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,* REFORMING THE COURT. 
I The New York Evening Port is In-
gftnyi to be puzzled by the announce
ment that the supreme court of the 
United States has devised rules tor 
^iMny the administration of justice 
in the federal courts more speedy and 
less costly. The way in which this 
reform has been brought about makes 
the Post very suspicious of It. It is 
not the way the people 'have been 
told from the stump the reforms in the 
judiciary should be brought about. 
for instance the Post finds that judges 
have been giving a great deal of pa
tient labor to the problem. They have 
conferred with each other and with 
legal experts; have had a large mass 
of legal evidence before them, which 
they have painstakingly sifted, and 
have carefully studied the various pro
posals for improvement laid before 
them. They have taken their time 
about it, too, and have been cautious. 
The Post with a touch of fine irony 
then adds: "But the country knows 
very well that judicial reform cannot 
be brought about in any such pussy 
footed way. The thing to do, as we 
have been told over and over again, 
Is to let loose a hurricane upon the 
courts, to get the crowd to teach the 
judges how to decide, and to make an 
end at once of the law's delays by tak
ing a popular vote in every case which 
it is desired to hurry to a conclusion. 
With all these new principles firmly 
fixed in the citizen's mind, he will 
know what to think of the pretense 
that by study and patience and trained 
intelligence a reform in judicial pro
cedure has been accomplished." 

Perhaps, though, the people will be 
frilling to allow trained minds to work 
out the reform in the courts, since 
there is likely to be little more heard 
of the recall of judges aad the recall 
of judicial decisions since they failed 
as campaign issues. 

t THIS YEAR'8 CROP. 
Disregarding the results of the 

election Tuesday the Taft administra
tion preserves its equanimity and con
tinues to preaoh good cheer. An evi
dence of this is given by Secretary 
Wilson's November crop report. The 
crop looked big to the department of 
agriculture in the October report, but 
la looks bigger in November. The 
corn crop is given at the record figure 
of 3,169,137,000 bushels, 637,649,000 
bushels bigger than last year's corn 
crop and 242,000,000 bushels 
greater than the record crop of 1906. 
The five leading grains show an aggre
gate crop of 5,566,683,000 bushels, a 
gain of 1,298,200,000 or 30 per pent 
over that of 1911. The crops for the 
year and increases over 1911 are 
shown in the following table: 

i:> Increase 
• ' Crops— Bushels. over 1911. 
Corn 3,169,137,000 637,649,000 
All wheat ... 720,333,000 98,995,000 
Oats 1,417,172,000 494,874,000 
Barley 224,619,000 64,379,000 
Rye 35,422,000 2,303,000 

Total 5,566,683,0001,298,200,000 
Potatoes 414,289,000 121,552,000 
Hay, tons.... 72,425,000 17,500,000 

The big 1912 crop already has had 
its effect on the business of the coun
try. The railroads moved more cars 
during October than ever before in 
their history. The strain on the out
put of the railroads is making the steel 
mills work overtime. Steel mills are 
working at their fullest capacity now 

have their output sold for the first 
six months of . 1913. The American 
termer did yeomen service in 1912 in 
contributing to the prosperity of the 
country. 

T E E T H .  
Teeth are an affliction In the form of small, light-colored pegs which 

are set in the human mouth by an unscrupulous providence. These pegs are 
of a nervouB and excitable disposition, and have to be operated upon sev

eral times a year by a cold-blooded mechanic known as 
a dentist. 

Teeth are attached to people early in youth, and be
gin to cause trouble fifteen minutes later. The bab.v doea 
not have any teeth at the start, but soon starts out to 
accumulate a set during which process everybody in the 
same block becomes incipiently nutty. These first teeth 
are merely for introductory purposes, and are later 
elbowed out pf plaoe by some permanent fixtures, 
which remain in one spot for several years and collect 
cavities ranging from the head of a pin to the main en
trance to a bushel basket. 

Some teeth are considerably more durable and cling
ing than others, and never have to be counterfeited at 
an expense of $8 for a perfect fit. People who enjoy this 
kind of teeth usually take pains to have them patched 
up from time to time and decorated with gold bands and 
other luminous trimmings, including the uneasy porce
lain Inlay, which is always coming out Just prior to some 
social function. 

The most treacherous tooth in any language is tho 
wisdom tooth. Nobody asked to have this tooth sent, and It is good for 
nothing except to puncture the refractory hickory nut. It Is located in the 
northeast corner of section 18, west of the 6th P. M., and can be reached 
only with the aid of a step ladder. When the dentist wishes to do business 
with a wisdom tooth, he stands the patient on his head and backs in with 
a reversible searchlight. _ . . 

