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Tze last Legisiature of Pennsylvania
succeeded in so befogging the laws of that
Commonwealth that it has been & debatable
question swong lawyers for a year past
whether Good Friday is a legal holiday.
The Attorney General has at last come 1o
the relief, and decided the question in the
affirmative.

Tae mayor of Philadelphia last night ap-
proved the ordinance, passed by both
Lranches of Lhe city council, appropriating
en additional million dollars to the Centen-
nial celebration in 1576, and a certified copy
of the ordinsnce will be preseated to-day to
Congress.  The enthusiasm manifested upon
the passags of Lhe appropriation exhibits
the patriotic earnestness of the people of
Philadelphia in the great enterprise com-
mitled to their imnediate care by Congress.

PIILADELFPHIA AND THE CEN-
TENXNIAL.

thing magnificent in the

auia stands by the Inter-
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1876. Yesterday the city councils of Phil-
adelphia, by a unMhimous vote, appro-
printed $1.000,000 to the Cenlennial, in ad-

dition to 300,000 voted betore, and also in
a-ldition to £1,475,000 from the people them-
ia exclusive of §1,000,000

]

gelves. This
from the Legislature, and an additional
#1,000,000 now in process of subscription
from the people of the eity, to which may
be added further subscriptions from the in-
terior of the State and from the horse rail-

roads. This great Commeonwealth does
not, therefore, come to Congress us s peti-
tioner. She offers more than two thirds of
the money hersel! inactual subscriptionsand

bdona fide appropriations, and oaly ssks the
Government to keep its pledged faith, and
nothing more. The word of the nation
has been pledged. Her invitations to the
world have been offcred ard accepted.
Pennsylvania s at the fore, and with her
generous and open hand assumes nearly
all the burdens, depending simply upon the
mition to make good her bonds, which have
uever before been violated, snd will not be
violated now.

THE PRESIDENT AND HIS VOL-
UNTARY ADVISERS.

President Grant is distinguished quite as
much for his sagncity in the selection of
the right men at the proper time for execu-
tion of specific duties as for his correct

judgment =s to the best course to pursue in
important public cxigeneies. Endowed
with a large share of good commeon sense,
be is also intuitively a judge of men.
Henoe it is that ho rarely sceks advice from
the metropolitan press or pins his faith
upon the dictom of any of the thousand
and one voluntary sdvisers, some of whom
bave traveled hundreds ol miles to instruct
him upon the principles of finance and the
intricacies of a rellable circulating medium.
With a full sense of the grave responsibili-
ties attaching to the high office in which an
admiring and confiding people have twica
placed him, girded with that firm self-
relisnce which is always the result of va-
ried and arduous duties, he has applied
bimsell assiduously to the study of the sci-
ence of government as illustrated by expe-
rience and practical observation.

Dariog the war he was noted for the at-
tention with wilich be listened tw the
-opinions «f his generals quite as moch as
ke was for pursuing quictly snd unnstenta-
tiously the dictates of his owa elear judg-
ment in the end. The results then vindi-
cated the clearnesa of his vision and the
correctness of his conclusiops. But no
parade was ever made in his reports of the
triumph of his policy or the exposure of the
differences which had arisen in his councils.
Firmly grounded inthe rectitude of hisown
intentions, he boldly sssumed the responsi-
bilities, and superb in his magnanimity, he
never taunted his subordinates with re.
minders of the adverse counsels which they
had tendered. The consequence is that
few, if any, who servaed with him ina cs-
pacity which accorded them o personal ac-
quaintance, have ever deserted nis fortunes
or accused him of any lack of honor, in-
tegrity or patriotism, while most of them
esteem him as one of the wisest and most
prudent of counselors,

These war velerans, many of whom ere
now in the councils of the nation, no less
than those statesmen who during the last
cight years' associstion with Gen. Gmant
st the pational capital, both in his capacity
of (Genersl of the Army and President, are
greatly amused at the patronizing air with
which the youthful Rothschild of the New
York Herald first advises the President to
veto o financial measure which has not yet
passed, and secondly attempta to bully him
into it by threatening him with another
civil war. It would be very unlike the
President to be infiuenced in either direc-

That journal then boasted of driving Deniel
Webster and others from the Cabinet of Mr.
Tyler by exposing Cabinet secrets obtained
from Robert Tyler, the son and private sec-
retary of the President. The Herald cor-
respondent of that day, Mr. Nat. Parmeles,
asserted that he slept with Bob Tyler, and
through him instigated the vetoes.

