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morning, are deserving of commenda-
tion, They showed a high standard

. Semi-Weekly Courier |

g ’ lol‘ efficiency, unusual endurance, and
{unselfishness which marks them as

i o/ \ | worthy of the faith which the citizens

P " 3 repose in them when it hires them to

P / TING CO. serve as protectors against fire,
’ &PV THE COURIER PR'N._——-—- Oskaloosa’s cry for help reached Ot-
[ Founded August 8, 1848

tumwa at 5:40 o’clock Friday morning.
Member of the Lee Newspaper . | A big fire was raging
Syndicate. ;and there was danger that a large part

in Oskaloosa

EA. W, LEE........ .ot ceeessss Founder| o 1o city might be swept away. The
isher assistance of gkilled firemen and more
% S4B F, POWELL 3. . .coe -8 P tor apparatus was needed and at once, as

R. D. MAC MANUS..Managing

Daily Courjer, 1 year by mail..
| Bemi-Weekly Couricr, 1 year

, the blaze had already been rag'ng sev-
..$3.00 ! eral hours and was spreading rapidly.
150 ' Ottumwa and Grinnell were notified
1and asked if they could come to the

JOFFICE: 117-119 East Second Streel rocoye  Thirty miles of dirt road
enAt edi. 1 Stretched out between the blaze and

Telephones: Business office, 44 . the slumbering Ottumwa firemen.
torial offices, 179. i  Chief Sloan and his men did not

! hesitate a minute after the plea for
help came. They forgot that the ther-
N jmometer was hanging around the zero
‘:Mle_,red as setm;:d duts “ritmeﬂeo"“‘gg'x lr;;m-ki and 'I}:lmt a stilng;{n% g:le hwz:js
ober 17, 1903, a e postoffice, - | blowing. ey overlooked the hard-
wa, Towa, under the Act of Congress °t| ship of a dash of thirty miles under
March 3, 1879. ‘such conditions and were not alarmed
Cone, wr-gart“the lt)tl'ospe-c:j o{ evc;g gr'-]emler g‘ahrd-
.rs Building, | ships after enduring the first. ey
gg::c: ;gg Odl'-':l“fl{;i hgrlcl;.mNew York l waited only long enough to get into the
City : Gumbel Bldg., Ksusas City, M0. |warmest clothing available and to fill
o the ‘g‘asoline and oll tanks on the ﬂ;;e
truck and then they were off. The
GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP. chief shared the front seat with Driver
Government ownership is a widely | Robert Frost while Ben Edwards and
discussed topic at the present time and | Harry Allison tock advantage of the
for that reason it is (l‘uterfs‘ti“% a;f';:lttl‘f s‘l;eltderdlhe seat and, chemical
has worked out in - tank afforded, ;
:"‘I:n'“h?:" "';”3 of the Manitoba Tele-| The road was in excellent shape and
| phone system. dm’-the nglv;'err:'l trucli&l literally bum:g in
g he inside facts regarding up, e thirty miles were covered in
iheszl;:;elﬂtenlco of the Province of Man- less than an hour. which means that at
itoba in operating lu; owwl:egl;s:“:;:;mes tt.lw rb'g ul-ucfl‘("»\'as.;ravelinhg at
isclosed in a vhich | the rate of nearly y miles an hour.
:,y’ﬁ,e‘:x; ;l:;l;’sged this week by Moffat,| The Ottumwa firemea were on the
Yard & Company, The author of the job the minute they reached the scenc
volume is James Mavor, professor Ofiof the fire. Their 1,200 feet of hose
political economy in the University of | enabled them to lay two lines and
Toronto, Canada. | these soon had an effect upon the fire.
According to Professor Mavor, the { An hour and a half after the arrival of
venture has been a losing one since | the Ottumwa rescuers, the fire / 'was
its start in 1908, the aggregate losses pronounced under control. For another
* for seven years, ending with 19141315 two hours, the four men stayed on the
being not less than (l)lne milllso;xordﬂ:- job and u:e,fn?m' l:m[l |$g‘,e 8 ;‘m,m it
making no allowance -| was a certainty tha e Oskaloosa
1:::8&,Bgeprcclaﬁon and maintenance.|men could handle it. About this time
the government' was able for a time, a squad of ﬂ!‘emon from Grinnell ar-
to set up a claim that ;bebem:.:pl;‘::- rived on a train, but they were too late
was paying a yearly profit, but
* fes ‘r" y.\hfvor discovered; there Wwas
only one brief period when it came
anywhere near paying and that was at
a time following a stiff boost in rates.
The most unfavorable aspect of the
experiment, so Professor Mavor found,
was the fact that:from the beginning
the system was used for political pur-
poses, sometimes overtly, at other
times furtively, but aiways, he say.r,.‘
“with a cynical disvegard of the inter-|
ests of the public.”
He continues: '
“The technical management of the.
system was always subordinated to the
political management; even rates were
determined, not by the commissioners
appointed by the government, but by
the government itself; and in fixing
these rates. the government sharply
diseriminated against the  urban
areas.” This was done, as Professor

. Address, The Courler Printing Co%i-
. pany, Ottumwa, Iowa.

