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THE OTTUMWA COURIER.

JUBLEE SERVICE

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
" CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY.

A DY OF JOVFUL THANK.GIVISG

Or, J. M. McEiroy, First Pastor, Deliv-
rrs Address—Paper by Dr. W. L. Orr
i OrganiZing Member—Sermon by
Dr. F. W. Hinitt, Former Pastor.

From Monday's Dallv.

“The results of fifty years of serv-
ice in the life of a church can not be
estimated by calculus” said President
Dr. F. W, Hinitt, president of Parsons,
college at Fairfield, former pastor of
the First Presbyterian church of Ot-
tumwa, yesterday morning in the open-
ing service of the fiftieth jubilee anni-
that
church body. . The day was one of
great thanksgiving and rejoicing
"among the members of the congrega-
tion and the attendance at both the
morning and evening'services was
large.

All the Pastors Are Living.

In its fifty years of existencé the
church has had but five pastors and
all are living. Three of the five were
present yesterday at each of the serv-
ices and all took an active part in the
anniversary celebration.

The morning and evening services
were conducted by Dr. F. F. Stoltz
the fifth and present pastor of the
church and the morning sermon was
delivered by -Dr.F. W. Hinitt the fourth
pastor of the congregation. Dr. J, M.
McElroy of Ottumwa, the first pastor,
delivered the chief address of the
evening service.

At the evening service letters were
read from the two former pastors who
were unable to be present: Rev. Her-
vey B. Knight of Tacoma, Wash., and

The Five Pastors,

Rev. J. M. McElroy, the first pastor,
began his service in 1855 and continu-
ed until 1869. Rev. Knight began in
1869 and continued until 1881 and Rev.
Ely continued from 1881 to 1894. Rev.
Hinitt accepted the call to Ottumwa
in 1895 and continued until his resign-
ation to accept the presidency of Par-
sons college at Fairfield in 1900, Dr.
F. F. Stoltz the present pastor, and to
whom it was given to preside over the
fiftieth anniversary of the church or-
ganization began his labors in 1901.

Jubilee Service.

The evening service was devoted es-
pecially to the jubilee anniversary.
Rev. McElroy, the patriarch of the
church, and of living pastors, held the
most absolute attention while he told
them of the early struggles of himself
and his little congregation to preserve
their church organization. Consider-
ing h.: seventy-four years’ age, with
the vest and strongest part of his man-
hood spent in the hardships necessitat-
ed by the life of the ploneer mission-

and he spoke with surprising power
and vigor.
‘Of Struggles and Hardships.

The story he told was of the great-
est interest, not only to the older, but
to the younger members of the congre-
gation.© The tribute he paid to the ef-
forts of the little church to do for their
pastor all that was possible in those
days of small beginnings, and espe-
clally the tribute hc paid to his life
partner whose sacrifices made possible
his continuance in missiopary field
of Ottumwa, made a deep impression
upon all.

. One of the Organizing Members
He was followed by Dr. W. L Orr,

church, and one of its elders from the
first upon the history of the church as
shown by the church records.” The pa-
per was full of Interesting facts, and is
worthy of preservation by any member
of the church. Following this paper
the letter of Rev. Knight, of Tacoma,
‘Washington, was read by Dr. Orr, and
the letter from Rev. Ely was read by
Dr. Hinitt.

An Interesting Past.

It was an' interesting fact to note
that of the five pastors of the church
at the evening service, three were on
the platform, and upon the pulpit lay
the two letters from the two absent
ministers.

. Soclal Meeting.

This evening a banquet and a social
meeting of the church and congrega-
tion will be given under the auspices
of the women of the church. The ban-
quet will begin at 6:30 o’clock and will
be held in the lecture room of the
church. Following the banquet the
social meeting will be held. The invi-

the congregation. Senator 8, H. Har-
per will be the toastmaster for the ev-
ening and there will be a number of

bers of the congregation and of the
ministerial association of the city.

A Magnificent Sermon.

The sermon of Dr. Hinitt was a
magnificent effort. His familiar face,
form, and voice brought back to nearly
every member of the large audience,
memories of the years between 1895
and 1900 during which he was pastor
of the ci areh. He has lost none of
the eloquence that characterized his
work at that time but rather has gain-
ed in power and impressiveness,

The “Church of God.”

Dr. Hinitt chose for his subject, “The
Church of God,” and spoke along two
lines, the first upon what is meant by
“a church of God,” and second, the
reasons for glorying in the churcl of
Gol,

I~ his eloquent and impressive man-
ner he traced back the idea which
lead to the foundation of the church
¥2 its original conception in the coun-
cils of the Trinity. “The church be-
Inngs not to time.” said he, “It plays
it> port in the nations of the world,
Bt its erizin is with God and it dates

ack from cteraity to infinity.

tGlory in Its Origin.

| sacrificing service.

igin. We love its sanctity of antiquity.
It is the most ancient of organizations.
Civilizations have come and gone, But
tl;e sanctity of antiquity is not the only
thing in which we should glory. Simply
because a thing is old it does not de-
hervg our reverence, .

