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THE TAX MATTER. 
The so-called tax ferret proposition 

Is now attracting much attent'vh in 
this county. This phase of the tax 
question seems to develop into purely 
a matter of working at the easiest part 
of the job. 

The contract with these expert tax 
collectors deals only with personal 
property. It does not take up real es­
tate. 

The so-called tax "ferret" receives 
a commission on the taxes he can get 
collected. Naturally, he does as anyone 
else- would do in his place, that is, 
works along the line that will give 
the best results for him. He confines 
his attention to only the big concerns, 
because they are the easiest to reach. 
The Individual citizen may have pro­
portionately Just as much that is not 
taxed, as the big company, but it would 
require much more work on the part 
of the accountant to investigate any 
considerable number of these individ­
ual cases than one big one. Therefore 
the small ones are' let go, making it 
appear that the big ones alone are to 
blame This tends to create a preju­
dice against the employing institu­
tions, when they are in all probability, 
no more at fault than the community 
In general. 

This is not American in principle 
and is not a square deal. No rule that 
does not apply proportionately to all 
alike, is right in this country. 

If the board of supervisors makes 
a contract with a man to investigate 
the condition of the personal, tax rec­
ords of the county, then that contract 
should specify that the Investigation 
should reach every owner of any kind 
of taxable personal property in the 
county. And the board should see that 
the contract is fulfilled. He should not 
be allowed to select and work only the 
easy part of the job. If it is right for 
one, it is right for all. If it is meant 
for only a few, then It is not right for 
any. 

The tax ferret proposition proro­
gates the old "classes and masses" 
feeling. It shows only one side of a 
proposition and that is not the right 
way to solve a problem. 

Mr. Davidson says "there are many 
others just as culpable." If. that is the 
case, the contract should take all or 
none. Why put a charge of guilt 
against the whole community and 
then try only a few? 

We are certainly in favor of collect­
ing all the just taxes due from every­
body. But the scheme that collects 
from one and not from another, is 
wrong. That is what the "tax ferret" 
scheme does, and that is where it is 
not right It should apply to all alike. 
Discrimination either against the indi­
vidual or organization is wrong. Both 
have their share of the burdens to 
bear and this burden should be equit­
ably distributed. 

The employe and the employer are 
answerable' alike to the same general 
laws, and these laws should not be so 
administered as to make them feel that 
they have nothing In common. The 
employe of today is the employer of 
tomorrow. He is the same man all the 
time. Officials should exercise care not 
to bring about conditions that will ar­
ray one against the other, and that 
will tend against the building of their 
own community. 

The fact is that the present method 
of fixing taxation, both real and per­
gonal, needs a great deal of improving, 
but the tax ferret method Is not the 
proper plan to accomplish it, because it 
does not hit all alike. The fact that 
there is any work for a tax ferret to 
do is sufficient evidence of the incom­
petency of our system of asssessing. 

STATE CLEAN-UP DAYS. 

Dr. G. H. Sumner, secretary of the 
state board of health, has addressed a 
letter to the health officers, city and 
county authorities and women's clubs 
of Iowa, in which a week of state 
"clean-up" days is announced* Dr 

-si* 

Sumner states that the Importance of 
the proper sanitation of our houses 
cannot be overestimated. It is neces­
sary after a long severe winter that 
all debris, garbage and filth, both out­
side and Inside our houses, should be 
removed. Secretary Sumner then 
makes these suggestions: 

"It must be remembered that the 
only way to prevent pandemics and 
epidemics of disease is to clean out, 
cle^n up and keep clean; therefore, 
the state board of health deems it wise 
that April 25th to May 1st be set 
apart as clean-up days for the state of 
Iowa. On these days let everyone make 
special effort at purifying our state. 

"Now, in accordance with the above, 
I therefore call upon you to do all in 
your power officially and privately to 
rid our state of filth and its products. 
Let each man cleanse his premises, 
and each woman her house, and each 
officer his territory. 

"In order to secure concerted action, 
each and every city council, every 
church organization, every township 
board of trustees, every county board 
of supervisors and every parliament­
ary body is requested to pass resolu­
tions urging all Iowans to observe 
these clean-up days." 

