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THE STARVATION PERIOD,

Biraits 4o which the Confodarate Soldievy were
Reduesd Toward the Cloge of the War,

The Last Winter of the Army of North-
ern Virginia,

Blirring Insidents Oraphioally Desoribed of the Saver
Hardships in the Fisld.

Bpoiled Christmas Boxes and o Dresry
New Yenr's Day.

Written for The Republican by Thomar J. merr'
{nte lientenant commanding Company K, 1 Light
Dattery Regalars, €5 A,

The trup history of the army of Northern
Virginia will porhops nevor bn writtan, The
roports of commanding and subordinate gon-
erals tell of the diréotion of sareh, tho sira-
teglo objects, the numbers .nm.ﬁ, and the
number of killed aud wounded, but they do
not relate the lougings and fenrs, the camp
life, and the daily routine of the great mass
who make up an army, and who figure flove
aftor & grand battle ne “killed, wounded, and
eaptured,)! Their ia ne special notice of those
as desorving of rownrd and promotion, and
thougn every man has proved himself n hero
in the stoutly contested fight, the bulletin of
battles makes them but heroos in the mnes,
withoutindividunldistinetion, If butonesol-
dior in oeach rogiment in our late grond
pasingo at arms had kept n faithful diary of
what passed undor bis observation, and
theso diarles should be submitted to a com-
potent writor for digestion and revision, n
history of the Inte civil war wonld bo the re-
shlt sueh ns nover béforo was written. 1
propose hero to give my rocollections of the
winter of 1664-5 in Loe's army, cspecially
with n view to the hardships endured by the
ik aud file. And surely bhero is nothing
in the sufforing of Valley Forge that ean sur-
pasd in intepsity of iuterest, or reality of
r:li]\mtlon. the plain, bluat facts I have to

In the wintur of 1864-5 Log's nrmy, after
haviug walluntly sustained the crushing
blows dealt by the army of tho Potomag at
the Wilderness, Spotsylvania, nud Cold Hue-
bor, lay sullonly watohful bn‘niml thi forcid-
cationd of Richmond and Petersburg.

The beginning of the ond had come, the
muscles of tho strong ginnt woere becoming
flacid, the long continued sirain upon this
Lruve narmy woas beginning to tell npon its
strangth, and all this was patent to not only
the commnnding officers, but to tho privates

in tho ranks, 1t s » matter of history with
what determined yalor and desperate reaoln-
tion the siege of Richmond and Patersburg

was sustained, yot it would bo with diifloulty
rouligod by on outsider how great was the
suffering and privation moong the remnnot of
Levo's voterans from the beginning of the sioge
to the floal overthrow at Appomattox. For
over a your prior to the investient of Poters-
burg the troops fhad been insuiliciontly sop.
plicd both as to food and olothing, and the
only thing of which there wis an sbundance
was amimnunition, and this last fact was the
key to the prolongation of the hopoless con-
test, After Gen, Grant cut the Weldon rond
near Pelersburg, the only railvond lines that
could be depended on for obtaining
army  supplies were tho  Danville
nud Bouthwside lines, nud the irons on these
wera so hadly worn, and the rolling stock was
80 utterly d llﬁlllllﬁd. that searcely enough
conld be brought of meal and meat from the
fortile fields of the Carolinas and of Georgin
to kocp the army alive from day to day, In-
dood, 1f n bridge broke down or & looomotive
was disabled on thess'toads oflieérs and men
of the army wore at once piut upon short com-
mous and compelled to bo sstisfled with s
muu]{or dele of cornmenl and' sorghum for s
couple of duys nt o time, for meat of no kind
wuos kept in store; and even those who were
fortuniato enough to be able to command
abundunce of mouoy were unable to procure
tho food which nature eraved,

Tho meual ratiou issued at this time to men
and officers consisted of one pound of corn
meal (cobs and corn ground up together), a
quarter of & pound of bacon, or threo-quartors
of s pound of fresh beef. Occasionally s
snll quantity of beans or rico was lssued,
nnd whon meat failed (which happencd very
ofton) & pint of sorghow was substituted. 1
might fay here that the commissioned oficers
had this ndvantsge over the men in the
ranks, that thoy wore permitted to buy a
ration at vost to the government us well ns
draw o ration froe of cost. Buat even thun
tho full smonnt of food drmwn would not give
& squars meal to o hearty man,

