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CO-ORDINATION.
(From Thursday's Daily.)

Doubtless many a meal was slight-
od in the senate restaurant at the
mational capitol yesterday while Sec-
rotary Baker and Senator Chamber-
latn lunched together and discussed
the Oregon semator’s proposed meas-
ure for the creation of a war cabinet.

The public has discussed these two
men so much during the past few
weeks, welghing criticism and defense
as each was offered, that it might
have been less surprised to learn that

they had engaged in a wordy encoun-,

ter at a chance meeting than to read
that they bad met by appointment and
lunched together amicably.

It is reassuring to know that after
a series of more or less heated inter-
ehanges of an official character, they
still are able to meet without seconds
for a sane discussion of their differ-
ences and a wholesome effort to ar-
rive at that solution which will be
best for the country’s interests. It is
Indicative, too, of the spirit of service
which exists in America's govern-
mental circles and always has done so.
In France, for instance, challenges
and perhaps some inexpert swords-
manship would have punctuated the
{nvestigation which Senator Cham-
berlain’s committee has been con-
ducting for weeks. And as for lunch-
Ing together, the principals, in France,
eould not have been brought into the
same restaurant together without pre-
cipitating an embarrassing and scan-
dalous scene.

Senator Chamberiain, according to
the account he gave The Associated
Press of his conversation with the sec-
retary, improved the opportunity to
teill Mr. Baker that the senate's mili-
tary committee is working with a de-
pire to strengthen the administration
for the conduct of the war and not to
hinder it. This is a point which sup-
porters of Mr. Baker persist in ignor-
ing.
“The chicf difference between us,”
Benator Chamberlain explained, “was
that 1 believe affirmative legislative
action is necessary and Mr. Baker
does not. 1 asked him to think it
over and suggest any changes in the
bill he might desire. The committee
Is not wedded to any particular plan
but we believe some legislation to
establish centralized authority with
legal control is necessary.”

There are dozens of instances which
have shown the need for snch central-
fred authority to co-ordinate the vari-
pus war activities. Necessarily and
raturally their paths cross. There is
duplication of effort, conflict between
priority orders, delay in important
work because each of two or more
fepartments depends on the others to
perform duties which lie in the neu-
tral ground between the limits of the
various organizations.

It is to bring system and order in
puch instances that a supreme war
eabinet is proposed. The proposal is
pot, of itself, a reflection on the effi-
ciency of any single department. Co-
oprdination would be needed if every
activity in the nation’s complex war-
making machine were functioning
properly within its own limits of au-
thority.

Secretary Baker believes the
ehanges which have been made or de-
lermined upon in the war department
since the need for co-ordination was
pointed out will solve the whole prob-
lem. BSenator Chamberiain believes a
properly authorized and legalized
war cabinet still will be needed to
bring the reorganized war depart-
ment and the other war activities in-
to entire co-operation. Mr. Baker
does not deny the necessity for co-
prdination, but he promises to effect
|t without the assistance of the pro-
posed legislation.

There is nothing to do mow but!

wait for him to make the experiment
and hope that he may win success and
that the costly errors which in the
past have been due to lack of co-or-
dination may not be duplicated.

THE WAGON MINE.

Cedar Rapids, Muscatine, Waterloo
and a dozen other points in Iowa have
felt the pinch of acute coal fumines
this winter, and the list may be
Jengthened any day before spring
opens. Ottumwa, on the other hand,
has been unusually fortunate, largely
because many coal consumers sup-
plied themselves for the winter last
summer and fall.

This foresight would not have been
sufficient to save Ottumwa from a coal
shortage of serious proportions, how-
ever, if a considerable portion of the
market had not been supplied by the
small mines situated within a few
miles of the city and known as wagon
mines.

Much of the houschold coal con-
sumed in Ottumwa comes from these
workings.
city’'s winter quota originates in lowa
mines on railroads centering here.
Some comes from the Illinois fields
and in other years Kentucky and West
Virginia have contributed to the local
market. These states have sent little
coal into Iowa this winter, however,
as compared with former years.