Before Ottumwa can fully comply 
with the excellent suggestions made 
in this letter it will be necessary to 
settle the gar! age question in a man­
ner that will insure the removal of 
all garbage during the summer months. 
It will not do much good to "clean out" 
and "clean up" unless we can "keep 
clean," and to do this the garbage re­
moval must be enforced under city 
supervision. 

EQUALIZING TAXES. 1 

The Burlington Hawk-Eye Sunday 
devoted the beat part of three pages 
to the publication of a list of names 
of those whose personal property as­
sessments had been increased. The 
Hawk-Eye, in commenting upon the 
report made by the city clerk to the 
council, says: 

The new council under the commis­
sion plan of city government has a 
prize package in store for the prop­
erty owners of Burlington. It is the 
tax assessment for the coming year. 
The work of reviewing the returns 
of the assessors was finished yester­
day, and the result is given in part be­
low. The figures • ill t>e read with 
startled interest by every property 
owner in Burlington. Hundreds of 
citizens who have never paid taxes, 
and who do not dream that they are 
i.:ible, are listed with owning house­
hold goods, the assessment on which 
is raised from nothing to figures vary­
ing from $200 to $2,000 and more. 
Every class of business is hit by in­
creases running up into all sorts of 
figures. In many cases the increase 
on household furniture from nothing 
upward evidently covers the total val­
ue of the goods in the house, without 
consideration of the law exempting 
certain amounts. The law exempts 
$300 on household goods, and also all 
necessary bedroom furniture, kitchen 
furniture, wearing apparel In regular 
use, personal, libraries and all sup­
plies of foods. 

Probably nothing that has been 
printed of late has attracted more at­
tention than will this list of assess­
ment. 

The board of review will give every 
man a chance to be heard on his as­
sessment and there is little doubt that 
a good deal of scaling down will be 
done. For this purpose the council 
will sit, beginning April 23, to hear 
complaints, and will then make the 
final adjustments. 

Then the list of changes in the 
assessments is given, which covers 
sufficient space in the paper to make 
it certain that few, if any, Burlington 
residents owning any kind of personal 
property were exempted. 

Burlington seems to have gone 
after- its tax problem in earnest and 
with a view to making a general and 
equitable adjustment of the tax. If, 
as the Hawk-Bye says, the board of 
review fixed the personal property 
values without consideration of the 
exemptions allowed by the law, an­
other adjustment will be necessary, 
as property owners cannot be assess­
ed for more than their legal share of 
the taxes. The final Tesult, however, 
should be a fair division of taxation. 

The Burlington plan seems to be to 
reach all tax payers, big or little, in 
the effort to make a fair and equitable 
adjustment of the taxes. The tend­
ency is and has been in work of this 
character to make a showing on the 
easiest tax payers to get at, which, of 
course, are the corporations and the 
largest property holders. The assess­
ment should, however, be made on an 
equitable basis. Some whose proper­
ties are easy to reach should not suf­
fer a penalty because others are hard­
er to get at. 

If Ottumwa is considering a re-ad­
justment of the taxes the work should 
be taken up on a similar plan, to the 
end that every property owner will be 
assessed for his full share of the 
taxes, aud not with the idea of mak­

ing a showing by increasing the 
aBseBments of a few of the largest 
tax payers. And this work, if takpn 
up, should be done by competent Ot­
tumwa people, who know local prop­
erty values and have the interest of 
the whole community at heart. Work 
of this class carries with it a responsi­
bility and demands the highest grade 
of ability, fairness and Judgment. ' 

The smallest home, as well as the 
largest corporate possessions, must be 
carefully considered in this work. It 
is claimed that much of the residence 
and farm proper y is assessed too low. 
But all must be given a square deal. 