Largo numbers of tho troops were withon t
blankets, ovorcoats,'and shovs, and thoss dos
inf daty in the trenches were compolled to
gliift clothing about' to keep from freczing,
thoso going off duty lending their blankets to
tho relief, while they in turu mousged to
shiver the bleak nights awsy belore the
bivonae fires, Think of the condition of
thede men, when, Lo, they wore in hourly
expootution of assault and econflict, In fuct,
during thet tervible winter, Loe's nrmy wis
constuntly freosivg and hungry, and is it to
be wondered ut, whon, in addition to bodily
discomtort of the most exeruciating ehnrae.
toy, news of coutinned reverses in othoer parts
of the confoderasy depressed thnir‘spirlu. the
troops deserted  in crowds?  The arwy
of  Northern Virginis was  in the
main  wn imulllqum body of men, They
could well welgh in the balanco the chances
of the suvcess of the onnse, They woere vob-
arung, and were by events neither uuduly
eluted nor deprossed, They saw plainly in
that last winter that passod over thew as an
organizsd army that there was not a glimmer
oven of hopo for the success of the caus for
which they had battled so oft nud so bravely,
ond Lhe only alternative secmed to by sur-
render to the enewy or & rotrest to the
wountuing, there to wage a despernto aud
hopeless guerilln warfure. Aund yot, hoping
nguwinst hapo, lﬂ.-eaiur. starving, and antfors
ing, the majority of thal gallant bund clung
to the * bluc-uruuglal aaltire" with an undy-
i:l %uvuuun that I8 pathetio to veenll even at
this dny.

What hus bean writton above is nocossary
to expluin what follows,

Bomu threo woeks before New Year's duy
1806 thd Richmond newspapers proposed thnk
ovory ono in the eonfederacy who wis nble to
do so should forward to Richmond clothiuy
or food to b distributed to the army in order
that w portion ol the wen it least wight onoce
fool wari, sud lve s goud, square, comforta-
blo senl, Conmunittoss ware appointed to
tilko chargo of the matter, and depots were
catnblished for the recoption of tho wvast
amount of anpplies which would bo necessary
to satisly the furocious mppetites of 40, (0K
sturving soldiers, Alas! thess depots and
committecs were but of little avuil, "The
punrlu would no doubt have went wll that they
conld spare from homo necossitics, but lne
‘of transportation wad the difouity. Tons
upon  tons of the good things of lif,

pucked up upou the platforms of il
way deputs in  the extrome southern
states rottod and spoiled beeause thero was no
tesnsportation for them to the men who woro
holiling st bay in Virginia the lealons of the
north, 11 there had not boen u grave undog-
curront—a tragic elewent in the matter— it
wonld have beou shsoiutely ludierons te wit-
ness the glow of satisfuetion whioh peryaded
the army when tho iotelligence that n fuise
was in atore for them arrived, and that prep-
arationd therefor wers wotively in progross.
Nothing elie wis tilked of, snd it was for-
veutly praved chat Gen, Grant woulld Kewsp
his men quivk, st loaat, uptil the biuguet to
bo spread was disposed of.

Two or threo days aftor Christmos huge
boxos, labuled “Now Year's kit bugas 1o
urrive st Petersburg on the traiis, sod  ex-
pociation rau high, o wateh the eobute-
panced of tho rion at tho dopots wi wn abso.
luto corroboration of the saying that “the
bolly rales the mind.” ‘Thebuildings (tobacoa
faotories eestwhilo) where the provisions wore
slorod wore walched by vager crowds, who
liekod thetr chops in anvicipation of the geod
things o eomo. Now Year's duy dawowd
brighs, clear, and cold, and the commissarics,
with thelr wagons, were early agog to procure
the quote of previstons for thelr regimuonts,
But even provious to this time, it had leakod
el Wi uot oue-fouril enoush of

[
providfons togo round, So thatk thsre wiasome
what of ezollamost, ne for a lottory, Tho |
oowsm lumhries wore confident (oo, sagh onp |
endeavaring to do hils loval bust in obtnining
all ke coald far his owun vorpe.  Thio commit-
toetian At the depots, however, wors anything
bt cheotial facus, for the lust box had
nrflved wnd on womputation (U was ascer-
tluwed that there wora nok provisions enough
on hand to feed opostwantioth of the nrmy.
Hore was u serlons dilemiun.  The troops
wore dewriing nph"i' their hopos of k fesst

boei excited, aud it was of the utmost
Imiportnncs that thelr morale should not be
furthar lowored by disappofntment,

An tho boat that conld bo done under the
olreumstances 18 was at longth determined
that n proportionnts amonni be sant to each
rogiment, and thal the men be allowed to
dispods of the swhount of provision ad they
might soo fit, althor by lottery or othorwise,
Whon the commissarics returned with thoie
quotag & disappolntmoent almoest too deop for
expresaion broodwl over the eampy, and fjt
wits anly by tho argtimonts sod stronuois ox-
ertlons of the ofMlecrs that serious conkgs
guonces were averted, Togive an idea of the
quantity of provisions distributed, one bat-
talion of 350 meén, which obtained ita full
uhinrn, wore fumll}md with three torkoyw,
two hinmns, two bushels of potatoes nnd turnips,
and about w doxen lends of eabhage—
not enough, by the way, to aflord a
sygunre monl to o singlo eompany. The only
woy ta distribute the nmonunt recoived was by
milie, and ovon eonceding the selfislinoss of
hunger, the fortunate campany coitld searcely
cnjoy thele good luck whon they rememberod
the hungry oves of thoir comrndes in the
battalion fixod upon thom.

