many we oull, only be¬
cause they speak for great bodies of the reli¬
gionists of our oountry.

First, from Zion't Herald, an organ of the
Methodists, under date of February 15. Ma¬
king up the week's summary, the editor aaya:

" At home, the Nebraska bill still attracts
the chief attention of the people, as well at* of
Congress. We wish it exoited stronger abhor¬
rence and more active opposition than it does.
The people seem to think that such political
villany, suoh a violation of good faith, as is in¬
volved in the repeal, virtual or formal, of the
Missouri Compromise, is impossible, and will
not be consummated. They know how South-
erners boast of their honor. They know that
when the North admitted Missouri as a slave
State, it was because the South formally stip¬
ulated that the territory north of 36 deg. 30
min. should be forever consecrated to Liberty.
They know that the South must therefore
trample upon its own plighted faith, its honor,
its integrity, and respectability, if it violate this
Compromise. Tbey can hardly believe suoh
political profligacy to be possible Hence theyview the discussion with a calmness, which
will be fatal if oootinued too long.* For noth¬
ing will save Nebraska from the pollution of
Slavery, but eueh a protest from the North as
will convince Northern politicians that from
the moment they vote to repeal the Compro¬
mise they are politically dead! Let this im-
preasion be made upon them, and Nebraska
may be saved. We hope our reader* will do
their best to teach their political representa¬
tives this lesson, by sending them some very
plainly-worded letters and protests."
The America* Baptist of the 16th February

thus speaks of this bill of iniquities. We ex¬

tract from a long article.
"This bill eweeps away all former arrange¬

ments for the restriction of the crime and curse
of Slavery within certain trfxmdariss, and pro¬
claims, alike in States and Territories, through¬
out all the land, to all the inhabitants thereof.
liberty to perpetrate that crime, and to entail
that curse upon future generations, if they
choose. Let this doctrine receive the solemn
sanction of a Congressional enactment, and let
the people of the nominally free States submit,
as they have submitted to previous aggressions
of the slave power/and their acquiescenoe win
be regarded aa an invitation to that power to
eitend its sway over the entire North. The
garrison that oonaents to the destruction of its
defences, virtually oonsenta that the foe should
occupy its citadel

But will the people of the North thus sub¬
mit ? This remains to be seen As yet, they
are scarcely aware of the evil with which they
are menaoed. They have not adequately con
oeived of the extent of the meditated mischief.
They have not deliberately weighed the con-

sequenoes of throwing open to the unrestricted
entrance and ocoupanoy of the slave power, in
the very centre and heart of the continent and
of the nation, a territory exceeding in magni¬
tude all the existing free States, with the ex-

oeption of California. It is the policy of the
conspirators to hurry through their nefarious
seheme to its consummation, before the people
shall have time to peroeive and protest against
it. To some extent, however, such protests
have already been uttered. The voiee of re¬
monstrance, ws trust, will oontinue to be heard
in both Houses of Congress, so long as the oon-

templated measure is pending. Should it final¬
ly pass, a sterner doty than that of remon-
straaoe will devolve upon the people of the free
States, the duty of Arm, unyielding resistance.
If they arc recreant to that duty.if they yield,
tamely and paslively, and permit the pollutions
and miseries of Slavery to overmread that
broad, Mr dominion, whieh their fathers con¬
secrated forever to freedom, they will deserve
themselves to wear the chain."
The Northern Christian Advocate, (Method¬

ist) published on the 15th inst. says.

" The Nebraska Iniquity.U the men who
figure io supjior* of the Pro-Slavery Nebraekn
hill had uny reputation to lose, they would
surely lose it.for nothing is more oertain
than that all who vote for that measure.will
take their place* on tbe roll of intamy. I heir
worst enemies need not wish them m'ire bank¬
rupt in character than they will be wheu thin
act of willful, shameless treachery is consum¬
mated. The very attempt, whether euooeertul
or not, will heal the fate of those who make it.
v « Such unprincipled political aspirants may
never hope to redeem themselves in the estima¬
tion of honest men. Having done what mi*-
chief they oould in the brief hour ot th#ir au¬

thority, tbev will retire ioU) as much obscurity
as Providence allows to such as commit tue
highest crimes.that is, tbey will *>e known
only to be despised. .