The eye tooth is a bundle of nerves which lie close to the surface and 
can be found without any difficulty whatever by an agile drill. There is also 
the supine bi-cuspld, which Is continually giving out in a new place and 
swelling up like a pouter pigeon. After a man has been punched In the 
face for twenty-four hours by an irascible bi-cuspid, death at the stake will 
look sweet to him. 

but there were no great battles, and [epochal master of practical common 
the greater part of the year was spent sonae. American intelligence has not 
in waiting or In desultory skirmishes, yet reached the point where it cannot 
The present war had been threaten- be influenced by deception and 
ing for many years, and its final ap-1 theatrical pretense, but the leaders of 
proach was gradual, but when it began \ high type win in the end. 
the fighting was sudden ad terrific., 
It would be hard to name a war, except Dr. Woodrow Wilson. ! 
the Franco-Prussian, in which so much i Cedar Rapids Republican: 'Dr. Wll-
has happened In the way of land tight- j son is an unusual type In American 
ing In a month naval wars, of course ; politics, to say th« least about him., 
are different and might be finished tn I We wlll now see what a matured 

guess I was wined and dined. Why, 
I was wined and dined until I wai 
wound and downed,!"—Judge's Li-
rary. 

THE AFTERMATH. 
The following is from Collier's 

Weekly, written before the result of 
Tuesday's election was known: • 

"Whoever is president of the United 
States next 4th of March, there is 
hardly an American but will be proud 
of the sort of man who has come to 
the top of this republic at the begin
ning of its one hundred and twenty-
sixth year. Although some millions 
of his fellow countrymen will have 
voted disapproval of President Taft, 
probably not one hundred of them all 
would translate disapproval as dislike, 
or any Other uncharitabla sentiment. 
Indeed, if all the persons who feel 
rather, sorry for Taft had voted for 
him, he would have won. There aren't 
a dozen men in the country who think 
Taft is a wicked man. And he has 
had opportunities to be wicked—how 
he could have turned the war in Mexi
co to his own purposes! Most of 
Taft's failings are misfortunes and 
resolve themselves Into two groups: 
he took himself seriously as the head 
of his party just at the moment when 
the party, after half a century of 
triumphant leadership, completely lost 
touch with popular sentiment. And it 
wasn't the party that changed; it was 
the country. For the other, Taft had a 
static temperament in a highly dynam
ic age. When all the world clamored 
for change, he was strong for prec^ 
dent and the old ways. He was out of 
tune with the times. A good many 
persons who have suffered that handi
cap have had their Innings in history 
later on. In many aiiother epoch, past 
and future, in a different public mood, 
these qualities of Taft's could.be hailed 
as virtues. And as these things go 
like the swing of a pendulum, who 
knows but if Taft were given another 
term he might arrive upon ln 

steady glory, the man of the houri 

8UFFRAOISTS GAINED. 
Woman's suffrage gained in Tues

day's election. Four of the five states 
that voted on the proposition of strik
ing the word "male" out of the state 
constitution were carried for suffrage. 
They were Arizona, Oregon, Kansas 
and Michigan. The state in which the 
amendment was defeated was Wiscon
sin. Women now have the vote In 
ten states, the four which adopted the 
amendment Tuesday and California, 
Colorado, Washington, Idaho, Utah 
and Wyoming, which had previously 
gone for suffrage. 

Presidentelect Wilson has scored 
a record vote In the electoral college. 
He is credited with 443 out of 531 
electoral votes, a larger percentage of 
the total than was ever scored by a 
president. In 1884 Cleveland had 219 
electoral voteB, in 1892 he had 277, in 
1896 McKinley had 271, In 1904 Roose
velt had 336 and in 1908 Taft had 321. 

New York Herald: "The reason a 
lot of people don't like you, 'Bill,' is 
because you are not a good moving 
picture actor!" That analysis of a 
considerable part of public sentiment 
in the country, shouted at President 
Taft by a man in the crowd, gives oc
casion for some thought. It was no 
inconsiderable compliment. 

» WILSON GOT ONLY MINORITY. 
Enough figures are in to show that 

Woodrow Wilson's popular vote will 
fall far short of that received by 
Bryan in 1908. In the four largest 
states, Illinois, New York, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania, complete returns show 
Wilson ran 155,489 behind Bryan in 
1908. It is also brought out that Wil
son, although receiving a record elec
toral vote, has the smallest percent
age of the popular vote since I860, i 
The popular vote and percentages of • 
the total vote since Jackson's time,: 
With Wilson's vote estimated shows: j 

: ^ Popular Per Cent 
vote of total i 

Some of the newspapers are unkind 
enough to say that the one-term-for-
president plank inserted in the demo

cratic platform by Mr. Bryan was in-
{tended to pave the way for the retire-

i ment of Mr. Wilson in favor of Bryan's 
I candidacy in 1916. Whether this is 
I true or not is immaterial. The people 
j always are glad to get back to the re
publican fold after four years of dem
ocracy. 

