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A WRECK AVERTED 
CHILDREN CONFESS TO HAVING 

PLACED TIE ON BURLINGTON 

.TRACK. 

""Si 
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' t 
Fifth Time Obstructions have been 

•; Placed on Tracks in Big Cut Near 
Albany, Mo.—Special Agent Harri
son Makes Capture. . < >•, 

BOUND FOR BOSIBAK 
K H M ; < 

MISS MARY MCELROY, OF^OT 
TUMWA, STARTS ON A LONG 

''"I 
Til.. 
!»• 

JOURNEY. 

I 
Interesting Letter Dated at Venice, 

Novelnber 29, Received by Her Par
ents, Rev. and Mrs. J, M. McElroy, 
320 North Jefferson Street. " 1 

UT» 
Five have ties been piled 

across the Burlington tracks by chil-
•, flren In a big cut 'our miles east of AV 

bany, Mo., and each time has a seri-
. :ous wreck been narrowly averted. The 

latest attempt of this kind was made 
December 7, when Mary Hunter, a 15-
year-old girl, and Eva Barnes, aged 11, 

- ; while returning home from school 
placed a tie and a number of car-stakes 
on the "track and then ran up tlie 

.embankment to await the com-
•..Ing of a freight train, which 

r< they knew was due a short 
'•. time later. They saw the train ap-
. proach and strike the obstruction, for-
. tunately with no serious consequences, 

and then mey ran home, saying noth-
. Ing about their deed, which might have 

• resulted in loss of life and damage to 
property. Special Agent James W. 
Harrison, who in his thirty-five year.s 

"••'of service, has rendered Inestimable 
> services to the company, went to work 
" on the case, and soon had wrung a-
•confession from the children, whose 

: only excuse for their rash deed was 
that tliey wished to see what the train 

. would do when it struck the tic 
Train Strikes Ties. 

Monday afternoon, December 7, at 
4:30 o'clock an extra freight train,pull-

• . 6d by engine No. 1290 With Engineer 
^tonroe at the throttle, struck one tie 

' and a number of car stakes in a cut 
,[our miles east of Albany, Mo. The 

•-engine gtruclc the tie and split it wide 
Dpen, biit fortunately was not thrown 
from the track. 'Last Friday Special 
Agent James M. Harrison was detailed 

! on the case and he immediately went 
/•to the scene of the narrowly averted 

wreck and started upon an investiga
tion. 

- ' Wreckers Tracked in the Snow. 
' He looked over the ground thor

oughly and tracked three pair of little 
• feet In the snow from a school house 

Bear by to the point where the tie was 
piled on the track and from there to a 
point on the bluffs overlooking the 
wreck. The tracks were seen to lead 

' up to a residence In that vicinity. It 
• ^as then well into the afternoon and 
'; ftfr. Harrison learned that the children 

of the family to wh,ose home the 
tracks led were at school about three-

•: quarters of a mile froni* the home 
• • f?V' Children Confess. 

f 

i 

Arriving at the school house the 
teacher was called outside by Mr. Har
rison and was asked to call the chil
dren who lived in the house to which 
the tracks led; Mr. Harrison describ-

• lng the premises. The Children were 
called out and Mr. Harrison was great
ly surprised to find that they were lit
tle girls, the oldest, .Mary Hunter, but 
15 years of age, and the younger, Eva 
Barnes, oiily 11 years old. The child
ren confessed to Mr. Harrison that 
they had placed the tie on the track 
and then ran up the embankment and 
waited until the train came along. 
Mary Hunter planned the enterprise. 
She is an orphan and is making her 
home with ltttle Eva Barnes' parents. 
The little Barnes girl asked her if she 
did not think there was danger of 
wrecking the train and she answered 
that she did not think so. 

> • ' Previous Attempts at Wrecking. 

