07~ The Daily Era can be had ever morning
st the Periodical Stand of Mr. J. T, Bares, Ex-
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WASHINGTO

N, D. C.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1854,

PUBLIC OPINION.

We give: place to-day to various expressions
of Publio Opinion, by the People in their pri-
mary assemblies, by the Press, secular and re- |
ligious, conservative sod radionl, Americsn |
and German. Members of Congress would |
do well to ponder them. The People ure deep- |
Iy moved, whatever the mere politicians may f
SaY.

THE PEOFLE.

Demagogues may try to stifle & fair expres- |
gion of opinion, but the People will be heard.
In parsuance of & call signed by ten of the most |
{nfluential citizens of Columbus, Ohio—eix of |
them Old Line Demoorats, four Whigs—a mase |
meeting of the citizens of that place, opposed |
to the Nebraska bill, was held on the evening
of the 16th instant. Judge Swan (Democrat)
presided. A committee, composed of men of J
mark, without distinotion of party, reported |
reeolutions of the most decisive character, |
which, after full disoussion, wers unanimously |
adopted. Among them are the following, one |
calling for a State Convention : '

# Resolved, That if this deep and intolerable
wrong toward the North ‘and West—townrd
every laborer in the United States, and hig
children’s children—is to be persisted in by
those who have it in charge, we recommend to
our fellow-citizens throughout the State, to
meet in their respective counties, and express
their views upon ‘this subject; and, further,
that o Convention of the People of Ohio be
held, to utter the voice of the State for or
against the extension of Slavery over territory

i

Action in the Legislature of the State is de.
layed by the Old Hunkere, who are determined
0 go with the Administration “ thiok
and thin.” On the 15th, Mr. MoKensie, a
Democratic member from Patosm county, in-
troduced resolutions into the House, seversly

denouncing the Bill and the conduct of the | OTBHC

slaveholders. A motion, made by a Hunker,
to lsy them upon the table, failed—yens 35,
nays 44. They were then ordered to be print-
ed, by & vote of 46 to 33. It would seem, from
this, that the Liberal Democrats, Whigs, and
Independent Democrats, have & majority in
the House.

New Hampehire, we observe from the reports | ritory

in the newspapers, is agituted to itd foundation.
Moeetings, without distinction of party, in op-
position 10 the repeal of the Missouri Compro- |
mise, are being held in all its principal towns. |
Claremont, Exeter, Portamouth, Keene, Nashua,
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| simply becanuse it is asserted that it is an Ad-

| Slavery into Kansss snd Nebrasks is no part

| Union as a State; with or without Slavery, as

| n conservative Whig paper, says :

— —

ded upon every word; und whe
said, when the speaker wis

—

existence dej 1
ntaneously

through, ‘it was & gpeech worth goiog 8 t Y
sand 'Fmilas to hear.” | cannot but m"hﬁ |

North is to be aroused as it hus never been oo
the nggressions of Slavery.” ]
Indisna is beginning to be pervaded by the |

which is kindling in her sister States. A ocor-

respondent writes ua an account of & meeting |
in Steuben vounty, of from 2,000 to 3,000 per- |
sons, to demounce the Fugitive Law. He |

pdds—*Our community was never sroused to |
the same degree as now. To-morrow we hold

o meoting, in whiob, for the first time, muny  THA¢

of our eitizens will hear of the attempt now on
foot to open Nebrsska to Slavery. They will |
ull be with us, except some half dozen or s0.” |

A citigen of Western Virginia, writing to the
New York Evening Post, says that down ia
“ the wilderness of Slavery, a large proportion |
of the laboring whites ‘live in abject poverty
sud hopeless ignorsnce.” They have not suf-
ficient intelligenee to understaud their own
interests, But in the border counties of Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, Kentueky, and Mis-
souri, the' non-slaveholders are a very different
set of men.

“ Strong in numbers, pr ous in ciroum-
stances, well, if not highly educated, they
appreciate the dignity of and honest labor,
and are as much interested in the protection of
Nebrasks from the blight of Slavery as their
brethren on the vther side of that mysterious
parallel of latitude. Reared where they could
see b the vame time the benefits of Liberty and
the evils of Slavery, they desire that when they
remove westward in pearch of broader and
wore fertile possossions, that the slaves of no
neighboring proprietor may degrade that labor
by which they hope that themselves and their
children may live and thrive.”

8

“[t is the most ridiculous nonsense, to pretend
that Gen. Pierce was ¢ ino vence of
his devotion to Slavery. [ voted for him, s |
voted for Mr. Van Buren in 1840, for Mr. Palk
in 1844, and for Gen. Cass in 1848, beosuse in
#o voting | was voting ageinst the Bank of the
United States, against a_protective tariff, and
other messures of the Whig party, being all
the time, as now. & radioal

Jerrersonian Democrar.”