. Of Wonderful Adaptability.

“The church of God has in it the
sanctity of holy achievement as one of
its glories. Through all the ages it
has been the one great beneficent pow-
er among men. You will find that
through all the ages, as the church
was growing and building and taking
upon itself universality it has been the
supremest benefactor and beneficent
power to all humanity.

Self Sacrificing Power.

“We should glory in its militant self-
The principal of
selfishness is the strongest in human-
ity to overcome. The self-centered
aspeot i{s the natural one of man and
is the instinct which nearly allies us
to the best. Men have to learn to
give and take before they can live to-
gether in society. The natural instinct
is to give as little as we can and take
all we can get. That is the way we
are constructed. The church strikes
at this strongest trait of the beast in
man and through all the ages self-
sacrifice has been the distinguishing
‘mark of the servants of the church.

Glory in Its Destiny,

“We should glory in the destiny of
the.church. Its future and its end is
fixed. It is absolutely certain. It cam
from God in eternity and it is destin:
ed to be with God in infinity.”

Reév. McElroy’s address was as fol-
lows:

Dr. McEIroy’s Address.

The passing of fifty years is marked
by many changes to communities,
famlljes and individuals. The old peo-
ple of the early period have all passed
away. Of those, who, fifty years ago
were young, or even but children, a
large majority have already reached
the other shore. A new generation has
grown up, to whom the new things are
getting old, and the old things new, Of
the early ministers of various denom-
inations who proclaimed the gospel in
the little town of Ottumwa fifty years
or more ago, not one, go far as we
know, is now living. Of the preshyters
who ordained the first pastor in the old
Congregational church building at the
corner of Second and Court streets,
only one, Dr. Thomas H. Dinsmore,
then pastor at Washington, is now sur-
viving. Of the original members of the
church, cnly two remain among us,
while two residing at a distance are
supposed to be still living.

Ottumwa Fifty Years Ago.

“My labors in. Ottumwa date from
July 15, 1855, my ordination and in-
stallation by the Des Moines presby-
tery occurring on the sixth day of De-
cember. My pastorate continued not
quite fourteen years, terminating in
April, 1869. The population of Ot-
tumwa fifty years ago was some seven
or eight hundred, including a consider-
able number who had drifted hither to
this frontier town, without any definite
aim, not home-seekers, but adventur-
ers, waiting for whatever might turn
up. The state of morals was low, and
the reputation of the place as to
healthfulness was not favorable.

The Early Church.

“There was considerable churchly
competition, there being some six or-
ganized churches—all of them with
very, small membership. @We had on
our church roll twenty-five names, but
only four of these resided in the town;
six lived eight miles north near what is
now Highland Center, six lived eight
miles south near Ormanville, and nine
others lived from one to four miles
away on the other side of the unbridg-
ed river. We had no house of wor-
ship, and no Sunday school; and a con-
gregation of hearers and worshippers
was yet to gather. It took a good
while for these people to find out who
the new minister was. Some guessed
that the young man was a physician
and called him ‘doctor’; by some he
was suspected of being connected with
the Des Moines Navigation Co. Others
supposed him to be connected in some
way with the projected railroad, and
interviewed him with a view to em-
ployment.

“Leighton’s hall, where we at first
held our services was not a popular or
even comfortable plade of assembly,
and when a year later we entered our
own small church building, on Fourth
street near Green, those who did not
want to attend could easily make the
excuse that the place was too far out
of town.

Had Many Appointments.

“Our work for several years
preparatory, laying foundation, piie
driving. It took some time for
the people In general to learn that
there was a Presbyterian church in
the place and for them to find out that
the minister was not a horse trader,
nor a politician, nor an office seeker,
nor a scepulator, nor an  ignoramus.
For the first two years I preached ev-
ery third Sabbath in Kirkville. For
sgeveral years I held morning service
in Ottumwa, an evening service eith-
er in Heckart neighborhood, eight
miles south, or in the Gray and Brown
neighborhood north. I also preached
occasionally at Agency and Dahlone-
ga, and in a number of country school-
houses. T
Privations of Pioneers.

/ The first funeral I attended was
that of a child from the family of E.
‘Washburn. My first marriage service
was that of a Mr, Butler near the gar-
rison. For the first year we occupied
a four room house at $8 a month, sub-
letting two rooms to Philip Kiester
and little family. The house was warm
enough in summer but in the winter
with the mercury down to 32 below
zero, the climate was Arctic. Of course
our audiences were small at first, few-
er people attending in town than at al-
most any other,of my appointments,
There were alsb privations which peo-
ple from good homes in the east would
notice. We had no paved streets and
no sidewalks or crossings, unless for
two or three blocks on Front street,

was

e of my father, $300. This was repaid

and gamc and fresh fish could be had
for the hunting.

