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CONVENTION 
TO OTTUMWA 

>HI8 CITY SECURES MEETING OF 
IOWA DEMOCRACY FROM DES 
MOINES AND COUNCIL BLUFFS 
ON ELEVENTH BALLOT. 

REED AND OTHER 

BOOSTERS ACTIVE 

UXTH DISTRICT MEMBER OF 
STATE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
AMD OTHER OTTUMWANS PULL 
TOGETHER FOR OTTUMWA. 

"Ottumwa always gets what she 
joes after. Have captured the 
Democratic state convention for 
Ottunrwa. 

"N. F. Reed and Delegation." . 

! - .  
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. Iowa Democracy, hoping to repeat 
Its success of 1S88, when the conven
tion was held in Ottumwa, which nom
inated Horace Boles, picked the win
ner of the election that year, will 
come to Ottumwa this summer and 
look forward to ratifying the selection 
Pf a ticket that will carry with the 
Bame success. This and a similar style 
of logic on the part of State Commit
teeman N. P. Reed, ably reinforced 
by the lobbying and eloquent appeals 
made by the committee from the 
Commercial association, finally 
brought the state central committee of 
Iowa Democrats to see the Vlsdom 
of making this city the convention 
home of the state Democracy for 1910. 

Assisting admirably outside of the 
committee room and in the lobby, 
while N. F, Reed was present at the 
committee session, were J. B. Sax, 
Ch ies Wellmaa, J. K. Mahon, Franli 
Nimocka, S. R. Cheadle and J. V. Cur-
ran. Mr. Sax as spokesman for the 
Commercial association's delegation, 
brought the matter of Ottumwa's 
claim to the convention before the 
committee in a manner that made that 
body sit up and take notice, and large
ly aided the other Ottumwans to mak& 
the work of Mr. Reed successful. 

The Ottumwans promised every
thing that could be desired. Conven
tion hall free of charge, hotel accom
modations, entertainment, a brass 
band and anything else which the 
Democrats want will be forthcoming, 
Bo the Ottumwans asserted. 

Three Want It. 

Three cities were in the race from 
the outset and the fight for the con-1 

vention waxed warm although no ill 
feeling was engendered by the strife. 
Three sets of determined men fought 
for as many cities and Ottumwa's 
boosters in the fight were for a great
er part of the struggle in the minor
ity. Bulldog tenacity and the deter
mination to hold on as long as a 
chance presented itself, finally reward
ed the efforts of Committeeman N. F. 
Reed and brought joy into camp Ot
tumwa. 

Council Btuffs Gives In. 

Ottunrwa was handicapped to an ex
tent through the session after the se
lection of the convention seat became 
an issue. For four ballots Ottumwa 
was the loser and was opposed by 
Clint Price of Indlanola with proxies 
of E. R. Moore and Aleck Miller which 
made three votes that wSre pledged 
to Des Moines throughout the session. 
Then, too. J. J. Hughes of Council 
Bluffs had the proxies of W. H. Beck, 
J. T. Duffy and Dr. J. R. Reynolds, all 
for Council Biuffs. This left but five 
votes for Ottumwa to get and a dead
lock was the result. It was finally de
cided that to break the deadlock some
one must relent and an adjournment 
was taken, during which Council Bluffs 
and Ottumwa got busy with the result 
that when the committee reconvened 
and took the eleventh ballot, Ottumwa 
was awarded the convention with 
eight votes against Des Moines' three. 

Wade Makes Address. 

Martin J. Wade of Iowa City, nation
al committeeman, was present and 
participated in the deliberations of 
the committee. He made a brief ad
dress at the opening of the session, 
too, in which he declared that the 
coming campaign was the most import
ant in a quarter of a century and pre
sented the greatest opportunity to the 
Democrats. The people are dissatisfied 
with the Republican administration of 
the government, he said, and with the 
manner In which that party'had dis
regarded its platform. There is a 
great revolt among the people, he 
said, and it was for the Democratic 
party to shoulder the people's burden 
and oust the Republicans. He predict
ed that the next house in congress 
will be Democratic; that there will be 
a Democratic president and that Iowa 
will send down at least four Demo
cratic representatives. 

