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had never heard it.
State of Lomisiana. “Then I must tell it to you,” he said,

throwing away his cigar, and taking a
$ of wine

Flighted a fresh cigar, and he related
to me as follows: s
.| ~“Four years ago this summer my
brother and two sisters visited me here
in . Florence. They spent two weeks
with me, and then gtarted for Venj
bythewnycholognqwbapthey
i {friends whom they were anxious to see.
I should have gone with them had 1 not
been: engaged upon work which I had
promiged to bave done within a given
rﬁno;muétl.';n.'emtbe'h'-z
work w or my brother expect-
edt'n'guuddblhnbytbehndsof
a friend who was shortly expected from
Rome, and it wasarranged that I should

'|bring it with me to Venice when I ﬁt

oot seourity | ready  to meet them there. My
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jmedicine. But on the following morn-

jing I felt able to start, and I did s0.—
{Upon reaching Pistoju I learned that
[there was no dilligence to leave before
fthc next day. I could not stand this—
I was already Lehind my time, and, if
jthe thing could be accomplished, I must
goon. There was a diligeuce under
|the shed, but no one to drive ig, * But
can't we hire some one?” I agked Ifsig-
nor will pay,” was the laconic reply.—
l()f course I will pay; and though the
sum charged was a pretty round one,
yet I did not hesitate. The lumbering
| vebicle was dragged out; four miserable
'lnuking borsesjwere attatched, and then

{# yoke of stout oxen hitched on ahead of

them. Two rough looking follows were
{provided, one as a vetturino} (postillion, )
and the other to drive the oxen. Thus
provided, I took my seat, and the dili-
gence started.

*“We were to cross the Appenines by
the pass of La Collina, and just begun
to ascend the rugged mountain path
when I heard s loud hallowing behind
and in a moment, the diligence stopped

“ What's the matter I asked poking
my head out through the opening by my
side.”

“Two men want to ride returned the
vetturino.

“But I have hired the dilligence, and
amin a hurry, so drive on. If they wish
to ride they must wait until to morrow.”

**But the drivers were not to be gov-
erned thus.”

‘1t won’t make a bit of difference,”
they said. *“We'll go just as fast; and
besides they will pay us something.”

By this time the cause of all the trouble
made its appearance in the shape of two
dark visaged, black-bearded powerful
men, who looked ugly enough for the
incarnation of murder. I recognized
one of them as a fellow whom I had seen
hanging about the hotel at Florence, and
the other I was confident I had canght

the yard at Pistoja.

“I was upon the point of speaking
when the ﬁnght occurred to ngz that
I had better keep my knowledge of the
Italian language to myself. Imight find
out the character of the fellows thus.—
I knew very well that farther remon-
strance would be useless for the drivers
were: stupidly hoggish, and the new ap-
plicants were clearly not men to be ar-
gued with. The door was opened, and
the fellows entered. I occupicd the
back seat, and they took the seat at the
other end, fixing themselves so as to
faceme. They looked at me outof wick-
ed eyes, and as they threw back their
short cloaks I saw that they were well
armed.
“ Hope we don’t trouble you?” said one
of them, in coarse Italian, as the dili-
gence started on.

“1 gazed inquiringly into his face,
but made noreply.”

‘“He rcpeated the remark.

“No comprehend, signor,” I said,
shaking my head. 2
“ Ah—English,” he suggested, with a
shrug of his shoulders.
“No—Irish,” I told him.
“Ugh!” he grnnted, with another
shrug of the broad massive shoulers,
and an awful scow! of the face.
“We had now begun to ascend the
mountain in good earnest, and our pace
was slow and lumbering. The fellow
who drove the oxen made noise enough
for an army, while the blows apon both
oxen and horses fell hard and thick, but
without wcomplilhini:nything. Had
I been alone I might have enjoyed the

ificient scenery which unfolded it-
below us as we crept up the Collina;
but as it was I could not think of any-
thing save the two men who had forced
themselves upon me. Pretty soon one
of them spoke, and though I appeared
not to notice them, yet I fonl;hee that

were watching me closely.