. Frequently during the present win-
ter season the Ottumwa market has

A larger proportion of the;

been experienced within the past
twenty-four hours has increased the
demand on several occasions and only
the fact that the highways were not
made impassable by heavy snows has
ecabled the coal dealers to supple-!
ment their ordinary stocks by draw-
ing coal from nearby wagon mines,

This situation 18 more fortunate
than safe. It argues strongly for pur-
chases of household coal next sum-
mer. If a sufficient demand could be
created during the warm months this
year to keep the natiom’s mines busy
continuously, there would be little
danger of a coal shortage In America
Inext winter, no matter how great the
demand may be then.

ITALY IN LEAD,

The progress of the fighting in Itaiy
during the months that have passed
since Cadoma crossed the mountains
and ventured into Austrian territory |
|has demonstrated beyoad question the
superiority of the Ttallan scldiers over
those of Austria-Hungary.

It was only when the Germans re-|
inforced their allles that Cadorna was
turned back. It was a mixtare of Ger-
man military strength and German so-
clalistic propaganda which drove the’
Italians westward in their famous re-|
treat. It was Italian desperation, brav-
ery and patriotism which stemmed the
Teutonic tide at last and it is the bril-
'liancy of Italian fighting *~ which has
dealt defeat after defeat to Austrian
forces during the campaign on the
northern front along the Piave river. |

The Italians have fared less fortuvu- |
ately with the Germans than with the
| Austrians, and it 1s well that British
land French veterans are at hand to
‘help guard Italy and France against
the kaiser’'s own armies.

The mountain positions taken from
the Austrians this week by the Latins
have figured prominently in the dis-
\patches before. They have been the
scene of other heavy engagements and
were lost by the Italians in stubborm
fighting which was decided only by
the presence of overwhelming num-
bers of Austirian reinforcements.

If the dispatches are to be believed,
and there is no reason to disbelieva
{them when so many point to the same
| conclusion, the Italians woul experi-
ence little dificulty in accounting for
the Austrian armies alone, could a de-
cigive engagement be fouglt with the
lenemies on an equal footing at the
start.

If the score of the armies'in the
great war were being compiled like
the standing of a baseball league’s
varfous teams, Italy would top the
second division with a safe lead over
Austria.

\

TRUE TO FORM.

Because of the inefficiency of the
city council and because its members
were ignorant of the duties which are
im d on them by the fact that they
hold cial positions, the quarrel over
rates for electricity and steam is about
to be thrown into the courts with the
eity’s position about the least desir-
able it is possible to conceive.

There can be little doubt that the
ocompany will be able to convince the
court that some increase in rates is
n . That mach has been ad-
mitted generally by citizens. But be-
cause the council is unable to deter-
mine the proper limit of the increase
it has adopted an ordinance granting
none at all and it is this ordinance
which the company will attack if it
demands court action.

The adoption of this ordinance fol-
lows the informal approval of a sched-
ule of increases which never was in-
vestigated by the council with a view
to determining its fairmess until after
it had been in force for more than a
month.

The whole transaction, as far as the
council is concerned, has been char-
acterized by a child-like ignorance and
neglect of official duty and responsi-
bility which would be shocking but
for the faect that it is perfectly true
to form.

GUBERNATORIAL TIMBER.

Discuszing the coming state cam-
paign, some lowa newspapers have
mentioned C. S. Harper of Ottumwa
as a possible candidate for the repub-
lican gubernatorial nomination. Al
though Mr. Harper has given no in-
timation of his desire to seek political
honors, this is an appropriate time to
record the fact that the voters of
Jowa would display an admirable
brand of wisdom, should the opportu-
nity be offered, by nominating and
electing him. |

Mr. Harper is not a politician, a fact
which truly is a recommendation. He
is a business man and a successful
one, being one of the owners and ac-
tive directors of a concern which
ranks among lowa’s foremost whole-
sale firms.

He takes a marked interest in civic
and communily affairs and has just
completed two years' service as presi-
dent of the Ottumwa Commercial
club. Largely through his efforts the
Wapello County Farm bureau has
been established, brought into co-op-
eration with the Commercial organ-
ization and conducted with such
marked success that the joint asso-
ciation serves as an example for other
counties throughout lowa.

He has been one of the madst effi-
cient workers for the Liberty Loan,
Red Cross and Y. M. C. A, war fund
in this section of the state and has
given unstintedly of his time and.
money.

