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THE MAINE DISASTER.

Following the first shock incident to the
blowing up of the battleship Maine nand
the terrible loss of life resulting comes,
bit by bit. news pointing to the probability
that the dizaster was not caused by acci-
dent, but with purpose. Bo far it has not
been established that the original cause
wax outside the vessel, but the improbabil-
fiy of Internal explosion, the easy po==ibil-
ity of external access, the well known sub-
marine fortitications of Huvana harbor, and
the secretly communicated apprehensions
of Captain Bigshee several daye before the
destruction of the ship—all these things
give color to the theory thuat the work was
the result of & Jdizbolical plan on the part
of some person or jersons actuated by
hatred for the Unlted States.

While is is not likely that such & plan
could have been carried out single handed,
1t 15 quite possible that #t could have been
executed through a conspiracy among a
few of those having access to the land for-
tifications of the harbor. At any rate, the
circumstances surrounding the lamentable
sffuir are fruught with grave suggestion
snd are calculated to arouse serious appre-
hensions. American people are slow to he-
lieve in treachery of any sort, especially
#uch as Involves the wanton destruction of
lite and property. They are characleris-
tieally suspicious of the Spanish nation, In
view of the conduct of the war agalnst the
Cuban insurgents; but no one has dreamed
of any Immediante danger to the Maine and
her brave men.

While the circumstances preceding and
attending the disaster Indicate treachery,
it cannot be believed that such an act was
done with the knowledge and consent of
the Madrid or the Havana authorities.
Epain has so much to lose and so little to
guin through the precipitation of war with
the United States that is is wholly unrea-
sonable to supposa this extremely hazard-
ous expedient would have been employed at
n time when there was no occasion for
hostile resentment, If, as Minister DeLome
is quoted as suying, the entrance to Ha-
vani harbor is fully protected with sub-
marine torpedoes, the destruction of the
Maine might hiave been accomplished, and
perhaps with war justification, at some fu-
ture time quite as ecaslly as at the present
period of peace. It therefore hehooves
every one to await with patience and calm-
ness the result of officiul Investigation and
the exchanges of stute messages regarding
the afair.

Perhaps the most alarming feature of the
gituation is the fact thut the Spanish peo-
ple are not always subject to the Spanish
goverument. Although the people of the
United State< are the aggrieved party in
this in#tunce, there i= more excitement in
Bpaln over the American suspicion that
there mav have been treachery than there
i5 in this couniry over the growing belief
that there was treachery. Another illus-
1iution of the difference in the 1emper of
the two nations i the suggestion made In
Madrid that it would not be safe at pres-
ont o send a Spanish battleship to New
York, as there would be danger of its be-
fug Wown up in revenge for the loss of the
Maine. This in (tsell shows how little the
Spanish people understagd our race.

THE JINGOES AAD THE WAR SCARE.

It is a significant fucl that the so-called
Jingoes, who from time to time in-
dulged in the most extravagant utlerances

have

spninst Spain, severely eriteized the Caban
palicy of the administration. and otherwise
shown & spirit of intolerunce, have so far
Lehaved with most commendable conserva-
tism in connection with the destruction of
1the Luttlexhip Maine the suspicious
circumstances surrounding the disaster,
The gravity of the situation s apparent
1t i= readily understood that
§f the explosion ciunnot be shown, beyond
misluhe,
Iatlons

and

in eyoryone,

to have been sn aceldent, the re-
the United States and
Spain are almost certain 1o become greatly

hotween
sirained.  In view of thesg fucts the war
possibility has come much nearer than It
haz been before, and s significance has
soneibly  impressed even thoese who hive
Liitherio treated this possibiiity as a mat-

ter of little vonsequence, The American
prople are & well poised race in times of
yeul dionger, and there is more heroi=m as
wnell e more humanity in the calm diseuas-

son of the news from Havana than there
ha= been in the extravagant uticrances of
those who have urged, In a spectacular
fashion, policies that might have precip-
f1ated war Jlong since If they had been put
into effect.

If the present crisis be passed [n safely,
the incident should at least
Jecsonn to the war advocates and impress

semve s @
the people in genrcral more favorably than
ever with President MeKinley's firm bot
conserviative policy in dealing with deli-

cate forelgn affairs,

LINING L.

