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A SENATE EXPLOSION.

CONKLING AND PLATT RESIGN.

ftclr Tncxpcctcd Action Creates Intense Excite-

ment A Remarkable Letter to the Got-ern- nr

of Sew York, Explaining

Their s for Rcsigniui:.

A profound sensation was created at the
Capitol yesterday by the resignation of Senators

ConUin? and Piatt fnnn the State of New York.

The fact of the proposed resignation had been

iept fra the public so well that not even any

Knator knew of the intended action. There was

trot one perhaps in the Senate who knew it. This

was Arthur, who laid the letters

before the Senate, which, when read, told the
following brief story:

Washington, D. C, May ic, 1SS1.

Sin: Will yon please announce to the Senate
that my resignation as Senator of the United States
from the State of New York has been forwarded to

the J.ivernor of the State? I have the honor to he,
Tvii'i "rcat respect, your obedient servant,

ROSCOE CONKLING.

To Hon. C. A. Aethub, Vice-Preside-

Senate CiiAMnr.it, May 1G, 1SS1.

Hon. C. A. AuTirrit, Vicc-I-residc-

Sin: I have fonvarded to the Governor of the
State of New York my resignation as Senator of
tiir I'nited States for the State of New York.' Will
to'.i please announce the fact to the Senate? With
great respect, vour obedient servant,

T. C. PLATT.
A hum of astonishment followed the reading of

the communications, and Mr. Hill.of Georgia, sug-j-est-

fotio race that this would he a good time to
elect ofiieers ot the Senate.

Mr. Imriiside, chairman of the Committee on
Foreign delations, reported back favorably from
that committee a resolution declaring the consent
or the United States Government to be a condition
precedent to the construction of ship canals or
other ways for the transportation of sea-goin- g

vessels across the isthmus connecting North and
South America, and also to the rules :md regula-

tions under which other nations shall participate
in the use of such canals or other ways. Mr."

Burnsidc gave notice that he would call it up to-

morrow.
Mr. Dawes moved to go into executive session.
Mr. Cockrell I thought you wanted to consider

the other resolution.
Mr. Dawes I had no idea but that the Senator

would like to go on with it. It is in accordance
with the tl!Soition which he has shown from the
beginning.

Mr. Iliil, of Georgia The Senator said that the
Republic would be subverted if the resolution was
not acted upon.

Mr. Danes But the Senator would never be con-

vinced until he happened to have a majority.
Mr. Hill Oh, we won't insist upon having it

considered !

Mr. Daw cs An accident is an eye-open- er to the
Senator.

Mr. Hill turned around and suggested to Mr.
I)aK of Illinois, that there was nothing to pre-- a

ent the Senate from adjourning this week tine die.
The Senate then, at half-pa-st twelve, went into I

cse utive session.
V hen the doors were reopened at 1:40, the Sen

ate ailjuiirned until

Had a dynamite glass bomb exploded in the Sen-

ate there could hardly have been a greater sensa-

tion Itstaggered audscatteredtheSeriaiorsof both
parties in an instant, and they rose from their seats
and divided oil' into small knots here and there
to di.-c- u; the unexpected turn of afTairs. The
news spread throughout the city like wildfire.
Telegraphic and telephonic wires were put into
requisition at once, and in less than twenty min-

utes the lobbies of the hotels and the streets of
the cin were alive with ieople who wanted to
know the truth of a fact they would hardly believe
when told. At The Republican office a half dozen
clerks were kept busy at the telephones answering
qiu-tio- ns by wire from all parts of the city. Within
ten minutes after the news was uuuouuced in the
Sen.ite the bulletin uoarikof Tun Republican were
deeorated with thcintellgence.andcrowds collected
around them to learn all the facts.

In the Departments tlie excitement was so great
that nearly all of the clerks left their desks and
gathered in the corridors.

" Have they resigned for sure," said a chief of
division from New York.

" True as you're born " said a well-know- n news-
paper man.

"D dif I don't feel like resigning myself until
Robertson is withdrawn," said he.

" Conkling is right," said another Stalwart ; " he
is a statesman, a man whose record is clear, and
ha been treated meanly by the President he lifted
into power."

All through the Departments, and in the streets
and hotels, the excitement grew more intense as
the matter was discussed. All sorts of opinions
and theories were advanced, but in all the discus-
sions the climax appeared to be that when two
Senators of a great State like New York resigned
something was about to drop in the Republican
ranks. The general impression upon all sides
was that Senators Conkling and Piatt
would he returned to the Senate within ten days
b an overwhelming vote of the two bodies, one
ofuhiehRobertsouhimself isamember. "Some
weeks Miiee," said a Senator, " when the friends of
Senators Conkling and Piatt were not all present
in the XewYoik Legislature, a vote was passed
recminendatory of Senator Robertson for col-
lector. This vote was afterward reconsidered in
the assembly and laid on the table. It was, in
the first place, a Democratic trick to snub Conk-
ling What a glorious victory it will be," said he,
"to sCC Senators Conkling and Piatt walk back j

imo the I'nited States Senate with the almost
tniMiiinoLs indorsement of the Legislature of the
St.i:e which carried Garfield into the White House
liW N"o ember !''

' K James in sympathy with Conkling and
I'.r.tr" said an anxious inquirer.

" Ye, he is," said another.
" Then why don't he resign?"
" Because he likes position better than principle.n is willing perhaps to protest for Conkling, and

tliat is about as far as he will go. He is not a man
out f which a coup tTtlal could be made."

The facts contained in the following letter from
the two Senators and the letter quoted therein
signed by them and by the Vice-Preside- nt and
the Postmaster-Genera- l will perhaps create a more
profound sensation than the simple announce-
ment of the two resignations in the Senate :

The Letter to Governor Cornell.
Washington, D. C, May 14, 1SS1.

: Transmutiiig.as we do. our resignations,
of the great trusts with which New

iork nas honored us, it is fit that we acquaint you.
and I'.rnugh you the Legislature and people of tne j
ftate. with the reasons, which, in our judgment, j
UlUkC such a 'Men. respectful. Hurl iinppii-- -........ ..... '

me weeks ago the President sent to the :
en..te in a ;mup the nominations of scv- -

person for public offices already filied. j
' 'r VfllC0S 5s ,ne rol!ectoihip of thet ' rt v

,, ,.
Yorfc-o- held by General Merritt; j

...w ". at I rmdmi now
ml Badeslll: smother isrharrw iTnC.

bu.like the other persons named,
,

u,lv ri"u,--
v rcnain at his post if icrmittcd to-- ' All of these officers, save only Mr. Cramer,

eututasofXcvYork.
n was troposed to displace them all.

