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WORK OF TRAIN WRECKER 
The burning of the bridge 

across the Little Mississippi river 
one mile and a half east of 
the town of Shevlin, yesterday 
afternoon and the subsequent 
wrecking of No. 13, the west 
bound Great Northern passenger 
train, is today believed to be the 
work of train wreckers. 

Reports from the. wreck today 
indicate that it was not as serious 
as at first reported. No fatalities 
have resulted, and with the ex
ception of Fireman Dan Regan of 
Crookston, none of the train crew 
or passengers were seriously in
jured. Several passengers sus
tained painful bruises and a num
ber were burned by the explosion 
of the acetylene gas tank on the 
first class day coach. 

Dr. C. G. Forest, of Bagley, at
tended the injured. J . M. Rich
ards, manager of the Crookston 
Lumber Co., of this city, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. R. McDonald and niece, 
of Kelliher, on their way to Rey
nolds, North Dakota, to attend 
the funeral of Mrs. McDonald's 
mother, W. S. Lycan, of Crooks
ton, E. RVKent, of Grand Forks, 
and D. J. Laxdahl, of Cavalier, 
N. D., officials of the Northern 

League, who were in the city 
yesterday afternoon, all had nar
row escapes from injury. J . L. 
Spencer, with the sales depart
ment of thfi Crookston Lumber 
Co,, is reported quite badly 
burned about the hands and face, 
and George Ralph, of Crookston, 
the state drainage commission 
engineer, who was the guest of 
Senator Swedback in Bemidji 
yesterday afternoon, also sus
tained severe injury. 

That the consequences of the 
wreck were not more serious un
der the circumstances is nothing 
short of a miracle. No. 13; the 
west bound passenger is due to 
leave this city every day at 2:50. 
Yesterday afternoon's train con
sisted of a baggage and mail car, 
a smoker and first class day 
coach and was in charge of Con
ductor Charles Bryant and 
Engineer Murry. 

I t was running on time and 
had about thirty passengers out 
of Solway, the majority of whom 
were in the day coach. The train 
is due at Shevlin at 3:32 and when 
rounding a curve about a mile 
and a half east of Shevlin, En
gineer Murray noticed that the 

Bridge Across Little Mississippi Near 
Shevlirv Burned Yesterday.--

Passenger Wrecked. 

SERIOUS DISASTER. AVERTED 
bridge across the Little Missis
sippi only a few rods ahead of the 
engine was on fire. A man was 
wildly waving his hat and signal
ing the engineer to stop. Mr. 
Murray promptly applied the 
emergency brakes and he and 
Fireman Regan prepared to jump. 
Regan jumped first and struck a 
pile of rocks. He was uncon
scious for a time, sustained bad 
bruises and a fractured ankle. 
Murray was also injured. 

The engine baggage and mail 
car and the smoker passed safely 
over the bridge before the train 
came to a stand still with the rear 
coach on the burning bridge, 
which settled and Invoke the coup 
ling apparatus. The frightened 

passengers made hasty exits. 

J . M. Richards of this city 
opened one of the windows and 
jumped escaping without injury 
and a number of others suc
ceeded in getting out the coach 
doors. The car had been on the 
bridge but a short time when 
the acetylene gas tank used for 
lighting purposes exploded 
and completely shattered it. 
Several passenger were still in 
car'wheh the explosion occurred 
and sustained burns . How they 
escaped more serious injury is 
nothing short of a miracle. 

The. report of the explosion 
was plainly heard at Shevlin and 
the tirst news which reached 

thai village was that the engine1 

had exploded 
The coach was completely de

stroyed by the tire and about 100 
feet of the bridge which is about 
150 feet long was burned. I'hy 
sicians were at once summoned 
fronVBagleyland Dr. (•. C. For
rest was the tirst to respond. 
The injured were taken to Shev. 
lin as soon as possible. None 
were so severely injured as to be 
unable to walk except Fireman 
Regan, who did not regain con 
sciousness for about an hour and 
a half. 

The wrecking crews from Cass 
Lake and Carmen were immedi
ately-sent out and the work of 
picking up the wreck will not be 

completed until some time to
night. The east and west bound 
passengers at the wreck last 
night and today anil the train 
from the west reached this city 
abouttive, o'clock this morning 

The origin of the tire which 
destroyed the bridge is believed 
to be incendiary and will be care
fully investigated by the com
pany's special agents. A freight 
train west bound crossed the 
bridge shortly after 1 o'clock'and 
there was then no Sign of fire 
at the ISrklge or in the WO.RIS ad 
jacent. A section crew from 
Shevlin going out to work passed 
it shortly after the freight and 
there was then no sign of lire. 
The lire was discovered by a 
man from Shevlin who was walk' 
ing down the track and arrived 
at the bridge just a lew minutes 
before the passenger train. He 
remained to give the alarm, but 
his actions give rise to suspicion". 
He has not been located since the 
wreck and. slipped away un
noticed in the confusion which 
followed. 

At Shevlin the opinion prevails 
that the bridge was set on tiro by 
some one who was anxious to se 

c u r e a reward from the company 
for flagging the train and saving 
the lives of the passengers. 

The burned bridge was a wood-
en s t ruc ture and the tire had 
.iraihed a'Ood headway when dis
covered. All efforts to extinguish 
it were unsuccessful. I t will be 
impossible for trains to cross it 
until some time tomorrow and 
freight traffic is tied up tempo
rarily. 

