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j THE RIVER CONVENTION. 
Tne &c't~ that one hundred citizens 

from more tban twenty cities anci 
towng along the Des Moines river 
come bo Ottumwa at their own expense 

I to attend the convention which result
ed in the organization of the Des 
Moines VaHey Improvement associa
tion is the most substantial evidence 
possible that the people of the vaUey 
are vitally interested tn the improve
ment of the river. 

' That a great impetus will he given 
| to the river improvement work as a 
result of yesterday's convention can
not be doubted. In addition to tne 
president, secretary and treasurer, 
who will devote their best efforts to 
furthering the cause, vice presidents 
were named from twenty-two of the 
cities' and towns represented. Tni3 
brings ' the entire Des Moines valley 

I together in an organization pledged to 
! give the .'most enthusiastic support to 
the work began by the government. 

IOWA AND CALIFORNIA: ' 
In the February number of Wealth, 

the monthly publication of the Greater 
Des Moines committee, a little sermon 
is preached on the things that con
fident optimism will do for a city or a 
state, and the injury that self-satisfied 
complacency will do. Just for the 

.purpose of comparison, Wealth shows 
;what southern California has accom-
fpHshed in the the way of telling the 
world of its advantages, and what Iowa 
has failed to accomplish. 

F6r instanoe, says Wealth, southern 
California produced fruits and raisins 

• in 1909 valued at $1,600,000. This, It 
iadmtts, sounds big until you put it be
side something that happened in Iowa. 
"The industrious IoWa hen," Wealth 
asserts, "could have converted the egg 
cpop of the state into money and 
bought the dried fruit and raisins or 
southern California eight times. The 
Iowa hen, it is further declared, 
could have bought the dried fruit and 
raisins with her flpst million and a 
half, picked up,the whole southern Cal
ifornia crop of grapes and wines with 
her next million and a quarter, pur
chased the entire lemon crop with the 
following five minion, taken a $750,000 
bath in the olive oil- products of the 
vear and then could purchase with tne 
remainder of her "egg money" afl the 
grain grown by southern California 
during the season. 

Wealth gives this paragraph to 
California: 

The big crop of California is tne 
orange crop. Practically all of it 
comes from the southern part. Its 
value last year was placed at $26,000,-
000 ' The corn crop of the eighteen 
counties in the Des Moines river valley 
would have bought the whole orange 
crop. 
.; And this to Iowa: 

If one ~were to pile the oranges, and 
lemons,, the grapes and raisins and 
nuts, the olives and wines and veg
etables? the hay and the grains ot 
southern California together they 
would serve to buy about a ane-tnira 
interest in Iowa's corn crop for a 
bad year. 

Yet Iowa reads of the wonders ol 
southern California and marvels, while 
here at home there is far greater ma
terial wealth than California can ever 
hope for. The reason for this is that 
the middle west and the east have had 
the attractions of California dinned in
to their ears until they have entirely 
overlooked the fact that the wealth of 
ijowa and Illinois and the other lead
ing agricultural states far exceeds 
that of the great southwest. 

Southern California has just taken 
advantage of its opportunities, that is 
all. What # lacked in natural ad
vantages it made up in printer's ink 

!and the illustrator^ art. Iowa, with 
| untold natural advantages and amaz-
ling wealth has been so satisfied with 
itself that it has not made the most 
of its advantages. 

* THE FIRST WATERWAY CON-
! VENTION. 

Ottumwa is proud of the honor it has 
today of entertaining river improve
ment boosters of the Des Moines val
ley, gathered for the first waterway 
convention ever held in Iowa. The 
object of this convention is to unite 
the river improvement boosters of the 
entire section between Keokuk and 
Des Moinep into an aggressive organi
zation, which will go far to convince 
ithe government engineers that, they 
will be given the heartiest co-opera
tion in their improvement plans. 

The men in the city today from the 
cities and towns in the Des Moines val
ley are the pioneers in the river im
provement campaign. They have 
been fighting for years for an improve
ment that many considered as vision
ary. And they have won out. Incred 
ulity has given way to enthusiasm for 
Ithe river navigation plans and the cit
izens ' of the counties bordering the 
ijjes Moines river are united in their 
support of the movement. 