The Defiance (0.) Democra’, an Administra-
tion paper; denounces the bill, let who will
sanction i, It remarkes—

“Many of our Democratio cotemporaries
deem it their duty to defend the bill, to apolo-
gize for its objectionsble features, and to ex-
plain it so that it may ot seem 5o hi

ministration measure, and that President Pierce |
lenda it* countensnce. Wa don’t believe the |
President has had anything to do with thia af- |
fuir, neither one mﬁ ur[g:sotherl““ but that it
is simply  bid by Mr. support |
of tllergz_uth at the next Pﬁﬁt*.clogﬁm.
And indeed, if the Administration were lend-
ing.it sid, and implicated inits conception, this
would pot render it the lese odious, nor palliate
in the least its enormities. The inwroduetion of

of any Demoocratic platform as orthat
mt’vﬁl be. A Mwm.ofmudﬂiﬂ
never be made, and if it is, never will be sub-
mitted to.”

ion,” sdvoostes
the Douglss bill, which abolishea the Missouri
Compromise line, and says ‘the Democratic
party is to thia polioy, and |
that inistration

entirely
‘hit mn‘sﬁun;mt;in; :
to oarry it out, 2
od by the AMnludmf
i Snnxlhilinp novel test
is with the deepest mortifi-
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The question is entering into the politioal
oopoerns in Missouri. General Thomas L.

the fifth district, suthorizes the Jefferson In-
quirer to state, that he is in favor of the im-
mdtiate organization of Nebrasksa, opposed fo
the repeal of the Missours Compromise, and in |
favor of the admision of Nebraska into the

the People may determine, when they come to
form & State Constitation. |
The American and Gazette of Philadelphin,

m—— l o
/

NATIONAL ERA. _
S i e — e _:'::'-._': = i e
hand, that the German press of every political | I ty.—If the men who CONGRESS, Y
sh like on o, i  uncalled :‘ foﬁl‘ﬂ-‘ ; Ne LY F . ' s & i
“u:w::', lwi:h t:ul:lli excepbion of Mr.0} o to lose, they 1d m hens}e me 'ﬂ,.mml.d ub
z"ﬂlﬂ; of the New Yorker StaateZcitung.”| surely fl-l.-for Dothing is more early hour with ladies sod gontlemen, who
There is in [llinois, snys the New York Even- than that all who vote for that measure will [ disregarded the unfavorable ‘condition of

ing Post, » German paper, called the Demo-
kratische Presse, which hitherto has Leen &

| same spirit of resistunce to Slavery aggression | o supporter of Dougles; but the Presse

cannot swallow the Nebrasks bill. It suys, in
its number of February 9

“The Democrats of llinois will never allow
themselves to be driven from the defence of
the olause whigh protects the North from Sla-
very, by the influence of great names, or an
appeal to party diseipline” “Oar yoice,” it
ds, “as journslists, shall never be silent
against this attempt to overthrow the Missonri
Com ise, We huve carefully considered
the question in all its bearings, snd this is our
woll-grounded opinion, and our unslterable
determination.”

As to thu course of certain Democratic pa-
pors ut the North, in sopporting the Bill,
sgainst public sentiment, our exchanges speak
with great freedom. Tuake the following us &
sample:

“ The Pressand Nebraska—The Democratio
press of the North is pretty generally in fayvor
of Mr. Douglas’s bill in relation to Nebraska.
Among the leading and influential papers
which advogate Congreasional non-intervention
in that matter, we notios the Boston Post and
Boston T%mes, the New Humpahire Patriol, the
Hartford Times sod New Haven Register, of
Connectiout, the Philsdelphia Pennsylvanion,
the Detroit Free Press the Cleveland Plain-
dealer, the Ohio Statesman, the Indians State
Sentinel, with otbers with soarcely less note
and intluenve.”—Cincinnati Enquirer.

“ The editor of the Boston Post is naval offi-
cer of Boston, with a salary of $5,000 a year;
a near relative of his is postmaster of Boaton,
with $6,000 a year. One of the T'imes editors
is despatch agent, with $1,000 & year; a
brother of the proprietor is in the custom-house,
and he himself is an applicant for the navy
agent's office. The New Hawmpshire Patriot is
the receiver aund disposer of the patronage of
that State. The Hartford Times is not in fa-
vor of Donglas’s bill, but is out and out against
it. The editor of the Cleveland Plaindealer is

tmoster of Cleveland. The editor of the

ndiana State Sentinel is United States mail
sgent for the Northwest. Of the other papers
we know but little, bntw:fl;::;m doubt that
the editors or propristors are in receipt
of Government money.—Cincinnali Gazetle.