The “son of his father,'” who now wields
the baton in the Herald building, doubtless
dreams of disintegrating the Republican
party in & manner similar to that in which
the Clsy-Whig party of 1843 was slightly
dismembered by the machinations of his

Baut as there was only a corporal’s
guard of six—Oaleb Cushing snd Henry A.
‘Wise being two of the number—detached
by the herculean efforts of the Heraid then,
and s the relative power of that journal
now in the political world is far less than it
waa ot that time, there is but slight pros-
pect for the gratification of its ambition
in this respect. The increased dissemina-
tion of political intelligence among the peo-
ple since that date, in which the Herald
has been one of the most active and power-
ful agents, has educsted them beyond the
dkuger of sudden change of political faith
without cause, N "

The Republican party are proud of the
firmness and wisdom of their President,
and they believe that be has to-day a strenger
hold upon the affections of the people than
he ever bad before. They honor him as
much for his manly independence of
thought and action as for his unswerving
devotion to the vital priociples of the Re-
publican faith. And they know that while
he may very nearly agree with the financial
theories advocsted by the Herald to-dsy,
and have full confidence that he will not
change without what may seemn to him
good and wise reasons, they are just as fully
aware that there is mo probable certainty
thatthe Herald will adhere to the same views
longer than the next change of wind. The
President who should attempt to follow the
sinuosities of the Herald's devious course,
or be guided by its Quixotic teachings,
would full soon be lost amid the mazes of
the no-party platform, without friends, fol-
lowers, party, or votes. Such an one is not
General Grant. He lhas been too long
sccustomed to interpret the will of the
people for himself to accept at this late day
the voluntary solution of the Herald in-
stead. Neither does he consider that ali
the interests of the people centre in the
moneyed corporations of Wall street, but
deems it his duty, as well as high privilege,
to stand as the guardian of the rights and
best interests of the whole people in every
quarter and section of the country.

ANOTHER BAD HAUL.

The memorialists met with most unfs-
vorable success yesterday om every hand.
Evory witness called, from Samuel Strong
to Riley A. Shinn, failed to assist them in
establishing their charges. Mr. Dan. Con-
nolly showed that board prices were
chesper than those paid under the old
corporation, Mr. Wm. E. Nott, contract
clerk, explained fully and clearly the man-
ner of execating contracts and filing the
necessary bonds. The evidence of Mr.
Linville fully corroborated that of Mr.
John O. Evans.

In short, the memorialists seemed bafled
and dissppointed at every turn.  The mem-
bers of the committes were also apparestly
fatigued with thelr prolonged and repeated
cfforts to obtain s single grain of wheat
from so much chaff. Even the indefatiga-
ble Judge Wilson deserted the room before
the session closed. Benstor Thurmen did
not make his appcarance, The counsel for
the memorialists seemed dispirited, and the
correspondents of the Sun and Tribune
looked chapfalien. Senator Allison sevenal
times intimated to counsel that the commit-
tee could not afford to spend their time in
sveh & trifling manner. It is about time
that the drag-net were hanzed up to dry.

CHEERFUL CHARITY.

The alacrity with which the people of

Washington are springing to our assistance
in the charity movement does them infinite
credit. When we first entered upon the
task in hand we expressed the belief that
the people, when once apprised of the needs
of the charitable institutions in our midst,
would join hearts and hands to push on the
work. The result proves that we were not
mistaken, for from every quarter come
offers of assistance and words of encourage-
ment that prove how deeply the bheart of
the public has been touched.
In snother column will be found an sc-
count of the progress of the charity move-
ment, and & perusal of which will convince
our readers that the proposed entertsin-
ments promise to be not only numerous, but
eminently successful. Both the theatres
and the two principal halls have been
grataitously offered, and Mr. Ford, at least,
is creditably actlive in arranging oae, if not
two, grand performances, the entire pro-
ceeds of which shall be devoted to the
charity fund. To day we publish the propo-
gition of the Joe Jeflerson Dramatic
Club to give an entertsinment, with the
same purpose in view, ns well as an in-
terview with the president of a leading
colored organization of s similar nature,
the members of which are likewise imbued
with the enthusissm of the hour. There is
no doubt that the popularity of these clubs
would fill the largest hall in the city when-
ever eithier shall arrange to give a perform-
ance, and we confidently believe that sev-
eral bundred dollars will be added to the
charity fand through their generous and
noble efforts in the good cause.

Burely there is sbundant reason for con-
gratulation in these evidences of success for
the forthcoming entertainment. 'With at-
tpactiye perfyrmances st the theatres, with
the efforts of the amateurs at the halls, und
with the enthusiastic public eager to give
each overflowing patronage, there is every

Let the workers in the good cause push on
in their eflorts to carry the excitement to &
magnificent climax, and not only ennoble
their lives in this world, but help to eamn s
place in that bright land where all is love.

GETTING VERY BICK.

The signs of weakness which have been
exhibited by the memorialists for some
days past were most painfully increased
yesterday as one after another of thelr wit-
nesses loft the stand without establishing s
single point in their numerous charges and

tion from what he deems to be the line of | “interest of any kind whatever.

his duty by such arguments as these. His
army friends especislly are of the opinfon
that the editor of the Herald has studied
the chamacter of Gen. Grant to little par-
pose ifhe imagines that he will “‘scare worth
acent’”” In mattersol public policy snd
duty intmidation and flattery are alike
thrown away upon hLim. His chart of
guidance & the Constitution and the laws
of Congress &s he understands them, and
the will of the people as expresed through
their representatives.