• At this same point in the track four 
previous attempts to wreck trains 
have been made, or at least ties were 
piled on the tracks which might have 
caused wrecks. April 24 and 25 Wil-

" llam Coal, a 16-year-old boy, tried three 
times to pile ties on the track. He 
was caught by special agent Harrison, 
End was later sent to the reform 
school. Charles Hyde, a 14-year-old 
boy, placed a new tie on the track in 
this big cut, and nearly caused a 
Wreck. . Engineer Arthur ' Andrews 
struck the tie, which became caught 
beneath the pilot, and slid over the 
tracks for a quarter of a mile before 

- the train could be stopped. Hyde was 
Olso sent to the reform school. 

V >- All from Sullivan County. J 

, A curious fact in connection with 
the five instances when ties have been 
placed on the track in the Albany cut 
by children, is that the two boys, Coal 
and Hyde, and the young girl, Mary 
Hunter; who was the ruling spirit in 
the latest attempt, all came from Sul 

' livan county. Mo. The two boys ran 
away from home and were employed 
by neighboring farmers, and the young 

, girl was making her home with rela
tives near Albany. The latest case 

' has been' reported to the Burlington of
ficials, but as yet no action has been 
taken In the matter. 

Recalls Essex Case. 

These incidents bring up the case 
against Charles Essex, cleared at Char-

. iton of attempting to wreck train No 
8, the night fast mail. Essex was 
cleared of the charge, and it came out 
In the trial that it was impossible for 
a young man of his age, 22, to place 
a tie on a track unassisted. Special 
Agent Harrison states that the fact 
that two little girls, the oldest one 15 
and two boys could place heavy ties 
across the track without help, would 
make It appear that this point in the 
Chariton case was not well taken. 

Depot Robber Caught. 

Special Agent Harrison made anoth 
er capture last week when he almost 
stumbled upon the young man who 
robbed the Murray depot on the night 
of December 9. Mr. Harrison was at 
Osceola at the time and he was noti
fied there of the robbery. While 
waiting at the Osceola depot for a 
train to go to Murray he noticed two 
young men in the depot and finding 
that he was acquainted with one of the 
young men he began a conversation. 
He r Iced that the other fellow 

- geemed to be nervous and' when he b$-
yan questioning him In a general sort 

An. interesting letter from Venice, 
Italy, written by MiS3 Mary McElroy, 
who is on her way to Bombay, India, 
to engage in missionary work, 
has been received in this city by her 
parents. Rev. and Mrs. J. M. McEl
roy, 320 North Jefferson street. Miss 
McElroy, who has been engaged in 
the Y. W. C. A. work at Harlem, N. Y., 
but who has given. up her work there 
to go to the missionary field, em
barked last Wednesday at Marseilles, 
for Bombay. At present she is prob
ably passing through the Suez canal 
or is in the Red Sea. 

A portion of the letter, which is 
dated Venice. Italy, November- 29, is 
as follows: 

This is a rainy Sunday afternoon, 
else I should probably be strolling 
around. Can you imagine what Ven
ice is like—a city whose streets are 
lakes, and the alleys little waterways? 

am at the best hotel in the city, and 
as I have 'Cooks' hotel coupons' I pay 
only $2.20 a day. It is strange' not to 
understand what is said around me, 
but the waiters speak English, So I 
get on all right. I came Friday eve
ning. Was met by a hotel porter at 
the station, who put me in a little gon
dola and on I came, gliding over the 

iter in the moonlight, part of the 
time in a little canal with the stone 

uildings on each side, and under the 
ittle bridges which occur frequently. 

Beautiful Palaces. 

"There are the most beautiful pal
aces and quaintest buildings all along 
what is called the 'Grand Canal,' on 
which this hotel faces. I paid one 
dollar ,for a guide yesterday and he 
took me through the queerest 
places, little narrow streets three, oi 
four feet wide, and the market where 
picturesque Italians were selling their 
flsh. and flowers, and fruit, and veg
etables; oranges at one to two cents 
apiece, cabbages, two for three cents, 
and a good turkey for four francs, or 
80 cents. 

