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SOUTHERN IOWA BOOM INO. 
The "Opportunity" edition just is­

sued by the Oskaloosa Herald calls at­
tention to the strides forward that city 
is making. The yeaf 1909 was Oska-
loosa's banner year. Improvements 
costing $1,500,000 were made, repre­
senting expenditures of $650,000 in 
new factories and business corpora­
tions, $276,000 in improvements to 
business houseB, $175,000 in , new^ 
dwellings and $185,000 in improve­
ments to other residences. One new 
residence was erected during the year 
by W. A. McNeill at a cost of $40,000. 
In addition to these improvements 
there were paving' and sewer exten­
sions and the adoption of the electro­
lier system of down-town street light­
ing- , n. 

, Reports from other towns and cities 
In southern Iowa concerning improve­
ments that have been made during 
the last year and those contem­
plated for. the present year 
Bhow that this section of the 
state is enjoying a period of great 
expansion. Centerville has its interur-
ban and is planning, others and reach­
ing out for factories. Albia has 
grown wonderfully. It has built its 
interurban and is planning others and 

«its latest improvement is the adoption 
of the electrolier system of street 
lighting. Seymour is forging ahead, 
proof of which is given by the build­
ing of a metropolitan waterworks sys­
tem. The boost spirit has taken hold 
of the towns and the cities and there 
is no doubt but that the next few 
years will witness unparalleled growth 

' for all this section of the state. 

POLITICS VS. BUSINESS. 
It has been pointed out in many 

quarters that there has been too much 
politics in Iowa in the past, and too 
little business. Iowa has sent forth 
many men who became leaders in the 
rational life. The nation profited by 
Iheir counsel, but their services were 
largely lost to the state, and the state 

, needed their help in its upbuilding. 
Others have achieved prominence in 
the political life of the state through 
force of qualities that would have 
made them leaders in its business life, 
and the business world needed the 
services of these men it had lost. The 
pes Moines Capital forcefully calls at­
tention to this by a reference to Fort 
Dodge. The capital says: 

• Tort Dodge is one of the prosperous 
and promising cities of Iowa. It might 
have been double its present size if 
the bright young men of Fort Dodge, 
who took ap the political game, had 

••remained in the business world. We 
readily recall John F.« Duncombe, Cy­
rus C. Carpenter, Judge Meservey and 
bis sons, George E. Roberts, the Healy 
brothers, M. D. O'Connell. and last but 
not least. Senator Doliiver. These 
were and are powerful men. The state 
knows their ability. Yet who ever 
remembers of meeting one of them, 
away from home on a mission looking 
to the.wpbuildingjof Fort Dodge? And 
who can forget *.he meeting of the3e 
friends many times on errands con­
nected with politics—and what has all 
their political fame accomplished for 
Fort Dodge? Their names have gone 
into history, but there is not an in­
dustry at Fort Dodge which they es­
tablished. Fort Dodge has been com­
pelled to grow on her own account 
and by force of circumstances. Her 
leaders have been in politics. Fort 
Dodge needs a new birth. There are 
young men there who should be awak­

ened to their opportunities. They 
should be told to forget the politicians 
and to get into commerce where glory 
and success await them. We point to 
Fort Dodge as a horrible example of 
what politics can do for a community. 
The young men at Fort Dodge were in 
politics. Their names have been hon-

'ored. They have done nothing to give 
employment to men. What is now 
needed at Fort Dodge is business and 
commercial activity. No city in the 
state could have a better future than 
Fort Dodge. 

All Iowa needs just what Fort Dodge 
needs—business and commercial activ­
ity. Iowa $hould be tired by this time 
of being a training school for the na­
tion. There are too many headlines in 
the Iowa papers that tell of "Former 
Iowans" who are "going higher." 
These men are classified as "former 
Iowans" because they saw evidence at 
home that the honors in Iowa were for 
men who achieved prominence in po­
litical life, that political success in 
Iowa seemingly was held to be the 
only thing worth while, and they left 
Iowa and went to states where there 
was more credit to be gained and 
more honor to be won by the man who 
made a business success. 