The Herald mukes s grest displsy of
quoting the vetoes of the United Biates
bank by John Tyler, through whom it
claimed to have Tylerized the administra-
tion of President Harrison after his desth,

reason to be hopeful of a glorious result. equipage
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fation, made with all the majesty of truth
sod emphasis of righteous indignation st
the foul [nsinuations and insidious surmiscs
and prophecies of evil that have beea circu-
lated broadcast concerning him since this
inquiry commenced, carried conviction to
every mind present, not excepting those of}
the opposing counsel

e e
BEAUREGARD'S LETTER.

‘We publish in another column Gen. Besu-
regard's letter in reply toone from Gen.
Hebert, published in this paper aboat two
weeks' Hebert's letter being in
reply to s letter addressed by Gen. Beaure-

sce any poiot in Gen. Beauregard's letter
which merits public sttention. It is a mat-
ter of but small consequence whether the
QGeneral sought the oftice of mayor or ad-
ministrator of public improvements, or

sought him. His letter is silent on the
great and important questions which affect
the present and future welfare of Louisi-
ana, and does not in any way controvert
any point in the position taken by Gen.
Hebert in regard to what is best under the
present stats of sffairs for the future wel-
fare and prospects of Loulsiana.

As to the charge made by Gov. McEnery

Gov. Eellogg, accusing him of en-
deavoring to form s ring in New York to
further despoil the State, Gov. Kellogg, in
s card published in the New Orleans Pica-
yune, over his own signature, on the same
day that the telegraplic report of McEne-
ry’s charge reached New Orleans, denied
it most emphatically, branded itasa false-
hood, and challsnged the proof, which hss
never since been offered.

General Beauregard says: ** But should
““General Hebert ever offer himself as a
** candidate for the suffrage of Louisianians
“hereafler the country will well know
“from what class of our people he will
“draw his support.”’

We are not much In doubt as to the
“class " to which Gen. Beauregard refers—
the colored people. And in this Gen. Beau-
regard but justly concedes the honor to
Gov. Hebert of receiving the support of that
“cluss, "’ especially so when it is remembered
that Gen. Beauregard was recently & con.
spicnouns and honored leader of the organi-
zation known as the “Unification party.”

FAST DRIVING ON THE AVENUE.
In our local columns lately we have re-
corded a number of sccidents, the result of4
fast driving on the Aveoue. No excuse
can be offered in palliation of the criminal
carclessness of drivers who thus violate the
laws of the District and recklessly jeopar-
dize homan life and limb. It is true a great
templation is presented by smooth pave-
ments to speed blooded horses, but the
most promineat thoroughfare in the city is
not the place for the exhibition of such ex-
citing pleasures. In the capitals of Europe
the pleasure drives, like our avenues, within
the city limits, are placed under the careful
supervision of watchful police, and in New
York, as weil as in other American cities,
mounted officers are stationed ot requisite
points for the sole purpose of repressing the
American Jehu proclivities from such a de-
velopment as to endanger the safety of pe-
destrians or other individoal members of
the community. The famous drives Under
den Linden and through the Champs de
Elysees are thus rendered delightfully at.
tractive and perfectly safe to all who seck
to enjoy their pleasures. The custom of

result of this supervision, almost invariably
results in the formation of lines
moving vehicles, one column passing on
cither side "of the center of the drive, all
going at & moderate rate, sbout five miles
an hour, and enabling their occupants to
recognize, salute and return the salutations
of friends and scquaintances. The scene
presented by this constantly changing vari-
ety of equipage, countermarching, to use a
military phirase, past each other, is not only
s pleasant sight, but insures the most pleas-
urable attraction of casual social recogni-
tion, as well as the safe enjoyment of health-
giving exercise in the open air. Our great
Avenue is admirably calculated for sucha
display, and were it not for the fact that
each individual of the vast number of our
drivers seems to be imbued with s restless
discontent when he finds himsell in
the rear of some other vehicle, and pos-
sessed of an ambition to “*out-speed every
one else on the road,” the custom
to which we refer would soon
and almost imperceptibly assert jtself here
to the grstification of ordinary people and
the safety ofall. As itis, every lady, how-
ever mich she may excel asa whip, and
for that mstter those of the sterner sex who
are not possessed of ex confi-
dence in their ability to handle the ribbons,
are compelled to seek recreation when they
drive out on the less public streets. We
have numbers of drives and *smooth
reaches’ which might, under proper regula-
tion, be especislly devoted 1o the use of
high-steppers and fast-lrotters, where the
gay and exciting scenes of the Harlam road
might be indulged without danger to any-
thing except the necks of the reckless
drivers themselves; but within the city it-
self lot the laws be so enforced as to secure
the safety of invalids, women and children,
as well as the comfort and pleasure of all
classes.