'There has been much of discourage
ment in the campaign as Ottumwans 
who have been foremost in the river 
improvement plans have discovered. 
The state at large did not seem to 
Bhow a disposition to give the Des 
Moines credit for being much of a 
river. When government engineers 
ipartp a preliminary survey and proved 

that the stream was navigable by the man who knows how. to direot the 
navigating it from Des Moines to Keo- detail of his business. He may not 
kuk, the state sat up and took notice, be able to make a public speech, but 
When these engineers reported to the he may be Just the man to tell you 
government's army engineering board what yx>u want to know. Remember, 
in favor of improving the stream $ije foundation of a business is the sys 
with a view to making it navigable to tematio performance of its detail 
steamboat traffc and when an appro- work. When you want advice on busl-
priation was secured for a oomplete ness matters, go to a successful busl' 
survey of the stream as a preliminary ness man. 
step to its Improvement, the oritics of 
river improvement began to change "The country," sayH Professor 
their mind. . Charles Zueblln, a former University 

The river boosters feel that their of Chicago professor, who is much giv-
success has repaid.them for their die- en to silly speeches, "has two great at-
oouragements of the past, and they are factions, Its abundance of natural re-
meeting here today to plan ways and souroes and the spontaneous spring 
means to give their warmest support ing forth from the brain of Alexander 
to the government engineers in this Hamilton of a constitution now nearly 
work that means so much for the Des 
Moines vaHey and for Iowa. 

OTTU-MWA'S CONVENTIONS. 
Ottumwa has taken rank as one of 

the foremost convention citieB in the 
state. The boosters of the other lead
ing Iowa cities have learned that they 
have a worthy opponent when Ottum
wa sees something it wants and starts 
after it. Ottumwa entered the fight 
for the Democratic state convention 
after several other ycitles were in tho 
field. But Ottumwa got it. Thanks to 
the energetic efforts of N. F. Reed, the 
sixth distriot member of the Demo-
catic state central committee, and 
several enthusiastic boosters, who ne 

The mines in this locality are run
ning full time. 

several esiuumuuu ~~ Rogers spent the week in Des 
elected their personal business to go Moines looking up a location. 
to Des Moines and fight Ottumwa's otto Drake of Ottumwa secured 
battle, this city won the honor away work here this week. 
from its rivals and will entertain up 
wards of a thousand Democrats this 
summer in state convention. The new 
ttumwa spirit cannot be downed. The 
booster campaign which resulted in in
creasing the membership of the Com
mercial association from less than 100 
to upwards of 600 has recruited the 
strength of the live wires to a point 
where they have become an army of 
boosters, pulling together for Ottumwa 
and out 'after everything. 

In securing the Democratic state 
convention in addition to the other 
meetings already secured for Ottum
wa this year, the boosters have won 
a distinct victory. There will be no 
disposition shown to rest on their 
oars, however, as there are other con
ventions they are working for. The 
1911 meeting of the Iowa Hotel Men s 
association and the 1911 Iowa State 
Drainage association have been in
vited to Ottumwa, and all pressure is 
now being brought to bear on the 
executive committees of these organi
zations bv the men presenting Ottum
wa's claims. The Republican state 
convention has been Invited to Ottum
wa and the next conference of the 
Swedish Lutherans of Iowa. 

The efforts of,the boosters will not 
be confined alone to bringing these 
conventions t<? Ottumwa, but to asaur-

(•* -tor) '01 aS'Bci uo panunuoo) 
ing entertainment for this city3 

guests. An example of how well Ot
tumwa can treat its guests will be af
forded during the Democratic conven
tion this summer. Ottumwa people 
will extend their warmest welcome to 
the Democracy of Iowa. There will be 
no politics while the delegates are 
with us. We will all be Democrats un
til we have laid down our duty as 
hosts, and In this case it will be less 
of a duty than a pleasure to extend tn® 
glad hand and properly welcome the 
delegates and visitors to the Demo
cratic state convention. 