“ We can enlighten the Gazefte in regard to
one of the patriotic concerns enumerated in its
cata . A few days ago, the Free Press of
this city published a long advertissment from
the Post Office Department, and straightway
its ayes were open, ‘and it saw olearly’ that
the Nebraska iniquity was all right. It has
since received several similar arguments from
Washington, and every one increases its zeal
for the meseure in s wonderful degree. To.
day it contains a long advertisement from the
State Department, sod in & parallel column
there is an uousually ferocious and vulgar at-
tack upon the people of Chicago, for opposing
" '?“ P uughmmn other reoi f

“The Pen jan i8 &D ient o
Government and of course it is nh’:::d of
the justice of extending Slavery wherever the
South demand.”— Detrost T'ribune.

THE SPIRIT OF THE RELIGIOUS PRESS

There ie 8 power, wnd which exerts & mighty
sway, known as the Religious Press. We are
glad to see everywhere the expression of men
of all sects uniting in speaking their sentiments,
plainly, fearlesely, and fully. Witness these

| extraota, which of the many we cull, only be- ; .
| cause they speak for great bodies of the reli-

gionists of our country.
First, from Zion's Herald, an organ of the
Methodiste, under dste of February 15, Ma-
king up the week's summary, the editor says:
“ At home, the Nebraska bill still attracts
the chief attention of the

|Cmm We wish it exaited stronger abhor-

rence and more active i tlmnit.dou.
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| tako their places on the roll of infamy, Their
worst enemies need not wish them more bank-
rupt in gharacter than they will be when this
act of willful, shameless treachery is consum-
mated. The very attempt, whether sucoessful
or not, will seal the fate of those who make i3,

* wnprineipled political aspirants may
never $0 redeem themselves in the estima-
tion ot'ﬁu‘ men, Having done what mis-
ohief they could in the brief hour of their su-
thority, will retire inlo ws much obsourity
a8 Providence allows to such a¢ commit the
bigheat orimes—that i, they will be known
only o b deapieed.

“8o furas Slavery is concerned, the whole

nb is sheer infutuation. The old max-
i ‘about to have another verificution,
‘whom the gods will to destroy, they first mnke
foals” . Lot these political gumesters oarry on'
their war against human rights in this scan-
datous manper, if' they plesse. They will find
in the long run that honesty is the best policy.
Auti- men will not imitate their mean-
nees in di rding solemn compaots, This
gloxy the Slaveocrats and their Northern allies
will hava all to themaelves. But if there ianot
s ‘reciprocity of effort, wherever honorable
| effort oam be made, we greatly mistake the
temper of the nineteenth century. The proe
pect now iy, that the bill will not be forced
through Congress with the suddenness its pro-
jeetor designed.”

And the Free Presbyterian, (February 8,) a
paper published in Albany, has an article from
whish we make this extraot:

% Nebraska.—This ie the absorbing subject
just now; and well it may be, in view of the
audacious and startling attempt to open this
fuir domain to the blasting curse of Slavery.
The address on the first page, from the Repre-
sentatives of Ohio to their constituents—and
which bears the unmistakeable imprees of the
aceurats and logical mind of Sevator Chuse—
we commend 0 the earnest attention of our
readers. [te facts and arguments must com-
mand the assent of every oandid mind, while
its exposure of the infamous project now on
foot to extend the area of Slavery must excite
the indigaation of all not utteriy lost to all
sense of national or personal honor. .

“The address is confined muinly to the po-
litical view of the ense. But there ore other
considerations of even still higher im ce.
The moral uspects of the question of Slavery
are of the fitst moment. Ic is confessedly the
embodiment of element of hostility tothe
Gmlefmmm kingdom of righteous-
ness, which he came to establish. The Gospel
is Love—Slavery is embodied hate. The Gos-

is LG very is Egyptian darkness.

G is PURITY—Slavery is the incarna-
tion of fust. is JusTicE—Slavery is
foulest injustice. Gospel breathes PEACE—
Siavery 1 orgenised war on the rights snd
lu.pz’nan of its victims. Every element of the
one is the diveot opposite of the other. Before

the G can trinmph, therefore, Slavery must
die. %'m_ﬁ&mlo{' this world can
kingdoms of our Lord and of his
foul embodiment of the spirit of
swept from the earth.

