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EMPEROR SPURNS ALL

OFFERS

SAYS HE WILL FIGHT UNTIL VIC-

TORIOUS AND THEN MAKE
PEACE.

VLADIVOSTOK FLEET
GETS INTO ACTION

Appears At Small Corean

Troop Ships.

o
Tokio, April 25. — The Russian
Vladivostok.squadron has appear-
ed at Gensan, Corea, where it sunk
a Japanese merchant steamer of
600 tons. A brief telegram from
Gensan today says three Russian
cruisers had entered the harbor
and that they were still there
when the telegram was sent. Their
arrival created consternation in
the unprotected Japanese colony
at Gensan.

(t is thought here in Tokio that
this Russian naval movement was
made in the hope of intercepting
some unprotected Japanese troop
ships, It is not believed the squad-
ron will remain at Gensan long.

The Vladivostok squadron con-
sists of the armored cruisers Rus-
sia, Gromohoi and Rue Rurik, and
the protected cruiser Bogatyre, be-

* ing among the most powerful in
the Russian navy. Gensan is about
350 miles southwest of Vladivos-
tok. :

& /
St. Petersburg, April 25. — It
is said that the emperor, replying

t: Viceroy Alexieff's application

for leave, has telegraphed his re-

fusal adding that he hoped the vi-

ceroy would be able to send some
good news soon.

St. Petersburg, April 25.—The Asso- |

ciated Press’is” enabled to announce
authoritatively that the talk 6f media-
tion in the Russo-Japanese war was
founded vpon the pefsocal desires of
King Edward and King Christian of
DenmarkK to avoid further bloodshed
and to end the conflict, but that the
Steps which were initiated have utter-
ly failed.-
Fight to a Finish.

The emperor, with the full concur-
rence of the imperial family and his
advisers, has firmly decided not only
to reject all proposals looking to in-
tervention but to prosecute the' war
with all the resources of the empire
until victory crowns the Russian arms.

No Berlin Congress.

And when the time comes for peace,
to make terms directly with the ene-
my. Interference of outside powers
will not be tolerated. There is to be
no repetition of the Berlin congress.

"Propositions Are Void,

Furthermore, the Associated Press
is authorized to state Russia will in
no wise consider herself bound by the
propositions. made to Japan prior to
war. The hostilities have wiped out
the arrangements Russia offered to
make with Japan regarding Corea and
Manchuria. Russia will consider her-
self free to impose such terms as she
desires.

Port Arthur Feels Secure,

Port Arthur, April 25. — (Delayed.)
—Al] weak points on both land and sea
sides here have been so strengthened
in the last two months that the impreg-
nability of Port Arthur is now regard-
ed as absolutely. assured. The garri-
son has been considerably strengthen-
ed and the forts provided with all the
necessities for more than a year.

People Are Confident,

Complete confidence prevails with
the troops, sailors and inhabitants in
the ability of the Russians to defeat
any Japanese attack.

Says Story is Untrue.

St. Petersburg, April 25, — General
Pflug in a telegram from Port Arthur
formally denies the reports that the
Japanese have crossed the Yalu river.

HOP—ES FOR PEACE.

Outside Interference May Bring About
A Cessation of Flghting.

Washington, D. C., April 25, — There
is a buzz of peaceable intervention
among diplomatic people, and the re-
sult of more than.one whispered con-
ference {s the expression of the opinion
that forces are being set in ,motion
* among the chancellories of BEurope
which mean the termination of the
war between Japan and Russia without
much bloodshed. It is believed even
now that the czar and the king of Eng-
land hold in their hands the threads
which are to bé woven into an agree-
ment for permanent peace.

From diplomatic points of view it is
said that the time for friendly inter-
vention  actually has arrived. No one
believes that Japan could whip Russia
in the long run. The disparity  be-
tween the resourges of the two coun-
tries is much too great. On the other
hand, Russia cannot invade Japan, nor
even regain Corea, without a navy,and
this Russia no longer possesses in the
orient, in spite of all her ships in the
Black sea and the Baltic.

Czar Was Against War.