Tosuoh a pass hod the people of Virginia

boen  brought, that they conld nob muster
sfficient provisious to afford ono meal to
those who represonted then on the battle
fleld, Thero ls ane télling splsods eonnvotod
horewith that the war historians have either
not got hold of or have ontirely iguored,
1 1On Now Year's night, 1865, an armed body
of about 500 men, among whom swere eom-
misstoned officers in diagulse, lofk thelr posts
on the advaneed Hies of  works, and, marehe.
ing into Potersburg, overpowared the guard
at tho governmont mills, which wero within
300 hundreed yands of Gen. Leo's headquar-
tors, noed procoeded to holp themselves to
the geain and flour stored  thore for an emer-
geney. The matinecrs had cut off the bar-
rulg of their rifles so ns to make blunder-
busaos of them, aud hiding thom uodor
their conts had been able by twos and
throes to pass the roar line and ren-
deavous nt  the mills, which were
situnted in Biandford, a suburb of Potershurg,
ua abovo statod,  Fortunately before wattors
bad procesded to any great longth, the com-
mandant of prisons, Capt, Chas, A, Davidssn
(now dend -r-a ), woa notified, snd ho marched
with o strong detsthmeut of the proveat
guard (the Irish battalion) to the scene of
notion, Davidson wis o judicions and deter-
mined officer, and after londing his mon to the
door of the mills lio held u parley with the
mutineers. For a long time they wore doaf
to all remonstrances, urging thut they wore
starving and might just as well die by bullet
and bayonet as by starvation. But Davidson
in an eloguent sud fecling harauguo suec-
coeded fn gaining an ascondaney over the
greator portion of the mob, and seizing the
wopor momoent ho made o dash with a por-
liun of hiscommand, and after a brief strug-
gle, in which n dozen or more on both sides
wera injured, sucoeeded in nrresting tho ring-
lenders (two of them eommisaloned officers)
and dispersing the remainder,

Gien, was well aware to what extremi-
tics theso men were roduced to indnce them
to sot thuy mutinously, and the matter was
hushoed up as soon ss poswsible, and not one of
the parties engoaged in the raid sanffered any

unishment, with the excoption of the ring-

endors, who were imprisoned for a short tune

until the affair blew over. Thesa troops who
noted thus were not conseripts, but veternnn—
men who had stood up stoutly in mauy s bat-
tlo—and it may well be seen that nothing bhut
oxtromo privation could have so fur mnde
them lguore their discipline and thele duty
to their conntry.

Sueli wos the Inst New Yonr's day that
shone upon the army of northern Virginia as
an organized h::f

1t {s {o the credit of the army of northeea
Virgiunla, that, desplte thoir protracted sufes
I?]B" of which this New Year's incidemt
affords a passing piotire, and  tho lossea of
battle, out of an army of HM,000 men, Gen,
Lo wos able to muster 25,000 (nrmed and un.
armed) at the surrender at Appomattox. This
fuct spesks volumes for the patience, tonacity,
and endurance of thy American people, and Is
nsubjeot of proper pride to any citizen mno
mattor on which side he fought, or what may
be his convictions upon the guestions af issuo
in the coutest,

ON THE RIVER,

A Cup for the Potomane Hegntta from Bal-
timore—Boating Netes.

Mesars, Jumes D, Mason & Co,, of Baltimora,
huve presented for the Potomue river regatia
o beautiful aud mussive silver cop as one of
the trophied of the regattn. This cup will by
#s handiome &8 any of the others, and will be
the third one already presented for this ooes.
sion, and the committe are very sanguine that
they will seeure the fourth, They have not
yot determined in which race this enp will be
put up, but will decida in s fow days.

Wheeler, Ryan, Hakor, and Fraser mado a
fast four from the Potomacs last evening. It
is protty well sobtled thut they will constitute
the senior four,

The Auslostnns havo o gig crew in training
‘which it i tho intention of tho club to entor
in tho 1ace for tho four-oared gigs,

On Mondsy evening noxt Kenoedy, the Po-
tomne's trainer, will aunonoes his varfous
crows, nhed will take personal charge of them,
with their quarters ot the Morgan house,

It is to be regretted that the Potomnes have
not s four-onred gig, 04 they have so man
superfluous onmmon st this thooe in thnmng{
tralning from whom a fonr could be selected
which would do eredit to tho elub in the gig

oo,
All of tho elubs wore well represented by
their racing erows last ovening.

-
THE NATIONAL RIFLES,

Boslness Tra at Thelr Regalar
Mouthly Meeting Last Night.

Tha Rifles held their rogulsr monthly
mecting 1nat ﬂl‘nuing, sevently mombers an-
sworlug to thelr namoes ab voll eall, The ro-
erniting comnlttee roported favoral ly oo the
wpplications of seven geotlewen for active
weniborslidp in the command, aud thoy were
duly elected. The following gentleman were
on thelr application elected honorary rien-
bers: Henvy K. Willurd, Willlam Dioty,
Jolin B, Deady, Charles 5. Douglass, Robert
B Boyd, Jamues G, Smith, Roderick F. Dan-
forth, Denuls 1. King,aod Lonis Selimidt, also
Mr, George I, Buckluy,of Philsdelphin, A spe-
clul vommittes ol ive was ereated to bo Kknown
s the comwities on amusamoents und enter-
luinmonta fur the coming souson. Lisud,
George W, Hvaus was unsulmously olected
chairman of tho committon, and wus granted
tho pewer Lo select the other members of the
commities, The cotnpany unanimonsly de-
elined, with courtoous thanks, the invitation
to participate In the Oriole cclobration in
Baltimore Bopt. 11, aud the seerelary was so
justructed to notify the echairian of thoe
Uriale committes, Thoe invitetion from the
Balgimore and Ohlo railway for free trans-
arlation of the communid aud (s band to and
totn Baltlmors on the above ocission was
Lilkswise doclinnd with thanks,

Bitten h} " Du‘._.

