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On the Land Question. b s iasssne ‘_ X 0 : P A e Tho e e tha ST ar e aeil B R AT DO e i e e T -y C e = oSl roved of by the
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purposs to discuss the whole details of the I”f" ”i."'““l.'!“""“.“': g b ‘\"“"'"’;“'"l'-".”""“" P pas Iniroruocy. ! l PR e = L d providea for int fin i jastment of 1 mties of Congr wands the measure propos
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law. I have already state I that I fully conecur s taken from her by the bl and ineladed i the | have only 1o say that, while milice 13 L"--'“‘llfl:. the dist it least o pos mob mo 1 T4 t which the General Government had the
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" iwe S .“_ | = =ty and, myv ward for i, such State will be larga- R D '1.1"1~‘!1“ calls the hest interest of my Somproaase townoi | upon 1t will ot unsettle thi ntrolled, e ""-;': by the terms of the consti-
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the tden. Tl i ress bt sl ot must not he foraatt ':‘.. that | ¢ yors-answer. Let the friends of tha Cumber- the nnsold lands i Michigan, Laiog ovar 21 (0G0 ‘contract™ or Yengagement” on the part of tha
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these 2461710 acees, the sum of

Tudiana contaras a gl nouf near

somls, and Arkansusa ;l tpalation of ..’t- it 100,000
sauls. Thas a::n!im:h\ y SRiates Now, let us

seo the applieation of the principles of the bill of
the Senator from South Carolina to thesr two

Siates, Here stands Indiana, with her 700,000
souls, havingr patd into the national Treasu-v the
suim of \l" 120,301 for the lands slready s-.I’

er the i: | her thirty-five per cent
emamine 43001

||0r TOD OO sy

recely Hif_: un!
of the procecds of the

Arknnsts, w
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paid into the national Treasury enlv K3, Hﬂ_'\‘.l‘-'.
I her '..)"',-

wonld reccive her thirty-five per cent.
027304 ac res, sul l. et !

Arkansas, containine thc‘ smaller popnl
having paid tho least monev intn the nationa!
.l'l‘:'v‘nlr\-, would receive greatly the most in the
dividend. 1 might rmn out the wea, and push th

arcument on this p ant; bat as my objoct 18 brov-
ity, and as | have murh vel to sy,
the eonsideration of another view of (he N
believing that I am uaderstond by tha Saante.
la presenting another view of tln s '-_i-'-" I maw
be permmtted to contrast the benefits (o :5|<' new
States, sapposed by the friends of "11 bit! tn by
conferred by it, with thass arising from the 11-4-.11-
bution plan, which s its meisire,
And in this point of view, [ am prepared to show
that even Arkansas, one of the most
States, would be much the i

y like ¢ :! irore s,

l\n i pa=s to

joct.

aningonist

favored
cainer bv the disirt-
l‘ultnn bill, even in n pecuni ary point of view, if
the had as much Indian title to extinguish as
Michigan, and confining it exclusively in the e=-
timate to theso lands Iving in Arkagsas. 171
tustain this position, it fullows that there is not a

South Carolina, 1 am compelled to arrive at the
onclasion, that 1 1s mv (:rll_\' to vote against if;
and it 1t should pass and become a law. and the
question should be put to me whether the w o
sition should be ;H‘"‘-‘I!h‘! by my State, | sh m]‘l
have to answer in the negative

I have now, Mr. President, arrived at that point
of the argument when 1t Lbecomes necessary to
discuss the main sulject before us—I mean the
propnsed amendment of the Seaator from Kan-
tucky, (M. Criztenden )

[Here M:. Merrick asked Mr. Smith to give
wav for a motion to adjoura.  Mr. Smuh having
spolien over an hour and a half, and 1te
Senate adjourned ; and cn the
next dayv, on the calling of ctal order, Mr
Smith rose and reso ! his remarhs)]

At the moment of the adjrurnment, Mr. Presi-
Jent, on «vo I had arrived at what scemed
to'ma o be the mun question hefl he S
I had sud something abour the

ion lulls, and therr kind

1t beine |

in the evening, the

the sp

vesterd

reemnt

had -;'r!r-m:-t-‘.i to examine some of the pProvisinns
T the il of the Senator from South Carelina.
I had admined the imoortance tn2 question be-

I had urged the
nd the urgent
malter on Lhe
Commencing,
remarks were

lore us, and oreat
piacing this
a judicimfs compromise.
at the p'-'nt where mv
(for I shall avaid repeti-