The congregslonal committere of both the
great parties hove been organtied and the
Lattle of 1598 will shortly bLe begun, The
lines between soutd money and that from a
depreciated metal will be as  distinetly
drawn as in 18%8. The fact that every as-
sertion of the advocates of free sllver made
in the campalgns two years ago has heen
disproven by the events of the past elzht-
cen months, and that the pro=perity prom-
4sed by the Republivans throuzh the adop-
tion of protection and sound money hLins al-

veadr made its appearance,  should

girengthen greatiy the procpects of that
Pasly u the coming Camipalsi. dhers are,

however, no less than seveni{v-five close
congressional districts in the Unlted States,
und upon these the Democrats, Populists
and silverites will turn their united forces.
in an attempt to clect any silver man, no
matter to which one of the three organiza-
tions he may belong, =c long as he can be
relied upon 1o vole in the Interesis of the
silver mine owners. As against this, how-
ever, the Republicans will oppose a maug-
nificent prosperity record and the substan-
tial fulfiliment of all campaign pledges,
tnd they are not fearful of the outcome.
The silver forces failed at a time when the
country was distressed, discontented and
ripe for new experiments. They cannot
reasonably hope to succeed when it is
prospering and consequently satisfied with
#xixling conditions,

LOP-SIDED ARBITRATION.

“The senate committese on education and
labor to-day declded by a unanimous vots
to repart fuvorably the Lill prepared by the
trainmen of the country, and recently in-
troduced in the senate by Senutor Kyle,
providing for the arbitration of railroad
sirikes by a board of arbltrators to be
chosen by the striker= and the interstate
commerce commission.”—Washington Dis-
pateh,

For the credit of the senate commitiee on
education and Jlabor, Iet us hope that the
information contalned In the above dis-
paitch s untrue. Any senator who will
deliberately indorse a measure of arbitra-
tion that is wholly one-sided is either a
woeful Ignoramus or & rank demilgogue.
The fundamental principle of arbitration
i= that the interestis of both parties affect-
ed shall be equally protected, and to this
end that either both parties or neither
shitll be represented in the arbitration tri-
bunal. The absurdity of =an arbitration
measure which gives one sgide to a contro-
versy full representation on the board and
the other none at all, Is too apparent for
serlous argument.

The Interstate commerce commission is
an institution set up hy the people to
protect them from discriminations and ex-
tortions of rallway companies: it is in no
sense An agent or representative of the
rallroad Interests. A board of arbltration,
therefore, which consisted of the interstate
commission and the people, or any portion
of the people, who had a grievance against
a rallway company would simply be a put
up job on the railway company. There
would be no arbitration about its proceed-
ings and ruling.

1f two faurmers should fall out about a
boundary line fence, and one of them
should propose to submit the matter o
arbltration, himself and his own hired
hands to constitute the arbitration hoard,
the proposition would be similar to that
presented by the rallway trainmen and
recommended by the senite committee on
labor. It iz really surprising to find the
official representutlves of the trainmen
asking for such a palpably unfair piece of
legislation,

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION.

After a visitor in Washington has seen
the capitol, the White House and Washing-
ton’s monument, his first inguiry is for
the Smithsonian institution, and yet it is
doubtful if one out of a hundred Americans
knows anything more about this splendid
museum beyond a vague Impression that
it is connected with the government and
has something to do with science. The
Smithsonian institution has been in exist-
ence a lttle more than fifty years and re-
cently it Issued a book giving an account
of its origin and a description of its work.
We quote the following paragraphs {from
the New York Tribune's review of this
book:

“James Smithson was the =son of an En-
glish widow of high rank, Elizabeth Keata
Macle: and if his father. Hugh Smithson,
had kept his pledges of marriage to her,
Instead of contracting a matrimonial alll-
ance with the great house of Percy and
thus becoming & Duke of Northumberiand,
there would have been no oceasion for this
history. James S8mithson Is credited with
having =ald, with a bitterness that can eas-
fly be understood: *‘The best blood of En-
gland flows In my veins. On my father's
gide T am a Northumberiand, on my moth-
er's I am related to Kings; but thls avalls
ma not. My name shall live In the memory
of man when the titles of the Northum-
berlands and the Percys are extlnet and
forgotten,’