Mr. Harper is 41 years old. He was
born in Cttumwa and has lived here
continuously except for four years

spent at Harvard. H¢ is of the young-
er generation of Jowans to which the

| ‘This
bis candidacy for the governorship. |
It is written, indeed, without knowl-!
edge of his political desires and with-

sesses any, and is inspired wholly by
the fact that he has been mentioned
for an office which he is qualified
most admirably to fill.

It would certainly be a blessing to
| this state to have its affairs for four;
years under the direction of a busk
ness man.

SOCIAL REVOLUTION.
Encouraged by

1mpvly. Excessive cold such ag has'u'm serve to support the coming so-

cial revolution in Europe.”

Truly, this is taking in a large bit of
territory, if all Europe is meant. Rus-
sia, to be sure, is in the throes of what
may be called a social revolution as
well as anything else.. Just what a
genuine social revolution might be is
# lttle difficuit to determine. We read
about it in soclalistic literature and
apparently it has tp do with a millen-
fum which will re-create all who sur-
vive its inauguration as equals in men-
tal, moral, physical and other attri-
butes. In the process, too, it will wipe
out jealousy and selfishness along
with the thought of private ownership.
Indeed, it will destroy the personal
equation entirely.

Of course, the reign of socialism in
Russia has not done that. Indeed, it
has not started to do it, for it has sub-
stituted chaos for a sort of order, an-
archy’s red flag for the symbol af
authority, mismanagement for a sort
of governmment and survival of the
strongest for a creed that sought to
recognize persomal rights. Crime s
unbridied, murder is
provoke comment, robbery has out-

|m1pped all other arts, and the Russia

of today presents the most striking
picture of anarchy's high carnival the
modern world has been permitted to
viow. g

Months ago, while still there was a
gemblance of order in Russia, Premier
Kerensky confessed to the world at
large the country’s inability to con-
tinue a factor in the war agaimst the
central powers. Since then armies
have been dishanded, laws have been
erased, discipiine has been tkhrown to
the winds, munition manufacturing has
ceased, and Russia is divided into a
dozen factions.

The commanderinchief of the
armies which exist only for plunder of
their own land declares war on all the
world, and the socialistic council to
which he owes his commission orders
the mobilisation of 'a red army “to
support the coming social revolution
in Europe.”

The Russian armies, in their most
recent starts, have scored notable vic-
tories—they have shown themselves
able to retreat farther and faster than
their German and Austrian enemies
could move in followings them. The
speed with which the Russtans pro-
gressed homeward was due in part to
their forethought in discarding weap-
ons and other useless impediments as
they ran. Naturally, these cluttered
the roadways over which the pursuiug
armies were compelled to pass and
hampered them considerably in what
might otherwise been a. more nearly
even trial of speed.

On the showing they have made in
the past year or so, however, the Rus-
sians cannot be recommended very
highly for offenstve warfare. It
Europe’s social revolution must await
their coming, some mental revolution
must take place within the brain of
the red army and its recruits must be
taught to believe that home, safety
and immunity from Prussian guns lies
to the west insiead of the east.

AMERICA’S AIM.
(From Friday's Daily.)

In his admirably frank and inspir-|
ing address to the farmers of America, |

published yesterday, President Wilson
urged proper attention to the necessl-
ty for victory over Germany as a mat-
ter of self-protection. This was pe-
culiarly an address to Americans, as
distinguished from the addresses to
the world at large which he has read
before congress and that which he
sent to Pope Benedict. It was a
heart-to-beart talk among the people
of the United States.

It placed particular stress on the
fact which has been given a place of
secondary importance in several of
the president’s references to Ameri-
ca's purposes in the war. It said in
so many words that we are fighting in
defense of America and her institu-
tions, her form of government, her
people, her homes, her firesides. In-
cidentally, to be sure, victory over
the kaiser will “make the world safe
for democracy,” but the fact that ap-
peals and must appeal to every loyal
American citizen was stated thus by
the president:

“Germany’'s hands of violence
had been laid upon our own people
and our own property in flagrant
violation not only of justice but of
the well-recognized and long stand-
ing covenants of international law
and treaty. We are fighting,
therefore, as truly for the liberty
and self government of the United
States as if a war of our owm
revolution had to dbe fought over
again, and every man in every
business in the United States
must know by this time that his
whole future fortune lies in the
balance. Our national life and
our own economic development
will pass under the sinister influ-
ences of foreign conp'ol it we do
not win. We must win, there-
fore, and we shall win. [ need
not ask you to pledge your lives
and fortunes with those of the
rest of the nation to the accom-
plishment of that great end.
America's aims are no less high be-

cause they are for Amserica's future.