{

Forelzn representatives:

l

no equipment.

Naturally the Oskuloosa authorities
rand townspeople were demonstrative
in thanking the Ottumwa firemen. An
effort was made to reward them with
a substantial sum of money, but this
was promptly refused. Chief Sloan,
speaking for the scuad, told the Oska.
loosans that he and his men had made
the trip in the hope of being of serviee
to the Oskaloosa department, He sald
the Ottumwa department had not for-
gotten that Oskaloosa had answered
the call for help sent out by Oitumwa
several years ago at the time the big
fire swept the block west of Court and
south of Main street,

And the Otiumwa firemen returned
with the hearty thanks of the Oska-
loosa authorities ringing in their ears.

Ottumwa can well be proud of its
fire department and of the firemen who
Mavor shows, for the purpose of set-“re able to make such runs and do
ting votes. | such good service.

As a result of h's investigations, he | ¢
thus sums up the experiment: : l

“The entire history of the ‘enterprise |
shows evidence of the most positlva|
character against government owner- land. says that the whole history of
ship. Practically all of the defectliEngland'o failures so far in the pres-

|
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ENGLAND AND “TOO LATE.".
James Keeley, editor of the Chicago
Herald, who has returned from Eng-

which have emerged elsewhere in the'l ent war is explained in the two words,
management of industries by state om-"'loo late” Every move has been
cials, have made their appearance in made just a little foo late. The op-
the case of Maonitoba province. The!timism of the British has carr'ed them
management has been ineconomical; | a little too Tar each t‘me. He warne
the enterprise has been handicapped i the people of the United States against

» by political intrigue and the obliga-/a similar mistake.

" ™ '$Yons of the public have been enor-| His warning is chiefly devoted to
nmovsly increased without adequate the economic phase of the eveuts tbat
compersatory advantages.” must follow the conclusion of peace.

CAMP. N o a nds, army men an munitions
A lmukt;er.-z. with ‘other government em-

For the past six weeks, a ""l'g"’“slpioyes. will be demobilized by the Bri*-
vevivx}l) ha(shhefn l;\‘ ,;rgg;?:vill!;eox:::lu:lmh guvernment and will be bput to
wa. r. Charles Reign S v &
na.rt.v of sev[:‘n competent ”ﬂm‘“‘"":I:chﬁ:gog:.dus;{' Ts “5.';‘..2': m::‘m?;.
have been working hard to spread the | yaqion of woods made by this army of
gospel and encourage people 108C-itrained and disciplined men and wo-
kn.g;wlegnv ’(]'lhrlsl. NI ol e {men that he warns,

he Scoville campaizn W - y . ¥ ; :

day. so it is not too early now to w-;coxg,zf&“‘b:"kf‘ 'i“«r;* dﬂ real larl(ff
view it and see what it has accomplish- o0 L 0 -avpoinied &t - ouce; 1o
od and decide whatdt has heen worth |2tudy what may happen after the war
t ahn munity. And for the good and make such recommendations with
hr:! 'hnes c;ioomn:“hL should be recompens- | regard to a tar'fl as may be necessary
ed next Sunday when the thank oﬂer-‘lll?mf:gtg;,::w "°,"?". m‘n’rket ,t'f,' t'l:]:
ing, which will pay him for his entire, c "0 coc “ﬁ: Y{l“r};;f "’;n:\ th::-. be
m%i h::::'\'iv;llll lll’;ﬂtzl\(rzlil('!p'l doing that ! urderiaken at once and not “too late.”
which many people believed an evan- —Davenport Timed.
gelist had to do in order to make a
success of his campaign. He has not
torn the city asunder and cavsed dis-
gension which will work against the
well being of the city for vears (o
come. He has not created factions and
then pitted one against the other.
When he goes, he will leave no sore-
ness behind for time to heal.

On tue other hand, he has fearlesslv
‘end repeatedly attacked those things
L our community life and in our per-
gonal life, which are wrong and which
meed correction. He has held up to the
pdlic gaze, things which need atten-,
tion and which will donbtless pl:t rr-}::rr\:
Lereafter than in the past. e has :
strengthened monv neople in their ls"; “_""h-‘;"_“‘?"- :
good resolves and he has instilled the| Boware, however, that fthe candle is

s preperly wa‘ched and that due precaun-
desire to do right in many others. !” b d ok ;

Up to date, some 2.500 people have "‘:“"ﬂ’“’" 3]“? to e'ep t I’O{‘D Sf .
publicly professed Christ and i~ tho & fire 16 lace curta hs or-other in-
parlance of the tabernacle have “lined flamm2ble mater al. A disastrous fire
vp.* Not all of these were converts, | is no prrt of the Christmas celebration

but many were and a largn part of the although careleseness often invites it.