An Italian Sermon. 4 j 
This morning I tried to find \.he 

Scotch Presbyterian church, but fail
ed, and came back to St. Mark's Cath
olic church. "There I heard some -fine 
music and listened to nn Italian ser-
ltton, and looked around on. the most 
beautiful cliiirch I ever saw. It was 
buljt over one thousand 'years ago, 
and has most gorgeous coloring, gild
ing, bronze, and oriental marble of 
all colors. The ceiling and walls are 
covered with wonderful pictures of 
scriptural subjects by the old artists. 
There are Ave immense domes, cov
ered all over with pictures, in gorge
ous coloring. The- floor is inlaid mar
ble or Mosaic in many beautiful de
signs laid in the tenth or . eleventh cen
tury. The front is . covered with , pic
tures, gilding and towers. 

Thirty-two Cents For Biscuits. 
WJien*"we crossed into Italy all our 

baggage was taken from, the train to 
the customs' for inspection. On two 

boxes of biscuits given me by the. New 
York girls for Itmch I was required to 
pay 32 cents. 

Tomorrow I go to Florence for three 
days, then on to Rome, where I am 
to spend a week. The Y. W. C. A. 
secretar, Deaconess Laurie, will 
take care of me there ana show me 
•the sights,' which will be..greatly In 
my lavor. 

From Milan Tower. 
"I saw the sight of my life from the 

highest tour of Milan cathedral, on 
Friday morning—a semi-circle of the 
Alps, Mount Blanc, and other snow-
topped mountains on the north—in 
other directions, the plains of Lorn-
bardy; one of the most beautiful re-
gibns on earth. Below, the tiled roofs 
of palaces, churches and dwellings^ 
sunshine everywhere, and a wonder
fully blue sky! I shall never forget 
it." 

of a way the man started to run out 
the door. Mr. Harrison caught the 
runaway,' and upon searching him 
found the articles missing from the 
Murray depot, which consisted of six
ty-six cents in pennies and two machine 
tickets, one to Ottumwa and one to 
Osceola. The man gave his name as 
Ed Tompkins and confessed to having 
robbed the depot A 38 calibre re
volver was found on his person. 

THE COURIER CONTEST. 

Already Attracting Much Attention and 
Will Be An Interesting One. Av£ 

From Tuesday's Dally. - " 
The announcement in yesterday's 

Courier that this paper will send eight 
young ladies to the world's fair at St." 
Louis, for one week, and pay all their 
expenses, has already attracted a great 
deal of interest and a number of inqui
ries has been made at this office In re
gard to tfce same. It is recognized 
that this will be one of the most popu
lar voting contests ever attempted by 
an Iowa newspaper. The number of 
prize winners will be so large that it 
gives a splendid opportunity for those 
going into the contest to obtain the 
coveted prize. Four young ladles from 
Ottumwa and four from out of Ottum
wa, will be selected and will be given 
one of the most interesting and valua
ble trips of their lives. All the accom
modations will be strictly first class 
and the Courier will pay the entire ex
pense. Enter your daughter, relative 
or friend in this great contest and get 
her started right away. All that Is 
necessary is to fill out the official cou
pon printed in this paper and send it 
to the Courier office. One vote will 
start a contestant. Parties who are in
terested in this great voting contest 
should call at the Courier office and se
cure blanks for taking new subscrip
tions and full instructions as to extra 
votes for advance payments by told sub
scribers. Out of town parties should 
write us and blanks will be furnished. 
Eight young ladies are going to win in 
this contest. Why should you not be 
one of them? Get started at once. 