A TYWCAL IOWA EXPERIENCE. 
The Cedar Rapids Gazette in an ed

itorial deprecating the habit to which 
I6wans easily seem to fall victims, or 
overlooking the gTeat opportunities at 
home when attracted by advertise
ments detailing the wonderful riches 
to be gained through investments in 
more or less remote sections, cites an 
example of the value of Iowa soil, Iowa 
climate and Iowa's all-around advan
tages. The Gazette says: 

is a typical example of the 

and use the statements not only to 
keep their own people at home, but to 
encourage immigration from the east 
and from some of the countries of 
Europe, they are missing a great op
portunity. ' 

The resident of Iowa, says the Ga-

a century out of date, which Ameri
cans will not revise." Few of us will 
look upon our abundance of natural re
sources as an affliction, and the Unit
ed States constitution suits the most 
of us, too. There are many of us 
who will believe that-a greater afflic
tion than either of the two mentioned 
comes from having ta listen to tho 
public speakers of the Zueblin type. 
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OLIVET. 

KING •> 

(CHAPTER IV—Continued.) 
The ' youngster looked cautiously 

abofit. "Say. do you ever go fishing?' 
lie demanded eagerly. 

"Occasionally." 
"You wont give ine nway. will you?" 

with a warning frown. "Don't you 
tell Jacob Fraasch. He's the stewnrd. 
1—I know a fine place to fish." 

The prince led the way up the bank, 
followed by the amused American, 
who stooped so admirably that the boy, 
looking back, whispered that It was 
"Just fine." At the top of the knoll 
the prince turned into a little shrub 
lined path leading down to the banks 
of the pool almost directly below the 
rocky face of the grotto. 

The prince scurried behind a bi 
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"i am." 

ln~ the afternoon refreshments were 
served consisting of coffee, fruit, cake. 

Rev. Hendy Carlyle of Bussey is en
gaged in holding'a protracted meeting 
in the M. P. church this week. The 
attendance is large at each meeting. 

Mrs. Mary Derus of Pella visited at 
the home of her parents this wt^ek, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Billings. 

J. Li. Thompson spent Saturday in 
Harvey with his son Alph Thompson. 

A. W. Fairchild spent Sunday at his 
home in Douds. 

Homer Wilkins of Des Moines was a 
pleasant caller in town on Saturday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Vanhoulen of 
Bussey spent Thursdav of last week at 
the J.'L. Thompson home; 

George Clark of Tacoma, Washing
ton Is visiting his mother. Mrs. Elmer 
Clark south of town this week. 

Mrs. W. B. Rogers spent Monday in 
Oskaloopa shopping. 

J. J. Top and family spent Sunday 
with the John Nossman family wc~*. of 
town. 

CHARITON. 

Horc 1b a r . _ 

mSe Sê eTwl'comTuXTho Re 
is at all industrious and possessed of J{e{ Corpg held a socjai meeting Tues-
ordinar-y managerial ability: Dysart is ^ afternoon at the home of Mrs. G. 
a town in Tama county, in the center j stewart. Light refreshments were 
of a rural population which is repre- served and1'a Washington program 
sentative of the whole state. The was rendered, which was highly enter-

Sr luindred^^'othe^l^va^to^s^ JhS? w^h 
so that what is true of the business ^ ^ mother, who remains seriously ill. 
done there may be considered true of ji,s> Patrick Grogan of Hlteman, 
many other localities. It is said that vislted in this city Tuesday, the guest 
there were paid to the farmers of 
Dysart and vicinity last year more 
than one million dollars in cash. The 
estimate runs over eleven hundred 
thousand, and it is accurate because 
it is -made up from the books of those juss May uarpemer, w«u m si 
who have bought the farmers' produce Jng school' at Drake University in 
and live stock. Des Moines returned t* her studies 

If the people of Dysart do not use Tuesday after a few days visit at ne: 
these figures as a basis for advertis- heme here. 
ing matter boosting that town and the 
surrounding country then they are not ^ 
as wide'awake as the people who are + ALBIA. 
boosting scores of new town sites in 
the far west, the northwest and south
west. And if scores of other Iowa ^ motion to set aside a decree in th* 
cities and towns do not take note of cafie of the charlton Loan and Invest-
the value of ttvelr products and make men o. Vs. E. E. Dent, et al., was ar-
un statements, telling the exact truth gued Tuesday in the district court but 

< . . Afflltf IA n On toirtn W P H rftHftnCQ. 