remainder were people who felt that
they had not been suficiently interest-
ed in the church and its teachings and ! The proh'bition forces in congress
who wanted to announce in a nublic ' are getting very near to the point
way. their intention to hereafter follow where they will be able to force a rec-
closer in the footstens of the Savior | ord vote on a proposition to make the

If half of those who walked down ' ertire nation dry. A houre committee

the sawdust aisles of the tabernacle,  has recommended for adoption, the fol-
will make good on the pledge they |lowing bill:
made to be Christians, then snrely tha! “Section 1 — That the sale, manu-
gix weeks work of Dr. Scoyille and hiz | facture for sale, transportation for sale
party can be said {0 have attained!and importation for sale of intoxicat-
wonderful results. And if onlv one ing liquors for beverage purposes in
man was saved to Chris:‘anity and athe United States and all territories

) life in the world to come. then thesubject to the jurisdiction thereof, and
time and effort were not wasted. anmrtntlon thereof, are forever pro-

! All in all, the Scoville campaien in ! bibited.

Ottumwa gives no reasons for resret | “Section 2 — That the congress and

“! has won men and women ard hoys

7 nd girls to membership ‘n var'ong of ently or concurrentlv to enforce th
the churches and it has aided in elevat- article by all reedful Jex'slat'on.”
Ing the moral and religious level of tha TR, R g
city,
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A CHRISTMAS IDEA.
A very ccmmendab'e idea in counec-
tion with the celebration of Chr'simas,
is the placing of candles in windows

of sentiment attaches to 't and it
seems to appeal to everyone who hears
lof it. Furthermore, it is ¢omething
|that everyone can join in doing and if

eve, has a candle burn’ng in a front
window it w'll aid in reminding us, of
how nearly 2,00) vears go, the light of
a star guided the wise men and the
shepherds to the manger in which lay
the infomt Christ. Surely the thought

NATIONAL PROHIBITION.

is

! year shows that while the yield was
not up to that of 1515, the valte of
the cron was greater this year thao
men who made the re. last. The corn crop of the nation was
trip to  Oskaloosa - Friday WOrth more than half a billion dollars

WELL DONE. FIREMEN,
The Ottumwa fir mon and sanecial
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to be of much assistance and they had!

It is a s'mple little thing. but a wmlth'

‘every house in Otinmwa on Christmas

the states sholl bave power independ- |

The government crop report for the|

I'L Children’s Evgning’ Storyj][

1]
"\ 'ten his cows on my oats!"” cried Ruffy.

Evening Story J: ‘“And you seem to want to have

UNCLE WIGGILY AND THE FAIRY
SPECTACLES.

Sammie and Susie Littletail were
playing out in front of their burrow.
Their mamma had a headache, and
had gone to lie down in a dark room,
and Nurse Jane Fuzzy-Wuzzy had put
a mustard leaf on the back of Mamma
Littletail’'s neck, for that is some-
times good for a headache.

“What shall we do”” asked Susie.

“Oh. I don’t know,” replied her
brother.. “S'pose we play stump tag?"
“All. right; you're ‘it Sammie,”

called Susie: ‘

So Sammie began to hop after
Susie. You see, when you play
stump tag you have (o keep on a
stump if you don't want to be tagged.
It's lots of fun.. Try it some day, if
you can find a place where there are
plenty of stumps. Well, after playing
this for some time; the rabbit children
got ' tired, ‘Then they playved other
games, and they were making quiie
a noise, when Uncle Wiggily Longears
came ouf.

“You children will have (o make
lesg racket,” he.said. real cress like.
“Your mamma.has a headache.”

Then Sammie and Susie were quiet-
er for a time, but soon they were al-
most as noisy as ever,

“Now you must run right away from
here!" cried Uncle Wiggily. coming
to the door of the underground house
again, and he spoke still more cross-
lv.

“What do you s'pose ails Uncle Wig-
gily?” asked Susie, as she and Sam-
mie hoppned away.

“1 don't know,” repiied Sammie, ‘“‘un-
less it's his rheumatism again.”

“No, it can't be that. Don't you
remember the red fairy cured him?”

“Maybe it came bhack.”

“Oh, no, fairies dor't do things that
way. | guess he must bhave indiges-
'tion. But I wish ha wouldn’t be so
crogs, especially when mamma bag a
headache and Jane Fuzzy-Wuzzy can't
come out to plav with us. Oh, dear!
Isn’t it too bad?”

“What's too bad?” asked a little
voice, under a big clump of grass. and
at that moment what should come
iwalking out but a liitle pink fairy
Oh, she was the dearest little thing
vou ever saw! [ just wish I could
take to see her. hut it's not allowed.
Some day. perhaps—but there. I must
! get on with the story. Well, the little
pink fairy stood out in the sunlight,
and she asked again: “What is the
matter?"

“Oh.” explained Susie who. by this
time, had gotten uged to fairies of
all kinds. “VMamma bas a headache,
and Uncle Wiggily is cross.”