ﬂ'?"Dczm:h and ;:!gtmction!" he‘uttzr-
ed in his' own ton, “ we shall be
over the precipice if that drunken dri-
ver is not careful!”
“T read the fellow’s purpose in a mo-
ment, and not a movement betrayed my
understanding of what he had said. My
closed, and to all appear-

seen in Flor-

E
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:was to carry quite alarge sum of money
with me acrdss the mouutains, and i
(he had come on to Pistuja where his |
confederate was to await my arrival, in-
tending to rob me there if possible. But
{ when they found that 1 was to go alone
(in the diligence, they had a better plan.
| They would rob me on the mountamn.—
| The two drivers were friends of theirs,
(and were to be paid liberally for allow-
|ing themselves to be overcome. The
| villians talked about cutting my throat,
ishooting me through the head, or plung- |
ing @ knife to my heart, and then throw-
ing e over the precipice, as cooly as
though they Lad been planning the death
(ot a towl for dinner! The place where |
\they were to murder me was about a
mile distant, where the road would |
round a high crag, with an almost per- |
i pendicular wall of rock upon one hand,
and a deep chasm on the other, ‘
“This was an interesting position |
|sure enough. I was weak—weak at best !
—but doubly weak now with an illness— !
{and the ouly weapon I had was a single |
pistol. Either of the brigands could
ihave thrown me over his Lead with case, |
and as for tighting with them, that was |
{out of the question. What could I do?|
Buth of the drivers were in league with |
them. If I leaped from the dilligence, !
[ sbould die on the spot where I landed. |
If I shot oune of the baudits, the other
{would annihilate me in a moment. I
|lxad the gold in a small travelling bag |
(under my feet, and as the heavy carri-|
{age jolted over the stones, the yellow i
| pieces jingled sharply, aud I could see |
fthe eyes of the villians sparkle like |
stars. |
[ “Atlength the high craggy peak was :
lin sight, and I could see where the road
{wound abruptly around it. Thus far I

T,
up, and to-morrow welll go over in my
vettura,

* We tambled the two dead bodies in-
to the diligence, and then bound the
two drivers hand and foot, and tumbled
them in after.  The oxen were cast
adrift, and my brother's vetturino mount-
ed and started the heavy team back,
while we assumed the control of the
vettura ourselves.

“The drive down the mountain was
quickly performed, and the city of Pistoja
was reached withott mislap.  The two

[dead men were recognized us old offen-

ders at ouce, and my testimony very
quickly settled the business for the dri-
vers.  On the next night we were in Bo-
logna, where my sisters received me
with open arms, and two days alter-
wards we were all in Venice.

“So much for my trip across the Ap-
penines.  And let me say to you—If you
have ever an occasion to hire a special
diligence, with strange drivers, to ride
over the mountainsg of Itily, be sure
that you are well armed, and have a
trusty friend with you if possible.”

AN IRISH LETTER.

Dear Nerra:—I hadn’t sent you a let-
har, since the last time I wrute ye, be-
cause we have moved from the former
place of livin and didn’t know where a
letter would find ye, but I now with
pleasure take up my pen to inform you
of the death of your own livin’ uncle,
Kilpatrick, who died very suddenly last
week afther a lingering illness of abont
six weeks. The poor man was in con-
vulshuus the whole time of his illness,
lying perfectly quiet all the while and
spachless imimt\', talkin’ incolierently,
and crying for wather. T had no oppor-
tunity of informing ¥ of his death soon-

| had been torturing my brains to invent ler except I wrote yon by the last post,

{some way of cscupe, but without effect. l
| T was as thoroughly hedged in as though
{bound by iron chains. And ina few

which went two days before his death,

an’ thin yc'd bad the postage to pay.—
I'm at a great loss to tell ye what his

a glimpse of just as the diligence left | minutes more all would be over!

still

1 felt for my pistol, and had it ready.

“Presently the diligence stopped at

the foot of an abrupt rise, and the tellow
who drove the oxen came and told the
bandits they must get out and walk up.
They stepped out at once, and in a mo-
ment mgrep‘i beard a slight scuffle. I
looked out just in time to see both the
drivers lashed together Ly the arms,
back to back. They must have been
placed togesher ready for the operation,
for the thing bad been done with incred-
ible quickness. I drew my pistol and
awaited the result.
my mouth, but the intense excitment
rendered me strong for the while.