Deficiency in Salary.

“The salary promised me was $500.
Of this the board of home missions
gave for the first year $150, and of
the remainder Kirkville paid one-third
and Ottumwa two-thirds. This was
paid in full the first Yyear, and almost
in full the second year, but for sever-
| al succeeding years there was a consid-
crable deficiency. After the = disas-
trous financial failures of 1857 when
half the bank bills in circulation be-
came worthless, when immigration
had almost ceased, and when two sea-
son’s of crop failure had occurred, it
was impossible for our handful of peo-
ple to do much towards the pastor’s
support. In 1857 their entire contri-
butions including minister’s galary
was $225, and next year $300. But
they did what they could and their
welcome and co-operation were so
cordial as to dispel all feelings of dis-
couragement,

Dependent on Missionary Feld,

“I was wholly dependent on the
missionary field er support., My fath-
er a well-to-do Ohio farmer, died when
I was a boy of 15. My share in his es-
tate, together with over $1,000 which
I had earned as a teacher, had been ex.
pended in my collegiate and theolog-
ical course; so that when licensed at
the age of 25 years I was not $5 from
square with the world. When start-
ing from Greenfield, Ohjo., for Ottum-
wa, I borrowed from an old neighbor

several years later in full by my moth-
er and my brothers, Out of this loan
I paid - traveling expenses and for
things needful for our first housekeep-
ing, and $120 for a good saddle horse
for my itinerating work.

Struggles for Existence,

“The demands of hospitality were
from the founding of our home very
considerable—demands which my ef-
ficient helpmeet always met cheerful-
ly and satisfactorily. In the summer
of 1857 I was prostrated by sun stroke
which disabled me for three months
and which kept me under the weather.
for two years and which may have had
something to do with my subsequentI
loss of hearing.

“For several years after 1857 the

roll of communicants decreased from
about eighty to;less than fifteen, and
then we moved back to our old home in
Ottumwa.

Retires from Service.

In 1885, Elder T. D. Foster invited
me, Pastor Ely and the members. of
this First church concurring, to hold
regular preaching service -‘at the
chapel, near .the packing house. Six
years of diligent lahor I was permitted
to fulfill there, adding one hundred
names to the communicant roll of this
First church, and resulting in the or-
ganization of  the  East End church
Wwith 116 members in 1888, and con-
tinuing until, by the ordering of Provi-
(llggce, I retired.from active service in

1 MR
Pioneers Not Wealthy.

“I have nevep for an holir regretted
entering the ministry, nor regretted
that my footsteps were dirgcted to Ot-
tumwa. Most of the pioneers in Iowa
had but small ‘' pecuniary remunera-
tions, a majority of them being under
the necessity of exerting:.themselves in
the way of self-support, by educational
work, fruit growing; . some by
trades and some by medical practice.
The requirements in the way of style
were not high, and the cultivated from
the east could be politely cared for in
a house of two or three rooms, and
lodged, two or threein'a bed, in a very
small dormitory. = @ -~ .

: HadMany Calls, " .

“It is but proper for me to say that
my continuance for fourteén years in
this field was npot with me a matter of
necessity, but was from a sense of
duty. I had repeated solicitations to
go to other fields in Iowa, in Illinois
and in Ohio, some of these very attrac-
tive, but after 1867 and during the war,
I felt that to abandon -the field would
involve much loss and injury to this
mission work in Ottumwa, and so both
inclination and a sense  of ‘duty re-
quired me to remain.

Tribute to Life Partner.

“It is but right, also, that I should
place on record my tribute to the help-
fulness of my life partner in the home
and in the church—sharer in joys and
sorrows, in failures-and successes. As
pastor's wife, Mrs. McElroy carried
her full share of work and responsibil-
ity. She never complained of her lot

struggle for existence upon the part|
and for existence and usefulness on
the part of the pastor was a severe |
one. I had managed to buy a half acre |
of ground and had built a three rooms- |
ed house of cottonwood lumber, and|
so had ceased paying house rent but|
instead, was paying 10 per cent on|
borrowed money.

“At the end of five years our mem-
bership was about sixty, including sev- |
eral encouraging instances of conver- |
sions; our small house of worship was
well filled with regular and interested
hearers; the Wednesday evening pray-
er meeting was sustained; and a small
but interesting Sabbath school was in
regular operation with an enrollment
of about fifty,

\War Decreases Congregation.
“At the end of ten years the civil
war was just closing, in which from
the families connected with our church
some eighteen enlisted soldiers had
served in Iowa regiments, six of these
filling soldier graves. They were: Da-
vid Bosworth, W. W. Farley, Henry H.
Hukill, Albert Dougherty, Robert Ly-
ons, James Lyons. The others from |
the church who left to serve their "
country were: Dr. W. L. Orr, Philip
Kiester, James S. Porter, T. J. Porter, |
John G. Holloway, Ralph Holloway,
Moeris Holloway, Isaac Newton Hollo-
way, Benjamin R. Chambers, John Si-
mons, Nathan F. Manroe, Richard H.
\warden.'