“Headache, eh? Uncle
CTOSS.
him.” suggested the fairy.

“Oh, 1 guees there’s nothing the
matter with his spectacles.” answered
Sammie. “I saw him reading a book
with them.”

“You never can tell” declared the
pink fairy. “Suvpose you fcall him
out here, and we'll take a look &t his
glasses. Maybe he has the wrong
kind.”

ﬁ

Wiggily

asked Susie.

“Oh! I'll stop that in a minute,” re-
plied the fairy kindly, so she waved
her magic wand in the air three times.

-

“What about mamma’s headache?”

“Now your mamma’'s head is all bet-
ter,” she added, =

And, sure enough, when Susie ran
in the burrow to ask Uncle Wiggily to
come out, if Mamma Littletail’s head
wasn't all well, Wasn't that just
‘fine? We!l, at first Uncle Wiggily
didn't want to come out, He was
still cross. but finaliy Susie begged
him so hard that he did. He saw the
little pink fairy., and he asked, rea!
cross like: .“Well, what do you w
of me?" .

“Aha'!" exclaimed the pink fairy. “I
see what fhe trouble is. It's your
spectacles.”

“They're all right,” growled Uncle
Wiggily.

“They are not." declared the fairy
very decidedly. “Let me look at them”
and before you could say “‘Pussy cat
.Mole jumped over a coal.” she frisked
those glasses off. “Oh!" she cried,
“look here, Sammie and Sugie!
terribly gloomy spectacles!”  Then
she held them up, first in front of
Sammie, and then in front of Susie.
And when they looked through them
the little rabbit chiidren saw that
ieverything was dark, and gloomy, and

dreary. and even the sun seemed to

be behind a cloud. Ob, it was as cold

snowstorm. “No wonder
cross!”’ cried the [fairy.

you
“But I will

around the rosey, sweet tobacco
posey!” she cried, and then she
rubbed first one pink finger on one

glass, and then one pink finger on the
other glass of the spectacles.

And a most wonderful thing bap-
pened. She smiled as she held the
glasses up in front of Sammie and
Sueie, and ag true as I'm telling you.
if everything wasn't as bright' and
shining as a new dishpan. Oh, every-
thing looked lovely! The flowers were
gay. and the sun shone and even the
green grass was sort of pink, while
the sky was rose colored.

“There.” said the fairy
Wiggily, *“Try thoee.

So Uncle Wiggily lLongears put on
his glasses again, and he cried ou:

“Why goodness me! Oh my Stz
lud! Oh, turmips and carrots and a
chocolate cake! Oh, my goodness
me!”

“What's the matter?” asked Susie.

“Why, everything looks different ™
answered her uncle, *“Oh, how much
hetter 1 feel! Whoop-de-donodie-do!”
and he began to dance a jiggity-jig.
“Who would have thought my glasses
were so dark and gloomy?” he went
on. “I feel ever =0 much better now.
jCome o4 Sammie and Susie, and I'll
buy you some cabbage ice cream. And
yyou too, little pink fairy.” You see,

to Uncle

Perhaps his =lasses do not fit he had been looking through gloomy | '€

glasses all that while, and that was
what made him cross.

“Oh, thank you. I only eat rose leal
ice cream,” the fairy said. “But I'm
'not hungry now. Good luck to all of
you, and may you be always happy!"”
Then she turned into a little bird and
flew away singing, while, Uncle Wig-
gily and the rabbit children went. to
the ice cream store.
much mistaken, tomorrgw night's
‘gtory will be about Sammie and how
he saved Billie Busrytail. But of
course you never can tell what will
happen,

in excess of the previous year and
lowa profited accordingly because
Jowa came nearer having an average
crop than did most of the states of
the nation.

The farm lands of Towa are worth
more than the farms of Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jer-
sey, Deleware, Maryland, West Vir-
ginia, South Carolina, Florida, Ala-
bama, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, New
Mexico, Montana and Wyoming, com-
bined.

Word has been sent out from Wash-
ington that very few new appointments
will be made. It is not satisfactory tn
create new offices, with no money in
the treasury to pay the salaries,

Aren't you just worried sick over the
fact that “war brides" are falling off
in value and that the price of wheat
is dropp'ng?

- —

“gat mush,” advises Champ Clark,
who may be right. We read it, talk it
and sing it, so why not eat it?

pon’'t think your ne‘ghbor is dis-
honest unless you have certain evi
dence of |_t.

{
caver lawyes tedis of o man-ar-
‘n that town on a. serious

AY
rosied
charge to —hom was assigned a bad

lawyer. The crude appearance of the
man retained to defend him distreased’
the prisoner.

“Is this my lawyer?” he asked.

“Yes,' said the judge.

“And he is going to defend me?”

“Yes.”

“If he shou!d die could | have an-
other lawyer?”

“Yes."

“Then, your honor, |1 request the
privilege of seeinz him in the back
room for a few minutes.” .

