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One serious drawback to the healthy growth and development of the
aysrage; town is the absence of adequate protection from loss by fire. Too
mARY are content to seek protection’'through insurance when the sensible
course would be to make fires practically impossible.

... This is not said with any intent to decry the business of the insur-
ance companies, but rather as an aid to them in the efforts they are all
making to impress upon the people the great necessity for adequate pro-
tection. Contrary to the belief of many people, it is the desire of the
companies that the very best possible protection be furnished, for while
reducing the rate and consequent cost of insurance, it also practically
eliminates the risk resulting in a decided saving to the companies.

The writer has in mind a town of about 2,000 inhabitants that, al-
though there is a river flowing directly through the corporate limits, has
not the faintest approach to fire protection. It has a system of water
works that furnishes water for domestic purposes, but not a fire plug
or a foot of hose is to be found in the town. This town within the past
fifteen years has had three disastrous fires, each one resulting in losses
that ran into hundreds of thousands of dollars.

Its insurance rates are as high as an angry cat’s back, ranging from
$1.50 to $3.50, yet its people have persistently refused to install an ade-
quate water system. Following its last big fire, which consumed an en-
tire block of fine brick business houses, there were strong threats of the
insurance companies withdrawing from the town.

The town is ideally located, in g rich mining and timber country, and
but for the apathy of its citizens could take high rank as a manufacturing
center. But live business men pass it up, as they will pass up all towns
of its class.

But the one vital reason why full fire protection should be installed
is that the unprotected town is the paradise of the fire bug—the man who
regards insurance companies as his best cyustomers. Many a bankrupt
stock of worthless goods has thus been disposed of because its owner
knew that all he had to do was to start a blaze, when it would be impos-
sible to quench it. ;

One of the first improvements demanded of any town that would as-
pire to a healthy growth is an up to date system of fire protection.

WHAT A GOVERNMENT BOND IS

The government of the United States has two methods of raising
money. . One is by taxation. The other is by the sale of bonds, which is a
method of borrowing money.

The government bond is the printed promise of the government to
pay back the borrowed sum of money at a certain time, and to pay in-
terest on it at regular intervals until it is repaid.

The government borrows money in this way only after it has been
given the right to do so by act of Congress approved by the President,
and the terms of the loan are set out in the aect,

Back of the promise of the government stands the honor of the gov-
ernment and all its taxing resources. Really the whole wealth of the na-
tion stands behind this solemn promise of the government to pay.

This makes a United States government bond the safest investment
in the world. If the bond of the United States government is not safe,
no preperty in the United States is safe. If the United States can not
pay its bonds, it is hardly probable that it will be able to protect the
citizens in their other rights.

The Liberty Loan Bonds of 1917 are especially attractive invest-
ments. Not only have they this absolute safety characteristic of all
United States bonds but they are tax free not only from all existing taxes
but from any war tax that may subsequently be levied. No state, city,
nor couniy may tax tiiem. The inheritance tax of the United States and

of some states may affect them, or, rather, affect their transfer after death
cf the cwner v will or by inheritance.
Another advantage these Liberty Loan Bonds possess is that if the

Favernmert issves honds later on during this war at a higher rate of in-
terest the Loldors of Liberty Lean Bonds will be allowed to exchange at
par their b nds fer bonds bearing the higher rate of interest.

“There is not a single selfish element in the cause we are fighting
for * * *  The supreme test of the Nation has come. We must all

speak, act and serve together.”—Woodrow Wilson, President of the United
States,

There are a few rich young men who are deserving of special com-
mendation. At the reserve officers’ training camp in Illinois it was dis-
covered that quite 2 number of young men without means were in danger
of having to return home for lack of funds to continue their course of
instruction. Hearing of this, the young men of wealth in the camp
quietly dug down, handed a large sum to the mess officer with strict in-
Junctions of secrecy as to names, and as a result a number of brilliant
young men of limited means will continue to serve their country. This
action is quite in contrast to that of the long haired Willies.

Now that summer is approaching, the potato blossom will no doubt
make its advent as a select article of millinery adornment.

Down with the food hog! Put him in the pen with the rest of the

A fleet of giant air cruisers, each mounting three anti-air craft guns and capable’ of

greatest dirigible, is u-new plan of the men
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who are concerned with the defense of the United States. Plans
for this powerful machine are shown above and are now in the hands of the war depar:ment. One of the cruisers
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