" So far an Slavery in concerned, the whole
movement ie sheer infatuation. 1 he old max¬
im is about to have another verification,
'whom the gods will to destroy, they first mane
fools.' Let these political gamesters carry on
their war against human rights in Ihwtwau-
dalous manner, if they please. I hey will fin
in the long run that honesty is the beet policy.
Anti-Slavery men will not imitate thoir mean¬
ness in disregarding solemn compacts. 1 is

glow the Slaveocrats and their Northern allies
will have all to themselves. But if there w not
a reciprocity of effort, wherever honorable
effort ban be made, we greatly mistake the
temper of the nineteenth century. Tho proe
pect now in, that the bill will not be forced
through Congress with the suddenness its pro¬
jector designed."
And the Free Presbyterian, (February 8,) a

paper published in Albany, has an article from
whieh we make this extract:

« Nebraska..This is the absorbing subject
just now; and well it may be, in view of the
audacious and startling attempt to own this
fair domain to the blasting curse of slavery.
The address on the first page, from the Kepre-
sentatives of Ohio to their constituents -and
which bears the uoinistakeable imprers ot the
accurate and logical mind of Senator Chtwe.
we command to the earnest attention ol our
readers. Its facts and arguments must com¬
mand th# assent of every cand'd mind, while
its exposure of the infamous project now on

foot to extend the area of Slavery must excite
the indignation of all not utteny lost to al
sense of national or personal honoi.

" The address is oonfined mainly to tbe po¬
litical view of the case. But there are other
considerations of even still higher importance.Tbe moral aspects of the question of Slavery
are of the first moment. It is confessedly the
embodiment of every element ol hostility to the
Gospel of Christ and the kingdom ot righteous¬
ness, which be came to establish. The Gospel
is love.Slavery is embodied hate. The (j03-

?»1 is Liuht.Slavery is Egyptian darkness.
be Gospel is purity.Slavery is the incarna¬

tion of liut. Gospel is JOsTicE-Slavery is

foulest injustice. The Gospel breathes peace

Slavery is organised war on the rights and
happiness of its victims. Every element ol the
one is the direct opposite of the other. Before
the Gospel can triumph, therefore, Slavery must
die. Before the kingdoms of this world can
beoome the kingdoms of our Lord and of his
Christ, this foul embodiment of the spirit ot
hell must be swept from the earth.

" The question, then, of its extension and
perpetuation is one that eminently concerns
the Christian."
We might add to these, extracts from other

religious papers, especially from the New Vork
Christian Advocate and Journal, the leading
paper ot the Methodist Episcopal Church,
edited by Dr. Bond, formerly of Baltimore, Md.
Some of the Pro-Slavery journals denounce

this opposition of the Religious Press, as fanat-
ioal and impertinent. They seem to think
that Religion has nothing to do with the affairs
of this world.that man here has no spiritual
nature, and that all hie interests are purely
material. But they have no objection Jo re¬

ceiving M aid and oomfort" from this same Re¬
ligions Press. When distinguished Divines in

1850 united in returning thanks to Daniel
Webster for saving the Union, they were land¬
ed to the skies, as sensible, sincere patriots,
and the New York Observer bccame an au¬

thority tbe moment it assailed Mrs. Stowe as

an enemy to her oountry. Nothing do they
bail with >o much pleasure as an elaborate
vindication, by a religious paper, of the right
to buy and sell men and women, and work
tbem without paying tbem wages Tbe reli¬

gious paper that advocates free labor is fanati-
oal; that whioh defends slave lebor is truly
pious and God fearing. Hear what the Rich
mond (Va.) Enquirer says of a leading journal

the South engaged in this pious work :