President. 
1828—Jackson .. ... 647,231 55.97 
1832—Jackson 687,502 54.96 
1836—Van Buren 762,678 50.83 
1840—Harrison 1,275,016 52.89 
1844—Polk 1,337,243 49.55 
1848—Taylor ... 1,360,099 47.36 
1852—Pierce .... ...1,602,2/4 51.03 
1856—Buchanan .. ..1,838,169 45.34 
1860—Lincoln .... ..1,866,452 39.91 
1864—Lincoln 2,213,665 55.06 
lg68—Grant 3,012,833 52.67 
1872—Grant 3,597,132 55.63 
1876—Hayes 4,036,298 47.95 
1880—Garfield 4,454,416 48.31 
1884—Cleveland .. ..4,874,986 48.89 
1888—Harrison 5,439,853 47.82 
1892—Cleveland .. ..5,^54,437 46.04 
1896—McKinley1 .. ..7,102,272 50.88 
1900—McKinley .. ..7,219,101 51.69 
1904—Roosevelt .. ..7,624,982 56.41 
1908—Taft ... i ... i .7,679,006 51.58 
l»l*-#rilM£ .. 6,45Q,Q00 42.30 

_ . M.,,: . ... 

The ordeal of counting Ottumwa's 
vote was ended today when the first 
ward count was completed. The can
didates now know whether to smile 
or frown, though some of them were 
kept in a worried state for a time. 

Owing to some mix-up in the elec
tion machinery there was no provision 
made for giving the vote on the town
ship officers on the outer cover of the 
poll book envelopes In which the totals 
of the national, state and county 
tickets were given. The result of the 
township election below jristice of the 

I peace will not be officially known until 
I the votes are canvassed Monday. 

I The Chicago Inter-Ocean is moved to 
i remark that instead of being carried 
; in by a democratic landslide, Wilson 
actually won in spite of a democratic 
backslide. 

Yea, it is easy to dodge your work— 
but if you wlll try to do a little more 
than you are doing, your promotion 
will come quicker. 

You bet this Is a fine old world, and 
you love the sunshine—if you have a 
steady job. 

Ancestors don't help much in this 
year's battles. 

Press Comment. I 
; • 

An Excellent Move. 
Burlington Hawk-Bye: In Cedar 

Rapids, the city council, acting as a 
board of health and backed up by the 
Federation of Labor, is trying to 
clean up restaurants and boarding 
houses that are not as sanitary as 
should be. It Is an excellent move. 
But why should the city council need 
the backing especially of the Federa
tion of Labor, or •Why should that 
organization be in any special way 
mixed up in the work? Of course, 
the good people of the town, with
out regard to creed, etc., will back 
the city council in work of this kind. 
And if that were not the case, and 
there were no backing anywhere, 
then the right thing for the council 
would have been to jump in any
how. And the backing would have 
been forthcoming soon. When an or
ganization or commission is right 
and knows it, then that body ought 
to go ahead vigorously and make 
no move that looks like trying to 
apologize for work that it ought to 
be proud of, or to hide behind others, 
when they ought to be taking all the 
responsibility and ought to be proud 
of their stand. 

Clean House. 
Perry Chief: No matter w^ich way 

•the election went there is an import
ant duty of the republican party in 
Iowa to perform. After the vote is 
counted and the decision of the peo
ple reached, there should be a gen
eral housecleanlng on the state cen
tral committee. If Iowa Is lost to the 
republicans this year the blame can 
be attached to a committee made up 
of disloyal, traitorous members. Some 
of them, including Chairman Raw-
son, did the best they could. But what 
can any committee do, when a part of 
it Is busy engaged in giving succor to 
the enemy. Benedict Arnold was shot 
for exhibiting similar traits of char
acter. 