The czar, as is well known, never
favored war with Japan. He was led
Aato the fight by the persistent iingo-
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"Port and
Sinks Japanese Steamer —Thought
To Have Been Out for Unprotected

OF MEDIATION

LONG SENTENCE IMPOSED.

Illinois Murderers Given Terms of 99
and 70 Years.
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Belleville, 111, April 25, — In the
circuit court today, Mike, alias
“Duck™ Roach and George Clegg,
were respectively sentenced to
ninety-nine and seventy years in
the penitentiary for the murder of
John Keith, a street car conduct-
or on June 2, 1902, while attempt-

ing to rob a car near Lansdowne.
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Carmen in Shops at Decatur, 1ll,, Are
Out—Want Union Recognized.”

Decatur, Ill,- April 259 — rail-
way carmen on the Waba stem
went on a strike today for an increﬁe
in wages, recognition of the union,
definite regulations for work, ete. Two
hundred men are out here including a
large part of the car shop force, in-
spectory, oilers and repairers. Repre-
sentatives of the Carmen's association
say the majority of the carmen all over
the system have struck.

WEAVER IS CONFIDENT.

Old War Horse of lowa Democracy
Speaks for the State.

Des Moines, April 25. —(Special)—
In an interview today Gen. James B.
Weaver of Colfax, who is a candidate
for delegate at large from the sixth
district to the national convention, de-
clared that the state of Iowa is sure to
go for Hearst at the St. Louis meet-
ing.

ADMIT THEIR GUILT.

Hold-Up Men at Cedar Rapids Confess
That They Did Work.

Cedar Rapids, April 25.—(Special.)
—Gilbert Hill, Frank Gordon and Har-
ry Kamp, who were arrested yester-
day on the charge of holding up F. B.
French on a Rock Island train near
this city, today confessed their guilt.
They secured only a small sum,

ism of the war party, and his heart
has never been in the war. Japan has
had its fill of glory. It has extermin-
ated the better part of the Port Ar-
thur fleet, secured possession of Corea
and forced the fight into Manchuria
and Siberian territory.
Russia Has Tenacity.

Diplomatists insist that just at this
juncture peace may come as a result
of outside interference. Europe re-
members, if Japan does not, the brut-
a] tenacity. of Russian military equip-
ment. Crimea taught western Europe
is lesson as to the savage resources in
men and money of the great Russian
despotism, the only great nation now
left where military service has no re-
lation to public opinion and where the
will of the ruler for peace or war is
still supreme.

It is the despotism of Russia which
makes diplomatists believe that peace
is not only possible but imminently
probable. Other countries would have
to fight merely to satisfy the pride of
the people. In Russia the czar could
stop fighting and the great mass of his
subjects would be ignorant or indiffer-
ent ag to the causes of peace.

Edward for Peace.

King Edward, its believed here, is
personally seeking to impress the
peace idea on the czar. Japan must
do as Great Britain dictates. With the
czar sick of the war before it start-
ed and now facing a series of depress-
ing catastrophes, it is believed, that
Russia can be made to agree to peace.
Otherwise there would be the pros-
pect of a long and terrible war, and
every day it lasted the chances of a
general European mixup  would in.
crease.

NOT AFRAID
OF PARKER

REPUBLICANS IN WASHINGTON
WOULD BE GLAD OF HIS
NOMINATION.

D. B. HILLIS HIS SPONSOR

Hill Is Rather Unpopular Especially in
the West—Parker Not a Man Who
Inspires Enthusiasm Among the

Masses of the People.

Washington, D. C., April 25. — If
the impression exists to any great ex-
tent that the republican leaders lpok
with apprehension upon the prospect-
ive nomination of Judge Parker of
New York for the presidency by the
democratic national convention, that
impression is entirely erroneous.

As a matter of.fact the republicans
are not apprehensive on account ‘of
any candidate the democrats may nom-
inate. They are willing to admit that
some men mentioned would be more
formidable opponents than others who
have been named, but well informed
republicans or democrats for that mat-
ter, are well satisfied that the demo-
crats have not within their party a
man who can defeat President Roose-
velt in November 1904.