**The young man, known at first as Macie,
but afterward authorized by parliament to
adopt his father's surname, was graduated
from Pembroke college, Oxford, in 175, and
soun #howed so much intereet in science
that he became a fellow of the Royal so-
clety. ® * * The bulk of hls property was
derived, through his mother, from one of
her gons by a former murriage. None of it
came from his father’'s family. His will,
after making wvarious small bequests, dl-
recied that his fortune should go to a
nephew, and if that nephew should have
clildren they should inherit in due season.
Otherwise, the United Statea government
was 1o be his legatee, and the property
should be devoted to the founding, in Wash-
ington, of an establishment under the name
of Smithsonian institution, ‘for the increase
and diffusion of knowledge among men.'
Smithson did not marry. His death oc-
curred in 18299, The nephew survived until
1855, and died without issue,”

The sum of money which thus came into
the handy of the government was only half
@ milllon dollurs, but such wisdom was
brought 1o Its munagement that one of the
finest museums in the world has been ac-
comulated, and it s now drawing interest
o3 an endowment of about one million dol-
lors. 1t is true that certain other bequests
huve been made to this institution, but the
greater purt of Its accomplishments have
been through the original sum,

1t i= perhaps wrong to speak of the
Smithsontan ipnstitution as a museum. It
hifs become a marvelous museum through
the exhibits gathered within the bulidings
devoted 1o it, but its primary object was
the advancement of scientific knowledge
along certain lines. It has been at tha
head of the best explorations in this coun-

try for geographlcal, geological and eth-
nological reseurch. Itx expeditions every-
where American continent haya
aceumulated 2 vast amount of specimens,

on 1he
and the natlonal government
erected W building for thelr deposit, now
known a2 the Nuatlonal mussum, which i<
separated by but a few yards from the
original Smithroulan «~ditice,

During the hulf century of the Institu-
tior's existence the office of secretary—iis
executive head—has  been  fllled by but
thres men: Joseph Henry, s organizer,
the eminent electrician, who served from
1836 Li11 I878: Spencer F. Baird, the natural-
ist (1538-87), and Professar 8. P. Langley,
well kuown for his researches In physical
a<tronomy and Litterly in arronautics, who
is now in office. The fustitution has there-
fore been happy, mot enly in the charac-
ter of lt®8 work. but in the eminence of
the men whe have direcied It, and it=

1TPUrs BEo

feputation and aulhority bave beea quite

out of proportion 1o the money spent in
its support.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

1t it should appear, on full Investization,
that a torpedo did the work, there will be a
bigger explosion still,

And then again it may be that one of
Senator Billy Mason's dynamite bombs hit
the AMaine by mistake.

It is understood that the IHon. Dave De-

Armond has sent a rush order to Missouri

for his gun and his sword and his pistol.

In firing a job lot of manifestoes At the
country in Februsry the free silver leaders
tshow a disposition to crowd the season.

Possibly an ersiwhile sneering public will
now admit the wisdom of General Miles in
asking for more gilt on officers’ uniforms.

The stories about a short supply of pow-
der in this country, it turns out, are with-
out foundation. We have powder to burn.

The Maine was one of cur best boats. It
early acquired the habit of doing its float-
ing on top of the water, and kept it up to
the end.

——i:

Zola's truth on the witness stanid is mare
sensational thun his tiction on the news
stands=, and, to some of the French people,
more disagreeable,

However, the silver manngers cannot be
blamed for acting eariy. The ground was
slipping from under them and they didn't
have time 1o wait.

People talk of prosperity, but there I3
only one spot in all this great country
where the walking delegate Is able to find
a little—New England.

It is easy to see from lallggon the street
eorners that the Spanish feet which at-
tempts to cruise up the Missourl will meet
with a warm receplion.

The American people are much calmer
than the Spanish people, Americans are not
so hysterical as our congressional jingoes
would have the world believe,

Blance should not be afraid of making his
alibi too strong. This is a case where the
Spanish skirts cannat be too thoroughly
or too promptly cleared.

The Hon. Hannls Taylor s vindicated.
If Spain had been wiped off the map three
months ago, this deplorable *“accldent”
would not have happened.

Diplomatically the BEpanish government
may regret the destruction of our battle-
ship, but privately It Is ehuckling over
the best joke of the season.

There need be no uncertainty about Mis-
sourl. If hostilities break out Mrs, SBtephens
will not hesitate to have Lon offer the serv-
fces of the state militia to the president.

