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, >$ ( SOME MORE TRIPS. 
•. 5,.'• • _____ 

Dear Juniors.—This week we will 
use the two subjects sent In by Juniors 
for a big contest, and we hope that the 
writers will be more careful in their 
composition than many of them were 
In the recent contest, "A Trip Around 
the World." The new subjects follow. 

"A TRIP TO THE MOON." 
«A JOURNEY TO CALIFORNIA." 
This contest is open now and will 

cloe© Monday, Sept. 26. We will not 
say how many words you must use, 
bat we want you to put the number at 
the top of your story. We like brief 
stories best. We will give a surprise 
prise tor the best story and it win 
fes foinsthlng that you all "Will liK®« 

•v THE PRIZE WINNER8. 
t .."<1 . 

Henrietta Plaster is awarded the let­
ter prize for August and Josephine Nor­
ton the prize for "A Trip Around the 
World." Josephine showed that she 
was very painstaking. 

We feel that many of the composers 
wrote their stories in too much of a 
hurry, consequently were very incor­
rect fn their statements, particularly 
in regard to the geographical situation 
of places. We printed the stories Just 
as they were sent in. 

We have another interesting map 
.story today, the map of Maine. 

MAP OP MAINE. _ 

Maine is one of the oldest of the 
T"< .states. Its northern boundary is the 
S' iurthest point north on the eastern 
" side of the United States and the top 

of Maine is further north than Quebec. 
It is claimed that men from Iceland 
discovered Maine about five hundred 
years before Columbus found America, 
but if they did, they did not go there 
to live, so no one knows whether that 
claim Is true or not , AI 

John Cabot and his son, Sebastian, 
Italian navigators in English employ, 
found it in 1497, five years after Co-
Iambus landed in the West Indies- It* 
has many lakes and big woods and lots 
of Ush and game. The moose is found 
in Maine: It Is a big animal like a deer 
only a grant-deal larger, and has "big, 

itlorns. Maine is almost the only 
__ate now In which the moose can be 
found. The hunters are only allowed to 
kill* very few of them each year, be­
cause the people of Maine do not want 

! them all destroyed. 
Augusta is the capital and Portland 

is the biggest city in the state. Isn't it 
' strange, there are two big cities of the 

Bp™* name almost on the same parallel 
and one o< them in the northeastern 
part of the United States and the 
other in the northwestern part of the 
United States. They • are Portland, 
Malxie, and Portland, Oregon. 
• has lots of pine timber and 
it also haa a great many harbors, Port­
land being one of the best. Although 
Portland is very far north, its harbor 
may be used, all winter because the 

fHocean tides rise and fall so far that ice 
"'^'cannot form heavy enough to prevent 

the boats from getting to the wharf. 

. ,r$f THE SOUVENIR CARDS. 
\ ______ 

We will still send souvenir cards for 
all stories or letters appearing in the 
Junior. Write some short stories on 
the following subjects, if yox* do not 
wish to write a letter: 

A PARROT. 
A Q0LDPI8H. 
A 8EPTEMBER RIDE. 

.SEVEN RULES POR THE JUNIORS. 

1. Use one side of the paper only. 
2. Write neatly and legibly, using 

Ink or a sharp lead pencil. 
3. Always sign your name in full 

" and state your age. 
4. Number your pages. 
6. Do not cotfy stories or poetry and 

' send to us as your own work. 
' 6. Always state choice of a prize on 

a separate piece of paper, with name 
: and address in full. 
Yf 1. Address the envelope to Editor, 
" Courier Junior, Ottumwa, Iowa. 

Happy ville 
A toe old place is Happyville; 

, There nice, good children are; 
A place where Joy and fun abound 

fnA ne'er cross words to mar 
The blessed sweetness of the town 

\ Inhere all do smile and never frown. 

It Is a place where evil folk 
Can't even bear to enter. 

For well they know that Happyville 
For Goodness is the center; 

That Happiness and Truth and Love 
Are there reflected from Above. 

If any little children wish 
To Happyville to go, 

They surely must not take a frown 
Or pout with them, you know; 

* For if they should they'd not get in 
- • For Happyville's no place for Sin. 

When Pol ly  
Saved The 

u: ,  Si lver  
Flora and Billy came home one day. 

li*PPy w happy could be. They had 

been spending the day with some 
friends in the country, and wnen they 
ran into their mother's room, Billy 
cried out: "Say, mamma, what do you 
think? We are to have a parrot!" 

"Yes, mamma, a fine talking parrot," 
declared Flora excitedly. 

Mrs. James laid asjde her book and 
asked for particulars. "Come, tell me 
about the prospective bird," she said. 
But a look of uncertainty was in hor 
eyes. 