A lnrge and vielous dug attacked Mr, Grant
Pariah, of tho Fost, while staudiog in front
of the Congrossions] hotel, corive of Naow
Jursoy avonue aml B streots southeast, last
ovening sl bit iy severely on the nose
and fheo, My Parlsh repaiyed to the olfive

of ey Deandl;, wnd bad hls wounds, which
woere gulte puinful, witendod to,

1ol

— . =

Wiuo lias not seon the falr, fredh young girl
truanformed n o fow mouths inte tho pale,
haggard, dispirited woman ¥ The sparkling
ayes ave dimmed, and tho ringiog laugh hoard
no move, Too often the cunios are disordurs
of tho syatem which Dr, Plorco’s * Favorite
Proseription " would remedy in a short time,
Hemembor that the * Favorlts Predcription
will unfuilingly cure all * forale wosk nesses,”
wnd restore health wod beauty, By wil deog-
wlste, Bend three stumps for Dr. Ploreo's

IN THE ARCTIO SEAS,
Work of the Signal Servics in the Polar
Regions

Report of Lileul, Powell—{Mservations
Mnade and Gennd Sighits Witnessold,

"Work of tho signal service in the Aretio
rogiona’” is the title of the combined reporia
of Liout. Joseph 8, Powell, Mr, W, M Booba,
and Livat, P, Henry Hay, just isdued by the
chiof aignal officor of the army, Lieut,
PPowell's report s vory eomwprehonsivo nnd
complote, and contains longitudingl compari-
sonk, nnd other interesting astronomical and
moleorologieal  wtatistics, The expedition
undor eominnan d of Licut, Powell sailed from
Ban Francisco Juno 24, 183, on the clinriered
sohivoner Loo for the yallof of the Polut Har-
row, Almka, party. Head winds and gnles
were encotntored during the possage noross
the Pacifie, and tho Shumnagin lelands wore
not sightod untit July 14, Thon after oncoiint
oring dense fogs and henvy galos during whioh
thy vessel was imperiled, she finnlly tnde
for 81, Miclinel's, » station of the Alnska Fur
company, for the purpose of sovuring the
sarvicon of » cook, tho original cook lhaving
boon taken soriously ill during tho voyage.
S, Michuel's was renchod July 96, nud afver
much pormussion & native named RKan-u-ark
was ahipped an eabin boy. Thoe difieuity in
shipping » native wus duo to the fuct that the
nows of the loss of tho Jeunnette bud reschod
the people and they were loth to venture
wbrond in the white man's ships,

The roport says: * The savage man all the
world over is prone to superstitions fours, and
it ismotat all to o wondered at that tho
slmple native of these shores should be eons
sidernbly impressed when he seed the mighty
*Oominks”® of the whito man go away in tho
gloom of the mysterious north acd roturn no
more, A jealous s;irit secms to the poor na-
tivo to relgn over thess gloomy solitudes,
who will ot pormit the secrets of his realm
to be explored with fmpanity, and when the
milh}y ‘Tungah' soizes upon the Iarge ves-
sels of the white man, and dashes thom to
piecos in his anger, terror thrilla through the
poor suvage, and he refises to venturo within
the reach of the Laleful power of the oy
north, so potent for ovil."

8. Mi I8, ns its nomeo fmplies, s not a
colony. The only whites thero are the agent
for the Alnaln Fur company, his wife, one ns-
siatant, and the United States wenthor ob-
server.  As tho vessel sailed into the harbor
Ao wae greeted with a saluto by mountain
bowiteors, Upon reuching Bohring sea the
vessol encountered o heavy gale, with weathor
80 thick as to prevent further progress. On
the morning of the fourth day, while making
for Plover bay, n steamer was sighted, which
proved to be the revenuo eutter Corwin,
which eamo alongside and towed tho Leo np
the bay. After soveral days, buffoting the
clemonts, the harbor of Port Clurence was
finally mado, and " not & moment too soon,”
sayy the report, “for the gulo increased in
fury, and had we stlll been oxposed to it off &
loe shore the Leo would have ondod her voy-
age then and there sud all on board gono to
tho bottom."