The question, then, of its extension and
i} one that eminently concerns
)

E We might add to these, extracts from other

{ religions papers, especially from the New York
Christian Advocate and Journal, the leading

materisl. But they have no objection fo re-
ceiving “aid and comfort” from this same Re-

e, as well as of | ligious Pres. When distinguished Divines in

1850 wnited in returning thanks to Daniel
Webster for saving the Union, they were land-
ed to the skies, as sensible, sincare patriots,
and the New York Observer hecame an au-
thority the moment it asailed Mre. Stowe as
an enomy to her country. Nothing do they
bail with so much pleasure as an elaborste
vindiostion, by & religious paper, of the right
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can hardly believe such
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paper that advooates free labor is fanati-
oal; that which defends slave labor is truly
pious and God-fearing. Hear what the Rich-
mond (Va.) Enquirer says of a leading journal
of the South engaged in this pions work :
4 The Religious Press—Tho Watchman and
of this week supports the Nebras
| ka bill in an article, which, for solid argnment,
pd by nothing yet written on the sub-
! journal never travels beyond ite
appropriste sphere, but undor the influence of
seasure affecting the rights of Sla-
fails to throw the weight
of ..w charnoter on the side of the
South. article on the Nebraska question
s timely and tinmphant response to the cant-

| S s e

palized the year of his oareer as journal-
ist, by to the restriotion of 1820, and
has been true to the interests of

nmmm.—'ﬁ; Nn-n'ona! Era, the or-
the Abolitionists, compliments Mr,
terme on his Nebraska
Enguirer.
Cranacrenisric.—The Richmond Enquirer,

| I
|
|
|
| an orgsn of the Administration and the slave

gan of
Botts in extravag

power, denounces Mr. Botta in cxtravagant
torms beonuse he has the manliness to esteem

| the plighted faith of his State ae above all the
' advantages that fraud and tyranuy can bring
to it. '

{7 The Southern Era says, of our Minister
to France, that “the Judge is at home in
English, and in & short time he will, no doubt,
ba ablo to palayer with Napoleon in his own
ingo.”” It is to be hoped so!

7 In the Ladies’ lnstitute of the Penn
Medieal University of Philadelphia, the eatire
expenses of the sewsion, exclusive of boarding
snd graduating fes, are only 860, and not 8140,
as stated in the ndvertisement, by mistake.

(77 Martin Shew killed Jobn Murphy, in
Baltimore, on Saturdsy night. The murderer
and several ssemed to be lying in
wait at the Howard engine-bouse, to kill some
in entertained by some, that, 6a 8t prewent or.

ganized, engine 00 are great ovils,
Though the  of Baltimore are vory

tion nrw ammiredly the guatiest of the gentle.

streets, and ocome forth to hear the eloquent
Senator from Massadhusetts in the csuse of
Freedom. Mr. Sumner spoke with fine effect
to an andience who gave breathless attention
to his words. 1

In the Housé, Mr. J. C. Allen, from the Free
State of Illinois, spoke with enrnestoess and
vehemence in support of the Nebraska bill.
He paid a large instalment of his tribute tothe
dominant Slave Power. Mr, Dent, of Georgis,
and Mr, Grow, of Pennsylvania, debated the
Homestead Bill.

(5™ The snow continued to fall in this city
from 8 A. M. yesterday, until the same hour
to day ; and, slthough the weather was mild,
it scoumulated to the depth of wbout fourteen
inches, But there is o bright warm sun to-
duy, and o general thaw.

SueiaHuiNG.—The snow iv to-day rather soft
for this purpose ; but as high as twenty-five
dollars has been paid for three hours’ nse of &
eleigh and four horses,

i il

> No maila have been received in this

city from the North since 11 A. M. yesterday.

A meeting at Cambridge, of gentlemen in-
terested in astronomy snd mathemstios, has
organized, under the name of the “ Cambridge
branch of the American Astronomical Assooi:
ation,” it 'being contemplated to have o general
society, with branches established in various
parts of the United States. Professor Pierce is
the President.

Several of the leading ocupitalista of New
York. with Mesars, Corooran of Washington,
Mr. Vinton of Ohio, MoLane of Baltimore,
and other distingnished oapitalists, are making
applieation to the Wisconsin Legislature for
the charter of the Atlantic and Paecific Rail-
road Company, with s capital of fifty milliong,
to build & rai from any point on the val-
ley of the lakes, Mississippi, or Gulf of Mexico,
to the Paeific Ocean.

T RS

An aged gentloman of Salem informa the
Lynn Bay that s ship was launched in
that place, on 25th December, 1794, and
that the weather was so warm on that day
that numerous persons went into the water to
bathe, aa in the summer season. The weather
was remarkably mild throughout the whole of
that season.

A piT-u-met, ten miles long by five broad.
in Franklin county, Indiana, it is ssid, ia now
swarming with pigecns. The roar of their
wings, on arriving and departing from the
roost, is tremendous, and the tlooks during the
flight darken the heavens., The is oov-
ered to the depth of several inches with their
maoure. Thousands are killed by casoalties
from breaking limbe of trees, and hundreds of

hogs live upon them.