Gex. Amos BeoEwrTH, who will be remom-
bered all over the country where thare are
any of the officers of the old Army of the
Potomac as having supplied them with thelr
provisions in the dark dsys of 1861-/82" and 'g3,
has been mssigned to duty in ihe office of the
Commissary Gesersl. In Apeil, 1861, upoa
the first arrival of troops from the North,

wnmhnrdtharorbothdlhmamru
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| The Chalrman. He can be called If dasired.
the testimony

.

gard to Gen. John B. Gordon. We fuil to posit made?

TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM ¥. NOTT.

William F. Nott sworn,

By the Chalrman, (at the of
eounsel for the memo ;) Q. Are you in
the e:ploy of the Board of Public Works, A.

r.
Q. What capacity? A. Contract clerk.

Q. What are your duties! A. My dutfes
nndu&bcburdw are to draw up contracts and to
su & execution by the conirastors

?ﬂwu y

A. The date of m as
, I was there as assis-
;ﬂm t.o A
d : .

Q. Heve you had supervision of the drawing

of theese contracts for work and material

ok s St D s i .

t were o, the ex of one or

::':‘, idhluhl mtd;en the murm Die-
rew, y sre all fn printed
for work on the street.

Q. Were these contracts drawn and signel at’
or about the time ther bear date, and (f any of
mﬁlﬂxﬁlmmmm A As
a gene| they were prompily signed. Tkept
no record of the date ni‘llahalr‘:g{:!u, but there
was & rule of the board which soon brought the
contractor to the office to sign the contract.
He could get no pay unless he got s statement
from me that the contract was signed and
bonded. The usual inquiry from the auditor's
office Is, Has such and such & contract been
signed and bonded! If not signed, the auditor
would, as s ruic—] can cnly siate what was
the rule in reference to my own office,

Q. State to the committee the method. A.
That was the method. I presume fn every case
he declined to pay unless the coniract was
sigped and bonded.

Q. Were those contractors genorally present
when drew this contract!? A, No, sir.

Q. At whoss onders were they deawn! At
the order of the board, when Lhe boxrd awanded
a contract to a particalar person! A, The rule
was to send them to me through the enginser's
office. Thedetalls were setiled in the eagineer’s
office, and then the matter referred to me for
the purpose of in the contract into these

nled forms. metimes a contractor would

present, clamo for his contract, but at
other times e would not be present. Bome-
times ho would not act until he wanted money,
and the rule of the board would u.-o:luge! him to
come to the coutract-room to sign bond on
the contract.

Q. Do you know of any contracts having
been executed recently! A. Certainly; the
list furnished you shows some that were only
two or three weeks old, and some not so old as
that, when the investigation was ordered.

Q. I mean dated back to a remote pariod?
A. No, sir; the report whish you have here and
from my office is a correct report.

The Chalrman. You state In one of your
charges, Mr. Olristy, that contracts have been
sigoed recenitly. Give me the pumber of those
contracts?

Witness, They may have been signed recently,
but none of them have becu dated back.

Mr. Merrick. Executed recently, independent
of their date if they have not been signed re-
cently?

A. Some of them were sizned recently.

The Chairmsn. Please refer to that charge,
Mr. Merrick. Icannot refertoit at the instant.

Mr. Christy. 1 desire to examine the witness

nerally, as you have done, and slso particu-
arly with relerence lo particular contracts.

e Chairman. That Is precisely what I de-
sire counsel to call my sttention to. They make
a charge that cortain contracts were sigoed. 1
want to call attention to these charges.

Mr. Merrick. It is the Afth charge, found on
page 580 of the current report, marked pars-

aph 5.

11':’ Chalrman. Jast Interrorate him in refl-
erence to those particular comtizuets, i you
y» Mr. Merrick.

Mr. Merrick. Do you know sovihing about a
contractk made with Wiillams & Co. for Tiber
creek sewer!? When was that contract signed?

The Witness, He has more than one.

Q. The countract made with him for work
which was done about nearly two years agol
A. You had better show me the eontract, sod I
can then give you a more definite answer,

Q. He had & large contract for the Tiber
creck sower, had he not? A. Yes, sir.

Q. Was not that contract signed inthe month
of February of the current yeari A. Let me
sev it, end | will give you a more definite an-
swer,

By Mr. Jewett: Q. Csanol you answer that!
A. {'u, sir, [ canooi; because he has several
contracts.

Q. The one Judre Merrick refers to?
No, sir; I t tell from Y.

The Chairman. I have sent for the con-
tract.

Mr. Jewett. It resms to me that the witness
ought to recollect about the contract,

The Witncse. Refer me to it bere in this
printed book, and perhaps I can remember
about ft.

Q. Jast go over those that are numbered on

59, A. Ithink [ know what Mr. Merilck
refers to; but I would rather see the contract
befere [ give my answer.

