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TEATINONY OF DE. HAMBLETON,
restiing m.\;‘:';& s:uln.a'umw"

e
there expect payment for thelr slaves and
the destruction of the war when
the passions of the bour have subaided.
They expect that st pome fature day there
will be a sort of compromise, h the
Houthern Btates will be relieved of their share

as to Btate sovereignty ks before the war, but

TRETINONT OF GOY, JONNBON,

Hon. Jumes Johnson, late Provisional
Governor of ( testifien that fmme-
dintely after emane wont into actusl
offect there was some hostiliry to-
wanrd the negroos, but that is abating. A few
United States t
rean should be in Geol
district und cirenit conrta of the

until the
nited States

™ sed und the Lej ture
zu mt:du;n‘m m of luws in rgil"hmo
to the 0oR, the ¢ fonal eivil

and the Freedmon's Bo- e

which uaually atiend all protracted warm,
Q. In 1861, when the ordinance of seces-

slon was in r Btate, to what ex.
mtwuithMw lot
proclamation of Presiden

caune, na it wes b uf:thl .l' . it
unanimons sopport ple o

Before that they were v Pux:uch divided on
the pollcs of sevession. But alerward they
supported the cause, within the range of my

knowledge, with very few exceptions, (there
ot "

A. Quite as good, T think, ns in an
of lhqwnﬂd &I evor 1 have hren!mp;:‘—
twoon like classes of employer unil

A. The vo popalation of lln Btate,
under the prl:ln'ém oonatitution, is perhaps
J. This is & mere extimate.

The condition of things m thia respoct, on
roturn last full, was very different from
w lumwhmllaftbmloruyngrmnl
vigit to this city, During the fall, and up to
the closs of the yuear, was & general

inlon prevailing smong the colored le
:Tn nt (?h':iimn:' thq?frwld be » dr:i:l';ln

of the lands, and a very indixposition
on part to make mmmll at all
for the present year. d, were

there
veory fow contracts, 1 think, made throughout
tmhte until afler Christmas, or about the
fiewt of J a 1 Tillson, who i st

were some few ptions, n ding
half & dozen, T think.)” The im lon then

li::f wis, that public liberty was en-
mn , snd they supported the cause be.
enuse of thoir zeal for constitutional righta
They still differed vory moch e to the ulti.
mate object to be attained, and the means to
be used, but these differences yielded to the
emnergency of the spprohended common dun-

r. .
Q. Wan not the ordinance of secossion
adopted in Georgin earlior in date to the pro.
clamation ealling for 76,000 volunteers?

A. Yes, sir. 1 stated that the rouplu
:rh:m vory much divided on the question of

rights bill will disy

of s lon, but that after the
1 ' thl' 1 h 1. §

with ity of

the burean.
The constitntion as recently adopted makes
the Constitution of the United States and the

e Lt 3

upanimons in their of the cause,
There were pome l'::vmpum in the
Btate—I think not more than balf & dozen

Juwn made in thereol t,
thus settling the disputed question which was
at the bottom of the whole dificulty, The
rople of Georgia are very much averse to
ving begro suffrage imposed on them.
“I'hey would nol’ submit 1o it with a good
geace, and, in fact, it would hring about colli-
sdon.
TRATIMONY OF ALEXANDER W. STRFHENS.
ﬁl«-nm]er H. Btephens sworn and exam-
inpd.
By My, Boutwell ;
Unestion. Btate your residence,
nswer, Crawlorduville, Geor
(). What means have you had since Loo's
murrender 1o ascertain the sentiments of the
people of Georgin with to the Union?
A. 1 wos st home, in Georgia, st the time
of the murrender of | Loe, and ined
there until the 11th of May, snd during that
time conferred vory freely with the peopls in
my immediate neighbor with the Gov-
wriior of the State, and with ono or two other
londing or prominent men in the State.
From the 1lth of Msy until my return to
Georgla, which was the' 20th of October, I
had no means of knowing anythigg of the
public sentiment thore, except through the
blic press and such letters aa | received.
“rom the time of my return antil I left the
Btate on my present visit’ here, I bad very
o:t'cn;tve inm:?ti.m wlllllhlli:,n }'u'lnl‘ph-.‘k rrl;;l-
ing stm, viaitin geville du
the :ﬂl u.Ig‘t.jho ;:‘3' lature, first :u;a ‘umlr
assembling, n nn u| r e
mmhl;::. and again in ut:? l.m t ol
February. While there 1 conv v
feeely and fallty with all the prominent lead.
fug men, or mest of them, in the Logisluture,
-nﬁ met a groat many of the pro nt, in-
flnential men of the State not connected with
the Legislature; and by letiers from and
correspondence with men in the State whom
1 have notanet. 1 believe that embraces a
full suswer to the guestion s to my mesns
of ascertaining timents of the people
of that State upon the subject stated in the
question
' Q. As !.Imwsulfl. ri;ywr uhnﬁrlul:lnl, whlll
A your opinion of t urposes of the people
mtyh rel'l'r':mnn to the ?ecnnltrucllw gl? Bw
Government, and what aro their desiros and
purposes ing the maint of the
tlu"'rumum.' T

Analand ini

. My op an T s,
that an overwhelming majority of the wo!ﬂn
of Ueorgin wre exceedingly anxious for the
restoration gf the Governunent, and for the
Stato to take har formes ponition in the
Union; to have her Benatom aud Represents-
tives ndmitted into Congress, and to enjoy
ull hor rights and to dmllm all her oblige-
tions ns o State under the Constitution of
the United States na it stands smendod.

Q. What ure their t views concern.
Ing the justice of the rebellion * Do they at
present belleve that it wes o rossonsble and
proper undertaking, or otherwise

A. My opinion of the sentimont of the
people of Georgia upon thit subject is, that
the exercise of the right of secession wus re-
sorted to by themn from s desire to render
their libertios and institutions more secure,
and a bellef on their part that this was abuo-
Intely necessury for that object Thr{ were
divided npon the yuestion of the policy of
hit messare; there was, howsver, but very
Hittle divislon smong them upon e question
of the right of it l\ﬁ Ia now thelr belief, in
my opinion—and I give it merelyus anopin.
ion—that the surent, if not the ouly, hope for
their liberties ls the restoration nf, the Con-
wtitution of the United Btates, and of the
Government of thy United States under the
Couatitution.

