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oD IN THE CENTURIES

Years of Many Gener.
ations, ™"

e is Unly a Pleoe of Kternlty - Chrons
v Ungaged in Dividing Up s Mortion

wl

of Frernity~Hov. T. DeWitt ‘Tals
mage's New Year's Sermon,

pev. Dr. Talmoge Sunday wmorning

Paa— jntely took for the subject of his
Now Vear's day sermon I'he Chronal«
ogY of the BLible, or God Amoug the

Centurivs™

Hhe toxt chosen  was Denteronomy
gxxli, 7, “Consider the yeurs of many
perations”

At 19 o'clock last night, whilo so

good peoplo were watching, an

oy
old friond passed ont of onr homes and
s stranger entered. The old [riend
muking valedietory  was U the
strauneer areiving s 1800 The old
friend wos garrnlons with the ocewrs

pences of many days, hut the steanger
put b finger over his Hp and sabd noths
ing snl seemed charged with many
gecrcts and  mystories. 1 did not seo
elther the departure or the nrrival, but
was sound sxleep, thinking that was
for e the best way to be wide nw nko
Goodsby, 1502! Weleome, 1803
in divided Into breigades
v compuunies, and they
i thedr mareh wndd
minjestie, so the time of

oW

LY
at regimuoents
Illl'-‘ IN(l('f'

wn army
.]]ml'l\l'
thelr trewmd s
the worlid's existonce 14 divided into an
arms divinely commuanded; the eras nre
the b gaadies, Lhiee o
ancd the venes are the companies,

enturies are the regl.
ments,
Porward into the eteenity past, out of
the clernity to come! Forwnard s the
eomnand, and nothing enn haltthem,

even thoneh  the world should die,
While abeying my text, ** onsider the
virurs of mnny genevalion o 1 proposa
i.. weak of the “*Chronology of the
Rible. or God Among the Centurios”
We minke adistinetion betwesn times
il rolty, bt timae s oniy n ll:ni‘n'l.' of
eternity, nud elironology has been on-

Lraged in the divine work of dividing
wp this portion of oternity that we eall
and pulting

time nto compartments

events o their vight compartment. It
5 us el an injustice against the past

tow il arrange its evontsas it w ot ld

e il dnjustioe if, through neglect of
ehronologieal neenrvacy, it should in the
far distant future be sald that Ameriea

wits diseovered in 1776, and the declaras
tion of ndependence, wos signed in 1402,
anid Washineton born ton the 24 of
Muareh, nnd the eivil war of the Enited
Biates wans foughit in 1840,

As ol puts all the events of time in
the vight place, let us be careful that
we do not put them in the wrong pluce,

The chironology ofithe Bible talies six
slep Lut they ara steps so long it
mulcos us hold our breath as we wateh
the  muovement IFrom Adam o
Abralinm, IFrom Abraham to the

exodlus out of Egypt.  rom the exodus

to the foundation Solomon's tomple.
From the foundation of Solomon's
temple to the destrouection of  that
temple,  From the destenction of the

teminle to the return from Babylonish
captivity,  From Habylonish captivity
o the Bieth of Christ,

onalogy takes pen and pencil, and
Lo help

ST r nalronomy and |1§.-\llll'_\

Wit ‘Lot us fix one event fram which
tor ealealnte everything, Lot it he o
star, the Bethleliem star, the Christimns
sy, And from that we go back and
e Chie world was erented 4,000 Yeirs
befoe Chrisl: the ol il.l;:l‘ cime 2N

yours before Ulivist; the exodus ont ol
Ervptoconreed 1,400 vears bofore Christ,
el Solomon's  tomple
D0 vears e fore Chirist