7rkt ReUrous Press.Tho Watchman and
Observer of this week supports the Nebras-
ka bill in an article, which, for solid argument,
fc surpassed by nothing yet written on the sub¬
let This journal never travels beyond it*

appropriate "sphere, blunder the*
some peat measure affecting the rights of Sla-
r«r* then it never fails to throw the weight
nf its ability and character on the side of the
South !.* article on the Nebraska questionis a timely and tiumphant response to tbe oant-

Riipcal of the pious people of the North.
I hp editor of the Watchman and Observer sig¬
nalled As first year of his career as journal
i . resistance to the restrlotion of 1820, and
em mnoehe has been true to the interests of
the South."

m

SIG«.FICA«T.-Tbe National Era, the or-

van of the Abolitionists, oomnliments Mr.
Botts in extravagant terms on bis Nebraska
performance..Richmond Enquirer.
Characteristic.The Richmond Enquirer,

an organ of the Administration and the slav*
power, denounces Mr. Botts in extravagant
terms because he has the manliness to esteem
the plighted faith of his State a. above all the
advantages that fraud and tyranny can bring
to it.

Rjr5" The Southern Era says, of our Minister
to France, that "the Judge is at home in
Rngliah, and in a short time he will, no doubt,
be able to palaver with Napoleon in his own

lingo." It in to be hoped to!

The Hutchinson Familt..Our friend* will
bear in mind thai to night will tie the last

opportunity they will hate of hraring thew

(iharming vwalieto during tln ir present visit.

[CsT" In the Ladiw' Institute of the I'eun
Medical U Diversity of Philadelphia, the entire
expenses of the meaioft, flBfhwiw of boarding
and graduating faa, are only MO, and not 1140,
as stated in the advertisement, by mistake.

(t^** Martin Shaw killed John Murphy, in
Baltimore, on Saturday night. The murderer
and several companions seemed to be lying in
wait at the Howard engine-house, to kill some
unoffending wayfarer or other The opinion
is entertained by noma, that, as at present or*

ganiaed, engine oompanies are great evils.
Though the ruftafte of Baltimore are very
fleroe, the people generally and their authori¬
ty are assuredly the gentlest of the gentle

C0NGKK88

The Senate Chamber was crowded at an

early hour with ladies and gentlemen, who had
disregarded the unfavorable condition ot the
streets, and oome forth to hear the eloquent
Senator from Massachusetts in the cause of
Freedom. Mr. Sumner spoke with fine effect
to an audienoe who gave breathless attention
to his words. ,

In the House, Mr. J. C. Allen, from the Free
State of Illinois, spoke with earnestness and
vehemence in support of the Nebraska bill.
He paid a largo instalment of his tribute to the
dominant Slave Power. Mr. Dent, of Georgia,
and Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, debated the
Homestead Bill.

The snow continued to fall in this city
from 8 A. M. yesterday, until the same hour
to day; and, although the weather was mild,
it accumulated to the depth of about fourteen
inohea. But there is a bright warm sun to¬

day, aud a general thaw.

Slkiohino..The snow is to-day rather soft
for this purpose; but as high as twenty-five
dollars has been paid for three hours' use of a
sleigh and four horses.

No mails have been reoeived in this
city from the North sinoe 11 A. M. yesterday.
A meeting at Cambridge, of gentlemen in¬

terested in astronomy and mathematics, ha*
organized, under the name of the '* Cambridge
branch of the Amerioan Astronomical Associ¬
ation,it being contemplated to have a general
society, with branches established in various
parts of the United States. Professor Pierce is
the President.

Several of the leading capitalists of New
York, with Messrs. Corooran of Washington,
Mr. Vinton of Ohio, MoLane of Baltimore,
and other distinguished capitalists, are making
application to the Wisconsin Legislature for
the charter of the Atlantic and Pacific Rail¬
road Company, with a capital of fifty millions,
to build a railroad from any point on the val¬
ley of the lakes, Mississippi, or Gulf of Mexico,
to the Pacific Ocean.

