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“THAT GOVERNMENT IS BEST WHICH GOVERNS LEAsT.”
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peculiar orbit of the earth we are secured
and guarantced in a uniform supply of
these essentials to life and its enjoyment.
[tmay be said that the earth could not
have done otherwise than revolve in its
present orbit. It is not so, It might have
been launched forth into space, from the
hand of its Creator, in an orbit, or a thou-
sand other orbits utterly destructive of or-
ganilzed matter; but such is not the case;
and if net directed by the divine will, it
has wonderfully indeed selected the only
path consistent with its preservation. But
we cannot doubt, tha: the design so bene-
ficent, was from the hand infinitely good.
The lecturer here adverted to the peculiar
capacities of the inbabitants of the earth,
and its revolution on its axis to the capa-
cities of every living thing, and even ve-
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would that have been good? Or a year
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And exactly the same facts exist with re- Political.

gard to the planets; and watching them
closely we may also ascertain the tme in
which they revolve, and their position on
their axis, And this has already been

. | In the Honse of Representatives, January
done in regard to the planet Mars, and it| "yge5 0 ihe Annexation of Tesns.
has been ascertained that its diurnal revolu. » * » 5 a -

tion is exactly the same as the earth, or Slavery is not the true dificalty. In

at least within a minute or two. In Mars : > adl
therefore, we find that the same expedi. replying to the arguments of the abolition-
. )

ents have been resorted to, and for the
same purpose. We find that the planets
Venus and Mercury are surrounded with
an atmosphere, the clouds can be dis-
tinctly observed upon the surface, the
same provision exists with reference to
Mars. There is a peculiarity conunected
with Venus and Mercury worthy of our
attention here; they have the same variety
of phases with which we are familiar in
our moon. They wax and wane, some-
limes appearing as a thin crescent; at oth-
ers half full, and full circle. Both of these
planets are densely covered with clouds,
so deuse that we have never yet been abie
to see the surface of the planets. Fora
long period this was a great impediment
to science in the pursuit of investigation
relative to the character of these planets,
for they offered nothing to the eye but a
den=e mass of clouds, and it is the sun
shining on these clouds which makes the
planet Venus so resplendant an object.—
With this obstacle in the way, you will ve.
ry naturally inquire, how did we discover
their diurnal motion? It 1sa very inter-
esting circumstance, and was discovered _ _ _
by the most extraordinary accident. Trac- standing untouched, if’ they were levelled
tor, & German philosopher, had for sever- | ¢ the ground. It is not

EXTRACT FROM THE SPEECH oF
ROBERT DALE OWEN, of Idiana,

tion. We have not penetrated to the
depths of the opposition against annexa.
tion. We have not yet touched the ar-

in the minds of its opponents.
cations distinctly reveal it to us. In the
columns of the leading metropolitan whig
journal—the most moderate and respected
organ of the party—in the leader of the
National Intelligencer, under date the 13:h
December last, I find the following:
¢ Deprecating any extension of the territory
of the United States beyond its present limits
as an evil, in itwell of great magzn itude: pro-
testing against it, under any circumstances , for
the sake of the interests of the States of the
Union, both old and new, which are, in our
opinior, deeply involved in it,™ &<

I pray you to note that. I ask you o
observe distinctly how the matter stan
It avails not to argue, with our opponents,
the question of right to annex. It is idle
to sutstantiate to them, from the pages of
international law, or the dictates of com
mon sense, the legal independence o!
Texnd. These outworks carried, there s
a barrier beyond; towering far above them;

an exlension of

THE PLURALITY OF WORLDS.

On Wednesday evening, Calvert Hall
again presented a select company of la-
dies and gentlemen, capable of discrimin.
ating between the meretricious and the
real, and wisely choosing 10 improve the
brief opportunity for instruction and a-
greeable amusement, which the lectures of
this accomplished and learned philosopher
now offer to our citizens. Dr. Lardner
commenced with some appropriate obser-
vations on the Divine purposes in the cre-
ation of our system, and then directed at-
tention to the means of information with
rigard to it which we possess. Ile spoke
¢ | the telescope as the chief aid in all as.
f onomical inquiries; but too much had