Chronolosy enters Lhe

wis destd rl".'!"l

first

of Gonesis and soys the day mentioned
thore s not o day of twonty-four hours,
bat of aves, the word there translated
ue day in other places Menming nges, |
nid so the Bible aeconnt of the ereis
ntion nod Lthe ".‘nln,!i:ﬂ v omecount of the

nre hovmon i
Chron .f,,;_-y cnters Lthe Iu'nl\ ol Danlel
and savs that the words “thoe and »
holf” mean n year and o bhalf
Chronology enters st another
und that the seasons of the
your wers then only two—sumier und
winter We find that the Bible year
wis 00 days instend of #d5; that tho
dav was calenlatod from do'clock inthe

ereation campletely

point

MWW ER s

morn'ng to 6 o'clock at night; thit the |

night was divided into four watehes--
namely, the late watch, the mldnlght,
the cock crowing the early wateh, The
clock and wateh were invented so long
after the world began thelr mission
that the day was not very sharply di-
vided in Bible times  Ahaz had » suns
dinl, or a Night of stales with » column
at the top, and the shadow which that
calnmn threw on the steps beneath in-
dicated the hour, the shadow lengthens
ing or withdrawing from step Lo slop.

But the events of life and tho events
of the world moved so slowly for the
most part in Bible times that they bhad
no neod of sueh time pieces as we atand
on our mantels o carry b Oour |m-.'ki'-in
in an pre when nman may have & half
dozen or & doswn engagements for one
doy and neods to know the exact minute
for each one of them, The carth welf
in Bible times was the ehief tine plecs,
andl it turned once on ita axis snd that
was n ¢ay, and once around the sun and
that wos a yoar,

It was not until the Fourteenth con<
tury that the almanne was bors, the
alimanne that we toss carelossly about,
not realizing that it took the acenmus
Jared Ingenaity of wore than 5,000 years
v make one.  Chronology had 1o by
into ity servige the mopnments o
Egypt, nnd the eylinders of Assyria,
and the bricks of Babylon, and the pots

chapter |

tery of Ninoveh, and the moedals strook
at Antloch for the battle of Actiom,
nud all the hleroglyphies that could be
deciphered, and had to go into the ox-
troemely delleate business of usking the
ages of Adam and Seth and Enoch and
Methuselah, who after their 500th yoar

wanted to be thought young
I think it must have been in recognl
tion of the stupendous work of making
an ahmaone that all the days of the
woel are named aftor the gods. Sunday,
| nfter the sun, which was of old wor
shiped an o god, Monday, after the
moon, which was also worshipad nsn
l‘mul. Tuesdoy, after Tueseo, the god
[of war, Wednesday, after Woden, the
Thurs

| ehief godd of the Scandinayians,

day, after Thor, the god of thunder
Friday, after Fron, the goddess of
| marvinge.  And Saturday, nfter Saturn,

| The old Bible vear began with the 25th
| of March, Not until 1539 did the tirst
Inf the month of January get the honor
in legal docaments in England of being
callad the Hest ulsl_\ of the Year,
Improvements  all along have been
[ made In chronology until the calendar,
Fand the almanne, and the elock, and the
| wateh seem to have reached perfeetion,
and oll the niations of Christendom have
stmilnvity of thine ealenintions and have
adopted what is called “new style," ex-
copt Rossia, which keeps what is ealled
the “old style,” and in twelve days dif-
ferent, so that, waiting from there, if
I you wish to be pecurate, you date your
letter Junuary 1 and January 13 or Do-
cemboer 10 and Decomber 24 1t s somes
| thing o thank God for that the modes
are 8o complete for ealenlnting the
|r‘\‘r]o'-‘. the centuries, the decades, the
' vears, the months, the days, the hours,
' Lhe seconds
{  Think of making appolntments as in
| the Bible days for the time of the new
lm-mn. Think of making ono of the
witlehes of the night tn Bible times o
| rooster erowing The Bible suyvs, " Hes
fore the cock erow thou shalt deny me
' threiee.,"  “If the Muoster cometh nt the
covkerowlinge " thnt
the midnight wateh was indieated. "Bhe
erowing of that barnyvard bird has
always been most uneertain, The crow-

nnil was the wiy

ing is ot the lowest temperature of the
night, and the amount of dew and the
. of the wind may bring the
iln-\\-v\l. temperature at 11 o'clock ot
| night or 2 o'elock o the morning, and
[ at any one of six hours,  Just bofore n
raln the ¢rowing of chanticleor in the
night is almost Iu‘l'],u'llll.l].