An aged gentleman of Salem informs the
Lynn Bay State, that a ship was launohed in
that plaoe, on the 25th December, 1794, and
that the weather was so warm on that day
that numerous persons went into the water to
bathe, as in the summer season. The weather
was romarkably mild throughout the whole of
that Beason.

A pigeon-roost, ten miles long by five broad,
in Franklin oounty, Indiana, it is said, is now

swarming with pigeons. The roar of their
wings, on arriving and departing from the
rooit, is tremendous, and the docks during the
flight darken the heavens. The ground is cov¬
ered to the depth of several inohes with their
manure. Thousands are killed by casualties
from breaking limbs of trees, and hundreds of
hogs live upon them.

Poster Bosworth, late postmaster at Troy,
was arrested on the 13th instant, in that city,
by Marshal Mott, charged with embezzlement
of United States moneys, while in offioe, to the
amount of more than $8,000.
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THE LANDMARK OF FREEDOM.

SPEECH
OF

HON. CHARLES SUMNER
AGA1H8T THE REPEAL

OF THK

PROHIBITION OP SLAVERY NORTH OP THIR¬
TY SIX DEO REUS THIRTY MINUTES.

In Benate, February SI, 1854.

Mr. President:
I approach this discussion with awe. The

mighty question, with untold iaeues, which it
involve*, oppresses me. Like a portentous
aloud, surcharged with irresistible storm and
ruio, it seems to fill the whole heavens, making
me painfully conscious how unequal I am to
tho oocauoD.huw unequal, also, is all that I
can say, to all that I feel.

In delivering my sentiments here to day, I
shall speak frankly.acoordiog to my convic¬
tions, without ooooealment or reserve. But if
anything fell from the Senator from Illinois,
[Mr. Douolas,] in opening this discussion,
which might seem to challenge a personal oon-

test, I desire to say that I shall not enter upon
it. Let not a word or a tone pass my lips to
direct attention, for a moment, from the tran¬
scendent theme, hy the side of whioh Senators
and Preridents are but dwarf* I would not
forget those amenities whioh belong to this
place, and are so well calculated to temper
the antagonism of debate; nor can I oease to
remember and to feel, that, amidst all diversi¬
ties of opinion, we are the representatives of
thirty-one sister republics, knit together by
indissoluble tie, and constituting that Plural
Unit, which we all embrace by the endearing
name of ooontry.
The question presented for your considera¬

tion is not surpasHed in grandeur by any
which has occurred in our national history
since tbe Declaration of Independence In
every aspect it assumes gigantio proportions,
whether we simply oonsider the extent of ter-
ritory it concerns, or tbe pnblio faith, or na¬

tional policy whioh it affects, or that higher
question.that Question of Que»tioni, ns far
above others as Liberty is above the common

things of life.whioh it opens anew for judg¬
ment.

It concerns an immense region, larger than
the original thirteen States, vying in extent
with all the existing Free States, stretching
over prairie, field, and forest.interlaced by
silver streams, skirted by protecting mountains,
and constituting the heart of the North Ameri-
can continent.only a little smaller, let me add,
than three great F.uropean countries combined-
Italy, Spain, and Franoe, each of whioh. in suc¬

cession, has dominated over the world. This
territory has already been likened, on tbis floor,
to tbe Garden of God. Tbe similitude is
found, not merely in its present pure and vir¬
gin charnoter. but in its actual geographies]
situation, occupying central spaces on this
hemisphere, which, in their general relations,
may well compare with that early A*iatic
home. We are told that,

Honthward through Eden want a rtv«r large
so here we have a stream whioh is larger than
the Euphrates. And here, too, amidst all tbe
smilmg product* of nature, lavished by tbe
hand of God, ii the goodly tree of liberty,
planted by our fathers, which, without exag¬
geration, or even imagination, may be likened
to

.4....-As t»es of life.
High eminent, blooming tnbroaal ftylt
Of vegetable gold.