Judge Parker is considered by the
republicans to be a stronger man and
a better vote-getter than Mr, Hearst;
but Parker is not the strongest man
in the democratic party. In the first
place Parker is the candidate of Hill
of New York and Hill's standing es-
pecially in the west is of such a na-
ture as to constitute a handicap for
any man who is sponsored by the sage
of Woolford's Roost.

Parker is Not Virile,

Parker is not regarded as represent-
ing anything virile and ‘active in the
national life of the country. He is re-
garded as a man willing to be manip-
ulated and handled; to be content to
permit ‘'somebody else to plan his pro-
gram and meekly execute it. It is
pointr ;out that the American people
abo¥ , all things admire a man of ideas
convictions and action even though the
public may not at all times agree with
al]l of these ideas and convictions. The
people cannot enthuse over a man
whose backbone is of the angle-worm
type. They found much to admire in
Grover Cleveland because of the ene-
mies he made; because he had his own
ideas and convictions and was strenu-
ous in pressing them.

Judge Parker is not the man who is
calculated to inspire enthusiasm on
the part of the masses of the people.
His only strong point, so-called, is his
utter passiveness; the fact that he has
never sald or done anything one way.
or the other.

Would Be “Safe.”

It is claimed Parker would be a
‘“safe” man. Even stronger claims than
this are made; in fact, it is boldly
charged that Judge Parker’s nomina-
tion would be an out-and-out sale of
the democratic party to the so-called
trusts and money interests of the Mor-
gan type. More than one great paper
has flatly made this charge and it is
not heing denied. While it is undoubt-
edly true that certain Wall street and
other eastern interests would, support
Parker, in*case of his nomination, the
probable line-up the masses of busi-
ness men, farmers and laboring men
throughout the country, either on the
side of Roosevelt or Parker, does not
leave a great field for prophecy.

Would Fall Flat With Farmers.

It is freely predicted that the can-
didacy of Parker would fall flat with
the farmers and working men and the
statement is made upnon authority of
one of the best informed politicians of
New York that Roosevelt would defeat
Parker in his own state by, at the low-
est calculation, 50,000 votes,

The Hearst Papers.

While the democrats in congress pro-
fessed to be greally elated over the

London, April 25.— Locked up in a
safety deposit vault at Omaha, the au-
thorities of this county believe they
have the evidence which will make it
warm for Tom Dennison, the famous
policy king and politica] boss of Oma-
ha, accused of complicity in the Pol-
lock diamond robbery which occurred
twelve years ago and for which Frank
Shercliff is now serving an eighteen
year sentence in the state penitentiary
of Iowa.

The evidence, a great part of which
was submitted before the grand jury
here, which recently indicted Denni-
son, was removed from Logan to
Omaha for safe keeping for fear that
Dennison, rendered possibly despecrate
might adopt some dare devil method of
getting possession of it. :

May Involve Politicians,
This evidence is said to be highly
sensational in character and may in-
volve many politicians of Omaha. A
part of it is an alleged itemized state-
ment made by Dennison of the money
expended by him in securing the pa-
role of Shercliff a few years ago, who
was released by Governor Shaw. It
is claimed that Dennison maintains he
expended the sum of $14,450.50 to

bring about this result and that most

EVIDENCE AGAINST TOM
DENNISON LOCKED IN VAULT

of it was expended with Omaha politi-
cians.

The whole story is sensational in the
extreme. It would furnish a plot for
a modern melodrama which would
make the flesh creep, if all the details
of the plot could be realistically por-
trayed on the stage. :

May Come Voluntarily,

It is not yet known whether oh not
an attempt will be made to secure a
requisition  for Dennison. Following
the indictment which was returned
here a short time ago, Dennison wired
County Attorney L. W. Fallon that he
was sick, but that no effort was nec-
essary to secure his requisition as he
would voluntarily come to Logan for
the purpose of giving bond. The war-
rant for his arrest is now in the hands
of the sheriff at Logan and the action
of Dennison is being awaited with in-
terest.

