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j WINTER IN THE KLONDIKE. "A 

BAND 
OF 

FOOLS." 
.J John T. Emerson Writes Home of the 

h /, * Long, Gold Winter and of thQ Hard 
X Prospecting Which Came to Naught 

.Mrs. Mary JSraerson is in Teceipt of 
:  n. lengthy letter from her son, John T. 

*• Hraerson, who left Ottumwa nearly a 
• yeuc and a hull ago for the Klondike. 

In Seattle he joined the Starbuck 
? , party, made up principally of lowans, 

which, as everybody now knows, went 
on a wild sroose chase. This is the 
first letter Mrs. Emerson has had from 
her son for ten months, and is a com
plete diary of the winter spent in the 
frozen north. Mr. Emerson's letter 
5i especially interesting because he 
speaks of other Ottumwans who are 

• • - now searching for gold in that coun-
'tljjry. The complete letter follows: 

• ijPeb. 20. lS9.vLatitude C»7 degrees, 10 
minutes north, longitude 154 degrees 

' minhtes west (about), ou Hogat-
•../ . zakakat River, near head ,waters,'Alas

ka. v 

'/Dear Mother and Brother: A year 
ugo, I left home—and haven't got any-

v \' >Vjiere yet. To be sure I am far 
enough away. . IfI could ,1 ravel due 
«outli 1.572 nautical miles (6,080 feet), 
and then \ due, east ;  :i,S20 miles, I 
should bo able to rest my weary eyes 

- o)n' the gilded statue of Wapello Chief, 
l-am Writing within the Arctic Circle, 

- vyjiieh, if 1 remember rightly, begins 
• U& 66-degrees *12 minutes. Anyway the 

;  s§.n failed to get $ibovethe horizon 011 
Spy. .30, last, and we did not see his 

1 fabe for forty-four days, until he man-
ntfed to.climb above again Jan. 13. The 

j: days were rather short but still' we 
had four and one-half hours twilight 
ajfoout Dee. 21. Yesterday we had eleven 
hjjurs of davlight. and about all of. June 
a.irid the first half of July we .should 
jqg able to see the sun continuously, 

•T' barring cloudy weather if, we remain 
> liitjre. During the short days we lireak-

fjjteted at 9 to 0:30 ar.d dined and sup-
< Wad at 3:30' to 4. We then talked, read 

or played games as late as we pleased, 
Without being continually conscious of 
having to be at some daily appointed 
t&sk «arly next- morningv Dujing the 
twilight hours we exercised. £jonje 
preparing, fuel, some setting snares for 

y a Jedri rabbit; some hunting spruce 
• t hens and ptarmigan, and some taking 

long walks up and down the river. 

"Baud or Fools." 

• I\iit I-know "Vou %ill-be'abxious- to 
hear of ourr da^ ̂ iiaresf{ (in retro-

- gressjon) since the magnificent steam-
er "Iowa" turned .,her_majestic prow 
to the sea and St. Michaels, and left 
our. Wdy;band (qfrfppjs)>,3 This event 
hapjjened on «MoAya|vdvHSgi S," 98. We 
went to work and built two poling 
boat. The Kteer camp also, built two 
and Parks and Twogood cauip, and 

' ' Bronslow and Sfiar.bliek camp5 each 
built one. Thepr.wev parted* to get our 

* goods up the rjver and se^^61*8 ant' 
\ McGregor ahead witfi a load or goods 
" to- spy out fhf'M&VI- HMWHPof this 

"1 nd7ng~"stream, and lo filfcl winter 
quarters (and gold), if they cSuld. The 
Kiser camp also started lor the same 
destination with a load of goods, as 
well as Parks and Twogood. In /the 
meHnwhile the steamer Seota, with 
eighteen San Francisco and Alameda 
gold seekers on,b.onfd, .stepmed up 
past our «amp. They were towing four 
men,' plirt of'Avhoffl"liaci trailed us 
Irom Slcaguny,' and - W'' (SbUrse all 
caught the fever, .ffom reading, a^ copy 
of the "Starbuck. Tyetter," which they 
had in their possession 

On August 24,'Starbuck and Browns-
low left for Nulato. Just before Star
buck started Parks and Twogood, who 
were short on flour and sugar,'offered 
Starbuck cash for some, but lie're* 
lused tOsSell them a pound,.although 
he was going direct to Xulalo. a trad
ing post that, was known to be well 
supplied with all kinds of provisions. 

