OUR GRAND DISYRICT

ONE OF THE GARDEN BPOT3S
OF THE WORLD.

Fertiie Soll Abundant Water and
Othier Indnormenta OMered

o Home Seckers.,

Fiom N M. Harenn of Immigration Heport.

Fhis ecunty 18 ous of the garden |
sputa of (ho world, and les on lhab

wentern slope of the great cont-
vental divide, being part of the Pa-
eific warer-hed  Aride from its greut
rRources 68 80 sericultural and stock
coupiry its scepery is very beantifal.
Vo all sides great rocky
broken iuto preturesque furmanions,
wre to b deon wide, fertiie
valley=. ['lie connty 13 waterad by
thrwe large ¥ivers, avd [rom ther
juuetion below Fapmington the view
tw raned and i pressive,
FAIM LAND ON THE sAN JUAN.

Iu this valley frow & poron abont
tan niiles ghove Largo, there
uaer 1w strip of bottom luod on each
plile ol Lhe Tiver. Al s lown of
Lavico the river buttom widens oot
iuto tolling wesas sud boltom lauds
which are svailabla for enltivativn.
Tliv moso tmporiant of these tracets
ure Koown as the Bloomield sod Sol-
aimol aness, wlnel, with the hottom
lands  wtider thew, vill aggreghie
gnmewhial over 200000 weres,  They
HIW oy !l north sude of the 1iver,
Frow thsnee o the junetion of the
AII i, |i|l~ TuesiE ids ura ]l[’ukp“
Tubd vt aeteed pintons rutbher difficait
ta devteaie Dhe Auimuas aud  La
Phoa empty tido Uie Suo Joan neisr
l"ﬂl";mr:;:l-bnrr O the two points uf
lagd Topmed b the mivers ars aboot
12 000 o LH.000 aeres of fine fuud sll
under digdh. Begtotg riien st the
mwonth of the L Pluta nud for Wty
wilis down the San dust, bo where
it breaks threongh the Hogheek, (s
line of low bitls) fhere 1s o continn
oms roprles Of mesas with gbout s mle
witle of bottow lapd A little over
EB.U00 e wre now under dateb, Lo
the torth ol this sre aseres of high
we low=, nr VegHs, « stated to cons
“!ill l I_Ill.'li T s, fosiides [hln, :-.I]ll
o b proper'y cousttersd n the San
Junn basi, sre the lands on either
mide of the Canon Lowvgo, Choon
Bluuco sl Cuoon Gallezo, These
will 1neinde the laod sloog the river
and down to ths sixth COrrection
line, ner Lissonth of thas line thera
are twenuty fonr townsinps of land,
the water fucilities of which are ouly
sbout the average of the arid region.
They are coversd by the hpadwuters
of the Rio Ghieeo or Chinsew aud the
Amuriltlo At present this laod is
dovoted o enttle nod shvep ra sing.
but the prospeets of nsing & cousid
arubile nrei of this lnod for ugricaltur:
gre very vavorabile, At present there
ig no Jdemund for it aud most of 1t 1=
public land,

It mwiny be said, thevefors, that iu
the frmedinte San Jusn valley thers
are sbonr GOOU0 geres of land, abont
20,000 weres of which are now  nader
diteli, A ldrge wrea outside of this,
ot tha high mesus, 18 suseaptible of
irrigation, nand  will altumately be
udded to therrigable ares by weans
of Lizh line ditehes. !

THE ANIMAS VALLEY.

The Aninss river enters thecounty
jua{ aost of the 108th meridinn, It
18 formed by the jupetion of two im-
portant torventinl strenms, and will
irrigate, if properly  baudled, 40,000
ACrNs= uf f“lil :""I.l‘. Uf this amount
10,000 or 12000 nerss are slready
ander diteh, ana it wonld vot be wise
to advise large settlement on any
pew lunds, unless some scheme were
devi=ed by which the whole amount
of the water conld be handled by
gom+ comprebensive autbority. This
river flows thirty miles within San
Juun eoncty. The farming lands
begin nt Cox's erossing und tuke in 8
atrip varyiog from s querter of a
wile to three miles in width and
ghout twoanry tive miles in length,
Phe Auvtmis has nommmom flow of
2000 enbie feet por seeond. One of
the peenliaiitier of this and the Ban
Juan riveris that the bottoms are
romposed of beds of small, round,

HIHSHUS,
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water-worn  bonlders of unkuown
depth. More water flows in this
boulder bed than on the surface.