The state committee is anxious that 
the Democratic party have a full 
ticket in the field and to see that this 

Brake man is Held; 
Threw Boy From 

T r a i n  i s  C h a r g e  
*  4 1  • • • I ' - * " * - •  
+ Laporte, Ind., Feb. 26.—Will- % 
* lam F. Hunt was arrested today * 
* at Peru on a charge of man- * 
* slaughter. It is alleged that • 
•fr while acting as brakeman on 4> 
* a Lake Shore freight train on * 
•f February 10 he threw J. L. •> 

Tarnaski of Willow River, • 
* Minn., from a train, while near <• 
* Laporte, causing his death. <fr 
<• William Kapps of Atlanta, Ga., «J> 
* was also thrown from the * 
* train and seriously injured. • 
«i» «gi 

COMPROMISE IS 
SOOTH DAKOTA 

PLATFORM OF PROGRESSIVE 
CONFERENCE EMBODIES 

DIFFERENT VIEWS. 

NELLIE TAYLOR 
ACQUITTED OE 

PRETTY OTTUMWA GIRL NOT 
ONLY FREED OF SERIOUS CRIME 
BUT SAYS SHE IS SANE AT PRES
ENT TIME. 

TAFT RAILROAD 
BILL REPORTED 

THE ADMINISTRATION MEASURE 
COMES BEFORE SENATE FOR 
ACTION BY VOTE OF SIX TO 
FOUR; CUMMINS OPPOSES. 

Huron, S. D., Feb. 25.—After a bat
tle of four hours peace settled ov^er 
the conference of the progressive 
wing of the Republican party of South 
Dakota after midnight, and R. O. Rich
ards of Huron was made chairman 
of the campaign committee for the pri
mary in June and Governor Vessey 
will be the party leader on a platform 
embodying the ideas of the leaders of 
both the Richards and Senn factions. 
The platform applauds Taft for loy
alty to the Roosevelt principles of pro
gressive Republicanism and pledges 
his administration the'Bupport of the 
progressive Republicans of South Da
kota in efforts to obtain the enact
ment of legislation embodying these 
principles. "The dominating issue in 
the coming campaign," says the plat
form, "is the wresting of control of 
national legislation from special inter
ests intrenched behind Speaker Can
non and Leader Aldrich of the senate 
and their supporters." 

It not only demand® the retirement 
of Cannon as speaker, but urges the 
electloit.of a successor to him who is 
"committed to and is a supporter of 
progressive principles." The platform 
approves the new tarjff as § fulfill
ment of the party pledges, but* recom
mends "remedying inequalities." 

RAPS CARROLL WRIGHT 

Clifford Thome Says That Rock Island 
Attorney Made Misstatement of 

Facts. 
Dee Moines Feb. 35.—Clifford Thome 

of Washington, candidate for stare 
commissioner and attorney 

for the Corn Belt Meat Producers' as
sociation, in a statement issued today 
makes a bitter attack on Carroll 
Wright, attorney for the Rock Island 
Railroad Co. Thome takes exception 
to a statement made by Wright at 
Iowa City that rates are lower now 
than they were twenty-five years ago. 
He says Wright is making an absolute 
misstatement of the fact. 

WOMAN 

HER 
IS GIVEN 

F R E E D O M  

STATE ATTEMPTED TO HAVE AC
CUSED CONFINED IN ASYLUM 
FOR CRIMINAL INSANE AT ANA-
MOSA REFORMATORY. 

SHEPPARD HONORED 

Elks Give Banquet to Well Known 
Coal Operator Who Will Locate 

In West. 
Oskaloosa, Feb. 25.—(Special.)—Os-

kaloosa Elks last night tendered a 
banquet and reception to W. C. Shep-
pard, prominent business man and coal 
operator of -this city, who leaves soon 
for his new home at Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
Mr. Sheppard is one of the best known 
coal men in the Iowa district and has 
lived in Oskaloosa a third of a cen
tury. 

DES MOINES GETS HOSPITAL. 