direction

{ Compare these modes of marking
L time with our modes of marking thoe,
when 12 o'eloek Is 12 and 0
o'clock Is 0 o'clock, and W o'eloek is 10
o'¢lock, and Independent of all weath-
ers, and then thank God that you live
pow, DBut notwithstanding all the -
perfect modesof marking hours or yenrs
or centuries Hible chronology never
trips up, never falters, never contrndicls
itself, and here is one of the best argu-
ments for the authenticity of the Serip-
Lures

If you ean an alibi in the
courts, and vou ean prove beyond doubt
that you wers in some particular place
at the time you wers charged with do-
ing or saving something in quite an-
other place, you gain the victory, and
infidelity has teled to prove an nlibl by
contending that events and  elream-
stances in the Bible nseribed 1o coertivin
thimes must have taken place at some
other time, if they took place at all
But this boold's chronology has never
boen canght nt fanlt It has  been
proved that when the Hebrows wenlt
into BEgypt there were only seventy of
thut when they ¢ame oul
L 000, 000 of them

o'vloek,

] novae

them, nnd

there wore d

sNow, " savs infidelity, with o guilfaw

that it can nob suppross,
They went down into Egpyt
0, 000, 00 Thit
Nuatlons

“what nn ale

surdity!
seventy and came out
wlon the face of it
in that ratio”™

hold 6 moment

i Todse b
tlo not inereis ut, my
shkenticnl frivad, The
| Hible says the Joews were 400 years in
Fuypt, aud that explains the inerease
| from seventy persons to 3,000,000, for it
| is no mare, but rather less than the or
[ dinary inerease of nations, The pllgrim
fathers came to Awerlen in the Muay-
flower, one swall shipload of  pis
[ sengers, less  than 500 yeors
| aud now we have o nution of 60,000,000,
Where, then is soscalled
that the seventy Jews who went Into
| Egypt in 430 years becama §,000,0007
Inttdelity wrong and Bible chronology
right,

Now stop and reflect.  Why in it that
thiia sublime subject of Bible chronology
has been so neglected, and that the
most of you have never given ten mine
wtes to the consideration of it, and that
this Is the first sermon ever preached om
this  stupendous and ove~whelming
theme? Wao have stood by the half day
or the whole day at grand reviews and
so0on nrmies pass

Agaln and again and again on the
Chaps Elysogs Fronchmen by the hun-
drocs of thousands have stood and
whatched the bunnered armios go by,
and the huzza has been three milos loag
and until the populace were so hoptrse
they could huzza no longer. Again and
again and ngaln the Germans by hune
dreds of thousands have stood on the
palaced and statued Unter don Linden,
Beriin, and strewn gariands under the
feot of uniformed hosts led on by Von
Moltke or Hiueher or Froderick the
Uireat.

When Welllngton apd l'nmnl‘:{ and
the Bogls Grays enme back from Water
loo, or Wuholuiy from FKgypt, or Marl-
porough from Blonheim, what military

jons through Regent street and

Miw
niro,

bmpossibility

e ng by the of London and aver
the bridges of the Thumes! What sl

most Interminable lines of military on
the streets of our Americen capitals,

while mayors and governors and presi
dents, with uncovered heads, Jooked onl
But put all those grand reviews to
gother, and they are tame compared
with the review which on this New
Year's day yon from the pew and I
from the pulpit withess

Henr thom pass (o chronologleal order
~all the years before the flood; all the
years sinee the flood; deondes nbroasty
centurios ahroast; epochs abreast: mil-
lenniums abreast; Egyptinn elvilization,
Babylonian populations, Asyrisn  dos
minlona; nrmtes of Perslan, Greolan,
Peloponnesinn and Roman wars: Bysan-
ting emplre, Saraconie hosts, erasaders
of the tirst, the second, thivd and the
last avalanche of men; dark ages in
somiber epanlets and brighter ages with
shiclds of silver and helmets of gold;
Haly, Spaln, France, Russin, Germuny,
England and America, past and pres
ent; dynasties, fendal domains, despot-
inms, wonarchles, republies, sges on
nEoes, ages on ages, passing to-day In n
chronologleal review, until one has no
more power to look upon the advancing
columns, now brillinnt, now squalld,
now goarlanded with peace, now erim-
son with slanughter, how horeld with
ghastliness, now radiant with love and
jn.\'.

