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THERURALDELIVERY .o S terees et s o0 GOLD) IS ABUNDANT Y
rural free delivery experiment was in- - ’ ; > ~) S Sralal
augurated apon un on‘-tirrly new basis. I o o M S S A S W M S M S S I I 3
= The county of Carroll, Md., within a Y S
: convenient distance of Washington \ .
Features of Aseistant Postmaster | City, was selecied as the basis of the| @, A. Walsh in Recelpt of a Letter| s < 3
% Roabtia Rarhits experiment,the chief purpose of which <
eneral ports . was 10 tesy the possibility of putting a From Gepe Nome, G
postoffice on  wheels and carrying it (
to the doors of the people in a well- G ,
:«wttlgd agricultural country, instead of i 0
SUCCESS  OF THE HEDRICK ROUTE. requiring the people to drop their avo-|RICH SANDS ON THE SEA BEACH )
cations and to travel to the postoffice. Vs
For this purpose a postal wagon was 1
specially built, after the designs of X Y ‘
Many AppRcations for Postal Wagon Efiwiu.'\V. Shriver, postal clerk of the |Former Assoctate of My, Walsh in 0 !
Service—~Opposition Found to Have i\:l‘}ftl;‘;ll,;?liis'(“\ld" postoflice, who orig- Alaska Writes of the Stampede = 4 ‘
atedc > n.
orig d.in © y Stores— A hAle 15 GIeht faa i to Cape Prince of Wales— 0
Farmors Enthusiastio, bR o teatlong,iwith g Provisions Scarce, o X

Washington, Nov, 10.—Among the in-
teresting feature of the first assistant
postmaster general’'s annual report is
a statement that one Migsouri fgrmer
calculates that in the last fifteen years
he has walked or driven 25,000 miles,
going to and from his postoffice to get
his mails, all of which travel is now
gaved him by rural free delivery.

At one point on rural route No. 1,
twelve miles northwest of Lafayette,
Ind..there are eight boxes grouped to-

vy’ s !
. At Crawfordsville, Ind., the rural car-
riers also wear the regulation uniform,
and on each of the five routes a deliv-
ery wagon, provided by the  carrier
himself, similar in construction to those
at Lafayette, are used.

At Hedrick, Ia., where the service has
only been started about three months,
the mail carrier has had a handsome
delivery wagon, specially built, with
Bide doors, pigeon holes and other ap-
pliances.

In speaking of the objections to rural
delivery from some quarters, Mr, Heath
BaVE:

“In the objections they urge the argu-
ment is seldom advanced, or it ad-
vanced is never sustained, that the new
service is inferior 1o the old, or that it
is not desired by the people who had
petitioned for it. The complaints al-
most invariably run in one group, as-
serting that rural free delivery, takes
patronage from the postmaster-mer-
chant, and that it deprives the post-
mastér of postal recéipts which he
would be entitled under the law to
\retain, as his personal compensation,
those receipts, under the rural free de-
livery system, now:going into the treas-

‘,ury of the United States to the credit
of the general postal revenues.

“Occasionally petitions are presented
of persons alleged %o be aggrieved, ask-
ing the re-establishment of postoflices
which have been discontinued because
of rural service, but when these peti-
tions have been investigated, it has al-
most invariably been found that the
gignatures were either obtained under
& misapprehension or they were ap-
pended as an act of neighborly courte-

* By, Withoit any'ided that they wonld
be effective. One petition was carefully
scrutinized, name by name, and it was
.found that all the signatures execept
‘thrée were those of ‘persons living out-

“side the delivery, and that the three

* 4hat remained were those of lands be-

“Jonging to a village band, of which the
village postmaster was the leader’
“In another case, where & moat for:
midable | looking  petition was
presented from an Indiana town
categorical  inquiries were ad-
dressed to all the petitioners
asking: ‘Do you want the postoflice
re-established, or do you want rural
free delivery yourselves?' , The replies
were almost unanimous that they want-
ed rural free delivery themselves. Thus,
in reality, the alleged protest was not
" a protest, but a petition for an exten-
sion of rural free delivery so as to take
in the residences of the remonstrants,”
Touching on the conflict with star
route contractors, Mr. Heath recom-
mends that section 466 of the postai
laws and regulation (edition of 1893),
which forbids mail contractors and
Rheir drivers access to any mail matter
fn postoffices or to any mail locks or
keys, be modified so as to permit star
route messengers, under special ap-
pointment and oath, to perform rural
free delivery service. Then it will be
ossible for a provision to be inserted
n star mail transportation contracts
whereby the department may require
rural free delivery service to be ren-
dered when it does not conflict with
the regular transportation, the service
to be performed with or without extra
compengation. .