Ottumwa Loses Out in Securing the 
Large institution—Is After 

Convention. 
Des Moines, Feb. 25.—(Special)— 

East Des Moines will get the $100,000 
hospital to be erected by the Swedish 
Lutheran church of Iowa. This was 
decided today when the Bast. Side 
Commercial club offered a bonus of 
$10,000. Ottumwa made a bid for it. 

CHILDREN SENT HERE. 

E. C. Dorfoy of Creston Failed to Pro
vide for Them and They are 

Sent to Children's Home. 
Creston, Feb. 25.— (Special.)—The 

two children of E. C. Dorfey, twelve 
and fourteen years of ape, were sent to 
the Children's Home at Ottumwa by 
Judge Towner, because the father fail
ed to give the proper care. 

KILLED IN CHICAGO. 

Walter Meade Former Burlinoton Em
ploye at Pacific Junction 

Struck by Train. 
Pacific Junction, Feb. 25.— (Special.) 

—Walter Meade was killed in the 
Union stock yards at Chicago yester
day. It is supposed that he was struck 
by a train. He was a former employe 
of the Burlinrrton here. 

(Continued on Page 8.) 

Child Takes Strychnine 
Birmingham. Feb. 25.—(Special) — 

While Mr. and Mrs. Johnston were 
moving on Thomas Clark's place five 
miles southeast of here, their little 
child found some strychnine tablets, 
and thinking it was candy ate them, 
living just a few hours. The heart
broken parents are unable to account 
for the tragedy, as they had no knowl
edge of such tablets being in the house. 

Dr. Hall Out on $7,500 Bond. 
Kirksville, Mo., Feb. 25.—Dr. Hull, 

who was arrested in connection with 
the Vaughn poisoning case was re
leased today on $7,500 bond. ' 

D®8 Moines, Feb. 25.—(Special)— 
Not guilty" and "Not insane" was the 

•'fltdicl returaoi by the twelve jury
men in the trial of Mrs. Nellie Taylor, 
the pretty Ottumwa Kir) charged with 
the murder of her im'aat child, in the 
Polk county district court The ver
dict was reached last night by the 
jury after a couple of hours of delib
eration and was a great victory for 
the defendant. The Ottumwa woman 
was not only acquitted of the charge 
of murder, but it was found by the 
jury that she was sane at the present 
time, blocking the attempts of County 
Attorney Guthrie to have the woman 
incarcerated In the ward for the crim
inal Insane at the Anamosa reforma
tory if found not guilty of the murder 
charge. 

Instructed by Judge De Graff to re
turn one of six verdicts, the Jury re
tired at 5 o'clock last evening to de
liberate on the case. 

After deliberating for three and one-
half hours, the jury last night returned 
a verdict declaring Nellie Taylor not 
guilty of the charge of murder. - An 
agreement w^is .reacii«& at 8: 30.' 

From the time the jury left the 
court room until it reported, there was 
not a question but that the woman 
would be declared, guiltless of the 
charge preferred against her. The 
only doubt In the minds of the jury 
was whether she would be declared 
absolutely innocent of the charge or 
acquitted on the gounds of insanity. 
Two jurors held out for, the later ver
dict until the final vote. 

The verdict tie jury returned might, 
according to the instructions, have 
been any of six. Judge De Graff gave 
the twelve men their choice between 
verdicts of guilty of murder in the 
first degree with the death penalty, 
murder in the first degree with a sen
tence of life imprisonment, second de
gree murder, manslaughter, acquittal 
on the grounds of insanity or not 
guilty. 

Trial Sensational. 
The trial of Mrs. Nellie Taylor has 

occupied the attention of the Polk 
county court for four days and has at
tracted considerable attention on ac
count of the sensationalism of the 
case. The attorneys for the defense 

:BAILINGER-PINCHO T 

PROBE RESUMED 

SPECIAL AGENT JONES ON WIT
NESS STAND CHARGED GOVERN
MENT PROSECUTOR WITH BE
ING INCOMPETENT. 

(Continued on Page 5.) 

UNIONVILLE MAN 
ENDS HIS LIFE 

CHARLES HARD SHOOTS SELF 

WHILE DESPONDENT BECAUSE 

OF ILL HEALTH. 