The Ladies' Aid society met at the ~ 
J. L. Billings home on Thursday. Dur--! rock aud reappeared at once with a 

- willow branch from the end of which 
dangled n piece of thread. A bent pin 
occupied the chief end In view. He 
Unceremoniously shoved the branch 
into the hands of his confederate and 
tbeu produced from one of his pockets 
a silver cigarette box, wiiicli he gin
gerly opened to reveal to the gaze a 
conglomerate mass of angleworms and 
grubs. 

"A fellow gets awful dirty digging 
for worms, doesn't he?" he pronounced. 

The prince took the branch and gin
gerly dropped the hook into the danc
ing pool. In less time than it requires 
to tell it he had a nibble, a bite and 
a catch. There never was a boy so ex
cited as he when a scarlet nibbler flew 
into the shrubbery above. 

On the opposite bank of the pool 
suddenly appeared two rigid members 
of the royal guard, intently watching 
the fishers. King was somewhat dis-
turbed by the fact that their rifles 
were In a position to be used at an in
stant's notice. He felt himself turning 
pale as he thought of what might 
have happened if he had taken to 
flight « 

A young lady In a rajah silk gown, a 
flimsy panama hat tilted well over her 
nose, with a red feather that, stood 
erect as if always in a state of sur
prise, turned the bushes and came to a 
stop almost at King's elbow. He had 
time to note in his confusion that she 
was about shoulder high alongside him 
and that she was staring up Into his 
face with amazed gray eyes. After
ward he was to realize that she was 
amazingly pretty; that her teeth were 
very white and even; that her eyes 
were the most beautiful and expressive 
he had ever seen, that she was slender 
and Imperious and that there were 
dimples in her cheeks so fasclnatlng 
that be could not gather sufficient 
strength of purpose to withdraw his 
gaze from them. Of course he did not 
see them at the outset She was not 
smiling, so how could he? 

The prince came to the rescue. "This 
Is my Aunt Loralne, Mr.—Mr."— He 
swallowed hard and looked helpless. 

"King," supplied Truxton—"Truxton 
King, your highness." Then, with all 
the courage he could produce, he said 
to the beautiful lady: "I'm as guilty as 
he. See!" He pointed ruefully to four 

Miss Daisy Yost entertained a num
ber of friends Tuesday evening, com
plimentary to the Misses Edtih Ens-
ley and Olive James, who leave Char
iton soon, the former for her claim in 
Wyoming, and the latter to accept a 
position in North Dakota. Delicious 
refreshments wer% served and games 
and music made up a most enjoyable 
evesing*. 

Mayor Geo. Carpenter, A. B. Gookin, 
G. G. Fancher, E. S. Wells, G. W. Lar-
imer and N. G. Lutz were in Albia 
Tuesday attending court 

Elaborate and interesting programs 
were rendered by the different grades 
in the Charlton schools Tuesday, in 
honor of Washington's birthday. ^ 

Mrs. Virgil Foote, of English toVn-
ship, died at her home Tuesday after 
as illness of several weeks. She is sur
vived by her husband and five chil
dren. „ „ 

Mrs. Brooks Henry of near Belinda, 
left Tuesday for a visit in Carson 
with her husband's parents. 

Mrs. Nettle Jones of Rockford, 
came Tuesday for a visit with her sis
ter-in-law. Mrs. J. U. Gitzy. 

J. C. Copeland and J. S. Miller are 
spendin- a few days in Des Moines 
transacting business. 

Miss Lizzie Conger of Cainsville, Mo. 
returned home Tuesday after a two 
weeks' visit with her sister Mrs. Fred 
Roberts. ^ ^ „ 

Rev. Webster Hakes went to Gardon 
Grove Tuesday on a short business 

tr<3eo. Collinson, who is attending 
school at Drake university in Des 
Moines, visited in Chariton a few days 
this week with his brother County At-

of Mrs. W. E. Hanks. 
Mr. and Mrs. Claude Linfor, of 

Valley Junction are visiting in this 
city with the latter's parents Mr. and 
Mrs. Gus Thompson and other rela
tives and old friends. 