The wind wis estimated as blowing seventy
miles an hour, aud the sea ran so high thas
bad the ship strocke she would have been
dushed to pieces in o few minutes, After
remsining st thut anchorago for three days
the oxpedition sailed on itse way to Point
Barrow, passing through Bebring strait on
the morning of July 14, and crossing tho
Aretie circle the samo day. Cape Lishurne,
the northwestorn poiut of Awerien, wis
sighted on the fourteenth, and on the twonty-
first the vessel came to auchor off the supply
atution at Ooglasiule. Tho supplies were un-
loaded snd the orew visited the station.

Tho wugnetie instruments in uso thers are

bifilar. All the buildings about tho stution
are substautial, sud tho dwelling houso is
vory comfortable. No  sickness ocourred
nmong the station. men during the winter,
which is duo E‘li’lb]"«' tho stringent rules
onforeod by Liouts liflys in charge, relutive
to exereise, Thoe winttr had been long and
sovore, and hourly meteorclogioal observa-
tions wore begun Oct. 17, and lourly mag-
notic on Dee. 1. Tho magnetic work wis eae
pecinlly trying during the very cold weathes,
for dalicate instruments had to be manipn-
latod and rend in temporatures sometimos ns
low na 45° below zero. At such times it wona
almost Impossible to toneh brass or other
motals with the ungloved band, From Deo,
1, 1851, to Aug. 1, 1a82, aver 00,000 readings
of the magnetic fustruments alone wore re.
corded, aud & similsr awount of woteorvlogi-
eal work dono,

Tho station 14 located on Cape Smith, & low
ridge fiflocn feot nbovo the water level, The
native villsge of Ooglaansle, containing abont
20 *igloos " aud 150 inhabitants, 4 aitusted o
half mile o the southwest, [Molut Barrow is
ten miles to the mortheast, The only vege.
tutlon is patohes of sickly green moss, lich-
gni and other cryptogamous growths, nnd o
few gimplo Howers. During eight monthis in
the year the earth is frozen, and during the
romaining four months it thaws to o depth
of one foot from the surfece, and bufuw
that depth remains  pormasestly  iro-
sen  probably 160 to 200 feet, The
longth of duys and nights vary from soventy-
two days to a8 many minulos, The tempers-
ture in supiner rarely renches G0% nond then
at any timo & snow Storm may cosar, The
lowest temporsture exporicuced was 60° bo-
low zoro,

A threo day gale oconrred in Jauuary, dur-
ing which the wind reached o velocity of 104
miles nn bour. Sand sud conrse gravel were
carried along iu clouds, and wood apd jron
Jdooked a8 if 1t bad been subjocted to u stron
scouving process, being worn snd pul ished!.
Exposed gluss wus ground #o os to bo almost
opuque, sud the ies at sen, which previously
seomed ns lmmovable na the laud, wus broken
up into fengmenis,

“The song of this fey sea, says Licut,
Powell's report, “Is n vory peculiar one, It
ia not loud, yet it van be heard to a groat dis-
tance; it is noither & surgo nor s swash, but a
kind of wlow, erashing, groaniug shricking,
sotnd, in which sharp, silvery tnklos mingle
with the low, thunderous wvudertone of o
rodhing tempest. It improsses one with the
e of nearness wnd  distanco at the same
time. When this confused tautusia is howrd
from afar through thoe stillnes of this Arctle
zono, tho offoct i strangely woird and solomn
—u if it wore tho distpot hum of an setive,
living world breaking neross tho boundarivs
of silenoe, solitude, and death,”

The sun set on Nov, 16 and did not rise
agaio until Jeo, 22, remsiving bolow the
horizon for seventy-two days, Ou May 14
tho sun consed to sot, and from that day until
July 20 there was continual duy, Auroral
displays were numerous and beight.  Onsuch
ovcaslons the sky bocamo ' n gorgoous canopy
of flunes, all splendor, eolor, and motlon,
Bilvery rays, with golden bases, sud fringed
with gold or omuerald groon, danced and
whirled around the zenith, aud brond curiains
of light flung nerosa the sky in every form of
gruceful curve snd convolution, shonlk raln-
bow thuts from every fold, and the beholder
:aiu:.-smu 'bowlldurud aud lost in daealing bril-

nuoy,”

Licut, Ray, In making a trip southward in
March, discoverpd o large river lowing in o
nartheasterly dirootion amd emptylog into
Deaso lnlet, which wisa named .\lnadn river,
ater Gen, Meuds, The Esquimnux, who In-
habie that part of tho country, are callpd In-
nuits;, from thoe native word “inpuine,”
meaning “men of people.” ‘Thon follows an
interesting skotch of thelr peculinritics and
Linbita,

On Sondsy anchor was weighed und the
homoward voyngo bogan, Reaahing St Law-
FONCE hui:' many historieal reminiscenoos
of the burnlug of the United States
steamor  Rodgers, of the  Jeannette
relief expedition, were  observed, 'I'he
natives eame op board elothed fn sonie of the
npparel loft thom by the officers aud erow of
that fll-fated vessel. Soveral lind rocom-
meudations from  the Rodgers party, aud in
complinnce with requests mndo theroin saoh
ane was supplled with tobaceo, bread, snd
molesscs, Aflor u vo yugo of Lardships Han
Francisco was reachad o, 2,

The reporta of Liout. Ray, of the work st

trautise on Divowses on Women (06 o).
Addross World's Modios! Asseelation, uﬂhto,

H! x‘

Polny Barrow, and of Mr, Boobo, of the reliof
sxpeditien (0 Lady Freanklia bay, are both

\

the unifilar (declinomaotey), dip direle, aud

aomplete and Intoreating, and Indieato that
the povernment work fu the Avotics ls pros
grossiong favorably.

et —
INTERVIEW WITH A SNAKE,

An Intevesting Bli of Information About
tho Xew Speclmen of the Dart Specles
at the Nntlonal Munssnim.