Unionville, . Feb. 25.—(Special) — 
Charles "'Hard, aged 40, committed sui
cide by shooting himself at his home, 
three miles north of Unionviile yes
terday, Hard had been in ill health 
for some time. Before he took his life 
he gave his wife directions as to the 
disposal of their property, but she 
merely humored his whim as that of 
an ailing man rather than one plan
ning suicide. 

While Mrs. Hard was working about 
the yard he kissed his only child, a 
daughter godd-by, then went Into a 
bed room and killed himself. Hard re
cently bought the 120 acre William 
Creech farm. He was in good cir
cumstances. The funeral was held this 
afternoon, interment being madie at 
Unionville. 

EDDY IS ACQUITTED 

Man Accused of Murder of Mrs. Ross 
Guthrie at Belle Plaine Fretd of 

Charge. 
Vinton, Feb. 25.—(Special.)—The 

jury in the case -.of George Eddyjj 
charged with the murder of Mrs. 
Rose Guthrie ten years ago at Belle 
Plaine, returned a-verdict of not guil
ty at 2:30 this morning. Eddy was 
discharged from custody. The case 
against Guthrie, husband of the mur
dered woman, may be prosecuted, as 
the authorities are said to have ad
ditional evidence. < 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 25.— The 
administration railroad bill was order
ed favorably reported to the senate 
by the committee on interstate com
merce today immediately after con
sideration of the measure had been 
completed. 

The administration bill creates a 
court of commerce and amends the in
terstate commerce laws. The vote on 
the bill was six to four as follows: 

For the Administration Bill. 

Elkins—West Virginia. .. 
Cullom—Illinois. 
Aldrich—Rhode Island. 
Kean—New Jersey, 
Crane—Massachusetts. 
Nixon—Nevada. 

Against the Bill. 
Clapp—Minnesota. 
Cummins—Iowa. 
Newlands—Nevada. 
Hughes—Colorado. 
There were three absentees—Till

man, Foster and Taylor. 
The majority report will recommend 

the passage of the bill in the form 
practically as revised recently by At
torney General Wickersham. The 
minority also will make a report, but 
the features of its report are not 
stated. 

The administration's railroad bill 
was reported to the senate soon after 
the body convened today, it will be 
taken up immediately following the 
vote on the Postal Savings bank bill 
March 3. 

Ballinger-Pinchot Case Again. 

The Ballinger-Pinchot inquiry was 
resumed today. Interest centered 
about the announcement that Plncbot 
would be called as a witness. Special 
Agent Horace T. Jones, who worked 
with Glavis on the Alaska cases, was 
called to the stand while Pinchot wait
ed. His testimony was largely cor
roborative of that given by Glavis. 

Jones made a sensational attack on 
James M. Sheridan, who was sent by 
the land office to Seattle last year to 
take charge of the government's case 
in the hearings on (.he Cunningham 
claims in Alaska. Jones declared 
Sheridan was Inexperienced and in
competent. . 

Indictments  Returned 
Against Officials of the 

Nat ional  Packing Co.  
• • * 

* New York, Feb. 25.—Indictments charging conspiracy to raise the * 
• prices of food stuff against all the officials and directors of the Na- * 
+ tlonal Packing company wore presented in the supreme court in * 
• Jersey City this afternoon. 
* The plants that were under investigation are operated by the 
* National Packing company, Nelson -Morris & Co., Swift and Co. and * 
• Armour & Co. ' 4. 
* The directors of the National Packing company, according to the * 
* published records are: <f> 
«*• J. Ogden Armour, L. F. Swift, Edward Morris, E. F. Swift, Ira N. 4* 
• Morris, Arthur Meeker, Edward Tllden, T. J. Connors, L. A. Carton, * 
• Kenneth K. McLaren, T. E. Wilson, C. H." Swift, L. H. Heyman', * 
• Samuel McRoberts, F. A. Fowler, A. W. Armour. <|» 
+ This inquiry at Jersey City has been the most important one In the * 
* east since the wave of public opinion demanded legal steps looking in- * 
• to the alleged beef trust activity. 
• The great storehouses there hold the food supplies upon which the * 
• millions of New York and suburbs draw, and New York and New * 
• Jersey have been co-operating in the Investigation. A grand Jury in * 
* New York county Is to begin a similar line of inquiry within a few * 
* days. * 
• •••••• *  
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STARTS ON 

HALL-EKFELT CO. IS FIRST FIRM 
TO ERECT THREE LIGHT ELEC
TROLIERS—MORE MAIN ST. 
BU8INESS MEN TO FOLLOW. 

