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~ EXTRACTS FROM THE
Speech of Mr. Stewart, of Penn.
IN DEFENCE OF

THE TARIFF.
D:livered 1, the House of Representatives of the
U. S., March 13, 1544.

EFFECTS ON FARMERS ANDI MECHANICS.

Bul our present amount of foreign imports,
viz., one bundred millions, is sufficient to sup-
ply the demand ; how then are you 10 make
room for fity anllions more ! this can only be
done by destroyiag fifiy milliens of dollars of
our own domestic productions, 10 make way for
the amougt of the productionsof foreign indus-
nwy. We §must, according 1 this financial
u;heme.:kunly desiroy fitty milliens of dol-
lars worth annuglly of our productive indus-
iry. but we must §end fifty millions of dollars
ol hard cash 10 foffeign cuountries, 10 purchase
what we now dof produce, caa produce, and
ought 1o produce @i home ; and for what? 1o
rarse five milhong of revenue by jaxation, which
1s aot wanted! "Now, sir, [ sadbmit, is this a

cle of foreign goods, a vard of cloth, 2 ton of
iron, a hat, a coat, a pair of shoes. any thing,
“from a needle 10 an anchor,” examine its con-
stituent parts, the raw material, the clothing and
the subsisience of the labor employed in iis
manufacture, and it would be discovered that
more than half, ofien three-fourths, of the
whole price is made up of agriculiural produce.
It is & well known fact that farmers often make
hundreds of dollars worth of domesiic goods,
cloths, &e., without using a dollar’s worth of
any thing not produced on their own farms ;
gouds and cloth thus made are therefore entire-
lly agriculiural ; and are not the same marerials
fused in the manufacture of goeds, whether
made on a farm or in a factory !

Mr. S. said he had ascertained the fact from
his own books kept at a furnace, that more
than three-fourths of the price of every ton of

for their domestic goods, their meat and flour,
that elothed and fed his hands ; for their hay,
| corn oats, &c., that sustained his horses, mules,
{and oxen, employed abeut his works, In Eng-
land, iron is made of the same materials that
constitute it here; well, we now import, manu-
factured and unmanulactured, eight millions of
dollars worth of iron and steel; say ouly half
its value is agricultural produce, thus, then, we
send four millions of dollars a year 1o purchase
foreign agriculiural produce, converted into
iron, and sent here for sale, while our own
country is filled with ore and coal, buried and
useless, and the produce of our farmers lefi
without markets. Will the farmers of this
country submit to such a system as this—open-
ly advocated and adopted 10 favor foreign in-
dusiry at the expense of our own? Will they
tamely and silently agree thus 10 be crushed
and sacrificed? No, sir, they will not; they

1

iron sold, was paid to the neighboring farmers| man's labor, and 1ake the bread from the mouth

'blow be unavailing? No, sir, it will receil and
overwhelm its authors. The people who have
experienced the benefits and the blessings of
this measure, will not abaudon it. Even its
enemies are now disposed to give it a fair and
full wrial, and condemn it only when it fails.---
Then why not, sir, wait till the people have an
| opportunityste pass upon this question at the
approaching elections?  They will then seule
it oue way or the other. If the snemies of the
Tariff policy prevail, they can and will repeal
it; but it you repeal it now, and its friends are
successful, it will be immediately restored.---
Then why not let itabide thisresult? Letitgo
to the people, let them decide i, and, for one,
sir, | am prepared to acquiesce in their decision.

But, sir, if more revenue is wanted, why not
increase the duties on luxuries consumed by
the rick. rather than thus sirike doewn the poor

of his children, to make room for the 1mporia-
tion of fifty millions of dollars worth of foreign
goods? s this, sir, an American measure,
can it receive the support of an American Con-
gress, or the representatives of the American
people 7 I call on the authors of this ru'nous
measure (o come forth in its defence. 1 call
on them 1o assign some reason [or its adoption.
| can readily discover reasons enough why
England should desire its adoption, but they
are the very reasons why we should reject it :

tiom to this policy; and, if unfounded, this op-
position ought 10 cease. The duty is added to
the price; this is the theory. Now, sir, how is
the faci; what says experience? All experi-
ence proves that this objection has no existence,
save 1n the imagimations of those who make it.