Along in the river valley proper
there are ubont 18,000 acres of good
land, the wmost importanl srea of
which ic from Aziec lo below Flora
Visto.

FARMINGTON GLADE.

Beosides the valley of the Animas
there is an important area of land
ineluded in the Farmington Glade,
o introvale between the Amimas and
La Piats rivers, It i8 & strip of
aountry two or three miles wide by
eighteen mles Jong. It wll_l aggre-
gate 25,000 acres of good irriguble
jand well adapted to frait raisiog.
Ia the glade, and beginniog at abont
the latitnde of Aztec.is o fine body

-of public land, suhject to desert

land entry, that would muke homes
for a small colony. . The ditch wonld
be comparatively inexpensive as &
patural opening ia the hillside sffords
eseyontrance to the glade. If water

were brought to this place there is
no better prece of land for raising
Jearduous fraits. It 18 protected,
fertile and besutifal.

THE LA PLATA VALLEY. ,

The La Plats river lows 1u a deep.
snudy bed, spd its waters generally
dissppesr in the last wesk in Angus:

or the first week of Sepiewber. Oo
the upper part of this river after 1
enters Sau Joun conuty thers ur
nbont SU00 weres caltivated; and
Juckson, near 1ty mid-conrsa, thers s |
# smull Mormon colony who (ill}
abont TOO0 neres.  The river has un
uversge full of forty feet to the wile,
15 sbout tiarty feet wide and hns o
ment avernge flow of abour 250 eubie
feet per second, The ultiwate re
cluontion of lunds 10 the La Plata
valley will b lurge.
ACTUAL WATEN RESOURQES.

It will be seau from the foregoiog |
that there are availuble from these
threa rivers 6250 cubie feet of water |
pirseeond. At the low estimute ﬂfl
160 weres 1o ench eabie foot, this s
sufficient to irmgate 1,000,000 seres
of land  According to w couniy
pamphlet issuva for cirenlution
the World's fuir there are 175,000
neres  gyvailable for wmgation,  In
addition 1o the vulue of the witer for |
IR0, 11 18 i Constant sOurce of |
witer power, Tus Sun Joun  avd |
Annuns wre eovstantl  siresms, not
atlected by toe most endursg dronth
Ihe wasted power of their waters
would furnish beat. light and elee-
trienl motive force fur 1o excess of
wny possible neaed of this county. At
present the only nse made of all this
werlth of witer 18 toarvigate abont
25000 sweres, the Turger parr of whieh
s nnder ditehios owned by susll wsso-
siations of [urmears.

ALTED

The modern eivilization has fol-)
lowed the swme hues of settlement us
did the wneient.  Azter is the connty |
aeal, sitnstad ou the sontheast bank
of the Aoimas. It hiss & bun K, several
lurga  wiores, botel apd Lvary and

stigze stubles.  The coumy jail 5w ton, 318 Vegotabies of evory viriety |||,,,. \ L,

well Ll steed hined adobustructure |
e sorrotnding  conutry s well|
entivated, the farms eatending ap
wod down the river for several miles
At this point the valley is abunt two
wiles  widn,  Frt, alfalfa, gruon,
potatoes and all the root erops give
abidant barvests.  Apples snd to-
matoes seen preealinrly wdaprad to
ihe sml,  The popnlation of the tuwn
snd snrronnding conutry is between
20l) nud 600 persons.

FLORA VISTA.
Thos little village aid vieinity has
poptdation of abort 250 souls. It
is situated at abont the widest purs
f the Animas valley, seven miles
from Aztec, raises (he swme crops
wod 1ts orchards are spreading; ui=
fullu fields have a purticularly good
Hppoesraucs,
FARMINGTON.
Farmingtou sod Juneton Cityt ure
situsted at the pouth of the Auimas,
Pl popalation s ab nt the sume a1
it Aztee, The loeation 1s very beun-
tiful.  Atthis poine the full seenie
beauty of the velley revenls itself
From a litle Lill overlooking the
town & soli ) plantation of three or
fonr sqnare miles, inelnding orelhurds.
alfulfn ticlds. grain and mesadow is
spen,  Here is at present the deoses) !
population of the covnty and the
widest sprend of enltivation. The
three vallays here couverge into the
muin valley of the San Juan. There
ire severnl good stores, puolic stables,
eood sehools wod general facilities.
Near this townu are located several
brick kilps, a saw mill and a roller
process flonr mill* It isd very pretty,
go-uhend place. Its citizens ave full
of energy and publiv spirit,