A tipht fisted old man, being mortal-
ly ill. called to him his -three best

Irishman and 2 Scatchman. He re
100 pounds and expressed the dying
wish that before he was huried they

depositing the money they owed him
beside him in the coffin.

They all agreed and when
trieand died the Englishman solemnly
placed 100 pounds in Bank of Engiand
notes in his 'ate friend's coffin. The
Irishman 'aid 100 pounds of gold be.
side the notes and the Scotchman took

'out the 200 nounds, leaving in its place
la check for 300 pounds.

{ A young writer who has been rather
unfortunate in the matter nf sales re-
'venn_v confided to a Jond that he had
‘at last written somet®ing that he was
sure would be accepted by the very

s 3

L

first magazine to which it was sent.
“You don't say!"” exclaimed the

friend, interested, “and what is it?
“A check for a year's subscription.”

:00000.;—;_0&0000
® LITTLE BENNY’S
NOTE BOOK

BY LEE PAPE L 4
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We played wedding on my (runt
steps this afternoon, me being the min-
ister and Reddy Merfy and Lilly Levy
getting married to eatch uther. the
rest of the kids being guests and pop
setting on the top step watching us.

Mr. Reddy Merfy, do you agree to
marry this woman throo thick and
thin? 1 sed.

Yes, sir, sed Reddy.

Miss Lilly Levy, do you asgree to
love, honor and support this man no
maiter who he is? I sed.

Yes, sir, sed Lilly Levy.

Then I pernounts you man and wom-
an, bless you, my children, I sed. And
1all the guests started to cheer, and
| Reddy sed to Lillv. Well. we are mar
ried now, wat shell we do?

L.ets go to the movies. sed Lilly.

No. I want to stay home for
change. sed Reddy. ;

Aw. T wunt to g0 to the movies, lets
go to the movies, sed Lilly.

You herd wat ! sed woman, your
my wife and you go! to obey me, sed
Reddy. And he took a ho'd of her pig
tall and gave it a fearse yank and
Lilly yelled. Owtch. and gave him a
krack rite in the fase, which if she
hadent of bin a zerl Reddy wood of
hit her back. and he was jest going
to do it envhow wen pop iumped up
and held them apart, sayving, Ceese,
let up, T heerby call this game off, its
untrue to life and a dangerous spec-
tacle to the community.

So us fellows got up a ame of lay
sheenie lay and woodent leeve the
werls in.

<*
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'HONORARY CPLONEL
LOSES HIS BARS

Des Moines, Dec. 16, -—-The war de-

friends, who were an Englishman, an " partment has struck a cruel blow at-they were both

{the thirteen honorarv colonels who

)

mander-in-chief of the lowa militia.
The colonels can no longer appear

would discharge their obligations by |in the gold trimmed uniforms of the!

my wheat!” retorted McLaughlin.
“None of that stuff!” shouted Aud-
ry as he clapped his hand over his
ifa(her's mouth. Alga did the same
)with her father.
| (Copyright, 1916, by McClure News-i Audrv spoke: “You biz men are
paper Syndicate.) jacting like a couple of kids. It's the
, S ds ,worst I've ever heard of. Don't you
| Hank Ruffy strode out of his shack think 't is a ridiculous, comical
into the hot Montana sunshine. He scream?” he asked Alga. who had be-
‘lived alone with his son Audry. Glanc- grn to titter. She nodded and laughed
Iing over the sun-baked plains he noc- outright and he joined in until they

your skin and bones herd pasturing in
AMICABLY SETTLED.

By H. A. Slattengren.

and unpleasant as it is just before a'!
were |

Now, unless I'm |

ant ticed something in the distance which were hoth

1caused bhim to hesitate and look more
fearefully.
ibavk into the house and came out
with a field glass, lLeveling this at
1the thing that-had interested him he

’as he lowered the gluss.

i “Audry.” he shouted.
“Hello,”” came a voice

shade of the shack.
“McLaughlin's cattle

from the

have broken
(give him a piece of my mind. You
!might look over the binder.”
| “All right, I'll Keep busy.”
i In a few minutes Rufiy was astride
'hig pony, raising clouds of white al-
kali dust, galloping in the direction of
McLaughlin's ranch,

McLaughlin was busy mending a
saddle when Ruffy rode up to him

lo, there.”
“How are you, Hank? Glad to see

. your cattle have broken into
(my oatfield again." .
{ “By Heck! Is that so?" said Mec-
Laughlin in surprise as he arose.
“Yes, that's =o, and you'd beiter get
ithem out of there.”
{ *“Sure. Hank, as soon
| Hope you aren't angrv.”
! “No, but it's a mighty unprofitable
yway of raising grain.”
“Yes, it is, but Ir
again, Have a cigar”

as possible

won't happen

|
1

|Soon several of Mcl.aughlin’s men
!were driving out the cattle and repair-
‘ing the fence.

On the followine afternoon Mec-
‘Laughlin noticed that some cattle
iwere in his wheat fleld. Hastily pro-
{curing a field glas: be saw that the
cattle be'onged to Ruffy.