The republican party of Iowa still 
lives. The attempt to sink the party 
ship will have failed when the last 
report Is In. Under the leadership of 
George W. Clarke, the party in Iowa 
stands a show of years of usefulness 
but not until there Is weeded from 
its ranks a few men whose work on 
the committee this year was marked 
by memberships In other parties, 
delegates to other conventions and 
support of other candidates than 
those of the republican ticket. 

a dreadful hour or two. It is not to 
be expected that the war can be kept 
up to the pace thus far maintained. 
Thus far the allies have been making 
a tremendous spurt, which, unless 
peace is now negotiated on the 
strength of their first victory, must 

scholarship can do with the practical 
questions of politics. It may be what 
we have been looking for. It may be 
that we have made mistakes In re
cruiting from the swash-buckling poli
ticians, instead of from the academic 
halls. It ifc a great experiment that 

soon flag. Even If they are not. beat-,we h'ave entered upon and we antlci-
en back, but continue to advance, pate a dea, of Int«iieotual pleas-
their progress must be slower as they 
get farther from their base of supplies, 
and the commissariat will present in
creasingly difficult problems. Both 
armleB, too, must presently reach a 
state of exhaustion which will make 
necessary a rest and a replenishment 
of the thinned lines. As for weather, 
there Is still about a month before 
winter wlll present new difficulties. 
November is usually fine, though 
windy and raw, but with December 
snow files, and cold, stormy weather 
sets In, which would be a serious ob
stacle to campaigning. 

ure studying the results. 

A Practical Teat. 
Cedar Rapids Gazette: It is inter

esting to learn from the seat of war 
that the experiment of using the 
aeroplane in war operations was 
tried at Adrianople with a result 
which went a little further than the popular 
forecasters had predicted. Lieut. 
Popoff, aviator with the Bulgarian 
forces, made a flight not for the 
puprpose of attack by dropping bombs, 
but in view and report on the dispo
sition of the Turkish forces. In doing 
so he got within the Turkish line of 
fire, and a shot from the Turkish 
cannon killed him and wrecked his 
machine. 

Much attention has been given, 
especially in Europe, to devising 
means to repel aeroplane attacks. 
Army squads have been trained in 
firing at kites, and especially mount
ed rapid fire guns have been invent
ed. But at Adrianople an ordinary 
field gun loaded with sharpnel was 
sufficient for the purpose. This gives 
a hint of what could be done with 
guns of longer range, especially 
adapted to the purpse, In the line 
of repelling aeroplane bomb-dropping 
attacks. 

The aeroplane may still be valu
able for scouting, just because the 
view from an eminence will reveal 
more of an enemy than the view 
from the lines in the engagement. 
But. the wise aviator will not get too 
close to the enemy's guns, because 
In that case the Information that he 
may have obtained will be of little 
use to his commander. 

OCEAN TO OCEAN HIGHWAY. 

Kansas City Journal: In the stress 
of the presidential campaign com
paratively little attention has been 
paid by the general public to one of 
the most important of the many en
terprises that have been proposed by 
the good roads advocates—the ocean 
to ocean highway from New York to 
San Francisco. Incidentally this great 
rock thoroughfare stretching from 
one ocean to the other will pass 
through Kansas City, as now mapped 
out, and Is therefore of particular in
terest to all the people in the Kansas 
City trade territory. Conceived and 
practically financed by the automo
bile industry and those associated with 
it, instead of depending entirely on 

interest and public appro-

Taft Deserved Better. 
Clinton Herald: President Taft de

served more than he received at the 
hands of the voters of the United 
States in the election of Tuesday. 

If there ever has been a president 
of the United States whose every of-' 
flcial act was dictated by faithful
ness to the platform of his party 
and to the best interests of the peo
ple of the whole" nation, that presi
dent was William Howard Taft. 

PUBLIC SERVICE. 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat: The late 

Vice President Sherman gave his time 
and capacities chiefly to the public 
service. He acted in the generous 
spirit of one who realizes that free 
government demands the earnest ef
forts of its citizens, and that emergen
cies arise that call for the full exercise 
of their strength and self sacrificing 
devotion. Mr. Sherman would be alive 
today if he had made his health the 
chief consideration, but he would not 
do less than he felt to be his complete 
duty to the best interests of the coun
try. If his main object In life had been 
making money he would not have 
been an active worker in politics, for 
he was an able man In commercial 
afTalrs, and a leader in that respect as 
far as he cared to go Into them. But 
from the time he was singled out to 
be mayor of his native city he labored 
with whole souled zeal for the public 
welfare. This was the mission that 
enlisted his enthusiasm, and not for 
his own gain. From the first to last 
he spent more than he received from 
the emoluments of office, but that 
never lessened his ardor in American 
civic progress; Through twenty years 
in congress he was in the thick of the 
work to be done on the floor and in 
committee rooms, but not for himself. 
He was not one to hesitate In useful
ness because selected to be second in
stead of first. He gave all that he had 
to a cause, and not in selfish ambition. 