They are more understandable, how-

ever, more practical and better calcu-
lated to rally to the support of our ar-
mies every patriotic American with
avery ounce of energy he possesses,
than if they were described merely as
defense of democracy in the abstract.

SHATTERING MORALE.
Whatever may be the ultimate truth
about the strikes in Germany, it is

production of munitions has been re-
duced, that there is a well-grounded
desire among (he Germans of the

not contemplate extension of Ger-
man’s frontiers, and that the temper
of the proletariat i{s working toward
the stage at which revolutions are
proclaimed and empires are upset.

It is apparent that the militarists
and annexationists played their trump
card without taking a trick when they
circulat.d an appeal by General Hin-
denburg, urging the strikers to return

the success they!to their tasks and labor for the tri-
have enjoyed in Russia and by that|umph of Kkultur and the glorification
which they count as won in Finland,|of their armies. The Hindenburg ap-
] the bolsheviki announce that the new | peal has proved poternt on other occa-
Jeld no more than a two davs' uonnsl“workmen and peasants’ red army|sions; it may win out this time, bnt,nounelu any

that some time it may fail altogether.

Much as we would like to accept at
face value the maximum figures on
the number of strikers and the most
thrilling stories of the uprising, The
Courier is forced to credit the London
correspondents in Holland who in-
cline to the belief that the German
government has taken advantage of a
condition which 13 not actually critic-
al and has permitted stories of an
alarming strike crisis to reach the
outside world in furtheranece of the
familiar German plan of encouraging
the empire's enemies to believe in a
prospect of revolution which really
can not be realized.

ment has spread to any other points
in the domain of the kaiser. Unoffi-
clal dispatches quote larger figures
and go Into detail in describing
strikes in Hamburg, Kiel and a dozen
other ocenters of industry.
dispatches are. wrong and the semi-
official rerorts are either correct or
an exaggeration of the condition, the
publicity campaign must have been
organized with an extreme measure

tified by the results,

For the peoples outside of Germany,
particularly in those countries which
are at war against the kaiser, are too
well acquainted with Teutomic meth-
ods to permit their joy over an awak-
ening of the German people to Ilull
them into an unwise assurance that

after all, through revolution rather
than through defeat at the hands of
the allies’ armiee. .

If we credit the stories of Germany’s
internal unrest at even half their face
value we must conclude that the of-
fensive and defensive strength of the
empire and its armfes is touched in a
vital spot. Sueh a condition within
the empire can not make for the loy-
alty which an army and navy need at
their backs to encourage them in bat-
tles with determined, well-trained
foemen.

Cermany, cowed and with the spir-
it of revolt crushed beyond hope of re-
vival, can not be depended upon to in-
spirc the German armies. Morale,

to an army a strength beyond its lead-
ers’ hopes, must come from behind
the lines as weli as from within the
hearts and consciences of the fighting
men themselves. If the support of
the home folks is lacking, the German
army has little to spur it to heroic
fighting save lust for battle and iron
discipline. Belief in the justice of
their cause, which possibly may have
inspired some of the kaimer’s soldiers
earlier in the war, has suffered some
terribly hard blows since America en-
tered the war and inaugurated a
world-wide, open-minded discussion of
all that the war means.

DER TAG.
(From Saturday’'s Daily.)

Germany’s ruthiess submarine war-
fare is a year old. Twelve months ago
yesterday it was begun, and Voa Tir-
pitz told the German people England
would be forced to surrender within
six months. “Der Tag” was set def}
nitely for August 1, with the privilege
of moving the date into an earlier
month.