Importance
neressity, of whole
basiz of
therefore,
arrested,

tion as much as possi| 'n.\ I willi proc ef-_i to mive
my views upon the question of distribut on, in

which it will be mv purpase to show why it 1s in
my opinion entitled to mv

some of the cb |‘f“ ‘N l'nt
gainst 1L,

vier) alluded ¢

sapport, and (o answer

have been urged a-

The Senator from Arkansas (Mr. So-
to this subiect the other day,

and I

tings 1o the present--has baen ---.Iu red to sink -
to n state of dilapidation, and ruin. 1
talised the other dav with a contractor for carry-
ing tne maid in my State on this road, and he toid
me he would have to abandon bis eontract atall
hazards. He said 1t wonld rurg haim to try to gn
on; for the mail was so very heavy that he could

carry no passengers; and, so soon as the fiost was
four

GeCnyY,

ut 1o the spring, it woald he imoossibie for
of the best horses he could get 1o travel mora
than two miles an hour upon 11; and even then

they would swamp or mire dswn at the worst
2, an have to be rais by rails or lever
Aud vet, sir, out of vour expentdilure of near one

hundred miihions of dotlars, in the iast three yvears,

Inll‘_.w

not oae dollar could all the entreaties and arwa-
ments we couald use obiain. l zaw the tendency
{ the doectrines that have s lrl. our ]- esent

condition, forecibly

After evers

Xemait

o 1h

propasit

favoralilie 1o the Western j 12

!1,11}-\; [V 8! I been voateid do vo, und 1t was declar:
by a distinocuished Senator (Mr. Calhoun) that
aur approprictions had been dried up, a propesition

~ed to
tofa

witrody
R MMEncern

was approgrinta SHLO000 to the

4t P.. =acoia, on

new work

1‘.: » Gulf of Mexico: the same Senators that vo.
ted acainst the Cumberland rond voted for the
Pensacola work, 1t being oo the seahoard. And
even at this sessiop, when mv friend. the Sena-

Yy introduced a ball
yy to tha L'Jm.'-."f‘.‘!n.f

»main on the orders
Senator from Alabama
»J the committee to

(Mr. Y
aporopriaty

1t letat re

1m L.I 101,

e
ed and wis

'. refe ren -n,
inv) «

mq re o !::»3 ]lr“ riety of Inru“m" money (or

and vet I am greatlv mislaken if the
did not vote for the Pensacola appro-

this rond;
same Scnator

S faras | have been able 1o
stand them, they are the:
Firet. T'he measare 1s uncot

Secandly, It will retard the

passage.

istitatinnal
seltlement of the

t
1l
i

S:'.l':.:. by holding up th e lands for prices at whel
thev will not read '-. cell,
'l'|:..r1‘\.. It will sumalate the States to drain
1] .l‘i'-."l'\ iry of nl li g8 revonue -« '~ the H'\'JJD,

nd leavae the G

Fourthiv. It wil
dure prodigalitv am

- ] B

Fifthlv. It will
ing the proceeds of

'l‘ ral Government helulrss,

carrupt
ng the citizens,
make it necessary, by sbstract-

the public

he defizit.

Thes e, eomprise the principal obijre-
tions. 1 ed them fairly, aad I intend 1n
the progress of the debate to meet and drscuss
them io the same spirit 1n which I hive latd them

uwn

The first question is ene of grave import; for
o that shauld be ar st me, the argiment cioses,

and the il fallzs, so fur as depends upoa my vote,

[ am apprized of 1he pozition that 15 maintaine
Ly those who deuy the coasl iy of the
sed mneasure. Theyv contend that 1t s un-
0 tutional 1o raise monev lor the purposs
listributing it arpong the States, and therelore,

inasmuch as the absteaciion of the

the revenue of the Government creates a
thiat mus1 be made up by an increase of 1Wmp 3
it taiges the constitational ol ction. e view

i 1 3150

that ] entertain of ths constitational question,
renders it unnecessars for me to examina he
»sition assumed, which I admit to be a quesiion
Lut which, upor a full discussion
the power

0
of grave import,
in Congress, was decided 1n favor of

Sintes as have Lecoma or shall become members
! the confederation or federal albianece of the
ginin inclusive, aceording to their usu-

praporiions an the genersl charge
iture, and shall be faithfully and bona
for that purpose, and for no other

i

il réspechive
ana expendit

lisposed of

wrpose whatsoever,” 1 leave the constitutional
arcument here, l. wing in my own mind at least
su=tuined the eonstital ion ality of the dispositien

proposed of ::w procecds of the public lands, by
which it would seem to {ollow that any other dis-
position, (.v.._“,,t to make the truzt fund more val-

' ¢ the discharge of the revolulionary
i -*'h purpasa they were ceded, has
ion of the deelarcd object of the

sequently an infraction of that gec-
which [ have read, secu-

tton of e cen=litulion

ngr the ! r of tha * cts™ and “e
ring tha mviolibiiily of thas Ycootrac e n
gagements” of the Cunfederation.

The questions may arise, how do you maintain,
inder this state of the argumen?y, tho grants of
linds 15 the new States, and the diswribution of the
and fund, not envered by the deeds of cession?
Viv answer to the first is, that the clause of the
constitution whieh | have read, expressly gives
power of dizposition over the property; and,
.3 a trustes, Cang gress has the power to grant or
inpropriste one part of the fund o enhance the
value of the residue. Such has been the charac-
ter of all the gran's made. To the second ques-

1, | wauld sav, that, s= the other lands have
been paid for by the people of all the States, the
same people have an undoubted right 1o a return
of their procceds upon a fair distribution, should
thev desire it.

Secondlv. Wiil the bill retard the settlement of
the Strtes in which the lands lie, by holding up

the