It will be said that he was a party 
man. So were Washington, Lincoln, 
Hamilton, Jefferson and others in the 
line of patriotic and gifted Americans. 
A party is organized strength, a con
centration of public opinion, an a"rmy 
directed to apply Its flowers to essential 
points, an aggregation of men who 
think alike in matters of government 
policy and associate themselves volun
tarily to effect purposes held in com
mon. A party may be deluded by false 
leaders and become degenerate, but 
In that, case no great body of Ameri
cans will long sustain it with their 
ballots. They will align themselves 
anew in the spirit that has always 
mainly animated the citizenship of the 
republic. Mr. Sherman was a clear 
headed man, who, by virtue of his 
ability and perception, long had a 

priatiohs, It will constitute when 
completed, a splendid monument to 
the public spirit of the motor car in
dustry, itself one of the most won
derful industrial developments of the 
times. 

If this great project held out a 
promise of benefiting only those con
nected with the automobile Industry, 
the enterprise would not be the sub
ject of such general commendation 
as it must receive when It is remem
bered that such a road will be a last
ing benefit and tangible asset in re
lation to the prosperity of every sec
tion which it will traverse. It is 
proposed that all the material for 
this great highway, extending in 
round numbers for 3,500 miles, is 
to be bought with funds supplied 
directly by the motor car trade, In
cluding automobile and tire manu
facturers, motor car dealers and oth
ers directly connected with the in
dustry. The federal government has 
agreed to furnish expert supervision, 
which is the equivalent in value of 
service that would cost private road 
builders tens of thousands of dol
lars. A small proportion of the cost 
is to be defrayed by the county, mu
nicipal and state authorities of the 
country through which the highway 
is to pass. 

The maximum cost of the enter
prise, as the figures were officially 
given out when the project was first 
broached, is to be $15,000,000, of 
which the automobile industry 
pledges about two-thirds, and of this 
two- thirds, or $10,000,000, • about 
one-half has already been raised. It 
is hoped to have the highway com
pleted in time for the Pacific coast, 
exhibition In 1915. Too much has 
been said by way of proving the 
value of good roads to necessitate 
any arguments in behalf of this most 
comprehensive of all transcontinental 
good roads projects. Enthusiastic 
Indorsement has been given to the 
enterprise "all along the line" and 
it is confidently expected that al
most coincidentally with the passage 
of the first ships through the Panama 
canal, that crowning manifestation 
of American genius, the first motor 
cars will pass over this wonderful 
inland highway from ocean to ocean. 
Certainly nothing could be so stimu
lating to the good roads movement 
in general as a great comprehensive 
object lesson like this 3,500-mile 
rock highway. 

No man occupying the presiden-
tial chair has ever been so misun
derstood as has President Taft. 
Political muskrakers, the greatest 
menace that today faces the people 
of this- nation, have been able to 
poison the minds of the people to 
such a degree that many had come 
to regard Taft as a weakling 

affairs at a time when the party of his 
choice controlled all departments of 
the government. He was a man of 
weight in his party, but never a narrow 
partisan. The tributes paid to him by 
men of all parties, now that his labors 
are ended, are the sincere acknowl-

and edgement that the good of all was his 
as incompetent and unsafe. Nothing and that his endeavors were of 
ever was farther from the truth 

President Taft deserved a re-elec
tion to the office of president. It 
has been denied him. But the time 
will come when he will have his 
vindication and the time probably 
•will not be very long in coming. 
When that time comes President 
Taft will occupy a place in the 
hearts of the people of the nation 
that will bring acknowledgement 
that he was one * of the very best 
presidents the country ever has had. 

President Taft deserved more 
than he received. 

The contest for governor seemB to 
be a case of now you see it and now 
you don't. They count Clarke in by 
morning returns and give Dunn 
lead in the afternoon?-

Balkan War Opposite of Tripoli. 
Springfield, Mass., Republican: The 

war in the Balkans is the precise op
posite of the war in Tripoli. That 
started with great suddenness and 
dragged on for a weary year, with lit
tle loss of life, fortunately, for a war 

the for the possession of so great a terri- was no visionary. Rather he was a 
itory. There was sharp, hard fighting, giant In reason for everyday use, an 

others more than himself. To an un-| enough? 
usual degree he enjoyed the altruism 
that marked his high standard of poll-
tics. It kindled in him even a genial
ity that never failed. 

