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POYDRAS COLLEGE. 
pari8b of Pto. Coupoo, 
^ LOUISIANA. . i 
milB KXERC1£ES of this will T " inmf.ce on tl.o tir,t Monday ... bebrimry. 

Tlii. course of .-tu.li' S will embrace ".11 Mi.ise 
•K l- n-lil in tin' l.r.-t Colleges of our cuiiii-

»rv fcvi'nMliiii\; in tin* course wbieb will have a 
• •' I r ...i.i.r in ill( r life. Will receiveir.vrtie-

of this Instilii-
£ will* I"' prepared to enter upon the .lut.es of 
a tiii-iness life with a practical as well at a soul- , 

^The'lo^^'exKrience. and successful results. ! 
w|,ieli lave hitherto followed the cftorts of the 

<,,iii'rintcnilcnt. jrive him the fullest con- , 
wence in assuring those who may place pupils 

V.r liia ctrirL'c that perfect- satisfaction will tie 
"|vt!„. Iioth inllie advancement of the students 
ami the proper attention to their ueces.suy wants 

most competent Professors will lie 

^-^t^nldinies for in.parting ms.rue-
ylr„cti^s will IK- provided: such as Chemical ami 
Philosophical apparatus and the ifecessiry books 

f,Vlie advantages for acquiring a knowledge of 
the French language in this Institution are supe-
rir to those of any other in the country. 

T 33 II M SI -
Tuition. Hoarding and Washing, [per an-^ ^ ̂  ̂  

limn.] • • •; ' ' o!, 
Tuition and half bonders [per annum.]. 200.00 . 
Tuition in Preparatory department, per ^ | 

I. ' , . , ,  i 
Tuition in hepartmont < •'. | 
Entrance fee for l^mnler* only ...... . 

^^I'aviueutjf to IJC iinulc liulf yearly m au- . 
vaiice. 

For further information a«l«nvw? 
A. \Y. JACK SOX, M. P. 

Jan. 30. lW8.lv President.— Pte Coupee. La 

Til K U it I T I S II P E RICDIO A L S 
AXN T1IK 

FARMER'S GUIDE. 
Creat reduction in the price of the later publica
tion. L Scott & Co.. Sew York, continue to 
publish the following leading British Periodicals, 
viz: 

TJIK Loxnnx QIWRTKRI.Y (Conservative.) 
TIIK KIUXMIJCKU UKVIKW (Whig.) 
TIIK NORTH BRITISH UKVIKW (Free Church.) 
TIIK WKSTMINSTKH RKVIKW (Lilx-ral.) 
BUCKWOOH'S Kmxiiiiiiwu .MACAZINK (Tory.) 
These Periodicals ably represent the three great 

political parties of Great Britain—Whig, Tory 
awl Radical—but politics forms only one feature 
of their character. As organs of the most pro
found writers on Science, Literature. Morality 
and Religion, they stand, as they ever have stood, 
unrivalled in the world of letters, living cou
sin-red indispensable to the scholar and the pro 
fesMoiml man. while to the intelligent reader o 
every class they furnish a more correct and satis 
factory reconl "of ihe current literature of the 
day. throughout the world than can be possibly 
obtained from any other source. 

EARLY COPIES. 
The receipt of advance sheets from the British 

publisher# gives additional value to these Re
prints. especially during the present exciting state 
of European affairs, inasmuch as they can now lie 
placed in the hands of subscribers about as soon 
as the original editions. 

TERMS. 
For any one of the four Reviews 3 Oil 

.. .4 fW0 it i. .i 5 0(1 
" '• three of the four Reviews 7 00 
" nil four of the Reviews 8 00 
" Blackwood's Magazine 3 00 
" Blackwood and three Reviews.. 9 00 
" '* " the four Reviews 10 Oo 
Payments to l>e made in all cases in advance. 

Money current in the State where issued will be 
received at par. 

CLUBBING. 
A discount of twenty-five per cent, from the 

above prices will tie allowed Clubs ordering four 
or more copies of any one or more of the above 
works. Thus: Four copies of Blackwood or of one 
Review, will lie sent to one address for $!); four 
copies of the four Reviews and Blackwood for 
$30. and so on. 