“‘Aha. tit for tat,” he thought ag he
{saddled his pony and rode away to-
yward Rufiy’s ranch.
| When he reached Ruffy's place he
found the latter lounging in hig chair,
smoking and reading a paper.

'

| “Hello, McLaughlin. What's the
,trouble?”

“Hello, Hank Nerhing much, ex-
cept that vour cattle are sampling
my wheat.”

“The deuce they are. Darned crit-

rs anyway. Sayv Audry! Audryv!”
“Coming up. What you want?"

| “Hurry up and get my mavericks
out of Mclaughlin's grain. Be sure
ito fix the fence for good.”

{ “1 got you.”
i “How about
asked Ruffy.

“No. I don’t care for any. Thanks,
neverthelers,
tle out of the grain if we want to do
any threshing this fall.”

“You are right,” agreed Ruffy. “The
next time your cattle break into my
patch of choice Silver King oats I'll
ride over and shoot vou up.”

“The same here!”™ McLaughlin
shouted as his horse galloped away.

Audry was desperately in love with
Alga McLaughlin, so much so indeed
Ithal he had saved all of his money
tduring the last two vears and bought
an automobile because she was very
fond of motoring. Almoset every even-

some Sunnybrook?"

@ ing they took a spin together over the

plains, 'and there were few dances

@ |within a radiug of twenty-five miles

that they didn't attend. The matcn
was looked upon with favor by both
families; Audry was ready at any
time, so it all depended upon Alga.

A few days after McLaughlin had
visited Ruffy In regard to the cattle,
he noticed with chagrin and anger
that Ruffy's cattle had again broken
into his wheat fleld. Very angry. he
got his rifle, jumped onto his already
saddled pony and rode away.

" At about the same time Hank Ruffy
became aware of the fact that Me-
Laughlin’s cattle had again straved in-
to his patch of choice Silver King
oats. He swcre lengthily. After this
psychic relief he remwembered his
threat. and at onte decided to put it
into effect. Accordingly his trusty
automatie rifle was jerked from its
case, loaded and sung over his shoul-
der. He saddled his horse hurriedly
and rode away in angry haste.

About half way between the ranch
houses McLaughlin and Ruffy met.

Ruffy shouted: “Do you remember
what | said I'd do if your cattle got
'lulo my oals again?”

“Yep., and do vou recall what | al-
80 said?”
|  “Your mavericks are eating up the
i finest oats | ever had, so I am simp-
Iv going to shoot you up.”

“Same here; vyour blankety-blank
'crmers are wallowing in my wheat
|ﬂeld. I'll return bullet for bullet.”

! “Get off my horse. 1 can’t shoot
{you in cold blood.”

|  “That's what 1 say.
ywith my fists.”

{ Consequently the two slid from
‘their steedg, slung their rifles over the
saddle horns and pulled off their outer
iclothing. Then after a few minutes
iof sparring and invective they closed
‘in on each other and engaged in a
reguiar rough and tumble fight. This
!lasted for about five minutes, until
thoroughly | fagged,
sweating and pufing. Their clothing

I'm quite handy

minded them that they eacn owed him form the staff of the governor. as com- | Va8 torn, their faces were hruised
;and bleeding, and ench had a black

eye,
Too tired lo fight longer, they re-
treated to their horses - and grasped

amd, shouted a somewhat angry “‘Hel-

Ruffy accepted this and rode away. !

We must keep the cat-}

convulsed with laughter.
Ruffy and M?i.aughlin glowered at

After a moment, he went each other sheepishly until their chil-’

dren quieted down.
Then Avdry took Alga by the hand
and sald. “She bas promised to make

saw something that made him swear me the happiest man in the world. |

| You know what that means”
{ McLaughlin’'s and Ruffy's
softened.

i “The inevitable resull.” continued
‘Alga. “that there will be no fences be-

glares

What !imo the oats again. I'm going over to tween vour ranches and consequent-

Iv no trouble. Your cattle will cease
to- be two herds and become one, in
the same way as Alga and | will be-
come one in the near future,” Forth-
with he erushed her in his embrace
~and kissed her hiushing cheeks.
|  Ruffy and McLaughlin cidled foward
reach other awkwardly and shook
h:nds gingerly while looking into the
sky.
“Rain would help my
Ruffy.
% “My wheat also.” agrerd Mclaugh-
n.

|

oats,”  said

'
1

' OFFIT'TAL TEXT
! OF PEACE OFFER

by
I Washington, D. C., Dee. |5 —An un-
!nmoinl translation of Germany’'s note
negotiations mnde here from a copy
yof the official French text obtained
{from a diplomatic source, shows that,
lwhilp accurate in substance, the pre-
viously published version had many of
the decument’s sentences out of their
.proper order. The itranslation follows:
l:or_v has known has been ravaging a
tlarge part of the world for two years
iand a haif. This calamity, which the
| bonds of thensands of years of a com-
{ mon civilizaiion have not been able to
\prevent, is injuring humanity in its
| most nrecious heritage. It threatens
|io plunge into its ruins the moral and
{material progress which was the pride
|of Europe at the dawn of the twenti-
eth century.