-- "i lor anv nllpw.l r..n r.i.; ,-- - .
,,. , - iiieirs, or loranyanegea

. "r "'Vantage of the public scrvir.. but in
of v!. vl0,U,c erL'at ofiice collector of the PdU,u Mr' WiIUam".! m-- ? Robertson, as a

ior ecrinm n.io rtr i.: .:. ,
'a'i'ed navein making ihe nomination of fionnmi nar.field possit;'

pf.so.ltv ""-"- " removals thu- - pro-dec- l..k ,,rkCU b1' (ie,,CRl1 lean's promptly
hn

nt. Tilntn ,... .r .
cveiv Tm,... ..-- """i"iu"s suniinonea
,a T.r.ruc' 0I ''"e enate to sav on hisr"" ' "eusor he advised- - such a transaction.i ne :noveiin,i, .

liwlLten "s c tli in a surnrise. Wetold oniv a few hours before that no rc- -

movals in the New Y'ork offices were soon to be
made, or even considered, and had been requested
to withhold thctiapers and suggestions bearing on
the subject which had been sent to us for presenta-
tion, should occasion arise, until we had notice
from the President of his readiness to receive
them. Learning that the Vice-Preside- nt

WAS EQUALLY SURPRISED,

and had been equally misled, we went to
Mr. James, the Cabinet officer from our State,
and learned that though he spent some time with
the President on the morning of the day the nom-
inations were sent in, no disclosure of an inten-
tion to send tbem had been made to him, and that
he. first knew of the matter by hearsay following
the event. After earnest reflection and consulta-
tion, we believed the proceeding unwise and
wrong, whether considered wholly in relation to
the preservation and integrity of the public ser-
vice and the public example to be set, or in rela-
tion, also, to the integrity ot the Republican party.
No public utterance of comment or censure was
made by either of us. in the Senate or elsewhere;
on the contrary, we thought that the President
would reconsider action so sudden and hasty, and
would at least adopt less hurtful and objectionable
modes of requiting personal or individual service.
In this hope the following paper was prepared
and signed, and presented by Mr. James to the
President, who was subsequently informed that
you had authorized your name to be added also:

A KEJIONSTRANCn.
To the President:

We beg leave to remonstrate against the change
in the collectorship of New York, by the removal
of Mr. Merritt and the appointment "of Mr. Robert-
son.

The proposal was wholly a surprise. Wc heard
of it only when the several nominations involved
in the plan were announced in the Senate.

Wc had only two days before this been informed
from you that a change in the customs officers at
Xew Y'ork was not contemplated, and, quite igno-
rant of a purpose to take any action now, wc had
no opportunity until after the nominations to
make the suggestion we now present.

We do not believe that the interest of the public
service will be promoted by removing the present
col lector and putting Mr. Robertson in his stead.
Our opinion is quite the reverse, and we believe no
political advantage can be gained for either the
Republican party or its principles.

Believing that no individual has claims or obli-
gations Unit should be liquidated in such a mode,
we earnestly and respectfully ask that the nomi-
nation of Mr. Robertson be withdrawn.

(Signed) CHKSTKR A. ARTHUR.
THOMAS L. JAMES.
THOMAS C. PLAIT.
ROSCOE CONKLING.

Presented to the President bv Postmaster-Gener- al

James, Monday morning, March 2S, lSbL
KNOWING THE rUEQVENCY

with which every one of the twenty Presidents of
the Republic, and markedly the present incum-
bent, had withdrawn nominations on less serious
representations, we did not apprehend that such a
suggestion would he treated as an intrusion, or an
invasion of any prerogative of the nominating
power.

WK WERE DISAPPOINTED.

Immediately the public press, especially in arti-
cles and dispatches written by those in close and
constant association with the President, and with
an influential member of his Cabinet, teemed with
violent denunciation of thcSenatorsfromNew Y'ork
for "opposing the administration" and "dictat-
ing" to the President. Persons who visited the
Executive Mansion reported the President as

aud impatient of hesitation to "advise and
consent " to what he proposed. We had made, we
have made, no assault upon anybody. We have at
all times refused to answer questions by represen
tatives oi tne press, or to make complaint or com-
ment, or even denial of the many truthless charges
published against us by the officious champions
of" the administration." Indeed, beyond confiden-
tial consultation with brother Senators and officials,
we have said nothing till now on the subject. Nor
have we, or either of us, " promoted the dead-loc- k

iri"thc Senate" in order to prevent or influence ac-

tion on any nomination, norhaveweeversostated.
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE NOMINATIONS

were published , letters and telegrams in great num-
bers came from every part of the State, from its
leading citizens, protesting agaiusi the proposed
changes, and condemning them on many grounds.
Several thousandsof the leading mercantile funis
of New Y'ork, constituting, we are informed, a ma-
jority of every branch of trade, sent us remon-
strances. Sixty of the eighty-on- e Republican lnem-bers- of

the Legislature, by letterormemorial, made
objection. Representatives in Congress, State offi-

cials, business men, professional men, commercial,
industrial, and political organizations, are among
the remonstrants, and they speak from every sec-
tion of the State.

BESIDE THE NOMINATIONS

already referred to, there wore awaiting the ac-
tion of the Senate several citizens of New Y'ork
named for offices connected with the courts-dist-rict

attorneys aud marshals. These were
ail icappointmeiits. Most of them had been
originally commissioned by Mr. Hayes. They
were certified by the judges of the courts and
many other eminent persons, who attested the
faithfulness and merit of theirservice, and recom-
mended their continuance. They were not pre-
sented by us. We have not attempted to
" dictate," nor have we asked the nomination of
one person to any office in the State. Indeed,
with the sole exception of the written request set
forth above, we have never even expressed an
opinion to the President in any case unless ques-
tioned in regard to it. Some days ago

THE PRESIDENT ABRUPTLY WITHDREW,
in one and the same act, the names of General
Woodford and Mr. Tenney and of the twomarshals.
This unprecedented proceeding, whether per-
missible by law ornot, was gravely significant. The
President had nominated these officers after they
had been weighed in the balauce. Their
official records were before him, aud
had been fully scrutinized and approved. It must
be presumed he thought the nominations fit to be
made, and that it was his duty to make them.
There is no allegation that he discovered unfitness
in them afterward ; it could hardly be that he had
discovered unfitness in all of them alike. What,
then, was the meaning and purpose of this per-
emptory step? It was immediately staled, as if by
authority, and seems to he admitted that the pur-
pose was to coerce the Senate or Senators to vote
as they would not vote if leit free from executive
interference.

THE DESIGN WAS TO CONTROL

the action of Senators touching matters committed
oy the Constitution to the Senate, and to the Senate
exclusively. It has been suggested, in addition,
that by recalling these nominations, and holding
them in his own hand, the President might, in the
event of the failure of another nomination, use
them to compensate that failure. If it can be sup-
posed that all these public trusts are to be, or
would in any event be made personal perqui-
sites, to be handled and disposed of
not only to punish independence of senatorial
votesand action, but toliqnidate the personal obli-
gations ofany individual, however high in station,
the condition are utterly vicious and degrading,
aud their acceptance would compel the representa-
tives of States to fling down their osth and repre-
sentative duty at the footstool of Executive power.
Following this sweeping and startling Executive
act came ominous avowals that dissent or failure
to "advise and consent" would he held an act of
offense, exposing all Senators from whatever State
to Executive displeasure.