een expected from this instrument, and

;onsequently disappointiment had been the
result. Unfortunately, just in the same
proportion that we endeavor to gain in
one particular by its use, do we lose in
another, for as soon as wé& increase ils
power beyond a certain extent,do we in-
evitably diminish its efficiency to pre-
sent the object distinctly. The greatest
power, therefore, that can be practicably
obtained from the best instrument, is 1000;
that is, the means of bringing any object
one thousand times nearer than it really is.
Now, if we apply this power to the moon,
we shall at once discover how little we
have to expect from its use. The moon
we know is distant from the earth 240,
000 miles, and by the aid of the telescope
we are enabled to bring it 1000 times
nearer, or within 240 miles. Thus we
see the moon under exactly the same cir-
cumstances, that we should, could we look
with the naked eye upon any object at
the distance of 210 miles, with the ex-

of light and a year of darkness, would that
have been good? It was pot the mere

in which the earth revolves on its axis as
suited to its purpose. We thus discover

which will suggest themselves to every re-

and that without violating any known la®é
of matter. It might not have turned at
all, or might have revolved in one hour,
or 100 hours, or it might have occupied a
year. But had it been in any other time
than 24 hiours orabout that period, not one
of the species which beautify and animate
it now, could inhabit it at all. Thus we
find between the time which the earth
tskes to revolve on its axis, and the pecu-
liar functions and capacities of the crea.
tures upon it, there is a most intimate con-
nection. Again it might have turned up-
on a pole at the line of the equator; or on
the plane of the ecliptic, the obvious re-
sult of which would have been that one
hemisphere would be continually light
and the other continually dark,

The position of the earth relatively
with the sun, is also of vast importance;
upright, or we should have equal day and
night; but being slightly stooping from its
axis, by this expedient, we have the grate-
ful succession of the seasons, Spring,
Summer, Autumn and Winter, and the
pleasing diversity of climates. And this
stoop [rom the axis is 234 deg., just
enough to make the eceasons of about
equal duration, and without injuriousness
of extremes, and exactly compatible with
our well-being. There is one other fact
to be considered in connection. The

separation then that was good, but the time | crescent state, and one evening, while di- |pPosshia deprecale.

that it was good in multifarious ways, |

flecting mind. The earth might have re- | came blunt, which bluntness continued to | ation, for that it may increase anc
=] | - sy . g .

r; Such circumstantial evidence as we fi

£kilful hand.

ception that the eye observes with more
distinctness, for that was made by a more
But what could we distin-
guish by the eye at that distance? A manT
No. A horse? No. An elephant? No. A city
even two miles in diameter would, if dis-
cernible at all, be but an indistinguishable
speck upon the surface. We at once see
therefore, the hopelessness of the tele
scope, as a means of affording us any in
formation as to the character of the moo
from actual ob:ervation, and how muc
less have we to expect from the sa
source when directed 10 the planets, V
must content ourselves, accordingly, wi

accessible. The solar system, I ne
scarcely say to you, is composed of a nu
ber of planetary orbs, revolving round th
sun. With one of these we are perfec
Iy acquainted, and our present inquiry i
shall we be able to acquire any knowledge
of the purpose designated by the maker
of the earth for others. If we find that
the peculiar glube which we inhabit has
been provided with certain qualities adap-
ted to express purposes, and that the same
Provisions have been made, down to the
remolest particular in all the globes with-
10 our system, the sun and moon eéxcepted,
We must infer that it is for the same pur-
poses. The conclusion then will depend
on the closeness of the analogy. Let us
then consider the provisions with regard to
the earth in doing this we must carefully
draw a distinction between known proper-
ties of malter and those which are imme-
diately contributed by the hand of the
Creator. There are two prominent prin-
ciples to be considered, firs:, light and heat
We find that they are imparted to us with

a degree of uniformity that is never jn-j@marks of the several continents, islan

terrupted by the extreme of either, orfy
such an extreme as' would be incompayi.
ble with the well-being of the creatofgs
who inhabit the earth with us.

ventillation and irrigation, bearing the

earth is surrounded with a thin fluid,
which we call the atmesphere, and is the
means whereby all respiratory creatures
have their existence. ki is also the pecu-
liar agency of the winds, and is thus ser-
viceable for the purpose of navigation, of

a
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place two principles common to all—all
are globes in their form, and all revolve
round the sun. Now let us see whether
they are bodies to which the same expedi-
ents have been applied. Is there a uni-
form supply of light and bheat? In one
and all of them we find there is. They
all revolve like the earth, nearly in circ]es_l;
and thus they all receive the same uni.
formity of lightand heat.” Have they the
divisions of night and day? Has he who
divided the light from the darkness upon
the face of the earth, and saw thatif was
good, adopted the same expedient for the
other planets of the system! Andif so,
is it not for the same cause? The next
inquiry will be, are the intervals the same
as those upon the earth? If a terrestrial
globe were now before you, and was furn-
ed round, you would see the geograpiigal