POSTAGE. 
In nil the principal cities and towns, these 

works will lie delivered free of postage. When 
sent by mail, the postage to any-part of the Unit
ed States will lie but twenty-live cents a year for 
Blackwood, and but fourteen cents a year for each 
of the Reviews. 

The Farmer's Guide to Scientific and Practical 
Agriculture, by Henry Stephens, F. R. S., of Ed
inburgh. and the late J. P. Norton, Professor of 
Scientific Agriculture in Yale College, New Ha
ven, 2 vols. Royal Octavo, 1000 pages, and 
numerous Wood and Steel engravings. 

This is. confessedly, the most complete work 
on Agriculture ever published, and in order to 
give it wider circulation the publishers have 
resolved to reduce the price to $5 for the two vo
lumes ! 

When sent by mail (post-paid) to California and 
Oregon the price will be $7. To every other part 
of the Union and to Canada (post-paid) SC. This 
work is not the old "Book of the Farm."' 

Remittances for any of the above publications 
should always be addressed, past-paid, to the pub
lishers, LEONARD SCOTT & CO.. 

j&att-y No. 54 Gold Street. N.Y. 

NOTICE. * 
I would respectfully inform the public \ 

that Irom this time on, the mail will be 
carried from this office to 34oro-anza i,v 

way of the new State road. The mails 
can be here by the route, in eighteen 
Wr* VII persons wishing their 

% "Cbmc to this office will have 
their mail matter addressed via Mora-an-
za. J .  B. HERRING, P M 

Sept 5, 1858. 

H .  C .  M O U R E Y  
FAINTER AND PAPER HANGER 

POINTE COUPEE. LA. 
T> ESPECTFULLY offers his services totheciti-
XV tens of this Parish. Apply at Boudreau's 
Hotel, False River. 

jan. 15,1858. Im2 

A. BARRET & CO., 
DEALERS AND MANUFACTURERS 

O F  M A B B L E  W O R K S ,  
tich a= Mantles. Monument's. Tombs and Tombss 
\ar<l—111 and 113 St. Charles st.. New Orleaii 

_£®*Countrv order? promptly attended to. 
April 10,1858. j-jy 

ll-a 
DEALER IN 

GROCERIES & WESTERN PRODUCE, 
BAYOU SARA, LA. 

SIMON &~~LOEB 
I) ESPECTFULLY invite the attention of the 

V citizens of the parish of Pointe Coupee to 
| their entire new and well selected stock of 

! Consisting of Ladies and Gents Dress Goods. 
Fancy Goods, House Furnishing Goods, 

Plantation Goods. Hardware, 
Fancy Groceries, Sadlery. 

ivr E D I c X'axr X: s . 
We are in receipt of a fresh supply of pure 

medicines and our friends may rest assured o 
having their orders in this line, promptly and 

: carefully attended to. 
We solicit an examination of our stock. 

P. A. ROY, 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT 

LAW, AND NOTARY PUBLIC. 

Address, False River P. O. 
_____ _________ ________ 

Bayou Sara, lia. 

INFORMS his old patrons and the public in gen
eral that he lias re-purchased his Jewelry es

tablishment where he will, as heretofore, endeavor 
to give complete satisfaction. 

j2S$-IIe has on hand a complete assortment of 
Watches and Jew elry. 

All work warranted. Terms Cash. 
April 24, 185S. 15y 

A. Flecheux, 

INFORMS his friends and the traveling 
il2Hi community, that they will find at his Ferry 
banding Hotel, opposite Bayou Sara, in Pointe 
Coupee, a good supply of Saddle Horses, Bug
gies, Hacks and Carriages tf> hire. 4 t-tf. 

liKO. W. SIIAW. W. W. SHAW 

G. W. SHAW & CO., 

CDmmissinit K /oratnr&ing 
MERCHANTS, 

No. 24 Poydras Street, New Orleans. 
May 1. 1858. lfi-y 

P. O. LEBEAU, 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT 

LAW. 
OKFICK AT TIIK CoritT HOUSE, PARISH OK POIXTE 

Co CPEE. 

JULES LAI5ATIT. " 
C O M M I S S I O N  M E R C H A N T  

NO. 20 CONTI STREET. 
KTow Orleans, Xja. 