Q. Hus there been any change of opinion
as to the right of secession, as o right in the
people or in the Stetes

A, 1 think there has boen & very decided
change of opinion, as to the policy, by those
who favored it. 1 think the peaple generally
ar satisfied sulliciently with the experimunt,
never Lo reaort 1o that measure of redress
uﬂdu. by force, whatever may be their own
abutraot ideas upon that subject. They have
given up all iden of a main e of these
opinions by s resort to. force, They huve
vome to the conelusion that it [a bettor to
appeal to the forams of reason and justice,
to the halls of legisiation and the courts, for
the preservation of the principles of conmti-
tutional liberty, than to the arena of arma.
It Is vy settled conviction that there is not
wny iden cherished at all in the public mind
of Georgin of over resorting AN to seces-
wion, or 1o the exercise of the right of seces.
sion by force. Thet whole policy of the
maintenance of their rights, in my opinion,
{5 st this time totally sbandoned,

. Dut the opinion as to the right, as 1
undorstund, remaine substantially the ssme ?

A, 1 cannot wnawer us 1o that, Some mesy
huve changed their opinion in this roapect
It wonld be an unuaual thing, s well as a
diffioult matter, for o whole people to chunge
thele convietions upon abstract truths or
prineiplon, T have not heard thin view of

the eabject debated or discussed recently, |

und T wish to be understood ws giving my
opinion vnly on that branch of the sbject
which is ol practcsl charucter and import
ance.

}. To what do yon attribute the change
ol opinlon ke to the propriecty of attempting
to mulitain their views by forcet

A. Well, sir, my opinion_about that—iny
individunl opinian, derived from obuervation

g my nci oi.  As 1 sald, while
they were thus almost i in support
of the oaune, they diffored also as to the end
to be stiained by sustaining it Some looked
to an ndjustment or sottlement of the contro-
verwy upon any basis that would secure their
constitational righta. Others looked to u
Southern separate nationality ws their only
objoct and hope. These difforent views as to
the ultimate ohjecta did not interfers with
the genernl nctive support of the cause.

Q. Was there a popular vote upon the or
dinance of secossion?

A. Only #o far wa in the election of dele.
gates to the convention.

(. There was no subsequent action?

A. No, sir; the ordinance of secossion was
not submitted 1o & popular vote afierwards,
Q. Have you any opinion s to the vote it
would have received, as compared with the
whole, i it hud been submitted o the free
action of the people?

by the convention?

Mr. Boutwell. Yon, after it was adopted
by the convention, if it had been submitted
forthwith or within & ressonable time.

A. Taking the then staie of thi into
consideration, Bouth Caroline, Florida, and
Missiasippi think, havi ded

g ,
opinion 18 that u majority of the peo) iz
would have ratified it, and perhaps a dwhl:-d
or large majority. If, however, Bouth Caro-
lina and the other Btates had not adopted
their ordinances of socession, 1 sm very well
satisfled that » msjority of the people of
Goorigin, and porhaps a very declded majori-
ty, would bave been aguinat wecemsion if her
ordinance bad been submitted to them. But
un mattors stood st the time, if the ordinance
had been submitted to a popular vote of the
Htate, (t would have been sustaingd. That s
my opinion about that matter.

Q. What was the date of the Georgia ondi-
nance ! .

A. The 18th or 19th; I think the 19th of
January, 1861, though I am not certain,

Q. ’Iqu- yuestion of secession was involved
in the eloction of delegates to that conven-
thon, wis it not ¥

A. Yon, wir,

Q. And was there on the part of candi-
dutea o pretty genernl avowal of opinions ¥

A. Very general,

Q. What was the result of the election as
far an the convention expressod any opinion
upon the question of secossion !

A. I think the majority was about thirty
in the convention in favor of secossion. 1 do
not recollect the exact vote.

. In a convention of how many ?

+ In o convention based upon the num.
ber of Senators and members of the House
in the General Assembly of the Btate, The
exiet ber T do not recollect, but T think
it was near three bundred, pechaps n fow over
or ander,

Q. Was thore any difference in different
parts of the Htate in the satrength of Union
sentiment at that time ?

A. In wome of the mountain counties the
Union sentiment woas genernlly prevalent.
| The citien, towns, and villages were generslly
| for secesalon throughout Htate, 1 think,
with some exceptions. The anti-secession
sentiment was more genersl in the rural dis
triets and in the mountain portions of the
Btate; yet the people of some of the upper
counties were very active snd declded seces-
sionists. Thure was nothing like a soctional
divislon of the HStatent ull,  For instance, the
delegution from Floyd county, in which the
ity of Rom is situsted, in the upper portion
of the Stato, was un able one and strong for
secegsion, while the county of Jefforson, down
in the interior of the cotton belt, sent one of
the mmt‘\m}miurm nlegations for the Union,
I conld designate other particular counties
in that way throughont the State, showing
thut thore was not what might be termed a
pectionsl or geographical division of the
Htate on the quustion,

Q. In what particular did the peoplo be
ligve their coulitutional liberties were we-
sailod or endangered feom the Union?

A Mainly, 1 would say, in their internal
socinl polity and their spprehension from the
m'twhx consolidating tendencios of the doc-
trines and principles of that political party
which had recently succecded the cholca of u
President and Vice President of the United
Htatea, It was the serious apprebonsion that
if the Republican organization, as then con.
stituted, should wucceed to power, it would
lead ultimstely to w virtual subyersion of the
Conatitution of the United States, and all it
casentinl guarantees of public lberty, 1
think thut was the sincore and honest convic-
tion in the minds of our people.  Those who
opposed socession did notapprehond that any
wuch rosult would necessarily follow the élee-
Honwwhich had taken pluce; they still thought
that all their rights might be wnlul-inmrm
the Union and under the Constitution, espe-
clally ns there were lll!*unlll"a in hoth Houses
of Congress who agreed with them on consti
tutionsl questions.