The success of Dr. Pierce's Favorite
Pmcri?ﬁon in the cure of diseases pe-
culiat’to women, is beyond comparison
greater than that of any other medicine

especially for woman’s use. It
13 not a cure-all but a scientific prepara-
tion, the prescription of an eminent
living physician, still in active practice
and who, assisted by his staff of nearly
a score of trained P ysicians, treats and
cures thousands of women every year,
¢ Favorite Prescription ” has an invigor-
ating and vitalizing power peculiar to
itsell and a phenomenal control of dis-
eases which attack the delicate organs of

It per tly cures he,
bearing-down pains, ulceration, inflam-
mation and like ills curing their
cause. It dries up the drains, puts out
the fever fire of inflammation and cures
the corroding ulcer. It makes marriage
& happiness and motherhood a blessing,
by giving to women such an abundant
J ity tﬁat the baby blossoms into life
as sweetly, sinply and naturally as a
flower. Sick women are invited to con-
sult Dr, Pierce by letter free of .
All correspondence strictly confidential,
Address Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.

)
+ ' It contains no opi-

um, cocaine or other
narcotic, and no al-
{cobol or whisky. |

sliding Top, center handsomely painted
in blue and gold, and lettered “U. S.
Postal Wagon.” Its interior is fitted
up with a counter, drawers and letter
boxes—sixteen large letter boxes in
front, forty-two behind, all zine lined.
It carries a driver and a postal clerk,
the latter of whom is authorized to re-
ceive, cancel, colleet and deliver all
mails; to receipt for applications for
money orders and registered letters,
and, in short, 1o perform all the fune-
tions of a stationary postmaster.

This traveling postoftice, drawn by a
pair of strong horses, started over n
carefully laid out route of thirty
miles, and has since performed this
service daily in all weather, collecting
mail from sixty United States letter
boxes, placed at intervals of every half
mile, and delivering to all the houses
on the route.

The progress of this experiment has
been watched with great interest by
agricultural communities all over the
United States, and  within a few
months of its initiation 133 applica-
tions for the establishment of similar
postal wagon service were received
from twenty-one different states, To
each of these inquiries a reply was
made that the department desired
thoroughly to test the economy and
efficiency of the service in the county
where it originated before venturing
upon further experiments. Among
the endorsements of the free delivery
system from members of congress Is
the following by Representative Coch-
ran, of St. Joseph, Mo.:

“Free rural delivery is no longer an
experiment at Manyville. The people
are enthusiastic in praise of its merits,
and I am commissioned by prominent
citizens who have taken an interest in
the matter to express to you their
gratitude for the courtesy and prompt-
ness with which their requests have
been considered.” !

v
ADMITTED HER GUILT,

Mrs, Durth Sald 1o Have Made Damnge
’ ing Confesstonw,

Burlingfon, Nov. 10.—Mrs. ' Robert
Durth, in custody for the murder of
Mrs. Leondrd Fritschy is reported to
have made damaging admissions in the
presence of the county attorney yes-
terday, which practically fasten the
guilt upon her. She wag brought from
her home near Gladstone at noon yes-
terday nnd taken to what is kuown as
the “sweat box" at the police station,
With “her syere her 3-mdnths-old -bas
by and her husband and they remain-
ed.at the station with her. During the
day the woman was ‘frequently put
through the “sweating” process, uand
under the sharp fire of questions ad-
mitted facts which the police claim
prove conclusively thay she committed
the murder,