E. P. Adler has been elected presi­
dent of the Greater Davenport com­
mittee, a new booster organization 
that was launched at a recent dinner 
attended by more than 400 leading 
Davenport citizens. The Greater Dav­
enport committee is composed of thir­
ty men who will have at their 
disposal a sum of several thous­
ands of dollars subscribed annual­
ly by the business interests, 
and full authority to use this 
sum in any manner they see fit, to 
advance Davenport's interests. The 
plan is similar to that adopted in Des 
Moines, where the Greater Des Moines 
committee of twenty-one members has 
set in motion an expansion movement 
that has done wonders for the city. 
The Greater Davenport committee 
starts out with the undivided support 
of the community and with bright 
promises of duplicating Des Moines* 
success. It has been fortunate in its 
choice of officers. Mr. Adler, the pres­
ident, is full of enthusiasm on this sub­
ject and is an energetic man who will 
make a showing for his committee and 
his city. 

GOVERNOR OF IOWA ONLY. 
The Register and Leader states that 

Governor Carroll's announcement of 
his candidacy for the nomination for 
governor of the state of Iowa ignores 
national issues. It is certainly refresh­
ing and very encouraging to once more 
have a governor of Iowa who does not, 
as governor, feel that it is necessary 
to try to do anything but be governor 
of Iowa. Up to Carroll's' time, our 
recent governors were merely using 
the governorship of Iowa as a bye-
product in their efforts to get to Wash­
ington. If there is one thing more 
than another that should give Gover­
nor Carroll's candidacy strength, it is 
the fact that he is satisfied for the 
time being, with simply being gover­
nor of Iowa. 

Congressman Longworth of Ohio, 
says: "I am a Taft man—not on the 
surface, but through and through. I 
am not willing to use his name as a 
cloak for my support of other men or 
of other interests. I am not willing to 
praise him in public and work against 
him in private. I am with him not a 
part of the way, but the whole way, 
and am sincere when I say that suc­
cess of his administration is of far 
more importance to me than the suc­
cess of my own individual campaign." 

. Col. Roosevelt seems to be about the 
only former president who is break­
ing into print these days. There is 
former President Zelaya and former 
President Castro, for instance; who 
haven't got a line in the papers for 
months. Where, by the way, can t&at 
blessed pair be keeping themselves? 

Census Director Durand hastens to 
assure the house wives that no insult 
was intended when they were reported 
as having "no occupation" by the 
enumerators. Perhaps Mrs. Durand 
had something to say to the census 
director for springing such a proposi­
tion as that right at house cleaning 
time. 

The weather man evidently is try­
ing to get all the surplus energy out 
of his system before the Central as­
sociation baseball season opens. 

Woman, says an observer, was and 
is the best salesman, with her inherent 
knowledge of emotions. The world, 
he adds, is full of proof. 

To the congress of the United 
States of America—Please pass the 
appropriation bills, adjourn and come 
home. 

- . 
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PEOPLE'S PULPIT " 
The Courier opens its columns 

for the discussion of topics of 
greatest import to the public 
weal. Communications of not 
more than 250 worda will be 
printed in this column. All com­
munications should be typewrit­
ten or in plain hand on one side 
of the paper only. 

SOCIALISM. 

How to reconcile the frictions of so­
ciety is a problem which is attracting 
the attention of the civilized world. In 
the past there has been a wider varia­
tion in the material conditions of the 
human family than today, but never 
before has there appeared such a gen­
eral restlessness. There is a universal 
reaching out for improvement. Blind 
and mistaken efforts to bring it about 
consists partially in organised antag­
onisms, classes, trades and sections 
solidify in order to oppose other 
classes, trades and sections, and be­
lieve that they are conserving their 
best interests. It is forgotten that so­
ciety Is an organism and all its mem­
bers cannot perform the same kind of 
service. The perfect human body is a 
unit; but the office of each member Is 
unlike that of every other; and there­
in is completeness. When one member 
suffers, all suffer. Socialism is a term 
which is used with a great variety of 
meaning. To some It signifies at least 
as an ultimate accomplishment—a fav­
orable division of all material wealth 
by law and coercion. To others it main­
ly comprises an increased assumption 
of productive agencies, business opera­
tions, and wealth distribution by the 
state, Including a steady enlargement 
of governmental function in the fu­
ture. But true socialism must begin 
from within, and have its basis in un­
selfish character. The spirit of love and 
altruism must be cultivated and awak­
ened until it becomes prevailing and 
as rapidly as this takes place Its legiti­
mate fruits will be outwardly manifest. 
Any socialism which contains elements 
of Jealousy, avarice or coercion }s a 
counterfeit Any forcible interference 
with the natural laws of wealth dlstrl-