My heart was in

death was occashunued by, but T fear it
was by his last sickness. He niver was
well in ten days together in the whole
time of his confinement, but be that
as it will as he breathed his last the doc-
ther give up all hopes of his recovery.
I ueedw’s tell you any thing about his
age, for ye know that in May next that
he would have been twenty-five vears
lould barrin’ ten months, and had Le liv-
jed till that time he would bave been six
mont!.s ded. His property is very con-
siderable; it devolves upon bis kin, who
is ded some time since, 8o that T expect
that it will be equally divided between us,
and then my dear Larry yu'lll git two-
{ thirds of the whole, and ye know that he

“In a few seconds one of the villians | had a fine esthate which was sold to pay

“Gold! Gold ! he said.

gold or die”

came and poked the muzzle of a huge
pistol into my face.

“Give me

It was but the work of a second to

their |then matters were quickly explained.

g iR T ool e heiier all that b hsnoened,
“He's right, “He dow't understand |and-he then toMl me that he had heard
us,” suid them. of my illiness, and was coming back to
returned the other. |see me: One of my sisters had been ill

is they conversed at BOIOQI,IO that they bad not yet

and I was not in hav- e to Venice, but were waiting until

knock his weapon down with my left
hand, while with my right I brought up
my own pistol and fired. The ball en-
jered between his eyes, and he reeled
back and fell. Then I leaped after him,
for I'saw his companion coming up upon
the otherside. 1 hoped to gain the dead
man’s pistol but ere I could do #o, the
heavy hand cftheliving bandit was upon
my shoulder, and his pistol aimed atmy
head. With the energy which the pre-
sence of death can alone beget, I knock-
ed his weapon down and grappled with
him. He hurled me to the ground as
thongh T had been a child; but Before he
could follow up bis advantage, the pos-
tillon erled out—

““Hold Marco! A vetturais coming!”
“ The robber turned, and in a moment
more a heavy vettura with four horses
attached, came round the corner full
upon us. I started to my feet, and saw
my brother looking from the open win-

ow.
“ Help! Robbera!” 1 shouted, with all r
my might.
“The bandit bad taken aim at the
vetturino of -the new team, but he was
too late. My brother had comprehended
¢ whole truth in :l:ioment, am;a w.é:b
a sure aim, and a quick one, too, t
the vin':.:'throug;xl the heart. |
“We secured my two drivers, and

should be able to join them. You can
imagine how deep our gratitude was,
and how fervently we blessed God for
this fortunate interposition. My joy
seemed to lift me up from the pain I had
suffered and I felt better than I bad be-
fore felt for weeks.

“ Aud now what should we do next?

go, and turn about for Bologna ?

No said my brother.

love to ye, nnbeknown to me,
the bearer of this arrives in Hamilton,
ax him for this lether, and if he dow't
know which one it is, tell him it is the
one that speaks of your uncle’s death,
and is saled in black.

to forei 1o ‘the officers-of
the govm-l’:;m*to ranking
privilege, and on official business to be
paid by stamps or stamped envelops.
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are sold at three cents

enve! of this
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? Auy persons ung or attempting to
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m;y these villians back and give them | tor is Enble 4o g fue of ffix dollars.

|his debts, and the remainder he lost on
|a horse race. But it was the opinion of
all parties that he would have won the
race if the horse he ran against hadn’t
been too fast,—bad luck to the baste,
But poor soul, he will never ate or drink

more.

Aud now Larry, my dear boy, ye aint

a relashun in the world but mesclf and
your cousin that were kilt in thie last
war.
ful subject, but will sale this leather
with black salin’ wax, and put on your
uncle’s coat of arms,
to break the sale when ye open the lether
untill three or four days afther ye resave
it be that time ye will be' prepared to
hear the mournful tidin

But I cant dwell upon this mourn-

So I beg ye not

Yerould swateheart, ?;u'y, sinds her
Whin

Yer affectionate aunt
JUDY O’HALLIGAN,
To Lazey O'Haricas.
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