February 12 1858. 5yl 

House Carpenter and Joiner, 
BAYOU SARA, LA. 

HAS CONSTANTLY on hand and for sale, 
Crane's Metalic Patent Burial Casket, at 

his shop near J. 11. Henehaw's Stable, Bayou 
Sara. » 

j?y?"Mr. II. Demony is my agent or the sale of 
these Caskets in the parish of Pointe Coupe'e. 
and he will always have on hand a supply of 
jhein. " II. TENNY. 

April 10.1858. Ply 

D. STOCKING, !>. I„ STOCKING. 
Pointe Coupee, Bayou Sara. 
D E N T I S T R Y .  

DL. & D. STOCKING are prepared to at-
• tend to all calls pertaining to their profes

sion. in any part of the country, 
JS5t-Dr. D. Stocking can be found at the resi

dence of P. M. Moore, Pointe Coupee. 
March 6, 1858. 81y 

A  .  S Z A B O ,  
M E R C H A N T  T A I L O R .  

Bayou Sara, La. 
v_| a In the new house, between the residence 

of Charles Hoffman, Esq.. and Mr. J. II. 
JllL Hensaw's new Livery stables, Principal st, 
Bayou Sara. 

October 16, 1858. 40y 

BA L L O U'S PICTORIAL DRAWING-ROOM 
Companion. A record of the beautiful and 

useful in Art. Terms—invariably in advance: 
1 subscriber, one yearr 3 00 
4 » <- « 10 00 

10 " " " 20 00 
Any person sending us twelve subscribers at 

the last rate, shall receive the thirteenth copy 
gratis. 

%* One copy of Ballou's Pictorial, and one 
copy of The Flag our Union, when taken together 
by one person, one year, for $4. 

Published every Saturday, by 
M. M. BALLOU 

janJi-3m No. 22 Winter Street, Boston 

a. B. &' fi KXOCHS, 
DEALERS IN 

Mausoleums, Monuments, Tombs, 
Soad. and Foot Stones, 

Garden Statuary, &c., 
CORNER oe RIDGE & GIUARD AVENUE, PHIL'A. 

BRANCH 
At Baton Rouge and Bayou Sara. 

o. Or. B aijz:, 
P A R I S H  S U R V E Y O R  

Pointe Coupee. 

WILL LOCATE Land Warrants in Missouri 
or Iowa, in first-rate U. S. Laud. Will also 

buy and sell land on commission. 
^©"Residence on the River, 4 miles above 

the New Road. 
February 13,1858. 5yl 

JOB WORK" 
Of every Description Neatly Executed 

this Office. 

LIEJIARKABI.E Cl RES BY ZENON LANGI.OIS, 

SEN.— This venerable septiiag'enariaii of 
our parish lias been known for many 
years for his unparalleled success in the 
cure of chronic diarrh(ea, dysentery anil 
bloody flux. The many remarkable 
cures lie lias efl'ccted of these diseases, 
pronounced incurable l>v the medical 
profession, attest the truth of the above 
remarks. His system of treatment he 
learned more than forty years ago from 
the Indians, raid by which he accomp
lished his own cur? of a chronic dysen
tery of eleven years' standing. Since 
then many persons have applied to him 
when they had failed to obtain relief 
elsewhere, and lie has invariably suc
ceeded in mastering every ease. 

| We take the liberty of writing the 
above because many persons who may 
be suffering from some of the above dis-

i eases, when relief can be obtained from 
no other source, might be immediately 
cured by calling upon him at his resi-

! pence on False Kiver. 

CHARLES K. TOOB.1EUV, 
Bayou Sara, Xia. 

KEEPS for sile :i general assortment of Goods, 
which he invites purchasers to examine. 

DRY GOODS! 
Fancy Articles, Perfumery, Ladies" and Chil-

j diens' hhoes. Hosiery, Gloves. &c. Gents' 
and Boys' Clothing, llats, Boots, Shoes 

and Gloves. 

| PLANTATION GOODS! 
• Such as Kersey. Linsey, Jv-r-ry Suits. Lowells, 

Shoes for women and men. Hats. Blankets.&c. 