LA PLATA,

T iis place can hardly be eallad n‘
fown, Itis a compact farming com-
mupity, however, of about seventy |
wall enltivated homesteads at the
head of the La Plata valley. On the
western gide the land rises in three
‘erruces, one over the other, every
me or which is highly enltivated.
I'he sight wontd remind ope more of
i Freoch landsespe than & western
community as yet rewoved from
railroads, and ten yesrs sgo given
over to the Indisns ws & bnnting
gronpd, Alfslfa sod fruit wre the
prineipsl produetions.  This purt of
the county is & very picture io its

(slight dip, it is snpposed for wiles. as

[linge beds wjppenr, and these then

picturesque fertility. The Aztees
alao thongbt well of it, und many of
their movnwments in the sbape of
rudely pictured apd sculptured rocks
abound

THE LOWER 8AN JUAN,

Olio, Froatland and Jewstt ars sit
uated on the Sau Jnan below its
junction with the La Plata. The
population of the three is abont 60U
persons. The greater part of the
land is nnder & fine modern canal
und in a high state of cultivation, At
Fruitland is oue small orchard of
seven acres from which the anuual
net return has been over $2.600 per
anpum for the past five vears. This
is the property of the resident Mor-
mon bishop and s enltivated aceord
ing to the theory of bis peopla that a
smull place well cared for is more
valuable than broad acreage poorly
farmed. Jt ia opeof the best instances
of intensive culture in the territory.

LARGO.

This town may be considered the
cepter of population on the upper
San Joan. Taking in with it the
little gettleraent on Pine river and at
Blovmtield. the population is between
1000 und 1200 parsons, the msjority
of whom ura of Spanish descent,
I'he high enliare of the flelds, or-
‘burds and vineyards spesks well fr
lie progress of the commuuity,

Chkups

Th first trees were planted in this
connty ten yeurs ugro, aind ns 8o ex-
periment sesmed very doubitfal. The
first nettlers were principally cattle
men, who kuew little nbont farming,
They profited by their fivst mistukes,
howaver, iod prospered, so that the
reputetion of these valleys s known
whi vver the southwest, Thesonthern
towns of Colarado, outside tha San i
Liuis valley, sra almost wholly snp-
plied from the San Juan orchazds,
So remnoerative hus froit cuitura
proved that iu 1891 23 000 trees wers
planted, aod o 1502 qbont 50000
Uhis plunting of 1883 s not yet e
curately known, bint will show a rihio
of progress,  Lust year b the Albns
quaergue Territorinl fair the frams of
Lhis eonnty tonk sweensthkos
prize. The peaches in soms iustances
wensured nive inches 1 cirenmier-
ence, Apples thirtesn 1o fourteen
tnctes hod weighed <ixieen 1o mine
tepn ounees.  Single aeres of fran
laud return from $400 1o $500; und
in one orebiard near Furmington g
three trees, of whose yield
curdate account has bews kevt for fom
YHHES  PRsT that show sn BVETHEY '
turn of $53 per tres,

e

T 1T

Cereals of all kinds are grown here,

whent yielding 20 10 40 boshels per
neres oxts, 30 1o 80 hustiels; bayley, 30|
to 60 boshielss rye, 15 to 30 busheisg |
corn, 25 to 50 bushels. A resdy suiv |
15 fgapd at good priees  Currsnot |
priess  for 18Y3 were as  folb W |
Wheat, per ewt, ¥1 40, oats, 3150, !
Imrley, $1.40: corp, =1 50; bran, per |

fourish, from the hardier varietios,
such a8 LIeish potatoes, tarcips wnd
beets, to the more teodsr weions BN
plints, Lomstoes, v
ALFVALFA

Is, however, the stupls crop o this
conntys dronth 18 net e oe feared
wid neither frost o L B
in Owing to e wdvan sgeons <itu
stion of the connty the [armers anye
tuken to futteming beef eati'n. Ror
this jurposs the sules of alfalfy wre
nrge, frm]w-'!:li_\' Hinonnting oo from
SO0 to 1000 tous 1o 6 sinezh I‘II.\"F.,
'rom 1891 to 1692 the svercase
alfalfa prodeetion smoncted 7000
tous, The averave yield per iere is
from 4 to 10 tors.