After a dusty tramp throtgh the hot sun a
roportor of Tun ReErunticax yostorday on-
tored the national museum, and sceostlug an
nttondant at the door inguirod for nows,

“There's nothing vow bers,” wad the an-
wwer, “anless you ean gob an intoryiew with
the 'Acontina Molongeis.'"

“Tho what 7' exclaimed the roporter, gasp-
ing for breath,

"Ihe dart suake.  The little chinp in amon
the Inte arrivals, and moy have somothing o
Intereat to sy of his tenvels,  Come over and
L will introdaes you"”

Following, the reporter wiss goon halted at a
tablo whero his snakeship was eolled wronnd
nopmnll stako in o gloss jor, sod the intros
duction took place.

"I some from Sonth Afrien,' ko said, un-
loning hi4 short, brown sealed  bBody froim tho
stiske, “and out thora oue raco s clodely
wllied to the eard family., 1 was nsleop
when thoy eaptured o, and  know very lit-
tlo of my journov, as thoy gave me somothing
that mado me stapid and drowsy, and 1 sup-
pose 1 slupt all the way hore"

“Fhoy drugged yoiu probably," the reporter
muprestoed,

“Perhaps #o," was the sad rexponse. *'1
have Lieard of such things. Oh, desr, 1 wish
I was hame agaln, 1 shall dio hore,"

“Why do you thiok sot"

“Boeause I ueod exercide, company, sun,
and alr,”

*INd you lonve s family bohind ¢

“Yos, n wifu and three ohildron. T heard
that the mon tried to eapture thom also, but
they got away,”

“Huow did you Hive when at home ¥

“In the trees mostly, Wo used to coil
aroutid n Thinb snd watoh Ffor smnll animils
below aud  dart down sod secure them for
foud whon Lungry. We nover dil so unioes
hungry, und never sought fight unless dia-
trbed by somncaggeavabing cause. Tho raea is
not vory oxtonalve, but we can take oars of
ourselyes. Dat oxeuse mo now, 1 most talko
anap,” wod toeking his hoad undes his eoil
again ho retired to the land of droams. The
snnke is very small and sickiy,and is not ox-
pected to live vory long.

-— -

Buy the Longfellow Cigars, Sold by all
dealers,

ot e e
SIIPPING NEWS.
Arrival and Departure of Vesmicls at the
River Front.

The fullowing new nrrivals st the wharves aro
reported by Harbormaster Sutton: Barge Ex-
ohange, Smith, 112 tons conl, Johnaon Brow,;
barge Maggio B. Fox, 112 tons eoal, Potomnn
Stoambont conpany; schooner Virginis Dare,
Delanoy, 101 tons eonl, Clarke & Given ,
schooner Nellio Htar, Soulo, 1,100,000 laths:
Johnson & Wimsatt; schooner Ionns, Curloy,
120 tons conl, Wm. H. Baum; schooner Till-
nian, Hiarper, 80,000 feot lnmbaer, T, W, Smith;
schoonor Ann Turner, Marshall, 100,000 feot
lumbar, city doealors; sohoouer Sarah Jane,
Shuma, 160 bushels oystors, markot,

AT GEORUETOWN,

Arrived: Behooners Harbison, Hickman,
, Hight.

Sailod : Sehoonors Willinm R, Huston, Chad-
wick, for Boston ; Charles N. Simmons; Bab-
butt, for Providenco; Willinm H, Jordan,
Thrasber, for Boston; Willinm O, Snow, Kelly,
for Boston ; E. H, Cornell, Wylle, for Boston.

CANAL MATTERS,

Twenty-five boats arrived yestorday and
the following left here: Kirby and Hubert,
Richard Bender, Thres Hrothers, Exchauge,
(4. A, Posrre, Willinm Webster, A, Bhsmman,
Dr. Knott, R, P, Mason, Elboroy, Thowus
Fannon, Harry Freoland, C. W, Gshoru, Luoy
nnd Willio, Ruinbow, Park Apgoew, G, C I

White, Hollander, Sarah Kroom, M. Morsoy,
M. Gingvau,
Thomas H, Gibhs, Hunter Los, James A, Gur-

Kitty, Jumesa B, Thowns, E.