THUS. WE FIND OURSELVES

confronted by the question whether we
shall surrender the plain right and the
sworn duty of Senators by consenting to
what we believe to be vicious and hurtful, or be
assigned the position of disloyalty to an adminis-
tration which we helped to bring in and the suc-

cess of which we earnestly wish for every reason
end motive wmen can enter into tne case.
We know no theory, avowed by any party which
rcauires such submission as is now exacted. Al
llinitoh nrli! scrvift' mv ln"fiiirlv nousidprfd in
making selections of public officers, it can hardly
be maintained that the Senate is bound without
cause to remove incumbents merely to make places
for these whom any individual, even the Presi--

dent, o. a member of his Cabinet, wishes to repay
,nl.in., nuirnant tn i.thrc nr citrriiviililo In him

.

tary of the Treasury and head of the Department
whose subordinate bcneral Merritt is. Another
Scnaini known to have given this advice was Mr.
Kirkwod, now Seereiary of the Intcrioi. It is
said that, like the Postmaster-Gener- al from our
own State, these Cabinet officers were not taken
into consultation touching the removal of General
Mei nt. Dut tlie'r few orn and official action as Sen-

ators is none the less instructive. That the late
Secretary of the Treasury and the late adminis-
tration, up to its cxpuatiou.lcss than ten weeks
ago, approved General Merritt as an officer, is well
known ; and u is nowhere suggested that any cit
izea had petitioned for his removal, or that official
delinquency on his part is the reason for it.

IN THE PLACF. OF AN EXPERIENCED OFFICER

in the midst of his tcim, fixed by law, it is proposed
suddenly to put a man who has hadno training for

the position and who cannot be said to have any

special fitness for its official duties. In the inaug

ural of President Garfield, delivered on the 4th of
March, stand these words:

" The civil-servic- e can never be placed on a sat-
isfactory basis until it is regulated by law. For
the good of the service itself, for the protection of
those who are intrusted with the appointing
power against the waste of time and obstruction to
the public business caused by the inordinate pres-
sure for place, and for the protection of incum-
bents against intrigue and wrong, I shall, at the
proper time, ask Congress to fix the tenure of the
minor offices f the several Executive Depart-
ments, and prescribe the grounds upon which re-
movals shall be made during the terms for which
incumbents have been appointed."

HOW GOOD THE DISTINCTION IS
which would make major offices a prey to
"intrigue and wrong" and shield "minor
offices" from like havoc, and whether the
collectorships of the country should be-

long to the exposed, or to the "protected" class,
need not be decided here. Assuming Gen-

eral Merritt to be an officer of average
fitness and honesty, it might be reasonably
argued that all Senators should with alacrity ad-

vise his displacement by a man of obvious supe-

riority. Possibly it might be said that all should
advise the selection in General Mcrritt's place of a
man who, without superior fitness, had rendered
his country or even his party conspicuous and ex-

alted service. The case in hand does not belong
to either of these classes.

THE AVOCATIONS OF 3IR. ROBERTSON,

and his legislative and professional ex-

perience and surroundings, do not denote
superiority in the qualities, the knowl-
edge, business habits, and familiarity with
the revenue laws and system of the United States,
which might make him more competent than
General Merritt to collect the vast revenues and
administer the vast business pertaining to the port
of New Y'ork. Certainly he cannot, in this respect,
be held an exception to rules of right and consist-
ency on which the Constitution and laws have
placed the public service. Wc know of no per-

sonal or political service rendered by Mr. Robertson
so transcendent that the collectorship of New
Y'ork should be taken in the midst of a term and
given to him as recompense. Mr. Robertson is re-

ported by the New Y'ork Tribune to have declared
that his nomination was a "reward" a "re-
ward" for action as a delegate to the National
Convention.

ir MR. ROBERTSON IN HIS ACTION

was influenced by a sense of duty if he
voted and acted his honest convictions it
is diflicultto see what claim he has for
any reward, not to speak of such great reward.
The action, of which an estimate is thus
invited, is understood to be this: Mr.
Robertson and sixty-nin- e other men accepted
from a State convention a certain trust. They
Eought and accepted the position of agents or dele-
gates to a National Convention. The State con-

vention declared a plainly stated judgment and
policy to be observed and supported by those it
commissioned. To this declaration, all those
selected as delegates gave implied consent.
But several of them, in addition, made most
specific personal pledges and engagements to ex-
ert themselves in good faith throughout to secure
the nomination of General Grant They made this
pledge as the means of obtaining their own ap-

pointment as delegates, and they did, as we both
personally know, obtain their scats in the National
Convention upon the faith of their personal state-
ments of their earnestness and fidelity.

THE OBLIGATION THUS ASSUMED,

we understand to involve intcgrity.as much as the
obligation of one who icccives the proxy of a
stockholder in a corporation upon the pledge and
promise to vote as his principal would vote.
Whether Mr. Robertson was or was not himself
bound, not only by honor and implication, hut by
expressly giving his word, becomes quite imma-
terial in view of the claim made for him. It
is insisted that he "organized the bolt," or, as
it has been sometimes stated, " he was the leader
of the bolt." This is to say that he incited, per-

suaded, induced others whom he knew had given
their word, and had obtained their seats by doing
so, to violate their word aud betray not only Re-

publicans assembled in State conventions but the
Republicans of their districts as well, who had
trusted in their honor. Whoevercounsels aud pro-

cures another to do a dishonest or dishonorable
act, must share with that other the guilt, and
should share also the odium justly attaching to it.

WE ARE THEREFORE, WHOLLY UNABLE,
upon whatever ground we put it, to see justifica-
tion for ourselves should we become parties to
using the public trust which belong to the
people to requite such service in such modes.
But the appliances employed to effect results, set
up new standards of responsibility, and invade, as
Ave believe, the truths aud principles on which the
separate and branches of the Govern-
ment stand. A Senator has his own responsi-
bility. He is amenable to his State, and to the
body of which he is a member. He is bound by
his oath to "advise and consent" on his con-

science and judgment before God. Whatever or
whoever else may constrain him, he is to be
exempt from Executive menace or disfavor on
the one hand, and Executive inducement on the
other. Long standiugon the orders of the House of
Commons, is a declaration that a member shall
suflcr expulsion who even reports the wishes of
the executive head of the government to influence
the votes of members. The British constitution is
not more jealous than ours in this regard. t

TO GIVE ADVICE, AND HONEST,
independent advice, as to an appointment
proposed, is as muclittic right aud duty of
a Senator as it is the right or duty of the
President to propose the name. Be his advice
one way or the other, it is no more an act of
disrespect or treason to the nominating power, than
the verdict of a juror or the decision of a judge.
The idea that the Senate is simply to find out
what is wanted, and then do it, we cannot believe
safe or admissible; aud thus far no party has dared
or descended to set up such a test of party fidelity
or allegiance. In this instance, such prominence
has been given to the subject, and such distrust
has been expressed of the correctness of our po-

sition, that we think it right and dutiful to submit
the matter to the power to which alone wc are
bound and ever ready to bow.