Foster Bosworth, late at 3
was arrested on the 13th Mm MT:O“;'
by Marshal Mott, charged with embezzlement
of United States moneya, while in office, to the
amount of more than $8,000.

THE LANDMARK OF FREEDOM.
SPEECH

HON. CHARLES SUMNER

AGAINBT THE REPEAL
OF THE

PROHIBITION OF SLAVERY NORTH OF THIR-
TY-S8IX DEGREES THIRTY MINUTES.

In Senate, February 21, 1854,

Mg. PrEsinENT:

I wpprosch this discussion with awe. The
mighty question, with untold issues, which it
involves, o me. Like a portentous
aloud, with irresistible storm and
rain, it seeme to fill the whole heavens, making
me painfufly conscious how unequal I am to
tho vocasion—huw also, 18 all that [
can say, to all that | feel.

In delivering my sentiments here to.day, |
shall speak frank! to my ounzw—
i without concealment or reserve. But if
anything fell from the Senstor from Illinois,
[Mr. Doveras] in opening this discussion,
whioh mi Iitln-belllll:slw“
MIdJnhﬂythnl | not enter upon
it. Lot not a word or & tone pass my lips to
direct attention, for & moment, m'i.m
scendent thems, by the side of which Senators
and Presidents are but dwarfs. | would not
forget those amoenities which belong to this
place, and are so well caloulated to tomper
the antagonism of debate ; nor oan I cease to
remember and to feel, that, amidet all diversi-
:t;of oﬁtl::,wu are the o tatives of

irty-ome sister it together
indissoluble tie, ur?'umwthg that Pllrz
Unit, which we all embrace by the endearing
name of country. =5

The question presented oconsidera-
tion qu not su in pll;”::w any
which has oecurred in our national hi
wince the Declaration of Independence. In

every aspeot it assumes tic proportions,
whether we simply ouim.lu extent of ter-
ritory it concerns, or the publio faith, or na-
tional poliey which it affeots, or that higher
question—that Question of Questions, ns far
above others ns Liberty is above the common
things of life—which it opens anew for judg-
ment.

It concerns an immense region, | than
the original thirteon Biates, vying in extent
with ali the existing Free States, stretohing
over prairie, and forest—interlnoed by
silver streams, skirted by mountaing,
and conetituting the heart of the North Ameri-
can continent—only a little smaller, lot me add,
than threegreat Ku epuntries combined-~

TOpesn
Italy, Spain, and Ftlnoo,mhoflfluh' in suc-
cession, has dominated over the world. This
territory has been likened, on this floor, |
:9 tﬁa Garden : G;.d The inﬂih\:‘eﬂiu '
ound, not merely in its present and vir-
gin character, but in its sctual p:o.‘rnphio-l
sitaation, wumhﬁ central spaces on this
hemisphere, whizh, in their general relations, |
may well compare with that early Asiatio |
home, We are told that, '
Southward through Eden went & river |arge ;
80 here wo have a stream which is larger than
the Euphrates. And here, too, smidat all the
smiling products of nature, lavished by the
hand of God, is the goodlﬂ tree of l..lz“'ly,
plnnted by our fathers, which, without exng.
geration, or even impgination, may be likened
to
e tha teeo of life
inemt, bloo mhrostal fryit
er' e o Fold. ming o fry!

It is with regard to this torritory, that you
aro now sal1ol 1o buieies e graloss

| not stalk, in the

floroe, the people generally and their authori- |

pohinery of oivil wociety. Such & messure,

any time, would deserve the most carcful
£ I{nn. “But, at the presont moment, 1t

¥ ex n peculiar in from the effort
pretences ined by facts—in
violation of solemn covenant, snd of the ewly
principles of vur fathers—to open this immens:
region to Sluvery. ' y

Au«rdisgd to existing law, thit: Territory is
DnOw gua sgainst Slavery by a positive
pruhil:ﬁmﬂeml;ndied in the Act of Cun;r:;
0 urch 6th, 1820, atory to
mm of Missouri inmp:l’:r , BH 8
sisber. State, and. in the following explicit
words :

“ 8o, 8. De st further énacted, That in wll that
Territory ceded by France to the United Statas, under
the name of Lowrsiana, which lies north of thirty-six
degrees and thirty minutes of north Jatitude, not in-
ecluded within the limits of the State contemplated by
this nct, SLAVERY AND INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE,
otherwise dhan as the punishment of erimes, SianL
BE, AND 1§ uEreny, FOREVER PROHIBITED

It is mow proposed to set aside this prohi-
bition ; but there seems to be a singular inde-
oision a8 to the way in which the deed shall be
done. From the time of its firet introduction,
in the report of the Committee on Territories,
the proposition has assumed different shapes
and it promises to assume 88 many a8 Proteus
now, one thing in form, and now, another;
now, like a river; and then like a flame; but,
in every form and shape, identical in eub-
stance; with but one end and aim—its be-all
and end-all—the overthrow of the Prohibition
of Slavery.