The authorities at Logan claim that
the evidence which they have in their
possession will unfold a tale sensation-
al and so far-reaching that some repu-
tations in Nebraska will be dragged
in the dust and that the workings of
Dennison will be completely. estopped. J

RAILROAD'S FATE
HANGS IN BALANCE

DES MOINES . & FORT DODGE
/ MAY BE ABSORBED BY
ROCK ISLAND,

Des Moines, April 25.—The approach
of the date of the annual meeting of
the Des Moines & Fort Dodge railway
is awaited with considerable interest
by railroad men, as it will then be defi-
nitely known whether the Rock Island
or Edwin S. Hooley, of New York, is
the ownér of the line. The annual
meeting will be held in this city about
June 6.

The annual meeting was held here
last year June 11, one week later than
scheduled. To the surprise of may
railroad men and especially to the
Rock Island officials, the latter did not
dominate the meeting as they had
done for several years prior. Instead,
Bdwin S. Hooley, a New York stock
broker, stepped in and ousted the Rock
Island officials who held directorships
and other positions. Mr. Hooley had
quietly gathered in the control of the
common stock of the road and did not
show his hand until the annual elec-
tion when he secured official control,
electing his own men to directorships.

Then there was grief in the Rock
Island circles. The lease of the com-
pany on the line expires in 1905, and
their anticipation had been that they
would “fall heir” to {t. They did not
expect ta secure the line for nothing,
but had hopes of paying a very trivial
sum for it. Hooley's coup blasted
their hopes.

The road which extends from Des
Moines to Ruthven, 138 miles, is a val-
uable acquisition for the Rock Island,
as it gives the main line a connection
with the Dakota’lines, and also taps
a valuable coal éountry.

EXTRA

TORNADO IN THE SOUTH.

Strikes Towns With Fatal Results in
Three States.

Houston, Texas, Agell 25, ~ A {orna-
do passed three miles east of Mexia,
Texas today, demolishing four houses.
Miss Jennie Shanks was fatally injur-
ed and all the members, of the Shanks
family were hurt. W. E, Bonner and
daughter were seriously hurt. Much
minor damage was done.

Children Killed at Pine Biuff.

Pine Bluff, Ark., April 25. — A tor-
nado passed over Jefferson county,
killing two children and doing heavy
property damage. At the town of Sher-
rill many buildings were blown down.

Six Deaths in Indian Territory,

Pryor Creek, I. T., April 25. — Six
people were killed by a tornado which
swept through this county about four
miles south of here last night.

MAN BURNED TO DEATH.

Marion Moraan of Oskaloosa, The Vic-
tim of Horrible Accident.

L R R R N RN T NN E ]

Oskaloosa, Aptil 25. — (Special)
—Marion Morgan, aged 33 years,
was seized with a fit this morn-
ing when burning a pile of corn
stalks, fell into the fire and was

burned to death.
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Parker victory in New York, they are
not so wildly enthusiastic now that the
facts have had time to soak In and
some other features have developed.
Mr. Hearst is printing in his papers
some things that are giving the dem-
ocrats great uneasiness. Heg is throw-
ing the lime-light upon matters that
are calculated to place the democracy
upon the defensive in case of Parker's
nomination, with the probable result of
alienating the almost solid vote of the
working men and farmers and busi-
ness men of the country. Mr, Hearst
has printed matter and charges of such
a nature that is is not considered pos-
sible for the Hearst papers under any
circumstances to render any aid to
Parker in the event of his nomination,
The attitude of Mr. Bryan is also a
deep thorn in the flesh of the democ-
racy. While the leaders are not fear-
ful of Bryan’s power, measured by del-
egates in the national convention, the
prospect of Bryan's going up and down
the country making speeches on the
line suggested by the Nebraska states-
man after reading the New York plat-
form is not contemplated with equan-
imity.

Victim of Automobile Accident.

Trenton, N. J., April 25.—Captain E.
Y. Breese, of the New Jersey National
Guard, is still un¢onscious as the re-
sult of an automobile accident which
occurred at about midnight.

THE WEATHER

Iowa— Threatening and cooler to-
night with probably showers in the
east portion. Tuesday fair and slow-
ly rising temperature.

Illinois — Rain tonight, followed by
fair weather Tuesday. Cooler i the
west and south portions tonight.