In the opinion of Senator William M.
Stewart, the duty of the United States In
thls emergency Is plain. It should adopt
the free and unlimited coinage of sliver at
& ratio of 16 to 1.

This country is producing only prosperity
al the present time, but any order for
calamity that Bpain sends in will he
prompily filled, and the quality of the goods
will be warranted.

The effort of New Jerses bachelors to im-
pose a tax on the old maids of the state
looks like a deliberate purpose to add insult
ta injuryr—to punish the spinsters for their
own unmanly shortcomings,

The situation is not yet regarded as suf-
ficiently critical Lo necessitate the substl-
tuting of General Champ Clark for Sec-
retary Alger as head of the war depart-
ment.

Senator Allen Insist= that Speaker Reed
15 the whole house. Supposing that to lie
true, the speaker j= much more satisfac-
tory te the country as the whole house
than Senator Allen Is as a noisy and fussy
corner of the =enate.

We are contident that if the American
people would take their eves off the country
at large and focug them on a few square
miles In New England, they would agree
with Mr. Bryan that gold standard pros-
perity is all a hollow sham.

Isn't it a little coarse to speak of a Bos-
ton woman “breaking her leg?" Belter
say that Mrs. Jack Gardner has suffered
& fracturs of the osgeous structure of a
lower limb, or the dislocation of & fbula,
or something of that sort.

Republican prosperity ean stand all the
paper wad bombardments the silver man-
agers may want to touch off. The people
may be deceived as to the cause of thelr
distress when they are distressed, but they
cannot"Be made to believe that good times
are hard times.

The Eastern press is disposed to poke fun
at the movement to suppress the chewing-
gum and soda water hablts in Kansas. They
ara so accustomed to great vices in the
East that they are unable to understand
how thesa comparatively harmless Indul-
gences can he regarded as erimes. Kansas
will get a good “ad’ out of this.

KANSAS TOPICS.

*Genae Ware says—and what ’'Gene
Ware =ays Is very likely to be earnest, for
he went down into the hell of battle and
got himself shot full of holes on a recent
orcaglon when the Amerlcan flag was in-
rFulted—that the Americans should at once
proceed to blow Moro castle out of exist-
ence and then set a chip afloat upon the
high seas.

- * "

An apt illustration of how the waler of
patriotism boils In America bubbled to the
surface at Topeka vesterday. There are
fiftv-six employes of the ‘Topeka strect
rallroad. nnd fifty-one of them nnnounced
thelr intention to enllst If a war should

break out.
L

After all there is one very favarable cir-
cumstance In connection with Judge Me-
fwav. He says that he has not made up
with Jerry Simp=on and that he would not

miuke up with him If Jerry wanted to.
- . -

The Emporia Gazetie says {1s [den of an
unimaginative amd utterly poor article of
the genus lar i= the man who suys he Is
golng to the Klondike when he has no
intention of doing so0. In the next article
the Gazelle gives the numes of fonr Em-
porisite= who announce that they are go-
ing to the Klondike—which would appear
to be & very gentee! way of calling & few
people that name.

> = =

Billy Glenn, of Greeley county, s=ald to
Toples yesterday: "I have mot vet anp-
nounced my candidacy for lieutenant gov-
ernor, but T think I will make the race. 1
hive received encouragement from all over
the state. If =ome of the offices which do
rot pay 4 hig salary da not come 10 West-
orn Kansas. then there =il ba a4 chance
for a candidate who iz satisfled with &
place which paym practically nothing.”

1o responie Lo an inquiry as to how the

gubernatorial situation stood In Western
Kansas, Mr. Glenn said: *'I really cannot
say. I have heard more talk about Coburn
than anybody else. The farmers out in our
country are undoubtedly for him, and this
is largely without regard to party lines.
They are not disposed to accept his with-
drawal from the race as necessarily final
That Is to say, they are talking about
electing delegations favorable to him in the
face of his withdrawal.