Q. T whut feature of thelr iternal social
polity did they approbend danger

A. Principally the mbordination of the
African moe ws 16 existed under thelr laws
and institutions,

. In what wpirit is the emancipation of
slaves recelved by the pooplet

A. Geoerslly it 1s soguivsced In and ne-
copled, 1 think, in perfect good fuith, and
with o disposition to do the hest that can be

—in thint Lhis change of opinion arose walnly
from the operation of the war among thm-
selves, the reanlts of the vontlick, frow
thelr own suthoritics on their individual

done in the now order of bl In that par
| thoular,

. What at prosent are the relations mb-
alsting beiweoen the white people and black

Witness, Do you mean after it was adopted | sslor.

the head of the buresn in the Btate, and
whose administration has given very general

to our people, T , WA ':i
wotive in disabuaing the minds of the colo

le from their error in this partienlar,

1o visited quite s number of in the
Btate, and addressed large andiences of col-
ored poople, snd when they beeame satisfied
they were laboring under o mistake in on-
ticipsting s divison of lands wfter Christ-
mas and the let of January, they made con
tructs vory readily, generally, and sinoe that
time affairs have in the main moved onquite
smoothly and quietly.

Q. Are the negroes generally at work?

A. Yes, nir; they are generally at work.
Thmhm Ao i’ re, but this class consti-
tates but & small propertion.

. What, upon the whole, has been their
vonduct—proper under the cir in
which they have been placed, or otherwise !

A. As a whole, much botter than the most
hopefal looked for.

. As far as you know, what are tho lead-
ing ohjecta und desires of the negro popula-
tion at the present time in reference to -
selves t

A, Itis to be protected in thelr rights of

wrwons mnd of property—to be dealt by
Fn.irly and justly.

Q. What, if anything, has been dono by
the Legislature of your Btate for the sccom-
plinhment of these objocta?

A, The Leginlature has pased s uct, of
which the fol ul"inT'i! % 00py:

o

YAw AcT to defins ithe hm‘ sy of ealor,” and
to deelurs the righta parson,

‘oo, ). He w emacted, §e., That all negroes,
wulatioes, mostisoes, and thair desssodants, hav.
] one eightk megro or Afrisan blood in thelr
ns, shall be koown in this Blate na ‘peritne of

*Goo, L Bewt {:u-lr amacted, That persous of
color shinll hn;.l bt l:'nnhuu::‘nm o:‘:-
tracts, ta i b ] v avi
dm‘: te l'::'-»ia, to ptnh-.'.-':ﬂ ™ w"ml and
oqaal banefit of all laws and Inge for the
wssurity of person and sstate, and shall not be sub-
Jested Lo any othar or different panishment, n,
or panalty for the comminsion of wel or 0

1knn such as are presoribed for while persons com.
1altting like aota or oences. ' ]

The third section of this act simply repeals
all conflicting laws. It was approved by the
Governor on the 17th of March last,

Q. Doos this act express the opinions of
the people, and will it be sustained

A. T think it will be sustained by the
courts ua well as by public sentiment, Tt
wia passed by the present Logislature.  As
an ovidence of the tone of the Legisluture of
the State, as well ne that of the people of the
Blate, upon this subject, 1 will refer you
wiznply toa lotter I wrote to Senator Stowart
upen the same subject. 1 submit (o you a
copy of that letter. It is s fullows :

S Wasminaran, . C., April 4, 1602

““Duan Bin: In anewer 1o your loguiries touching
the sentiments and foslings of tha peopls of Geor-
Kin townrd the fn.dn-n.gd the legal statos of
this elass of populstion in State, &a, allow me
brintly to say that the address deliversd by me on
the 234 of February last befors the Lagislature (s
copy of which 1 berewith hand you) expresses very
fully mod elearly my own opinjons snd feelings
upen the subjeots of your loguiry. This address
was written and printed as you now see it bafore
its delivery. It was delivarsd eerdatim sa you now
rowil i, that thers might be no mistake aboat it
It was aa it now stands unanimensly endorsed by
the Benats ln & jolut resclution, which was aon
ourred ln in the House without dissent, snd was
ordered Lo be spresd upon Lhe joursals of both
housss. Thin I refer yuu to aa & batter and wore
relinble index of the foelings and viaws of the peo-
Hl. of the Btate on this subject than any bare io-

Ividual opinion I might enteriain or express. The
Legislature of the State, it bs to be presamed, ln ae
curreat an umﬂ of the genaral feelings amd
viaws of the upun any pelitical question as
us that oan ko obtained from soy quarter. In
sddition to this, the Legislature subsequently
wvineed their priveipies by their works in rn'iu
s sol, which I also enclose to you This set
spoaks for Itealf. 1t is short, coneiss, pointed, s
well as comprobensive. It sscures to the colored
rass the right Lo sontract and to snforos aontreats,
the right to sue and to be vaed, the right te taatify
Im the dourte, subjeck to the same yules that govern
the testimony of whites, snd it sabjects them to
the snme punlsbiments (or all offenoes ae the whites,
In these P brasing inl clvil
rights, all elasses In Goorgis oow stand squal be-
fore the law. There Is no diserimination in those
partlanlurs on agoount of res or dolor.

ViPlanen wxcuse thin basly mote, 1 have no time
10 g;mnn in detail. -

“Yoars, most ully,

mp.:l.ltalr-n I B

How, Wu, M. Brawany, U. B. Bupare

Q. What, if snything, is belng done in
Georgia in regard to the education of the ae
groes, cither children or adaltst

A. Nothing by the public authorition ns
yot.  Hehools are belng established in many
portions of the State, unider the auspices, }
think, of the Freedmen's Burean, sod quite
n number by the colored people themselves,
encooaraged by the whites

Q. What digposition do tho negroes mani.
fest in regard 1o educstion?

A. Thore secus to be u vory great desire
on the part of the childron and the younger
ones, snd with their parents, to have thon
educated.