. Take contract 804.
Witneas., What [s the question!
Q. When was that contract executed by the
# A. Iocould sr.-'.‘.uﬁ;tvc s definite answer
to that; but my impression is, it was signed not
a very ion time subsequent to the other date,
It certainly was not sigued in the month of

February.
. Waa It sines the month of Decom-
ber! A. The date of It here fs May 22,

Q. I know the date. You have already statad
that the contracts bore the date of the time
when they wero entered into. A. No, sir; not
that; | did not state that.

Q. You stated in the i:‘:ul—. A. No,
sir; I steted that they the date of the
award—the date at which they camo to me,

Q. Then tho date ss apparent upon the face
of the contract 18 oo crilerion as to the tme
when the contract was algned! A. Not always,
b for the stated. There were two
or more classes of contractots. Some would be

A,
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Q. Had you todo w e s A,
sir ; every onder for materials was issusd

Any o

Q. You have no know t and no re-
collection that any of lmw'mmnm who
bad large contracts with she Board of Publle
Works ever thelr cootracts since the
com! of the present seasion of Con-
mﬂl A, lean only make snswer from the

t of my recoll and I have none.

@. You have mo recollection of them! A,
No, eir. I know they wers there, and they may
have more or less signed contracts.

Q. Did you not attest as a witnesa, sundry
contracts since this presens sassion of Congress
began? A, I know what I did do in reference
to that matter, and it has caused me a little
merriment. It is this: mine has been one of the
busiest offices under the board. At all times
there are from ten to twenty persons there, in
the oftice, clamoring either for material or con-
tracts. Sometimasthe elerk, In taking s sig-
nature which would, of course, be in my
presence by the conlractor, would lay it saide
for my signature, and & urenber of them have
been pagsed in that way. Thus witnesses and
attests were often made.
= Q. Y:tl: have attested & lmmr O‘Iz:;‘f.'.wmm'

nee L present session o s began
A. Yes, sir; s number of them have been or-
dered since the session .

Q. Were anyof them before the time
I e of! A. Icould not answer that ques-
tiom definitely, because I have nothing to de-
pend on but my memory.

Q. You all those contracts asa wit-
neas? A, Nearly all of them. All that I know
were &d [n my presence,

Q. Have you any rocollection of any of these
contracts being taken out of the office to be ex-
veuted by any member of the Board of Publle
Works since this session of Congress began,
and és y by Henry D. Cookel

The Witness. Taken oat to be signed by

D. Cooke? B .

Q. Yes, sir. A. Oh, now I comprehend e
I didn't uflldenhnd your question before. al:
tainly, they were sent Lo the Governor's office
for etgnature.

there
Y
from

A. Yos, ¢ir; some of
8. Signed by Henry D. Cooke! A. Yes, eir.

. Now, can you tell us any of those?
Six hundred and ninety-four is Dot even wit-
nessed by me, I notlce : 690 is. That was
signed before the session of Congresa.

Q. When was ¢ signed to the best of your
recollection! A. You can just Imagine my
dificulty, Mr. Merrick.

Q. All we want to
A. I bave no koowl
m:rqmﬁmry..

. Have you suy memory or impression as
to the time when that contract was executed—
623—the contract of Filbert! A. [ could not
fix as lo any contract.

Q- Give me the benefit of your Best Impres-
sion about I8, aa o when that contract wes ex-
cuted by yoursollf as a witness or by Mr
Cooke——. A. I know that a number wore
signed. I went with a number to Mr. Cooke,
but I could not fix the date.

Q. 1don't ask the precise date. I ask within
the limit of the present session of Congross.
A. If there had been any motive In doing is I
would have remembered of doing it.

5 . DOW &N as to
the material. A. But [ want to show you how
it is imposaible to ix It In my memory, from
the fact that it was a mere office routine work.

Q. You say you did carry s number of con-
tracts’ 0 Henry D. Cocke since
session of Congress for him to
thini there were, but Iwoald not state the fact
positively. It is very likely it was so. It was
& mere plece of office routine work.

By the Chairman: Q. Afier hie ceased to be
Governor? ~

The Witness. What {s the date of this?

By Mr. Merrick: Q. I ask If any were carried
to be al by Governor Cooke since the pres
ent on of Congress began?! A. I say that
1 thiok it quite possible it was so.

Q. Did you ean'{)thum yourselfl A. SBome.
I did not to Henry D. Cooke; I carried them to
the Governor's olfice.

Q. T were returned to you with the sis-
nature of Heory D. Cooke upon them! A.
Yes, alr.

Q. -Had they the signature of Heory D. Cooke
upon them before you carried them there! A,
Some had and some had not.

ng. Did some return with his signatare which
had not his stenature on thetm wheu they were
“mll:d A. The question I was Lrying to ix in
my mind—

o Chairman. I want to see if counscl ean.
not agree as to these contracts. What is the
claim of the District cnt!