At firet, it propoeed simply to declare, that
the States formed out of this Territory should
be admitted into the Union, “ with or without
Slavery,”’ and did not directly assume to touch
this prohibition. For somo reason this was
not satisfuctory, and then it was precipitately
proposed to declare, that the prohibition in
the Missouri act “ was superseded by the prin-
ciples of the legielation of 1830, commonly
called the Compromise Measures, and is hereby
declared inoperative.,” But this would not do;
and it is now proposed to declare, that the
Prohibition, “being inconsistent with the prin.
ciples of non-intervention, by Congrees;, with
Slavery in the States and 'i‘m-rit-m-iqu1 n recog-
nised by the legislation of 1850, commonly
onlled. the Compromise Measures, is hereby
declared inoperative and void.”

All this is to be done on pretences founded
upon the Slavery enactments of 1850. Now,
sir, | am not here to speak in behalf of those
mensures, or to lean in any way upon their
support. Relnlil;g to different subject-matters,
contained in different acts, whioh prevailed
sucopssively, at different times, and by different
votes—some persons voting for one measure,
snd some voting for another, and fow
voting for all, they cannot be re a8 &
unit, embodying conditions of compact, or com-
promise, il you please, adopted cqually by all
pnﬁnélnd, therefore, obligatory on all par-
tiea. But since this broken series of measures
has been adduced as an apology for the propo-
sition now bafore us, | desire to say, that, such
a8 they are, they oannot, by sny effort of in.
terpretation, by any distorting wand of power,
by any rée nlchemy, be tranemutid into
s rupuma that original prohibition of Sla-

'-gn this head there are several points to
which 1 would merely oall'attention, and then
pass on. First: The Slavery enactments of
1850 did not pretend. in terms, to touch, much
less to change, the condition of the Louisiana
Territory, which was already fixed by Con-
gressional enactment, but simply mml’- upon
“pewly-aoquired Territories,” the condition of
which was not already fixed by Congroesional
enactment. The two transactions related to
different subject-matters. Sscondly : The ensot-
ments do not direotly touch the subjest of
Shmy,dd;rin <
Utah and New Mexico; bot provide pros-
pectively, that, when adniﬁm-l States, they
shall be received “ with or without Slavery.”
Here certaioly can be no overthrow of an act
of Congresa which directly conoerna a Territory
during its Territoriol existence. Thirdly: Dar.
ing all the dissussion of these messures in Con-
gress, and afterwards before the people, and
through the public press, at the North and the |
South alike, no person wns heard to intimate
that the prohibition of Slavery in the Miseouri
Act was in any way disturbed. An.di Sourthly : |
The acts themselves contain & formal provision, |
that *‘nothing herein contained shall be oon. |
strued to impair or qualify anything” in a cer- |
tain article of the resolutions annexing Texas, |
wherein it is ex| y deolared, that in terri- |
hc;(.north of Missouri Compromiee line, |
4 , or involuntary servitude, exocept for |
erime, shall be prohibited.”
But 1 do not dwell on theso things, These
have been already amply refuted by
Senators who have preceded me. Itis clear, |
beyond all contradiction, that the prohibition
of Sla in this territory has not super- |
seded or in any way annolled Ly the Slavery |
Acts of 1850, The proposition hefore you is, |
therefors, original in its character, without
sanction from any former legislation ; and it |
must, accordingly, be judged by its merite, s |
an_original tion. {
Here lot it be remembered, that the friends |
of Freedom are not open to any charge of ag- |

gression. They are now standing on the de.
fensive, WZM the early intrenchments :
thrown up by our fathers. No ition to |

abolish Slavery anywhere, is now before you ;
but, on the contrary, 8 proposition to abolish
Freedom. The term Abolitionist, whioh is so |
often applied in reproach, justly belonge, on
this ocoasion, to him who would overthirow this
well-established landmark. He is, indeed, no
Abolitionist of Slavery; lot him be oalled, sir,
an Abolitionist of Freedom. For myself,
whether with many or fow, my place is taken.
Even if alone, my foeble arm shall not be
wanting o« a bar against this outrage,

Da two distinet gronnds, ' both strong against
the deed,” I arraign this proposition; First, in
the name of Pablic Faith, as an infraction of the
solemn obligations assumed beyond recull by
the South on the admision of Missouri into
the Union ae & Siave Stato ; Secondly. | arrai
it in the nufl:;. of Froedom, ne an unjostifinble

the original Anti-Sla I
m fathers. These two heads l"r, s
to consider in their order, glancing onder the
Iatter at the olgections to the prohibition of
Slavery in the Territories.