Q. What i& the present legal condition of

d%lr!ll.u there been an wtion of the

before, they reapried to secemion with & view
of maintaining more securely these prinoi-
plex.  And when they found they were not

¥
Tosses of Georgia in the fleld, in the military
service 1
A, No necurnte estimnate that I am aware of.
Q. What is it su to have been ?

ful in their object,in perfect good faith,
o8 fur ns 1 enn from meeting with
them and conv with them, looking to
the future developments of their country in
LI:dn,l}a‘l:lll resotrced, aa well a4 it moral

A. T am nol able the quisti
with anything like accuracy.

Q. What in the public sentimont of Geor-
gia with regard to the extension of the right
of vol_l?{ to the negroes ¥

A. The general opinion in the State is very
much averse to it.

Q. If a tion were made to wmend
the Conatitution so as to have n ropresenta-
tion in Congress based o votes substan.
tinlly, would Georgia ratify such » proposed
amendment, il it were » condition pre-
cedent to the restoration of the State Lo po-
"ui.] Ewr in ;bekli&;;m:;ﬁri '11:0 .

. o not thin! w poople
of Georgls, in my jndgment, s M us | can
roflect or ropresent their opinions, feol that
they are entitled under the Constitution of
the United States to representation withont
sny farther condition precedont. They would
not ohject toentertain, dinouss, and exchange
wiews in the common conneils of the conntry
with the other Htates upon such a prop-
osition, or any proposition to amend the Con.
stitution or change it in any of its features,
snd they would abide by such change, if made
as the l.’?onﬂllutian provides; but they feel
that they are constitutionally entitled 10 be
heard by their Senators and members in the
Houses of Con upon this or any other
proposed amendment. 1 do not, therefors,
think that they would ratify that amendment
suggoested us n condition precedent to her
being admitted to a representation in Uone
gress,  Buch, st least, s my opinion.

Q. It is thon your opinion that st r:'mll
the people of Georgia would neither be will.
ing to extend suffrage Lo the negroes nor con-
sent 1o the exclusion of the negroes from the
basis of ropresentation

A. The people of Georgls, In my judg-
ment, are perfoctly willing to leave suffrage
and the basis of representation where the
Constitution leaves it. They look upon the

nestion of sullrage as one belonging exclu.
:‘lm'l y to the Btates; one over which, under
the Constitntion of the United States, Con-
gress has no jurisdiction, puwer, or control,
except in proposing amendments to the
Htates, and not in exacting them from themy;
and I do not think, therefore, that the sn-oplt
of that Btate, while m are disposed, as 1
believe, sarneatly, to fairly, justly, and
rously with the freedmen, would be will-

ing to consent to a change in the Constito-
tion that would give Congress jurisdiction
over the question of sulfrage.  And eapecially
would they be very much averse to Congress
exercising any such jurisdiction without their

T tatives in the Senate aud House be-
ing hourd in lhnnpnhiiv council apon thix
nuestion that so ullyhrtmrurnn their inter-
nal {:}Iir:}" us well as the internal policy of
ull the Bintes.

Q. If the propusition were to be sabmitted
Lo (eorgis, us one of the eleven Biates lutely
in rebellion, thut ahe might be restored to
political power in the Uovernment of the
country upon the condition precedent that
she should, on the one band, extond suffrags
to the negro, or, on the other, consent to their
exclusion from the basis of representation;
would sho accopt either proposition and take
lier place in the Government of the country ?

A. 1 can only give my opinion, 1 do not
think whe wopld accopt either ws & condition
precedent presented by Congroess, for they do
not beliove that Congress has the rightful
powor under tho Constitution to prescribe
wich a condition.  1f Georgin is a Buate in
the Union, her people feel thatshe {s entitled
to representation without conditions imposed
by Uongrean.  And if she is not » State in
the Uniuvn, then she eould not be admitted as
nn equal with the othors, if her sdmission
wern trammellvd with conditions that do not
upply to all the rest nlike.  General univer-
mlluuﬂ‘mﬂ among the colored people, ws
they are now there, would by our people be
regarded as uhout as great s political evil us
could befall them.

Q. If the proposaition were to extend the
right of salfrage to those who could read und
to those who b servedin the Union armies,
would that modification affect the action of
the State ¥

A. T think the people of the State would
be unwilling to do more than they have done
for restorstion. Restricted or Lmited suf-
feage would not be so olijectionable we gen-
eral or univorsal. Dut it is o matter that
belongs to the Btate to regulute.  "The ques
tlon of suffrage, whether universal or re.
stricted, is one of State policy cxclusivily, ss
they believe. Individaally 1 should not be
opposed Lo s proper system of restricted or
limited suffrage to this class of our popola-
tion; but in my judgntent it<s a matter that
belonge of consttutional cight to the States
to regulate exclunively, cach for itselll  But
the people of ‘that Htate, ws 1 bave i,
Ilttl{ll not \llllinnlx. I think, o more
than  they  have for restoration
The only view in their opluion that could

mulhl}'énulif}‘ the wiar which was carricd on
Ly the Federal Govermment agsinst thew
was the idea of the insolubleness of the
Unlon—that those who held the alin
tion for the time were bound to
execution of the laws and the maintenance
of the integrity of the country nder the
Constitution; and since that was  aceous-
plished, wince those who had assamed the
contrary principle—the right of secession,
snd the reserved soverelguty of the Blite
hud wbandonod their couse, and the adminis

those who hase lived together aa husbiund and
wife? Do the laws recogtilee and sustain the
rolutions and the legitmacy of their off-
spring?

A, Our State laws do,  They n»u-u;i-ul.c.u wll
those living us man and wife ns legally man
and wife. A good many of them ok ot
livonses, and were married in the wsal way.
Thore in no difference in our laws in that
reapect,  Licenses wre isued for white and
black alike, only they are prohibited from in.
termarrying with ench other, The races are
nut permitted to intermarry.