Mr. Mattingly. I do not know what the clalm
is on Lhe other side.

Mr. Merrick. It is claimed on  ths other side
that & number of these contracts were signed
:ag the officers of the District government since

@ preseut session of Congress began, although
they profess to bear date and profess to have
been executed upon their face, s0 far as the
date represents it, a long time anterior to that.

The Chairman. Amd they give the number of
certain contractsl

Mr. Shellabarger. And stated thore were as
many more,

at s your knowledge.
i+ you would mot wan

y. Our snswer refers to that,

it o the paper, and to meet his -
ner, I%Joﬁ.llm'm Mr. Com
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Shepherd.
been exacuted; some contracts have been com-

oted.
Mr. Morrick. Have been signed by members
of the board!

Mr. Harrington. Yes, sir;
It was pot necessary, but
to do so to complete them. I

2

gument,

end the argument now. Not ouly were con-
tracts by Governor Cooke after he went
out of offlee, but after the order made by the
committee for the production of contracts.
Mr. Harrington. None st all.
Mr. Christy. Now, on that subject we desire
quirs of Mr, Nott.
I don’t think

to jn

The Witness. I know of none.
it was done as a matler of fact.

Mr. Harrington. I was present when Gover.
nor Coohh those; it uh.l anterior. Iam
willing to be qualified as to that.

’l‘!:eg Witness. I don't think there was a
elngle member of the board who signed subse-
qnemlz;

By the Chalrman: Q. You remember the cfr-
cumstance that such a direction was given to

Cooke for signing contracts!
A, Yes, oir

Q. Now, just stats whether or not any of
those contracts were sigoed after that time?
A. Itold you there were thirty or forty re-
malning over, but not & single important con-
tract among them all, I remember thst fact;
one of them you had the other day. It was
simply the exiension of contract , of Mr,
Samuel Strong.

Q. Did you receive at that time any instrue-
tion from the board In reference to the com-
pletion of those contracts! A. Nothing further
than to see them prgperly executed.

Q. And they were executed? A, Yes, sir.

Mr. Christy. I now desire to ask in
s particular contract, nml{. the
contract, which Is a subject of controversy.

Mr. Bass. When you reiurm to your offics
larly which of those
thirty or l'orlf contracts were! A. Ihave stated
that if Icounid find that lfttle memorandum
that I had, I would be able to do so. I will
mako another search for that, and if [ ean find
it, T ean doubtless give you the information.

q.hl"hvepum other way of ascertaining?
A. No, sir.
. I understand Mr. Nott to

o

Mr, h-
“;. that there wasonly one Im contract.

he Witness. Yes; that of Greggs. That
was 5o fault of either Lthe board or the con-
tractor that that wss not signed. It was

merely & difficulty about the terminus of the
line of sewer.

By Mr. Jewett: Q. I understand you to say,
Mr. Nott, that the rule was to mpli:
ment on a contract until it was executed?

That I understood to be the
It was followed up so far as
that that constantly keop the contractors, more
or lees, pretty well up to date.

Q. In this book which you placed Inm
hauds I find some 40 or 50 coviracts w
have been executed since the finst of Novem-
ber A. Yes, sir.

Q. I find that looking at them that nesrly
all of them were at the lime of their exscution
purtially exscuted. That {s, work had been
ydone. A. That Is a gquestion inre

of it is the report of the 5
pl;‘. The book wm you Mengh::e:;, hands
ehows that contract No, 955 was completed
when it was executed? A. Yes, sir.

Q. The entire work donel” A. Yes, sir.

Q. And the same fn regard to contract No.
001 —the entire work was donel A. Yes, sir.

Q. Contract No. 983, A. Yes, sir.

Q. The contract of Mr. Samuel Strong, No.
{5, seams 1o have been an important contrsct,
and that that enilre work was completed.
And g0 with regard to 067, 083, 900, 773, 075
with Samuel Strong, 976, 977, 979, 982, 085,
956, 057, that all those coutracts being, some of
them with Andrew Gleason, Evans, and other
parties, that the whole work was done when
these contracts were executed! A. That I
conld not testify to, because [ have no know-

'| ledge on the suhjeet.

Q. I am speaking of the memorandum Lhat
you have here in this book.

Mr, Mattingly., That &5 correct so farasl
know. What pago Is that, Mr. Jewett!

Mr. Jowett. It is a written book banded me
by the witness.
. 989, 990, 091,093, 994, 095,007, 000, 0233¢,
1,000, 1,608, 1,008, with numerous others.
ﬁ'hen these contracts were executed, the entire
work, it seems, had been dome. Now, if this
be true, when you siate that the ral rale
was that no monecy was to be until the
contracts wers executed, you "t intend this
committee to believe that that rule was all ob-
served! A, Ido intend to have this committee
believe that it was generally obeerved.