LITTLE CHILD 
BURNED TO DEATH 

LUCILE HARRISON, AGED FIVE OF 

MARSHALLTOWN VICTIM 

OF FIRE. 

t 

Marshalltown, Feb. 25.— (Special.)— 
Lucile Harrison, aged five, was burned 
to death at 7 o'clock last night at the 
home of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Homer Harrison, five miles south of 
this city, while playing about the 
•kitchen stove. The parents were at 
the barn doing evening chores and the 
little girl and her sister, three years 
old, were alone in the house. The 
younger girl had her hair singed. The 
little one had the presence of mind to, 
call her parents but they arrived too 
late to save the older girl's life. She 
was horribly burned. 

BURLINGTON MAN KILLED. 

Philip Thompson is Struck by Fallen 
Tree at Wapello, Which Ends 

Fatally. 
Burlington, Feb. 25.—(Special.) — 

Philip Thompson of Burlington was 
instantly killed by a falling tree at 
the farm of his father-inlaw, W. H. 
Webber, three miles east of Wapello. 
He was- thirty years of age and mana
ger of the Grand Union Tea Co., of 
Burlington. 

UNIFORM FIRE ESCAPES. 

Hotel Men Hold Conference With 
Labor Commissioner Van Dorn 

and Agree on Mfc.^er. 
Des Moines, Feb. 25.—(Special.)—As 

the result of conference between ihi 
hotel men and Labor Commission
er Van Dorn, the hotel men have 
agreed to adopt a uniform system of 
fire es<-apes throughout Iowa, 

Ottumwa's "Great White Way" Is 
here, and will be added to as fast as 
the enterprising merchants of this city 
complete arrangements with the com
pany which furnishes the necessary 
posts and lights. The Hall-Elcfelt 
company was the first Ottumwa firm 
to make the improvement by adorning 
the frpnt of its well known furniture 
establishment on West Main street, 
and W. L. Sargent and Celania Bros, 
are two other business firms who have 
already contracted for the electroliers. 
Within the next few months, every 
merchant on Main from Washington 
to Jefferson street and from Court to 
Green street, on Second are confident
ly expected to install this new system 
of lighting, and ere long Ottumwa's 
"Great White Way" will not only be a 
reality but an addition to the beauty 
of the city that cannot be overesti
mated. 

The three-light electrolier posts 
stand thirteen feet six Inches high, In
cluding the top globe, and each is fit
ted with three sixty or 100-watt Tung
sten lamps. One lamp is directly on 
top of the post, while the other two 
suspend from ornamental arms over
lapping the sidewalk and the street. 
The posts are cast Iron and painted 
black. The Ottumwa Traction and 
Light Co., which furnishes this new 
system of lighting, has made arrange
ments with their patrons to turn off 
the lights at a certain hour each even
ing, thus doing away with the neces
sity of inconvenience to the mer
chants. , 

The addition of this neyr system of 
lighting the business district gives an
other demonstration of Ottumwa's 
desire to compare favorably with the 
other larger cities Of Iowa, and when 
the Democrats of the state come here 
next June to the state convention, 
they will find that Ottumwa's "Great 
White Way" is the prettiest in the 
state. 

INJURED IN RUNAWAY. 

Clyde Baker Thrown Out of Wagon at 
Clinton and Sustain# Fracture 

of His Leg-
Clinton, Feb. 26.—(Special.)—Clyde 

Baker, track foreman of the Clinton 
Railway company while driving a 
spirited team of horses attached to a 
wagon was a victim of a runaway ac
cident yesterday afternoon, when the 
team became frightened, throwing 
Baker to ground fracturing his leg. 

Pension Increased to $24. 
Eddyvllle, Feb. 25. — (Special)— 

Hiram McKim, an old soldier, who 
has been seriously ill since returning 
from Tennessee, yesterday received 
word from Washington that his pen
sion had been increased. Mr. Mc
Kim, who formerly received $12 per 
month, wil now receive $24. 