Q. Were the smendments to the constitu-
tion of the State of tieorgia, recontly adopt.
eil, submitted to the people?

A. No,vir; they were not submitted. 1
have no besitation, however, in eX prrosaing
the opinfon that sinetunths of the peaple
waonld bave voted for thew [ the constitution
hud Beed submitted. That is bat an epinion.
1 bewrd no dissent nt sll in the Htate. | was
thore all the thoe [ ot home bofore the
convontion sdjourncd. Tt tate constito-
Lo, we mady ]l;y the convention, would have
boon rutiiod slinost without opposition. 1t
would pave been ratificd wew. con. if it had
heen subimitted, This, at lenst, s wy opinion,

. What was the voting population of
your State in 1660 1

A. Bomething upwanls of a hundeed thou-
sand,

tration here was suceesslul in mabntsining
the ides upon which war was procluimed and
waged, and the only view in which they sap.
pored it could be justified at wll—vhen that
wis aocomplished, | say, the people of Geor-
gin wupposed their State was iomediately en-
titded to nll ber rights mnler the Constlig-
tlon,  That is my opinion of the sentiment
of the prople of Georgia, and 1 do not think
they mmlu‘l be willing to do snything furthe
ws 0 cunlitlon precedent to thelr belug por.
mittod 1o enjoy the full missure of their con.
stitutionn) righte. T only give my oplaion of
the sentiment of the people at this time.
They expeoted ax soon ws the Coofed-
erate canae was ahandoned thut immediately
the States wonld he brought back Into their
practical relations with thy Governmont us
weviouly constituted. Thut s what they
qukml to. They expectod that the Btate
wonld ir|mu'-1||.n|.-‘!.' haye thuir ropresoninhives
in the Senste and o the House, und they ex-
peoted in good fuith, s loyal meu, as the
term i frequontly used—1 mean by it loyal
Lo law, order and the Constitution——to sup-
"rnrl the Govermmuent under the Constitution
st wis their Teoling.  They did what they
did, belleving it was beat for the protection
of constitutional lberty,
Townrd the Copatitntion of the United

Hintes, na they construed it the groat mass

prog their oarnest desiro
and expectation was to allow the pust
sraggle lnmentable us it was in it resolts,
to pmz?v and to eoaperate with the true
frienda of the Constitution, with those of wll
sections who enmestly desire the preserva.
tion of constitutional liberty and the perpet-
uation of the Government in ite purity? 'H::
hrve been  little disappginted in  this, an
are ko now, They are patiently walting,
however, and believing that w the pus
wlons of the hoar have passed awny this de-
Iny in restorstion  will cense. ey think
tliey have done everything that was essential
iy rmper. nnd my judgment s, that they
wonld not be willing toﬁn anything furiher
oo condition procedent. They wonld simn.
ply romain quict and pasive,

4. Does your own judgment approve the
view you have given as the opinion of the
people of the State

A, My own judgment is very docided
that the guestion of sulfrage is one that be
longsunder the Constitution—and wisuly ko,
ton—to the Hiates respoctively and exclu-
sively.

Q. It is your opinion that neither of the
altermatives mq'gnt«d in the question onght
to be neceptod by the people of Georgis?

A. My own opinion E: that these terms
onght not 1o be offered aa conditiona prece.
dent, In other words, my opinion is that it
would bo best for the peace, harmiony and
prosperity of the whole country that there
sionld be an immediate restoration—an fm-
medinte bringing back of the States into
their original practical relations—and let all
these quenstions then be dipcwsscd in common
couneil. Thenfithe representatives from the
Houth could be heard, wud you and wll eould
Jndge wuch better of the: tone and temper of
the poople than you could from the oplnions
given by sny individuale, You may take
my opinion or the opinion of kny individual,
bt they will not enable you to fudgv of the
corilition of the Btate of Goorgin so woll s
far ber swm ropresentatives to be heard in
your hwmble councils in her own behalf, My
Jodgment, therefore, is very decided that it
would have been better, s poon as the |s-
mentable conflict was over, when the people
of the SBouth abandonod their cowse and
agreed to svcept the ssue—desiring, as they
do, to resume their places for the Mture in
the Union, und to look to the halla of Con-
gress and the courts far the protection of
their] rights in the Union—it would have
boen hettor to have allowed thit result to fol-
low, wwler the policy adapted by the Ad.
minlstration, than te delay it or binder it by
propoitions to amewd the Constitution in
respect to soffrage or any other new matter.
I think the people of all the southern
Staten would, in the halls of Congresd, dis
ongs these questions ealmly and deliberately ;
und if they did not show that the views they
entertained were just und proper, such s o
control the judgment of the people of the
other sections snd States, they wonld quietly,
patiently. and pn!riuhtnlly yield 1o whatever
should be constitutionally determined in
pnon councl.  But 1 think they feel very
scrgitively the offer to them of propositions
to wecept, while they are denied all voice in
the common eouneil of the Union ander the
Uotstitution in the discussion of these propo-
sitions. I think they feel very sensitively
that they are denied l{e right to be ’thhﬂi.
And while, as T have said, the might differ
among themselves in many points in regurd
to snffrage, they wonld not diffor upon the
Hnt»nunn of doing anything forther us a con-

ition precedeont to restoration,  And in re
spect to the alternate conditions to be so pre-
sonted, I do not think they would accopt the
e or the other. My individusl genersl
vhows s to the pfﬂ{ﬂ'l course to ba pursied
in respect to the colored psople are expressed
in w wpeoch made before the Georgin l’a'gi.-'[u-
ture, referrod to in my letter to Senator
Stewarl ; Yhat was the proper forum, as |
eonceive, in which to disonsa this subjoct.
And 1 think » great deal depends in the ad.
vancement of civilisation and progress, look-
ing ta the bonefit of all classes, that these
guestions should be cousidured und kept bo-
ore the proper forum.