Our country has always had the ad
vantage of such men at the front. The 
government is first in their estimation. 
They place it above all other incen
tives to action. Their ofrn aggrand
izement does not appeal to action. 
They are above all forms of egotism 
and proof against selfish allurements 
of any nature. Washington did not 
consider pay for his services. Lincoln 
gave no thought to the arts of making 
money. He would rather accomplish 
some unnoted end of Justice in court 
than secure a large fee. He lived in 
the mental region where the wrongs 
of the human race were to be redress
ed and the mists of error that deceive 
them were to be cleared away. Yet he 

Over at Last I 
New York Tribune: What a bless

ing that it is over! The country has 
had nothing but politics for more than 
half a year, a violent clamor to which 
it was impossible to turn a deaf ear. 
It feels a good deal as Arizona felt a 
few weeks ago when some one pro
posed to recall its governor. Arizona 
had had an election, full of contro
versy, in which it had adopted its con
stitution; another a little later in 
which it had chosen its first state of
ficers, another right after that in 
which it had amended its constitution 
by inserting the excluded recall pro
vision, not to mention a few such ex
tras as primaries, and was in the midst 
of the engrossing national campaign, 
when one of those persons who never 
know when they have had enough pro
posed that the governor be recalled. 

Word went forth that there was to 
be a recall. Petitions were drawn up 
and circulated. Just four persons 
signed the petitions, when, of a sud
den, it all stopped. What happened to 
the circulator of the petitions and the 
four signers has not been disclosed. 

The worst is feared, for Arizona is 
given to direct action, and Arizona 
knew when it had had enough. 

There are some things to be thank
ful for. The recall does not exist here, 
neither of officials nor of decisions; 
nor does the Initiative. If they did 
and if some insatiable person should 
attempt to set one of them in motion 
now, would he be tible to flee quickly 

Humorous Comment 
-* 

Hie Pitiful Prospect. 
"Bishop Wilson of New York said 

the other day that the morality of 
New York politics was not all that 
could be desired. * '• 

"In politics, as in some lines of busi
ness," he continued, "the remark of 
the very cynical young woman holds 
true: 

" 'So you are going to marry George 
at last?' she said to a friend. 'What 
is he like?' 

" 'He is the most upright, 
minded, honorable fellow In the 
world,' was the enthusiastic reply, 

" 'Goodness, my dear,' said the pret
ty cynic, "you'll starve to death.'" 

Helping the Enemy. 
General Edward S. Bragg, the noted 

veteran of the civil war, who died re
cently, used to recite this anecdote: 
General Price's army was about worn 
out at Pea Ridge. HIB soldiers strag
gled all over the field. Price rode 
up In the midst of all the disorder 
and shouted: 

"Close up, boys! Blast you, close 
up! If the Yankees were to fire on you 
when you're straggling along that 
way, they couldn't hit a blasted one of 
you! Close up!"—Kansas City Star. 

What He Needed. 
Public servants In Boston are 

markedly more courteous than those 
of New York. A Bostonain of our 
acquaintance was In the habit, on 
mornings after, of going to a drug 
store, confiding his symptoms to the 
soda clerk and having the clerk give 
him what he needed—8p. Amm. Aro-
mat., or something of that sort. One 
morning after our hero was In New 
York. He entered a drug store and 
said to the man at the fountain: 
"I'm afraid I drank and smoked too 
much last night and I'm feeling kind 
of seedy thiB morning. What do I 
need ?" 

"A ten cent check," replied the 
clerk.—Franklin P. Adams in /Met
ropolitan. 

both old enough to know their own. 
business." 

"But BJben's a cracking smart feller 
and I guess he^d fit into this family 
all right." 

"You never mind about the fit. t 
don't want you to say a word either. 
way. If they decide to get married , 
we shall be consulted. Mother bad. 
gored me about my beaux till I wa« 
half cra^y, and I say that Sarah Jane * 
shall be let alone." 

Ebon ScHermerhorn continued to be 
smart. After a little he took to drop- : 
plni? in for an hour or two In th« k 
evening, and later on It might have 

high- been said that ho came a-conrting. 
He was always welcome, but It trans-
plretl that he and Sarah Jane did not 5$; 
exactly understand each other. Within: 
a few weeks they were in love, but 
neither dared own It. Etoen was "J 
scared at the Idea of being In love •« 
with the daughter of hlis boss, and the ^ 
girl btood in awe of him because of fa 
his superior education and hts greater x 
knowledge of the world. It thus came 
about that their talk was simply 
friendly. 

When things had been running 
along for .six months. Eben found 
himself In a stew. He knew that he 
loved, but to save his neck, he could 
not say that he was loved in return. 
This state of doubt made him miser
able. A dozen times over he resolved 
to know the best or worst, and a 
dozen times over he flinched when 
the pinch came. 