Plans for New Church.

“In four instances tne superintend-
ent of our Sabbath schools had resign-
ed to go out as soldiers—W. W. Farley,
Dr. J. 8. Porter, Dr. W. L. Orr, and P.
Kiester. The pastor had been princi-
pal of the Ottumwa seminary from the
autumn of 1869, aided by two assist-
ants, and himself engaged in the class
room about cne-half of each day. He
was also county superirtendent of
schools for two years, 1863 and 1864.
The attendance and interest in the
church and its services had increased
considerably. A lot had been pur-
chased and rock for a foundation plac-
ed upon it, toward the erection of a
larger and better house of worship.
The full enrollment oI members from
the first organization had reached 159;
but death and dismissals and absen-
tees reduced the actual membership to
about eighty, with an enrollment of
about seventy-five in the Sunday
school.
Dr. McElroy’s Resignation.

“At the close of my pastorate of al-
most fourteen years we had a commo-
dious and neat house of worship, which
had cost about $800 and which repre-
sented an amount of effort and self
denjal on the part of a small congrega-
tion of small means, which, I judge,
has never been equalled in the history
of any church in Ottumwa. The at-
tendance upon all the services was
good, and we were favored with en-
couraging accessions. But the pas-
tor’s health had been unfavorable and
seriously affected. Teaching, and do-
ing the work of a pastor, and acting
as chairman of the building committee,
including the soliciting, collecting of
funds, and settling with the workmen
—all this meant something of over ex-
ertion and led to his resignation. The
total enrollment in. April, 1869, had
reached 235 but the net membership
was much less and the effective mem-
bership was about 120 with about 50
enrolled in the Sunday school. For
about one year after resigning my
pastorate Jhere I did mission work in
the region of Wall's school house,
known later as the While school house,
six miles northwest of Ottumwa. Our
labors there had something to do with
originating the Salem Methodist
church and also the Wilton Presbyter-
ian church.

Pastorate at Batavia,
“In the spring of 1870 I accented a
call to the Batavia Presbyterian church
where I fulfilled a pastorate of thirteen
years. During the early years of this
pastorate 1 met with much encourage-
ment, until the migration fever broke
out, an epidemic which prevailed all

We had no gas lights, no electric lights
nor even kerosene.. We had no laun-|
drymen or milkmen, nor accommodat-!
ing grocer wagons. Food was mnot|
lacking in quantity but deficient in!
variety. Fruit, except of the

“The glory of the church is ifs or-

‘ i

wild | They just
kind, was only a memory, but nuts, l

over the west, ecpecially affecting the |
rural communities. . Our people there
never seid a word, 8o far as [ know, to
indicate that they were tired of their
minister and wanted to get rid of him.
good humoredly picked up
their belongings and moved away. Our

never expressed regret that she had
come to these ends of the earth, and
never even suggestéd that we had bet-
ter abandon Ottumwa. If she had not

{ been economical and understood the

art of living within our means we
could not have kept our heads above
water. On one occasion Mrs, McEl-
roy was somewhat contrary. I was
seriously considering the matter of
entering the army as a chaplain, and
proposed to her to take our two chil-
dren and return to her father's house
in Pennsylvania while I went into the
army. She replied.that she: thought
my health was not such as to.warrant
me entering the service but that was
a question for me. If I went, however,
that she would stay right here and
take care of our little home and fam-
ily. That kept me at home. I sup-
pose now that her judgment was bet-
ter than mine”in that matter.

Estimable Work of Women,

“lI wish to record my personal ap-
preciation of the good women, who
were members and workers in this
church during its early history and
especially to mention their women’s
society., It was called the Sewing
soclety, was organized before the war
probably about 1858. and its especial
object was to earn and save money

for a larger and better church build-

ing. Its membership was small, at
first six or seven, gradually growing
to the dignity of a ‘dozen or more in
members. The needle and the knitt-
ing needle, the thimble, scissors and
tongue, were the chief' implements.
When the war came on they kept up
the society with growing interest.Most
of the members -had' a deep personal
interest in the soldier-men who were
at the front. In the home and in the
heart were many anxieties and wake-
ful nights. From these the. society
was a grateful and helpful relief. Grad-
ually they were led into the way of
holding festivals and public suppers,
which were liberally patronized. The
general public had some admiratign
for those heroic women and were dis-
posed to help. . They had heavy bur-
dens to bear and cares to carry, Hus-
band, brother, father, son, .were far
away in the army, but these women
would come with = busy ' hands and
bright faces to try to make a festive:
bright social ‘evening for the public;
and they succeeded. The times were
favorable as they might not be now.
The follies and  things = undignified
which sometimes © appeared in the
church festival they tried to avoid.
There are better ways of - raising
church funds in normal times and or-
dinary circumstances than by fair and
festival but in ~ those extraordinary
times there was a general disposition
to look upon the efforts of those good
women with favor. How it would
have been possible to have Bucceeded
in erecting our first respectable house
of worship without their leadership
and help I have never been able to see.
In the course of seven or eight years
they raised for church purposes $1,-
500. Most of them have already pass-
ed to the other shore, their graves are
in yonder cemetery, but their memory
is in our hearts, and their work be-
longs to the history of our church,”

Dr. W, L. Orr’s Sketch.