Q. Buppose the States that are mpresentol
In Congress and Congress itsell should be of
the opinion that Georgis should not be per-
mitted to tnkn ite place in the Government
of the conntry escopt upon its asseut (o one
ur the other of the two propositions sug-
gontod 7 in it then your opinion that under
snchelrmmmatances Georghs ought to decline

Witnesi. You mean the States now repre.
wentod, mnd those only ¥

Mr, Boutwell, Yew

Wituess, You mean by Copgress, Cou-
griEs un it s now coustituted, with the other
eleven Statos excladed ¥

Mr, Boutwell. 1 do.

Witness. ‘And you mean the same altarna-
tive propositions 1o be applied to all the
vloven States as conditions precedent to thelr
restoration '

Me. Boutwell 1 do.

A, Then 1 think she ought to decling wn-
dier the girentnstances, amd for the reasons
stated; aud so ought the whole elever
Shonld such an offer b made and declined,
and these States should thus vontinoe to be
exclnded and kept out, o singular spectucle
would be presentod.  In 16801 these States
thought they conld not remain safely in the
Union withont new  guarantecs; aml now,
whon they sgree to resmme  thoelr forer
Ilrm'!icnl relations in the Union, under the

fonstitation e it s, the other Statos tum
apon them, and say they cannot permit them
tor Ao wo. safely to their interest, without new
guaraniees oo their pert. The Southern
Stuten would thus prescut theiuselves s will-
ing for innaediate Union ander the Consti-
tutton, while it would be the Narthern States
opposed to it The former disunlonhsts wonhl
thirvby bocome Unionlute, und the Turmer
Ualonivts the practical disunlonists

Q. Do you mean to be noderstond in your
list woswer thnt thore is oo comstitational
power in the Government, as s H
gnuizel, to exact comlitions prece
reatoration of political power of the eleven
Sintes that huve hoen in rebellion 1

A Yes, slr, Thot is iy upinlen.

¢ Do you entertain the sme ofitnion in
refvrvnce 1o the wneadment to the Coapstitn
tlun abiolishing slavery ?

A1 do. | think the Siates, howevir,
aholihed slavery in goos faith, as one of the
resnlts of the war.  Thelr ratifieation of the
popstitationn] mmendment followed as o con-
srgguenee. 1 do not think thore s soy con-
stitutional power on the part of the Govern.
ment o bave oxacted it ws b oopdition pre.

by the President in the of Senators
and Hepresentatives from the eleven Htates t

A. 1 do not know what partienlar lsw
refer to; butl my answer, generally, is, that
the validity of all laws depends on, thelr con-
stitutionality, That is & question for the
judiciary to determine. My own judgment,
whatever it ml;.ht be, would have to conform
to the judicial determi of the t
It in a_question for the courts to determine.
. Have you formed any opinlon upen
that question ¥ 3

Q. I cannot say that [ have formed amy
matared opinion in reference to any particu.
lar net of Congress embracod In the question,

Q. Assume that Oo shall in this ses
sion, in the almonce of Benators and Repre.
sentatives from the oloven States, pass an act
levying taxes upon all the people of the Uni-
ted States, including the eloven; s it your

pinfon thut such an act would bo constitu.
tional?

A. 1 whould doubt if it wonld be. 1t would
cortuinly, in my opinion, be manifestly un-
Juat, I-N{ ngninst wll ldeas of A i ref-

A. My convigtions on the abatract
question have und 0 no o y bat T
aceopt the inmes of the war and the result as
a]ﬂ;&ﬂnduﬂlmmtnflht The
aword was to to decide the
and by ﬂm.ﬁzh‘lm of the sword Im
ing to abide,

e —
PRESENTATION OF A FLAG TO THE
TREARURY DEPARTHMENT.

The Flret Unlon Flag flaised by the Obtle
zems of Loulsans After Lhe Arvival of
the United Blatas Flast at Now Ovisans,
Under the Gall dore FParrag
The Unlon Assoslation of New Orlenss hald their
Iruan--uﬂqalhtll.z on the 3d of
:uq Illl,udm*l:i l:l“llﬂm
lowing Haturday, o'slosk m.
Amocistivn was suthorieed

resentative government, s constitutional
ity would, howwvor, be a question for the ju.
diciary to decide, and I should be willing 1o
ublde P' that decinion, whateger it might e

Q. I the cleven Btates have at present an
Iminediate constitutional right to be repre.
sented in Congress on a Tooling with the
Hitates at present representod, has that been
a continaons right from the formation of the
Government, or from tho time of the admis.
sion of the new States respectively, or has
it been interrupted by war?

A, T think, as the Congress of the United

d it consent o the withdrmwal of
the seceding States, it wusn continuous right
ander the Constitution of the United States,
to be exercited so soon wa the seceiling States
reapectively mude known their readiness to
resume thoir practical relstions with the Fed.
eral Government, nnder the Constitution of
the United States,  As the Genernl Govern.
ment denied the right of secession, I do not
think any of tho Hiates atlempting to exer-
wisn (b thereby lost any of thelr rights under
the Constitution, as Stales, when thelr people
abandoned that atiempt,

Q. Is It or mot your opinion that the Legis-
Istures und people of the eleven States, re-
spectively, bave at present such n right to
eleot Benators and Represcntutives to Con-
gress; that it may beexercised withont regard §
to the part which persons elected may have
hadd in the rebellion?