It is with regard to this territory, that jron
arc now called to exeroise the grandest function
of the lawgiver, by establishing theee rules of
polity whioh will determine its fatnre charac¬
ter. As tbe twig is bent the tree inoiinee; and
the influences impressed upon the early days of
an empire.like thnee upon a ohiW.are of in-
.fonceiyable importance to itaJuttire weal or W0?
The bill now before us, proposes to prganixe
and equip two new territorial establishments,
with governors, secretaries, legislative councils,
legislators, judges, marshals, and the whole

machinery of civil nociety. Suoh a measure,
at any time, would doaerve the most caroful
attention. But, at the present moment n

justly excites a peculiar interest, from the effort
made.on pretences unauutftined by lucto in

violation of solemn ooveuant, and of the eaily
principles ofour fathers.to open thin immense
region to Slavery.
According to existing law, this Territory is

now guarded against Slavery by a positive
prohibition, embodied in the Act of Congress,
approved March 6tb, 1820, preparatory to the
admission of Missouri into the Uniou, as a
sister State, and in the following explicit
words:
"Skc. 8. lie it further enurteil, That in all tbat

Territory cedrd Ay Franrr to the Unithi Status, untlti
the name of Ijouniatui, which lies north of thirty-six
degree* and thirty iniuutus of north latitude, not in¬
cluded withiu tbo limits of tbo Statu contemplated by
this act, Slavery ani> ikvoluntaky skrvitmdk,
otherwise than as the punishment of crimes, sham,
bk, AND is iiKRkiiv, FOREVER PROHIBITED."

It is now proposed to sot aside this prohi¬
bition ; but there seems to be a singular inde¬
cision as to the way iu which the deed shall be
done. From the time of its first introduction,
in the report of the Committee on Territories,
the proposition has assumed different shapes .

and it promises to assume as many as Proteus;
now, one thing in form, and now, another;
now, like a river, and then like a flame; but,
in every form and shape, identical in sub¬
stance; with but one end and aim.its be-all
and end-all.the overthrow of the Prohibition
of Slavery.

At first, it proposed simply to dcclare, that
the States firmed out of this Territory should
be admitted into the Union, 11 with or without
Slavery," and did not dircctly assume to touch
this prohibition. For sonio reason this was
not satisfactory, and then it was precipitately
proposed to declare, that the prohibition in
tbo Missouri actwas superseded by the prin¬
ciples of the legislation of 1850, commonly
called the Compromise Measures, and is hereby
declared inoperative." But this would not do;
and it is uow proposed to declare, that the
Prohibition, ' being inconsistent with the prin¬
ciples of non-intervention, by Congress, with
Slavery in the States and Territories, as recog¬
nised by the legislation of 1850, commonly
called the Compromise Measures, is hereby
declared inoperative and void."

All this is to be done on pretences founded
upon the Slavery enactments of 1850. Now,
sir, I am not here to speak in behalf of those
measures, or to lean in any way upon their
support. Relating to different subject-matters,
contained in different acts, which prevailed
successively, at different times, and by different
votes.some persons voting for one measure,
and some voting for another, and very few
voting for all, they cannot be regarded as a

unit, embodying conditions of compact, or com¬

promise, if you please, adopted equally by all
parties, and, therefore, obligatory on all par¬
ties. But since this broken series of measures
has been adduoed as an apology for the propo¬
sition now before us, I desire to say, that, such
as they are, they cannot by any effort of in¬
terpretation, by any distorting wand of power,
by any perveree alchemy, be transmuted into
a repeal of that original prohibition of Sla¬
very.
On this head there are several points to