{ “In this struggle Germany and her
callips—-Ausirio-Himeoary, T‘n:}cari:\ and
Turkeyv—have iven proof of their un-

“The most ferrible war which his-

feonguerable strength by achieving im- |

| portant successes over adversaries su-
| perior'in numbers and in war material.
!Their unshaken lines resist the con-
i tinuous atiacks of the armies of their
|adversaries. The last diversion in the

Balkans has been speedily and vietor- |

jously thwarted. Recent events bave
demonstrated that the prolongation of
the war wonld not he able to break
their power of resistance. On the ath.
er hand. the general situation justifies
them in hoping for further succ=sses.

“It was to defend their existence
and their freedom of national develop-

forced to take up arms. The achieve-
ments of their armies have not altered
this purpose. Not a singhe instance
have they departed from the convic-
tion that respect for the right of other
nations is in no way incompatible with
legitimate interests. They do not seek
to shatter or annihilate their adversar-
ies.

“Conscious of their military and
economic power and ready if necessary
to continue to the very end the strug-
gle which has been forced udpon them,
but inspired at the same time with the
desire to stop the flow of blood and to
put an end to the horrors of war, the
four allied powers propose to enter
forthwith into negotiations for peace.
They are convinced that the propos-
als which they will submit and which
aim to insure the existence, the honor
and the development of their peoples
will be appropriate Lo serve ag a basis
for the reestablishment of a perma-
nent peace.

“If, despite this offer of peace and
reconciliation, the struggie should go
on, the four allied powers are deter-
mined to continue it to the end, dis-
claiming solemnly before humanity
and history responsibility therefore.”

LAST CROP REPORT

Government Makes Public Its Final
Estimates on the Nation's Agri-
cultura! Yields.

Washington. D. C.. Dec. 15.—Final
esimates of this year's production of
the country's principal farm crope
were announced by the department of
|agriculture today. The figures given
in comparison are those of the 1910-
1914 average:

Corn—2,583,241,000 dbusheis, comosar-
ed with 2,732.457,0M0, the 191714 av-
erage.

Wheat - 639,886,000 bushels, compar-
ed with 728,225.000.

Qats-—1,251,992,000 bushels, compar-
ed with 1.157,961,000.

Barley—180.927.006 against
000,

Rye-—47.282,000 against 37,568,000.

iS6,208,-

Buckwhaat--11,340,000 against 17.-
022,060
Flax seed 15,409,006 against 18,357,

Lopo

t Rice—41.982,000 against 24378004,

army of the Nationa ard. If they 5—285,437 it 260,
“m"y. uniform it m‘:gﬂ,, one which their rifies At this juncture an aum-!--rg:,%m“ ottt tdy
their , has no semblance to the outfit of ."ylmobile emerged from a turn in !hr-l Sy . 70.825 000 i
branch of the army or navy, the order Toad and sped toward them. o before | _SWee! potaves—i0455.000 azainst
from Washington reads. |'ho' enraged ranchers could shoot at,oi.'17.000.
i The news comes just now as a new ©ach other Alga and Audry had deiven| Hay (tame|— 5381000 tons agalnst
governor is about to be inaugurated their machine hetween them. Both 96,234,000,
in lowa and a new general staff is to!jumped qut ran to their respective| Tobacco 1.150,622.6000 pourds
be selected. Thirteen men are to bal!Darents and jerked their rifles from |aguinet 997858 000
selected as t'ye governor's aldes. They them. IR —11.511.006 bales against 14.-
are to rpvei\'r‘no salary. The only! “Well what in thunder is the tnvun-fr.-l;ﬂ:,xf?“ g PEIERIRIAIAL 14,
compensatiop the staff has received.in Ing of all this®" asked Audry in excite- '™ beets-—.6% 3,000 tons azainct
the pest was the privilege of appearing ment. ¥ :.‘lmh,~ eets WO ! lons AZAUns
in uniform with the governor on state “Yes, that's what 1'd iike to ‘\'"0“'-"1""" B e ;
oceasions and  having  the honorary agreed Alga, <1 Arples—6TENS060  barreis  azainsi
title of colonel conferred on thery, +  “That stiff over there expecis to fat- 55,906,000,