Now, sir, | lay it dewn as a general propo-
sition, that there uever was a high protective
duty imposed upon any article, from the foun-
dation of this Guvernment 1o the present day,
the price of which has not been in the end re-
duced---greally reduced---in many iustances to
one-half, one-third, and one-fourth of what 1t
had been belore these protective duties were
imposed. This, sir, may seem to geutlemen
on the other side to be a strong declaration ;
but, sir, | make it deliberately, with a full con-
viction of ns truth, and | challenge gentlemen
to disprove it---1 dely them to puint out a sin-
gle instance ta the contrary. Let them exam-
ine, and they will find invariably that whenever
the duties have been highest, the prices have
ultimately come down the lowest, and for a ve-

1y obvious reason-- high duties promete compe-
tion, and competition never fails to bring down
prices. This effect is invariable and universal;
but unfortunately the duties always run up as the
prices run down; hence the frightful lists ol du-
ties exhibited by the Commiuee of Ways and
Means, amounting 1o 200, 300, and 400 per ct.-
When first imposed these duties were but 30

just so far as it benefits them it injures us ; this
is a contest between foreign and American me-l
chanics, farmers, and manufacturers, for the
American market, and the question is, which
side shall we take ? The tanff of 1842 shuts |
out the foreigner and gives the Americans the |
markel; this bill proposes to repeal the tariff of
1842, and give it to the loreigner; to open our |
ports and again flood our country with foreign |

call on them to do 20 ; 1 call on them 10 cume!
to the rescue before it is too late.

BRITISH BILL,
The arawed ohject of this bill is 10 open our

arise, is 1t @an A merican policy ! Is it not ra-
et & Britash policy, a plan 1o reduce the du-!

tes and open our ports 1o the importation of | siroy our own. Sir, give the people time to be hats ! Sir, let me 1ell the gentleman il he car-
b"nush goods, 1o the sacrifice and desiruction ' heard, and this bill cannot pass ; let it be dis-, ries this measure, the poor people of this coun-
of our own mechanics, farmers and manufactu- | cussed, and it can never pass an American | 'TY would not only go bare-headed but bare-

rers 7 Yes, sir, and 1his is tobe dome by an)
American Congresa, and by 'herepresentatives
of the American pecple! Casr such an ant-|
American-——such a British system as this, stand
foc 2 moment belvre this free and enlightened |
-_gw-ni)le? Pass 1his tnil, sir, tate five dollars
«f bar iron, and stll more off iron in all its
wiher forms, and, sir, you will g far 10 extin.
guish the fires of every [urnace and of every
jorge in Pennsylvania. By this bill you will
sirike down your own mechanics— your hatters,
vour shoemakers, your blacksmihs, your tai-
tars, vour sadlers ; in short, all your mechan-
swes ; vou will paralyze and prosiate your glass
works, paper mills, tanneries, sdlt works, col- |
Lieries, lead mines—your woolltn and coiton |
{actories ; but above all, you aim a death blow
al the American farmers, not only by destroy-
ing their home markets, almostihe only mar-
kets they now have, but what is still worse,
you will convert the mechanicsand manufactu-
rers thus thrown out of employment 1o agri-
culrurists, into producers iustesd of consumers |
of agriculwural productions. When you double |
production and diminish consumption one-half, |
du you not ruin and desiroy the farmers of this
t‘nulilry T

tire population is engaged in agriculiure, when

agriculiure is desiroyed, the country uself is| mer years. The imports of specie had in thct‘“‘d

desiroyed. Agriculture is the great basis and
foundation on which every thing else depends;
when the farmer prospers, all prosper; when
he sink<«, all the resi, professional men, me-
chanics, and all go down with lam. It is the
great object therefore 10 1ake care of agricul-
ture, make this prosperous and the whole coun-
try will prosper ; aud how is agriculiure to be
made prosperous but by buildieg up and sus-
tuming home markets. 1t is therefore not for
the manulacturers, bul for the mechanics and