| that probably another mountain in Mercu-

al years been engaged in a particular ex. | 947 national domain ou its southwestern
amination of the planet Venus during her | frontier, it is ANY extension, which our
It iz not Texas, as
recting his observations to her cuspis or lsuch, they reject; they would reject equal-
horns, as the points of the crescent are|l¥ @ country in any other latilude, pro-
'denominated, he was much surprised te | pled by sny other race, bearing e other
| perceive that one of them gradually be- | #8™M*%. [hey protest not agains :.:::-r'\-
perpe
tuate slavery; they protest against i, as
in 1803 they protestad aguinst the por-
chase of Louisiana, “under ANY oir.
cumstances.”
Is the whig party wrong in this, their
great objection? As whigs, 1 am not pre-
pared to assert that they are.
Rome, in (he heyday of her power, nd}
ded province to province; and thi= exten-
sion of her territory but seemed 1o hasten
her decline and fall. The mad ambation
of Alexander sufficed to couquer half a
world; yet, within a year after his death,
the overgrown empire purchased by the
bloed of millions fell to pieces. it seemed,
from its own weight. Are these tobe held!
as beacon-lights ful us, in the present junc. |
ture? If ours be a government like that
of Rome under the empire, like that of the |
Macedonian conquercr, undoubtedly yes.

the crescent was broken off. At first he
thought he must have made some mistake,
or that there was some imperfection in the
instrument. Alter some time, however,
he found that this bluntness again began
to disappear uatil the point of the cresent
recovered its usual appearance. This was
a remarkable phenomenon, one that he
could not explain.

On the next evening he observed the
same planet again and again at the same
time the same phonomenon recurred. And
so long as the atmosphere of Venus was
sufficiently elear, did he continue to ob-
serve the same occurence. But how to
account for 11?7 This was for some time
a difficulty. At length it was ascertained
that at the particular time at which the
bluntness of the horn of the crescent oc-
curred, it was involved in the shadow of a
high mountain upon the surface of the
planet, and which was in fact the sole
cause of the phenomenon. Thus then it
was explained. Now we know that shad-
ows are always long, in the morning or
the evening, when the sun is either rising
or setting, hence it was clearly inferrible
that at the point of the crescent involved
in the mountain shadow, it was either
morning or evening. But this was notall.
How came the mountain there? And why
was it not always there? Simply because
the planet Venus revolved on its own axis,
and carried the mountain with it. Thus
then it was ascertained beyond doubt that
the planet had a revolution of its own.—
But this was not all. The mountain
told another tale. It came at a particular
time, and always with the same effect, and
by nice philosophical observation it was
thus ascertained that the planet Venus had
a diornal revolution almost exactly the
same as the earth and the planet Mars.—
This discovery led to observations with
the same view inthe planet Mercury, and
as a mountain had revealed these interest.
ing facts in relation to Venus it was tho’t

character, still, undoubtedly ves. Or i
like Mexico, we are at last seitle down up-
on Centralism ; if the rights of the States
are to be stolen peacemeal, and the cen-
tral power here invested with their spoals;
if this city of Washington is to dispense,
as did the mistress of the world Irom her
seven hills, all laws to govern our land;
nay, without proceeding so far, il all doul-
ful powers in the constitution are to be as- |
sumed as lawful ; if the sphere of federal
legislation is to be gradually increased;
we are to interfere with commerce, favor-
ing under the name of protection, one s=c-|
tion of our country, by taxing the industry |
of another; if, closely connected with our |
government, there is to be a central mo-
ney power, stronger in these days, and,
therelore more dangerous to liberty, than
a standing army; i the checks which the |
wisdom of revolutionary days incorporat-|
ed in our coastitution, to arrest the hot|
haste of party, in its flush of power; if |
these restricting checks are to be swept|
away; in a word, il the progress of our|
federal policy i1s to be from the less to the
more of legislation; then reject Texas,
abandon Oregon, add not, by treaty, one
acre more of Indian lands. Nay! if such/

ry might present the same facilities. And is to be our policy, our Union is far teo|

singular as the fact is, it was but a short
time, before the same phenomenon was ob-
served in the planet Mercury, and from
the same causé. The horn was eclipsed
at periodical intervals, and it was thus ae.
certained that the planet Mercury also re-
volved on its own uxis, and at intervals al-
most the same as those of Mars, Venus
and the Earth.