Miss May Carpenter, who is attend 

no decision was reached. 
Two coupler from Eddyville were 

granted licenses to wed Tuesday by 
the clerk of the court. They were Wm. 
Gordon. 25. and Blance Emanuel, 20, 
arid Arthur Vanderpol, 26 and Ethel 
Chapman. 20. ' 

Funeral services for Mrs. Josepn I ne I'VSlUCUl VI AVIVTO* oajo Vic* ruucto.1 ow* ----- - - - . 
aette, does not need to apologize to ,Robb were held at the First Methodist 
the citizen of any other state, although 
sometimes he ought to apologize to 
himself for his failure to appreciate 
the opportunities which lie at his very 
door.' 

The county surveyor of Crawford 
county in western Iowa, has reported 
favorably on a proposition to straighten 
the channel of the Boyer river where 
It runs through that county and the 
board of supervisors has set a date for 
the hearing of objections to the work. 
It is proposed to dig a new channel 
for the river, entirely away from the 
old channel for a distance of eleven 
miles. The cost it is estimated will be 
$100,000. Harrison county, bordering 
Crawford on the south, is expected to 
continue the new channel through that 
county. Western Iowa is setting a 
good example for the state by the man
ner in which it is taking hold of its 
problems and finding solutions for 
them. 

In looking around for some person 
from whom to seek advice, do not pass 

church Wednesday afternoon at 2 
o'clock. Rev. D. R. Martin conducted 
the funeral services. Mrs. Robb died 
Tuesday at noon. 

Miss Emma Strasburger returned 
this week from a visit in Chicago. 

Mrs. John Jones of Ft. Madison Is a 
guest at the home of her sister, Mrs. 
J W. Harlow and family. 

Washington's birthday was appro
priately celebrated by the Albia nub
ile schools Tuesday. According to a 
long established custom the local G. A. 
R. post visited the high school and also 
a few of the lower grades. 

The county superintendent. Miss 
Harlow, made the rounds of the 
Franklin township schools Tuesday. 
41 »o-e • » • > • »•»> + 

Cowan 

LIBERTYVILLE 
+ 

Mr. and Mrs. James 
Fairfield callers Tuesday. 

Mrs. Malon Williams left Tuesday 
for Mt. Pleasant for a visit with her 
brother. 

Charlie Grimes was a business caller 
in Floris Wednesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Acton of Eldon 
spent Tuesday with their daughter 
and family, Mr. and Mrs, 
Porter of Libertyvill*. .:• •; 
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"don't tou know ant better than to 
COMB IN HBBB?" 

goldfish which he had strung upon 
wire grass and dropped into the edge 
of the pool. 

"Please put those poor little things 
back in the pool, Mr. King." said the 
lady in perfect Englls.h. 

"Gladly, with the prince's permis
sion," said King, also in English. The 
prince looked glum, but Interposed no 
Imperial objection. 

It must be confessed that King's 
composure was sorely disturbed. He 
glanced up to find her studying him, 
plainly perplexed. 

"I just wandered in here," he began 
me guiltily. "The prince captured 

down there by the big tree." 
"Did yon say your name Is Truxton 

King?" she asked somewhat skeptical-
ly. 

"Yes, your—yes, ma'am,*!, he, replied,' 
"of New York." ' •'.v#wv > 

"Your father is Mr. Emerson King? 
Are you the brother of Adele King?" 

JanvQjJ eheaske^. 

,tH.' /J**1)/, • 'A * . I A ' tilij's 

Si ^"^31 

X V* 
h-

"I've heard her speak of her brother 
Truxton. Sbe said you were in South 
America." 

She was regarding him with cool, 
speculative interest. wonder if you 
are he?" 

"I think 1 am," he said, but doubt
fully. "Please pardon my amazement 
Perhaps I'm dreaming. At any rate, 
I'm dazed." 

"We were in the convent together for 
£»eo years. Now that I observe you 
closely you do resemble her. We were 
very good frieucfs, she and I." 

"Then you'll intercede for me?" he 
urged, with a farvent glance in the 
direction of the wall. 

She si'iled joyously. * 
"More than that." she said, "1 shall 

•ssist you to escape. Come!" 
He followed her through the shrub

bery, his heart pounding violently. 
"Say!" whispered the prince a few 

moment later, dropping back as if to 
Impart a grave secret "See that man 
over there by the fountain, Mr. King? 