[wrmers, yes, sir, lor the farmers, that [ adve-

cale the provective policy. There is one im-
poriaat fuct which lies deep at the fouadation
of the whule subject, 10 which | am anxious 10
attract the attenton of the [armers and poliu.
cians of this country, and it is this, that hall,
gnd more than half, of the emtire price of the
“huwdred millions of dellars a year of foreign
gowds 1mponed wio iy country 1s agricultural
g produce raised ou 3 foreign smi, w orked up and

- manufactured into goods, and then sent here
Jor sale ; aud that the farmere and people of
& ihis cmum;y send in this way fifty nullions of
- dollurs a year 1o purchuse lureign azriculoral
produce, in the shape ol g .ods, while foreign.
_ere ake linle or nothing from us; our whole

agrieultural exports 1o all the world (excepting

_ tullom pnd |ubac|;u) dn no! amoint 1o ten mil-
lns of dollars @ year ; thus, sir, we purcbase
five dollars’ worth of foreign agricuhural pro-
duee to every dollar’s worth we sell ; 1his may
xesm sirange, but it 1s strietly rue ; | dely con-
tadictioni—1  challenge nivesuganon, Let
goniemen disposed to contest 1t seiect a0 ern-

=

And, sir, sllow me |0 say, that in 2,
country like this, where seven-eights of the en- | exceaded $13.000,000 in our favor, insiesd of

ports 1o the importation of British goods—ito |
favor foreign farmers and mechanics, and de-|

Congress.

passZ—sera There is one way in which 1t can/

"Il e Droresn ¢ ATTIEMEN, ava n‘
will be passed by acclamation. England would |
give millions 10 secure its paysage. [i had re-
cently been stated in an official report, read in
the House of Commens, that unless the Amer-
ican Tanfl of 1842 was mcdified and reduced, |
Great Britain would have 10 pay the United |
Siates cash for their cotton, instead of paying
in goods as she formerly had done; and this
bill accordingly modifies and reduces the Tanfl|
of 1842 10 suil the wishes of the British Chan-
cellor, who, while he recommends free trade
and low duties 10 usx, takes special care to ad-
here o his owa prohibitery system. While
this bill proposes greatly 10 reduce the duties
on foreign distilled spirits, England exacts a|
duty of 2,700 per cent. on ours ; and this is re-
ciprocity! This bill reduces the dutits on 10-|
bacco and its manufacivres, while England de- |
mands 1.200 per cent. on ours, and actvally,
collects 22 millions dollars of revenuz annnally |
from our tobacco, equal to the whole revenue
of this Government—such is British reciproei- |
ty and free trade.  Since the Tand of 1842,
the raliles with England have heen jurued ; last
. vear the balance of trade with Grpat Britain

1

' being about that amount against us as in for-

last year reached the unprecedened amount,|
'[an appears by official reporis, of mere than 23
Hﬂi“lﬂl’l" ﬂr tfﬂ”ll’ﬂ‘ most of it [rom Grf‘.ﬂl Drit- i
'ain. No wonder England and her Ma!esmen:-
i were anxions for the redaction of he American
' Whig Tanff of '42. No wonder ier Chancel- |
lor exclaims against the Tariff, ard says it will |
oblige them 10 send us specie 1uptead of goods
hereaflier 10 pay for cotion. Nt wonder our
Lcountry is rapidly recovering fron its late de-
ression—that 11s course 1s agah onward and
upward —that its former prospefty ts returning
| —a prosperity it always had arfl always would
(have under an eflicient proteciye sysiem, but
which it never had and never yould fhave with-
out 1. No wonder specie hal become ahun-
dant—ithat the banks had redumed—-that ex-
| changes had beco.e equali and interest re-
"duced —that manulictures Wd revived=—that
agriculiure was recovering—hat the mechanie
and every other brauch of l!'J natonal industry |
i was (ully and profitably empbyed. All tiese
were the necessary and undpiable (ruis of the
|existiag anff policy —resul§ seen, felt, and ae-
knowledged throughom thefand—yet, in the
face of ail these {acta—shwting their eyes 10
these great hghts blazing befure 4hem---the
Camnittee of Ways and Meang have reported
a bill 10 repeal 1hiy benefigal act of 1842, and
bring us back to the lowduties and the Jow
condition of 1810. 'rbe have struck a death-
blow at this policy---a pofey which had vindi-
cated its adaprion by allfs fruis, which had
fulfilled all the hopes of § friemds, and falsified
al! the predictiuns of its fuemies ; but shall this