It may not be possible to bring 
these tformer Iowans back, to the state, 
but Iowa can see that it holds its pres­
ent Iowans by giving every encour­
agement to the business enterprises 
that will keep these men at home and 
make the state a sharer in their suc­
cess. 

PERHAPS IT'S SOUR GRAPES. 

"The Democratic state central com­
mittee," says the Des Moines Capital, 
in ironical vein, "could have made it 
much more inconvenient for a major­
ity of the delegates to the next state 
convention if they had tried. For ex­
ample, they might have selected Rock 
Rapids, in Lyon county; Waukon, in 
Allamakee county; Sidney, in Fre­
mont county, or Keokuk, in Lee coun­
ty. The action of the committee in 
compromising on Ottumwa, Wapello 
county, will doubtless be quite satis­
factory in view of the fact that the 
committee was determined to pass up 
Des Moines, the ideal convention city 
of the state. Northwest Iowa dele­
gates ought to be able to reach the 
convention at Ottumwa in three days' 
time. Then, if the return trip is made 
in three days, the week's outing will 
make quite an ideal , summer vaca­
tion." 

The Courier wishes to add that the 
northwest Iowa delegates will be well 
repaid for their trip, even if thev 
make it on foot, as the Capital's sched­
ule seems to contemplate. Ottumwa 
does not call itself the "ideal conven­
tion city," but the .most, hospitable 
convention city," and the hearty wel­
come this city gives its visitors is 
balm for the tedium of travel. The 
Capital would find itself in better hu­
mor if It-accepted the will of the ma­
jority. If Des Moines had landed the 
convention Ottumwa would, have been 
the first to offer congratulations. : 

•„ ' V 
:  A SENSIBLE JUDGE. 

The Missburi papers are applauding 
the action of a judge in the southern 
part of the state who rebuked an at­
torney for objecting to the acceptance 
of a juror who had read accounts of 
the case iff the newspapers. "What's 
the difference if he has read the news­
papers?" the judge demanded. "He'll 
make the better jurymen. To say 
that a man ought nut to serve because 
he has read the newspaper accounts is 
saying in effect that a jury of intelli­
gence is objected to." The St. Joseph 
Gazette makes this comment: ,^ 

There is something so absolutely 
sensible and practical about the utter­
ance of this judge that it is indeed 
refreshing. The idea that a man is 
unfit to sit upon a jury because he 
reads the papers is so utterly foolish 
as to be ludicrous, if it were not dis­
gusting. One would imagine, if the 
questions propounded by certain law­
yers to men being examined for jury 
duty are to be considered, that abso­
lute ignorance and stupidity are re­
quisite qualities for jury service. Com­
mon sense ought to teach us that the 
more intelligent the men who com­
pose our juries the more likely we are 
to get justice in the courts, and it is 
absolutely impossible to find an in­
telligent man today who does not reiad 
the newspapers. We take off our hat 
to this south Missouri judge, who has 
given us a ray of hope for the ulti­
mate use ol common sense in the mat­
ter of selecting jurors. srv 

. . • . 

The delegates appointed by the Os­
kaloosa Commercial association to at* 
tend the reoant waterways convention 
in Ottumwa missed a highly instruc­
tive meeting by not attending. 

Commenting on Ottumwa's success 
In securing the Democratic state con­
vention, the Keokuk Gate City re­
marks that Ottumwa "is also entitled 
to be4ukown aa a eommanity that 'does 
things.'" 

The Burlington Hawk-Bye believeB 
that all Iowa should lend its support 
«to the river improvement plans. With 
the Mississippi on the east and the 
Missouri on the west, and with a doz­
en streams crossing her territory, that 
can easily be made navigable for 
light draft craft, says the Hawk-Bwe, 
there ought to be talk of river im­
provement out on the prairies and in 
the cornfields, and there should be no 
knocking in papers that are published 
in cities that have not even a small 
creek near them. For in Iowa, as 
elsewhere, the benefit of one is the 
benefit of all, and the towns that have 
no rivers and the inland farmers will 
profit by river improvement, just as 
will the towns more directly interest­
ed. 

The sporting editor, in telling of the 
defeat of the Ottumwa high school 
girls in a basketball game with their 
Fairfield Bisters up at the Y. W. C. A. 
gymnasium, partially explained the de­
feat by saying that the captain of the 
local team was not in her usual form. 
Don't all girls discard their "usual 
forms" when they don the "gypi" 
suits? 