Wlhen we bid good-bye to the re
turning Iowa crowd the understand
ing was thiit they were to prospect on 
their way down this river, a certain 
creek .that we had all passed by with
out stopping, and if they found any-
thingithey were to let us know at 
ODQMKThe two miners, Ed. and Ben. 

of Montana, whom we had 

, iff 
Ciregor and myself were finishing tlnye 
cabin. .Burnett. baked six large loaves 
of yeast bread daily for six eonsecu-d 
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j**"picked U|r-on the Koyukuk, and 
!(ibrought up tlfSh stream with us, were 

to accompany them on their return, 
that far and help prospect this creek. 

• About this time. Aug. 24, they came 
back up stream for their goods, which 
they had cached alongside of ours; 
They reported that the "Iowa" had de
parted for St. Michaels; that Thomas' 
and wife, Hiatt. Con Doran, MielmcK 
Sherlock and Bridgeman had Ktup-e'-l. 
at tills creek; that good prospects* h:il 
been found on rim rock, and all the 
returning Iowa crowd had (lied on 

" twenty, acres each for. himself mid 
twenty additional acres for some near 
and dear relative that had never seen 

>. Alaska, , except possibly in golden 
dreams, and in addition to above ter-
l'itory they had located 100 acres more 
as a corporation and were going to 

•t ; put it 011'the market at home (for 
benefit of friends) and come back next 
summer with steamer and goods 

.-••• bought with proceeds; and also that 
they (Boyer Bros.) had filed in addi
tion on a quartz lode and sent out 
staples to be assayed, and Inst but 

f iiot least, that they had been instruct
ed to not tell us anything about this 
find. 

Started Out Prospectlue. * *' 
4* f 

You will remember that at this time 
there were only three of us in camp, 
Burnett confined to his bed with a 
broken leg, Buck and myself. We had 

. ' moved most of our goods about twen
ty-five miles up the river and cached 
them on a sand liar, but did not con
sider them any too safe on nceouut of 

,some possible sudden rise in the river, 
and as our first cache where thet4Io-

• wa" left us was high and dry above 
any signs of high water marks,'we took 
a light load of 1.000 pounds with Bur
nett. bed and all. and in two days hud 
our tent pitched near our upper caehe. 
The night spent between these places 

-Jg we fixed up "Deacon"* Burnett in his 
bed on the top of our load in the boat 

! . which toe tied to some willow bushes. 
He said he never slept better in his 
life, but then the "Deacon" hjves the 
water. Our two bovs and tl% Kiser 
Kftftfi dPWB *be riysx osxb 

day, Aug. 27, in the afternoon, and re
ported .that they had "found some col
ors but no.gold/* We all left for Clear 
treekifhnt afternoon and evening, ex
cept Akers, who stayed behind to keep 
Bnrm«tt straight. We made Discovery 
Claim fifteen miles un the creek bv 0 
p. m. on the 20tlu They told us that 
by weight the best pans were only I1/., 
to 2 cents and we ourselves could only 
get nine colors per pan and that from 
scrapings off jhe* exposed bedrock on 
the bank of the ereek. The next morn
ing we put blankets and 'grub oil our 
baeks and prospected :some ten or 
tvyelve niiles further up the ereek and 
climbed a mountain peak in the forks 
on the second day. The view showed 
nothing but mountain peaks and the 
valley of Clear Creek. The blueberries 
and cranberries above the timber line 
«f this mountain were the finest 1 
have ever seen. .Evidences of recent 
occupation by bears and elks were ev-
ervwhere to be seen. .'Hiatt shot a 
•hirgc bear al>ou1 a week or ten davs 
later /tear this peak. We, met the Ki-
mt vamp as \v;> were returning from 
this peak, and slept that night on a 
sand bar. The next morning. Sept. 1, 
Ave arrived at Discovery Claim at 11 
a. in. and tiled our claims and the next 

• morning we stal led for our own camp. 
'I lie tnosquilos were not so bad at this 
ti:yt» beeanse it froze iee on still water 