"Why," explained Billy, "you know 
Mr. Davis has a cousin visiting him 
from a South American republic, and 
he—the cousin, whose name is Mr, 
ijaney—brought with him three fine 
parrots, each a great talker, for Mr. 
Zaney has spent much time in teaching 
them how to speak. Well, Mr. and Mrs 
Davis told Flora and me today that we 
are more than welcome to one of the 
parrots, for they saw how much we 
wanted one. And they don't want but 
two—one for Stella and one for David, 
you know." 

Flora and Billy had been visiting at 
the home of the above-mentioned Mr. 
and Mrs. Davis, for Stella and David 
Davis were their closest friends. 

"Oh, isn't that Just splendid," cried 
Flora, addressing her mother. But 
Mrs. James said rather reluctantly: 
"But, my dears, we don't want a par­
rot—here in town. They are such noisy 
birds. Why, one could keep the whole 
neighborhood awake in the early mora, 
ing. I'm afraid, my children, that 
you'll have to explain to good Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis that while you are most 
grateful for the proferred parrot, you 
are obliged, for good reasons, to fore­
go the pleasure of accepting him. They 
will understand why one cannot have 
a parrot in town, especially when onp 
has such nearby neighbors. We must 
do nothing to bother other people." 

"But," begged Billy, his face falling, 
"the parrot will not bother any one, 
for I'll keep him in my room at night, 
and in the early morning I'll get up 
and put him in a cage and throw a 
dark cloth over it. That will make hjm 
keep quiet, for he'll think it still night. 
Oh. mamma, please let us have him.'' 

"Yes, mamma, if you could see how 
pretty he is, and hear his cute manner 
of talking, you'd want him as much as 
we do," added Flora. "He says 'Hello, 
there. What you after?' and 'Get out, 
you bum.'" 

Mrs. James laughed, and remarked 
that evidently Mr. Zaney had not 
taught the parrots very nice things 
to say. Then she added: "Let's wait 
till papa comes home and have him de­
cide the matter. If he consents to your 
having the parrot I shall not object. 
But—we'll have to keep the noisy fel­
low auiet of early mornings.' 

"I'll see to that." said Billy, kissing 
his mother for half-giving her consent 
to their having the parrot. "And I'm 
sure papa will say 'yes.'" 

That evening at the supper table 
the matter of the parrot was talked 
over. At first Mr. James shook his 
head. "No sonny," he said to Billy, 
who had asked him aoout the bird. "A 
parrot is a great nuisance. He is 
loud and ungovernable." 

"But a parrot is the cutest, Just the 
cutest thing in the world." said Flora. 
And—you'd must love this one if you 

could see him and hear him talk, 
daddy." 

Mrs. James looked at if about to 
yield, and her glance at her husband 
caused him to say: "Well bring him 'n 
if you think you can manage him so 
as to have no complaints from the 
neighbors. But, if he oecomes too 
bothersome, well, you must be recon­
ciled to parting from him. We will 
explain it that way to good Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis." 

"Oh, thank you, papa," said Billy. 
"Yes, thank you, papa, dear," added 
Flora, running to her father's side and 
hugging and kissing him warmly. 
"You're the bestest daddy in the 
world." 

"But he's made bo by the bestest 
momsey," said Billy, rising and hug­
ging his mother affectionately. "Rem­
ember, it's mamma's glance behind 
the throne that makes the king of the 
James realm bo easily brought to 
terms." 

Then they all laughed and the meal 
was completed in the usual happy 
manner, for the four James—father, 
mother, son and daughter—were .he 
best of comrades. 

The very next day Billy took a big 
basket and went out to the farm of 
Mr. Davis. 'He got the parrot and 
came home victoriously. "Isn't he a 
danay:' he asked of his mother as he 
placed the fine fellow on a perch that 
had ueen bought that morning by 
Flora. » y 

'"Yes he's nice parrot;" agreed 
Mrs. James. "I suppose he is too 
much frightened by his new surround­
ings to talk-for a few days. But he'll 
soon become acquainted with us." 

But hardlv had Mrs. James said 
this when Mr. Parrot called out in a 
lusty voice: "Hello, there! What you 
after?" Of course, Mrs. James and the 
children laughed merrily at the new 
airrival, whom they decided *o call by 
the name of "Dandy." And all t.aat 
afternoon the neighbors' children were 
coming in to get acquainted with 
Dandy. "Isn't he just too cut3 for 
anything?" said Lily Travers, one of 
Flora's girl chums. 