Hogs Again Gain. 
Chicago, Feb. 25.—Another slight 

advance today marked the upward 
trend of live hogs, the animals selling 
at $9.70. Mess pork reached $23.95 aft
er an early advance of about 15 cents. 
At the close the high point was 
$23.97%. 

Bookkeeper Coleman Arrested. 
Boston, Feb. 25.—Geo. W. Coleman, 

the alleged defaulting bookkeeper of 
the wrecked National City Bank of 
Cambridge, arrived here this after
noon and was arrested b- the federal 
authorities. 

8H«rlff and Negro Both Dead. 
Memphis, Tenn.. Feb. 25.—Deputy 

Sheriff Lucy in an effort to arrest a 
negro today was shot and killed by the 
negro, who in turn was killed by- twa 
other depnty sheriffs. 

ENCOURAGED BY LET UP IN VIO
LENCE TRACTION COMPANY IN-
CREA8E8 SERVICE; STATE 
POLICE GUARD THE CARS. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 26j—The company 
this morning started Btreet cars on 
some of the lines that had been closed 
since the strike began and increased 
the number of cars already in operar 
tion. The cars were not very well 
patronized as the people still fear at
tacks may come at any moment. The 
strike: leaders have signified a will
ingness to arbitrate, but the company 
as yet has made no definite reply to 
the proposition of the clergymen in 
this direction. 

Cars Run Until Midnight. 
Surface cars were operated in tho 

principal streets of Philadelphia until 
midnight last night for the first time 
since the beginning last Saturday of 
the strike against the Philadelphia 
Rapid Transit company. Heretofore all 
cars were withdrawn at nightfall but 
last night guarded by state policemen 
the cars continued to run, even 
through the turbulent mill quarters. 

Although the Transit company re
ported that eighty-four cars had been 
stoned during the day, no disturb
ances was permitted to attain serious 
proportions. All outbreaks were quick
ly quelled and a riot call sent to head
quarters. 

During the day, 744 cars were in 
operation and sixty-six continued un
til midnight. Increased service is 
promised by the company, which an
nounces that 400 new men were hired 
today. 

Youth's Manufacture Explosive Caps. 
Only one-third as many arrests were 

made yesterday as the day before, 
when seventy-eight were arrested. 
Among the prisoners was a son of a 
constable. He is 20 years old, and con
fessed that he was a member of a 
band of youths who manufactured ex-
prosive caps and drew lots to see who 
would place them on the tracks. He 
drew the fateful straw and was ai> 
rested while placing explosives on the 
rails. 

A new method of showing antipathy 
to the Transit company was adopted 
by some boys yesterday afternoon 
when soap was used on the rails on a 
Tenth street grade. The next car that 
came along slid down the hill but 
came to a halt before crashing Into the 
preceding car. It was some time be
fore the soap was removed from the 
rails BO that cars could move safely. 

The proposed sympathetic strike 
has been deferred for the present. 

PERFECT EAR OF CORN 

RIVER MEN 
IN SESSION 

HERE TODAY 
E N T H U  8 I A 8 T J C  B O O S T E R 8  O P  

NAVIGATION ON DES MOINES 
DEVISING WAYS OF AIDING GOV« 
ERNMENT TO IMPROVE. STREAM 

E. J .  MOORE MADE 

PRESIDING OFFICER 

REPRESENTATIVE FROM WAP-
ELLO COUNTY IS PRE8IDING AT 
DELIBERATIONS OF CITIZENS 
FROM TWENTY LIVE TOWN8, 

Michigan Man Scores Ninety-seven 
Points, According to Prof. 

Taft. 

Kalamazoo, Mich., Feb. 25.— Ac
cording to the decision of L. R. Taft 
of the Michigan Agricultural college, 
William Strong of this county has 
raised the most perfect ear of corn 
ever grown, the ear scoring ninety-
seven points. The highest score pre
viously recorded was that made at 
the Omaha corn show two years ago, 
when an ear of corn grown by a west 
era farmer scored ninety-fbur. 