But when August came and England
still was fighting with no lack ot de-
| termination the advocates of ruthless-
ness silenced the murmurs of the disap-
pointed German public with assur
ances that success must come 8001
and that it merely had been deferred
by America’'s unexpected participation
as an ally of the entente. Any help
America could give would be of a
minor sort. the U-boat’s sponsors said;
it could omly lengthen the period of
submarine operations a few months
and could not change the ultimate re-
sult

From time to time dates were set as
the limit for England’s endurance, but
each time a revision was necessary.
Finally, during the winter Von Tirpitz
lost patience with England and Amer-
ica and with the Germans, telling the
latter he must refuse to fix the exact
time for the British surrender. Still
he assured them victory was certain.

Now a year has passed. Hundreds
of vessels have been sunk. Thousands
of persons have been murdered. The
word “ruthless” has taken on a new
and horrible meaning which will iden-
tity it with German barbarity as long
as history shall be read. And yet,
other hundreds of vessels continua to
sail the Atlantic and to carry food,
munitions and soldiers, and also ex-
pert gunners with a penchant for send-
ing submarines on their final plunge.

Vessels which carried the German
flag before the war are crossing the
submarine zone as transports, flying
the stars and stripes and helping to
pave the way for American and alled
victory. Scores of busy shipyards in
America and Great Britain are a<clat-
ter with the preparation of still more
ships.

The submarine did much to bring
America into the war. It has served
to record indelibly on history’s pages
the fact that the modern Hun multi-
plies the barbaric criminality of his
forbear by the sum of the minutes in
all the centuries that have come and
gone since Attilla's day. It has not
achieved the purpose for which it was
|intended, it has not brought the day of
|Germany’s triumph for kultar. Indeed,
it has gone far to seal the doom of
Germany’'s autocracy and ensure f{ts

rapparent that work Las been halted at defeat at the hands of a union of
state must look for inuch of its prog-;least for a time in a number of indus- Christian peoples bent on defending
ress during the coming twenty years.'tries which are of vital importance to humanity against murderous assault.

is not an announcement of the government and the army, that the;

LOYALTY.
| lowans of German parentage organ-

out even the knowledge that he pos-'worklnz classes for a peace which does ized a patriotic society in Des Moines

yvesterday setting an example worthy
of emulation in every state.

It draws the line, too, between Gor-
man - Americans and American - Ger-
mans. Without entering into the dis-
cussion of which nation's name should
come first in the hypbenated title,
citizens of Jowa whose parentage is
German can announce their loyalty by
subscribing to the resolutions adopted
at yesterday’'s meeting and by aligning
themselves with patriotic Americans
who have pledged their loyalty to this
country and its government in re-
Ger-

|the fact that it was not effective im-'
mediately gives ground for the belief tions

of care which hardly would seem jus. |

victory over the kaiser will come,

the indefinable spirit which imparts;city.

many may have had on their affec

It is not asking too much to insist
that this be regarded as the test of
loyalty at this time. Citizens of
America either are loyal or disloyal
now. There is no proper middle
ground.
i 1
COAL—NOT PRICES.

“We proceeded on the idea that we
{ wanted coal—not a lot of prices that
no one wouid pay any attention to,”
is the succinct explanation by Polk
county’s new fuel committee chair
man re
Nshing a flat retail price of $5.76 a
son for Jowa lump eoal in Des Moines.

t ne can get coal now and not

tee fixed a price of $4 a ton at the
ymine mouth, but nobody counld get
! coal. Consumers who own their own
teams still can go to the mine and
buy their coal there at $4.”

! Ottumwans are not concerned with

If these the fights throngh which Des Moines| “It's strange that

! has been passing during the winter,
first with one coal controller and then
with another. But they are con-
!oerned. and so is every coal consumer
‘in lowa, with the conclusion which
has been reached not only in Des
Moines but in other lowa cities and

throughout the country— “We want'

coal, not prices.”

Amerieca does not want to go
'througb another such winter as that
which is worrying along toward a
|close. If the mines of the covntry
jcan be worked through the coming
summer without interruption—that is,
if the demand for coal is sufficient to
maintain production and distribution
—there will be little danger of a repe-
tition next winter of this winter’s
coa! famines.

It is up to the consumer. Right
row, while the shortage of the present
winter etill is with us, The Courier
urges coal consumers in southern
Iowa to buy coal next summer for
i next winter.