which I would merely callAttention, and then
pass on. First: The Slavery enactment of
1850 did not pretend, in terms, to touch, much
lees to change, the condition of the Louisiana
Territory, which was already fixed by Con-
greesional enactment, but simply acted upon
.. newly-acquired Territories," the condition of
which was not already fixed by Congressional
enactment. The two transactions related to
different subject-matters. Secondly: The enact¬
ments do not directly touch the subject of
Slavery, during the territorial existence of
Utah and New Mexico; bat they provide pros¬
pectively, that, when admitted as States, they
shall be received u with or without Slavery."
Here certainly can be no overthrow of an act
ofCongre« wjiioh directly concerns a Territory
durtne it* Territorial existence. Thirdly: Dur¬
ing all the discussion of these measures in Con¬
gress, and afterwards before the peoplo. and
through the public press, at the North and the
South alike, no person was heard to intimate
that the prohibition of Slavery in the Missouri
Act was in any way disturbed. And, fourthly :

The acts themselves contain a formal provision,
that "nothing herein contained shall be con-

strued to impair or qualify anything" in a cer¬
tain artiele of the resolutions annexing Texas,
wherein it is expressly declared, that in terr.-
tory north of the Missouri Compromise line,
"Slavery, or involuntary servitude, exoept for j
crime, shall be prohibited

But 1 do not dwell on these things. These
pretences have been already amply refuted by
Senators who have preceded me. It is clear,
beyond all contradiction, tbat the prohibition
of Slavery in this territory has not been super-
leded or in any way annulled by the Slavery
Acts of 1850. The proposition before you is.
therefore, original in its character, without
.anction from any former legi-lation; and it
must, accordingly, be judged by its merits, as

an original proposition.
Here let it be remembered, that the friends

of Freedom are not open to any charge of ag¬
gression. They are now standing on the de
Tensive, guarding the oarly intrerehments
thrown up by our fathers No proposition to
abolish Slavery anywhere, is now before you ;
but. on the oontrary, a proposition to abolish
Freedom. The term Abolitionist, whioh is so
aften applied in reproach, justly belongs, on
this oocasion. to him who would overthrow this
well established landmark He is, indeed, no

Abolitionist of Slavery; let him be called, sir.
%n Abolitionist of Freedom. For myself,
whether with many or few. my place is taken.
Kven if aloae, my feeble arm shall not be
wanting as a bar against this outrage.
Oa two distinct grounds, "both strong against

the deed," I arraign this proposition; FirU, in
the name of Public Faith, a« an infraction of the
lolemn obligations assumed beyond reoull by
the South on the admission of Missouri int<.
the Union as a Slave State Secondly I arraign
it in the name of Freedom, as an unjustifiable
departure from the original Anti-Slavery pol
icy of our fathers Theso two heads 1 nropose
to oonsiiler in their order, glancing under the
latter at the objections to the prohibition ol
Slavery in the "n^rritories.
And here, sir. before | approach the argument,

indulge roe with a few preliminary words
on the character of this proposition. Slavery
it the forcible subjection of one human being, in
person, labor, or property, to th* will of another
In this simple statement is involvod its whole in¬
justice. There is no offence against religion
against morals, against humanity, which may
not stalk, in the license of this institution, ' un

whipt of justioe."' For the husband and wife
there is no marriage for the mother there is no

assurance that hfr infant child will not be rav

ished from her breast; for all who bear the
name of Slave, there is nothing that they can
call their own. Without a father, without a

mother, nlmost without a (> >d, he ha- nothing
but a master It wonld be oontrary to that
Rule of Eight whioh is ordained by t>od, ifsuch
a system though mitigated often by a patriar¬
chal, kindness. and by a plausible physioal com
fort, <*>nld be otherwise than pernicious in its
influences. It is confessed, that the master
suffers not less than the slave. And this is
not all. The whole sooial fabric is disorganiaed :