"Oh. he's a perfect darling," said 
Nellie Bryant, another of Flora's "best 
friends." And all the neighbors de­
clared Dandy would not annoy them in 
the least, even though he did get to 
talking of early mornings. The first 
night of Dandy's stay in the James' 
house it was decided that he should 
be left in the kitchen, as that part of 
the house was the farthest removed 
from the sleeping rooms and the 
fellow's early talking wotiia not wake 
the family before their usual hour for 
rising. And Dandy seemed a calm, 
gentle bird, much to the relief of 
Billy and Flora, who feared he might 
become very boisterous during the 
first days and cause some disturbance. 

So, in the kitchen, in a nice dark 
corner where he might sleep on his 

perch to his heart's desire, sat Dandy. 
And from his aspect he liked his new 
quarters very much. It had been de­
cided that he Bhould not know the con­
finement of a cage if he behaved him­
self while enjoying his complete free 
dom. But In Billy's room was a spac­
ious cage to be Used if necessary. 

The night wore away and Dandy 
slept on his perch, dreaming, no doubt, 
of the things he loved best. Towards 
morning—perhaps an hour before 
dawn—there was a slight stir at the 
kitchen window, and a moment later 
the Bash was forced up and a dark 
form crept into the room. Dandy, 
who was a light sleeper, awoke with 
the first noise at the window and sat 
on his perch as quiet as a mouse, his 
keen eyes on the intruder as he en­
tered through the open window and 
proceeded to the dining room. There 
Dandy lost sight of him, bui evidently 
his mind was busy with thoughts of. 
him, for he remained very quiet for 
some minutes. Then of a sudden he 
yelled out in the lustiest of lusty 
voices, "Hello, there! What are you 
after! Get out, you bum!" 

There ensued a scramble, and the 
dark form that had come in through 
the window so quietly a few seconds 
before went head first out through it 
pellmell. And behind him he left a 
bag of heavy, metal that clanked on 
the kitchen floor when he dropped it. 
Dandy, still excited, kept on crying 
out: "Get out, you bum." 

The noise awoke Mr. James, and he 
came running downstairs. Soon he 
had a light in both dining room and 
kitchen, and there—on the floor of the 
latter—he picked up an old cloth bag 
from which he pulled forth his own 
silver tableware, the solid silver 
spons, tea things and soup tureen, be­
sides many other smaller bits of fine 
old family silver. Then the truth 
dawned upon Mr. James. Dandy had 
frightened away a burglar who had 
mistaken his cries for those of a man, 
for Dandy articulated marvelously 
well. And in going, the burglar had 
thrown away his plunder, fearing to 
be caught with It in his possession. 

Mr. James soon had the family 
about him, standing open-mouthed in 
their amazement. A burglar had been 
in the house while they lay peace­
fully sleeping. And dear Dandy —the 
newcomer—had saved the family sil­
ver! It was almost too good of him 
—a mere bird who had not been too 
welcome in the house. 

"Well, I say, Billy and Flora," de­
clared Mr. Janes, assisting his wife to 
look over the silver to find if any of 
it was missing, "that bird has proven 
himself well worth his, keep. He's a 
hero thiB night." 

"Ah, I knew you'd be glad to own 
him," cried Billy. "He saved us sev­
eral hundred dollars' worth of silver, 
didn't he?" 

"Yes, but not so much the value of 
the silver," said Mr. Davis, "for that 
could be replaced. But he saved old 
family plate that,* had it been stolen, 
could never have been replaced." 

And Dandy, sitting blinking on his 
perch in the kitchen, cried out in a 
voice which smacked of impatience at 
the noise going on at that unseemly 
hour: "Get out. you bum!" 

"A warning tnat we'd better go to 
bed, and let our guard sleep," said 
Mr. James,-smiling. 

»•»•» •» 

miles in a half hour. I rode with 
Walter Sohreiber. The name of the 
automobile I rode in was the Over­
land. I guess I will cIobjb and eat my-
dinner. 

Floy E. Young, age 10, 
R. F. D. No. 7, Chariton, la. 

A 8UMMER VACATION. 

Dear Editor: 
This is the first time I have ever 

written tp the Courier, and I thought 
I would write about a summer vacation 
on the farm. 

I went out to uncle Joe's. My cousin 
Mary and I went after the cows morn­
ing noon and night. I soon learned the 
chores of the country, which are feed 
the horses, bed them at night, water 
them and get the fuel in for morning, 
slop and feed the hogs and water the 
cows. 

For pets to play with there were 
cats, dogs, and a pony. Mary and I 
play with the dolls and hitch Snider 
the colt up and take the dolls out rid­
ing. Going after the mall of morning 
we found many wild flowers and made 
wreaths out of thiem. We made a play­
house which contained many things. 
Going after the cows we waded in the 
creek 

Eva Winders, age lb, 
Zearing, Iowa. 

WHAT A JUNIOR CAN DO WITH A 
PAIR OP SCIS80RS. ~ 

Mary was little girl about six years 
old. She had every thing she wanted 
but a pair of scissors. 