button would discourage thrift and in­
dustry, conduce to idleness and stimu­
late avarice and anarchy. If through 
any ostensible, legalized process men 
can get what they do not earn, produc­
tion will be diminished and decay en­
sue. Many well meaning philanthro­
pists confine their attention almost en­
tirely to material conditions, while the 
royal road to improvement is only 
through better moral conditions. 

That sin, intemperance and improvi­
dence bring forth the inevitable fruit 
of poverty, misery and suffering is not 
the fault of our social system. Th« 
cause lies deeper. The most helpful 
help which can be given Is to teach 
men through character re-enforcement 
how to help themselves. It is not a 
division of silver and gold that is need­
ed, for even if that were practicable 
it would at once diminish production, 
raise the price of all necessities and 
chill industry and progress. The ills of 
societv are directly attributablo to the 
lack of unselfishness, love, character 
and education. The time is not far dis­
tant when these will be regarded as of 
far greater valuation than material 
wealth. . 

As a basis for happiness, money Is 
the most disappointing thing in tho 
world. Let a truer estimate prevail. 
Great wealth pursued as an end is a 
curse to any member of the human 
familv. There is no such soul dwarfing, 
hell inciting, suicidal occupation on 
earth as the selfish piling up of sur­
plus wealth as the object of life. The 
possessor of millions who goes on ad­
ding to his store, as a gratification of 
his insane ambition to accumulate and 
lives without a conscientious regard 
for his obligation to his fellow men Is 
surelv kindlin®' within himself that 
torment which Dives experienced, be­
cause he is defying the supreme law of 
his nature. Beneath nil the golden 
glamour such a one. in the truest sense 
is blind, naked, sick and in prison. It 
is not the fact of the millions, for 
money is useful, but that their selfish 
possession will eventuate in a self-
made hell in the human soul. Heaven 
and hell are not places but conditions 
of character. They are legitimate har­
vests that come from diverse kinds of 
seed sowing. Better a free soul as ti 
digger of ditches, than one which is 
enslaved by wealth. Such a one is like a 
bee submerged In its own honey. Byron 
once said of a niggardly rich man: 
"That man does not own his' estate 
but his estate owns him." The millen-
ium will consist of the reign of love 
and unselfishness. Improved economics 
theory and legislation are powerless to 
bring it into manifestation. 

Education in the ordinary sense Is 
also utterly unable to bring about 
moral reform only as human con­
sciousness is lifted into the spiritual 
home and the "imago of God" uncov­
ered, will that harmony and whole­
ness be realized which is able to 
transform the earth into a paradise.. 
The manifestation of the intrinsic 
brotherhood is hindered and chilled by 
the conventionalities of our own mod­
ern civilization. The deep fountains of 
human love and sympathy are sealed 
and artificial barriers are built up be­
tween souls. A code of formal preced­
ents rules and maxims become the un­
written, though inviolable law of so­
ciety, which is based upon selfishness 
and worldly policy. Each soul wears a 
polished armor, which though invisible 
is as cold and impenetrable as steel 
and nothing less than the manifested 
law of love in a general glow can evt-r 
melt it away. Man mistakenly consid­
ers himself a unit, and still inquires if 
he is his "brother's keeper/' He has 
not yet drained the cup of self-sacri­
fice and discovered the' sweetness 
which Is hid at the bottom. Such an 
accomplished ideal would bring heaven 
Into earth—life and emancipate hu­
manity from the slavish ties of the 
lower self. 

The law of ministry is not merely 
moral, but it is scientific. It constitutes 
the broad highway to radical and ideal 
harmony. The observance of funda­
mental law is a privilege rather than a 
duty,, for it carries rich reward. "He 
that loveth his life loseth It, and he 
that hateth his life In this world shall 
keep it until life eternal." Opportunity 
for service is a boon conferred In the 
human economy. It seems almost nec­
essary that one's cup should be empty, 
in order that there may -be room for 
the overflow of others, so that both 
can enjoy their sweetness. If all were 
filled' just to the brim, where could 
any room be found for the exercise of 
the privilege of bestowment? 