THE LEGISLATURE IS IN SESSION;

it is Republican in majority; and New Y'ork
abounds in sons quite as able as wc to bear her mes-
sage and commission in the Senate of the United
States. With a profound sense of the obligations we
owe, with devotion to the Republican party and its
creed of liberty aud right, with reverent attach-
ment to the great State whose interests and honor
are dear to us, we hold it respectful and becoming
to make room for those who may correct all errors
we have made, and interpret aright all duties we
have misconceived. We therefore inclose our res-

ignations; but hold fast the privilege as citizens
and Republicans to stand for the constitutional
rights of all men, and of all representatives,
whether of the States, the Nation, or the people.
We have the honor to be, with high respect, your
obedient sen-ant- ROSCOE CONKLING,

THOMAS C. TLATT.
His Excellency

Governor Cornell, Albany, N. Y.

A SHOT FROM CHICAGO.

lion. C. B. FnnroII. of Illinois, Turns
Against Blaine.

Charley Fanvell, member of Congress
from Chicago, who organized and led the Blaine
and anti-Gra- nt forces in the State of Illinois in the
last campaign, previous to the nomination of Gen-

eral Garfield, has been interviewed by the Chicago
Times. He is particularly bitter against Blaine.

j About the Conkling matter he says: " It is nothing
more nor less than a scheme of Blaine's to put
Conkling and the President at swords' points,
and the success of the plot vas most
complete. Conkling has been misrepresented
from the start, and the President has
weakly allowed himself to be used as the tool of an
unscrupulous and vindictive politician to kill off
a rival and himself. That is about all I have to
say on the subject further than to state that it is
my positive conviction that Garfield will never
have a minute's peace until he gets rid of the evil
genius he has called to his aid as premier. B!pine
will keep him in hot water all the time."

3Xr. ArCiur Smiles, But Sayii Xothinc
Vice-Preside- nt Arthur was approached

by a Republican reporter early yesterday aftct-noo- n

and asked what opinion he held in regard
to the resignation of Senators Conkling and Piatt.
With a smile he replied, " I do not think it would
be proper for me to say anything on the subject."
" But," persisted the reporter, "do you think the
Legislature, which is now in session, will ct

them immediately?" Again the Vicc-Peside- nt

smiled and answered. "You probably misunder-
stood me ; I must repeat what I have already said
to several representatives of the press, I think I
had best not say anything at all on this subject."

JnmeH Canuol Kcsi(T.
A reporter asked Postmaster-Gener- al

James what he thought of the resignations. He
said: "I would rather not say anything on that
subject. I do not think thatritwould be proper for
me to do so. As far as my reported resignation is
concerned I will say that it is entirely without
foundation. Owing to existing circumstances it
would be impossible for me to resign.

MOM THE SANCTUMS.

VOICE OF THE PRESS EVERYWHERE.

The New York Papers on the Resignation Opin-

ions and Speculations Will the Two Sena
tors bo Returned! What Will the

Administration Do I Notes.

Isew York, May 16. The Timts,
under "A Political Stage Stroke." says: "In poli-

tics, as in art, a great climax demands a fitting
prelude. An ignoble dilemma does not lend itself
readily to a heroic solution. A petty struggle' over
patronage and place cannot be appropriately
waged with weapons which ought to be held in
reserve for contests which have a continent for
their theatre and a nation for their spectators.
As the curtain falls on the C8rchilly
posed figures ofMessrs. Conkling aud Piatt, caiting
their senatorial robes from them and replying to
the arbitrament of the power which makes Sena-
tors and Presidents, there is audible only the mul-
titudinous echo of the puzzled query, " What does
it all mean?" Foractors interpretingan unfamiliar
play in a foreign tongue this would be but a dubi-
ous triumph ; for politicians dealing with- - sub-
jects perfectly familiar to their audience It is
as uncomplimentary as a course of groans, s The
American people have a keen and ready sympathy
for the heroic element in politics. They have an
equally quick perception of the mock heroic.' The
statesman who prepares for them a thorougly
dramatic surprise will captivate them. The
politician playing at statesmanship, who is merely
stagey, will hardly succeed in furnishing thcnY
with more than mild amusement. The represent-
atives of the State of New Y'ork in the ynited
States Senate evidently intended to formulate a
challenge and a defiance to the administration.
They have merely penned a clumsy apology for
for an act equally without precedent and without
excuse.

the "herald" says:
"AfTairs In Washington have taken a sudden and

a dramatic turn. Lord Bcaconsfield was accus-
tomed to say that nothing happened but the un-

expected. Nothing could be more unexpected
than the resignation of Mr. Conkling and Mr. Piatt
from the Senate. Such a step could only be taken
under a strong sense of duty, and can only be so
considered. It does not belong to the mere cun
niug and waywardness of politics. Men like Mr.
Conkling and Mr. Piatt would not take the supreme
step of retiring from the Senate unless It was in-

tended to give the act the gravest possible
meaning. The truth is that from the be-

ginning Mr. Garfield has committed himself irre-
vocably to Mr. Blaine, and in -- his dealings with
Mr. Conkling and Mr. Piatt and their followers
has followed a policy of duplicity. This is a severe
judgment to pass upon one holding the august
position of President of the United States, and we
write it with pain. But it is a truth, and the best
friends of Mr. Garfield arc those who tell him the
truth. Mr. Conkling resigns from the Senate in
the interest of peace. In the interest
of peace let Mr. Blaine retire from the
State Department, nc is not suited for the office,
has neither the training nor the experience to
manage our foreign affairs. The other members of
the Cabinet are men without special value or
force, and, if they want places, should be quartered
in some easy Department. Let the President call
to his foreign office a statesman like Hamilton
Fish, and to other great offices men like Edmunds,
Sherman. Boutwell, Hoar, Frelinghusen, Wash-burn- e

men of patriotism and character, who
would serve him, not for ambition and revenge,
but for the best interests of the party and the
Nation.

the "tribune"
captions its editorial "A Theatrical Exile," and
says: "Of course no one takes his resignation.
Neither Mr. Conkling nor Mr. Piatt has any idea of
leaving the Senate. There is a character in a
French comedy who is continually quarreling with
hismistressand quitting the house in a rage.buthc
always leaves his umbrella behind him, as a pre-
text of rcturniug and a means of returning. It is
safe to say that neitherof our Senators has given
up the lease of his lodgings. The farce at Wash-
ington will be competed by the farcx at Albany,
and they will have whatever glory they can get out
of the theatrical performance."

the "sun" says
the resignation of the two New Y'ork Senators is a
highly sensational proceeding. The only argu-
ment that can be presented to justify such a
manifestation is that under the circum-
stances it becomes proper for them to
return their trusts to the Legislature, in
order that their policy may be accepted or con
demned by that body. It is a novel, as well as a
very complication, which Mr. Conk-
ling has now added to the previous difficulties of
the Republican situation, and all intelligent citi-
zens will wait'with unaffected interest to sec how
it comes out.