One day her mother went up town 
and Mary wanted to go too, but her 
mother said, "No," and Mary staid at 
home. 

She waited a long time for her 
mother to come and she ran to meet 
her and her mother handed her a 
bundle and in it was two yards of 
cloth, a pair of scisBor and a pretty 
little doll. Mary made a dress for 
her doll and then she cut out Bome 
paper dolls and then she made some 
furniture out of pasteboard. 

Emma DavidBon, age 13, 
123 Janney Street, Ottumwa, la. 

A TRIP AROUND THE WORLD. 

•TORIES—LETTERS 

A TRIP AROUND THE WORLD. 

"Oh, I can't get my geography les­
son!" I cried, bringing my clinched fist 
down upon the book. "There is no use 
of trying. Why, how can I remember 
what Amsterdam is noted for; whax 
the chief product of the people of Bra­
zil, or the prevailing religion of the 
Chinese. So I'm not going to try." 

So saying, I settled myself for a nap. 
Outside the rain was continually 

pouring, and as no one was at home, 
it seemed the best thing to sleep. 

Presently I felt a touch on my 
shoulder, and looking up I beheld a 
beautiful lady in white. 

"Come!" she said, "and visit the ob­
jects of interest." 

I followed her somewhat reluctantly 
through the streets of Boston to the 
harbor. The next thing I knew I was 
aboard the steamer, which was soon 
moving across the blue waters. 

A week late found me at Liverpool. 
MV guardian took me all over the city 
and I was pleased to find everything 
just as my books described it. 

Later, we took the train to London. 
There I was presented to the king and 
queen. I visited the Edinburgh castle 
and also the Thames river, and then 
departed for Paris. 

This city is a great society center 
and is very beautiful. It is greatly 
noted for its art and music. 

The next stop was at Brussels, 
which it famous for its rugs and laces. 

The cities I visited later were Am­
sterdam, Berlin, Stockholm, Christiana, 
Berne, Vienna, St. Petersburg and Na­
ples. 

Then, reaching Asia, I visited the 
viceroy of India, the yellow-skinned 
Chinese, the schools of Japan and last, 
the city of Manila. 

Then bidding good-bye to Eurasia, 
we crossed over to Africa, stopping on 
the way at Jerusalem. 

As for Africa, I have not time to tell 
of the great sandy deserts or the dia­
monds and ivory found there. 

The months that followed were spent 
in visiting South America and Aus­
tralia. These countries resembled each 
other in their great forests and wild 
animals. But I found them both inter­
esting and would like to visit them 
again. 

When I had reached Boston again 
my lady disappeared and I awoke. 

Lillian Isaacson, aged 13. 
Agency, la. 

MY FIRST AUTOMOBILE RIDE. 

When the Juniors write about "A 
Trip Around the World" they will 
have to acquire some knowledge of 
geography. I think that when people 
are going abroad for pleasure they had 
better travel and know about their 
own country before they go abroad. 

I will tell about the largest city in 
the United ^cates, which is New York 
city. It is a very much crowded city. It 
has many beautiful residences, most 
of which are on the west side. The 
slums of New York I will not try to 
describe. Some places arfe more ter­
rible than others. When you are visit­
ing the slums of New York it Is not 
safe to go alone to some places. In the. 
lower parts-of New York and on the 
Bowery you can see people of almost 
every country in the world—Chinese, 
Germans, Italians and Spanish. , 

Of course you know that in the 
southern and southeastern section of 
the United States, most of our cotton, 
sugar cane, tobacco, rice and oranges 
are grown. , 

There is a very lmgge cave in Ken­
tucky, Mammoth cave by name. , 

Most of our minerals are mined in 
the western section of the United 
States. 

In the central part of the United 
States most of our wheat, corn, bar­
ley and other grains are raised. 

Canada is much larger than the 
United States and Alaska combined. 

Hudson Bay is a large body of water 
in Canada. Canada is owned by Great 
Britain and is ruled by a governor-gen-
eral, who is appointed by the king of 
England and who lives In Canada. 

I will now leave North America and 
travel over the ocean to the British 
Isles* 
' I first see Ireland; its cool green 
pastures and meadows. Dublin is the 
capital. 

I then go to London, the capital of 
England. It is the largest city in the 
world. It is a much more crowded city 
than New York city. There are people, 
people everywhere. 

Paris"! s the city of fashion and is the 
capital of France. 

But of all the countries of Europe, I 
would like to visit Switzerland best. I 
would love to> pee the Alps, which are 
capped with snow. I would love to see 
the St. Bernard dogs. I would also love 
to gaze at the scenery and to pick the 
flowers. I shouldn't mind seeing the St 
Gotthard pass. 