This chronologionl study  affords,
amony other practienl thoughts, espes
elally two -the one encouraging to the
lust degree and the other startiing, The
enconrnging thought is that the main
deift of the centuries has been toward
betterment, with only here and there n
stout  reversal,  Greclan  elvillzation
wis o vast lmprovement on Egyptian
civillzation, and Roman elvilization a
vast lmprovement on Greclan olvilizee
tlon, and Christinn civillzation s n vast
improvement on Roman eivilization.

What was the bonsted nge of Merloles
compared with the age of Longfellow
and  Tennyson?  What was  Queen
Etizubeth os o specimen of moral wom
anhood compared with Queen Vietoria?
What were the eruel warriors of olden
thmes compared with the most distin-
puishod wavelors of the last half cen-
tury, all of them as much distinguishod
for kindness and good morals as for
prowess ~the two military leaders of
our clvll war on northern and sonthern
slde communicant members of Christian
chiurehes, and their home life us pure as
thelr publie Hfe?

Nothing lmpresses me in this chrono-
logienl voview more than the fact that
the regiments of years are botter and
better reghiments ns the troops move on,
I thank God that yon and 1 were not
born wny sooner than we were born.
How could wo have endured the disas-
ter of being born in the eighteenth or
seventeenth or sixteenteenth century?
Glud nm 1 that we are in the reglment
now passing the reviewing stand, and
that our childeen will pass the stund in
a still bottar regiment., God did not
bulld this world for a slanghter house
or n den of Infamy,

A good denl of cleaning house will be
poecossury before this world becomes an
clenn and sweet as it ought to be, but
the brooms and the serubbing brushes,
and the upholstorers and plumbers are
nlready busy, and when the world gets
fixod up, as it will be, if Adam and Eve
ever visit it, as 1 expoct they will, thoy
will say to ench other: “"Well, this
beats paradise when we lived there,
and the pears and the plums are better
than we plocked from the first troes,
and wardrobes nree more complete, and
the climnte is better,

Ninee | settled in my own mind the
faoct that God was stronger than the
devil | nevier lost falth in the
cmparadisation of this planet. With the
exception of a retrogression in the Dark
Ares, the movement of the world hos
beon on aud on, and up and ap, and |
hnve two jubllant hosannns for
the ¢losing yeur and the other for the

hnve

one

naw yoar

Mut the other thought comlng dut of
this rubiect is that Biblieal ehronology,
and Indeed nll chironology, s urgiog the
world o more punetuality sud immedi-
nteness, What an ansatisfuctory and in-
definlte thing It must have beon for two
business men o the thne of Ahnz to
mulce nn appointment, saying; *We will
settle that busipess matler WO-Morrow
when the shudow on the dinl of Ahng
renchies the tenth step from Lhe top," or
“ will meet you In the street ealled
Straight in Damascus in the time of the
new moon,” or when aslied o court-
rooun whot time an  ocourrence took
pluce shonld answer, “Jt was during
the thme of the lutter rain,” or It waas
at the time of thoe third crowing of
the barnyard!"

You and | remember when ministors
of the gospel in the eountry, giving out
a notles of an evening service, Instead
of saylng atd or 7 or 8 o'clock, would
say, ““The service will begin at early
eandle light,” "Thank God for chron-
ologleal achlevemens  which have
ushered in enlendars and almanaes and
clocks and wutches, and ut so cheap a
rate pll may possess them! Chronology,
beginning by appreclating the value of
years and the value of days, has kept
on until it erlos out, “Man, immortal;
woman, lmmortal; look out for that
minute; look out for that second!™

We talk a great deal about the vaine
of thme, but will never fully apprecinte
it value untll the lust fragment of It
has passed ontof our possession furever,
The greatest frand & man ean commit is
to rob another of his time,  llear it, ye
Inggards, and repent!  All the fingers of
ohronology point to punetusiity ns one
of the graces  The minister or the lees
turer or business wan who comes to his

ted & robbery of 5,000 minutes, for ten
times 500 are 56,000, and 5000 minutes.
are olghty-threeo hours, which make
more than three The thief of dry
goods, the thiet of bank bills, is not
half so bad as the thief of time, *