A. 1 do not think they could exercise that
right in the choice of their Benstors and
members o a8 to impair in the alightest do-

ree Lhe eonstitutional right of eoch house
K]r itsell to judge of the gualifications of
those who might be chosen. The right of
the vonstitutional electors of a State to
choose, and the right of each house of Come
grem to judge of the qualifications of those
elected to the respective badies, are very dis
inct wad different questions.  And in thus
Judging of qualifications, T am froe to adinit
that in my opinivn no one should be ad-
wdtted as 6 member of either house of Con-

Illlfuu he aad
1 ) » -

b i M“w‘ wors roseived by Sourty
every wembor of eommities, six or seven wers

iuthmidated and did pot serve, but the
iwonty-seven, whose names are ::I-ud on the blus
fiehl of the apcended to the top of the Clt
Haull and b tho glorioas ald flag as Ibodn;
struck 13 m , amidet the cheers of hundreds of

Erary ber of that ftten " haa proved
truly loyal te the United Bisbes Govarnment; ser-
eral joined the Uniu‘ﬂm.-url:‘vudurlﬂ faith-
fully; sthers have boon compelled to leave Now Or-
lonus bacause they wers unable to obtain_amploy-
wanl sufaisnt 1o support their familiss. Those re-

ing have the org of the
e h‘ .anddndl, .‘ 4 ‘wmath to
mshipngton Lo . aa
of the 4 umﬂltm-d “‘;:l‘:ﬂ Butler to
deslgnale some suitable pl.u:?oc I deposis.
LETTER OF THE YLAD CONNITYRR.

Nggw Unpsaws, La Peb. I8, 18
Wao, the undervignod, oltl of Loulsl mem-
bers of the voluntesr committes who holeted the
United Btates flag over the Oity Hall st New Or.
lonas, June the Tib, 1562, twelre o'elock m, do
bereby suthoriss Dr. James Heady to carry sald
fng to. Wanhi elty, to present the ssms to
Major Genernl B, F. Dotler, and to request hlm, in
behatf of the committes, 1o deposit sald :Ar' in
some paitable plage amonget the archives of this
o‘;‘."'“‘- plessurs | mmandl
'® luriher taks greal e la reoo) g
Dr James Resdy s an bonorable sud trastworthy
geotlsman, abd k for him the highest com-
Lation for having Dalthiull r“‘.“tK:
inetod said Hag from the time of ita removal
the C‘ll; Hall to the present
. nEo. Mungn,
Binupy (. Baowsn,
B I Cmanwick,
Bomon Pasaw,

Tuon. Lywwe,
Jawns Kunwars,
Hasny Bannwrry,

Jos. P, Menenr,
H. Hepmiaums,

Lovis Fu,
Tuosas J. Eamnasr.
1. L. Daows, Secretary of Committes.
LETTED FRON GENNNAL BUTLEA,
Wasmiweras Ciry, Mareh 25, 1804,
My Dean Son: I sm obliged to the gentlemen of
the Comwmities of the Univm Amsocintion of New
Orfenns, that they have saked my sdvice as to the
disposition of the fag which was Arvt raised by
them over the Uity Hall after the secession of the
Ftate

gress who in not really and traly loyal to the
Constitation of the United States and to the
Government established by it

Q. Stute whether, from your observation,
the events of the wur have prodnced any
change in the Fululi«. wmind of the Bouth upon
the question of the reserved righta of the
Mntes under the Constitution of the United
Hiates?

A. That guestion 1 answered in part yes
terdny.  While I cannet state from persotl
lm:m-i’nl e 1o what exteas the opinions of
the Southern States apon the abstract ques
tion of the reserved rights of the Stutes may
have changed, my decided opinion is (hat &
very thorough change bas taken place upon
the pm.lu-af poliey of resorting to sny such
right.

gq. What events or experience of the war
have contributed to this change ¥

A. First, the people are satlficd that a re-
wort to the exercise of this right, while it s
dvnbnd by the Pederal Government, will lead |
to war, which many thonght befure the lite |
attempted secession wonld not be the cose,
unad obvil wiurs they sre also now very well

1have s u'? liraly rewembranos of the ineldent.
The true Union mn“rlw together, formed
» nuelous arsund which the sentiment of loyalty to
the Union might oluster, making s germ whish,
hud (t boss wisely and properly nurtared and oured
fur, wold ers this have ripsued into s truly loyad
Hintw

That |t has ot boen so has not been the faalt of
yourself or assovistes. It ie the wiafortune of the

ntry.
Aw the firet ssorilegions hand wap lald apon the
fag in Lhe Ravenus service of the 'E'nirh_d St-ll.r. at

the opening of the 1 n L re

d that your intion deliver to the Rev-
wnue t of the Treasury the eustody of
thin flag, the et fraits of returning fealty o the

Unles o Loulslaos.
T eannot doubs that the gift wiil be fully sppre-
clated and propariy esred fur in that departmont.
Thanking you for your complimentary courtery,
I am, vary truly, your friend and servant,
Baxs. F. Buroan,

| Dovtor Janes Reany, chalrman of sommittes, who

voluntesred Lo hoiel the first Unlon flag over the
Ciry Hwll, Now Otloans, June 7, 1662,
LETTER (iFf NN RBADY.
Wanminuyes Orew, B O, April L 18
Dnin Sin: In belialf of the voluntesr Ia [T
mitten of the Unlon Assoristion of New ",
and in socordance with the Wind tlons of
Gepneal I ¥, Butler 1n o Ietter to e March

natisfied are dangerons to liberty; and more-
over, their experence’ in the late war, |
think, satisfied them thet it greatly endan-
gered their own, 1 allude especially to the |
susponsion of the writ of habeas corpus, the
military conseriptions, the proclamations of |
wartind law o various I!]!I'l'l, general .
pressments, and tho levying of forced con. |
tritmtions, as woll as the very demoralising |
effects of war generully.