Germany Is a country full of music, 
knowledge and beautiful scenery. 

I have read "Last Days of Pompeii" 
so I would love to see Italy. 

Australia Is the country that is get­
ting rich in sheep raising. Gold Is also 
found In Australia. The civilization of 
this country is progressing rapidly. 

Gold is also found along the Amazon 
river in South America. Coffee, spices, 
tobacco, indigo, cotton, cinchona sugar 
and some rice are the chief products. 

I would like to travel through cer­
tain parts of Africa, especially Egypt 
I would like also to visit the Transvaal 
colqny and Orange River colony to see 
where the diamonds are found. No vis­
itors are admitted in the building 
where they sort and clean the dia­
monds. 

- Vlda Wahle, aged 12. 
110 E. Court St., Ottumwa. 

GENEVA'S VISIT TO OTTUMWA. 

other theater. They were both good. 
We did not get home until about 10 
o'clock. The next morning I ironed ana 
in the afternoon we went out to my 
aunt's who lives out in the country. 
The next day we went out to our 
cousins and we had a good time ana 
my cousin came after us. The next day 
was Thursday which was show day. 
My brother and I went with our 
cousin to the office to see the parade. 
In the afternoon we went to the show. 
It made the second show I was to, but 
I thought both of them were good. We 
had to go home the next day. and we 
stopped at Blakesburg. We went to 
my aunt's and stayed there until papa 
came after us. Mamma, my brother 
and my sister went and we all had a 
fine time. Would like to have gone to 
the Courier office but I did not get to. 
Some things that grow in California 
are pears, peaches, apples, plums, 
grapes, oranges, bananas, strawber­
ries, raisins, currants, tea, pineapples, 
cocoanut, lemons, apricots, muskmel-
ons, tomatoes, watermelons, wheat ana 
oats, 

Geneva 8mithburg, 
R. No. 2, Blakesburg, la. 

FLEDA'8 BIRTHDAY PARTY. 

Fleda was a little girl six years old. 
She wanted to hav« a party but mama 
said parties cost a great deal of money 
so she went off to kindergarten at 7 
o'clock and the other children did not 
have to go to school until 8. "Fleda 
don't understand why she can't have a 
party same as Florence and Mabel' 
said Alfred. "I wonder" began Julia, 
and stopped. 

"Julia is wondering," laughed Mary, 
now we'll have something grand. 
Fleda came home that night, but 

never suspected & party. "She must 
stay up late tonight,' 'they said, "for 
tomorrow is her birthday. The other 
children went to bed at 6:30 and Fleda 
was allowed to stay up until 8 and she 
wondered why but mamma told her 
many delightful stories that she for­
got all about it. Next morning Fleda 
did not awake until the other children 
were up and away to the fields re­
turning with their baskets full of gold-
enrods. That afternoon her little 
friends all came and played until 5 
o'clock when they went home saying 
they had a good time. I would like to 
exchange cards with some of the Jun­
iors. 

Geneva Belveal, 
R. No. 2 Floris, la. 

man. We went awfully fast. None of 
us was scared for we knew we had 
a good hand to run it. When we came 
back Dorothy, cousin Dan, Will, Lizzie, 
Lottie, Anna, Leona, Tay and myself 
went for a ride around the race track 
and to Chautauqua grounds, and 
away out in the country. When we 
were coming home a tire burst and 
Will and Dan soon fixed it, as cousin 
Will works in the shop. It was about 
6 o'clock when we got' home. We will 
not forget it aa It was our first auto ride 

Mary Palfreyman, : 
R. F. D. No. 1, Lucas, Iowa. 

SARAH LIKES 8CHOOL. 

The Courier Junior.—I am a little 
girl seven years old. I go to school and 
my teacher's name is Miss Hardy. 

There are fourteen scholars go to 
school. 

Two of my playmates are Hazel Liv­
ingston and Dorothy Myers. 

I like to go to schdbl. 
I have several pets. Some of them 

are a pet fox, four kittens and a pet 
turkey. 

My pet fox's name is Brownie and 
.the names of my kittens are White 
Face, Star, Spot and Tray. 

I live three miles from Belknap. 
/ Sarah Snow, aged 7. 

: ' Belknap, la. 

"A TRIP AROUND THE WORLD." 

I think it would be very pleasant to 
,take a trip around the world. 

Whoever would take a trip around 
the world, I think would enjoy it. 

I know I would. 
It would be a great deal of pleasure 

for a lot of the Courier Juniors to all 
go together and all be dressed In some 
lovely color. 

I am sure we would have fun. We 
could go part.of the way by railway 
and part way on a ship. 

We could see so many things that 
we read and hear about and It would 
surprise us to s«ue how beautiful they 
are. 