g
a3 i

{o the entente nations pronoging peace |

ments that the four allied powers were |

b
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‘OSKALOOSA IS

 APPRECIATIVE |

'FIREMEN MAKE MANY FRIENDS
FOR CITY WHEN THEY AID

|
{
| IN THE BIG FIRE.
That Oskaloosa is deeply ‘appreci-
ative of the assistance rendered by the
lccal firemen at the disastrous fire Fri- &
'day-is shown by the following excerpls
from the Oskaloosa Daily Herald’s ac-
jcount of the affair: A
i\ Ottumwa returned the favors this
morning and they were surely appre-
ciated. Tht Ottumwa fire company
answering Oskaloosa's call . for ‘help =
made a remarkable overland run from
| Ottumwa to Oskaloosa before daylight.
; The thirty-three miles of rough coun- °
[try read was covered by Otitumwa's
Itruck in less than an hour. Leaving
(Ottumwa at four minutes of 6 o'clock
ithe Ottuniwa boys arrived on . the
igeene before seven,
i It was through the assistance of the
Ottumwa company and the Grinnell
fire fighters that the progress of the
Iblaze was stopped and further loss
,prevented. Our boys were about worn
fout with the long grind when help ar- &
rived. L
Ottumwa remembered the time 8
when Oskaloosa’s company responded
to the Ottumwa call and made the trip
through the cold and bitter weather of
! mid winter 1o the Wapello county city
| to assist Ottumwa to stop her disas-
frous blaze. o
“No siree, Maycr Harrold, we would .
| not think of taking any money for our
'services. We were only too glad to
assist and then Ottumwa hasn't forgot-
ten hew Oskaloosa saved the day. a .
few years ago.” And Ottumwa did, 3
not take the $220 which the city of
Oskaloosa decided to present the down
state firemen. Fire Chief G, L. Sloan
; would not listen to the mayor or coun.
cilmen. oA
Starting as he did in the dark .of
night, carrying five men and full
equipment of fire fighting apparatus
(Captain Robert Frost of the Ottumwa
fire department accomplished a {
feat in his drive to Oskaloosa,
negotiated the distance of thirty-three
miles in less than an hour between
starting and stopping of his motor. .
On some of the stretches the speed
of the truck exceeded seventy-five
miles. Roads were excellent, not
in the wav, but facing the wind was
severe punishment for the driver
men clinging to the truck, The ride
for the men was like sitting astride the
tail of a comet. o il !

'S CREW-

'COAST GUARDSMAN PERFO
GREAT FEAT IN GETTING ON*
STRANDED SHIP. #

Fureka, Cal.. Dec. 15.—The’
rine H-3 in which twenty-five en
men and two officers of the 1.
were imprizoned for hours yés
twhile she pounded, disabled,
‘heavy surfl on the heach north of
Eureka harbor entrance, was st
tact 4s to hull =arly today. as far
could be seen from the shore.

The sea was smoother during
‘night and hepe was expressed tha
iwith the aid of the coast guard.cutt
| McCullough, which left San Francis
11ast night ard should arrive here.
‘ing the day, the stranzded diver
ibe bauled bu"k hl‘n!;)l dee;;tatermm
| The crew of the H3 8
on the U. S. ship Cheyenne, the moth-
er ship of the H fNotilla. in Fureka =
bor while the H-1 and the H-2,
were accompanying the H-3 to
Diego from Puget sound, continued
convoyed to San Francisco. ... .

Werner Sweins, the plueky, of
guardsman of the Eureka life ss
station, loomed up today as the
of the reseue. While the navy
were still bottled up in the
coast guard cutter with
pulled alongside with a lead y
breeches buoy. When the cutter ¥
dashed away by a giant wave
leaped aboard the diver and
the line.

Washed overboard, he

straggling line and hauled b m 'al :
safety, only to be forced to re o
life or demth struggle a ‘later. 3

The conning tower hatch was ope
to him when the men imidew ]
aware of his presence . “hiw
lusty kicks and a ‘little later»m
and members of the crew were sbie'to
haul the buoy tackle aboard.

FIND BUMPER RIDER"
FROZEN ON TRACKS *

Atlantic, Dec. 16.—Hurrying home 1o 5
spend Christmas with his mother‘'in 5
Oshkosh, Wis., and wishing to sive
his money by riding on the bumpers of
a Rock Island passenger truim, v
Clark. who has been empleyed in ap
Omaha restaurant, numbed by the zee
temperature and while the train--
making a sharp curve. was thrown ©
and is now in an Atlantic
where it is feared he will die. C
feet and hands are frozen and Wi
have to be amputated.and he is ather
wise in a serious state. He Mm
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most of the night on the growad
was picked up by a train crew.

LIVE FISH SCARES
POSTOFFICE CLERK

AR

Shenandoah, Dec. 16-—When |
Christine Swanson. a maii clork at the =
Hamburg postoffice, fouched a paeks
age in the evening delivery and it B
ped, she gave a shriek that brought the
force and the postmaster (0 her rés-
cne. Tt happened this way: :
Opelt’s father lives across
| couri river at Peru, Neb. :
| Stanley 2 fresh fish that eveningia
it was of the buffalo species, noted
longevily When the young
picked up the package contain
fish it wizmed and sauirmed fieldl
and she drepped it 1ke a hot

GRAND OCPERA ASSUR
g Pec. 16 ~Half a¢ J
insure grand opera to Ch
cago for the next five vears basth
pledged br wealthy  Chica

was announce¢ today.
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