MINEHRAL WEALTH.

This whole connty 15 unnderlsid
The beds hava pot baen
:rt‘uqn*(‘lr'd fo wny extent 'Lll't‘}' ure
known, however, (o ¢ontwn wlmost

coi

with ecal,

nnlimited gunannities of conl,  On the
San Jusy river, opposite Froitinnd,
is a trnly notable exposure of this val:
nuble fuel It stands sbove the river
M feet apd 15 over 300 feat loog, and
vxtends buel tnio the binfl on w very

(se nesa streteuing
Innediately neross
of the river other

thera 18 du 1o
1 that direetion
on the north =ul

streteh up the Ln Plata for pearly
fifty miles. I'lis eoal is & hard, free
burting quality. An experienced
Cornwall miner, who is working one
of these veins on the Ln Plats, suys
Lis never saw mines 8o easily opsued
or that so quickly yielded good mer-
chantable coal. All that seems to ba
necessary is to strip the outer layer,
which has beeu exposed to  th
wenther for ages, and the fine, glit-
tering material is found, free from
slute or “hoos” end rauly for use
sSome differencs of opinion exists a~
to the quality of this coal, but the
boresn of imigration can state on
the authority of its sgent that it is
of & good coking character. Some of
it, in his presepce, was covered with
=und end fired on the gronnd and in
wahort time wus roasted nto s five
silver coke with & ring like metsl
The coal in thw connty is usually
fonod in a thick strata between slate
ana sapdstous of & very fine grain.

It s smd that gold aud metallie
iron can be found; aod the best
huilding stone, both saudstone and
granite, abonnd. The best mining
camps of Colorado rod splendid min-
arul belts in New Mexico are contiyg
nons., When rmlroads penetrats
this connty the neighborhood of Olie
will afford splendid opporturities for
large smellers,

*3Jineo the foregoing wae pablished by the hn.
rean of immigration the Honr mill was destroyed
by fire, but will be retailt this sutmmer.

tJunotion ity is just noross tha Animns from
Farmineton. but depends on Furmington mer
e hints for supplied

Patentad land with water can be
hud at from $15 to $50 per nere, Be-
gides this there ara thousands of
neres of government land that cun be
had for the cost of filing on it.

Among the many enterprises which
would flonrish in tLis conoty may be
mentioned a wool scouring plant and
woolen mills. Water and coal are
abnndant and free. The only ex-

Questions Anawered,
Irrigation is the best neans of fer-

THE SAN JUAN COUNTY nn_nix

tilizing land, Azlec, N. M.
Every kind of deciduous fruit can
be raised here.
As a fruit raisiog country the Ssp [C8Pital Btock - .- $30,000.00

Juan has no equal,

Water can be put op arid land at &
cost of from §2 to §15 per acre.

New Mexico took first prize for
wheat at the World's fair, and second
for oats.

The lust censns gives thirty acres Does a gesiors) banking bualneu.;. =
a8 the uverage size of an irrigated SO PR Do R duiinin
farm in New Mexico, .

As u health resort for persons with
wenk luogs San Juaw county bas
few peers and no superiors, ROBERT C. PREWITT,

Rough lumber bere i« worth $25| CHARLES V.BAFFORD, Cashier.

per thoussnd, brick $8 per thonsand. Assistant Cashier.
and lime 40 cents per bushel

Fire clay is fonnd in large quanti-
ties on the lower Sun Jasn, and a fine
quality of fire brick can be manufae-
ured at & nominal cost,

Experts pronontes the San Juan
cosl as & stenn produeing cosl fur\
sbova the ave-rage, if not the very
best qnality in the world.

Auvy information reliiive to th
conoty vot given in the columns of

$1800.00
| GIVEN AWAY TO INVENTORS.