labor loses its dignity ; industry sickens ; edu¬
cation finds no schools, and all the land of Sin
?pry is impoverished. And now, «ir, whea the
conscience of mankind is at Ingt aroused to
theee things, whan, throughout the oivihxad
world, a slavsdealer is a by-word and ft reproach,
we. as a nation, are about to opea . new mar

ket to the trattickers iu ilosli. that h»uut the
shambles of the South. Snob an nut. at this
time, is removed from all reach of that pallia¬
tion often vouchsafed to Slavery Thin wrong,
we are npeoioutsly told, by those who seek to
defend it, is not our original ton. It was en¬
tailed upon us, bo we are instructed, by our ao-
ceHtorH; and the responsibility iu often, with
exultation, thrown upon the mother country
Now, without stopping to inquire into the val
ue of this apology, which is never adduced iu
behalf of other abuses, and which availed
nothing against that kingly power, imposed by
the mother country, and which our fathers
overthrew, it is sufficient, for tho present pur-
pone, to know, that it iB now promoted to uiakc
Slavery our own original act. llere is a fmh
case of actual transgression, which we oaunot
cast upon the shoulders of any progenitors,
nor upon any mother country, distant in time or

place. The Congress of the United States, the
people of tho United States, at this day, in this
vaunted period of light, will he responsible for
it, so that it shall be said hereafter, so loug as
the dismal history of Slavery is read, that, in
tho year of Christ 1854, a new and deliberate
aot was passed, by whioh a vast territory was

opened to its inroads.
Alone in the oompany of nations does our

country assume this haUful championship.
In despotic Russia, the serfdom which consti¬
tutes the ''peculiar institution" of that great
empire, is never allowed to travel with the im¬
perial flag, according to the American preten¬
sion, into provinces newly acquired by the
common blood and treasure, but is carefully
restricted by positive prohibition, in harmony
with the general conscience, within its ancient
confines: and this prohibition.the VVilmot
Proviso of Rus«ia.is rigorously enforced on

every side, in all tho provinces, as in Hesarabia
on the south, and Poland on the west, so that,
in fact, no Russian nobleman has been able to
movo into these important territories with his
slaves. ThuB Russia speaks for Freedom
and disowns the sluveholding dogma of our
country. Far away in the East, at tho gate¬
ways of the city," in effeminate India, slaveryhas been condemned; in Constantinople, tho
queenly scat of the mOst powerful Mahomet¬
an empire, where barbarism still mingles with
civilization, the Ottoman Snltan has fastened
upon it the stigma of disapprobation; the
Barbary States of Africa, occupying tho same
parallels of latitude with the slave States of
our Union, and resembling them in the nature
of their boundaries, their productions, their
climate, and the " peculiar institution," which
sought shelter in both, have been changed into
Abolitionists. Algiers, seated near the line
of 36 deg. 30 rain., has been dedicated to Free
dom. Morocco, by its untutored ruler, has
expressed its desire, stamped in the formal
terms of a treaty, that the very name of sla¬
very may perish from the minds of men ; and
only reoently, from the Dey of Tunis has pro¬
ceeded that noble act, by which, u In honor
of Ood, and to distinguish man from the brute
creation".I quote bis own words.be decreed
its total abolition throughout his dominions.
Let Christian America be willing to be taught
by these examples. God forbid that our Ro-
public." heir of all the ages, foremost in the
files of time*'.should adopt anew the barba¬
rism whioh they have renounced.
As the effort now making is extraordinary in

character, so no assumption seems too extraor¬
dinary to be wielded in its support. The pri¬mal truth of the'equality of men, as proclaim¬
ed in our Declaration of Independence, has
been assailed, and this great charter of our
country discredited. Sir, you and I will soon
pass away, but that will oontinue to stand,
above impeachment or question. The Decla
ration of Independence was a Declaration of
Rights, and the language employed, though
general in its character, must obviouslv be re¬
strained within the design and sphere of a Dec¬
laration of Rights, involving no such absurdity
as was attributed to it yesterday by the Sena¬
tor from Indiana, [Mr. Prrrrr.l Sir. it is a