Your Junior friend, 
Eva May Leeson. 

Chillicothe, la., Box 35. 

MARION LIVE8 NEAR SCHOOL. 

Dear Editor: 
I live on a farm of 120 acres and 

only have to go a quarter of a mile to 
school. I help drive the cows to the 
pasture nearly every morning. I have 
three sisters and two brothers. My 
sisters names are Juanita, Geneva, 
Mildred and' my brothers names are 
Everett and Frederick. I would like to 
exchange post cards with some of the 
Juniors. 

Marlon Belveal, age 8, 
R. No. 2, Floris, la. 

MILDRED'S SISTER 
HER. 

WRITE8 FOR 

Dear Editor: ' ' 
I am a little girl 5 years old and I 

can't write so my sister has to write 
for me. For pets I have three cats and 
some little chickens. Some times I 
help drive the cows to the pasture and 
ride the horses to .water every 'time.. 

Mildred Belveal, age 5, 
F. No.. 2, Floris, la. 

WITH 

My first automobile ride was a very 
pleasant one. I rode about twelve 

Dear Editor: 
As I have seen many interesting 

stories in the Junior page I will try 
and write. I will tell you about my visit 
to Ottumwa. My cousin was visiting 
us and we went home with her Sun 
day evening. We got there about 6:80 
in the evening and the next morning I 
helped my aunt wash and in the after­
noon I went with my cousins over to 
their father's office and after that we 
went home. My cousin and my brother 
and I went to a theater and then my 
brother went home and we went to an-

NANCY LOVES TO PLAY 
DOLLS. 

Dear Editor: 
As I have not written before I will 

write. For pets I have one dog, six 
kittens and three dolls. I like to play 
with dolls. I have one sister and one 
brother. I go to the Cleveland school. 
My teacher is Miss Sigler. I go visit 
my friend Ruth Dean. I have lots of 
fun with Ruth. I am a little girl seven 
years old. We. have two horses. I ride 
horse back sopie times. We take the 
Tri-Weekly Courier. 

Nancy Marchand, age 7, 
Eldon, la., R. No. 2. 

RUTH'S FIRST LETTER TO THE 
JUNIOR. 

EVA WANTS WILDA TO ANSWER 
LETTER. 

i 
Miss Wilda Conger, Fairfield, la. 

Dear Junior Friend: I thought that I 
would write you a letter through the 
Junior and would like for you to write 
me one and have It put in the Junior. 

I have received a few very pretty 
postal cards from you and send you 
many thanks. How may cards have 
you? I have over 100. Do you receive 
much mail? F do. Yesterday, I got a 
letter from one of my friends, Grace 
Welsh, two very pretty cards from the 
editor of the Courier Junior and a let­
ter from my cousin, Pearl Huffman. 
She Is coming out to visit us next 
Saturday and stay until Sunday. I 
will be very glad. 

Well Wilda I would like for you to 
answer my letter through the Junior 
as soon as you can. 
' Elva Huffman, age 13, 

Chiiicothe, la. 

we pass through we may see many af 
the exiles toiling away their lives. 
From here we go to China, the 
Chinese people are very ignorant and 
have queer ways of living. Much rice 
and tea are raised in China. They ' v 
have very queer wheel-barrows. . > - , 

From here we went to Japan which ;. 
is very small island. The inhabi- ^ 
tants are very small, and dark with 
almond shaped eyes. 

From here we take a ship back to •-
America, and land in California after '; 
six or seven days ride. Most all of , v 
the oranges and other dellcatu fruits i 
are raised here. It is warm here the ' 
year around. After visiting here a f 
while we went to Denver. Coming 
from California to Denver we go ? 
througn many tunnels. 

After we arrived in Denver we ars > 
welcomed by a large arch which con- ® 
tains over two thousand lights which % 
forms the word "Welcome." 

We shall now start for Kansas City V1 

and go to the beautiful electric park ' 
which contains over two million 
electric lights. We visit here awhile ^ 
and then board a train, for Ottumwa r '> 
and are very glad to get. home again ^ 
from our trip around the world. - ; 

Loretto Stoessel, * 4 

226 MadlsoU Ave., Ottumwa, Iowa; 

JUNE LIKE8 HOR8EBACK RIDING. *1 

Dear Editor: 
I think it is much fun to ride horse 

back. Not long ago my cousin Faye A 
Grimes came over to our house to stay ! \ 
a while. We rode horse back nearly 
every day. * M 

I think "A Trip > to California" would 
be a good subject to write on. 

June Watkins, age 10, 
Albla, la., R. No. 6.*, 

VIDA ANSWERS JUANITA'S LET-
TER. 