"Bobby!" cried the lady sharply, 
"Goodby. Mr. King. Remember me tf 
your sister when you write. She"— 

"That's Aunt Loraine's beau," an
nounced the prince. "That's Count 
Eric Vos Engo." Truxton's look turned 
to one of interest at once. The man 

designated was a 
slight, swarthy 
fellow in the unl-

.—w-j. fornj of a colonel. 
'ifvt He did not appear 
yi to be particularly 
/-*s\WTr i happy at the mo

ment 
The American ob

served the. lady's 
dainty ears. They 
had turned a deli
cate pink. 

" M a y  I f t a s k  
w h o " —  b e g a n  
Truxton timidly. 

"She will know 
if you merely call 
me Loralne." 

T h e y  p a r t e d  
company at onCe, 

"she will know ir the prince and the 
you merely calx. ia()y jn the rajah 
1IE I.ORAINE. #llk towwrd 

the castle. King'toward the gates, 
somewhat dazed and by no means sure 
of his senses. 

CHAPTER V. 
• THE COMMITTEE OF TEN. 

IT has been said before that Trux
ton King was the unsuspecting 
object of interest to two sets of 
watchers. The fact that he was 

under the surveillance of the govern
ment police is not surprising when we 
consider the evident thoroughness of 
that department, but that he should 
be continually watched by persons of 
a more sinister cast suggests a mys
tery which can be cleared up by vis
iting a certain underground room'un-
lcnown to the police scarce two blocks 
from the Tower of Graustark. 

There • were two ways of reaching 
this wlndowlese room, with its low 
ceilings and dank airs. If one had 
the secret In his possession he could 
go down through the mysterious trap
door In the workshop of William 
Spantz, armorer to the crown, or he 
might come up through a hidden aper
ture in the walls of the great govern
ment sewer which ran directly paral
lel with and far below the walls of 
the quaint old building. One could 
take his choice of direction in ap
proaching this hole in the huge sewer 
—he could come up from the river, 
half a mile away, or he could come 
down from the hills above If he had 
the courage to drop through one of 
the Intakes. 
It is of special significance that the 

trapdoor in Spantz's workshop was 
reserved for qse by the armorer and 
his more fastidious comrades, of whom 
three were women and one an estab
lished functionary in the royal house
hold. 

The committee of ten represented 
the brains and the activity of a rabid 
coterie in Edelweiss, among them
selves styled the Party of Equals. In 
plain language, they were "reds." 

The nominal leader was William 
Spantz, he who had a. son la the 
prince's household, Julius Spantz, the 
master of arms. Far off In the hills 
above the Danube there lived the real 
leader of this deadly group—the Iron 
Count Marlanx, exile from the land of 
bis birth, hated and execrated by ev
ery loyal Graustarbjan, bating and 
execrating In return with a tenfold 
greater venom. • ., 

Olga Platanova 'was the latest ac
quisition to this select circle. A word 
concerning her: She was the daugh
ter of Professor Platanova, on® time 
oculist and sociologist in a large Ger
man university. He had been one of 
the most brilliant men In Europe and 

noble family. Less 

conspiracy against the empire 
His daughter, Olga. was recognised 

as one of the most beautiful and cul
tured young women In Warsaw. Her 
suitors seemed to be without number. 
Finally there came one who conquered 
and was beloved. He was the son of 
a mighty duke, a prince of the blood. 

marry her despite all opposition; ne 
was ready to give up his noble Inherit
ance for the sake of love. The all 
jiowerful ruler of an empire learned 
of this proposed mesalliance and was 
horrified. The will of the crown was 
made kno6n to him and—he obeyed. 
6lga Platanova wa? cast aside, but not 
forgotten. He became the husband of 
an unloved, scrawny lady of diadems. 
When the situation beame more than 
he could bear he .blew out his brains. 

When Olga heard the news of his 
death she was not stricken by grief. 
She cried out her joy to a now cloud
less sky, for he had justified the great 
love that had been theirs and would 
be theirs to the end of time. 