Local Weather,
Last night at 9 o'clock 62
Seven o'clock this morning ,..,,. 43
| Two o'clock this afternoon ,..,..,, 42

DAVENPORT
BILL PASSES

SENATE AGREES TO MEASURE ES-
TABLISHING NEW BRANCH
OF FEDERAL COURT.

AGREE ONTHE NAVY BILL

Senate and House Reach Understand-
ing Regarding Appropriations —
Recommendation Favoring Disagree-
ment on River Bill Approved.

Washington, D. C., April 25.—The
senate today passed the bill to cre-
ate a division of the southern dis-
trict of Jowa federal court at Daven-
port.

Navy Bill Agreed Upon. ¢

The senate also adopted the confer-
ence report upon the navy appropria-
tion bill, which eliminates all differ-
ences between the house and the sen-
ate on this matter,

River Bill Meets Defeat.
Washington, April 25.—The house
committee on rivers and harbors to-
day recommended a disagreement as
to the emergency.river and harbor bill.
The disagreement was approved by
the house, but no conference was ask-
ed. The effect will be to defeat the
bill unless the senate recalls the meas-
ure and eliminates the amendments.
Taft Goes to St. Louis.
Secretary Taft will leave here to-
morrow for St. Louis to represent the
President at the opening ceremony of
the Louisiana Purchase exposition.
Cullom to Talk Tomorrow.
Washington, April 25.—When the
senate convened today Cullom gave
notice that he would address the sen-
ate tomorrow on the subject of the for-
eign relations of the United States.s
Chinese Warship Ashore,
Shanghai, April 25.—The Chinese

; warship Haitien is ashore on Elliott

rocks. Assistance has been sent to her.

GETS FIVE YEARS.

Martin Wescott, Accused of Man-
slaughter, Must Serve Time.

Mason City, April 26 — (Special) —
Martin Wescott was today sentenced
to serve five yeoars in the state pent-
tentiary on the charge of manslaught-
er. Wescott was originally charged
with murder and the case, which was
hard fought, attracted much attention
throughout the county and the north-
ern part of the state.

FOR STEALING CHICKENS.

Whether He Did or Didn't, Fitzke Must
Serve Eight Months.

Mason City, April 25.—(Special.)—
Richard Fitzke was this morning given
a penitentiary sentence of cight
months and fined $100 for stealing
chickens, The charge was a hard one
to prove and the county officials feel
that they have done much toward
stopping chicken stealing in the coun-
ty.

'CORNER STONE LAID.

Mason City Is Erecting High School
Building Worth $75,000.

Mason City, April 25.—(Special.)—
The corner stone of the new $75,000
high school building which is being
erected in this city was laid today. Ap-
propriate ceremonies were carried out
and the most prominent people of the

__ | eity took part.

WILL VISIT IRELAND.

King and Queen of England and Prin-
cess Victoria, Leave London,
London, April 25, — King Edward,
Queen Alexandra and Princess Viecto-
ria and their suites, started today on a
visit to Ireland.

Stallion Foxhall Is Dead,
London, April 25.—The death is an-
nounced today of the famous American
stallion Foxhall, at Lord Rosebary’s
farm.

TO END STRIKE.

Committee Fears Government
Adopt More Stringent Tactics.
B EZ DN SRR N RS R AN
Budapest, April 25, — The strike *
committee has issued a proclama- *
tion to the strikers on the state
railroads instructing them to re-
sume work immediately and so
avert further and more stringent

action by the government against

them, :
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Turkish Gendarmes Kill Secretary of
Greek Consulate at Smyrna.

Athens, April 25—An affray bhetween
Turkish gendarmes and Greeks is re-
ported from Smyrna, in which M. Dely-
annis, secretary of the Greek consul-
ate, was slightly wounded. Serious
complications may ensue, A Greek
squadron has sailed for Smyrna.

ILLINOIS CENTRAL BALKS.

Refuses To Use Union Station at Sioux
City and Will Build.