Miss Juanita Belveal, Floris, la. * '* 
.. I?ear Friend:—I read the nice letter 
that you wrote to me in the Courier a , 
Junior and will now answer it. When, 
does my school commence, you asked. j>', 
It has already commenced. It com-
menced last Monday. I have three £»'" 
teachers, Miss Reynolds, the* principal; 
is my history and arithmetic teacher.*^ 
Miss Metz is my grammar teacher 
and Miss Grimmar is my English Y 
teacher. I like them all splendidly. I RO % 
to the Lincoln school. What grade are ^ -
you in at school ?. I am in the last part 
of the seventh grade now andl will go j 
to the eighth grade Christmas. I live ?" 
real close to Mabel Root, a Junior girl, 
I nearly always go out to the country. Z 
during the vacation time. \ -

Vida Wahle, age 12, v '; \ 
110 E. Court St., Ottumwa, 
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VIRGINIA AS IT; IS NOW. ... 

Dear Editor: 
This is my first letter to the Junior. 

I am 9 years of age. I love to read the 
Junior page. My' friend wrote to the 
Junior. For pets I have a chicken. I 
go to the Cleveland school. I am In the 
fourth grade and will soon be in the 
fifth grade. I study reading, arithmetic, 
physiology, grammar and spelling. My 
papa takes the Tri-Weekly Courier. 

Ruth Dean, 
R. No. 2, Eldon, Iowa. 

HER FIR8T LETTER. 

Dear Editor: ' 
I thought U would write a letter to 

the Courier Junior as I have never 
written before. I like to read the little 
boys and girls' letters. I have several 
little kittens, chickens and'bantams. 
My twin sister 1b golne to write to 
the Junior. I like to ride on a train. My 
studies at school are reading, writing, 
arithmetic, language, music, spelling 
and geography. I am in the fifth grade* 

Some of the good things that grow 
in California are bananas, lemonst 
prunes and dates. ' 

Ila Lourene Foster, age 9, -
R. No. 6, Chariton, la. 

MAY WRITES OF HER ALBIA 
VISIT. 

Dear Editor and Juniors: 
Well, as I have been visiting in Al­

bla and arrived Tuesday evening, will 
write "about the nice time I had. We 
went Friday morning and arrived at 
my annt Margaret's at 10:30. My uncle 
Samuel and cousin Dorothy were to 
meet us. After dinner my two cousins 
Leona and Fay came down. They 
both have bicycles. I learned to rldo 
them. They staid for supper and, then 
Leona, Fay, Dorothy and my dearest 
little cousin Marcella, who is two and 
one-half years, my cousin Lottie and 
cousin Lizzie, the mother of Dorothy 
and Marcella, all went to the moving 
picture show. The next day we played 
and had a good time. The day after 
that was Sunday, so we went to Bun-
day school. Cousin Lottie is Lois 
Grlffen's Sunday school teacher. That 
day we took dinner at Lizzie's cousin 
and couBin Tyill Powell's house, and 
we enjoyed It very mtfch. At dinner 
cousin Will said he was going to take 
us for an auto ride. So after dinner 
we got In the auto and went to Hite-

A TRIP AROUND THE WORLD. 

We shall now start for a trip around 
the world. We shall s'tart next week 
and go by way of Chicago and "Great 
Lakes." 

At Chicago we.ride on the elevated 
railway which is very grand indeed, 
we also see many beautiful parks and 
buildings. 

From here we get on a boat at Lake 
Michigan, and go through all the 
great lakes to the Hudson river and 
ride on the Hudson river until we 
come to New York, and just before we 
get to New York we see the Nlagaga 
Falls which is a very beautiful sight. 
New York is next to the largest city 
In the yorld, and Is very much noted 
for its skyscrapers. 

We board a ship here for Europe 
and sail for about six days, then we 
land at Liverpool. It takes about 
four hours to go from Liverpool to 
London. London is the largest city 
in the world. They have immense 
fogs there. There is a very large 
bridge in London which crosses the 
Thames river. They have very tew 
street cars, and use underground 
railways instead. London is the capi-
tol of the "British Isles." 

We now leave London for Scotland 
which is noted for its moss oovereu 
mountains and beautiful scenery 
From here we shall go to Ireland, 
which is oalled the "Emerald Isle" 
because It is green the year around on 
acount of the moist climate. 

We will next go to Germany which 
Is called "The Country of Art and 
music," many of the best Amer< sn 
artists and musicians studied in Ger­
many. The Germans choose their own 
law-makers. All through Germany 
we may see a great many windmills 
which are used to pump off the sur­
plus water which gathers there. 

Now we shall start for the Scandi­
navian country. It is very cold up here 
ahd best of all we see the northern 
lights which are beautiful at about 
midnight. 