GROCERIES! 
Teas. Spices, Sauces, Crackers, Cheese assorted, 

Citrons, Currants, New Buckwheat, New Go
shen Butter, Liquors, Wines, Ale, Porter, 

the celebrated Premium Champagne 

HARDWARE! 
| Nails, Carpenters' and Blacksmiths' Tools. Cane 

Knives. Sugar House Skimmers, Fine cutlery 
for Table and Pocket; Razor*, Scissors. 

White Lead, Linseed Oil. Turpentine, Paris 
Green. Patent Dryers, Crockery, Glass, Willow 
and Woodware; Fresh Garden and Flower Seed. 

Agent for the EAGLE COTTON GIX. 
which I am authorized to guarantee to give sat
isfaction. (n'27-ly) C. E. TOORAEN. 
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C O M M E R C I A L  C O L L E G E ,  
100 CANAL STREET, N. O., 

[POI'NDKD IN" 1832,] 
Is open the entire year. Its object is to fit per

sons at once for BUSINESS in a MERCANTILE 
HOUSE. BANK, or any situation iu life—to open, 
close and keep any set of Books, whether steam
boat, partnership or compound partnership, or 

Government Books, or any business whatever. 
There are nine apartments and professors for 

PENMANSHIP, FRENCH, 

BOOKKEEPING, SPANISH, 

MATHEMATICS, GERMAN, 

ENGLISH, &C., &C., 
So as to save the TIME of Students. 

There are not less than 2,000 of its former stu
dents in Mercantile Houses in this city. 

Merchants apply here for Clerks and Book
keeper-. 

There are greater facilities here for the acqui
sition of the living Languages, and practical 
Commercial Education, than in any other institu
tion in the United States. 

A Business Education is the best fortune pa
rents can give their sons. Usual time lor a Com
mercial Course, S to 12 weeks. Country 
merchants can learn in 1 or 2 weeks to keep 
their Book -; correctly. 

Circulars, with reports of the Press, opinions of 
public and mercantile men, sent to all who wish. 

Terms, payable in Advance 
Penmanship $25 
Arithmetic 5" 
Book-keeping 50, 
Algebra 
Geom'try 50 
Surveying 
Navigation 50 
English 100 
French B*0 
Spanish 
German 1®® 
Those who speak a language (Grammatical 

Course) ®® 
Latin or Greek 1®® 

Board can be had with the Professors of English, 
French. Spanish or German, at from So to $6 per 
week. Citizens and strangers are invited to call 
and judge for themselves. 

j jan29 RUFUS DOLBEA.R. 

I  L . T . M A D D U X ,  
Coacli Maker and Repairer, 

Bayou Sara, La. 

KEEPS always oil hand a full a--. JfllT. 
sortment of New Buggies and9§S5P-SgZ» 

I Barouches, and 'every Variety ol w . 
Harness which he will sell as low as can be 

; bought elsewhere. Also—all kinds of Repairing 
; done at the shortest notice, and on the most rea-
I sonable terms. n27-ly 

iv Rostaurant 

n V S T V. T?andR A T.nnTJ 
THE CITIZEN'S of PointeCoupce are respect

fully informed that the undersigned has just 
' opened a Restaurant and Oyster Saloon, in the 
Citv style, where they can procure all kinds of 

| edibles." as well as FRESH OYSTERS, prepared 
in the l»est style. 

He also keeps iu his 
Confectionary Establishment 

; all kinds of Fresh Groceries, and especially all 
sorts of Coufectionarics.for Evening Purtiw-ball", 
Weddings, etc. CHARLES dTOLK. 

j Uri0 ° £iyou Sara. La. 

THE DEMOCRAT. ! 

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING j 

ON FALSE 11 I YE K. 
Office next door io Simon & Locb's Store i 

I 

S U B S C R I P T I O N :  
THREE DOLLARS PER ANNUM I 

INVARIABL Y IN A DVA Xi\E. 

BSrPayable at the 0ffice.~©3 

A D  V E R  T I  S  I  N  G  R  A T  K  S  .  
For each square oflO lines or less, the first 

insertion si no 
For each additional insertion, per sijiiai.'.'.. 50 

For professional and business c;••;«1 . (includ
ing paper.) not exceeding fc' lines, lor 12 months. 
Sl.». 