This advice was given in these cot
umms last summer for the present win-
ter, and the fact that it was followed
by many constmers is in part re
sponsible for Ottumwa’s immunity
from the coa! famines which have
been felt in almost every other lowa

Less with the desire to say, “We
told you so” than to emphasize the
fact that extensive buying last sum-
mer would have gone far toward solv-
ing this winter’s problem, we repro-
duce here a part of an editorial
which appeared in The Courier August
21, 1917, the day before President Wik
son announced bhis tentative price
schedule:

As the result of somewhat ex-
tenstve investigations The Courier
has made during the last few
weeks, wilh a view to getting at
the exact facts with regard to the
coal sitnation as it concerns the
individual householder and coal
consumer, we are of the opinion
that the greater portion of the
furore which has raged so flercely
touches the ultimate consumer on
the question of supply rather than
that of price.

The price issue is a major one
with the coal buyer who figures
his year's wants by carloads or
hundreds of cars and who, be-
cause of the dominating propor
tions of his purchases, realizes
gain or loss of hundreds or thou-
sands of dollars as the result of
minor flactuations in coal prices.

But to the householder, with
whose inmterests The Courier is
concerned, the important question
in connection with coal is: “Can
I get it when I want it?” pot “Will
it cost $5 or $6 a ton?"

The average dwelling can be
heated through the average win-
ter by the burning of fifteen or
eighteen tons of coal. Fluctua.
tions of §1 a ton in price during
the winter means $15 or $18 ex-
pense to the householder, or per-
haps $3 a month during the coal
months. This sum is small com-
pared with the increases the same
ordinary citizen is compelled to
meet in other items of living ex-
pense, and in a great many in-
stances he pays the advanced
price without a murmur.

But he wants coal when he
needs it. He prefers tu pay $15
or $18 a year extra for it rather
than risk cold, discomfort and
sickness in his famfly as the re-
sult of fmability to keep his home
warm in winter.

And because this risk is a very
present one this year, on account
of the extraordinary demand for
coal which exceeds the tonnage
all the coal mines of America will
be able to produce, The Courfer
urges its readers to buy coal for
the winter without delay and at
the present prices, rather than
wait for government control to
reduce the figures,

It may be possible for a nation-
al coal controller to pool all the
coal producing and transporting
agencies in America and effect a
reduction in price. But such a
reduction, if it is brought about,
will be a small one as far as the
small user of coal is concerned.

And on the other hand, it may
not be possible to bring about any
reduction. The appointment of a
controller is an experiment and
no one can foretell the success of
the plan with any degree of ac-
curacy.

The law of supply and demand
is as immutable as the Ten Com-
mandments. It has governed the
coal industry for generations, and,
in the last analysis, it will con-
tinue to govern it, whether fed-
eral control exists or not. If the
demand exceeds the supply,
someone must be without coal,
and the only way to escape the
effects of a shortage is to buy
now,

If governmeut control does
anything to assist the private

{ consumer, it will be to direct the
distribution in ssch a way that a
supply may be found in roatail
yards throughout the winter, from
which the improvident house-
holder may * obtain his current
supply. This benefit, if it can be
obtained for the consumer by the
government, will far outweigh
any minor decrease from presemt

-

his action in estab-|

.

The Glant Scarecrow.

Farmer Green always cizimed that
Mr. Crow was a ruffian and a robber

“That old chap has been coming
here every summer for years,” he said
to his son Johnnie one day. “I al
iways know him whenever 1 see him,
'because he's the biggest one of all the
| crows that steal my corn.”

That was Farmer Greem's way of
looking at a certain matter. But old
| Mr. Crow regarded it otherwise. He
! knew well enough what Farmer Green

Everyo
The fact remains, however, that the 'have to wait moie than forty-eight'thonght of his trick of digging up the
semi-ofictal reports of the condftion ' hours for its delvery,” the new cop- Dewly planted corn. And his owxn
place the namber of strikers in Ber- troller added. “The former commit-|idea and Farmer Green's did not agree
lin at 120,000 and deny that the move- |

at all.

! Now, this matter was something
‘that old Mr. Crow never mentioned
unleas somebody else spoke of it first
jAnd then Mr. Crow would shake his
head slowly, and sigh, and say:
Farmer Green
i doesn’t understand how much I help
hire. I'm as bwsy as I can be all sum-
mer long, destroying insects that in-
jure his crops. And since I help Farn-
er Green to raise his corn, I'm sure
I have as good a right to a shars of it
ias the horses that plough the fleld, or
the men that hoe it. Famer Green
gives them corn to eat. But be never
once thinks of giving me any.