=SS LIRS R
The Farm Honts the Mortgago,

There is a story from Buffalo coun-
ty going the rounds that illustrates the
resources of n Nebraska farm: A farm-
er up there from Missonri got discour-
aged because he didn't get rich the
first year, and, as there was''a mort-
gage of $700 on his farm, was about
ready to jump the whole business, but
determined to make one more effort
and sowed eighty acres in whéay. It
happeuned to be a poor year for wheat
and the stand was not very good. Con-
cluding it wasn't worth harvesting he
pulled un his stakes and moved back to
Missouri, leaving the farm to fight the
morigage all by itself. The farm was
equal to ‘the asion,

The wheat ripened, fell down and de-
posited the seed in the soil again, Next
spring the wheat began to grow lust-
ilv.  Sonie of the neighbors wvere hon-
est enough to write about it down to
the fugitive in Missouri, and ‘he got in-
tersted enough to come back and take
a look.  Then he stopped and harvest-
ed his voluntary crop, He sold it for
enough to pay dff ‘the mortgage and the
rest of his debts and had a tidy little
surplus over, with which he moved his
family back and now declares there is
no state like Nebraska,—Lincoln (Neb.)
Journal, )

Our National Financen

Colmmns of figures are scldom inter-
esting, yet I fancy the two which reg-
ister the receipts and expenditures of
the United States year by year from
1791 to the present time will, without
illumipation, stimulate tlie curiosity
even of those ordinarily indifferent to
statistics. 1f some modern Rip Van
Winkle were to be handed this table,
which annually appears in the report
of the secretary of the freasury to con-
gress, he would know at a glance that
in one instanece, at least, some great and
tremendous event had happened in his
country's history. Beéginning with
gross receipts, which includes revenues

and Joans, of $4,771,000 in 1791, he
would notice a stendy " growth until
they reached $83,371,640 in 1861, Nert

year, 1862, they were $381,680,000 an
increase in a twelvemonth of nearly a
half a billion of dollars; in 1863, $559,-
379,652; vin 1864, $1,393,461,000; in 1863,
$1,805,030,345, and for three years there-
after receipts in excess of one billion
dollars anuually., From then until this
day he would see, also, that the govern-
ment's ordinary revenues have been
counted annually in the hundreds of
millions, If, after seeing such a pic-
ture, one were to tell him that this
country, a generation ago, suffered four
years of strife such as the world had
never seen, it ought to oecasion in his
mind no surprise. The plain, cold fig-
ures are sufliciently graphic to tell the
story of the magnitude of the Civil war,
—Hon. Lyman J. Gage, in Prank Les-
lie's Pouplar Monthly for November,

Zach Middleton had his right arm
torn from his body 'by a corn shred-
dex near Thornburg, |

Charles ‘A. Walsh, secretary of the
democratic national committee,
is in receipt of a personal letter from
John K. Sewell, of Nome, Alaska.
Mr, Sewell is a friend of Mr. Walsh,
was associated with him at Dawson
City and is vouched for by Mr. Walsh
as being perfectly relinble. The letter,
while not as enthusiastic in tone as
some which are written by Alaska
boomers for public consumption, cor-
roborates much that has been written
of the gold output of the Cape Nome
country and its future. Cape Nome is
now the destination of more gold seek-
ers than any other part of the world.
A copy of a paper published at Lake
Bennett, on the road from Skaguay to
Dawson City, dated Sept, 3, has been
received in Des Moines. It states that
a tremendous rush to Nome is expected
in the spring. Fear is expressed, how-
ever, for thoge in the Nome country,
as food is scarce and likely to be high.
According to the Lake Benuett paper,
however, the greatest suffering is like-
ly to result this winter from lack of
fuel. Timber is very scarce and the
coal supply short and high-priced. The
town of Nome, formerly Anvil City, is
on the west coast of Alaska, south of
Cape Prince of Wales. Most of the min-
ing in the vicinity of Nome is now be-
ing done on the ocean beach, the sands
of the beach being washed in rockers.
According to Mr, Sweeney, one man
has operated a short sluice, and accord-
ing to the Lake Bennett paper, sevecal
sluices were to be put in operation
next spring. Clamis have also been
staked along the creeks flowing into
the ocean near Cape Nome, and rich
returns have been had, although but
little work has been done,