- a -

There was a meeting of New York Life
Insurance Compaty agents in Topeka the
other day for the purpeose of settling up
the company’'s business on itz withdrawal
from Kansas. Talk drifted to the pros-
pective war with Spain and every man
present valiantly expressed his determina-
tion to enlist if wuar broke out. with the
exception of one, who declared that he
Wis over 4ge 1o go to war. All the others
snecred @t this man for being a coward,
hut later it was discovered that he had
spent four yeurs In the war of the rebellion

and had been wounded three times,
.« o o

Governor Leedy said ta Topics yesterday:
“I have received no ecall from the secretary
of war for information about the Kansas
militin, as was reported upon the streets
yesterday. T don't know whether the Kan-
£as militia would be of much service to
the country or not, for I have an idea that
It is small and weak, but in cuse of war
Kansias is ready to furnish more good
fighting men per capita than any other
state in the Unlon." Bully for Governor
Yaoedy! Down beneath his calamity skin
Is & vein of patriotiem, after all.

- = »

Atchison Globe: There is a tremendous
row this morning In nearly all the morning
newspaper offices. The Kansas Clty Jour-
nil is the only paper that had a fair ac-
vount of the destruction of the battleship
Maine In the Havana harbor last night:
nearly two columns. The Kunsus City Star,
whirh prints a2 morning edition, did not
have a line about the destruction of the
battleship, The Kunsas City Times printed
ter: lines; the Leavenworth Times twenty
lines, and the Topeka Capital and St. Joe
morning papers printed about the same ac-
count. In Atchison this morning there
was n great sewrrying around for copies of
The Journal, which printed an account up
to 1:00 this morning, A lot of telegraph ed-
ftors will be looking for jobs this after-
noon,

MISSOURI POINTS.

Belhany la represented by Mrs., M. UL
Vandivert and Mrs, E. A, Templeman at
the national suffrage convention now in
progress in Washington.

. ® =

Colonel Swilzler has heen assured hy
Congressman Bland that the appropriation
for the mecessary harbor improvements at
the port of Boonville shall be made if pos-

sible,
" 8 =

Plattsburg wants to ba classed as & sub-
urb of Kansas City, and expects to have a
local truin service on the Pittshurg & Gull
that will entitle it such a distinction before
the summer flowers shall have gone to
seed,

The Albiany Ledger offers as an explana-
tion of Judge Orton's connection with the
telephone company  the suggestion that
probably he expects to do some long dis-

tance talking during the coming cam-
paign.

- » -
A man named James Keames, who fis

thought to be a resident of §t. Joe, Is being
sought for there, word having come to the
municipal authorities from an atlorney in
Galveston that a large fortune awaits him

in Texas,
s .

Along with other troubles of their own
Just  at this previous-to-election period
Joplin councilmen have en hand a peremp-
tory demand on the part of the women of
the Unity Club that a don't-spit-on-the-
sidewalk ordinance be enacted.

L

The multiplicity of *‘yellow dog™ candl-
dates suggested for tha St. Joe mayoralty
this spring impels the News to warningly
prophesy that “the party that puts up a
‘vellow dog® will have the mortification of
seeing a tin can attached to his tail™”

- & =

The funeral of Gus Leftwich, the appar-
ently murdered Gallatin editor, took place
Tuesday, under the ausplees of the Odd
Fellows, at his old home In Miami, in the
presence of an immense concourse of sor-
rowing friends and early-day associates.

- = -

Some up-country Republican editor who
thinks $£0.000 or $0,000 would be sufficient
to provide a fairly good Missouri display
at Omaha sugzests that an assessment of
¥ ecach on the commissioners thus far
appointed by overnor Stephens ought to
riaise all the money needed.

PR

Among thirty-nine, who out of 232 appli-
cants for certificates at & recent examina-
tion conducted by the Pennsylvania state
hoard of pharmacy were the only suceess-
ful ones, was B, K. Davis, & bright Mis-
souri hoy, whose home s at Maryville,

- - -

In Princeton the understanding s that
thera are no Ifs attached to Judge Sul-
linger's candidacy for Dockery's congres-
stonal seat, the recollection there being
that Sullinger served notice at the conven-
tion in '% on Dockery’'s man, Peery, that
he would go after the persimmon two years

liter.
L

The publishers of the Missing Link, the
new paper at Wheeling, in support of their
claim to originality as a feature of espe-
cial prominence In the get-up of their pa-
per, can without question say truthfully
that they ape no other publication in the
mittter of a nume.