field, A. J, Clarke, Juniata, Eva, B. 1, Joues,
A. M. White, W. Doornor, Iowa, nud L. W.
Guinand,

e e
A NARRODW ES CADE,

An Eminent Lawyor Avolds Bolng Talked
to Doathh by n Loguacious Barber,

Judge Shellabarger, of the law firm of Shel-
Inbarger & Wilson, narrowly cscapod death
yestorday afternoon about 8 o'clock. e had
boen down town on  business, aud, being
anxions to get shaved bafore returning to his
office, dropped into w popiilar barbor shop, n
uew plaee to himsolf, howover, and directed
the only tonsorinl artist projent to **sorapn
him clear.” The wvencrublo judge, helng a
strunger, aud his munner so lmposiog, the
barber, gonerally o wost talkative foellow,
performed his dutics sod colleoted his foe in
silence, When the lawyor disappesred through
tho door s visitor, wha had happonod in weans
while, sald to the barber:

“Old mnny, do you know who that last cus-
tomor is 1"

“ No, iudeed,” the knight of the razor and
steap suswerad, " but he most be s big "'un,
a8 ho gave mo u quoarter. Who was ho "

' Why Shollabarger, the lawyer,"

“The man who figured in the star route
trials ¢

“The same,” snswared the visitor,

UWell, good heavens, | have missed o
ohones,” rosponded the barbor sinking into o
ohair, “if 1 had have kuown thae I'd a
lenrned all about the past, present, and futuro
of tho star routes bolore the lsther dryed on
that man's fage,"”

D

EveRYRODY prajses St Jaeobs Oil, from

youth to age, as the great pain oure,
= e

; EAST WASHINGTON.

Eureka council, Sons of Jonadab, held a
woll attended weeting st Washington hall
lust pight, An excellent gooldl of tho order
programms was rendered by moembers of the
ecouneil, ‘This council will celobrato its third
anpiversary by giving o complimentary en-
tertainment in thoir council chamber on
Thursday evening noxt,

Mr, Charles Morgan won last evening the
Inrgo hundsomo case of birds which Lins boon
displayod in the window of Mr, Williawm
Wagnur's store for some thmo.

A finn speoitoen of the plant ealled the pine
applo lily (Bilborges splenden) woas on ex-
hibition fn Dooley's drug store last nlght.
Thae flower 19 o beautiful Hght red, aud grows
from the senter of tho plant.

While engnged in digging a tronch on H
strect, near Eloventh, yestenday aftornoon,
My, Harey Herrold stvuck bis left foot with
a plokax, making o vory painful wound.

Thoe Hand of Hope, of Eaat Wuwahington,
coniposed of childron bebweon tho sgos of 5
wind 14 yours, under the supervision of Mra,
Dr. Rogors, held » Inrgely attonded and vory
intarcsting mooting st the Seamen's rotroat
lnst ovening. A number of beautiful tem.
perance sougs were sung by the little ones,
A Iarge nombor of new membors wors wd-
mittod, ‘Chis organisation has abous 1uo
mpmbors,

A number of porsons complain that a crowd
of young colored men congregato it the cross-
ings corver Foarth streot aud Ponsylvanis
avonue every night,

Mr. H. O. Emmons, seeretory of the SBea-
mon's rotreat, lins (lﬂ{ﬂ't‘ll on bebalf of that
institution o handsowo parlor organ to be
voted for at 10 conts o vote, The votes will
be counted on the evening of Oct 5, when
tho argan will bo awarded to the wiouor,

Thure nro soveral lurgo pilosof brokon stone
Iying inthe middle of tho roadway on South
Carolina avenue sauthesst, between Fifth and
Hixth strovwd, without lanterns to indieate
thoir presence. This i eriminal noglect ho-
oanso on sueh gloomy nights as are prevall-
ing now o serious nccldont may rosult to nunn
or Dimst.

Sh— o
T Ohio Ropublican nusociation will hold
o special meating Ssturday evoning, Sepl. &,
at T:80 o'cloek, nt Gmod Army ball, corner
Soventh and L straots northwost,
Transpartation to all points in Ohlo wilf ba
furnished pll members (o good standing, snd
thalr fumilios, at the rate of one-half fure for
round trip vickots, good for thirty dnyw,
Ohlonns wiihing to avall thewwselves of
this priviloge muit file tholr applications tor
memberalip, seenppanled by $1 initlation
fee, on or beloro Sept, 256, 18-,
Hospectiully, ViLrias LAweeNOn,

President.
By H. C, Mraurw , Becrolary.

’ TRAE GROWLERS,

A Decidedly Enjoyableo Entertainment by
This Soclety Last Night

A tin wign, bearing the logend, "'The
CGirowlors moot  hore tosnight,” hung in the
lower streot ontranco of tho hall of the
“Growlor's lodge No, 2, oorner of Ninth and
) streots, Inse night about 030 o’elock, and n
roporter of T Natronan Retunnicas,
following the many gontlenen whe ontered
the bullding, climbed two pairs of stalvs,
atd wilh  usheorgd  dnto an anto  room,
whers o Iuego  party  wan collooted
wniting for tho business meeting of the
lodge to cloas,  The doors were thrmwn
open at 045 o'cloek and the outalders ware
mimitted. The newly initiated mombors,
three in number, were found hanging over n
clothes line to dry in tho roowm alloted to
nowly admitted aspivants, After tho party,
which incladed wisitors from the Ordor of
Elks, Natlonnl Bifles, Washington Light In-
fantry, and Apollo Gles club, were il sented
In the ledge room praoper, the soeinl sedsion
wan enlled to ordor by Chairmunn Jenks, who
officlated geacofully.  Then followed two
hours of nndisturbed fun.  The oponing ode,
“As Long e the Mill Goos Round," sung
etanding, was followed by osongin Mr, J. 8
Thompson's happlest stylo, Prof. Alexandey
Simmons gavo s elever recitation and wits cu-
cored. During his spoaking thoe growlors’
band, hoaded 1: e, Parsona with a drom,