_every night and rained half the day 
Ume.. The ride down the creek-was 
very exciting. It is very winding, and 
consists of a succession of pools and 
rapids and the rapids are gene'rally on 
curves. .Just imagine a man standing 
in each end of/a poling boat, pole in 
hand, trying to keep it in the stream, 
and avoid overhanging trees, rocks, 
drift and perpendicular banks. .Our 
boat was twenty-five feet on top by 
twenty-two feet on bottom. ^Jeam was 
four feet on top by fourteen inches 
on bottom. It was clinker built and 
sixteen perpendicular height at cen
ter. Miles Canyon and White Horse 
Rapids weren't in it. The water was 
clear as a crystal. The pools full of 
g^evling and speckled troiil; You 'cotlm 
see them dart aroiind the boat by doz
ens;. When we came up the creek the 
stench from dead salmon lying on the 
gravel bars was nearly unbearable. We 
actually counted twenty-five on one 
little bar not over sixty feet in length. 
It was not so bad and they were nearly 
all gone when we came down. It rain
ed steady all the time and we stopped 
at noon near the mouth and camped 
in Hoyer Bros.* tent. Thejr were on a 
trip down to the Koyukuk and we had 
no .tent with us and, one does «ot rel
ish sleeping in wet clothes when he 
can have dry ones. Here we met Parks 
and Twogood, who had come down the 
ri^er-and were engaged in bringing 
their goods up into the creek. Two-
good and I caught five greylings with 
flies." While fishing 'Twogood surpris
ed a - flock of partridges and shot a 
duck coming down the creek so we had 
a pretty good supper. The next morn-
-Higrwe starter! up river for our first 
cache and arrived at 5 p. m. We ha$ 
a fine view of Clear Creek mountains 
from a point on the river, and what 
was so green and brilliant the dav we 
were up there was now covered with 
the beautiful snow. We a^ked each 
other what we had done with our sum
mer's wages, but the only answer was 
the gurgling of the river as it went by. 

Stop oil Clear ("reek* 

It\froze hard that night. We started 
early: the next morning with a heavy 
load and made our upper cache at 
8:30. The leaves had turned quite yel
low by .this time and some were fall
ing. Nature whispered "The melan
choly days are come." Huck and J 
Went back the next morning for the 
last load of goods, and Akers and Mc
Gregor took a load iip stream. In the 
meanwhile, the San Francisco crowd 
were building cabins about fifteen 
miles abov^e our present quarters and 
we began to think that a cabin might 
be a pleasant thing to possess. A 
rainy spell set in and the river rose 
steadily until it had risen five feet in 
all. /Nearly all the bars were covered. 
Jt.cauie within a foot of our tent and 
within an inch of our cache. It was 
impossible to pole against the current. 
It rushed'by carrying whole trees torn 
lip by the roots and emitted a souud 
sit places as though It was boiling— 
guess it was. It froze hard nights. 
On the night of the 10th the water 
commenced to fall rapidly, and on the 
morning of the 12th we broke camp 
and took everything and slept that 
night in one of the San Frdneisco cab
ins. The next forenoon we pitched 
our tent, selected our cabin site rind 
cm opr first log for game. In the af
ternoon we attended the funeral of 
Fred Alton, of Alameda, Cal„ who had 
died the day before from a cold con
tracted incoming up the Yukon. On 
ihe 14th we got alt of our belongings 
to the cabin site and the next day 
commenced our cabin which we finish
ed and moved into on the 25th. It was 
the largest in camp. 14x18 feet inside; 
had the bark peeled off the inside for 
light, and a board floor and was chink
ed with moss. It has proved the 
warmest "mansion" I ever spent a win
ter in. On the -lCth the three San 
Francisco scouts came down the river 
and reported that if they had found 
any gold it was in a" certain basin on 
the right fork, ©n the 19th Huck and 
five others took two loads of provisions 
with the intention of caching them at 
the mouth of the ereek that ran out 
of this basin. Then parties could go 
up as soon as the river froze tip with
out .hnulin* so much on a sled and 
prospect. It. whs freezing nights and 
the poles and ropes were covered with 
ice and were hard and rough and stiff 
to handle. Tn the morning they had 
to break thin ice with their poles be
fore they could proceed., They got 
afraid of being frozen in and cached 
about ten miles this side of the ereek. 
and came to camp on the 24th. It 
snowed a little the day before. 