Sioux City, April 25. — (Special) —
The Illinois Central railroad refuses
to use the union terminal station in
this city any longer because of the
rental charged for the lease by the
company controlling it. Tha Central
this inorning started the construction
of a new freight depot and will build
a passenger depot later,

CUMMINS FORCES
WILL HELP FUNK

FORMER STATE SENATOR MAY
LAND CONGRESSIONAL NOM-
INATION IN ELEVENTH,.

Des Moires, April 25. — An align-
ment of the forces friendly to and
opposed to Governor Cummins may
settle the congressional contest in the
eleventh district. This culmination is
looked forward to by the Des Moines
politicians who are in close touch with
events in the big eleventh., With this
possibility is correlated the probable
alignment of the east and west side.

Should the east and west side com-
bination prevail and the west slde
swing the nomination, Roach, Hubbard
or Hogue would nrobably be the ben-
eficiary, with the chances favoring
Hubbard. Should the combjnation of
the Cummins forces enter Into the
eolving of the problem, Senator A. B.
Funk would seem to be the most prob-
able choice of the convention, which
will meet at Cherokee on May 4.

Lineun of Canaidates.

There -arp five candidates in the
eleventh who are friendly to Governor
Cumimns and there are two who are

g

DES MOINES RIVER IS ON
RISE AND RAIN CONTINUES

—

A STEADY DOWNPOUR AT DES
MOINES CAUSES MUCH
APPREHENSION.

LOW DISTRICTS
ARE OVERFLOWED

Water Backs Up Today From Waten
Company Race into Central Additions
—Ralilroads Experience Little Trous
ble Though Washouts Are Reporteds

Des Moines, April 25. — (Spe-
cial) —Both the Des Moines and -
Racoon rivers are rising here at a
surprising rate. The Des Moines
has risen six feet and is still com-
ing un. Steady rains for the past
twenty-four hours here and to the
north have swollen all the streams
and much anxiety is felt here.

Two and ninety-four hundredths
inches of rain fell between 9 o'clock
last night and 7 o'clo¢ck this morning
according to the observations at the
city weather station and although lite
tle damage resulted it caused the river
to rise rapidly and the streets were
flooded for a few hours. This is the
heaviest rainfall of the year in Ottums
wa.

At noon today the river was about
five feet higher than Saturday and
the guage at the Market street bridge
registered a trifle over ten feet. The
heaviest rise occurred last night when
the water went up about three feet and
during the morning the rise averaged
about two and a halt inches an hour, '

In Central Addition, one of the low~
est residence portions of the city,there
is reported to be considerable back-
water from the race but it is thought
that a rise of several feet will be nec-
essary to make the situation serious,
The business .men are watching the
stage of the river clos%x_{agd. are pre-
paring for an emergency. . -

Thelpeop*le of SD!Exth Ottt ™"
becoming algmak utfhe T
Richmond mmu%&l‘ﬁh’b m@ eps
on raising it is feared that it will give
way and much damage will be done to
the property of the residents. It is

impossible to get on Gladstone street’
now from Richmond avenue.

- Rallroad Washouts.

Several washouts are reported along
the railroads but none of them are se-
rious. The Rock Island had a small
washout near Des Moines and ran its
trains over the Burlington tracks to
Avon. The Burlington had a small
washout near Thayer and the Milwau-
kee one in Missouri but trafilc was not
blocked and the trains are running
close to schedule time.

Lower Than Last Year.

Last year at this time thé river was
several feet higher then at present but
thus far this year the rainfall exceeds
that during the same period last year
by 5.32 inches. It is said also that in
the northern part of the state there is
less moisture in the ground than a
year ago and there is not as much wa-
ter in the sloughs and lakes. In April
of last year the rainfali was 2:23

not. The two who are not are Former
Congressman Struble and
Hogue of Blencoe. The talk of a Cum-
mins nomination is not being made
openly, but it is whispered under cover
and the five Cummins supporters may
unite in favor of a Cummins candidate,

State politics have all along been
playing a part in the eleventh district
situation and may do 2o to an even
greater extent.

The county conventions have now
been held in all the counties of the
district, Osceola being the last one to
pull off the preliminaries. From now
on it will be a contest of the political
manipulators. The men with the post-
offices in their pockets, or any other
available form of political asset will
endeavor to do a line of trading which
may Jand the congressional plum for
one or the other.