The present stage of the Pinchot-
Ballinger debate, according to the Chi­
cago Record-Herald, may be described 
in brilliant repartee as follows: 

You're a liar. , 
You're another. 

In considering a proposition devote 
some thought to these two questions: 
How much will I make if I succeed; 
how much will I lose if I fail? 

^ * 

PEOPLE'S PULPIT 

The Courier Will Publish Signed 
cr Unsigned Expressions From 
Its Readers Upon Receipt; Name 
of Writer Must Be Known to 
the Publisher, However. • • 

Editor Courier: — 
When a lawyer has a bad case in 

court, he seeks to divert the minds of 
the jury from the real point involved. 
In other words he constructs a straw 
man, and then proceeds to demolish 
his own creation. The cuttle-fish, 
when pursued, ejects an inky fluid, 
feeling instinctively that the murky 
waters will give an opportunity for es­
cape. I leave the application to the 
reader, as we proceed. In the Courier 
of the 2lst Inst., I was indicted on sev» 
eral counts: 

1—That- I used "words, words, 
words." 

2s—That I failed to state in a former 
letter whether I think it right or 
wrong to tax non-church members for 
the support of the churches. 

3—That I put myself in a dangerous 
position by claiming for society "the 
right to regulate, etc." 

4—That I devoted "the greater part 
of a column to abuse of Dr. White." 

5—That I have "surrendered" and 
gone over to the other side. 

To the first count I immediately 
plead guilty. True, I might have used 
hieroglyphics or ideographs to convey 
my impressions." I can only plead 'n 
extenuation "twentieth century com­
mon sense and reason," for adopting 
the more progressive method, that of 
the use of words. 

The second count is also true. I 
think that my think which I still think, 
does not greatly interest the reader. 
However, since you ask it. I will say 
that I think it perfectly right to so tax 
them, in return for the benefits, ack­
nowledged by the greatest minds, 
Christian and non-Christian, (cf. quot. 
from Renan, vide my former letter), 
to accrue to them because of religious 
tearhfng, just as the childless are 
taxed because of benefits accruing to 
them on account of the spread of edu­
cation. If these things do not inure to 
the benefit of all. it is unjust to tax all. 

I note with considerable amazement 
that the gentleman does not under­
stand the argument from analogy. 
Permit me to quote: 

"He says, for instance, a man may 
havfe no children and refuse to pay 
taxes to sunport schools*. He must 
know that, this is an entirely different J 
matter. r>s our public schools are en-' 
tirelv separate from religion." 

I do not know whether this nquares 
with the, code of morals the gentle­
man believes in. I do know that 
it does not' square with the Christian 
code. My nrecise words were: "Iu 
his next edition he ought to add the 
further suggestion that persons own­
ing property, and having no children, 
should be exempt from school tax, as 
they are very unlustlv compelled to 
pay for the education of other people's 
children." I ssid nothing about a man 
refusing to pay. etc. The precise point 
I was making, though a mere passing 
remark, was t.h».t the cond'tions are 
analogous, and hence, if uis reasoning 
be sound in the first case it is equally 
so in the second, and this too, wheth­
er tho schools "are entirely separate 
from religion" or not. 

The third count is untrue. The posi­
tion is safe and sane. He denied all 
right to regulate another's religious 
observances: an universal posfcilate. 
I refuted this by citing two well-
known instances wherein the Ameri­
can people "regulated the religious 
observances of others," viz. polygamy I 
and human slavery: One taught by' 
Mormonism. the other held by many a 
minister within the memory of living 
man, as being taught by the Bible, 
and quoting the 25th verse of the 9th 
chapter of Genesis. Reader, observe 
the reply given: "Everybody knows 
polygamy was 'regulated' because it 
was a violation of the law of all the 
states, and slavery was abolished by 
force of arms, without regard to relig­
ion, as a war measure.". 