People who are good to themselves 
cannot help being good to others.- • • ;,; 

When a man gets mad at himself 
his first Impulse is to whip ftome]jody 
else. 
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FORIHOLIDAYIGIETS 
1 GORGEOUS 

P Nothing is more appropriate or appreciated as a gift for any occasion 
than a< beautiful ring. We are showing hundreds of beautiful rings, heavy 
gold filled—warranted to wear for years—set with magnificent, sparkling 
Barrios Diamonds.#Exact duplicate rirtgs ^^ Tv ; 

Worth $25.00 to $175.00—Our Price, $1.50 to $4.50.fi 
Our Guarantee:! 

u. 

cs \V •• 

guarantee each and every stone to retain its brilliancy forever and the mountings to give perfection. 
•JlivWe giv© $10,000.00 to any clyuitable institution if it can be shown that we ever refuse to replaoe 

a stone that does not give satisfaction. Barrios Diamonds Will stand aoWs, heat, alkali, eto. In faot they oan be washed and clean
ed like ordinary diamonds, and so nearly do they resemble them that Government Experts have been deceived. 
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Twin Bin Clwter Sing. 
PeuL Amatbyat e r 
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splendor. Timet «Hta, 

o x t i c S f  b r i l l i a n t  
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Stntf. tbrand Belcher. Large, Small Cins 
ter Bitot, 

An exact door of ring 
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rv $4.50 
Five of the most beautiful stores in Chicago, all on State Street, ^re devoted exclusively to the sale of Barrios Diamonds. 

The Barrios Diamond Company own and operate stores in Denver, Se%tfle, St. Louis, Detroit, Cleveland, Pittsburg, New 
York, Paris, London, Berlin, Buenos Ayres and 'scores of smaller citfcps in the United States. 

Come and see these beautiful stones that have cawed the wonder and admiration of the world. ! >! 
" * * -U-Y' « di. 
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,0 NOT confound Barrios Diamonds with Rhinestones, Bolivia, Montana, Alaska, La Perla, Transvaal* 
Sumatra, or in fact, any other Imitation Diamonds, no matter what the name may be. 
Barrios Diamonds are the only stones which wHI positively retain their brilliancy. All other Imitations 

are made of chemicals, cheap glass or paste. 
Barrios Diamonds have never before been sold in your city. Any one who may have sold you Imitation 

diamonds as Barrios has crossly decehod and cheated you. 

ST. LOUIS STORE, W. J. Donelan & Co. 
: OTTUMWA . . IOWA • : ' 1  

A SORGHUM CRUSADE 
H. H. ABRAMS, FORMER PRESI

DENT OF ANTI-SALOON LEAGUE 

HAS A GRIEVANCE. 

Appeals to the State Agricultural So
ciety to Demand a Law for Pure 
Sorghum—Says Industry Is Menaced 
—Wholesalers to Blame. 

H. H. Abrams, former president of 
the Anti-Saloon league, who will be re
membered in this city for the part he 
took in the anti-saloon movement here 
some time ago ,has started a sorghum 
crusade in this state. "Iowa's sorg
hum industry is menaced. Further
more, pure sorghum in Iowa has al
ready reached the place in history now 
occupied by dojlo," said Mr. Abrams. 
He has made a personal appeal to the 
State Agricultural society to interfere 
before sorghum becomes extinct. He 
asks the society to demand the pas
sage of a law that will impose a heavy 
penalty for the sale or offering for sale 
anything purporting to be sorghum 
that is not absolutely pure or does not 
contain a label explaining that it is 
only part sorghum and that the rest is 
glucose, a substance injurious to the 
system. ' 

Should Pass a Law. 
Mr. Abrams would have one believe 

that something besides whisky is a 
menace to the welfare of Iowans. He 

says the raising of sorghum cane was 
once a great industry in Iowa and 
could still be a great industry were it 
not for the use of adulterants by the 
wholesale in the article usually placed 
on the market and masquerading in 
the guise of sorghum. 

"Minnesota has just passed a law 
for the protection of sorghum raisers," 
said Mr. Abrams to Secretary Simpson 
of the State Agricultural society, "and 
it is high time Iowa was following 
suit. In Minnesota it had come to 
pass that sorghum growers were driv
en out of business because a satisfac
tory substitute which purported to be 
the real thing was placed on the mar
ket at half the price. Under the exist
ing law this imitation sorghum is so 
labeled that no one can be deceived 
and there is again a popular demand 
for pure sorghum such as our grand
fathers used to make. 