will speak out against this unjust and ruinous | goods, and export money by ship-loads to pay per cent. inst
measure ; your tables will soun groan under Iha| for them ; and why ? I again ask the commil-l ny other artic
weight of their remonstrances against it. 1|tee upon what principle of national policy this posed, did not exceed 20 or 30 per cent., but

measure is sustained ?

Tue Tarirr Dexocratic—-Free Trave |
MoxARrCHIAL.

Mr. Dromgoole replied 10 enable bare-headed

people 10 buy cheap bats! |

‘T'o enable bare-headed people to buy cheap

|
|
backed; they would be doomed, like the pau-|
— ouf R M e e e s
The tari&', sir, is “the poor man's law;” it is
and this alone that gives him employment and |
wages. Just as the 1ariff goes down, the wa-
ges of labor will go down with it. Repeal the |
tariff---adopt the gentleman’s favorite plan of
“free trade,” and you will bring down the la-
borer here, in every department of industry, 1o
the level of the seris and paupers of Europe

T'his is certain---it is inevilable. As certain as |
the laws of gravitation---as inevitable as that|
the remdval ol an obstruction between two un-
equal bodies of water, will reduce ihe one wi
the level of the other. Repeal the tariff, and
what is there 10 prevent our country from being |
instantly inundaied with the productions of the |
low priced labour of Europe. When hatters, |
shoemakers, blacksmiths, and all must come
down and work as cheap as they do, or give up
the market! With the present facilities c:fin—]
tercourse by steamships, vou might as well at- |
tempt to establish higher wages and higher pri-
ces on one side of a street than on the other, |
as 1o establish and sustain higher prices and
wages here than in Europe, under the delusive

I
]

i

more fearful consequences.  Adop! this scheme, |

you will xoon bring down and degrade the
now [ree and pro<perous laborer of this coun-|
iry, not only to the meral, but 10 the political
condition of the slaves and serfls of Europe.
By reducing their wages, you deprive the poor |
man of the means of educating his children and

fiung them to be [ree. By thus depressing
oue class of your people, you necessarily ele-
vate another.  You divide seciety horizonally
into upper nnd lower classes---distinctions and
titles supervens---jealousies and finally hostil-
ities follow, and liberty itself is in the end swal-
lowed up in monarchy. Such are the political
and moral tendencies of every siep in the di-
rection of free trade. The protective policy is
therefore democratic in its character and ten-
dencies, it ix a policy which promotes equality,
not by depressing one class, but by elevating
a'l---by elevating, sustaining, and protecting the
Iabor of your eawn country sgainst the ruinous
and degrading effucts of a 100 free compention
with the low priced and depressed labor of Eu

rope. These are views which belong to this
subject, and should not be vverlooked or disre-
garded by those who represent the free lubor of
tlus country, and especially by those who make
professions of democracy and love of the people
Now is the time, and this is the question, to
test their sincerity. Those who represen
slaves may be excused, but those representing
freemen will be held 10 a strict lccuurflabilily.

THE DUTIES ADDED TO THE PRICE, NOT TRUE'

The great and leading objection to tbe pro-
tective policy is, that the du’ies are added 1w
the price, and paid by the consumers, ‘This
abjection liey @t the foundation of ¢)e uppmi-
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or 40 per cent.; but now, owing to tha reduc-
tion of prices, they have run vp to 200 or 300
per cent. By way of illustration take the arti-

cle of glass, on which a duty of $4 a box was |

imposed at a time when glass cost $12; this
was then a duty of 33 per cent., but now when
home competition, induced by this protective du-
ty, has brought down the price to $2 2 box, the
duty, owing to this reduction of price, is 200
ead of 33; the same s true of ma-
les on which the duty, when im-

now, owing to reduction of price produced by
home competition, they amount to 2 or 300 per
cent. When four cents per pound duty was
put on cut nails, the price was twelve cents per
peund, and this duty, of course was 33 per ct.;
but now, when the effect of this protective duty
has been to reduce the price of nails from 12
10 3 cents per pound, the duty is increased lo
100 per cent; this is equally true of spikes, rods,

wood screws, &e.