THE "STAATS ZEITUNG"

docs not consider their probable by
the Legislature as a vindication for Conkling. In
order to have his course vindicated it would have
been necessary for Conkling to postpone his resig-
nation until after the Legislature has adjourned
sine die, and then go before the people at the next
election of members of the assembly.

THE "JOURNAL OF COMMERCE" SAYS:
"We regret that a large and respectable portion

of the Republican party refuse to support the
President of their choice, and are not only attack-
ing him in the journals that contributed to his
election, but seeking in every possible way to
coerce him into managing public affairs for the
benefit of a clique of politicians. Wc trust
that honest and patriotic men, who are
not slaves to party, will refuse to lend
themselves to such a disgraceful assault on the
Chief Magistrate of the Nation. Those who arc
opposing him arc not acting in behalf of the
country, but for the interests of a section of his late
adherents that rebel against his authority because
they cannot control him as they desire.'.

THE UTICA "HERALD" SAYS.

Utica, N. Y'., May 16. The Herald
will say: "The wording of Senator Conkling's
letter proves that the resignations arc a display of
spite because the President refuses to surrender to
their control the functions of his office. The act
degrades the office of Senator to the level of a mere
broker in patronage."

"THE FIRE GUNS.

Buffalo, N. Y'., May 16. The " Half-Breeds- ," or
fired one hundred guns

iu celebration of the resignation of the two Sen-

ators.
THE ALBANY PAPERS.

Albany, May 16. The Evening Journal says:
"The purpose of these resignations is doubtless to
secure a personal vindication from the Legislature
for the course they have pursued in opposition to
the nomination of Judge Robertson."

The Morning Express will say : "The
letter is remarkable for its clearness and cogency
of statement, for the solidity and strength of its
reasoning, and for the pungency and force with
which its positions are sustained."

THE SAN FRANCISCO PAPERS.

San Francisco, May 16. The news of Mr.
is the talk of the town. Promi-

nent Republicans express the opinion that he has
done a very foolish thing, and in official circles
his action is generally considered a mistake. The
Bulletin thinks his retirement can hardly be con-

sidered a calamity. The Post regrets it.
A SHOT FROM REBELDOM.

Augusta, Ga., May 16. The Chronicle will say of
Conkling's resignation: " He has been the aggres-
sive aud malignant enemy of the South,
which should rejoice at the triumph of
President Garfield and the defeat of
Senator Conkling. Southern Senators should
sustain the President in the full exercise of!
his constitutional rights. He has pledged himself
to a patriotic administration, and the South should
sustain him in his efforts to restore peace and a
brotherhood to all sections of the L'nio?"

calls them " Traitors."
Richmond, Va., May 16. The Despatch will to-

morrow say: "Conkling deserts his post in the
first watch aud leaves his faithful soldiers to their
fate. Only one does he take with him in his
guilty flight his man Friday, the pretended
junior Senator from New Y'ork, but really the sub-

servient tool of the loraly Roscoe. Beautiful pair
of traitors they are! Conk's resignation is the
mad freak of a spoiled demagogue, who would
ruin his country to spite his enemies."

murat iialstead's fling.
Cincinnati, May 16. The Commercial says : " It

is absurd in the disaffected Senators to go to their
Legislature for their indorsement. The New York
Senate indorsed Judge Robertson, but Mr. Conk-

ling did not seem to be much impresstd thereby."

Still AttacUin? Ike Jens.
Cracow, May 16. The business com-

munity here has been warned from Warsaw not
to send Jewish travelers thither. Placards have
been posted at all street corners inciting the
Christians to attack the Jews. Many refugee Jews
have crossed the frontier in consequence of an
anti-Jewis- h outbreak on Sunday last at Kamienic.

AT ALBANY.

new the Xevrs Was RecelTed at tbe State
Capital.

Albany, X. Y., May 16. When the
news of the resignations of Senators Conkling and
Piatt was received it was bulletined by the even-
ing papers, but elicited little interest. Tho hotels,
as usual on Mondays, were quite empty, and those
who talked of the matter simply wondered what
would be the next movement. Later members of
the Legislature commenced arriving, when some
interest was manifested. No one, however, ap-
peared to know what would be the result of the
action. Not a few thought both Senators would be

and it was suggested that Mr.
Conkling would be elected to fill the vacancy
caused by the resignation of Mr. Piatt. This would
giye him two more years to serve than he had . No
Information could be secured at the executive
chamber beyond the expression of a supposition
that the news was correct. Several rumors are
set on foot, among them that there will be a union
ot with Democrats to elect one
Senatorfrom their wing and one Democrat. But
the most general impression is that both of the re-

signing Senators will be and thus show
a legislative indorsement of the position they have
occupied in order to counteract the influence of
the resolutions of the senate and assembly in-

dorsing Robertson's nomination.
As soon as it was learned that the Governor in-

tended to send the letter of reasons for the resigna-
tions of Senators Conkling and Piatt to the Legis-

lature great interest was manifested to learn what
the reasons were. Both bouses were crowded with
spectators, and when the senate adjourned
those in the chamber found their way
into the assembly chamber. During the
reading of the letter the spectators occupied all
the standing room, and at the conclusion of tho
reading the speaker was obliged to order the floor
to be cleared so that business could be proceeded
with. The "Stalwarts" are very reticent and will
notintimatewhatisto bo done. The

arc in high glee. The time for going into
an election to fill the vacancies will be fixed to-

morrow.

PLUCK WILL TELL.

Wliat la Tlioucbt or the Coup tl'Etnt lit all
Circles of the City.