). Whon were you lsst o member of the
Civaggross of the United States ! |

Ao 1 went out on the 4th of March, 1859, |

Q2. Will you wtste, if not indisposed to do
w0, the convidirations of opinions which lid |
you to identify yourself with the rebellion #o |
fur aw to aceopt the offies of Vice President
of the Confederate States of Amotics, so
culled ¥

A T believe thoroughly in the reserved
sovereignty of the several Suwtes of the |
Unlon nuder the compact of Union or Con
stitution of 1787, 1 apposed seceasion, therr- |
fore, as a quention of policy, snd not one of
right un |I]w purt of Georgla. When the
State seceded againn my judpment and vote,
I thonght my ultimate allegiance was (ue 1o
her, and | prefeered to cast my fortunes uod
dentities with hors wnd her poople, rather than
to take any other course, cven though it
might lead to my secrifice sud ber ruin, o |
wecepling position under the new order of |
things, my sole abject was to do all the govod
I eould in preserving and pﬂ;u-hmtilm the
principles of libeety, sy entablished wudor the
Constitution of the United States, 17 the
Unidog wan to bo abapdined, either with or |
without foree—which 1 thought & very im:
politic measure—1 wishod, Il pomsible, 1o
rescne, presceve, npd perpetuate the prinel-
ples of the Constitution.  This, | was not
without hope, might be done in the new éon-
federacy of States formed
Whien the conltict wrope my efforts were
directed to an speedy amd pescefnl an ad |
Justaent of the questions as possible, 'l'hlli
ndjustment 1 alwayw 1I|nurl.| o bie lasting, |
wottld have ultimately 16 be settied apon a |
continental bisis, ounded upon the princi. |
plen of wutnal convenienes and reciprocal
mlvantage on the part of the States, on which
the Constitution of the United Blates was
originally formed.  T'wud wedded to no par. |
thenlar 51?.!!1 of adjustinent, except the recog. |
nithon, ue u hingis, of the sepamie soverclgnty |
ol the severnl Htates.  With this recogmized
as i principle, 1 thonght all other questions |
of dilference would soon mljuu.t themssives,
acoording 1o the best interests, ponee, wellare,
ol prowperity of the whole country, wn en
Hirhtoned rewson, calm judg 1.1.::;3 & M
af justieo might dirvot.  This docteine of the
sovereigmty of the several Htates 1 roganded
ut w pelladjasting. regalating principle of
our American system of State governmoenty,

codont to thelr réstoration winder the Conseti

tathon, or to the resumptivn of their plucts ws |

* of our people were us much devoted in their wombers of the Union,

| extendiug, possfbly, over the continent

. Have your opinjons  andergone sny
change slncw the opening of the rebullion in

25, 16868, herewith snclosed, [ Iu{ leave Lo presant
to the Treasury Dlrﬂmht the United Btatles flug
which was holsted by sald flag committes over the

| Cley HMall of New chnnl on the Tih day of June,

I86l, st 13 e'clock @, bolisved to be the first
Unlon fiag raised by the citisens in wny of the re.
belllous Btstes after the commencemont of hostdli-

tier

Hoping yvu will sccepl it asa Oiling present
from » Juyal and faithful band of patriots, and that
i may be falibfully preserved amonget tha archives
of wur baloved Gevernment, | remsaln yours, with
Ereal respent, Jawms Reanr.
Hen, Moin McCoiiorn, Seerntary U. B, Treasury.

HEPLY OF AE{ RETARY W'CULLOCH.
Tusasiny DEFARTHENY ril 5, 1880
e Your favorof the 20 instant, with
the ecompanying fag, han boen recoived

1 usderstand, from your letter, and the lettor of
tienersl B, F. Butier addressed o you on the 34th
wit, that, as “'the first saoriloglons hand was laid
wprn the national fag in the revenue service of the
United Sistes ut Lhe opening of the rebslllon in
Louisians, ' the Assoclation of which you ste the
chiirman have dvomed [t proper o pressot to the
Hearetnry of the Treasury, who s st the head of
the Revenun Dopartment of ihe Uevernmant, the
first Unlon Nag bolsted over the City Hall in New
Cirlenus after the atiampted secession of that Blats,
apd supposed 1o be the At Unlom dag ralend by
the eitisum of sny one of the Biates recontly i re-
Leltion siter the somwencement of hostilities

Ta all troe eitisess of the United Stales the stare
anid stripes are always wn object of affectionata in.
t wld pride. They are nasecluted with much
th dear wnd hoporable io thenm & & mplc.
wuil are mow d.;ruhly‘ II"”JI.}"I' they bave e
wgnin the flag of the entire Uninn

¥ ¥hen nh:'bg now presenied 1o the Treasury
Department was Aret ralsed in the Cressent Cllf.
unothor fing had bewn snbatitatod for the old one in
cloven States of tho Hepublie, Hueaph whare (L
foated ui the fow paints hald by the Government
farees ur at the besd of the Unlon solumns, oo man
dared opeoly 1o noknowledge fealiy to It through-
wut o large partion of the ustinosl domaln. The
ralsing of this flag was the rt public preclams-
Ui of returning loysity in the State of Loulsinna.
When I was for the firt time publicly aafilded,
the forertiment wia onguged (o stroggle wilh »
pigantis veballion, tha frst slective hiow against
which was glven in the eapture of Now Orleans,
fullowing the moet brillisst naral seblovemont upon
reaord.

The great rebelilon has vow besn erushed; the
oational banoer has been apraiesd again through
wut the leogih sad breadth of the and.  May we
oot indulge ihe bopa that 1t will soen be honured
and loved s of yore, oven by thise whe madly at-
tempted to diabotior It, and Hual ever & pevple ual.
tad in rympathy nm:fn-l.l filuwabip as they 1must
b It Govermment and destivy.

Return, my dear sir, (o the seveciation you repee-
sent, my slucers thauks for presenting 1kis fag to
the Tressury Departmeni 1 will be carslully pre-
served ap o tiwmonts of the grat triad threugh
which the native has safely honurabily pasesd,
awd of the luyalty of the gallant Hithe band who
firet gave it o the bremss. 1L will be prossrved,
not na & remindar of the trlumph of one metion of
the ectnitry over snother, bat of the Upien over
flaie who stiempled to dlomember ol of & vie-
i1y of the North ever the Bouth, but of Covstita.
thonal liberty snd republiosn institations o the
gieat atruggle of the Usvernment for the maln-
tenanee of bulh.

1 am, very Gruly, yours,

0. McOviwoom,
Beatraiary of the Treasmry.
To Jawns Beaoy, Washington, D. €,

.