The address of Dr. Orr was as fol-
lows: :

“In the year 1853 the population of
Ottumwa did not exceed 600. Two
small church buildings had been erect-
ed and were used for public worship,
one was the Congregational church,
located near the northwest corner of
Court and Second streets, and the sec-
ond was the Catholic church located on
Court street immediately north of the
present Catholic church, The Con-
gregational church had been erected
through . the - efforts of Rev. B, A,
Spaulding, a member of the celebrated
Jowa band ‘of missionaries. Mr.
Spaulding came to Ottumwa in 1844
and by his untiring labors in the cause
cf the Master and his consistent Chris-
tian life, commanded the respect and
confidence of the community. The
First Methodist church had ° been or-
ganized and held servicés in the
court house, which  was Jocated on
Market street opposite the present city
hall. During the summer of 1853

Rev. 8. C. McCune, pastor of the Pres-
byterian church of Fairfield, accepted
an invitation to preach a sermon in
Ottumwa. A meeting was appointed
for a week day evening and notice
was given to such Presbyterian fami-
lies as were known in the county, north
and south of the river. The Congre-
gational' brethern kindly tendéred the
use of their house for the meeting.

“Rev. McCune was greeted by what
was considered in that day, a large au-
dience and delivered a sermon, which
made a marked impression on his
hearers. After the close of the meet-
ing a committee of ladies waited on
Rev.. McCune and requested him to
present their petition at the fall meet-
ing of the Presbytery for the organiza-
tion of a Presbyterian church in Ot-
tumwa. He complied with their re-
quest and the Presbytery appointed a
committee consisting of Rev. L. G. Bell
and Rev. 8. C. McCune to visit Ottum-
wa and if the way was clear to organ-
ize a church. This committee met in
Ottumwa on September 21, 1853 and
occupied the time in exploring the
country north and south of the river
and in preaching until Saturaay, De-
cember 24, On that day, according
to notice given the persons desiring to
join in the organization of a Presby-

terian church assembled at the hour of st

11 o'clock in the court house and after
a sermon by Rev. 8. C. McCune and
prayer the committee received the fol-
lowing named persons on certificates
from other churches:
John Hite Mrs. Rebecca Hite,
Miss E. Hite, Mrs, E. Hite,
Mrs. H. Hoover, John M. Taylor,
Mrs. R. Brown, Mrs, Sarah, Taylor,
Thomas Brown, Jonathan Heckart,
Mrs. E. Carmen, Mrs, H. Heckart,
Mrs. M. Gray, Mrs. Mary Davis,
Mrs. L. A. Sloan,Mrs. Sarah Moyer,
Dr. W, L. Orr,

“The following named persons were
received on profession of their faith:
Daniel Hoover, Mrs. Sarah Mudge,

Ann Bilman,

The First Elders.

“John M. Taylor, John Hite and Dr.
W. L. Orr, were elected, ordained and
and installed as elders after which
the First Presbyterian church of Ot-
tumwa was declared to be duly organ-
ized. On the following day, Sabbath,
December 25,the first communion serv-
ice of the church was held in the court
house and at that time two additional
members were received on certificate
—Michael Heckart and Mrs. Mary
M. Heckart; making a total number
of members entering into the organi-
zation—twenty-three.: Of this number
twenty-one resided in the country at
distances ranging from one to eight
miles from Ottumwa and only two re-
sided in town.

“In the month of August, 1854, by
appointment of the Presbytery, Rev:
S. C. McCune returned to Ottumwa
and conducted a communion service at
which time four members were receiv-
ed on certificate and three children
were baptised and in the month of
August, 1855, he again returned by or-
der of the Presbytery and conducted k
& communion service in the school
house which steod at the southwest
corner of College and Fourth streets.
At this meeting three members were
recelved on certificate and five children
were baptised. g

Rev. McElroy Begins Pastorate.

“During this time with the ald of
the board of missions the church had
secured the services of Rev. J. M. Mec-
Elroy, a young minister, who was to
become -the pastor. His first sermon
was delivered in the court house on
July 15, 1855, and he was ordained and
installed as pastor on December 6,
1855. During the fall and winter of
1856 and 1856 the. meetings of the
church were held in the upper room
of a two-story building situated on
the north side of Main street midway
between Market and Green streets. The
hall was entered by an outside stair-
way in the rear of the building. The
seats were very plain and had no pro-
vision for leaning back yet the church
was glad to have a place where the
people could assemble for worship and
they were punctual in their attend-

ance.
The First Church.