, Hurnett was .getting along finely 
with h!s broken leg, and..>v,ith the aid 
of crutches had beep doing the cook
ing ever#since'we had pitched our tent 
at this place. Hy the first of October 
he hardjy used his crutches, except 
when he took an occasional stroll on 
the boulevard. While Buck was up 
tbe nxex Pa to lust irip, Alcece, Mo

ps oud ijet their sleds. 
ei')j and I loaded; tent,' 
mid provisions for a 

and started up river for 
the ereek, Some six roileS . 

t  wed the hardest that day 
who»'u s/s • snowed here. Some , ineeis yhps fci, „nd we had har[1 

w ,J"ghing through it. It was 
v 1 ~4, could not see 

from day-1 
_ , but saw j 

nothing. The thermometer droppt'd 
to .i;i . helow part of the time. We i 
came nome on the l'i:h, and on the 
19th 1 started eookinur for our camp: 
t aruess .V had better touch lightly on 
that part oE my career. The. boys 
must all have had their lives insured, 
and they surely could masticate and 
digest anything that nu ostrich could. 

either tent nor w 'Jj r.,jnghing through it 
wild berries)— and nt nimes J"011 C0U 

on, beans, bak- fret. We tramped i 
oatmeal. Octo- 'nstft . till dark every day, 

£ colder, and Anyway, 1 experimented on 'them, and| 
it was 12 de« they said nothing*but eat everything ' 
this time we s se[ before them. Christina^ i 

daily for six consecu-'d 
tive days before he could get any r 
ahead or skip a day. You see we had j 
been living on baking powder biscuits, 
if we were fortunate enough to get 
them, for some time. On our trip to 
Clear Creek we had neither tent nor 
stove nor fruit (except 
just some good old bacon 
itig powder bread and 
ber 1 was a red-letter day—"Deacon" 
made his first nies and turn-overs. 

Winter Setn In* 
On October .ri the river nearly froze 

over. On the 0th about a dozen of the 
boys went .skating ok a lagoon. On the 
12th it snowed a little, and the next 
day some of us skated on the river and 
over it. -Jt lcent. getting colder, and 
the morning of the 17th 
grees below. During all 
had been making our wood pile as dinner consistecV of mashed potatoes, 
large as possible. By the 20th the with brown gravAy and fried bacon, 
days got s$ short that we decided that cracked wheat "mush with milk and 
two meals a day were ehough as long sugar, boiled rice with butter, sugar 
as we had nothing particular to do. and nutmeg, boiled p»um pudding 
On the 25th Akers and-1 took our guns with sweet sauce, white and graham 
and began to explore our surround- bread, doughnuts*-apple pie, fruit cake 
ings. The lagoons and marshes were (one year old), 'butler, sugar, coffee, 
frozen over, so you could walk most.; etc: There wer<r nt> swelled heads the 
anywhere the brush would let vou andiiekt morning. ' v; 

™rVm4nH °f *"OW 
h'°1 ,thH! *"ermomcter napped SO Below. ground. I - to the 25th we had shot ; 

nothing except a half dozen spruce' e°" tbe 27th w|::yicwed the eclipse, 
hens, and saw no tracks but what, have - °* , e moon. During the next 'two 
since proved to be otter and rabbit °ttpr .was ghot. 1 'Most o.f 
tracks. Wo found that nearly all the ^un Francisco crowd,skinned their 
country had at some time or other bncon and sewed the rinds on the bot-
been burned Over; found standing! !?m ,of' their •mowsjUMiis. and- two of 
charred sturtips of trees thirtv inches '1,c 

H
bo-V?- eaeh °f .^"P: » /'cd-

in dbinetcfr, -and many birch trees.""8""*'" ^ 
peeled by the Indians. - . j i°fV -? im -n i to* n •t*' ^ . i 12th t>4, Uth oQ, and 14th -22. \ On the 

On the 2«jth. zero weather. Some six ] mh the three men we.hiid left up the. 
miles from camp we ran into a bear j-ivev on Thanksgiving day arrived in 
hole, into which the animal had evi -J^amp. They reported the left fork 
dently retired only a few day.s previ- no good and said they lmd eaten the 
ous, as leaves and «rass were scattered I last morsel they had* that morningy 
all over the KQOW . " Wo woke them up 
with some lighted birch bark stuck on 
the end of a stick, and as they came 
out to see what the matter was, we 
quickly saluted them wit^t our 30-30 
•ifies. There were three—a mother 

and her two children. It was murder 
in the first degree, and the only excuse 
was fresh meat. 
r.On the 17th of September iwo of the 
San Francisco crowd were drifting 
down the river and saw two bears 
ahead of them on a side hill. They got 
within seventy-five yards, but* the 
bears got disgusted and hurried away 
out of sight, after standing stock still 
for three shots.. There was no blood 
drawn that time. You may believe 
there was rejoiping ip camp over the 
bear and two' cubp. They were very 
fat and tasted like roast pork or roast 
beef, just as on<» fancied. We distrib
uted them over camo so that all—-
twenty-six men—could have several 
meals of fresh meat. Although Alcers 
and myself hunted faithfully until 
October 81, we found no more bear 
holes except three old and empty ones. 