A liberal discount made to yearly advertiser-, 
but their privilege will be strictly limited to their 
own immediate and regular business ; and the 
business of an advertising firm is not considered 
as including that of its individual members. 

Advertisements published ut irregular inter
vals. SI per square for each insertion. 

Calls on persons to become candidates will be 
inserted other advertisements, to be paid for 
invariably in advance. 

Announcing candidates for office, S10, to be 
paid for in advance. 

Advertisements not marked on the copy for 
a specified time will be inserted till forbid, and 
payment exacted. 

Marriages and deaths are (o I/e published as 
news; obituaries, tributes of respect, and funeral 
nvitations. as oilier adverti -ement-. 

Cards of a Personal character can only 
lie published in this paper as advertisements, and 
must be paid for IN ADVANCE, at double ad
vertising rates. 

Extracts from the Report of the Swamp 
Land Commissioner, 2d District. 

The works for draining the Atchafala-
ya Valley, in Pointe Coupee, have slowly 
progressed during the past year, though 
still incomplete and subject to the usual 
embarrassments and delays inseparable 
from works of such magnitude. 

The contracts unfinished,at the date of 
my hist annual report, were as follows: 

1st. Contracts with John Toy to com
plete canals from Latenache to Cow 
Head Bayous, and Cow Head to Muscle j 
Bayous. 

*2d. Contracts with J. A. Miller to 
complete canals from Marine to Middle 
bayous, and from Middle to Lake bayous. 

3d. Contracts with J. I. B. Kirk to j 
complete canals from Moreau to Marine 
Bayous, and from Lake to Latenache 
Bayous. 

In the contract with Mr. Toy was in
cluded the repairs on the levee over 
Cow Head Bayou; but as it is advisable 
that a vent should be left for the rain 
water, until the canals arc entirely fin
ished, the old levee has been only tem
porarily secured for the season, and a 1 
flood-gate placed in the outer mouth of i 
the culvert. 

All the above-mentioned contracts j 

were made to expire on the 1st of I)e- | 
cember, 1857, but for reasons hereinaf
ter given the time was extended. 

Mr Toy, during his lifetime, labored i 
faithfully and energetically, and in the 
face of great difficulties had completed j 
a large amount of work, and after his j 

death, in June,. 1857, this work was con- j 
tinued under the the direction of his ex-1 
ecutors, by a sub-contractor. Accidents 
of the season chiefly, and the untimely 
death of Toy in part, were the sole 
hindrances to the completion of the con
tract for the lower drains within the 
stipulated time. 

Tb|) work was steadily progressing in j  
December, and the reports of the Engi- ! 

n^er bore witness to the energy of the | 
sub-contractor, exerted upon these works j 
during an unfortunate season. More-! 
over, these canals were the most south-; 
erly and lowest in the whole swamp, 1 

yet they were more advanced than any 
other. In justice, therefore, to the heirs 
of Mr. Toy, I delayed the forfeiture of 
the contract until the spring of 1858, [ 
when a long favorable season for work 
having intervened, and the executors of j 
Toy not being able to attend to the ; 

work, I determined to relet the unfinish- j 
ed contract, and on the 2d of March, | 
1858, by official notification to the exec-: 
utors of John Toy, I declared his con
tract forfeited. The sub-contractor, Mr. 
Abram Alford, was able and desirous to 
undertake the work, and give bynd for 
the faithful execution of the sayte on his j  
own responsibility, and cou^l operate ! 
with more facility and dispatch than ' 
the executors, hampered they were by 
legal restrictions. without mine-1 
cessary delay, on tl>s 9th March, 1858, j 
Mr. Alford stepped into the shoes of the 
former contract", and contracted to 
complete all t>e work originally under
taken by Jjlm Toy, and succeeded in : 
finishing canal from Cow Head to j 
Muscl^Sayou before the high water of 
the j*?xt month. 

in Octobcr last, this contractor had 1 

made large preparations to take advant
age of the fall season, and to finish the 

canal between Latenache and Cow Head 
Bayous, but on the l'.Uli of October his 
useful career was cut short by the yel
low fever, and this unfortunate contract, 
when just on the point of being comple
ted, was again inevitably delayed; the 