The gentleman is certainly very 
adroit. Let's see. What is the ques­
tion we were discussing? Ah, yes! It 

» 

was, whether anyone baa the "right 
to regulate the religious observances 
of another." Ha evidently felt the: 

force of my argument. Note that 
he had not said legal right, but sim­
ply "right,'* and the plain inference is 
that he was speaking of both moral 
and legal right. As one instance will 
suffice, we will confine ourselves to 
the question of polygamy. ("It was a 
violation of the law of all the states." 
But, my dear sir, were the laws right? 
Ii you answer yes you give your case 
away. If you choose the negative, 
why not frankly condemn the "regula­
tion?" Why not say they had no right 
to forbid it? t • 

Your forbears'In unbelief took a 
hand at "regulating," more than a cen­
tury ago, in France,—ae they are do­
ing today in that unhappy land. Schol­
ars, by common consent, refer to that 
period as the reign of terror. 

The mere plea of conscience or re­
ligion should not protect offences 
against the social order or against the 
common principles of morality. 

The fourth count means that I used 
Dr. White improperly or wrongly. I 
plainly indicated the authority I fol­
lowed. Dr. White very discreetly did 
not attempt to refute the criticism 
when it appeared, though he did make 
some changes in the wprk, following a 
previous criticism''by the same author. 
This author proved to a demonstration 
that Dr. White's logic is a negligible 
quantity, his veracity below par, his 
erudition mere index learning, and his 
references misleading and unreliable. 
However my friend may view the mat­
ter, this Is amply sufficient to dis­
credit any author, no matter how or­
thodox, so far as I am concerned. 

In my former letter I called atten­
tion to the nature of his boasted refer­
ences, about which other friends and 
admirers of his had cackled long ago. 

In regard to the fifth count, will the 
gentleman kindly point out In his next 
which of his arguments he imagines 
converted me? I am conscious of no 
change of front, in reference to the 
subject, during about fifteen or more 
years. He must have been in a very 
gushing humor when he wrote that. 
He holds that science contradicts the 
Bible as to the age of the human race. 
I hold that it does not. If this be sur­
rendering, I do not object to it. Quot­
ing a statement of mine he asks: 
"What is the logical basis in the doc­
trines of Christianity?" Then he goes 
off at half cock to answer me, without 
understanding what I said, and deals 
with an entirely different question, 
namely, whether the* doctrines are 
true or logical, whereas my statement 
means that the Christian code of mor­
als flows logically from or has a log­
ical basis in the doctrines of Chris­
tianity. 

Next he presents the reader with a 
blasphemous "succinct statement," 
which I will not insult the (Christian 
reader's intelligence by repeating en­
tire. It is sufficient to say that here, 
as elsewhere throughout his article, 
he exhibits the earmarks of what the­
ologians term "crass'' ignorance. I do 
not censure him for this. A stream 
cannot rise higher than its source, 
and when we remember the mental 
oallbre of the authors he swears by, 
he is to be pitied for being so easily 
imposed upon. A few instances will 
suffice to make this clear: 

"All his descendants inherited Ad­
am's depravity." "After God had re­
pented that He made man • • • * 
he invented a plan to redeem fallen 
man.1' "And (God) murdered this 
son." "God's blunder In creating 
man." "But whoever would not or 
could not believe—should be forever 
punished." "The poor wretches who 
were held responsible for Adam's 
transgression." These from a man who 
has studied "the most complete and 
reliable work in existence," in the 
noonday glare of the 20th century en­
lightenment common sense and rea­
son! Christianity would certainly be 
in a bad way if he were allowed to 
state its doctrines. Study the Mosaic 
tetragrammatom until you grasp its 
profound meaning and see if you can 
improve upon it. He who understands 
the A B C of theology knows that God 
cannot change, and a slight knowledge 
of the eastern -parabolic mode of 
speech enables him to understand that 
God's "repenting" Is like our expres­
sions such as "the foot of a mountain," 
"the head of a stair," "the finger^ of 
scorn." etc., and to say that God "in­
vented" anything "after about 4,000 
years," is to show that you have no 
true conception of the Infinite Being. 
It is a further evidence of ignorance 
to say that He who is the author and 
giver, and therefore absolute master 
of life and death, can "murder" any­
one. This comes from following with 
passive sequacity some author as un­
reliable as those he has mentioned. 
Murder is an "unjust" killing. History 
Bays that Christ was murdered by the 
Roman governor, p.t the instigation of 
the Jews. 