In the meanwhile two of the San 
Francisco crowd had gone to Clear 
Creek with hand sleds. They got back 
on the 30th of October, and reported 
that Don Rutlege had left for-borne 
on September 18; that they were una
ble to get down to bed-rock on Chjaiy 
Creek on account of the water'ijfcak
ing in; that 100 people had Come in 
the]K;..Ailcl^tal^i^ii]>J^ait^ ̂ ntl, that 
Hiatt h'ad sfco*^;baVibqu*tljack Ih ftie 
mountains. • . . 

.Nothing on Basin Creek. 
On Nov. 1 all of our crowd except 

Burnett «ind six of the Oan Francisco 
crowd, took tents, stoves and provis
ions on hfcmd-sleds and started up river 
to prospect Basin Creek, some fifty-
three miles up river. It was seven 
miles up th^ creek to the Basin, and 
we had to swamp the creek before we 
could pull a sled. It was full of 
warm -springs which bothered us con
siderable. The weather ranged from 
zero 'to 40 degrees below. By the 10th 
we had all claims staked off and 
started to burn the first hole. Two 
of the holes had to be abandoned on 
account of water breaking in, and new 
ones were started. We decided to 
prospect beyond the bald hills which 
surrounded our basin, and also to 
prospect the left fork of basin creek, 
and made up two parties. I was with 
the mirty that cdimbed the mountains. 
It was a grand view. 'Snow-capped 
rugged peaks bounded the north and 
west; east was a succession of bald 
hills as far as the'eye could see. while 
in the south stretched the valley of 
the Ilog*atzakakat. with its winding 
river, small lakes, lagoons and march
es. 1 shall never forget it. The be«t 
things any of us found were two old 
Indian winter hun'ting camr>&. By the 
20th we had one hole down fifteen feet 
anti another eight feet, both in a soft 
hurdpan and the knowing ones decid
ed that Basin Creek was worthless as 
a gold producing spot. On the 21st 
we gathered all our "penates" (not 
potatoes), and started for the forks 
of the river. Here, King, Johnson qnd 
McGregor deeidcti to prospect the left 
fork, and leaving them the remaining 
provisions and bidding them good 
litck. ye started for camn on Thanks
giving day. It was so windy that at 
certain bends one had to walk on 
shore and jerk his sled along a foot oi> 
two at a time, until he made that 
betid. One could not walk on the 
slippery ice against t'he wind and pull 
a "ound. "Fortunately, for most of Ihe 
way, the wind was at our backs. We 
had sport that day. The wind would 
blow our sleds so hard that one 
would have to be quick and jump on 
them or they would get away. 1 rode 
once over 200 yards without a stop or 
turnover. We* arrived at camp next 
day at 1:30. 

Thirty-Three Ceuti Per Pan. 
On the 30th, Manion, Hiatt and Ben 

Boyer came up fr<5m Clear Creek, pre
pared to go up the river if we had 
wtrucic any pay dirt. They reported 
that one ho»le had been dug down to 
•bedrock, seven feet, but t'hat it filled 
with water at once. That they had 
afterward found by weight, 33* cents 
per pan from the gravel thrown out of 
the hole; that mail would, be brought 
from Xulalo lo. Clear Creek about Jan. 
1; that Ihirtv-two steamers were 

They killed three- otters while ascend? 
ingvthc left fork and ate the four, 
quarters and threw, away the trunk 
piece*. When thjey came back ' 'they 
hunted around in .the snow and found 
them and ate them. The three otters 
furnished ten fu]l meals. They also 
at midday, Dec. 26nh. from an eleva
tion, saw at the same time the full 
moon and the sun, The moon did not 
set. King froze the end of his heel a:  
few days before coming home. On 
Jan. 24, Buck, Aker? and Burnett and: 
six of the San Francisco crowd started 
with sixty days' provisions, for Clear 
Creole. We got water out of the river' 
until the 26th, when it froze up soli*4 
and we have melted ice since. Main
spring to my watch broke on Feb. 3. 