I working season has passed, and it must 
now await another year, and a new con

tractor, for its completion. 
While regretting the incompletioii ol 

! this extensive contract, 1 cannot but re 
joice that enough lias been done to afford 

.conclusive experimental proof of the 
! practicability and beauty of the system 
| of drainage adopted. The canal from 
Cow Head to Muscle Bayou was eom-

i pleted last winter, with a width'of fifty 
j feet and a depth of five feet. Through 
this canal the crevasse water, rains, and 
floods of but one spring and summer 
season have forced their way to the 
lakes below, and being thereby enlarged 
to the required drainage capacity, it has 
shown itself capable of discharging the 
entire drainage waters of the Atchafalaya 
Valley. 

Before the cutting of this canal no 
vent could be had for the drainage wa
ters, unless by the cutting of the Late
nache Levee and leaving open the cul
vert at Cow Head. Although the cut
ting of the Latanache Levee . caused 
great discontent and inconvenience to 
some of the people in its neighborhood, 

I the general benefits that have arrived 
therefrom have more than compensated 
for these, and the expense of cutting 
and repairing the vent have been fully 
repaid; for without this the crevasse 
waters from the numerous breaks above 
would have been kept pent up so as to 
inundate a much greater scope of coun
try, as this gap finally afforded an outlet 
to the crevasse waters coming from Mo
reau and Stark's Bayou, where the le
vees, bait I by the parish, were destroyed. 

Through the energy and activity of 
the'contractor, the gap in Latenache has 
been closed in time for the present high 
water, and a substantial gate has been 
hung to the outer end of the Cow Head 

| Levee culvert, which, closing against 
the pressure of the flood-water of the 

! Atchafalaya, keeps out the same. 
| The parish authorities arc making 
great efforts to construct and keep up 
a continuous line of levees from the 
Mississippi, or Old River, down the east 
bank of the Atchafalaya river and west 
boundary of the parish of Pointe Coupee, 
to Alabama Island and the Parish of 
Iberville; und we have every reason to 
believe that after the next year the large 
territory between Atchafalaya and Mis
sissippi and Bayou Fordoche will be 
completely protected from the floods of 
the Mississippi river. 

The contract with J. A. Miller was 
signed the 20th December, 1856, and 
made to expire on December, 1857. Mr. 
Miller's contract embraced two canals, 
the upper from Marine to Middle Bayous 
being in high lands and easy of access, 
and the lower situated in the swamp. 
He commenced work on both early in 
the spring of 1857, either in person or 
by an energetic sub-contractor, Mr. Mc 
Crea, and worked whenever the water 
would permit. Early in November the 
upper canal was completed, and the low
er one far advanced. On the first of De
cember this canal was still uncompleted; 
but satisfied that Mr. Miller had done 
his utmost, and upon the recommenda
tion of the Engineer, I gave him an ex
tension of time for the completion^!' his 
work. 

I regret to state, however, that Mr. 
Miller has not taken advantage of this 
liberal treatment, and at this time his 
work is stiill incompleted, and as he has 
not acted with his usual good faith and 
energy, I have been obliged to de
clare his contract forfeited, although 
nearly completed. 

* * * * *  * *  * * *  

The Legislature, by Act No. 103, ap
proved March 16th, 1856, appropriated 
the sum v( $25,000 to complete these 
works M Pointe Coupee, to be applied 
in enlarging the canal from Lake to La
tenache Bayou, Latenache Bayou to Cow 
J2fcad Bayou, and clearing out raits in 
Muscle Bayou, and expenses in tapping 
bayous, etc. 

This amount was proportioned among 
the various works as follows: 

For enlarging canal from Lake 
to latenache Bayou $12,000 

For enlarging canal from Late
nache to Cow Head Bayou. .. 5,000 

Clearing out rafts in Muscle Ba
you W. 3.000 

Expenses in tapping bayous.. . 5,000 

Total appropriation $25,000 

On March 24th, 1858, M r .  Walthall 
Burton contracted to clear out the intri
cate rafts which had encornbered for ma
ny years the bed of Muscle Bayou, and 
which is otherwise a large and capa
cious stream. 