How an Infinite Being could "blun­
der" is too deep for a benighted Chris­
tian to understand. The Infinite Be­
ing is perfect. 

The child of an exile born in exile 
is an exile. This is the whole philos­
ophy of "his descendants inheriting 
Adam's depravity," In a nutshell. Any­
one who "could not believe" was prob­
ably passed as a victim of defective 
phrenal development. If he "would 
not believe" he deserved punishment. 
As Adam, in the Christian economy, 
was the human race, the race acted 
by or through him. If the gentleman 
will get from our public library Thein'3 
"Anthropology." and his "Answers to 
Some Difficulties of the Bible," he will 
find that many of the errors and con­
tradictions of the Bible exist, only In 
his own head. 

So, "theology has always at first de­
nied and then unwillingly admitted," 
the antiquity of man. the rotundity of 
the earth, the heliocentric theory,, 
etc."! As theology is the science 
which treats of God and His attri­
butes, and of these alone, it would be 
interesting to learn how it denied 
those theories. The gentleman has 
simply confounded theology and relig­
ion. 

It would also be interesting to learn 
how it happened that Gregory of Nys-
sa taught the nebular hypothesis, and 
Saint Augustine a theologically Inter­
preted evolution, "in the early cen­
turies." These questions y are scien­
tific, not theological. 

Lest the reader be in the dark as to 
Dr. White's Qualifications for. writing 

RECEPTION AT KIRKVILLE 

Kirkvilla, Man 1-—(Special.)— Rev. 
B. Z. MeOullough of Billings, Mont, 
who was sent east on home mission 
work, and stopped on his way and 
made a short visit with his father, 
Samuel McCullough, and other rela­
tives, will on his return spend' one 
day here, March 3. Oh that day he will 
attend a reception at the Presbyterian 
church, given by the congregation in 
honor of Samuel McCullough, who has 
spent fifty years as ruling elder In this 
church. In this labor of love he has 
been always faithful and true. 

On the day following Rev. B. Z. Mc­
Cullough will leave for his home, as 
he Is to preach in Billings the first 
Sabbath in March. All the other con­
gregations are invited. 

history, permit me to add to the titles 
enumerated that' of "ex-professor of 
history at Cornell." 

The way the church persecuted Co­
pernicus and Galileo, was by making 
one Canon of Koenlgsberg, and pen­
sioning the other during life. It also 
made a cardinal of De Cusa, who 
taught the earth's movement a cen­
tury earlier, 'and used its utmost en­
deavors to place Kepler in the Uni­
versity of Bologna. When he fled from 
persecution, he found a refuge with 
the Jesuits of Grants and Ingoldstadt. 
The enemies of Galileo were the scien­
tists of his own time, and Copernicus 
tells ub h§ feared the ridicule of the 
same gentry, dedicated hlb work to 
Pope Paul the 3rd, and published it at 
the earnest solicitation of a cardinal 
and a bishop. Science has not yet 
passed its ultimate, judgment on the 
Copernican system. 

The superficial talk about . witch­
craft will deceive no one who has 
studied the subject as treated by such 
authors as Brownson, Gmelner, Hys-
lop, Funk, Crookes and others. 

"There Is a Bible chronology," be­
cause the gentleman has a Bible in 
which "the dates are at the top of the 
pages." Credat-x Judeaus Apella! Is 
the gentleman ignorant of the fact 
that this is merely the chronology of 
Usher, one of those who deduced a 
chronology from the Bible? His Bible 
also has chapter and numbered verse. 
Does he know that the original has 
not, and that this is merely a modern 
convenience? As to persecution and 
bloodshed: man has possessed a pen­
chant for these, whatever his belief, 
no matter how much they contradict­
ed the teaching of Christianity. 

How "non-sectarian" the schools of 
Ferrer were can be seen by the in­
terested, from 'the text books in use 
in these schools. The /entleman 
says: "I think I am free to hunt 
for it (the truth) wherever it Is to be 
found." Certainly. Even If It be in 
the pages of a Christian writer. Fin­
ally he says: 

"Let us all—respect each other's 
opinions." . 