We shall now visit "Switzerland" In 
Switzerland there are many beautiful 
scenery, all of the fine embroideries 
are made In Switzerland. 

The Alps are in Switzerland. 
From Switzerland we-went to France. 

The land in France is well cultivated 
and many good things are grown there. 
The women there go to some river bank 
and wash. France is a republic 
country. 

,We shall now go acrees the bound­
ary to Spain which is noted for its 
fine wine distilleries, and the "Rock 
of Gibraltar." 

From here we shall go to a pen-
nisula called Italy. The Pope lives 
there in a large Vatican which con­
tains over one thousand'rooms. Most 
of the organ-grinders come fram Italy. 

Fnom Italy we shall go to Russia, 
this country,1s larger than all Europe 
There are many great churches there 
The ruler Is called the Czar. 

From here we shall go to Siberia 
where all the Russian exiles are, as 

iff 

Virginia is situated over in the cast-
em part of the United States. Agricul-
ture is the chief industry. The state "V 
produces a large quantity of tobacco. 
The peanut crop is large. There are 
valuable coal and iron mines. A United 
States navy yard is located at Nor- , T 
folk. This city has a fine harbor and is sVa 
an important shipping point for coal, * 
cotton, lumber and fish, also peanuts. 

Richmond is the capital and fs sit- J/' 
uated in the eastern part of Virginia ^ 
on the James river. Richmond manu-
ftcures much tobacoo. Potatoes, straw-
berries and peaches and early veg£- " 
tables are also grown in Virginia. Salt; *^* 
lead, copper ,zinc, and a little gold and *•? v 
silver is mined. The wealth of Virginia^ %. 
is about four million. x 

Vida Wahle, age 12, ' 
110 E. Court St., Ottumwa, IaP » 
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SOME BIRD8 I KNOW. "fc ' 

The earliest birds that come In ttfe^^ ^ I 
spring are the robin and the blue bird. L 
The robin loves to build its nest near^ j 
peoples homes. Later comes £fre tiny 4 1 

wren. The beautiful wild canary with-
Its yellow and black coat sings nearly ' 
as sweet as our tame canary. We have 
both the meadow and the sky lark. Thei.'i 
pretty brown thrush and the saucy cat . 
bird. The modest little song sparrow 
that builds its nest on the ground, and ^ 
its cousin the impudent English spar.--
row that drives off our other birds. The-I 
shy wild dove with her lonesome notes jg 
and the quail with his cherry "Bob 
White.'' The beautiful oriole that hides 
its nest in the pear trees. And the ^ \ 
black bird with his shiny plumage. The '' 
wood pecker, and the blue jay stay all t< h 
winter. There is another bird I know x'y 'f 
best of all. It Is our darling, • tame ^V<: 

Hartz Mountain canary. He is a bright ' * / 
lemon color. He sings all day and some ^-s. /•; 
times when the lights are lit at night, 

Josephine Norton, age 14. 
Melrose, Iowa. J 

MY SUNDAY 8CH00L PICNIC. 
V* J*" 

July 16 was a bright hot day, so hot j 
the men did not care whether they * 
worked in the fields or not. So it was 
decided that we would have our Sun­
day school picnic in Fernando Wl'eel-^ 
er's pasture, which was a splendid L

r-X 
place. Those who were going were 
as follows: Mr. and Mrs. Harv? Latta, 
Lee Latta and family, C. P. Allen and'* 
family, D. C. Huff and family, Sam , 
Bryan and family, Sherman Quigley , „ 
and wife, R. O. Woods and wife, Sher­
man Urich and family, Thomas Adams 
and wife, F. E. Wheeler, sister \ and 
mother, John Halnes'and family, Fin " 
Haines and wife, Guy Haines and 
wife, Keye Shepherd and family, Mrs. v\' 
Ivy Long and son Allen, Wm. Quigley 
and family, Abe Martin and family, 
Charles Williams and family, John 
Cayton and family, Will Albright and . 
family and some more-of our Sunday? 
school folks. 

We all took our dinners and had a ^, 
good time. We started about 11 o'clock . 
and as soon as we got there we had ' 
our dinner. We had chicken, pork,, 
sandwiches, beef, dried beef, cake and 
pie, Ice cream, fruits of all kinds, 
cheese and crackers, peanuts and " 
candy, bread and butter, and lemon', jwj 
ade. I think we had plenty to. eat., » 
After dinner the women visited while 
the men and boys went swimming and 
we girls went and gathered hickory 
leaves and made hats and fans of' 
them. 

About 4 o'clock the men came up 
from the creek and had the biggest' 
cat flsh I ever saw. It weighed thirty-
two pounds. 

Hattie Allen, age 15, 
R F. D. No. 1, Belknap, la. 
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