L

Judgze Routszong, of Jefferson City, has
taken a fancy for mineral speclmens and
fosslls since his court docket has dwindied
down to a continuous blank page, the
Courler says. The latest additlon te his
collection is on display in the courtroom
and it has been classified as the left fore
foot of the ichthyosaurns. The petrifac-
tion bears some resemblance in shape to

tha hoof of a yearling coll-
- - L]

Commenting on the announcement that
no more Omaha commizsioners are to be
appointed, although among the regiment
already selected not a single one from La-
favette county has been named. that ortho-
dox exponent of Missouri Popocracy, the
Lexington News, relieves itself thus: “‘Just
why the many substantial citizens of this
county were Ignored {s unknown to us,
and furthermore we do not care, hut we
have this to say, that Lonnie can without
further delay enter the word ‘Dennis’ in his
*diary,” Insofar as he is concerned in La-

favetle county."”
L

-

Dr. J. 8. Dewey, of Breckenridge, has
gerved as notary publie in Caldwell county
continuously since June 15, 1864, a longer
term, perhaps, than nny other notary in
the state can be credited with. The dates
of his hi= commlissions and the names of
the governors as they apprar thereon are
as follows: June 15, 184, Governor Willard
P. Hall; June 4, 18648, Governor Thomas C.
Fletcher: April, 1552, Governer HB. Grals
Brown; March, 1576, Governor Chuarles H.
Hurdin: March, 182, Governor Thomas T.
Crittenden: Marel, 8%, Governor John S,
Marmuduke: March, 18, Governor David
R, Francis; March, ¥, Governoer William
J. Stone,

- - .

“Evervihing Missouriun (s churacteristie
of Missourl.” rhupsodizes the enthusfast of
the Maryville Tribune.  “The  Missouri
‘possum, the Missouri horse, ihe Jissourl
mule, the Missourd hen, the Lig red Mix-
sourl upple—whether Ben Davis, or Wine-
sap, or Jonathan—Missourl zine, and lead
and fron bear certailn nutural marks and
Lrands that muake them recognizable by
people acquainted with Miz=ourl In any
place or market. They have a purity or a
richness or & Ereatness, a symmelry or a
largencss or a perfectlon that only the
calubrious climite, the sweet waters, and
tha fertila =oil of Missouri can give. The
man of Mizzour! are braver and mora cen-
arous, the women more charming and fair
because they werse raised, and perhaps
born. surrounded by such beneficent Infiu-
ences. This article has to deal with the

sweelest, the purest, the proudest, the best,
the dearest, the most distinctively Missou-
rian of Missouri products—the Missourl
girl. 'There are girle and girls, just as
there are boys and boys, but we pin our
fuith to the Missour] girl. There are other
girls, perhaps, that are as pretty as she;
some, perhaps, as refined and educated;
some, possibly, as charming and entertain-
ing, perhaps one or two that itU's as de-
lightful to fall in love with and have fall
in love with you—hut then we don’t believe
it. Do wou know a single Missouri girl
yvou couldn’t fall in love with? Or, If you
do, have you never met one that you
thought you could fall In love with? Of
course, All Missouri men have, and this
article isn't intended for the perusal of
cattle, nor men without eyes, ears or
hearts. There are different kinds of girls
in Missouri, of course. If there were notl
they would not be characteristic of the
state, hecause versatility as well as su-
periorily characterizes the products of Mis-
souri. But whether her hair is dark or
brown, or auburn or blonde; whether she
is tall and willowy, or plump: whether her
eyes are soft and full of dreams, or sky
blue, or dark and flashing like brillants:
whether her cheeks are dark and clear, or
roey and fair; whatever the type to which
she belongs, she has the culture, the charm,
the manners, the presence that stamp her
as of Missourl parentage and Missouri rais-
ing."”

The Siiver Pronunciamento.
From the Plttsburg Dispatch,

The Democrats, silver Republicans and
Populists have united in addresses to the
people, sounding the usual jeremind on
the gold standard. The text of their lu-
mentation is that bills have been present-
edinac ittee of thel which have
not and will not pass either branch of
congress, and which have not been even
reported. On this slender foundation they
continue to declara that prosperlty can
never return. Thus they rival Mrs, Part-
ington’s great act of attempting to keep
back the rising tide of prosperity with the
wornout, old broom of free silver argu-
moents.

This Is done with

the usual collection
of misrepresentations, one of which Is
encugh to quote as a sample. The politi-
cal apostles of cheap money quote Presi-
dent Andrews as asserting that when the
war closed the debt of 3$2.740,000,000 could
have been paid with 25,000,000 tons of bar
iron, while years after, when the debt had
been reduced to $1,%50,000,000, it would take
82,000,000 tons of bar iron to pay it. We
do not know whether President Andrews
ever sald anything of the sort or not, but
it is certainly one of the typical free sil-
ver slovenlinesses.