“In the spring of 1856 the church
resolved to build a house of worship,
A lot was purchased immediately east
of the church building on the corner of
Fourth and Green streets. About $800
was subscribed toward the building by
members and friends of the church
and in addition to this Michael and
Jonathan Heckart, members of the
church living eight miles south of Ot-
tumwa, prepared the huge timbers for
the framework of the house on their
town land, hauled them to town and
performed all of the carpenter work
necessary for the erection and comple-
tion of the building and asked and re-
ceived no other compensation than
their board and lodging, which was
furnished by two families of the
church. On 'a beautiful Sabbath day
in June, 1856, the congregation assem-
bled for the first time in the little
church with thankful hearts to God
for His goodness and blessing their
efforts to provide a place of worship.
With the blessing of God on the labors
of the young pastor the church con-
tinued to grow until it was apparent
tha:l t(x, larger house of worship was
needed.

. The New Church.

“During the years of the civil war,
while most of the male members of
the church were serving in the union
army the ladies purchased and paid
$325 for the lot on the corner of Fourth
and Green street on which the church
was buillt and also had the rock for
the foundation hauled and placed on
the lot. After the close of the war
in 1866 work was commenced on the
new church and it was finished and
dedicated in the fall of 1866. The cost
of the building and lot was about $8,-
000. The Ladies' society furnished $1,-
800, the board of church erection $800
and’ the balance was contributed by
the members and friends of the
church.

Rev. McEiroy Resigns.

“In the new and more commodious
house 'of worship the church continued
to prosper and grow in strength unti]
the fall of 1868 when the postor, who
had labored so faithfully for fourteen
years, being broken_ down in health
asked the church to accept his resigna-
tion, but the church declined to act on
his resignation and granted him a six
months’. vacation, hoping that his
health might be restored. At the end
of that time he again tendered his
resignation and on April 21, 1869, the
pastoral relation was digsolved,

The Five Pastors.

“Since that time theqmatok serving
the church have been: Rev. H. B.
Knight. from April, 1869, until Decem-
ber, 1880; Rev, B. E. 8. Ely from May,
1881, until July, 1894; Rev. F. W. Hin-
itt, from March, 1895, until August,
1900. The present pastor, Rev. F. I
Stoltz, entered upon his duties-the first

this church bear evidence that the la-
bors of all the pastors since its organi-
zation have been accompanied with
precious revivals of religion.

Elders of the Church.

“In addition to the elders elected to
the organization of the church the fol-
lowing named persons have served the
church in' that office: . .

“J. P. Halloway, Allen Wilson,
“Phillp Kiester, J. S. Porter,
“Dr, E. B. Ringling, Dr. L. C. Cook,
“T, D, Foster, F. G. Randall,
“W. E. Chambers, C. E. Boude,
“W. W. Pollard, E. Dungan,
“Geo. A. Brown, J.*E. Cummings,
“J.G. Hutchison, 8. H. Harper,
“E. E. McElroy, R. H. Warden.”

The Present Church.

“The house of worship which we
now occupy was erected in the year
1889 during the pastorate_of Dr. Ely,
and the first service held in it was on
November 717, 1889.; The cost of the
building was $22,000. Of this amount
$2,000 was contributed by the Ladies’
soclety; the communion table was pre-
sented by Mrs. George A. Brown, and
the baptismal font by Mrs. W. B.
Armstrong. During the pastorate of
Dr, Hinitt a: pipe organ was placed
in the church at a cost of $8,000. One-
half of this amount was furnished by
the Ladies' society. In the month of
June, 1901, the parsonage situated at
the corner of Market and Gara streets
was purchased at the cost of $4,-

" The Church Membership.

“On May 38, 1888, one hundred and
five members were dismissed from
this church to enter the organization
of the East End church, and on De-
cember 2, 1895, eighteen members were
dismissed to enter the organization of
the West End church. The present
membership of the church is 500; the
Sabbath school has a membership of
316; the Ladies’ Missionary soclety,
the Ladies' Ald society, the Young
People's society of Christian Endeavor
and the Junior society are all thor-
oughly organized and earnestly  en-
gaged in performing their part in.the
work of the church.

Missionaries Sent Out.

“The little church thus planted in
prayer and faith with the blessing of
God has grown and spread out her
branches to the east and west ends
of a prosperous city, and has not been
entirely wanting in missionary effort.
Four of her members have gone as
missionaries to foreign lands, namely:
Reyv. Allen McCullough to Africa, Mrs.
Rose Moore, daughter of Dr. Ely, our
former pastor, to Corea; Miss Anna
Foster, daughter of our former elder,
T. D. Foster, to Japan; and Miss Mary
McElroy, daughter of Dr. McElroy, our
first pastor, to India. Dr. A. G. Wil-
son, a former member of this church,
is now a professor in the Omaha Theo-
logical seminary, and two of his sons
are missionaries in western India.
Rev. Edgar M. Wilson and A. 8. Wil-
son, M. D., a medical missionary, Rev.
J. C. Wilson and wife labored as mis-
sionaries in Chili, South America, for
a period of eight years. Mrs. Wilson
is a daughter of Newton Holloway, a
former member of this church and she
was baptized in infancy by Dr. McEl-
roy. Rev. Knox Boude and Rev. R.
¥. Chambers, former members of this
ghurch, are now ministers in the home

eld.