You see, there are always two sides
to every question and that was Mr.
‘Crow's. But Farmer Green never knew
how Mr. Crow felt about the matter.
And every spring, at corn planting
time, he used to set up scarccrows in
‘his corn field, hoping they would
frighten the crows away.

And so they did. At least, rome of
the younger crows were afraid of
those straw-stuffed dummies, with

their hats tipped over their faces or last,” he said.

upon one side, and their empty sleeves
flapping in the winds that swept:
through the valley. But old Mr. Crow;
was too wise to be fooled so easily.,
He would scratch up the corn =t the
very feet of the
chuckle at the same time. >
It must not be supposed that Farm
er Green did not know what was going
on. He often caught =sight of Mr.
Crow in the cornfield. But it always
happened that Mr. Crow saw him foo.
And Farmer Greem could never get
near the old rugue.

2

a whole cvening trying to think
some way :n which he could outwit
Mr. Crow. And by bedtime he bhad
upon a pian that he liked,

The nevt day, with Johnnie to h
him, he set to work to build a
scarecrow. It was twice as
the tallest man that was ever
And for a hat Farmer Green set
its head a huge tin pan, which
tered when the sun shone upon #t. ;i

“ThatTl fix him!" said Farmer
Green, as he stood off and Jooked at
the giant. And as for his son Johnnie
he daneed up and down and shouted
—he was so pleased.

But Mr. Crow was not pieased when
he flew toward the cornfield the mext

_%aifi% g

shoulder that looked very like a gum.

1

And (hat night Farmer Greem felt
quite merry.

“T've scared that old crow away st

prices which may—and may not
—be won for the buyer of retail

feld service m‘. m dl‘ll
regulations, signal book, interioe
guard duty,

coal by federal intervention.

Dr. Garfield, newly appointed fuel ad-
ministrator, began tinkering with the
price problem tc the exclusion of

warned against early coal buying and

considerably lower. After wasting
severa] weeks in this manner—weeks
which were too valuable to be wasted
—he discovered that after all, priee
was the secondary comsideration and

There isample time now for consuom-
ers to lay aside money with which to
pay for next winter's coal supply next
summer. The experiences of the pres-

ine.
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The Park Ave. News.

Weather. Colder jest wen you think
its going to be warmer, and vica
virtue. 3

000

Spoarts. Lew Davis was at Puds
Simkinses house last Satidday nite
and it started to pour rain and Lew
Davis stayed all nite, and in the morn-
ing him and Puds Simkins had a flap-
cake eating contes! at brekfist, wich
after Puds had ate 12 his mother
woodent give him eny more, giving
Lew Davis 2 more on account of him
being a guest, making him win on a
foul.

Leroy Shooster in a Axsidint. Wile
jumping hitching posts and fire plugs
on his way to skool last Thersday
morning, Leroy Shooster fell down
and hert his leg 3o bad he went home
and asked his mcther if she thawt
eny bones was broak, wich none was,
and his mother gave him a ixcuse
note for Miss Kitty and he dident get
to skool till the fizzeology lessin was
haff way throo. Wich the next day
Sid Hunt tried it, falling 3 times be-
fore he cood make a mark on his leg,
and his mother gave him a ixcuse note
and he dident come in skool till almost
recess time with it, Miss Kitty making
him stay an hour after skool and say-
ing the next time enybody tried it
they wood stay 2 hours.

Pome by Skinny Martin.

The Berd on the Telegraff Wire.
The little berd on the telegraff wire
Cheerfilly sets and swings
It dont give a darn if the wire busts

or not,
And neither wood I i’ I had wings.

Militerry News. Compiony B had
targit practice last Satidday afurnoon
in the bac' alley, firing marbils at a
yello cat running along the top of
fentses. Lootenant Ed Wernick wood
of hit it if the cat hadent of dodged
in a cowardly manner, and the marbil
bountsed up and broak Miss Winkels
back setting room window. Compinny
B immeeditly retreeted rapidly.

SERGT. DAVIS
TELLS OF CAMP

OTTUMWAN IN ARMY SAYS WORK
AND STUDY OCCUPY MEN'S
TIME.