Then all would turn to God Almighty 
the father and the son .Tesus Christ 
manifested in us through the holy 
spirit; then all mankind at the fountain 
of love would drink to the fullest per­
fection and the bond of unity would 
encircle all. making one f illy, one 
heaven which shall be everlasting in 
God. . * 

J. G. Hollo way, M. D. 

A STATEMENT FROM MR. DAVID­
SON. 

Editor Courier.— ^ 
After appearing before the board or 

review last week my business took 
me away from the city and I did not 
get to see Mr. Gllmore's version of 
my statements until last Saturday. I 
find this version about as near cor­
rect as his opinion of the law on as­
sessments. And this Is not saying any­
thing to his discredit as a lawyer, for 
there is not one lawyer in a hundred 
who is well versed in the tax laws of 
the state for the reason that they 
have had no occasion to particularly 
inform themselves along these lines, 
but we who have made this business 
our study and have employed the best 
legal talent obtainable for the last ten 
years, have a pretty general knowl­
edge of these laws and our attorneys 
are experts. I appeared before the 
board of review because I had uncov­
ered hundreds of thousands of dollars 
of property that has not been assessed 
for the last six years or more, and be­
cause I could not get the assessments 
made by the proper assessing officers 
in such cases provided by statute. I 
stated to the board that I was ready 
to supnort my claims to the highest 
courts in the land If necessary, for my 
attorneys had gone over my figures 
thoroughly and were ready for court 
at any time, and in response to the in­
formation I had to give I asked that 
it be noted on the books that this in­
formation was given by me. This 
would aid me In getting my commis­
sion In case any one objected to my 
getting It from assessments made in 
this manner. 

The law is very plain as to the as­
sessments of shares of corporate 
stocks. Sec. 1320 of the code very 
plainly says that "shares of corporate 
stocks e • • • shall be assessed 
at the principal place of business." In 
the case of the Phillips Fuel Co. and 
the Fowler-Wilson Coal Co. no as­
sessment of shares of capital stock 
has ever been made (that is within 
the last six years.) Yet the former 
company has over $200,000 worth of 
these stocks issued and has had for 
20 years, and within the last ninety 
days have scheduled property to the 

value of over $677,000 with the execu­
tive council of the state, fend this prop­
erty was appraised by competent men 
acting under oath. Their highest as­
sessment during the last five years 
that I have been able to find, is $38,-
000, and this year only $20,000. 

The Fowler-Wilson Co. is incorpo­
rated with an authorized capital of 
$50,000; principal place of business— 
Ottumwa, Iowa, and therefore their 
capital Btock 1b assessed in Ottumwa. 
It. matters not where they hold prop­
erty; their corporate shares are as­
sessable In Ottumwa. In ascertaining 
the value c* tftese shares they are al­
lowed to deduct the assessed value of 
their real estate located anywhere in 
the state, from the gross capital In­
vested, and this gives the taxable 
value of their shares In Ottumwa. See 
sections 1323 and 1324 of the code. 
Real estate owned outside the state is 
not to be taken into account in making 
up this valuation. 

The Roseland Coal Co. comes under 
the head of grain, ice and coal dealers. 
See section 1315 of the code: "Grain, 
ice and coal dealers shall be assessed 
on the average amount of capital used 
in conducting their business." This is 
explicit and places them in the same 
class as a merchant, except they are 
to be assessed on the average amount 
of capital used in conducting their 
business because of the transient na­
ture of their merchandise, while a mer­
chant is assessed on the average value 
of his goods during the year because 
the goods are always in sight. 