Mr. Sweeney’s Letter,

Mr. Sewell's letter to Mr. Walsh fol-
lows:

“Nome, Sept, 20, 18900.—C, A, Walsh,
Ottumwa, lown: I suppose you
were somewhat surprised this summer
to find T had left Dawson where 1 was
doing so well. Well, come to think
about it, T am surprised at myself, but
as that is not the first and only time I
have made a fool break, I am tryving to
overlook it and make amends as best [
can, Just now I am practicing and do-
ing fairly well; made about $400 last
month, and did not spend it all, either,
but hope 10 do better this month,

“This city, Nome, is what was for-
merly Anvil City. The town has Iately
been incorporated and the city election
has been held, “€lécting mayor and
ecuncilmen. © The usual amount of
*hooch" was partaken of, and the usual
jolly time resulted; no deaths, how-
ever.

“This place is much more disorderly
than Dawson and will be pretty wild
next summer, as there must surely be a
greatimmigration here then, The L
you hear of the richness of the di
trict is not exaggerated. 1 saw two
nuggets down in the Eldora saloon
which weighed over $700, The teritory
so far prospected is very limited, but
the indicatiohs are that the gold field
is fully as extensive as the Klondike
and Indian river. “I'he only gold so far
taken out is from the claimg where the
bedrock is shallow. The ground here i3
even more saturated with water than
above, However pich these creeks are,
they will not, I believe, ever make this
town the Dawson City is, for the sim-
ple reason too much ground is owued
by a few individuals, who not only
staged their own ,twenty-ncre claims
on gach creek, and one also on each of
its pups, but are holding, by power of
attorney, innumerable clanims staked
for friends. There was any amount of
Itigation for a time, but things are
somewhat quieter now., Rawson is
United States land commissioner and
=eems to give pretty good satisfaction
in his decisions.

“There are several law firms here and
some of them have done remarkably
well,  The fees they get would make
you dizzy, Dawson I don’t think is in
it on that line. As the bench clajms at
Dawson were the salvation of the
cheecharko, so the bench diggings here
have been the means of putting a nice
little smmm_into, the pockets of 2,000
“busted” Klondikers. I am safe in say-
ing that anyone can make §5 per day
on this beach with a rocker, and a
great many have made $100 per day
and over. Is it not wonderful? 1 do
not mean that any place you chance to
put a shovel down you will get even a
good $5 dirt, but there is ro difficulty
in getting a place where you ean make
that. 1 have wished ever and ever so
many times for Rosecrans and Stewart.
The pay is,in a black and ruby sand
pay streak which lies from six inches
to six feet below the surface and is
from one-half to six inches thick. I
have heard of pans going us high as
$31, All the work so far has been
done with rockers, with the exception
of two or three sluices, which have just
lately been put in operation, the water
being pumped from the sea with a cen-
trifugal pump and then shovel sand in-
to the boxes. I do not know how well
they have done, but do not think very
well, Such plants are not portable
enough, ‘A steam shovel could be used
to advantage, I should think, as there
are no large stones to handle, simply
an immense amount of sand, but this
cannot,be hauled from the sea on ac-
count of the surf, which is breaking
here all the time and would pound any-
thing like a barge to pieces in a short
Yime.

“We had our first snow fall yesterday
and it has been cold since,'The weather
is very disagreeable here, Too much
moisture. Dawson is a paradise com-
pared to this.

“The Lakme is expected to leave to-
day, so I will add a few more lines and

|quit., I have made up my mind to stay
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in all minter. Business is good and I
have been buying interests with my surs
plus and think 1 have cne good on

It is up at Cape Priace of Wal
by the way, there is, and has b
some time
that place.
less sources

and
'n for
past, a great stampede to
1 have had it from munber-

that the gold there.
No one T have heard has contradicted
it. I think there will ‘be a great rush
for there next spring.

*Typhold fever is raging here just
now. Three of the boys have had a
slight attack, and Vail, of Marshall-
town, shot his hand off, which turned
out to be a very serious matter, as gan-
grene get in, making two amputations
necessary. It wasg thought that ge
grene had storted after the second
operation, and at one time he was not
expected ot live two hours, but careful
nursing brought him through and,
minus a wing, he is albout recovered.