Here then we find the same prominent
churacmri:éi(:a 81 eatt:lh of the planel; wz
have named. Can the inquiring mind as
more of the astronomer ?hn:ﬂ %his? We | that law h"’ become, (alas, how f;; e
see that the divine author has adopted sim- ke!:::epnons ) a weapon of ag A -
ilar expedients in each, and can we doubt | :'] than f::l :ﬁg" of defeace. :‘. -~
but that they are for the same qualities in | "*"%» W@ b at the prgteclm: .w'o'
every respect, peculiar to none but com- verm;:!e;! as been overpaid for by § .';::
mon to all, and we feel that it is the work | 'emeddlings, and that the le mig

i : s o b well, in the words of the Cymnic philoso
Eiﬁé?.‘;gﬁo'ﬁ sl pher, tell the Alexanders of the world that

the only favor they asked of them was—
to stand out of their sunshine !

Men are not wise and good euough to
dispense with law. Would that they

permitted to overpass the Alleghanies.

But will such be the p
lation among us? Oughtit to be? In fol-
lawing out, from age v age, the story of
the ceaseless struggle between the Privi-
leges of the few and the Rights of the
many, forth from every page,
on the expérience of every nation, shipes
forth the great truth, that overmuch legisla-
tion has been the curse of mankind; and

There are few things more alarming to
the friends of the Union of these Siates,
than the split of the Methodist Church into
northern and southern divisions. If men|were! Government, like medicine, is o

seas, &c., as they successively came int
view on one side, passed to the centre, and
disappear on the other; they would then
remain out of sight while passing behind.

professing the forbearing and concilialing| us a necessary evil. There is such a
spirit of Religion can no longer harmon-| thing as the depotism of anarchy; sad a
izs on the difference of views us to purely | king is not indispensable to = reign of ter-

|we may safely burn, yet lcave
—— | mander more valuable than was the
tire code.

tion s hitherto
the lese, U

If it is fated gradually 10 approach such a |

large already; it ought never to have beea | entrance. :
| that we reject Texns, and leave bar and | aws oF © _
of legis- | Mexico to sertle their quarrel. Very weil | she jtifies s ia resartag 1 hece £ e
By so doing, we scothe the mscience of

blazoned | over that republic (as the phrase ») &

siGeippy Democr
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From the fate of past delgsrias we mav
§

| determine the trendings of future reform
“*| When a miner sinks his shait and stnkes
a productive vein of ore, it s his practice
first 0 fullow
[eadmg direction : then, emergmg to the
ists, we are not at the bottom of the ques. surface, with that observa o for has gusde,

he sinks, at remote distances, other shalts,
}conﬁdcn: that he will agam armve at he
jobject of his search.

| hiddea lodes that stretch aw o
gument, the stringest, the deepest seated | “uaen lodes that stzetch away imio the
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Su with the raci aped
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been from the mage

we COompare e statales 20
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mbitory, A freeman shall set s p
perty by the mauarch’s deciswon
2 traveiler shall mol be preseaded frem
leaving the kingdom ar reterming o it a
pleasure ; the King’s servants shall wed ar
Miraniy see 0 T erty { hs sibiarts
Even the minor g ges fecersd 3t Kon-
nemede are of a surmlar TS Wilpens
one charartensiic of those tipwes, nammey
that a baroa's widow shadl sl @ Ty
od 10 marry. i she preler il S
gle. O, .!-;'b.u" £ the labeas U $ Ao
called bv Blackstone * that socond Mag
Charta and stable Suiwark of Lberty,” of
which e provesech =, 1o Datanee, 1oA' 3
man shall saf Yo conlined n phson o
Mere SUsSHECHWD. AL ol hese were rude
eflorts to narrow down the sphere of go
vernment. Anc shull, even o Inder years,
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S pe—but especially o Esclond, ¢

ha'f-liderz] mether of Rerabics—evingum
and the centunes Deen
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L fmerce, U Al =0 ‘ .
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F roem such facts the mfesence @, that
our Republic, as elscwhere, we sha!l gma-
dually govern less; that the province ©
our federal legislatin will contract asg ter
ritory expands. If @t does—and that
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sings spread over the eatire coahwent of
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Let us lock to the end. Say
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ooy befpre u= i be

Mexico, and quiet the jalousy of Eag-
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a free trade treaty with Teos: o

“Protectorate.™ Lot that pass’
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with us, :
mmhuman threats she has made agauost

w&d—.”huuh&

olitical institutions, how long will profess-| ror. The practical question is, how ma-
d pelitivians do better? [ Sent.
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