Mr. Gilmore quotes an opinion hand­
ed down by the United States su­
preme court in a book case In New 
York in 18G6. Since that time the coun­
try has grown wonderfully and the leg­
islature of Iowa has found it necessary 
to enact laws to meet the changed con­
ditions. For example: National banks 
are assessed to the Individual stock­
holder; state and savings banks are 
assessed on their capital stocks, sur­
plus and undivided profits, and private 
banks are assessed on reports they 
are required to furnish the county 
auditor, while other corporations, as 
the above, are to be assessed in the 
manner I have stated above. In the 
case of the Ottumwa Railway & Ldgbt 
Co. it Is simply a case of mathematics. 
They purchased this plant in Decem­
ber, 1905, paying in cash and bonds 
assumed, and commissions, $731,680. 
They were assessed January 1, 190C, 
less than thirty days after, at $116,000. 
Since then they have bonded the plant 
for $1,500,000, and have sold ?art of 
the bonds. Now they are assessed at 
$225,000. 

Mr. Gilmore is mistaken in saying 
that I stated that I was not acquainted 
with the value of the Morrell packing 
plant. I did say that as this was class­
ed as a manufacturing concern wo 
would ljave to get at the assessable 
value by deduction. These manufactur­
ing plants are assessed on the average 
amount of raw material used In mak­
ing up the manufactured article. 

The'value of this raw material must 
of necessity vary from time to time or 
from year to year, hence as I said be­
fore, Its value must be obtained by 
deductions. 

There are many other firms as well 
as individuals who are just as culpable 
as those mentioned above and more so 
perhaps, because they are not of equal 
benefit to the community in general. 
Such,- for instance, as the party who 
will by stocks and mortgages and 
withhold the assignment from record 
so the assessor cannqt find it, or the 
one who keeps his money in bank at 
small interest and withholds it from 
the assessor, or the farmer who under­
values his land, but none of these ex­
cuse the other. 

I have gone into this subject more 
fully than I otherwise should but for 
the fact that so many are not inform­
ed on the tax question and are prone 
to look with disfavor on any attempt 
to make these large concerns hear 
tlreir just share of the burden of gov­
ernment. My attorneys have their 
briefs ready and if we could get proper 
assessments made by the proper offi­
cers we could put into the county 
treasury at least $50,000 that should 
have been paid in years ago. In any 
event the county is protected by our 
bond from any expense that may be 
incurred. 

Respectfully submitted, 
D. B. Davidson. 

THE OF 

Mr. Editor, Dear Sir: I noticed a 
communication from R. H. Moore in 

. the Tri-Weekly Courier of April 16, 
under the caption of the Tax Ferret 
Now Mr. Moore seemed very much op­
posed to the tax ferret, whom he 
claims is trying to cripple some of the 
industries in Wapello county. Now in 
all consistency, why does not Mr. 
Moore include the grand Jury with the 
tax ferret. The grand jury is regular­
ly interfering with a certain class of 
business enterprises, crippling some 
badly, destroying some, and driving 
others beyond the border of our fair 
county. The interference on the part 
of tb<* grand jury gives as 
much/ ^tlse for condemnation as that 
of the tax ferret. Surely no honest cit­
izen who believes in an equitable dis­
tribution of the burden of taxation 
and common honesty could condemn 
the tax ferret and uphold the grand 
jury, aB both are hunting up violators 
of the law and trying to bring them 
to the bar of justice and that only. 
Both make mistakes at times, it is 
true. It is human to err. but those 
errors are corrected and the victor is 
vindicated, as false indictments, 
whether rendered by the grand jury 
or . a tax ferret fail to convict for lack 
of facts to sustain it. The tax ferret 
tries to and generally succeeds in com­
pelling thg dishonest villian who pur-
jures himself in order to evade paying 
his Just share of taxation, to pay in 
full, and if there is any fault to be 
found it would lay against the grand 
jury for not looking up these evaders 
and find a bill against them for 
perjury. But of all absurd proposi­
tions, • it would be to require a man 
who in running for office, to pledge 
himself in favor of the tax dodger, who 
even baffles the skill of the expert tax 
ferret and how Mr. Moore could hope 
to get the great, mass of the people 
to vote against their one interest 
when there is not in all probability 
more than one in 500 of the tax payers 
in the county who try to evade their 
tax and could not, even if they were 
so inclined, from the fact that their 
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taxable property is such that they 
could not conceal it from the assessor. 
A great many are paying taxes on 
their homes which are not wholly paid 
for, they paying taxes on their indebt­
edness. Surely they would not vote 
for a man pledged to foster the in­
terests of the wealthy shark who is 
willing to purjure himself in order to 
evade paying his just proportion of 
taxation and thus increase the bur­
den on the citizen of moderate ac­
cumulations, together with the great 
bulk of our wealthy citizens, who 
have no grievance with the tax ferret. 
Why? Because they are honest and 
would not entertain for one moment 
the thought of evasion. O, no, Mr. 
Moore, I think that on second thought 
you will see clearly that the class 
that are aggrieved by the tax ferret, 
like those who are annoyed by the 
grand jury and the • criminal courts, 
are a very undesirable class and the 
more vigilant the tax ferret and 
grand juries are the better it will be 
for all. 