'

A letter from Sergeant Wilson D.
Davis of Company No. 2, 90th Divi-
sional Training camp at Camp Travis,
Texas, to his father W. D. Davis of
i Ottumwa tells of the training and
| daily routine the enlisted man goes
‘through in preparation for service in
France. Sergeant Davis with his
brother Walter, who is a member of
| the hospital corps, has been training
in the southern camp for several
months.
{ Training Covers Several Subjects.

The daily program at the camp in-
cludes a ten hour day of hard work
and (wo hours of study in the evening.
“We have two hours every evening
and it is not confined to a page or two
| but often covers several pages in three
or four different books, and yet we
haven't all the books issued to us that

A few days after this was published, ; reading, hand

the problem of supply. He evenl

intimated that he would force prices |

his task had to do with obtaining coal.;

ent winter should be sufficient warn-| |

and other subjects. We get

physical training along with the study

and are off from Saturday aftermoom

at 3 o'clock until Sunday at midnight.
Weather is Cold.

‘“We have had only one snow dowm
here but it 8 very cold and disagree-
able. We had to shovel smow out of
barracks one
strong wind had blown it in and my
pillow and bed were covered whem 1
woke wp.”

i
| DINNER STORIES

The old lady was going to

in a railway coach

X
ber life. During the
which she was seated was throwm

Crawling out from beneath the
debris, she spied a man who was

being fastened.
“Is this Ptttsfield?” she anxiously
asked.

“Oh!” ejaculated the old lady.

“Money Talks!” said the man who
tries to be severely practical.

Stax, as he signed another Red Crosa
check.
conversation and is learning to sing
‘The Star Spangled Banner."”

“Wtat is more pathetic,” asked the
sentimental young woman, “than &
man who has loved and lost?

“Well,” replied the man of experi-
ence, “a fellow who has bet about $20

the wailing place.”

‘“What did you get out of that will
case?”' asked the first lawyer.

“A hundred and fifty thousand dok
lars.” replied the second lawyer.

“GGood round sum, eh ™ !

“Yes, but I thought the old man left
more than that™

BOXING WITH BELLS
FOR BLIND SOLDIERS

Boxing is one of the favorite sports
of blinded soldiers in St. Dunstan’s
England, where Canadian boys who
have lost their sight are being re-ed-
ucated.

The extent to

which other senses

plains the eagerness of the Canadians
to take uy civil life. Boxing is possi-
ble for the men by the use of little
belle on the wrists of the gloves, dif-
ferently tonmed for theright and left

% is easy for the men to judge the dis-
tance, and follow the motions of their
sparring partners, so easy, in fact that
spectators cannot be convinced the
boxers are blind.

The Canadian boys whose re-educa-
tion has been arranged for at St
Dunstan’s by the military hospital's

commission not only learn a new oo
, cupation but through training regain
| eelf-confidence and a firm grasp on &
ynew life.

‘ -

'BOWLING TOURNEY

rChildren's Evening Story J}l

At last Johnnie Green’s father speat

flight until he had reached the woods.

morning where the

ShNes

g 3

ride the car Im

hands. Hearing becomes so keen that

i

f‘;

PN R |

heb
met upon his head. And Mr. Crow
noticed something upon the giant's K

o ]

.

:

to visit a davghter, and took her seat .
for the first

down an embankment and demolished.

Il ‘\.b
down in a sitting position by his legs

“No,” snapped the man, “this is a '
catastrophe.” =5

“Then I badn't oughter get off here!”

1

“Better'n that,” replied Mr.' Dustim
“My mopey has quit ordinary '

on a sure thing and found out that he
was wrong is entitled to a nook at

can be trained to replace vision ex- '

ATTRACTS MANY

Minneapolis. Minn., Feb.
tenth annual tournament of the Inter-
national Bowling association will open

here tonight and continue until Feb

ruary 11 with entrants ‘rom all parts
of the middlewest participating. To-
night's program will be devoted chief-
ly to rolling by twin city five teams.

2—The

v

! Ome hundred and fifty-five men, ~..

we will need before the school is fin- doubles and 670 singles ecvemts are

isked, - The study includes training ia

‘wldlm on the program.