From a passive believer In the doc
trines of her father and his circle sbe 
became at once their most Impassioned 
exponent She threw herself heart 
and soul Into* the deliberations and 
transactions of the great red circle; 
her father understood and yet was 
amased. 
. Then he was put to death by the 
class she had come to hate—ooe more 
stone In the sepulcher of her tender, 
girlish Ideals. When the time came 
she traveled to Graustark la response 
to the call of the committee of ten; she 
came prepared to kill the creature she 
would be asked to kill. And yet down 
in her heart she was sore afraid. 

She was there not to kill a man 
grown old In wrongs to her people, but 
to destroy the life of a gentle, inno
cent boy of seven! 

There were times when her heart 
shrank from the unholy deed she had 
been selected to perforin. But there 
was never a thought of receding from 
the bloodly task set down for her. 
• On « Saturday night, following the 
last visit of Truxton King to the 
armorer, the committee of ten met Jn 
the underground room to hear the latr 
est word from one who could not be 
*ith them In person, but was always 
there In spirit. If they were to believe 
his most saalous utterances. The Iron 
Count Marlanx, professed hater of all 
that was rich and noble, was the 
power behind the committee of ten. 
The assassination of the little prince 
and the overthrow of the royal fam
ily awaited his pleasure. He was the 
man who would give the word. 

; Alas for the committee of ten! The 
wiliest fox in the history of the world 
was never so wily as the Iron Count 
Borne day they were to find out that 
he was using them to pull his choicest 
chestnuts from the fire. 

The committee was seated around 
the long table In the stifling, breath* 
less room, the armorer at the bead. 
Those who came by way of the sewer 
had performed ablutions In the queer 
tbllet room that once had been a secret 
vault for the storing of feudal plun
der. What air there was came from 
the narrow ventilator that burrowed 
Its way up to the shop of William 
Spantz or through the chimney hole 
lh the celling. Olga Platanova sat far 
down the side, a moody, inscrutable 
expression in her $ark eyes. At 
Sp&ntz's right lounged Peter Brutus, 
a lawyer, formerly secretary to the 
Iron Count and now his sole represent
ative among these people. He was a 
dark faced, snaky eyed young man, 
with a mop of coarse black hair that 
Uung ominously low over his high, re
ceding forehead. . 

Julius Spantz, the armorer's son, a 
placid young man of goodly phyB^al 
proportions, sat next to Brutus, while 
down the table ranged others deep in 
the consideration of the world's grav
est problems. One of the women was 
ltkme. Drovnask, whose husband had 
tie en sent to Siberia for life, and the 
other Anna Cromer, a rabid red lec
turer, who had been driven from the 
United States, together with her amia
ble husband, an assassin of some dis
tinction and many aliases, at present 
foreman In charge of one of the bridge 
building crews on the new railroad. 

Every man in the party, and there 
were eight, for Olga was not a mem
ber of the "ten," wore over the lower 
part of his face a false black beard of 
huge dimensions—not that they were 
averse to recognition among them
selves, but In the fear that by some 
hpok or crook Dangloss or his agents 
might be able to look in upon them. 

Brutus was speaking. "The man Is 
a spy. He has been brought here 
from America to Tullls." ' 

"We shall continue to watch his 
every movement," said William Spantz. 
"Time will tell. When we are posi
tive that he Is a detective and that 
be is daogerous there Is a way to stop 
his operations." 

"Dangloss suspects more than one of 
us," ventured Brutus, bis gaze travel
ing toward Olga. There was lewd ad
miration tn that steady glance, "But 
we'll fool the old fox. The time will 
soon be here for the blow that frees 
Graustark from the yoke." 

It appeared in the course of bis re
marks that Marlanx had friends and 

leaders wno cocro sway them m an; 
movement provided it was against la* 
and order. 

With a owning that commands ad 
miration, the Iron Count deliberate!] 
sanctioned the assassination of the life 
the prince of the rods, knowing thai 
the condemnation of tta world wouU 
fall upon them Instead of upon him 
and that his own actions following the 
regicide would at once stamp him as 
Irrevocably opposed to-anarchy and all 
of its practices! 

In the course of his remarks Petei 
Brutus touched baetfly upon the sub* 
ject of the little prince. 