entored, coroating wvo  littls  awmusemont.
Gulthr  rolos, with clover songs, wore
glven by Mr, W, 1. Harding, and lovely

piuno wolos by HMenry Doner. Thors wis
tnstrumontal musio nlso by Moessrs, Rogerson,
Do Witte, and Helnling, nud othor fentures
cqually as Intorosting.  The scssion closed
about midnight, tho chalrman having only
one adeasion to request the aadiencs not to
walk on the coiling as they passed out,
-

Tho statomont thut the collision of herdie
No. Land Lansburg Broa! delivery wagon ot
Wednesduy was caused by earnloss driving
on the part of the herdie driver is said by
sovoral gentlemen who witnossed the eollision
to bo erroneons, and that the osrolesanoss of
the dolivery wagon driver, who came around
the cornor with his relos slackod, was the
onuEs,

B D e das DVES )
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Hear this all yo people, and give car
all yo invalids of the world: Hop Bitters
will make you well und to rejoice,

2 It shall eara all the lpvu le and put
sickness und suflering under l‘out.

3, Be thon not afruid when your fams
ily is sick, or you huave Bright's disease
or Liver Complaint, for Iop Ditters will
eure i‘ml.

4. Both low and high, rich and poor,
know the valuie of Hop Bitters for bilious,
nervous, and rhcumatic complaints,

6. Cleanse me with Hop DBitters and I
shall have robust and blooming health.

0, Add disease upon disease and let
tho worst come, Lam safe if 1 use Hop
Bitters,

7. For all my life have I been plagued
with sickness and sores, and not nuiil a
year ago was L eared by Hop Bitters,

8, He that keepeth his bones from peh-
ing frow rheumatism and neuralgia, with
Hop Bitters, doeth wisely.

9. Though thou hast sores, pimples,
froeckles, salt rheam, :.-r}'aipu'lu.s, blood
poisoning, yet Hop bitters will remove
them all.

10, What woman ig there, feeble and
sick from femule complaints, who desir-
eth not health, and useth Hop Ditters
and is made well,

11, Let not neglect to nuse Hop Bitlers
bring on serious kidney und liver coms
plaints,

12, Keepthy tongue from being furmred,
thy blood pure, and thy stomach from
indigestion by using Hop Bitters,

13, All my r!:l.ilJH and uches and disease
?n like chafl before the wind when 1 use

1op Bitters,

14, Mark the man who was nearly dend
and given up by the doctors, after using
Hop Bitters and becometh well,

15, Cease from worrving about nery-
onsness, general debifity, and urinary
trouble, for Hop Bitters will restore _I'll‘i_

IF EATING WERE A VELONY

IT COUTLD NOT BE MORE TERRIBLY PUN-
IBHED THAN BY THE TORTUKEM OF INDI-
GESTION, WHY ENDURE THEMY EVERY
DYEREPTIC KNOWS, OR OUGin 1o Kyow,
TIHAT TABIRANT'S SELTZER AVERIENT
I8 A HPECIFIC FOR THE COMPLAINT, WHy
THEN BUFFER? I'T' 18 BHEER FOLLY, SULL
BY ALL DRUGGINTS

R A SPCiFi Fui
H Epllepsy,

Spasnss, Conval-
HE Slekneay, 8., Vitus
Dunce,  Aleohoi-

trm, Oplum Eat-

‘ L ling, Syphillis,
Berofuls,  Kingn

H E n ' E Digeanes, Dyspwp-

wia, Norvousness,

Nevvoua Weakness, Bivaln Worry, Dlood Sores,
Billousness, Costiveness, Nervous Prostration,

i
MEamaritan, NOP 0 tn G Wondors
“I feel 1t 1 |I||l{m rcommond 1"

e, I, P, Loughlin, Clyde, Kansas,

ov. J, A, Edie, Beaver, Pa,

&#~ Correspondoncs freely nuawored, “a 8
Vor testiinonlals sd elreulars send stamp, (7)

At Druggiste. €. N, Orittenton, Agout, K. ¥,

B NE slong, Falling
Fil, Ugly Blood
(elol"[qlmﬁlnlalnjsux Haadache,
Rheumaotlsm,
Liduey Trovbles and Trregularitien, $1.50.
Dr. J, O, MeLomolu, Alexander Clty, Ala.
“It curod whire ],uh}{ali:lnn- Tallod,
Tho Dr, 5. A, Righmand Med. Co., 5. losoph, ito,
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