J. H. R. Spllman. 
R. F. D. No. 2, Bldon, la. 

WHOSE NEQLECT WAS IT? 

Dear sir: A recent issue of your 
valuable paper under caption, ' "Are 
Charged With Neglect," mentioned the 
case of the Messenger family of La 
Junta, Colorado. 

Commenting on this caaw, 
Montgomery of Denver states as fol­
lows : 

"B. D. Messenger of La Junta, who 
is not a Christian Scientist, lost three 
little girls, Rose, Etta and Mary, all 
Of whom died under the care of med­
ical doctors. In the case of the child, 
Etta, the court record shows gross 
neglect on the part of the attending 
physician. He was called on January 
8 and given full ,charge of the case. 
He diagnosed the disease to be croup 
and prescribed medicine. The med­
icine was given according to his 
orders. The doctor announced that 
nothing could be done for the child, 
beyond the giving of his medicine and 
he did not visit the patient again for 
four days, when he did so upon the 
urgent request of the father. Although 
he found the child In a critical condi­
tion, he left the case to go to another 
city, returning on January 13, to find 
the child had died during his abstence. 
He had diagnosed the case as croup, 
but signed the burial certificate as 
pneumonia, afterwards declaring in 
court that he thought the child had 
had diphtheria. The court record 
shows that the doctor was negligent in 
not making a culture, in not quaran­
tining the case, in neglecting to visit 
the case for four days, and in leaving 
the city at the tifne of the child's most 
critical illness, admitting on the wit­
ness stand, that he knew the child to 
be dangerously ill. Also that very 
probably due to his failure to make a 
correct diagnosis and his neglect in 
hot warning the parents to guard 
against contagion that the parents and 
the other children became ill with 
diphtheria. 

"All the foregoing facts are shown 
in the court record, a copy of which 
I have on file and any one desiring to 
corroborate the facts, Is invited to ex­
amine the record. 

"The parents, after losing three chil­
dren under the care of physisians, 
finally, in their extremity, their other 
children stricken with the dread dis­
ease, turned wholly to Christian 
Science treatment and forsook ma­
terial remedies. * 

"Two children, Martha and Mabel, 
and the parents were healed by Chris­
tian Science treatment. The remain­
ing child, Arthur, was under Christian 
Science treatment when the local offi­
cer of the bureau of child and animal 
protection, learning that Arthur was 
not receiving medical treatment, and 
being somewhat stirred by the gossip 
of the street, called upon the district 
attorney and had an action brought 
against the parents charging them 
with neglecting their children, where­
by, under the juvenile law of Colorado, 
the children become dependent. This 
neglect as alleged, consisted of failure 
to employ proper medical attention. 
An order was secured from the court 
fprcing the parents to admit a phy­
sician and nurse to attend the sick 
child, Arthur. 