DEPARTMENT OF

SOILS AT

STATE COLLEGE AT WORK

Ames, April 25.—The department of
soils at the Iowa State college, which
has just equipped its laboratory for re-
gearch work, has completed arrange-
ments for a series of field experiments
that will cover several years and will
be of the greatest practical value. A
plat of ground including about thirteen
acres has been set apart for this pur-
pose.

The fleld is divided off into plots of
a permanent nature, each definitely
staked off with iron stakes, which will
be permanent locations, Four plots
are set aside for tests of the ability of
grain raised on the ground to furnish
fertilizer for the soil. One plot is to
be planted to corn, one to oats, a third
to corn and the fourth to clover., The
grain from all four will be fed and will
be the sole support of certain stock,
all the manure from the four plots he-
ing used on the four plots, each be-
ing treated once each four years. This
experiment will determine the abllity
of the farmer by keeping stock enough
to use up the grain raised on the farm
to furnish sufficient fertilizer for the
farm.

Will Make Tests on Corn.

Two plots are to be planted to corn,

e Al S N R At e SRR

one plowed tofthe usual depth and the
other three inches deeper than usual.'
This test is to find the truth of:the
claim that changing the depth of plow-
ing is disastrous to the soil for that
year. Six plots are to be set apart to
determine the most profitable catch
erop to be sowed in corn fields when
the crop is laid by. Red clover, crim-
son clover, soy beans, cow peas and
vetch are the catch crops used, and
will be compared with corn checked in
without a catech crop.

Eleven plots are selected on which
corn is to be raised continuously for a
series of years. For the first year one
is to receive no fertilizer, catch crops
are to be planted in one, special form
of preparation of the soil combined
with late cultivation is to be carried
out in one, and the rest are to be treat-
ed with various fertilizers, including
different proportions of manure, bone
meal, lime, potash and the use of catch
crops. Rach year the treatment will
be shifted from one plot along the list
and the results noted. In other plots
the test of fertillzers and various
means of muintaining the fertility of
the soil will be tested, the same plot

being used for a series of years for
each method, . .. .. .- Tonw. Lon,
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inches as compared with 4:27 inches
{thus far in April of this year. The
heaviest rains of last vear, however,
icnme in May the precipitation during
that month being 7.90 inches. The
following table shows the amount of
rainfall during each month this year
and the same period of last year:

1904, 1900,
January .. ..2.05 inches .37 Inches
February. ..2.00 inches 2.6 inches
March .. ...2.15 inches 45 inches

April (to date) 4.27 inches 2.28 inches
Conditions at Des Moines,

In Des Moines Saturday there was
an unusually heavy rainfall and a
fifth of an inch of rain is reported to
have fallen in a trifle less than five
minutes, establishing a record for the
year in that city, Regarding the stage
of the river the Des Moines Register
and lLeader says:

Yesterday morning the river meas-
ured an even 5 feet on the govern-'
ment gauge on- the Locust street
bridge. A year ago, at the same time
the river was 6.3 higher.

The chances for another flood are
not necessarily increased by the rain-
fall of yesterday though the total for
the #onth thus far exceeds that of
a year ago by 2.36 inches. Thus far
during the year the rainfall exceeds
that of the same period in 1903 by
1.60 Inches. The river is lower and
there is not as much moisture in the
ground as a year ago. Less snow fell
during the winter and throughout the
northern part of the state there is
less water in the sloughs, lakes and
crecks than a year ago, At the weath-
er bureau the officials do not expect
another flood, though unexpected quan-
tities of rain during the remainder of
the month and in May might make the
situation serious again.

SOLDIERS IN WRECK.

One Man Killed When Trains Collide
In California,

TLos Angeles, Cal.,, April 25. — A
west bound specia] train carrying sev-
eral carfoads of soldiers bound for
San Francisco was wrecked at Har-
loum station on the Santa Fe railroad
yesterday evening. One soldier, James
M. Bowers, was killed and about a
dozen others injured. The wreck was
caused by the colliding of a light en«
glne, eutbound,grlth;ik(,kopm