Dr. Rush, the greatest and busieat
physiclan of bis day, appreciated the
vilne of time, and when assked how he
had been able to gather so mach Infore
mation for his books and leotures he re
plied: “I buve been able to do it by
ecconomising my time. I have notspent
one hour In amusement in thirty yeara™
And taking a blank book from his
porket, he sald, I A1l & book like this
every weok with thoughts that oecur to
me and facts collected In the rooms of
my patients"

But do not let us get an Impression
from chronology that because the yoars
of time have been so long in procession
they are to goon forever, Matter Is not
etornal.  No, no!  If you watch half o
day, or o whole day, or two days, asl
once did, to seo & military procession
you remember the last brigade, and
the lnat regiment, and the last com-
pouy finally passed on, and as Wo rose
to go we sald to ench other, “It In all
over,"

So this mighty procession of earthly
yvears will terminate. Juat when | have
no power to prognosticate, but sclence
confirma the Hible prophecy that the
oarth can not always last. Indeod there
has been o fatality of worlda  The
moon is merely the corpse of what it
once was, and sclentists have aguin
and again gone up in thelr observato-
rles to attend the deathbed of dylog
worlds and bave seon them eremanted.
So 1 am ecertalp, both from the Word of
God and selonce, that the world's chro
nology will sooner or later cowe to its
laat chapter,

The finel century will arrive und pass
on, and then will come the final decade,
and then the final year, and the final
month, and the flnal day. The Iast
spring will awing lta censer of apple
blossoms and the last winter banlk ita
anows.  The last sunset will burn lke
Moscow and the lsat morning radiste
the hills,. The clocks will strike their
last hour,nnd the watohes will tiek thelr
last mecond, No incendiaries will be
needed to run hither and yon with
torehes to set the world on fire,

Chemiatry tenches us that thers Is a
very Inflammable element in water
While oxygen makes up n part of the
water, the nther part of the water is hy-
drogen, and that ia very combustible,
The oxygen drawn out from the water,
the inflammuble hydrogen will put in-
stantly into conflagration the Hudsons
and Savannahs and Mississippls and

Rhines and Urnls nwnd Dan-
ubes, nand Atlantlo and  Paciflo
and  Indian and Mediterranenn

sons. And then the angel of God, de-
scending from the throne, might put
one foot on the surf of the sea nnd the
other on the beach und ery to the four
winds of Henven, “Time was, but time
shadl be no lopger!" Yet, found in
Christ, pardoned and sanctified, we
shall welcome the day with more glad-
noss than you ever welcomed a Christ-
mas or New Year's morn

The Trend uf Gur Age.

The trend of our age In theology, as
in polities, lterature, nelonoe and art,
is townrd the concrete rather than the
abstract— toward holpfulness. It tonds
to percolate down from theory into
practice.  And this tendency contains
the promise and potency of unlon, All
u'llnnlh of r«liglmln lhl!lll{llt nre [II'I"'.’
woll ngreed alroady that love and
righteousness are the supreme tralts in
Divine and ln human charactor; that
sacrifice Is the universal lnw of high
exlatence; that service ia the common
and Imperative duty of all life; that
the redemption and idealization of so-
clety Is the gonl to ba run for, and that
absolute trust In God and the conse-
quent hope of lmmortality are Lthe con-
summate virtues,  This is not a step, it
in o stride forward, Gallleo was right

the world does move, —NL Louls Re-
publie.

What Holds Churoches Togelher,

In speaking of ehureh union, the In-
dependent remarks: **“We are fully con-
vineed that spiritusl onenosa is the only
force that ean bring churches together.
What separates them is what is formal
~Intellectunl or sdministrative differ
ences, or theology or polity. The

churches have already wellnigh
learned that Intellectusl differonces
should not separste them. (We are

slower to learn that I¢ ls nob polity
that makes & church.™

-~ Daute, ;llm. Wordawoarth, Whiw

tier and Tennyson were ful poets -~
that everybody knows.  They werealso

great theologlans—which ls not com-

noble apirits, is doubly bereaved. The
morial part of grest bards dies; the
lmmortial sings on and soars forever.

ttnught hereo, Chinese belng the classionl

have been slmul tanconsly held by

orn. S sars .