A gares !
on charse collons when imporied

y of 40 per aaur bul
w, when the price has come down to 5 cents

no
per yard, the duty goes up 1o 160 per eent.
Sir, | could g0 on and enumerate more than
twenty such instances where the duties, though
moderats when imposed, now actually exceed
the price of the article; yet we are told that in
all cases the duty is added 1o the price, and
paid by the consumer! That is, that the con-
sumer pays $4 a box duty on glass that he buys

| for $2; 4 cents a pound on nails that he buys

for 3; and 8 cents a yard on coarse cotton goods
that he buvs for 5. Such are the absurdities
into which these s1ale anti-tariff theories involve
their votaries; but suppose what they alledge
were true in point of fact, and that the duty is
really added to the price, the cost ef cotion
goods being 20 when the duty of 8 cents was
imposed, add the duty, the price would be, of
course, 28 cents & yard, and the duty only 28
per cent. instead of 160 as stated by the com-
mittee; hence, if you raise the price five fold,
then the duoty is quite reasonuble, and there
will he no objection whatever 10 its payment.

AR =] i
tand Euvropian scheme of “free-irade.” But, sir,: Let the manufacturer, then run up his price

‘this scheme would bring in its train other and

from 5 to 25 cents a yard, and he at once si-
lences all the whjections of the Committee of
Ways and Means, as this would fix the duty at
30 per cent., just what they want 1. But sup-
pose the manufaciurer were to rcduce his price
to one cent a yard, then the duty being 8 cents,
would be 800 per cent Horrid oppression !
who would submit 10 pay a duty of 800 per ct.?
Who could then refuse 10 go with the Commit-
tee on Ways and Mouns for reducing such en-
ormous dutiey?
ABSURDITIES OF THE REPORT.

But the Commitiee of Ways and Means say
that the object of this bill is 10 increase the rev-
enue by reducing the duties; yet, in the very
same paragraph, they say, that should the rev~
enue be found redundant, to avoid the herrid
evils of deposites or distribution ameng the
Siates, the duties should be instantly reduced,
30 as 10 reduce the revenue to the wants of the
Government; a! this time, the commiliea say,
there is not revenue enough, and they propose
to increase it by reducing \he dulies; but should
it turn out that there is 1o much, then they say
reduce it by reducing the duties. Thus a re-
duction of duties is alike efectual with the
Committee for a reduction ot for an increase of
revenue. Excellent disciples of Dr. Sangrade,
who had but one remedy for all diseases,
“blc eding and warm water.” How such a pal-
pahle contradiction is to be re_c_?nclled or ex-
plained | am at & loss 10 conjecture.

'I'ne committee proceed next o sayt s
the true policy of every interest in the couniry,
except manufacturers, 10 adrocate the proposed
reduction of duties, and they especially name
agriculture. Now, sir, in my opinion the re-
verse of this pmpuailiuu 18 true; qricuhute is

_
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much more interested in the maintenance ol the
present protective tarifl than the manulacturer,
and for the most obrious reasous; high protec.
tive dwies are calculated 1o induce ncreased
investment in manufacturers; the effect ol this
is clearly to increaxe thes domaud for the raw
material auvd bread stufls produced by the far-
mers; and the pecessary colsequence of this
increased demand Is 10 increase the price of
every thing the farmer has 1o sell, and. by n-
creasing the gquantty, reduce the price of can-
ufactured goods. Thus the protecuve policy
enables the farmers 10 sell higher and buy low-
er; while, on the other hand, mermacud compe-
tion ebliges the manufaciurer i sell lower and
buy his supplies at higher rates; vei it is as-
serted in this report, aud in every anti-iandi
speech, that high protective duties are nnpusel
for the benefit of the manulicturer at the ex-
pense of the farmer. Now [ submit whetler
practically the opposite of this proposinon 1
not the truth; and whether such 1s not the ne-
ceasary and unavoidable result of the great laws
of demand and supply which regulate and coa-
trol prices througheut the world,