Two points will sufficiently indicate the
silliness of this claim. If the person who
instituted this comparison had taken
encugh trouble in the line of accuracy to
figure out the average cost of iron before
it had been inflated by the Immense con-
sumption of the war he would have found
that at the price fixed by bimetalii=m it
would have taken nearly 69,000,000 tons of
bar iron to pay the amount of the na-
tional debt of 1865. The reduction from
69,000,000 to 32,000,000 Is very nearly In pro-
portion to the reduction of debt from
$2,700,000.000 to $1,250,000.000,

But this is not the whole of the mistep-
resentation. Every well Informed man
knows that the great reduction in the
price of fron, as in the price of most other
staples, is due to improved processes and
machinery, by which a ton of finished
fron Is now produced at one-fifth to one-
quarter the labor of forty years ago. But
the free silver crowd utterly lgnore that
fact and perpetrate the logleal vice of
“undistributed middle” by jumping from
this showing to the assertion that the na-
tional debt of to-day is as great a mort-
gage on the labor of the country as the
national debt of 1865 The fact is exactly
the opposite. It takes less labor In the
staples produced by labor to pay a dollar
of debt now than It did in 1865, because
machinery enables labor to produce a great
deal more.

It is by such sophistries as these that
the fres sllver crowd is desperately ar-
tempting to bolster up its cause. But its
misrepresentations are all exploded by the
fact of the steady "and unexampled com-
mercial activity that has set in since the
threat of silver was removed.

Two- Reveraes for Suffragisia.
From the Chicago Times-Herald.

It was unfortunate that the woman suf-
fragists should meet reverses in two states
while the thirtieth annual convention of
the national associatlon was In progress in
Wiashington. It would have been cheering
news for the venerable leader who presided
over the deliberatlons of the natlonal or-
ganization to learn that the legislature of
lowa had voted to allow the suffrage
amendment to be submitted to a vote of
the people.

But the national convention will hava to
gather its inspiration tromn the victories
of the past. The word “male” will not be
struck from the constitution of Towa this
year. The resolution for submission of
the amendment to popular vote was lost
by one vote. The disappointment over the
defeat is made keen and bitter by knowl-
edge of the fact that two members who
hmal promised (o vote for the resolution
were absent on account of sickness. An-
other member who was an acknowledged
friend of equal suffruge objected to an
amendment, forced to passuge by the Dem-
ocrats, which exempted the women from
milltary duty.

The defent in Massichusells was the
repetition of an old story., For twenty
yveare past the legislature of the Bay state
has given the same annual verdict on the
suffrage questlon. In lowa, however. the
suffragi=ts have the rlrongest stale orgnn-
Ization in the Unlon, and they confidenlly
expected 1o win.

The suffragists are disheartened but not
dismayed. They are disappointed, but not
discouraged. They will fight it out agaln
in the next legislature of lowa. A cause
that has advanced in the face of so many
signal reverses will not abandon such a
promising field as the hawkeye common-
wealth.

Defeat of the Dispensary Sysiem.
From the Philadelphia Press.

The perennial liquor question In South
Carolina has probably been quieted for the
time being by the defeat of the hill placing
in the state government the control of all
liquors brought Inte South Carolina. In
this way it was hoped to prevent the carry-
fng of liguors inte South Carolina under
the provisions of the interstate commerce
law and selling it in the original packages
in epite of the state dispensary law. If
the original package business continues it
is destined to nullify In large measure the
state law., The latter has not proved satis-
factory to either the people or the author-
itles. The former have been irritated by
the strict regulations surrounding the sale
of linuor and the latter have been disap-
pointed by the comparatively small revenus
returned. 1t was estimated that the svstem
would sicld about $00.000 a year, but the
last renort showed that from April 1. 18%,
to December 1, 1897, a perlod of twenty
months, the totul revenue to the stats, couri-
tles and towns was $H86,094.54, or about Lalf
the estimaled revenue, Unless bhetter re-
turns are hod In the future it Is probable
that the dispensary syst=m will be aban-
duned or radically amended,

Important Dizcussioss in the Sennte.
From the Chicago News

Whatever the rest of the world may he
doing, the TUuited Stules senatle is atl-
tending 1o matters vitally Important to
evervbody., The universe may drowse, but
our honorable senators are awake looking
arter the interests of the solar system.