Q. With this memorandum pl.wadAmItha

. Iam

work of the two

it, T wish them to believe it. -
Q. Don't you belleve this book is trme! A.
I do.

book which you ha

commities

. Whether sre true or not, you have
ntﬂdnl A, Kl:,'{lr.

Mr, hu-mutgu.n bhas

mm the
hﬁanfth n s were executed
and after the completion of the work,
tha:lr.mu,nhmhlmmw
of the facts,
your

:{ Mr. Jewett: g. Does admission
that the > mmmp
wers
. €on-
numnu: these former
mads except ..-mi':""'m“"
on of the :
Mr. Jewett. But the seitlementa were made

on the measurements on these contracts where
the work appeared to have been entirely com-
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that fs executed.

Mr. Harrington. No, sir; I do mot think it
goes so far as that, It simply says that allcon-
tracts shall be in writing.

Mr. Stanton. The
act is section 37: “All contracts made by said
of Public Worka shall be in writing, and
shall be signed by the parties making the same,
and & copy thereof shall be filed lo Lhe office of
the of the Distriet.””

By Mr Christy: Q. 1 understand
that it was a part of your official
pare the contracts for signatures; sm I right?
A, Yes, sir.

Q. Did you, In sddition to that, prepare the
bouds that we find attached to Lhe contracts?
A. Yea, sir.

Q. Did you in all instances bonds
when you prepared the contracts! A. Inevery
T thiak, tiat Were prcpared by my prodootesce,

think, m T
which had no bonds o them. - © *

Q. When did your term of office begin! A,
On the 1st of January, 1572, But Inevery case,
50 far as I have examined them, the contractor
himself was sufficient, and the old bond car-
ried with it the extension.

Q. But you did prepars the bonds and
attach them to the contract! A. Idid. That
was part of my duty.

Q. No contract was executed without the se-
companying bonds! A. Nooe that | remember
of. It was my duty to do it.

Q. Is there any bond attached to the contract
of De Ganlier and MecClelland for laylog car-
ringeway on Pennsylvania avenue east, from
First street to S8eventh stroet! A. We have a
chattel-mortenge bond on that. i is in the of-
fiee of Col. Wm. A. Cook.

Q. Are there any other contracts that have
oo attar A. [ think yoo will find
pretty much all of C. E. Evans’ contracts are
without bonds attsched. They were referred
by order to Cook’s oflice, and you will find
them there.

Q. And all the bonds that were prepared by
you that are not sttached to the contracts on
file are in the office of William A. Cook! A.
That is my recollection of it.

Q. What was the expianation of the reference
of that matter of bonds to Willlam A. Cook!
A. His wife was his bondsman. The
object was for Mr. to ascertain whether
she was worth in her native place—I oW
whether # was Massachusetts or New York—
a sum in real estate over snd above all her
debts and labilities equal to the aggregate of
all the bonds which be entered into, and he has
the paper on file from the susrogate or the
proper office.

Q. How many such bonds are there? A. I

t

to may

, Do they relate to all the contractsof C.
E. Evans! A. Certainly; they are separate;
and the papers which he obtained pot merely
mthﬂnhah;mdm for each separate bond,
but good for them all in the aggregate.

Q. What was the amount? A. I

aggregate
: :)‘DD something over $100,000; perhaps
15 R
the objects for which it was referred to him.
Q. That gquestion has never been settled,
Q. Why are they not returned to the officc
and mitached to the contract! A. 1 do not
them by what you call a duces fecum.
Q. Did Willlam A. Cook advise that the
valldity snd
was sufficient? A. Yes, sir,
Mr. Harrington,
Mr. Christy. I want to know his advice. We
will o It hereafter.
S
you pro
Mr. Christy. I am proving that he prepared
duty, but also the bonds. He makes the gen-
statement that no contract was execuled
sccompanying it. Upon reflection, he makes
these ¢ os, first, in to the contract
aeuted—
The Witness. Oh, no.
Hr.ﬁCl:rmy. But a chattel-morigaze taken
Mr. Christy. Very well, a chattel-mortgage
or whatever you describe it. Then, in regurd

It was very large. That was one of
whether the bond Is sufliclent or not! A, Yes,
know. I never got them back, but you can get
signature of a married woman

&w Mr. Christy.) Do you

make any point of that!
hairman, ('l.a Mr. Christy.) What are

to provel
not only the contract as & of his official
unless he preparad and had executed the bond
xeeptions, first, in regard
of DeGauldier and McClelland, wlece no bopd
instead.

The Witnese. Tt is a chattel-mortgage bond,
to the contract of C. E. Evans, he says that

those contracts is this: that the
the sufficiency of the wife of C. E. Evans to go
as suroty on this bond was referred to William
A. Cook, and that this bond still remains in
the office of Willlam A. Cook.

Governor Shepherd. That Is all in our an-

swer.
x‘;l-rn;’mmy. In all the conmtracts of C. E.
Mr. Merrick. Has not C. E. Evans executed

handed to Ji Jewett seems td be s copy
exsctly of the which fs found in the Gov-
ernor’s snswer, sud that s printed from this

book.