But agriculture is siill further henefited by
[lhl protective policy. By increasing manulie-
| turers, it withbolds a poruon of the capital and
hands from agnculture, and converts them into
customers justead of producers, into customers
instead of rivals; thus diminishing the quantty
and increasiny the demand for agriculiural sup-
plies, and at the same lime increasing the sup-
ply and reducing the price of the manufaciured
goods which they get in exchange. Thus, in
(every point of view in which the subject can
be considered, the farmer is more banefiied than
the manufacturer by the aduption and mainte-
'nance of the protective poliey. By way of il-
lusiration—suppose in a village there is one
' manufacturing establishment of woollen gonds;
'here the surrounding farmers ssil their wool
and other agriculiural supplios; the manufacrur-
er, having a monopoly, regulates his own pri-
ces, as well as those of the farmers—he de-
mands what he pleases, and gives what he will;
but suppose a high protective tariff on woollen
goods is passed, and instead of one woollen
factory there springa inte ex:stence five or six
'in this village, the exisiing monopoly is at once
destroyed; thers is six umes the demand for

wool and pror ases the price of every thing the -

ilge dnCTE
farmer Eal:‘:n ecil, and by glutting the market
with six times the quantily of woollen goods
' the price is necessarily reduced. Such are the
plain and obvious benefits of the protective poi-
icy lo the farmers; yet politicians would have
them believe thai they are oppressed and ru-
ined by this policy, which can alone render
them prosperous.
MR. VAN BUREN'S OPINIONS ON THE TARIFF.

And bere, sir, it may not be improper to re-
mark, that Mr. Van Buren entirely concurs with
the Com. of Ways and Means. In his letter
to the Indiana convention he says: “The great
body of mechanics and laborers in every branch
of business, whose welfare should be an object
of unceasing solicitude on the part of every
public man, have been the greatest sufferers by
our high protective tariff, and would continue =2
10 be were that policy persisted in, is 1o my
mind 100 elear to require (urther elucidation ;”
but he further says, what is much nearer the
truth, that high duties ..2 injurious 10 the man-
ulacturers themselves, for whose especial ben-
efit we are told by the comminee these high
duties are imposed. Mr. Van Buren says :---
« Excess of duties, which tempt to an undue
and ruineus investmen® of capital in their busi-
ness,is injurious to the manufacturers;” and
how---by promoting competition, and reducing
prices ? but is not this for the benefit of ihe
consumers !

But this is not all Mr. Van Buren says against
the proteetive policy---he says, *“the period has
passed awny when a protective tariff can be
kept up in this country,” that the taril “incresses
the poor man’s taxes in an inverse raiio o his
ability to pay,” and that direct taxation is a
more equal and just system of revenue than du-
ties on foreign goods. These, sir, are Mr. Van
Buren's opinions upon the tariff, as proclaimed
to the world in his Indiana letter.

But let us look a linle into the details and
practical operatien of this bill on the great ag-
ricultural, manufacturing, and mechanical inter-
ests of our eouniry. .

In the first place it greatly reduces the daties
on wool and woollens of all kinds ; thiree-fourths
of the duties, and more, are taken [rom coarse
cotions and calicoea; Jead is robbed of more
than nine-tenths of ita protection. But Penn-
sylvania seems 10 be lml for destruction.
Her iron, her ceal, her glass, her paper, her
salt, and leather, are all siruck down togeiher,
and we are to go to England for iron, coal, glass,
&e. Yes, sir, in 1842 we imported more than
four millions of bushels of ccal, under & dwy
of $1 75 per ton. This bill reduces it 1o one
dollar. Of course you must double, and doubt-
less you will usble he quantity imported ; and
for what? To increase the 1evenve. A few
days ago Pennsylvania passed a resoluiion
unanimously insiructing us 10 ge for protection
“ without regard 10 revenue.” Yes, sir, thesa
are the words, protectien “ without regard ta

N

—