—he Dortln Cley Mot Sostmag e
more sticossful than ever In e wer
mon ainteibution, The poditlon
I now 150,000,  OF thess 18,000 arp used
In Berlin smong those whose work
does not pormit them to attond the
ohurch seryices; 67,000 go to othor parts .
of Prossing 45,000 toother Germoan eonn-
trelos, nnd 6,000 to other parts of Bue
vope, The Dresden soclety publinhes !
an editlon of 12,000 each weok, of ;
which about 1,500 go to other countrios oy
than Saxony, g

~That n Jowish rabbl shonld be ins
vited to offfelnte ns chaplain In the res .
spoctive houses of congross s not so o
rare 8 olrenmstance as seoms to bo o
sometimes thought,  Among those who 1
have so offlelnted, besides Dr. Wise and 1

Dr. Silverman, may ba mentioned Dy, e
Krenuskopf and De. Jastrow, of Philas
delphin: Dre. Hirseh, of Chioago; Dr, X

Hutmacher and Dy, Szold, of Haltls
more, Dr. Lillenthal, of Cinelnnath Dr, '
Gotthild, of New Yorki Dr. Raphasl, ¥
who dellvered the sermon on the mems k'
orable duy when Banks was ealected o
npt'nlﬂ'l'; D, Stern, of “'Mhll.lﬂhill. n,
¢, andd severnl others
~The sehools of Japan have made o
fuvorable Impression upon no less an
educntor than 'rof, George T Ladd, of
Yalo university, who has recontly nre
rived home from o viddt to Japan, dars
ing whioh he lectured bofore savers
al univorsities, e sayst  "“There are
two kinds of Institutions—the private
wehools, which are carrled on by enters
prising citizons, many of which are
srrounded by Chelstion Intfluences, and
the governmoent sehools, which are eare-
fully graded, and which wre maintalned
with consldernble wtelotnoss, and fal- '
low somewhnt the German,  There nre
the primary schools and Kotu Cha Gak-
oo, whieh translated means the ‘highor
middle sehools® At the head of those
la the Tmperial university, situated In
Toklo. There Is no Latin or Greek

tongue, The government Institutlons

are not sents of the Chreistinn roliglon,

although there are many Chelstinn

tenchers In them, There I8 no loose-

noss o the curvionlum, overything bos '
Ing strictly sttonded to" .

THE MORNING NAP,

The Trouble 1t Kometlmes Caoses In the
Family,

It seomn n very Insignitfioant ¢ hing
that maorning nap, but what an amount
of tronble It munages (o stir up in oth.
arwine peaceful familles? 1 know »
howrehold that s kept in almost con.
dunt turmoll wholly boonuse of this ses
ductive little selfdindulgence, Nl‘l?ly
all the fumbly - jurs may be trnoed to the
fuet that one membor of the family did
not have strength of mind enough to
get up in the morning when ho was
vl led,

The mother Is one of those mortals
who have the formed habit of enrly
rislng, and she enn not understand the
Indolence and Inertin which make any
ane il drowsily in bed on n besutifol
bright morning, Sho herself longs to
get up and get at the day's work, It
would be utterly lmpossible for her to
wisto the best part of the duy in sleep,
The rest of the family, however, are
not o fortunste.  One in partionlor in
n nlinve to his exten forty winks.

It is not that he does not deslre to
riso ln time,  He has formed resolution
nfter resolution, but ull to no purpose,
He would ke to get starled oarly na
well us anyone, and every night he is
sure that the next day he will, bat In
the moralng 1t doos not seem at all the
snme. Bo down he comes, rushing, half
an hour lnte ench morning, sngry with
himsel! beonuse he knows he will be
chaslng that lost half-hour vainly sil
through the day, and angry with the -
rest of the world because ho knows he
in ln the wrong, and he lmugines they
think so, T

Itis all & bad habit, simply one of
those woenknesses Lhat people yleld to
because they don't seom lurge enough
1o fight agninst. Norvesl struggle seems
worth while, It would bo eanlor after
# fow determined efforts o g
this inclination, and woulda't "
worth while to make such efforis if we
thought st length we could joln
runks of those most blessod smong
L people who like o got up sariy®-
Harpor's Hasar,

1

v

Good fur His Business.

1 doa'luhlhn m,‘
moents,” sald » you 1 Lo B sbrangm
with whom he h: i »
guaintance on the train,

¥
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