My logic master in my youth taught 
me to carefully distinguish between 
error, and, him who holds the error. 
Error as such has no rights whatever 
as against truth. Hence, while I re­
gard hts opinions with utter contempt 
and abhorrence,—and could not toler­
ate them unless I did,—if occasion pre­
sented, I would do him a favor as 
quickly and as freely as If he were 
ultra orthodox. I cannot refrain from 
asking him why he did not think of 
this when he was ridiculing Christian­
ity, and holding it up as contrary to 
20th century common sense and rea­
son. 

If I have been thus prolix, it is for 
two particular reasons, besides the 
fact that a paragraph may contain so 
many fallacies that It requires a col­
umn to let daylight through It. 

First. Because I have no intention 
of prolonging the discussion, until the 
gentleman acquires at least elemen­
tary knowledge of Christianity, al­
though I reserve the right to comment 
on any further lucubrations. 

Second. Because I had set myself 
the task of proving to the reader how 
superficial and unreliable are the 
writers whose mouthings are offered 
them in the name of science; that 
their science is as silly as that at 
present on tap In the dally press, rela­
tive to the fourth dimension. In his 
brilliant satire, "In Satan's Realm," 
Edgar C. Blum takes tbem off with 
the faithfulness of a kodak, where he 
puts in the mouth of Satan, these 
words: "The longer he ruminates up­
on the subject, the more firmly settled 
becomes his convictions, until self-
worship takes its proper place in the 
foreground of his religion. For a time 
these impressions are cherished of 
man as a class, until unfortunately 'ie 
discovers some defect In his fellow-
men and realizes that, in order to 
avoid the danger of blasphemy, he 
must restrict his adoration to him­
self." —Senex. ' 

DRAKEVILLE. 
>»••» • 
• 
* 

W. D. M 111!sack of Ottumwa spent 
Sunday here with his parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Guthrie of 
Stiles spent Saturday and Sunday with 
Mrs. Guthrie's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Sloan. 

The box supper given by the school 
last Friday night was a financial suc­
cess. 

Miss Ruth Jones, spent Sunday with 
Sallie Townsend. 

Miss Garnet Inlan spent Sunday with 
Clara McConnell. 

H. T. Truitt and family have moved 
t o  t h e  E t t a  C l y m a n  f a r m i ^ i . f  v f t  ;  <  

Last Saturday being the sixty-first 
birthday anniversary of Mrs. Martha 
Housely, her sisters, Mrs. Harriett 
Truitt and Mrs. Emma Williams and 
her daughter Mrs. Nellie Dodge and 
family; Miss Nellie Truitt and Etta 
Williams, took her by surprise and 
made her a visit. She was aleo sur­
prised by a post card shower from her 
sister Rebekahs. 

Mr. and Mrs. D. L. Bunten of Kansas 
are visiting at the parental Bunten 
home and with other relatives. 

Mr. and Mrs. Will Putman and 
daughter Dorothy, Miss Anna Clark 
and Wm. and Mrs. D. L. Bnnton, were 
entertained Tuesday evening at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Boles. 

Miss Sylvia Fleming enrolled at 
the S. I. U. last Monday. 

A. F. Smock of Bloomfleld was a 
business, visitor here last Tuesday. Mr. 
Smock Expects to locate here the 
Bret of March. *>< 
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IX-—Attractive Table 
Arrangements. 

• By EDITH G. CHARLTON, 
la Charge of Domeitic Economy, Iowa 

. , State College. 

' Copyright, DM, by Amefkui Presa 
1 '/ • Asaeeittien. 

NBXT in importance to the proper 
cooking of food Is the way it la 
served and the order in which 