palpable fact that men are not born equal in

Iihysioal strength or in mental capacities, in
>eauty of form or health of body. Tho*e mor¬
tal oloaks of flesh differ, as do these worldly
garments. Diversity or inequality in these re¬

spects is the law of creatioo. But, as (iod is
no respecter of persons, and as all are equal in
his sight, whether Dives or Lazarus, master or
slave, so aro all equal in natural inborn rights;
and, pardon me, if 1 say, it is a vain soplism to
adduoe in argument against this vital axiom of
Liberty, the physical or mental inequalities by
which men are characterized, or the unhappy
degradation to which, in violation of a oomm<>n
brotherhood, they are doomed. Tt> deny tho
Declaration of Independenoe is to nish on the
bosses of the shield of the Almighty, whioh, in
all respects, the present measure satM to do.
To the delu-ive suggestion of tho able Sena¬

tor from North Carolina. [Mr. Badger) that by
the overthrow of this prohibition, the number ot
¦daves will not be increased, that there will be
limply a beneficent diffusion of Slavery, and not
its extension, I reply at onoe. that this argu¬
ment, if of any value.if not mere words; and
nothing else.would equally justify and require
the overthrow of ths prohibition of Slavery in
the free States, and, indeed, everywhere
throughout the world. All the dikes, whioh.
in different countries, from time to time, with
the march of civilisation, have been painfully
set up against the inroads of this evil, must t>e
removed, and every land opened anew to its de¬
structive flood. It is clear. Iteyoud dispute,
that by the overthrow ol this prohibition. Sla¬
very will be quickened, and fliaves themselves
will be multiplied, while new u room and
verge" will be secured for tho gloomy opera
tiors of slave law, under which free labor will
droop, and a vast territory will bo smitten with
sterility. Sir, a blade of grass would not
grow where the horse of Attilahad trod ; nor
can any true prosperity spring up in tho Im¬
prints of the slave.

But it is suggested that slaves will not bo
carried into Nebraska in large number*, am!
that, therefore, the question is of small practi¬
cal moment. My distinguished oollsagne,
| Mr. Kverett.) in his eloquent speech hearkened
this suggestion, and allowed himself, while up¬
holding the prohibition, to disparage its im-
portanoe in a manner, from which I frel eon-
strained kindly, but most streuuouhly, to dis¬
sent Sir, the census shows that it is of vital
consequcooc There U Missouri at this mo¬

ment, with Illinois < n the cast and Nebraska
on the west, all covering noarly the same fpaeeriof latitude, and resembling each other in seW,
climate, and productions. Mark, now, tho «o«
trast! By the potent efficacy of the Ordinance
of the Northwestern Territory, Illinois is now
a free State, while Missouri has 87.422 slaves;
and the simple question whioh oh aliens* an
answer ie, whether Nebraska shall he preserved in the condition of Illinois, or surren¬
dered to that of IVliflMi>wri > Surely this cau-
n()t he treated lightly. Put for myselfi, I uby
unwilling to measure the exigency of the pro¬hibition liv the number of persons, whether
many or lew, whom it may protect Hums*
rights, whether in a solitary individual or a TMt
multitude, are entitled to an equal and unhes¬
itating support. In this spirit, the flag of our
li mntrv unly recently became the impenetra¬
ble panoply of an homeless wanderer, who
claimed its protection in a distent sea; and
in this spirit, I am cons' rained to declare that
there is no plaoe accessible to human avarioe,
i»r human lust, or hutunn force, whether in the
lowest valley, or «m the loftiest mountain top.whether on the broad ftower-wpangled prairies,
i»r the snowy crests ol the Hooky Mountains,
where tho prohibition of slavery, like tho
(tornmandmente of the Deoalogue, *h< uld not
R0

but leaving these things behind, I press at
unoe to the argument.