Charter Members Living.

“Of the twenty-three members en-
rolled at the organization of this
church only four are known to be liv-
ing. The venerable pioneer ministers
composing the committee of organiza-
tion, Rev. L. G. Bell and Rev. 8. C.
McCune, have long since joined the
church triumphant. I am sure we are
all glad to havée with us on thix occa-
sion our former pastor, Dr. F. W, Hin-
itt, and that we have letters of greet-
ing from our former pastors, Rev. H.
B. Knight and Dr, B. E. 8. Ely. And
we have reason for special thanksgiv-
ing for the presence of our first pas-
tor, who for s0 many years endured
the hardship .of a pioneer home mis-

sionary.
o Gives Thanks.

“In thus reviewing the history of
the First Presbyterian church from
the time of its organization, we  find
abundant reason Lo thank God for His
blessing upon the labors of his ser-
vants in the past.
in this good hour with earnest prayer
for God's blessing upon all our for-
mer pastors resolve that we will up-
hold the hand of our present faithful
pastor, and with renewed faith and
courage labor more earnestly for the
advancement of Christ's kigdom here
and throughout the world.”

The letter of greeting and congrat-
ulation from Rev. Hervey B. Knight,
was as follows: 4
“To the Pastor and Members of the

First Presbyterian Church and Con-

gregation of Ottumwa, Iowa:

“Dear Friends—Through your com-
mittee of arrangements 1 am in receipt
of an invitation to Mrs. Knight and
myself to be present at the fiftieth
anniversary of the organization of the
First Presbyterian church of Ottum-
wa.

“We thank you most Heartily for this
invitation and would greatly enjoy a
personal participation in the greetings
and congratulations over half a cen-
tury’'s work well done. As this is not
possible owing to distance, I cheerfully
comply with the alternate invitation to
send a written word of greeting, which
may be read on this occasion. ‘And
this, not as & matter of form, but for
the purpose of expressing my deep
and unchanging affection for the peo-
ple of my first pastoral charge, and
whom it was my privilege to serve for
almost one-fourth of the period you
now celebrate. Since I have ceased
to be your pastor, you have so kindly
recognized me as a friend and adviser,
that I have fully entered into the joy
of your growth, and enlarged useful-
ness, under the leadership of the pas-
tors who have succeeded me. I can,
however, more fully estimate and ap-
preciate the influences that were at
work, and the lives that were lived
and the results that were accomplish«
ed while I was your pastor.

Potent Factor.

“As I write there comes before my
mental vision the faces and names of
very many, who were potent factors,
not only in the church, but in the
community, who could always be de-
pended upon, for labor or sacrifice, Not
only parents and mature Christians
but young men and young women, who
in the service of song, and in the then
new plans for enlisting the young in
the work of the church, stood like vet-
erans, with pastor and session. Many
of those whose faces are so distinct
are now a memory, they having pass-
ed on to their reward. Others in new
fields, or with you, are still bringing
forth fruit. In not a small number
of instances the present pastor could
bear like testimony of their children
as they follow in the footsteps of
their parents in loyal active service.

Form a Small Part.

“Resylts put to record, form but a
small part ‘of the work of a church
or the experiences of a pastor, yet the
fact that during  my pastorate of al-
most twelve years, begun when the
population of Ottumwa was about
three thousand, two hundred and six-
ty-six, were received into the mem-
bership of the church, one hundred
and twelve marriages were solemniz-

(Continued on Page 7.)

Sabbath in July, 1901, The records of

ed, that one hundred and fifty-six fun-

And shall we not|’
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Bone Palns,  Itching,
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Swelllngs, Carbuncles, Plmples, Secrofnla
permanently cured .- by taking notg'lc
Bldod Ba'm. It destroys the' active Pol-
son 1n the blood. If youn hare aches-and
paips in bones, back and Jolatsy ing .
Scabhy Skin, Blood - feels Tot ' or hip, LR .
Swollen Glnnds, Risings and Bumps on the 3