; the table is laid. . The attrac­
tive appearance of .well cooked food 
appeals strongly to the appetite and 
prepares the digestive organs for their 
work. Probably every person has ex­
perienced the feeling of being suddenly 
hungry when some especially attrac­
tive viand has been displayed before 
hijm. Equally true is It that almost 
every one has known hunger to van­
ish at sight of a table laid with soiled 
ll^en aad china and food. carelessly 
arranged on serving dishes. The home­
ly/ hssh has net a musical name and 
generally calls up memories of unen-
jojjrable meals, yet 1 have known a 
platter of it to win as sincere approval 
as has ever besa bestowed on a porter­
house steak. True, the hash was serv­
ed piping hot on a pretty platter. It 
was well browned, flanked porhaps 
with poached eggs and garnished with 
sprigs of parsley. Its flavor, too, was 
Jast as pleasing and tempting as its 
appearance. It may take a moment 
or two longer to garnish the dish of 
•meat or vegetables, but it certainly 
pays for the trouble. Rather than 
neglect it I would suggest omitting 
ooe er two dishes from the menu. Re­
ferring to menus brings to mind the 
fact that in some homes, those in the 
country especially, there is a tendency 
to serve too many foods of the same 
kind at the same meal. 

For Instance, I have many times 
seen three kinds of cooked fruit, three 
or four kinds of vegetables and at 
least two kinds of pickles or desserts 
served at an ordinary dinner. This 
means unnecessary work, unnecessary 
expense and so much time spent in 
preparation that very likely there was 
none left for dainty serving. A knowl­
edge of foods and food values should 
teach the housekeeper that one food of 
each of the above mentioned kinds is 
sufficient at one time for any family. 

In many homes, too, It is the custom 
to put all the food on the table at 
once and have the various dishes pass-
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ed from one person to the next with­
out any attempt at serving.' While I 
am at all times an advocate of sim­
plicity, 1 do like to see the head of 
the house" presiding at table, earring 
and serving the meat at leaet and fete 
#lfe, at her end of ttie table, p>ssi* 
log over the coffee and serving those 
dishes which rightfully fill to her lot 
It seems much more nke tme hos­
pitality when this is done than wtien 
platters and vegetable dkhas foBow 
each other in quick soeeaesloa. arovnd 
the table, each individual helping him­
self. The extra minates wMah serv­
ing requires is the beat thing In the 
world for the family, became It al­
lows more time to masticate the food 
and for social conversation, that best 
ojf all sauces for the digestion. 

Setting the Table. 
The keynote of good taste is sim­

plicity, aad nowhere is it displayed to 
better advantage than in laying a ta­
ble for a meal, be that an everyday 
family affair or a formal gathering of 
special gneets. It Is not my intention 
to oytKne a set of rules for the hostess 
who plans to entertain on an elaborate 
scale. She probably will have the ad­
vice and assistance of the professional 
caterer. But my wish is to give a few 
of the important points to be observed 
in setting the ordinary table for the 
ordinary meal. And 1 want to preface 
what 1 shall say with the hope that all 
women who preside over homes or 
who have the training of young peo­
ple la charge will see to it that no 
carelessness is permitted either in. ta­
ble manners or in the simple act of 
setting the table, because such things 
l$ave an Indelible mark in after life. 
The table, which may be either round, 
square or oblong, as preferred. Is to 
be first covered with a silence cloth, 
St pad of asbestos doth or donble faced 
canton flannel. The first is more ex­
pensive, but Is better because of its 
protection to the table and because It 
does not become moist from hot dishes 
and stick to the table. Over the pad 
Is laid the linen cloth, which should 
e&tend ten Inches over the edge of the 
table on all sides. The fold in the 
f < ,  -  - 4  .  ,  

center of the cloth should be exaetfy 
In the center of the table. 

In arranging the places allow a( 
least twenty inches space at the tabl< 
for each person. The china, glass and 
Bilver set for each person make whnt 
is commonly known as a "cover." In 
placing the silver observe this orde*: 
Lay the silver on either side of the 
plate in the order in which it Is to be 
used, beginning at the outside. Place 
the knives on the right side, handles 
about one inch from edge of table, 
sharp edge turned in. Lay all the 
forks, with the exception of the oyster 
fork, on the left hand side, tines up, 
bandies on a line with the handles of 
the knives. The oyster fork is either 
placed on the right side outside the 
knives or slanting across <the oyster 
plate, handle toward the right band. 
The spoons are properly placed on the 
right side, the soup apoon outside the 
knives. The teaspoon at dinner Is next 
the plates. For breakfast it may be 
ootside the knife if it is to be used 
first. It is considered more correct for 
a formal dinner to have the silver 
brought to the table with each course 
after the salad has been served. 