The Witness. Yes, sir; this s not a correct
copy.

ﬁww.m is a copy of what

came in with my answer.
By Mr. Bass: Q. Now,the star and the cross,
indicating whether work in
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Mr. Christy: Q. You that wore
the clerk, ugu-:uuum':"m um msla
- Yes, alr.

mh arrangement ; that was before [ went
= .

Q. What business dld it relate to? Wen
:frey partners generally in business? A. No,

Q. Orin regard to special matlers? A, In
nd to these several contracts,
e Chalrman, (10 Mr. Christy.) What do
you desire to show
Mr. Christy. I desire to show, If I can, by
this witness that these entries appear fiom the
book aehm Ine‘n m‘dl:d about Lhe same time,
or at same time; s conalders-
ble period of time is zmhn,::l ln‘g{ bool.
Witness. [ will say that these sre
of the originals. I have not had the in
my hand for a year, I suppose, untll this moen-

¥ Mr. Christy: Q. Can you ain to the
committee why those first uwm torn out?
A. Yea, sir; because it was a portion of the old
memorands. That is, they were torn out over
3 year ago.

Q. Where are the memoranda? A. They are
destroyed, T presume.  They wers mere coples
of what was put bere forward,

Q. Was that the book purchased for this busi-
nesal A, It was.

Q. Look at that page and read the first two
lines of the y (banding book to wit-
mmf) A.-mrh&glvm arcount between
my (ather 3 + “Samuel Strong to
James P. Wollard, Dr.‘?c

Q. Was that book new when it first came
Into your possession! A. It was.

Q. And that was the first entry made in that
book? You made that heading? A. Yes, sir;
I had the names reversed; I had my father’s
name al Lhe top Instead of Mr. Strong’s. I
merely reversed them. That is to the of

my recollection.
Q. Are there any other ernsures in that book?
A. Probably you can find come. "

Q. Hold it o the light. Youcanses It. A.
It is merely a running account. ‘It is not »
general account.

By the Chairman: Q. That is also srased
there? (indicating.) A. Yes, sir.

Q. When was that done? A. I presume it
was done over s year ago. I suppose it has
been a year, until this morning, since I had
that book in my hand.

Q. Is this a book ormm entry! A It is
s hmlst Lluil.. we got for h .

q. Bat it the original book, showing
transactions from day to day! A. Yes, sir.

Q. You have no other book! A. No, sir.

Q. It is not a copy! A. No,sir; I will s
that that does mot comprise everything wi

rd to Mr. Strong’s sccount and my fsther’s.

¢ recelved soms bouds and certificates from

the board since then, afterthey had made an
arrangement between them.

The Chairman. This is not the book I want;
I waut the theck book.

Mr. Christy. Yes; and also the original book
in which the entrics were made in the first in-
stance

‘The Witness. That you have. That iathe
only book we have.

. Where are the memoragds from which
you oblained those statements! [ understood
you to say that you had made these entrics from
memorands in the book, but torn out. Now
what was the object in tearing them out?
A. Other leaves were erased, I presume.

Q. Do you remember? A. I think they were.

Q. Why erased! A. I su they were
disfigured by h:ndlin;'-prﬁ:m frum the
hand, or something of that sort.

Q. Would they not show more accurstely
the statement than now!? A. No, sir; oot at
sll.

Q. When did you first begin to keep that
hook; what ssason of the yearf A. I think it
was io the summer of 1573,

The Chalrman. Mr. Christy, I do not think
I would press this unless you expect to show
something.

Mr. Christy. I expect to show that he hss
produccd as a book of original coiries one
made up from momorands contdined in tio
books, which were torn out 28 he admits.

The Chalrman. | know, but we have called
for the proper books, and therefore it seems to
ma that this is rather immaterial.

Mr. Cbristy. The witness says he has not
bad this in his for more than & year.

Q. (to the witness.) In whose bas
it been? A. It has been in the safe in the
ofice. -

Q. Who has had sccess to that! A. My
father and myself.

Q. Has Mr, Strong?! A. No, sir.

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE W. LINVILLE.

Mr. Linville, having been duly sworn, testi-
fied es follows:

By the Chairman: q. Have you had any con-
tracts with the Board of Public Works? A. I
had one some tims ago.

Q. Had you any nerin 7 A. Yes, ofr.
. Who waa he! A, John O. Evane. He
was a partner lo the geiting of the contract.

Q. A Emrlnmumniou.' A. Yes, sir

QW were your ive interestal A.
He was to furnish all t materfal, end the
means for cooducling It—te carry it on. He
was to furnish everyth to finish . Afaer
all expenses were paid, [ was (o recelve half
the profits.

Q. Is the contract completed? A. Yes, sir.

Q. And havs adjusted with cach other

Q
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