Special to Tnis: Republican;
New York, May 16. The utmost

excitement was produced in all circles
this afternoon by the reported resigna-
tions of Senators Conkling and Piatt. There has
been no such startling explosion since the war.
The question upon every one's lips was, "What
docs it mean?" Conkling is the pride of all New
Yorkers by reason of his conceded ability as the
foremost statesman on the American continent,
and "State pride" outweighs all political differ-enceswh- en

the dignity andpowcrof the greatEm-pir- e

State is assaulted through his personality, no
matter from how high a source it emanates. Every
element of society in our vast metropolis was on
the qui virc, waiting for the explanation which
they felt confident would satisfactorily explain the
action of our Senators in their sudden resigna-
tions. When their letter to Governor Cor-
nell reached the public late this even-
ing the faces of the people gathered at the
numerous points waiting for the news beamed
with satisfaction as the letter, with its cogent
reasons, was read, and Senator Conkling
and his colleague arc more endeared in the hearts
ofall Knickerbockers for the manly stand they have
taken against Executive usurpation and dictation
than ever before. In view of the feeling expressed

ht by all shades of political parties, I assume
it is safe to predict that the Senators will be re-

turned next week by a vote of the Legislature,
exceeding party lines, as a " State pride " indorse-
ment of the confidence the people have in the
foremost statesman in the land.

THE GENERAL OPINION,

Collector 3IorrI(t, RuAiv Hatch, Jay Gould
anil Others Have a Talk.

Xew York, May 16. Collector Merritt
was found in his office at the custom-hous- e, and
being asked to give his opinion of the resignation
of Messrs. Conkling and Piatt said : " The resig-
nations are a great surprise to me, and, I suppose,
to every one else." He was anxious to know the
opinions expressed on the street.

Mr. Hatch, of Messrs. natch & Footc, when
asked what he thought of the resignations, re-

plied: "1 think they should be followed by the
resignation of Mr. Garfield, and then Mr. Arthur
could take the chair." He did not believe the
money and stock markets would be affected.

Jay Gould was found in the Superior Court,
special term, listening to an argument in the
Western Union suit. When asked his opinion
about the resignations he shook his head and re-

marked : "I have not heard of it."
Judge Donahue, of the Supreme Court, refused

to express an opinion, saying : " Cannot believe it
possible."

Surrogate Calvin, on being questioned, said : " I
think it on undignified and puerile action, which
kills the future political life of those gentlemen,
and I base my opinion on a similar transaction
years ago in the Democratic party. I think their
action emanated from disappointment to trespass
on the Executive prerogatives."

Other judges were seen, but refused to express
an opinion, as they had not heard that the report
was confirmed.

The general opinion prevailing is that, for what-
ever cause the Senators resigned, they would
both be to the Senate.

LOOKING FOR NEW QUARTERS,

The Youucr Men's Christian Association
Ilouse-lluutint- r.

At a special meeting of the board of
managers of the Y'oung Men's Christian Associa-
tion, held at its rooms last evening, President John
G. Ames in the chair, the following preamble and
resolution were unanimously adopted:

Whereas this board has received notice from the
Joint Stock Company of the Y'oung Men's Christian
Association that from and after July 1, 1831, the rent
of the rooms occupied by the Young Men's Christian
Association, Including heat, will be l,200 per annum;
and

Whereas in the judgment of this board the associa-
tion is not in a situation to pay more than $.900 per an-

num, the present rental: Therefore,
Jlesolved, That we notify the Joint Stock Company

that we cannot pay an increased rental forouraccom-mouatlon- s,

and that we have appointed a committee
to look for other quarters.

Messrs. Charles Lyman, E. F. Simpson, and E.
W. Woodruff were appointed the committee, and
the meeting thereupon adjourned.

The Fimlico Kaccs.
Baltimore, May 16. The inauguration

of the new railroad built by the Maryland Jockey
Club will he celebrated by four races.
The track s in splendid condition, and some good
running is expected. The first race will be a dash
of one mile, for all ages, for a purse of S200; the
starters will be Kitty Clark, Judge Murray, Cin-
derella, Victim, Luamano, Rapid, Colonel Sprague,
Utilita, Eunice, and Vinita. The second race will
be a dash of l4 miles, for all ages, purse S300;
Glenmore, Oden, Ellie Warfield, Buster, and
Shadow-Danc- e will start. The third race will
be a steeple-chas- e over a part of the regular
steeple-chas- e course, about one and one-ha- lf

miles, purse, $250. Lizzie D.. Derby, Frank Short,
Joe Hunt, and Dalgasian will be the starters. The
fourth race will be a gentlemen's steeple-chas- e bv
members of the Elkridge Fox Hunting Club for a
silver goblet. Tonkaway, Archie, Elkridge Billy
Bernhardt, Ilolbroot, and Floric will start. The
stables of George L. Lorillard, Dwyer Bros., and
Burnham & Son arrived at PimUcO' and
several more arc expected to arrive from Long
Branch

Kcdurlus the Army In Rush In.
St. Petersburg, May 16. A scheme of

retrenchment shortly to be submitted to the coun
cil of state includes the abolition of some military
districts, comni'ssions, and establishments, the re-

duction of the strength of the army to a peace
footing, a reduction of staff and salaries at the
ministries of war and marine, and the stoppage of
the pay of general, on long furloughs.

3IrCuIIouch a "Olliclto."
London, May 16. The Pall Mall Gazette,

commenting on Mr. John McCullough's rendering
of OlUUo on Saturday evening last, says: "Mr.
McCullough's Othello, without being substantially
stronger than that of his predecessors, displays at
one or two points breadth of style such as is
altogether unsurpassed, if, indeed, not unequaled."

Uneasiness in Knasin.
St. Petersburg, May 10. The Emperor

has accepted the resignation of General Loris
Melikow, and has appointed General Ignatiew to
succeed him. The change creates great uneasiness
in political circles.

A "National " Victory.
Princeton, N. J., May 16. Nationals, of

Washington, S; Princeton University, 7. Thirteen
innings were played.

AT THE WHITE HOUSE.

X Flnrry Created by the Neiri from the
Senate.

The announcement shortly after noon
yesterday that both the Senators fiom New Y'ork
had tendered their resignations to Governor Cor-
nell created a profound impression throughout the
city.

Secretary Blaine was at the White House when
the President's private secretary hurried iutothe
Executive office with a telegram from theCapitol
conveying the intelligence that the letters notify-
ing the Senate of the resignations were being read.
Shortly thereafterAttorney-Gcncr- al MacVcagh and
Postmaster-Gener- al James reached the Wliite
House, followed in the course of ten minutes by
Secretaries Windom and Hunt. Just as Secretary
Windom crossed the threshhold of the Executive
Mansion, he was asked what he thought of the
action of the New York Senators. He replied : " I
could hardly realbc at first that it was true, and I
am over here to learn more about it." To
a further query he said that he bad no opinion
to express on the subject. After the above-name- d

members of the Cabinet had conversed for a few
moments with the President, they retired to the
Cabinet-roo- where the discussion of the resig-
nation was continued. Just as the conference
closed Secretary Kirkwood drove up, and hnrried
tip stairs.