"He's not very big," said he, with a 
huigh, "and tt won't require a very 
big bomb to blow htm t® smithereens. 
He wlir-

"Stopr criedt-Olga Ptatanova, spring* 
ing to her feet "I cannot listen to 
you! Yon shall not speak of It In that 
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"STOP!" ORIS!) OXtOA. PLATANOVA. "TO* 
BHAXtli NOT SPEAK or IT IN THAT WAT I" '• C | «»A b 

way! Peter Brutus, you are not to 1 

speak of—of what I am to do! Nevet : 
—never again." * j 

She shuddered violently as she stood < 
there before them, her eyes closed as i 
If to shut out the horrible picture her -
Wind was painting. ; 

"She win bungle It,* sneered Anna 
Cromer. I 

Olga's lids were lifted. Her dark 
eyes looked straight Into those of the 
older woman. 

"No," she said quietly, her body r«-, 
laxing, "I shall not bungle It" 

The discussion went back to Truxton : 
King. "Isnt it possible that he is 
merely attracted by the beauty of our 
charming young friend here?" ven
tured Mme. Drovnask. 

"It Is part of his game," said Julius 
Spantz. "He knows Olga's past He 
is waiting for a chance to cateh her 
off her guard. He may even go so fu 
as to make pretty love to you, cousin, 
in the hope that— No offense, my dear, 
no offense!"' Her look had silenced him. 

"Mr. King Is not a spy," she said 
steadily. " 

"Well," said William Spantz, "w« 
'are safe if we take no chances with 
him. He must be watched all the 
t i m e .  I f  w e  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  b e  i s  w b n t  
some of us think he Is there Is a way 
to end his usefulness. Now, Brutus, 
what does Count Marlanx say to this 
day twb weeks? Will he be ready? 
On that day the prince add the court 
are to witness the unveiling of the Ye-
tive memorial statue In the plaza. It 
is a full holiday in Graustark. No 
man will be employed at his usual .. 
tatfk, and"— ] 

Brutus interrupted him. "That 1* 
the very day that tbe count has asked 
me to submit to tbe committee. He 
believes it to be the day of all days. 
Nothing should go amiss. We con
quer with a single blow. By noon V 
that day, the 26th of July, tbe commit' 
tee of ten will be in control of the 
state; tbe new regime will' be at hand. 
A new world will be begun, with Edel
weiss as the center, about which oil 
the rest shall revolve., We, the con* 
mlttee of ten, will be Its true found* 
ers. We shall be glorified forever. Th* 
death of tbe prince is the signal tor 
the overthrow of the present govern
ment and the establishment of the new 
order of equal humanity." 

Up in the distant hills slept the Iron 
Count, dreaming of the day when h< 
should rule over tbe new Graustark— 
for be would rule!—a smile on his griz
zled face In reflection of recent wak 
Ing thoughts concerning the punish
ment that should fall swiftly upon thi 
assassins of tbe beloved Prince Robin. 

He would make short shrift of a* 
sassins! '*•>,. 
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a member of A «««.« —— uu»im »» ~ 
than a year before the opening of this supporters In all parts of Gra&stark 
tale he was executed for treason and —-*—J- -* —— •- «•«»'«* Hundreds of men In the hills, includ

ing honest shepherds and tbe dlshooest 
brigands who thrived on them, coal 
miners and wood stealers, hunters and 
outlaws ware ready to do his bidding 
wtoen tht time was ripe. Moreover. 
MtiHanx had been successful In bis 
design to fill tbe railway construction 
ctews with the riffraff of all Europe, B, lJJlgUljr UUftKt * W41A4VW VP* I.MV liSVWV W1UI bUO llUiOU Wl «*« 
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(To be Continued.) 
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BLOOM FIELD. 
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Mrs. Sarah J. Puckett died Saturday 
afternoon February 19, at h«r home 
north of Belknap. The funeral wai 
h<»ld Sunday at the Sherman chapel 
church at 2 p. m., conducted by. Rev. 
Alva Huff. Mrs. Puckett is survived by 
her husband and four children. Sh< 
has resided in Davis county slnc< 
1856. 

Use the Courier want ads. Writ# 
your ad and send It In with % cent a 
word. Do It now. 

Mrs. E. J. Clayton fell near her home 
west of the school building Tuesday at 
noon and sustained a broken hip. 

Margaret A. Bradbury sold a farm o1 
120 acres In Wyoondah township is, 
Deo. York the first at the week. . 
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