On Feb. 7, King, Johnson, McGregor 
and Stokes started to explore the 
head waters, of the right branch, with 
ninty days' provisions. King's heel was 
not entirely well* The 8th and 9th 
were very windy and I walked up riv
er about six miles and found them all 
in camp waiting, for the wind to go 
down, so they could make a sled trail 
with tlieir,snow shoes. From the 11th 
to the 21st, inclusive, the thermometer 
ranged at about 8 a. m. minus 47 de
grees. On the 11th, 17th, 18th, 19th and 
20th. respectively, it was minus 51, 64, 
60 and 62 degrees. Thompson and Ted 
Hanson -were siclr. 
'"•May 1, 1899. Same old place. From 
the 20th to 'March 8, inclusive, the ther
mometer registered - an Average of 
minus 43 degrees. On Mafch 15 two 
6 1  the San Francisco crowd came in 
from Clear Creek, and reported that 
the rest of. the boys were camped 
from eigh't to twelve miles below; that 
they could not get a hole at Clear 
Creek on'accbunt of the warm springs 
breaking in; that Dawson had burned 
down; that two men had died at Clear 
Creek of scurvy, and that one had ac
cidentally shot himself; tt.at Bridg-
tiian an« Parks had the scurvy, but 
they nad gotten them to drinking 
spruce tea and they were up and out 
once more; that the mail carrier on 
the Yukon finding* that he was freez
ing, dumoed his mail off the sled and 
lashed himself on anu whipped up his 
dogs, and that they did not know 
whether they would be._able to save 
him at Minook. Three^ more of the 
San Francisco crowd came to camp 
without their loads, and the first two 
left with food. They had come up to 
break trail with snow shoes and carry 
back food. 
1 iie tnermometer -got up to 33 de

grees today, the first time since Oct. 
8, and we shoveled two feet of snow 
off our cabin roof. 

The next day Buck and McMahon 
came to camp on snofr shoes, to break 
trail, and went back after d.inner. 
They reported that the transportation 
companies were now engaged in boom
ing the Koyukuk; that one had se
cretly shipped a chest of gold up to 
Tramway Bar and transferred ft to 
another boat and openly brought it 
down river and showed it and spoke 
of it as actually dug on the Koyu
kuk. 

All the Boy* Get Lettei •• 
On the 17th all of the boys came to 

camp. They all had4 received letters 
except myself. You should have seen 
them eat for the next week or ten 
days. On the 20th some of the boys 
cut a bole through the ice to see if 
they could not get some lish. Ai 5 
feet six inches they broke through, 
within 6 inches of gravel. No fish 
and water very yellow. In the after
noon two white men.came down the 
river, and reported that they had left 
the headwaters of the Alatua (Allen-
kakat) river three weeks before; that-
their part of the country was full of 
people and that there was no gold 
there: that the thermometer had reg
istered on two days 75 and 82 degrees 
below; that they had met our'party 
some eighty miles up the river; that 
there was no large stream between the 
Alatua and the Hogatzakakat, and that 
the latter river had four forks; that 
they saw no sign of larger game than 
otter. They were going down near 
the mouth of this ri^er to see the Au
rora party, of which they were a part. 
They left the next morning. On the 
22d we had a rabbit steV^nd on the 
23d one of the men shot a squirrel. 
The two Hansons and Chase started 
for some open rapids, some twenty 
milcK below, for a tisli and otter hunt. 

BIG 

Clear in 
- —— «T -

THE HUB 
worth 35c, for 18c 

All 75c straw hats - for 50c 

$175 
$5.75 
$3,00 
$2.75 

ip-
40 pairs boys7 wash pants, 
All 1.50 straw hats - for 75c 

^ i All 75c crash hats for 45c , ^ 
22 nice black wegrwcll suits, worth 5.00, for • < • * 
24 nice alt wool brown plaid suits, sold elsewhere for 10.00, this sale for <« 
About 20 young men's suits, regular market value 5.00 to 6.00, this sale for 
Boys'long pants suits that were 4XX), now * 7 • 
Young men's nobby suits actually worth 15.00 will be sold * : 

while we have them, for ' •> <> •> , i • $9.00 and $7.50 
t, ^ CALL FOR THESE. THEY ARE BIG BARGAINS.-
fcfe J«Vf> •• • • •' !' " ' \ '-V' "" 

A lot of remnant suits at just half price to make room for 
our big fall stock which is now beginning to arrive. 