Sarah Jane had quite lost her 
heart, but she alone knew It. Her 
father and mother were following 
out a program, and she could not 
go to them for advice. Cupid must 
have looked the ground over and had 
a good laugh. Just a word and all 
would be settled,' but the word re
mained unspoken., 

Eben and the village cooper were 
great friends and had passed many 
evenings together. The cooper had 
noticed things for some time, and at 
length one evening he shoved the 
checker-board aside, and said: 

"Eben, you are a fool!" 

I® 

Evening Story. 
BY THE COOPER'S ADVICE 

By John Philip Arth. 

(Copyright, 1912. by the McClure 
Newspaper Syndicate.) 

Ebenezer Schermerhorn was twen
ty-eight years old when he went to 
work for Jonas White In the latter's 
sawmill, and In a couple of weeks he 
had his boss bragging about his 
smartness. Mr. White's business was 
to make lumber of sawlogs, and he 
didn't look for mental smartness in 
his hired help. It was how much 
work a man could do In ten hours 
that counted with him. His wife 
judged men about the same way, but 
their daughter. Sarah was a bit dif
ferent. She had as fair an education 
as a village school could give her, and 
While she realized that a man who 
could lift a barrel of salt was a smart 
chap, one who could not only lift the 
barrel but name the capitals of all tho 

"Guess I am.' 
"You are also In love!" v 

"Well?" ' 
"You are a fool because you dasn't > 

let Sarah Jane know that you love 
her!" 

"And you mooning around like a . 
a calf that has lost his mother. Why 
haven't you asked the girl plump out, 
long ago?" 

"I've been a-golng to, but when I 
get ready to start In she changes the 
subject on me That's the same as 
giving me to understand that she 
don't want to hear anything on the 
subject." 

"Hu! Eben, you're a fool!" 
"Why?' 
"Why, because you are an old bach : 

and have got the cart before the 
horse. Sarah Jane White Is ready to -
marry you at any time. Fine gal, v 
Sarah is. Make a mighty good wife." ' 

"But why don't she let me know , 
she loves me?" protested Eben * 

"Because It ain't her place to until' 
she knows your feelings toward her.' 
Sarah Jane is rather of a quiet girl I \ 
believe." ' 

"Far more than the average." 

ji 

% 

x « M.o I "Um! Urn! I think we ought toi 
states and give the length of the Mis- startle her lnt0 betraying her emo-
sissippi river In addition was a good 
deal smarter. 

Sarah Jane heard much talk of 
Eben before Bhe saw him, and she 
had time to wonder and speculate. 
Her father and mother were dropping 
hints that it was time she "stepped 
off," as they used to call It in other 
dayfi. She wasn't looking to marry a 
millionaire nor a senator. A smart, 
man was the best she could hope for. 
She couldn't be a girl and not have 
some romantic notions about her, but 

tions. Some gals have to be startled 
before they are dead-sure that they 
love." 

"But—but " « 
"Listen. Eben. Listen to a man s 

that's had three wives and courted 
seventeen gals that he didn't marry."': 

And the two men put their heads 
together and whispered and nodded: 
and chuckled and shook hands and: 
said It would lie sure to work. 

It was winter. The next evening; some runmililC UUHUUD nuuuv aoi, nruuA»« 
they never made her forget that shej^ben wafl due to call at the White • 
had bread in the oven or stockings toiat s o clock sharp, and before the 

i hands of the clock reached those 
a! figures Mr. and MrS- White had de-

j parted for prayer meeting, and Sarah 
IJann hnd the house to herself. 

Eben Schermerhorn 

never to 

to 

Cause and Effect, 
The great man had returned from 

a tour of "the provinces" and was 
joyfully greeted by the members of 
the club on his first appearance. 

"Well, well, well!" cried Little 
Binks, slapping him cordially on the 
back. "Look who's here! Old Great
ness himself, returned from the sc^pe 
of conquest! Have a good time, old 
man?" 

"Fine," said the great man, with 
a modest blush of pleasure to find 
himself not without honor in his own 
country. "Everybody was just as 
nice and cordial as could be." 

"Wined and dined everywhere, I 
suppose?" said Little Binks. 

"Wined and dined " ecljoed the 
great m?ui. "Wined' and dined. 1 

darn. 
Why was 

bachelor? 
Had he loved and lost? 
Had he made a vow 

marry? 
Had he never found the woman 

stir up a heart Interest under his left 
shoulder? 

Very likely he could read, write 
and cipher, but was he fond o? 
poetry? Could he appreciate gor
geous sunsets? 