Taking advantage of the extraordin
ary high water caused in this bayou by 
the crevasse above, and with his accus
tomed energy, the contractor soon re
moved these obtructions, and the work 
having been received, a warrant for the 
amount due him was issued by the State 
Auditor in his favor in June last, but 
the State Treasurer refused to pay the 
contractor. 

Of the practicability and importance 
of this chain of drainage canals there is 
now no reason to doubt, and it will not 
be out of place her?' to repeat a part of 
the Engineer's report of last year rela
tive to this m itter 

"That you may decide whether the 
appropriation is justified by the valueof 
the lands, I have collected the following 
data, which exhibit very nearly the am
ounts expended upon and the benefits 
derived from the works: 

"Amount expended previous 
to 1856 $ 22,119 13 

"Amount expended since 
1856, to pay for work. . . 2,552 25 

"Amount expended since 
1856, as per estimate... 55,223 50 

$ 78,891 89 
• "Additional amount asked 

for 25,00 00 

\ "Total cost of Atchafalaya 
improvements $103,891 89 
"Amount of swamp Isnd reclaimed by 

the improvement, 109,629 71 acres. 
Value at $1,25 per acre, $137,037 14; 
besides a large extent of country indi 
reetlv benefited by the improvements. 

"Amount of swamp html in Pointe 
Coupee sold up to January 1st, 1857, 
72,017 80 acres. Yal«e of these at State 
prices, $90,022 25. 

"Valueof lands in Pointe Coupee sold 
during the year 1856, $17,533 81. 

"The tax paid by the parish of Pointe 
Coupee to the State has increased since 
the year 1856 about 33J per cent. 

"It has been urged that these canals 
are too small to drain so large an extent 
of country, and a hasty comparison with 
<the natural drains favors this objection. 

"We must bear in mind however that 
the bayous form large receptables for 
water, giving it time to waste off' thro' 
the canals, and that, if all the lowest 
portions cannot be made entirely dry, 
still the amount of arable land will be 
vastly increased. 

"Some of the most valuable portions 
of the Mississippi river coast were once 
far behing the present condition of the 
Atchafalaya lands, and those who knew 
the Atchafalaya previous to the year 
1853, will not hesitate to say that its ad
vancement has equalled that of any 
portion of our State. 

"The canals, as at present laid off with 
limited means, are too small to answer 
the future demands of the country, it is 
true; but the route is chosen and a 
drainage system established. 

"As lands increase in value, the de
mand for land will increase, and the sale 
of those already reclaimed will furnish 
funds for further improvements. 

"Time will improve the canals, and 
the enterprise and interests of the in
habitants who are benefited by them will 
cause them to be extended." 

I.IST OF WORKS UXDER CONTRACT IN' TIIK 

I'ARISIf OK I'OI.VTE COCTEE, JAN. 1, '59. 

Old Contracts Completed. 

Canal from Cow Head to 
Muscle Bayou. Old con
tract of John Toy. A. Al-

j ford new contract—exca
vation 30c. per cubic y'd; 
clearing, 35c. per lin. y'd. $10,224 79 

JVetc Contracts Completed. 

To clean out rafts in Muscle 
Bayou. W. Burton, 3000 
for job $ 3,000 00 

To close up gap in Bayou 
Latenache Levee. Neigh
boring planters uniting 
their forces; 30c. per cu 
bic yard $ 1.572 10 

Old Contracts Incomplete. 

Canal from Moreau to Ma
rine Bayous. P. McDo-
nough. Earthwork, 30c. 
per cubic yd; clearing 15c. 
per lin. yd $ 1,374 07 

Canal from Marine to Lake 
Bayous. J. A. Miller. 
Earthwork 30c. per cubic 
yd; clearing,$475 per mile $ 3,277 26 

| Canal from Lake to Latena
che Bayous. P. M'Donough 
Earthwork, 25c. per cubic 
yd; clearing, 15c. per lin. 
yard $17,465 18 

Canal from Latinache to 
Cow Head Bayous. A. Al
ford. Earthwork, 30c. per 
cubic yd; clearing, 35c. 
per lin. yd $14,375 35 

i Repair to Cow Head i>evee. 
| A. Alford. 19c. per. cu. yd $ 3,539 30 