Scabby Skin

Skin, Mucus Patches In Mouth, ' Sore T
Thraat, " Plmples, or offensive etuptions, | ST
Conper-Colored Spots or rash on Skin, all
run-down, or nervoug, Ulcers on nny part th
of the body, Halr-or Erebrows falling out, og
Carbuncles or Bolis, take be
Botanic Blood Baim, guaranteed = S
to cure even the worst and must dm' - thi
seated cases where doctors, pntent m 3 . 'an
cines. and hot springs fall. Heals all sores, ! 3
stops ail aches and pains, reduces all awel- \ ‘Ng
lings. makes blopd pure and ‘rlch, éom- ) ms
pletely changing the entire body Into a o an
clean, healthy condition. B. B. B. has b
cured to stay thousands of cases of Blood _ha
Polson even after reaching the last stages. WC
Old  Rheumatism, Catarrh, Eczema th
are caused by an awful polsoned condition 5 ag
of the Blood. B. B. B. cures Catarrh, stops Ou
Hawking and Spitting; cures Rheumatism, du
with Aches and Pains: henls all Scabs, )
Sceales, Eruptions, Watery Blisters, with wi
Itching and Scratching of Eczema, Ly giv- 1t
Ing n pure, healthy blood supply to affected wi
parts. e 1 e afi
Cancer Cured. = = . U8
Botanic Blood Balm. Cures Cancers of ail bu
Kinds, Suppurating Swelllngs, '~‘Ptlnl ac
Sores, Tumors, ugly Ulcers. It kills the *
Cancer Polson and heals the sores  or r
worst cancer perfectly. If you have a “hé
sistent Plmple, Wart, Swellings, Shi tic
Stinging Pains, take Blood Balm and' s
will  disappear befora they develop Into fo
Cancer. Many apparently hopeless cases ea
of cancer cured by taking Botanic Blood 3
Balm. % =
OUR GUA RANTEE. y no
Take a large bottie of Botanic Blood tic
Balm (B, B. B.) as directed on label,and | = 28
when the right quantity Is taken a cure is <
certain, sure and lasting. If not cured
your money will be promptly refunded M
without argument. i i o7 S
Botanic Blood Balm (B. B. B.) Is: ' -~ \ g‘
Pleasant and' safe to take.. Thoroughly \ i
tested for 30 years. Composed of Pure :
Botanic Ingredients.  Strengthens weak Re
kidneys and weak stomachs,  cures dys- -of
pepsia. Sold by all Druggists, $1 Per i 80
Large Bottle, with complete directiohs for “br
home cure. Sample Sent Freeé by writing hu
Blood Balm Co., Atlanta, Ga. Describe ba
your trouble and special free medical ad-
vice, to sult your case, also sent' in sealed To
letter. - Y ‘ha
Sold in Ottumwa, lowa, by W. L. Sare |
gent, Main and Market. Sts. Call on T Ze
Werite. Blood Balm sent by express, i ‘.’E
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Curing the Sic

By their Up-to-date Methods
Right Here in Ottomwa.

i AT NS | iy
If you are skeptical call at their ofs

fices and they will furnish you with &
long list of cures of people in this eity,
Many of them were sufferers from+C.
tarrh, Asthma, Diseases of the Lungs,
Stomach, Kidneys, Liver, Blood,Rheus
matism, Inflammation of Ovaries, etc,
and had sought relief for years. :

.
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Their Electro Vapor method of treats
ing Catarrh, Deafness and Lung Dis&
eases, enables them to apply healing
agents direct to the diseased parts. ,
The case of Daniel O'Brien, an old = S\
and respected resident of Ottumwa s :
and residing at 717 East Mill street,'is
typical of that of a large number i 4
cases ofCatarrh and Deafness in this ok
part of the country. He had been for i
a number of years a sufferer of chronia :
Catarrh, took cold easily, nose stopped
up at times, annoyed by hawking and
gpitting from accumulations of mucus
in nose and throat. This catarr
condition finally extended from ba
part of nose into the middle ear, caus«
ing ringing noises, almost total deafs
ness in one ear and impaired’ heari
in the other. R
He applied at their offices for treat-
ment on the 28th day of July and was =
completely cured of catarrh and dea® = =
ness in less than three months. : :
L. 8. Carter, farmer, Albia, for years +
a sufferer of Catarrhal Deafness, said:
“I could hear after one treatment af
well as I ever did.” o
Miss Maud Nation, 913 Sherman St.,
for a long time discharges from left
ear and deafness completely cured in
one month, 3 S
Matt Wright, 318 South Vine, has
suffered for years from Catarrhal Deafs
ness and Ringing Noiges. Ask him
what they have done for him in on
month’s treatment. o
FREE.—Call at their office and re-
ceive one free treatment and refer-
ences of over one hundred cases of
Catarrh, Deafness, Lung and other
Chronic Diseases cured by them here
in Ottumwa.
Their prices are within the means
of all.

They use you honorably and treaf
you right. e
Offices, 3rd floor Hofmann Bullding. '

Hours—9 a. m. to 4 p. m...Diseases

of Men 7 to 8 p. m. Sunday, forenoon
only.

New Phone, 908.

Drs. Myerly & Kreul
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Sell, Rent or Trade,
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or if yon wish to %
Buy, Trade or Rent,

Tog “Want”
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columr will help yow |