Discourses on Rot-Gut. 
"Pure sorghum, why not pure whis

ky?" was suggested to Mr. Abrams. 
"Sure," replied the anti-saloon fight

er. "If we must have whisky, by all 
means let it be pure. If good whisky 
is bad, bad whisky is worse. The glu
cose that one is beguiled into using in 
the mistaken thought th^t it is sorg
hum is very bad on the stomach, but 
not half so bad as good whisky, and 
bad whisky is infinitely worse. Let's 
do away with whisky altogether, but 
by all means let us stop the sale of 
adulterated or rot-gut whisky at once.. 
However, I fear this is impossible. Sell 
a druggist a barrel of pure whisky and 
with the assistance of a cistern of rain 
water and a little plug tobacco he will 
convert it into six barrels and it will 
satisfy the cravings of the diseased ap
petite of a drunkard just as well. "If 
you will, gaze into the bottom" of a 
whisky barrel that h&s just been emp

tied In the average drug store you 
win find six inches or so of a nasty, 
black, gummy substance that upon 
close scrutiny proves to consist of a 
large quantity of cigar stubs, 'snipes,' 
which the Bmall boys in the large cit
ies are employed to pick up out of the 
gutters. When they are mixed with a 
gallon of pure water and fifty gallons 
of rain water you have a barrel df first 
class rot-gut whisky. Nasty, filthy 
stuff like that is -what gives us most 
of our trouble." 

Real Estate Transfers. 
.Real estate transfers furnished by 

Lowenberg & Co., real estate agents. 
107 South Court street 

L. H. Glllla to W. M. McCosh, part 
south half southeast quarter, section 
7-71-12 $1 225. 

A. B.' Williams to Alfred J. Whipple 
northeast quarter . southwest quarter 
and east half northwest quarter, and 
part southwest northwest quarter, all 
insectlon 24-71-15, 14,800. 

Li. F. Shelton and wife to Mrs. Ho-
nore Collins, undivided one-half lots 
1, 2, 3, block 25, Eldon, also lots 17 and 
18, block 30, Eldon, $2,500. 

George Wall and wife to Nancy Del-
ger, lot —, Coleman sub, Ottumwa, 
|120 and exchange. 

Ottumwa National bank to Howell 
Price, lot 17, block 1, Falrview addi
tion, Ottumwa, —. 

F. Wl Darner and wife to Martin A. 
Munley, lot 7, J. 3. M. Baker second 
addition, Ottumwa, $150. 

Ethel Burgess to W. H. and Octa J. 
Loomis, lot 1, Duiry addition, Ottumwa, 
$10. 

Elizabeth Corsmeler and husband, 
Frank, to Ottumwa Cut Stone com
pany, part outlot 14, Ottumwa, $75. 

Mary E. Green and husband, Joseph 
D.)  By to Chas. D. Shadford. <Q. C. D.) 

part west half southwest quarter 
southwest quarter, section 17-71-12 
(except coal and mineral under lanc() 
$1 and other consideration. ' ; ." 
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s r i Usually—though not always—Rock Island tourist sleepers are 

on the rear of the train. 'V r . .  > . .  , . r '  i  * <• f * ' 
' V That's the place to see the scenery—and there is plenty of It 

< Go to California via El Paso and the Southern Route and you 

see New. Mexico and Arizona—lands of sunshine, where the air la 

a constant invitation to outdoor life. y 

Go via Colorado Springs and for the better part ot two days'jrou 

ride through the finest scenery on the American continent. 

Our folder, "Across the Continent in a Tourist Sleeping Car," 

gives full information. At all ticket offices, or on application to. 

> » i "  

S. F. BOYD, D. P. A., 
Davi%6rt, la. , 

The Want Columns are Business Getters 