We knew that there would be a big advance in prices this fall and bought early, thus 
securing our fall and winter clothing at the old prices. Oar room is not large enough 
for our stock, and we are bound to clear the. decks for our new goods at . prices that will 
force sales, To see our prices on these goods is equivalent to making a purchase, 

THE NICEST 
LINE OF 
SHIRTS IN ' 
OTTUMWA. 

ii.# 

Latest designs and colors, COMMON SHIRTS from 15c to 50c. 
A: A; ALL KINDS from the CHEAPEST to THE BEST. X X 

jjffi Union Made Goods a Specialty, a 
CALL. AT THE HUB AND SEE ABOUT IT 

®800080086600060900008008008000000G80®i 

frozen in on the Koyukuk and ten |On Ihe 25ih Tony and Luke, two Kotze-
men on the JJogatzukukat^ This was 
all Mich startling news that the *un 
did not -show his face that morning; 
in fact he never'reeovered lite equilib
rium until fJan. 13, After a pleasant 
visit they left for hiome^on Dee. :? and 

i hue Sound Indians, eatne to eamp. We« afraid 

son and Stokes came to camp. Stokes I 
was about siek. . The boys reported I 
nit." On the 28th Dr. Motcalf and j 

Jim Crosby started up river to bring j 
back their cache, above the left fork. 
I followed * the trail of the Indians 
some twelve miles in order to see 
where they were going and the ar
rangements they made for a night's 
camp. They ttaveled for a day and a 
half in a sotrth and southeast direc
tion, toward some bald hills. On the 
31st the two Indians came back to 
«amp, and we entertained them for 
twenty-four hours. They said they 
were "twenty sleeps" too early for 
caribou. They sung for us, showed 
McGregor how to dress his otter skins 
and Tony drew me a map of the 
country. The map shows no large 
river between this one and Alatua. On 
the 22d we celebrated Easter with a 
big dish of custard made from crystal* 
ized eggs. 

From the 4th to j-tu, inclusive, 
Johnson, MoMahon and I cut trails 
overland from «ur camp to the steamer 
Leota. On the 10th nart of the San 
Francisco crowd began to haul their 
goods down to the steamer and the 
rest nut three whip-saws to work—the 
intention being to build a scow and 
put a sleeping cabin on steamer. On 
the 18t'h two men came to camp and 
renorted that the ereek had overflow
ed and the steamer was eight inches 
under water and they wanted two 
pumps made. On the *19th McKenzie, 
LaPlant, Chase and Buck, -McGregor 
and Schrader left for the steamer. The 
steamer was some twenty-five miles 
below us by the river, out was only 
four hours' walk by trail; we estimat
ed that we walked from two and a 
half to two and three-quarters miles 
per hour. 

At Rlouth of tukou, 
Sunday, June 11, 1899. 

We are now lying at the mou'th of 
the YUKOU, waiting for the ice to 
blow out of the sound, so we. can 
steam across to St. Michaels. Since 
writing the above we got the steamer 
out of the water, overhauled her ma
chinery and built a cafcin, and on 'May 
23 started down the river for Nulato. 
There we learned that Don Rutlege 
had not gone home but had gone to 
Cape -«ome, and had sent a letter to 
his camp stating that the prospects 
were good. We found that every one 
who could had left for Cape jfome, 
so we came on down the»Yukon as 
fast as we could. We are going to try 
to get over there and. locate claims 
and then find some means of getting 
food of some kind. We have been out 
of butter and sugar and -milk for some 
time, i got no letters at Nulato. 
Have not heard from you for over a 
year. Guess I will have to come home 
to see how you are. While lying here 
waiting for the ice to get out of the 
wayt  we go hunting, and so far have 
had duck, curlew, grouse and snipe 
for dinner each day. 

The steamers ^Porteus B. _ Weare,1 

"Klondike," "Yukon," "Sunflower,' 
and "Dewey1** are here, and the first 
small boat has come down with three 
of our original Iowa crowd. The In
dians here are entirely different frqm 
the Koyukuk Indians. 

Is Going to Cape Nome* ?' 
Tuesday, June 27, St. Michaels. 