Could he sing? Did he play the 
fiddle or the accordion, or stop short 
at the mouth organ? 

With her father bragging at the 
dinner table every day of what a 
smart man Eben was, and with her 
mother looking at her in a queer way. 
it was no wonder that Sarah Jane had 
thoughts. Eben was to be invited to 
dinner to make the acquaintance of 
the family. After two or three weeks 
the event came off. Eben ate with 
his fork. He did not drink from his 
saucer. He politely refused a secon-1 
helping. His was a quiet, pleasant 
laugh, instead of a deep bass ha! ha! 
He discussed politics with Mr. White 
woman's rights with Mrs. White and 
tjie new fashion In hats w.ith Sarah 
Jane. I 

Yes, he could sing a bit, and he be
lieved he had played the cottage or
gan. He had seen sunsets that were 
positively grand, and he had read 
Dickens while laid up with a broken 
leg. When laughed at by Mr. Whiie 
as an old bachelor, he blushed and 
said he had always been too busy. 
Eben Schermerhorn made a good im
pression on the family. Mr. and Mrs. 
White said BO right otit as soon as he 
had departed, and Sarah went, up to 
her froom to think so. 

"Look here, ma," said the husband 
when they were left alone, "t^iat 
Eben is a smart chap." 

"Seems like it," was the reply. 
"You ought to see him hump 

saw-log around!" 
"Yes?" 
"And you heard how smart 

talked at the table." 
"He certainly did." 
"Bound to marry some day." * 
"I think so." 
"So's our Sarah." 
"Yes.' 
"What's the matter of— of Eben 

and Sarah getting spliced? Can't we 
help the matter along somehow?" 

"No, Jonas White, w« can't. We 
ain't going to say one blessed word to 
help • or hinder. If they like each 
other and fall in love and wui>t to 
marry that's all right. If 'they (Jon't 
then it's nothing to us. They are 

/ 

he 

Hurried footsteps and a thundering *' ' 
knock on the door. It wan the ex- ' • 
cited and hard-breathing cooper who t* 
stood on the steps. - _ 

"Father! Mother!" gasped the girl. : ̂ ' 
"They are all right." * *il| 
"Then—then " J ' 
"Eben. He's fell!" ' 
"And is dead!' as her hafids went 5 

up. 
'Mebbe not. Mebbe he's only broke •* 

both legs and his two arms. Come ^ 
along and see!" 

Out into the gusty, snowy night she 
followed him without cover for her 5 
head or shoulders, and a block away { 
they found Eben Schermerhorn-in th<* , i 
snow in front of the cooper shop. 3 

"Went up to clean the snow off the > 
roof and got. a fall, but he's breathing y|j 
yet." -

Eben was carried to the house, and ^ 
as the cooper slipped away the patient 
o p e n e d  h i s  e y e s  a n d  r e g a i n e d  c o n - |  
sciousness to hear a tearful voice 
wailing: 

"Oh, Eben, live for my sake, be-
cause I love you so!" 

"Didn't I tell you so?" chuckled the v 
cooper next day. "Some gals has to 5* 
b'. fed gumdrops and some has to be 'X 
startled, and If you ask me which lsv'^ 
the best way I muBt answer that * fK 
dunno." ' #i' , 

===== ff; 
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I VILLAGE CREEK. I 'If 

* : * f.| Mr. and Mrs. Martin Huber of ,<f-
Blakesburg were over Sunday visitors f'fif ~ 
at the parental Henry Harsch home. ^ 

Mr. and Mrs. Jafnes Hendricks of J V" 
South Ottumwa visited Sunday with^ 
Mrs. J. R. Hendricks and family. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. C. Baum and family 
visited Sunday with Mr. and Mm. y 
Harry Clark of South Ottumwa. ^ 

Mrs. Lizzie Noble of Colorado visit- f 
ed Saturday and Sunday at the homo ' r 
of her brother and family E. G. Harsch* 

Bias Bernice Baum is on the sick ; s 
list. »' 

Mr. and Mrs. F. L„ Dexter and fam- ll 
lly visited Sunday afternoon at the^ 
E. G. Harsch home. ? 

Miss Ella A\red spent Sunday with '-r^t 
her parents Mr. and Mrs. B. T. Aired. 2^$?? 

Mrs. Catherine Gift is spending 
few days this week with her daughter^! t 
Mrs. C. C. Baum. 

Ray V. Sowers visited Union schootj^ 
Monday afternoon. 

Mrs. James Courtney and little 
visited' a few days this week at;, 
£>. A. Rater home. 
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