The injuries suffered by the 
passengers were so little serious 
that it has been very difficult to 
obtain the names of the injuried. 
It is known however that state 
engineer tieorge A.. Ralph, of 
Crookston suffered a strained 
back, tha t . ) . L Spencer, of the 
Crookston Lumber company was 
quite severely burned, that a 
passenger whoso name could not 
be learned was severely bruised 
and a lady suffered injuries in 
the side. The lady mentioned 
was on her way to Oregon and all 
her baggage and all her personal 
effects except the clothing she 
wore was burned. 

The passengers were taken on 
to Crooksoii as soon as train ser
vice could be obtained. - , . < 
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C O M F O R T 
S W I N G C H A I R 

Be Comfortable 
i 

Let the Comfort Chair make you 
really so. The Comfort Chair is 
different from almost anything else. 
It's not a hammock, not a swing, not 

| | a chair. The good things of all com
bined. Simply solid comfort whether 
sitting or reclining. Every action of 
the chair is automatic. Whatever 

— - - position your body assumes, the chair 
just follows,rand that without any effort on your part. 

To see it. to sit in it. costs you nothing. 
To buy it and have it delivered 
To vour door costs you only $ J.UU 

E. L. N AYLOR. 

JjUrobermerts 
S t a t e Bar*k 

B E M I D J I 
? } 5 

General Banking Business. Fire Insurance. 

JAPS TRY AGAIN 
TO BLOCK HARBOR 

All Their Efforts However EnA in Fail
ure and Eight Fire Ships are 

__StJ?eteraburg, May 3 . - I t is 
officially reported that the Japan
ese fleet again attempted last 
evening to block the entrance to 
the harbor at Port Arthur, Ad 
miral Togo appeared off the har
bor in force and sent in a ileet of 
fire ships conreyedi jy^ TrumbeV 

.oiLtorpedo boats. Viceroy Alexieff 
sent out a section of the Russian 

lleetand im mediately opened a hot 
tire driving off tho 3 apunese tor -
pedo boats and sinking two of 
them. 

In addition to the 1 wo torpedo 
boats sunk eight fire ships of the 
Japanese are reported sunk and 
it is believed that the Japanese 
have lost a large number of men. 

The channel is reported to be 
clear. 

BELIEVES 
IS 

HE 
INNOCENT 

SPECIAL SALE 0 F ^ > , 

MEN'S SHOES. 
For this week we will place ou sale 'J"»0 pairs of Men's Dress Shoes at TWO D o l l a r s pair. 

Sister of F. J. Artz, Accused of 
Murder, Meets Brother at 

County Jail Today. 

o r 

There was a touching scene at 
the county jail this morning 
when F. J . Artz, accused of the 
murder of Peter Weilander and 
held to the next grand jury, and 
his sister, Miss Hattie I. Artz, 
met for the first time in a num
ber of years. 

Miss Artz is a resident of 
Jersey City, New Jersey, a re
fined and educated lady about, 
forty years of age, who under
took the long journey from her 
home to northern Minnesota to 
satisfy herself of the merit of the 
charge under which her brother 
is held to answer. She arrived 
last night and the couple met for 
the first time this morning at the 
county jail. Artz is confined in 
tbeTiorth cell of the west tier of 
ceils on the second .JIQJLIV and 
takes his confinement without 
complaint and in very good spirit. 

| He was informed some time ago 
that his sister would visit him 
and was very well pleased with 
the arrangement. 

After her visit at the county 
jail Miss Artz called on County 
Attorney Loud. She asked him 
to tell her what he kriew of the 
affair and begged him not to hide 

any of its serious phases. She 
was quite unprepared by the 
interview with her brother to 
learn that the case is considered 
a serious one by the county- at
torney. Artz is conHdont that 
he will be discharged, but it can
not be denied nevertheless that 
the case is far more serious than 
he oolieyes it. Miss Artz had a 
letter of introduction from Con
gressman Steenerson to County 
Attorney Loud and a letter from 
Congressman Hitt. of Illinois, in 
which he asked for her every 
favor and consideration that a 
lady should receive. After her 
interview with the county attor
ney Miss Artz consulted with 
Attorney Henry l-'unkley of 
Blackduck, who will defend her 
brother. She will return to her 
home this week but will be pres
ent when the case comes up for 
trial. 

She is confident that her! 
brother will be discharged and to ' 
this end will spare no means.) 
She cannot believe him guilty of 
the crime of which he is accused 
and believes that the trial will re
sult in his exoneration. 

This lot consists of odd sizes and manufacturers' samples, and 
there are none in the lot worth less than «£ *> gyrk ^K^^~ 
V l c^ox l Ja i t ^aTOur u&n and a Yew Coroim t'atenT Learners. 

All of the 
S t y l e 
and the 
most 
Comfort 

four dollars 
Invested in a pair of Ralston 
Health Shoes is the best invest
ment you can make. They in
sure comfort for your feet and 
outwea-r--any-other-shoer-We 
have a lull line of spring shapes. 

5g^5?^ I. Meyer ©. Co., 
UNION MADE H I G H A R T C L O T H I E R S . 

Wee MacGreegor's 
Dog 

A story relating the latest doings of 
the canny little Scot, by J. J. Bell. 
Read this and fifteen other features 
in the superb May issue of the 

Metropolitan Magazine 
R. H. Russell. Publisher. New York 

A 35-cent Magazine for 1 5 cents. At all Newsdealers 

(71-18) 