Secretary Blaine and the Attorney-Gener- al left
the Executive Mansion together, engaged in
earnest conversation. Postmaster-Gener- al James
was the next to depart, aud in answer to
a flying interrogator!', said that he had
no opinions to express for publication. Secretaries
Hunt, Windom, aud Kirkwood left almost imme-
diately thereafter, the latter halting-fo- r asecond or
two to say to the reporter that he did not have time
totalk about the matter further than to say that
his first intimation of the news was from rumors
circulated in his Department about ten o'clock
yesterday morning. Shortly after the departure of
the members of the Cabinet several Senators
called ; they were direct from the Capitol, and,
judging from intimations dropped, it is presumed
that the object of their visit was to inform the
President of the action oi the caucus, in deciding
to dispose of the remaining executive business
and then to adjourn. They remained with tlie
President about hall au hour.

WHAT THE CAUCUS DID.

All the Nominations to be Reported to the
Senate at Once.

Tlie Republican Senators held a caucus
yesterday afternoon for the purpose ofdetermining
what courseshouldbe adopted with aview of reach-
ing action on the Robertson nomination and other
contested .'cases, and of thus securing an early ad-
journment of the Senate. A few Senators spoke in
favor of leaving the Robertson case in the hands
of the Commerce Committee for some days longer.
In the hope that some way might yet be opened up
to avoid controversy concerning it, Several
other members of the caucus, while agree-
ing with these speakers that the nomination
of Judge Robertson was not a wise or desirable act
on the part of the President, took the ground,
nevertheless, that, as the issue had been made,
the party interests demanded that it should be
met by sustaining the administration. Various
other advocates of prompt action urged the con-
firmation of the nomination on its merits. After
a comparatively short debate on all the points
above rndicatcd it was decided, with only four
dissenting votes, that the committees (so far as the
Republican members can now control theiraction),
shall report back all pending nominations forth-
with (meaning at 's session of the Senate),
with a view of finally disposing of all the execu-
tive business in time for a final adjournment of
the Senate by next Thursday or Friday at the
latest.

The necessity of providing for an election of a
President of the Senate pro tempore before the
close of the session was also brought to tlie atten-
tion of the caucus; and as the Democrats now
constitute a majority of the body, it was agreed to
notify them that the Republicans will consider
Senator Harris, of Tennessee, as an acceptable
choice for the position, and will cheerfully acqui-
esce in his election. The resiguations of Senators
or even referred to, during the caucus proceedings.
Conkling and Piatt were not in anyway discussed,
Senator-Conklin- is still iu Washington. Senator
Piatt left for New Y'ork at two o'clock yesterday
afternoon.

A CHICAGO SAGE.

Hon. Emory A. Starrs 3IaUe aFciv Perti-
nent Remark.

Hon. Emory A. Storrs was called upon
at his hotel by The Republican and ajked how he
regarded the resignation of the New Y'ork Sen-
ators. His answer was: "I think it was emi-
nently proper, in the present phase of the con-
test over the nomination of Robertson, that
Senators Conkling and Piatt should have
appealed to their immediate constituency for an
indorsement of their action. It will be found that
this will be done, and when the result is summed
up they will receive the approval of the Republi-
can party throughout the country. While I greatly
regret these dissensions within the Republican
party, I fail to see wherein Senator Conkling has
in any way contributed to bring it about. From
the moment the present administration was in-

ducted into power up to the moment Robertson's
nomination was sent to the Senate Mr. Conkling
had been its strong and ardent supporter and well-wisher- ."

" What do you think will be the immediate re-

sult of the action of the New Y'ork Senators?
asked The Republican.

"I think there is not the slightest doubt but they
will both be returned. Then, unless the adminis-
tration shall learn wisdom, I fear the breach will
be widened. While some who profess to be the
friends of the President are now congratulating
him upon the stubbornness witli which he
has maintained this conflict, the true friends of
his administration hope earnestly that he may be
aroused to the dangerous complications which
will follow a continuance of his present policy
aud tho prejudicial results to the Republican
party that have already ensued and will continue
to accumulate."

TALK ABOUT TOWN.

Cousin Over the Situation About the
Hotels.

The corridors of the hotels last evening
reminded one of election times. There were
groups of men standing about, absorbed in the
discussion of the ouc topic. The clerks were out
in full force, anxious to learn the latest news and
to ascertain the drift of opinion. The hotel
politician was in his glory, and found plenty of
listeners to drink in his profound observations
upon the course of public events. The discussion
took a wide range and was more or less noisy and
demonstrative. The last campaign was fought
over, and the efforts by which the Republican
party gained success was the subject of hot debate.

"Who elected Garfield?" exclaimed one ex-

cited talker.
"U.S. Grant, Roscoe Conkling, and Chester A.

Arthur," was the quiet reply.
In other groups the probable result of the present

difficulty was talked over, but the prophets were
unable to make any satisfactory predictions. The
prospect for a prolonged and exciting contest was
thought to be a very good one. The event has
proved a perfect bonanza in the way of filling up
the thinned ranks of the hotel habitues and pro-

viding a topic of conversation.

HERE AND THERE.

Small "Clinnt of JLcglHlntlve CTisiIont Rc-cartll-

tlie Senatorial Situation.
Ex-Speak- er Randall, while sauntering

down the Avenue yestciday afternoon, was over-

hauled by an envoy of The Republican, who in
quired what was his opinion of the situation.
There was a merrj twinkle in the eye of the dis-

tinguished Pennsylvanian, Hiid a liewitehing
smile lurked around the corners of bis mouth as
he responded :

" This is a Republican fight, and as I am not in-

terested in it, I don't care to express an opinion on
the subject. I am sorry I can't talk. Good even-
ing."

An indepcndentDemocratic member of thellouse
said that in the efforts of the President to alienate
the Stalwart wing of his party, to whom he was
certainly inaebted for his elevation to the position,
there were being sown the germs of discontent
which, in his opinion, would jet result in the
formation of an independent party, wherein would
be found the opportunity of the Southern inde-
pendents to contribute to a national victory that
would revolutionize aud sweep out of existence the
two great parties of y.

A Whole Family Itiirncd to Death.
London, May 1G. --A fire has occurred

on Portobello road, London, by which father,
mother, aud four children were burned to death.

OPINIONS IN TOm
VIEWS OF GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS.

Utterances of Stalwarts Who F.-T-or CoBklinj'g
Side of the Case What "The Republican's"

Reporters Gathered Last Night
A Division of Sentiment.

Last evening the only topic of convers-
ation on the streets and in the lobbies of the ho-
tels was the New York resignations. A prominent
Republican was button-hole- d latnight
and asked his views on the sensation of the day
and its probable result. Said he : "You appear to
have overlooked the fact that Mr. Conkling has
nevcrentered any contest in Congresswifhoutbtang-perfectl-

sure of his ground. My recollections are
to the effect that he also knows his opponent's
strength in advance. Unless I am greatly mis-
taken in my estimate of the Republicans of the
State of New Y'ork, his course in opposing the
nomination of Robertson will be so strongly in-
dorsed that the party throughout the country will
be fully convinced that Mr. Conkling but repre-
sented the views of the great mass of the Repub-
licans of New Y'ork in the course he has pursued
in regard to the collectorship."