And here, sir, before | approach the argument.
indulge me with & fow preliminary worde
on the character of this Ffopmitim. Slavery
ia the foreiblo subjection of one human being, in
person, labor, or property, to the will of another.
In this simple statement 18 involved its whole in-
justios. e'ln in no ol';nu nﬂh::gim,

ainst morals, ost humanity, which may
~ lfﬁnm of this i;:tihﬂw, “un-
whips of jostice.” For the hushand and wife
there is no m ; for the mother there is no
assurance that hér infant ohild will not be rav
ishod from her breast; for all who bear the
name of Slave, there is nothing that they can
onll their own. Without n father, without a
mother, nlmost withont a (fod, he bas nothing
but & master. It would becontrary to tha
Rule of which isordained by God, if such
" ugh mitigated often by a patriar-
ohal by a plavsible physieal com-
fort, be otherwise. than
infloenoes, It is oon t

igions in ite

hhfimlh dignity : indus
in- | dation flods no se and all the land of Sla.
WhM And now, gir, when the
of mankind is at lh to
thess m w 1 |
wld,-mn. s by-word and a reproach,

) | we, a8 & nation, are about to open & new miar

the ‘territorial existence of | general

| structive flood.

=

' can any trus
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ment,

" of the Northwestern Torri

ket to the trafliokers jn ilesh, that hyuot the
shambles of the South. Such wo sct, at this
time, is removed from all reach of that pallin-
tion often vouchsufed to Slavery This wrong,
we are speciously told, hy thuse who seek to
defend it, i8 not oor original sin. It was en-
tailed upon ue, 80 we are iustracted, by our an-
cestors; and the responsibility is often, with
exultation, thrown upon the mother ocountry.
Now, without stopping to inquire into the val-
ue of this spology, whioh is never sdduced in
hel:huil: of mﬁ.h}?“ﬂ and wbii:h availed
no at kingly power, mpoud
the mgﬂ‘lgr country, and which our l'i.tlsaulzd'Jr
overthrew, it is sufivient, for tho present pur-
Euw, to know, that it is now pronoged to make
Slavery our own original act. Here js t'&h
ouss of actual transgression, which we eannot
cust upon the shoulders of any itors,
nor upon sny mother country, distant in time or
pluce. The Congress of the United States, the
peuple of the United States, at this day, in this
vaonted ‘of light, will be respopsible for
it, 8o that it shall be said hercalter, so loug as
the dismal history of Slavery is read, that, in
the yenr of Christ 1854, 8 new and deliberate
a0t was passed, by which a vast territory was
opened to its inroads.

Alone ‘in the company of nations dogs cur
country assume this bateful championship.
In despotic Russia, the serfdom which consti-
tuted the * peculinr institution ” of that great
ewpire, is never allowed to travel with the im-
perial flug, acoording to the Ameriean preten-
sion, into provinces newly acquired by the
common blood and troasure, but is earefully
restricted by positive prohibition, in harmony
with the general conseience, within its nneient
confines; and this prohibition—the Wilmot
Proviso of Russin—is rigorously enforced on
[ eide, in ull the fmvmuu, u8in Besarabia
on the south, aod Poland on the west, wo that,
in fact, no Russian nobleman has been sble to
move into these important territories with his
slaves. Thus Russia speaks for Freedom
and disowns the slaveholding dogma of ony
country. Faraway in the East, at “ the gato.
ways of the city,” in effeminate India, sl
has been condemned; in Constantinopls, the
queenly seat of the mdst powarful M&Eﬂmm]
an empire, where barbarism still mingles with,
civilization, the Ottoman Sultan has fastened
upon it the stigma of disspprobation; the
Barbn? States of Africs, ocoupying the same
parallels of latitode with the slave States of
our Union, and resembling them in the nature
of their boundaries, their prodnctione, their
climate, and the ° peouliar institution,” which
sought shelter in both, have heen changed into
Abolitionista.  Algier, seated near the line
of 36 dﬁ 30 min,, has been dedicated to Free-
dom, 0rooco, by ita untutored ruler, hes
expressed it desire, stamped in the formal
terms of o treaty, that the very name of sla-
very may perish from the mindé of men ; and
only recently, from the Dey of Tunis hns pro.
ceeded that noble act, by whieh, “In honor
of God, and to distingnish man from the brute
creation”—I quote hin own words—be dacresd
ita totul abolition throughout his dominions.
Let Christinn America be willing to be tanght
by these examples. God forbid that our Re-
public—"heir of all the ages, foremost in the
files of time "—should adopt anew the harba-
rism which have renounced.