Frs0.00 every month given away th any onewho ap-
plies through us for the mwost mentutious patent diwring
the month preceding

We secune the best patents for ourolients,
anil the object of this wiler s to eacourage inventors ts

, seep track of their bnght ideas. At thie same nomas we
wish Lo bupress upon the public the Gics that

Fae Times will be cheerfolly for

nighed upon apphention ot piith

lisher. [ IT'S THE SIMPLE, TRIVIAL INVENTIONS
Water richis i compury o fphee THAT YIELD FORTUNES,
cost from $2 to §15 per sere, wiil nyy | 9chas the “carwindow"” which can be easily slid np

ond down without breaking the passcnger's hack,
" uollar-button,” “mulock,” “hottle
sopper,” and a thousind ather listle things that mont

wdditionsl eost of from $1 10 52 un
uuklly per sere to pay for repmes, In

vkt cas i AR any one can find o way elimproving ;. and these sim
“,. cAs 8 s aunual arsessipart inventions are Ihc_ ones that I.I g lurgest repuwns to Ph':
cin b worked out. suthar,  Tryto think of ¢ imethug to invenh

IT IS NOT SO HARD AS IT SEEMS.

Patents taken out thronzh us receive snechal notice
the ** Natinal Recorden,™ published at Washinptan,

Shean do well 1o this vonnts , Sl |
and (lni“r.'-ill‘l-'!tlll.‘h'lihlv.‘- are nnln

here, Thousands of aeros of ’._.:.t-h ::"'lllr}c:LT"c b;w...l--sspm:-iiului\i]-v.-.:’ it A\Illtft!:
) | 0 the mterests of mventors. s urnivh ¢ vear's su
ernment b aee conbenots b L enaption to this joumal, free of cost, toalle ¥ clients.
BIFCRINS AL WHISI N plooes o0 wheel) | We "‘l"" advertise, fres of -:G'T.!’:';im';‘urr-n; ch month
. ’ which wins our $150 pries, and hundreds of diousands
”I{*) CH BTREZS BERFIN eVer S nonil 100 ef eopies of the “*Nitional Recorder,™ Cﬂl‘:!ili[llll‘ a
LHTL’" (Y g ol i -.'-._fl:t?\ of the winner, and a desenption of his invention,
: ; v y= v il be seavterad throng! o the United Siates am

wechers can be furtemed op wlfnlin capialis sod maniiters thus bringing to l::

attention the merits ol the invention,

All communicitions regurded ansthyeonidentisl
Address

hay during the winter, o the wan
flicks enrried over on o vodt 8 mn ull
eost, thus making sheep viising o JOHN WEDDERBURN & CO.,
profitable i Flhe vatjvasiiwep  Solicitors of American and Forelgn Patents,
lHIlI\I' B nos! exevllon! erows to I"'P’i"l.! 618 F Slrcet. N. w't

he aatton pridueis vtk of sust  BOX 385, Washington, D. C,

: L Roference—editor of this paper.  1Write fovour
' shesp to, So-page pawmdiiet, FREE, A

' 1

STRAIGHT CAR LOAD o! these
Ranges just in, Prices lower than ever be-
fore. Call and examine.

Jackson How & Mre Co., Durango, Colo.

Your onrpers for High Grade Sewing Machines, Dioyeles, Vehicles, Baby
Carringes, eto., pluced with local and retail dealers with three to gix middle-
men's profits, or with the old reliable CASH BUYERS' UNION, with only
one smail profit above getual factory cost. If you are a money saverthere
can be no doubt as to your decision. Write to-day for one of our illustrated
catalogues and note the unapproachable bargains we are offering—30 differ-
ent style Sewing Machines, ranging in price from £5,00 to 830.00—Bicycles,
all styles and prices, from 810,75 to 275.00. Those of the latter price being
equngtn wheels sold by agents and dealers at 8125.00,  We show 150 designs
in Baby Carringes—the latest, the handsomest—all new patlerns, many
direot importations. We handle everything under the sun in the

VEHICLE AND HARNESS LINE, BUGGIES, CARRIAGES, PHAE-

TONS, ROAD WAGONS, CARTS, HARNESS, SADDLES, ETO.,
at prices out of reach of competition.

IN PIANOS AND ORGANS we show an
endless variety, at only 10 per cent. above
actual cost to bulld, In writing for cata-
logues, state which to send, as we have a spe-
clal catalogue for each line. Address in full

CASH BUYERS' UNION,
B B48. 150-160 W, Van Buren St., CHICAGO, ILL.

pense will be in developing.