A Republican Senator who has thus far fought
shy of declaring his position in the contest over
the New Y'ork appointments was next subjected to
the interviewing process. After declining to ex-
press an opinion as to the merits of the New Y'ork
nominations, he said that, under the existing state
of affairs, of courseit would be inexpedient to press"
the election ofofficers until there was a full Senate ;
that assurances had been received from Demo-
cratic Senators that they were perfectly willing to
allow this matter to rest until next December;
that it was his opinion that the nomination of
Robertson would probably come up to-d- and
be confirmed and that of Chandler
that the rejection of the latter under the present
Democratic majority in the Senate was a foregone
conclusion."

Next a leading Democrat of the Senate gave hi3
views on the situation about as follows :

"I have watched with much interest the pro-
gress of the President's effort to break down Sena-
tors Conkh'ug and Piatt. As a matter of party
policy from a Republican standpoint the wisdom
of the administration cannot be complimented, for
the very men who contributed most to the
late Republican victory have been singled
out to be slaughtered even before the new
President has fairly gathered up the reins
of power. Of course on our side of
the Chamber we are prepared to assist at this
auto da fc, as it renders our road in 1SSI smooth
traveling. While my sympathies, individually,
arc with Senator Conkling, from a party standpoint
I regard the whole affair as a big free show, where
we Democrats have reserved front seats, and are
prepared to applaud liberally the success of either
of the combatants."
& Othermembers of theSenatewereapproachedon
the same subject, and. while the majority were un-
willing to talk freely.yet the weight of opinion was
against the President. The Demoerats.of course.arc
much pleased with the prospect of a division in tlie
ranks of their opponents, but at the same time
they are apprehensive that the action of the New
York Senators will bring the issue to a more
speedy conclusion than is desirable. They are in
favor of keeping up the war and separating the
divided factions more widely.

Meeting a prominent Senator, a reporter asked
him the usual question.

"Now. look here," was the rejoinder," I don't
wish to be interviewed, but I will talk to you per-
sonally. I think the President has made a mis-
take. He sent in a bad nomination, aud
has shown lack of discretion in not with-
drawing it. The matter has now assumed
a phase which, to say the least, is serious, and the
final outcome no man can predict. The party
must staud together, and either Garfield or Conk-
ling must receive the support of the party in this
conflict. At the present time the President has
the advantage ; but it is doubtful whether he can
retain it. There are certain circumstances just at
present in his favor, but when these are past
it is not likely that he will be
sustained by the party in the conflict
witli the New Y'ork Senators. There is one thing
certain, the fight does not terminate with the con-
firmation of Robertson. A breach has been mado
in the party ranks, and it is highly probable that
this will be closed up, leaving the President stand-
ing alone."

"You think, then, that the course of the Presi-
dent is in opposition to the sentiment of the
party?"

" I do, most assuredly, ne has made the nomi-
nation ofthe New York collector a personal mat-
ter, andiu so doing merits and will receive the op-

position of the Republican party."

"DEAD AGIN THE PRESIDENT.

Tlie Drift of Gotip Anions; Hie Oflicials
as Cnujrlit liy a Reporter.

The senatorial sensation was the only
subject of conversation yesterday in official cir-
cles. The business of the Departments were laid
aside, while all engaged in the discussion of the
topic of the hour. Not even the result of the Na-tion- al

elections excited tlieabsorbinginterest which
the proceeding at the Capitol elicited. From
the highest official down to the messenger tho
resignations of the two Senators were talked about
with more or less intelligence. After the fact had
become pretty well established, the question that
arose was, "What does Conkling mean?" and
then, "What will be the effect upon the party?"
A Retcblican reporter browsing around col-
lected the general drill of opinion. Said
one prominent official : " Conkling has, shrewdly
taken the strong position. His resignation was
the most emphatic method of expressing his oppo-
sition to the nomination of Robertson. He has
done all he could in opposition to it, and now if
the Legislature indorses him he will have the great
State of New Y'ork behind him."

A group of bureau officers were discussing the
matter. Said one, " Well, I don't see what Conk-
ling means by this step."

"It is plain euou!;h," rejoined another. "He
places it within the powerof his Legislature to de-

termine whether the policy of the New York Sen-
ators of op;K)Silion to the Robertson nomination
shall be sustained by them. The will
probably both Senators."

"Yes," put in a third, "that is all very well to
talk about ; but it should he remembered that the
session of the Legislature Is now near its close.
The members are scattered, and before the eight
days expire, when the successors of the Senators
can be elected, the Legislature will probably ad-

journ. Their if at all, is by no means
an immediate event."

The construction placed ujion the action of the
New York Senators, that it was their last protest
against the nomination of Robertson, seemed to be
the generally-accepte- d one. When they came to
discuss the effect upon the party, the character of
the conversation assumed a more serious tone. It
was the opinion that the President had made a
grave mistake in peiistingin such a course.

"Why," said one, "it is evident that the con-
firmation of Robertson is only possible by the votes
of Demi-orat- s and those Republican Senators who
expect favors Irom the A full and frco
expression of opinion on tre part of the Senate is
impossible under the ci:cuinstn;ees. When the
Is not so much expected from the President as now i

ami that time is not long distant he will lindi
himself without a punv and without support."

"What makes you think so?" queried there-- f

porter.
" Became the nomination is evidently purely

one, and the antagonism to the New York
Senators is personal. The principle envolvcd is a.

vital one, and in the matter of Garfield vs. Conk- -
lirj tlie latter has the strongest ease. If the Presi-

dent had made a nomination which did
not have this personal character, even if
Conkling had opposed it, he would have been
supported b the sentiment oT hc Senate and the
countrj. In the present case f.ll ih is reversed."

While tne officials talked trcely they iusisted
upon not being quoted iu iic newspapers, as the
general d.ift of opinion was dead agin" the
President. The icasc: - for preserving their

were at once evident.

Hon Ibe Xew York X.cciiIature Stautt.
The complexion of the New York

Legislature, winch will now be called upon to
elect two United States Senators, is taken from the
Tribmic Almanac, is as follows: Senate Republi-
cans. 25; Democrats, S. House Kepublicans, SI;
Democrats, 47. Republican majority on joint bal-

lot, 31.

What David D:ui Says.
In an interview last night Senator

Davis, of Illinois, takes ground with Senator Conk-

ling, and comments his action in strong terms
He says Conkling is as t above the other Sen-

ators as Webster was iu his day.

w

M

is

i !

j

II

'i

"