"The defense was that nothing in 
the law3 of Colorado required the em­
ployment of a medical doctor, hence 
the failure to employ one could not 
constitute neglect under the juvenile 
l&ws, 

"Christian Science was not mention 
ed in the action brought by the dis­
trict attorney, in the court order, nor 
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In any of the evidence during the trial.s^:|iy 
Christian Scientists are, however, ln-j 
terested in the case, because they be-
lieve it was unlawful to force medical,.; ^ 
treatment into a home which had^fcp'fi'i 
turned to another system of treat-^ 
ment, as in the case of the child,-ST,1 

Arthur, to Christian Science treat-X? 
ment, especially in view of the fact>%< 
that the two children and the parentB,.?|« 
all of whom had relied entirely uponff»sT ^ 
Christian Science treatment, were^ ~ j| 
healed, while three other children un^w^^ 
der medical treatment died." b 

Three children died under medical,^ 
treatment. The parents and two chlK^1''*^ 
dren healed by Christian Science. 
What was the warrant for state in-^TJf~fa 

terference, and where was the ne-^ 
gleet? Perhaps further conlment would* . 
be superfluous. 

Respectfully, ' 
John L. Rendall, 

Des Moines, la., April 16, 1910. -1 « 

A FARMER ON THE ROADS. ^ ' 
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Editor Courier.— 
Dear Sir.—A friend Invited me to 

take an automobile ride with him to 
Libertyville, Iowa, and being a hard 
working man and not used to luxuries* 
I gladly accepted. 

The road from Ottumwa to Agency^, 
on east Main to the old "Q" right of 
way, was excellent, with the exception 
of a part of the road outside of the 
city limits up to the Agency township 
line. 

East of Agency on the Fairfield road 
for about three miles the road was 
fierce. In a great many places not be­
ing even drained, it was very rough. 
The water could not get out of the 
road were It so inclined, as the mid­
dle of the road In many places is low­
er than the outside of the road and 
therefore filled with mudholes when it 
is rainy and chuck holes when dry. 

These roads could be put in excel*' 
lent condition by very little attention 
by the trustees who have charge of 
the road east of Agency, if they would 
look this matter up and have the road 
worked, which of course they will do 
as soon as they learn It Is in bad con­
dition. V 

The road from about four miles east 
of Agency to Batavia was excellent 
most of the way, however, it needs-
dragging. The best road we struck 
was the two miles of the Fairfield 
road going into Batavia from this di­
rection. I understand that It was 
worked by the rural carriers out oi 
Batavia and the farmers along the 
road. It 1B in excellent condition as 
to drainage, dragging and grading and 
only takes a very little work now with 
the drag to keep it in good condition, 

The road between Batavia and Coun* • 
ty Line shows the effect of good, per* 
sistent, dragging and is 100 per cent 
better than I have ever seen it bo-
fore, as It is naturally a very rough 
road to travel and if the drags had 
not been used this spring it would 
have been almost Impassable. 

From County Line to Libertyville 
the road was good, but the grade was 
not high enough in the center to drain 
the water off quickly. The natural 
conditions are good and the road can 
be kept up without a great deal of, 
expense. There iB not enough drag-. 
ging. If the people would get out. 
when they are not absolutely busy ana, 
drag for a few hours the roads could! 
he kept in good condition without ft 
very great expense. m 

Respectfully, 
A Farmer. n 

* 
• OLIVET. • 

W. B. Rogers moved hta family to 
their new home in Des Moines last 
Tuesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Williams spent last 
Tuesday in Oskaloosa, the guest of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Moody. 

Mrs. William Druse spent the week 
with friends In Des Moines. 

Mrs. James Welch of Knoxville vis­
ited at the J. L. Thompson home this 
W66k» 

Mrs. A. A. Morgan and Mrs. John 
Dolan spent Thursday m Oskaloosa 
shopping. 

J. A. Klepper of Oskalo sa was a 
business caller In town Thursday. 

James Howard of Blythe was in 
town on Friday on mining business. i 

H. Thompson was In Oskaloosa on . 
Friday on business. < 1 

N. A. Anderson of Des Moines was , 
in town Saturday on business. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. Williams entertain- J 
ed Mrs. Dovia Morgan of Des Moines j 
Saturday. ! 

Steward Bartema near town is put- ( 
ting In three-fourths of a mile of tile { 
on his place. | 

John Dolan who has been ill with j 
rheumatism returned to hlB work on 1 
the road Friday. He is 71 years of ag« J 
and has spent 35 years on this section 
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