As the effort now making is extraordinary in
character, so no nssnmption seems toq extraor-
dinary to be wielded in its support. The pri-
mal truth of the'equality of men, as proclnim-
ed in our Declaration of In dence, has
been seeniled, and this great charter of our
country discredited. Sir, you and 1 will soon
pass away, but that will continue to stand,
above impeachment or question. The Decla-
E::u o:nl;dapmm ldm Wi u&ﬂm‘m of

ta, age employed, though
i it chiavsciar, must obyionsly be to
strained within the design and sphere of a Dao-
laration of Rights, involving no such absurdity
as was atiriboted to it yesterday by the Sena-
tor from ladians, [Mr. Perrir| Sir, itis o
palpable ::.:;‘ wen are no: i
or in micntnl capacites, in
Wdhnmhdthdbod,. m.nw
tal oloaks of flesh differ, s do these worldly
garments. Dinuiot{ or j lity in these re-
epecta sﬂo‘}u emﬁ;o. dllnt,uﬂad in
no persons, and as all are equal in
his mhother Dives or Laszsrus, m?mr or
luve, so are all ec}nnl in natural inborn rights;
and, pardon me,if | ey, it is a vain sophism to
uce in argument against this vital axiom of
Liberty, the physical or mental inequnlities by
which men are charaoterized, or the unbappy
degradation ko which, in violation of & common
brotherhood, they are doomed. To deny tho
Declaration of In is to rush on the
hosses of the shiold of the Almighty, which, in
nll res the present mensure seems to do.

To the delusive suggestion of the able Sena-
tor from North Carolina, [ Mr. Radger. | that by
the overthrow of this prohibition. the number of
slaves will not be inereased, thut there will be
simply & beneficent diffusion of Slavery, and not
ita extension, | reply at onoe, that this arge-
ment, if of any valoe—if not mere words, and
nothing else—wauld equally justify and reguire
the overthrow of the probibition of Slavery in
the free and, indoed, everywhere
throoghout the world. All the dikes, whioh,
in different ocountries, from time to time, with
tha march of civilization, have been painfully
set op inet the inronds of this évil, mast be
o and every land opened anew to ity de-
t in olear, heyond dispute,
that by the overthrow of this prohibition, Slu-
will be quickened, and slaves themselves
be multiplied, while new “room aud
vorge " will be seoured for the gloomy opera-
tioos of alave law, under which free lubor will
drn-ur, and a vast torritory will ho smitien with
uterility. Sir, & biade of grass woukl wos
grow where the horse of Attila had trod; nor

ity spring up in the Toot-
prints of the smm

But it is that slaves will not bo
oarried into Nebraska in Iargs nuwbers, and
that, therefore, the guestion is of small practi-
oal moment, My distinguished oolleague,
| Mr. Everett,] in his eloquent specoh. henrkenad
this su , and allowed himself, while up-
holdimg the prohibition, to disparage ita im-
portance in & manner, from which | feel eon-
strained kindly, but most streauonsly, so dis
sent, Sir, the consus shows that it s of vital
. is Missouri nt this mo-

with Illincis on the enst and Nobraska
on the west, all covering nearly the same spaces
of latitade, and resembling each other in soll,
climate, and productione. Mark, new, the eon-
trast! By the potent efioscy of the Oedinanco
tory, [linois in now
o free State, while Missouri hnw 87,422 slaves ;
and the simple :L‘m which chullenges an
anewer is, whether Nebraska shall be pre-
werved in the condition of Nlinois, or surren-
derod to that of Missouri? Surely this cen-
not he treabed Jightly. Bot for myself, | am
unwilling to measure the exigeney of the pro-
hibition by the number of persons, whether
many or few, whom it may protect. Huwmam
rights, whetherin a solitary individual or o vast
multitude, are entitled to wn equal and unhes.

itnting wm In shis wpirit, the flag of our
pomt voocntly became the impenotes-
hle of an homeless wanderer, who
olaimed its in o distant sen; and
in this apirit, | sm oons'rained to declare thas
there is no place nocessible 46 human avarice,
or human lust, or human force, whether in the

lowest valley, or an the loftiest tain-
by, oy Nk Rl

“or the snowy oresta of the Rocky Mountsins,

whore tho prohibition of slavery, like th
commandmenta of ::nmmmacm m:
i lowving

thess things behind, [ press st
unce to the argument.