I have just came from the postof-
fice and as usual for the past thirteen 
and a half months have drawn a blank. 
I have not had a letter from any one 
since we left the foot of Lake Bennett. 
Henry Stoessel is here in St. Michaels, 
and in the postoffice. He has had 
pretty regular mail and papers. We 
arrived here a week ago last Friday 
and were pretty well "busted" finan
cially and physically. I went to work 
for the N. A. T. & T. Co. on Saturday 
and have gained one pound each day 
for tlhe first ei**ht days; weigh 1G0 
pounds now. T am trying to earn 
enough money to pay my passage o\;er 
to Cape Nome. Not that 1 think there 
Is plenty of gold over there. I am 

•»»»>>»> 

I THE GREATEST YET 
Notwithstanding the extreme hot weather and busy 

..times, , 

understood 'hi'.v were from ihe Ku
wait liver and hail come over b>']'(• lo 
limit caribou. Tliry eiieilri] paelieil a 
ritle, i'ulie. very light ax, extra pair 
fur sleeping; bools and snow shoes. 

it is ni in ply a boom by the 

liine-.of tlie San Francisco crowd start-11'he.v also hud dried salmon, a bludder 
ed for Clear Creek, on tlie same day 

'«iul the next. On the 5th two of 'the 
Tjoys came .back. One day and one 

of oil, a few cooking utensils and had 
shot a spruce heo. .\fcAen/.ic\s cabin 
took them in and thev stayed over 

nisrht on the' trail in winter time was 1 "tsvo sleepy," explaining they were 
enough for them. They were done up j "plenty sick in the groin." 

Itaee pi Jlie fepya bad to gft &osm\~fiu the &cg, tfoha-

transportation companies. Of course, 
I have to go, being so, neur, and lie 
leudy for any clianee I can get. They 
say every thing Js. staked. I don't 
know when ] snail write yon again, 
probably not till I get back from a 
prospecting trip over there. 1 shall 
have to pack blankets, food and tools 
and travtjiiig will be slow. 

XI v adat 
Michaels. 
fcpa me 

will be this place, St. 
laska. If you don't, hear 

Iwise brfpis tf.au 10 
Alasl 
11fck 

m 
i 

Chicago 

Reports the best business for last 
week he ever had in Ottumwa. Noth
ing bat genuine merit and ability could 
accomplish what Dr. ONEAL has ac
complished in Ottumwa. : . 
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" Watch the Courier for days and 
dates of his next free consaltatip* 
They ^ill be announced soon. T 
make your arrangements to go and 

S him. Is * 

fuse some poor. tramp a bite to eat. 
The steamer "ltoanoke" came in three 
days ago (June 25) anil oh board were 
part of our old Iowa party—Capt. Ab
bott -and his father, John' Keebles and 
Foster, Vaile and Barber. They had 
machinery for Clear Creek, steam 
boat and saw mill. They are now go
ing to Cape Nome. They had letter# 
for all of us but myself. . The old 
scoundrel -Starhuek was also on board 
and had a party of three men in r^nv. 
The Iowa party "queered" him with 
ihe three meu. Hundred? of destkuie 
miners are now eoming ia from Daw
son and alou# tlie Yukon. The gov
ernment took out huudreds lust tail 
who were stranded here. I »m pret
ty sure that Cape Xome is a fake. T 
e*in not learn positively that any **oM 
ha« been mined at Cape Nome. Nt. T. 
Burnett, R. C. "McGregor and 0. \T. 
Akers have gone to Cape "Nome, And 
if I have work for two weeks longer I 
shall be able to go. They are going to 
axtte lite exact lasts ii iU$y <uu> 

y, liear 
tb'go. 

find tliepi out. .1 shall prol' 
from them before I am rqg . 
There have also gone overl^JTOrai O'ir 
crowd, Kiser, .Manion uru;reer^Woilig. 
Don Rutlege boarded thel Jtojinoke 
when she tried to land nt -Voim1.. 
and hnd to. stay on her ? dow-i 
here, but went back on the . 
schooner Mary Ann." 'jij tSXe'l*1'* tc!: 

claims but lias not pannectjSfii'jff'le pan . 
of dirt, but sjiys lie is • there , 
is plenty of gold tbtTir. E <rite me 
what money the Iowa t — l" turned ( 

over to Ritlpli, ami if you s papers 
—wliv', send clippings instil Yours 
truly,, ,. - ' 

•'"ijfi 

I if you s Hap1*"" 
ings insttj Your 
.loll 11 T. l n. 

"7——11 ' 
^ecemi.tx knowa no law 

law of nature thirt-the blo< 
kepit pure, and Hood's'' 
docs it. 

Tt is a • 
nust bB'.v: 

Ifciparhla 

The Cass county Vcterai 
tion-will Jje hjiid at Anita August 
i f f  S S u A " '  -

h"a3SDel»», 
it 