FIGHT MAN'8 PARDON. 

Carl Tigdernalga in Prison fon-Embez
zlement Asks for His 

Liberty. 

Des Moines, Feb. 25.—(Special.)— 
A bitter fight waged today before Gov
ernor Carroll to secure a pardon for 
Carl Tigdernalga accused and convlct-
cd of embezzlement. County Attorney 
Hadley of Story county, Is. restating 
the pardon. 

Nearly a hundred live enthusiasts 
of navigation on the Des Moines river 
are assembled at the rooms of the Ot
tumwa Commercial association thU 
afternoon and are taking an active in
terest in the monster waterways con
vention. The meeting was called to or
der at 1 o'clock by Joseph Dain, chair
man of the waterways committee of 
the association, and E. J. Moore of El-
don, representative from Wapello 
county in the Btate legislature, was 
made temporary chairman. Gels Bots-
ford, secretary of the Des Moines Com
mercial association, is serving as tem
porary secretary. The delegates from 
twenty towns along the shores of the 
river are bubbling over with enthusi- ' 
asm for the improvement of the river, 
and the chief characteristic of the i 
gathering is tho desire to Bpend time, 
energy and money in aiding the gov- i 
ernment to improve the stream with y 
the ultimate end in view of making It 
navigable for freight and passenger 
traffic. The permanent organization ot I 
the Des Moines River Improvement as- i 
sociation will be perfected at the meet-
ing this afternoon, 

Moore Opene Session; -^' 
In his preliminary remarks to the 

convention, Temporary Chairman E. I 
J. Moore said: 
Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of tha ' 

Waterway Convention; :j 
This convention should be a sourcf : 

of great satisfaction to tho pioneers oi 
waterway improvement, marking as it i 
does another step toward the realize > 
tion of their hopes for the utilization jj 
of one of nature's greatest gifts to tha J 
people of Iowa, the Des Moines river, 
Thope who by their persistent efforts • 
are responsible for what has already I 
been accomplished are deserving of • 
the greatest praise and, should theii ! 
plans be realized, they will be entitled ^ 
to a place on history's page. 

I do not claim to be a pioneer, but \ 
rather a convert and my conversion 
dates back to the last session of tha -
legislature when 1 had the honor ta S 
represent this (Wapello) county in \ 
the general assembly. \ 

I had lived on the banks of the Des f" 
Moines all my life but it never occur
red to me that there might be a possi- i 
billty of making it navigable. And it i 
was only by the urging and the infor
mation given me by my friends, E. H. ) 
Thomas of Ottumwa, and Mr. Miller 
ot Des Moines, that I was induced to 
Investigate the subject. ) 

When I found what was being done 
in other states, as for instance, that 
the state of Illinois had appropriated 3 
$20,000,000 bonds for the improve- ; 
ment of the Illinois river and that the ( 
state of New York was paying $20,000 ? 
a year to a commission to survey their 
rivers, then I decided that it waa 
time for Iowa to wake up, and I tried | 
to get a liberal appropriation to make > 
the survey which the federal govern? I 
ment is now about to make. 

The legislature waa perfectly will
ing to appoint the commission but 
they appropriated but very little ; 
money. The reason lay in tho fart 
that the average member waa unin
formed and sceptical of the project. 
The "water wagon" subject was mora 
familiar to most of them than the 
"water way" subject. 

0ne of' thp good results which I 
foresee from this meeting will be tha 
arousing of public interest and tha 
active co-operation of the various 
legislators from the various counties 
interested in the next general as
sembly. By their combined efforts we 
will be able to get through necessary 
legislation. 

Just because the government is go
ing to make the river navigable does 
not mean that there will be nothing 
for the state to do. There will be 
a part for the state and also a part 
for the municipalities to look after. 

With the building of dams will 
come the question of water power and 
its development and sale. This should' 
be looked after by the state. And it 
will be necessary for the cities and 
towns to provide suitable wharfac® 
and facilities for the handling of 
freight. Therefore see to it that your 
representatives in the next legis
lature read up a little on the subject 
of water and Its uses. 

I have always laid 'special stress 
upon the subject of water power, be
cause I am convinced that through 
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