The table napkin is folded in a sim­
ple square and is placed on the left 
sigo at the lower edge of the plate. If 
bread and butter plates are used these 
are placed on the left just above the 
napkin. The water glass is placed on 
the right side at the top of the knife. 
A pair of salt and pepper shakers is 
placed conveniently between each two 
persons, as a rule. 

It is well to have seme decoration on 
the table, even if it be nothing more 
than a simple potted plant or some 
sprays of wild flowers. A small pot of 
growing parsley in winter is better 
than no decoration. The centerpiece 
should be low and flat rather than 
high, for the latter obstructs the view 
of people sitting on opposite sides of 
the table. Dishes of celery, olives, pic­
kles or confectionery may be on the 
table from the beginning of the meal 
and if so should be arranged near the 
center around the floral decoration. 

If tea or coffee is to be served on the 
table the cups, saucers and service 
should be neatly arranged in front of 
the hostess. 

. (' Serving the Mealt 
In many homes where there is "only 

one maid to act as cook and waitress 
the serving must be as simple as pos­
sible. Very often, in fact, the house­
keeper must herself act as both cook 
and waitress, and then the serving 
must be even more simple. But in any 
case try to avoid the too common hab­
it of putting everything on the table 
at once and allowing each person to 
help himself. 

When there are boys and girls in 
the family they should be taught to 
take turns in serving. In that case or 
when the housekeeper ie alone the first 
course may be placed on the table-be­
fore the meal is announced.. If It is 
soap served from a tureen the hostess 
serves It from her end of the table, 
or the soap maer be served in the 
kitchen and pat at each place before 
the family is seated. The soup plates 
and tureen are removed before bring­
ing in the next course. The meat plat­
ter is placed at the head of the table 
before the host, who should carve it 
and, putting a portion on each plate, 
pass it to the person sitting at hie 
right. This person keeps it If spe­
cially requested to do so or paaass it 
on down the table. The potatoes and 
other vegetables may be served by, 
the host if the family is small or by, 
some person sitting near him. The 
dinner dishes—that is, the plates on 
which the meat course wan served— 
should be removed before bringing la 
the salad or dessert If both an In­
cluded In the menu the salad is 
erally served by the hostess. It 
quite permissible, however, to ha 
the salad arranged on individual i 
In the kttehen and placed on the1 

at the beginning of dinner. 
shonld be seered by the Just erb&e the 
hostess poors the tea or eeShe. Bod* 
ding sauce and cream and sagsr are 
passed. Bread and batter aae nsaafltyj 
en the table tbrooghoot the meal auQ 
are passed aa needed. Cstecy andf 
olives are passed with the soap and 
pickles with the meat csona, Mr 1s 
often passed with chtetaao, anA awks 
sauce should accompany *oastp«ik. 

In some households the bastaess 'ct 
serving at table withou* a meld haa 
been brought to a pertecgoti Je 
worthy of eonlatloa. In ate that 
It may be absolutely devoid of awk­
wardness it laneoessary for each a— 
ber of the faasBy to be well sdwiM 
in his or her part. It Is nossadsya the 
fashion In someteuschoMi todhpsMe 
with the services of a maid, at leant 
during the simpler meals of the day. 

When there is a waitress she la es> 
pected to take the plate ten Oie boat 
or hostess and place it before the per­
son for whom it was served. She 
most place all dishes at the right side 
and pass those from which the pereou 
helps himself at the left. All plates 
and dishes are removed from the right 
side. In clearing the table after each 
course all dishes used in serving it 
must be removed as well as the indi­
vidual plate and silver. After the 
salad and before serving the dessert 
all dishes, bread, butter and relishes 
should bo removed and the crumbs 
brushed up on crumb tray. Water 
glasses should be kept filled as required 
without removing tbem from the table. 

With a little practice any meal can 
be served simply and correctly, and In 
a short time it will be found that its 
enjoyment has been greatly increased. 

In buying china cr silver remember 
that quality is of much more conse­
quence than ornamentation, and. in 
either the simpler designs and color­
ings are preferable. Plain white china 
of good quality is much more satisfy* 
ing in the end than elaborate deaigns 
lu pronounced colors. In nothing are 
artistic sense and feeling more strong­
ly shown than in the appointments of 
the dining table. 
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