“There is going to be a shortage of
fuel this winter in all probability. Tt
would not surprise me to see Dawson
prices of 1806 before spring.

*“Jno. IX. Sewell.”

is

Glorlous News

Comes from Dr. D. B, Cargile, ot
Washita, I. T. He writes: “Four bots,
tles of Eléetric Bitters has cured Mrs.,
Brewer of scrofula, which had eaused
her great suffering for years., Terri-
ble sores would break out on her head
and face, and the best doctors could
give no help; but her cure is com-
plete and her health is excellent.”
This shows what thousands have prov-
ed,—that Electric Bitters is the best
blood purifier known, It's the supreme
remedy for eczema, tetter, salt
rheum, uleenrs, boils and running sores,
It stimulates liver, Kidneys and bow-
els, expels poisons, helps digestion,
builds up the strength,  Only 50 cents.
Sold by Clark & Mollison, druggists.
Guaranteed.

Wm. G. Lyon, a well-known business
man of Victor, has:been adjudged in-
sane and ‘taken to Mt, Pleasant for
treatment,

“Doing nothing is doing ilL" Im-
pure blood neglected wi. become a
serious matter. Take Hood's Sarsapa-

rilla at'once and avoid the ill,

o
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Jewels That Adorn
a Beauty,

that wouldn't look near as beautiful
were she unadorned, are those that ure
chosen with good taste and discrimina-
tion, such as we sclect for our rare
and magnificent nssortment.  Every-
thing that good taste can fancy .will
be found here in profusion, all artis-
tically designed and perfectly wrought.
Our prices will tempt you to buy if you
know a good thing when you see it.

J. W. Neasham,

JEWELER
120 East Main Street.

FIRE INGURANCE AND LOANS

MONEY TO LOAN. CITY
AND COUNTRY PROPERTY
AT REASONABLE RATES,

It is a good time to refund loans at
ower rates. Personal Security Bonds
written in the Fidelity and Deposit
Company, ~Rates furnished on appli-
cation.

C. E. BOUDE.

ROO M17, HOPLANN BLOCK. PHNOB12 4

/

. » AL . , { —— “
N ey N RESEESESS “S Svaliiiihgts S =S S RO aag T SO S5, N N _J e R i

\ / e ) >y

DRS. BONHAM & ILAMBERT.

DRS, LAMBERT' Eye. Far, Nos> oud (lroct.

Dr, Lambert has had trainoy i leaiing Lar and Throat hospitals
Diseas¢s- such as Granulated uds, laveried Ulcers, injuries of all
kinds, Inflammations, lumors on Lids straightened, Cataracts
removed. Headaches and other disiressing sying s caused by eye defects,
Specinl attention given to iae proper fitting of glasses.

EAR—Defective hearing.
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DR, BONHAM, Treata

Diseases of the Rectum, Piles, Fistulas, Rupture, Fissures and Catarrh

absolutely cured. Also ' diseases of women, YOUNG ME.n who are
weak from nervous disorders, should coasult or send for symptom
blank, Strictly confidential,* Enlarged * Veins, Eruptions, S)'Flnhs. Skin
Troubles. Catarrh--we have cured hundreds of cases of Catarrh. We have

the finest, the best, the safest and surest method of curing :1is most preva.
Jent disease. We invite you to call and examine our apparatus for its*treat-
Went and your verdict will be the universal one, that we are equipped to
battle with and conquer these most dreaded  diseases, CONSULTATION
FREE! Office, Leighton Block, Market Street, Ottumya, Towa

DRS. BONHAM & LAMBERT.

—

YOUNG MEN! YOUNG WOMEN! If you desire a good

COMMERCIAL COLLEGE, the largest and best business
school in Southern Towa. Full courses in Book-keeping,
Short-hand, Penmanship, Telegraphy, and all English
Branches. Y. M. C. A. Building.

J. W. O’Bryan, Prin.

THE COURIER ---ALL THE
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position, why don’t you take a course in the OTTUMWA *
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