On Monday Senator Pettigrew delivered
the third installment of his =peech on the
Fawalian question. He deait with the over-
throw of monarchy and the establishment
of the republic unider Prezident Dole.

There are sixty-eight meore installments,
after the delivery of which, Senator Patti-
grew will take up other inleresting chap-
ters of the world's history and discuss them

to @ standstill. We are privileged to out-
line a few of the more important ones.

The milky way—if the earth was made of
it s the human race any relation to cheese
and If =0, why?

Birth of Eve—did it cccur on the 13th, and
If it did, does this not account for Adam’s
hard luck?

When the light went out was Moses nec-
essarily in the dark? Is [t not probable
he had another muatch?

In demanding liberty og death didn't the
late Patrick Henry exhibit a lot of sand?

Which has done the most good, the Colos-
sus of Rhodes or the Wild Man of Borneo?

1f the Howalian islands ars the key to
the Pacific, who has the lock?

Wiz not the settlement of the Alabama
claims a trifle premature, considering the
fact that the United States senate must
find something to talk about?

Senator Pettigrew will be followed by
other senators in short talks about sun
spots, the atomie theory, does death end
all, are perpendicular lines vertical, ete.
These discussions are great educational
helps to the senators and highly amusing
to their constitusnts. They also prevent
the senators from doing any damuage to
our country.

New Orleans” Novel Experiment.
From the Chicago Revord,

New Orleans is proposing to undertake a
rather novel experiment in the adminls-
tration of its local affairs. For some time
the people of that town have been hamper-
ed by a number of inequalities and irreg-
ularities in their municipal government.
It is to remedy these that they have
brought before the constitutional conven-
tion now in session the plan to alter the
framework of their local laws. The pro-
posed Improvements ars various and com-
prehensive, but the project now under dis-
cusslon comprehends nothing less than the
appointment of & body of 1M citizens to bhe
known as the board of public works, It is
not Intended that these citizens shall par-
ticipate in performing the usual duties of
the regular clty officers or the council, but
it s proposed that when public Improve-
ments are to be made the clty, Instead of
bargalning with private contractors or un-
dertaking the work on its own account,
shall act on the instance of the boaml,
which will #ee that all the necessary work
shall be done at such a price only as will
pay actual cost for construction and main-
tenance. In this way the board will die-
tate as to the operation of all pluns for
sewerage, main drainage, public lighting,
water supply, the paving of the streets and
similar matters.

The measure which the New Orleans
Municipal Improvement Association has
prepared for this purpose is sweeping and
comprehensive, It not only provides for the
establishment of the board of 100 citizens,
but actually names the citizens who are to
be chosen as the members of th= first
board. It provides that twenty of these
shall hold office for twenty vears, twenty
for sixteen vears, twenty for twelve vears,
twenty for eight years and twenty for four
years. After the expiration of the four
years all members shall be elected by popu-
lar vote, their term being twenty years,

At first glance the plan seems cumber-
some and extravagant, but certainly it
might do much toward securing an abso-
lutely economical and business-like admin-
istration of the city's municipal aaffirs. It
would be non-partisan and its policy would
be exempt from the fluctuations of politi-
cal contests., Whether as a fact It is not
teo rigid and inelastic to suit the needs of
democratic government is a question which
New Orleans must settle for itself. But
the fact that there s an apparent need for
some such sweeping action is a deplorable
commentary on the incompetence of munic-
fpal government in Loulsiana as elsewhere
in the United States.

A Decaying Fower.
From the Indlanapolis Journal.

A Madrid cablegram states on the author-
ity of a Spanlsh newspaper that the last
two descendants of Christopher Columbus
are now occupants of u poorhouse at Cadiz.
Thers seems to be a sort of historic fitness
in the fact that the last descendants of the
discoverer of America should be closing
their lives in a poorhouse, while the feebie
survival of the once powerful Spanish em-
pire is hastening toward bankruptey In a
valn effort to retain one small island out
of 1ts once vast possessiona in the Western
hemisphere. The paraliel runs still closer,
for Cuba was almost the first land discov-
ered by Columbus, his son was its first
Spanish governor, and his own remains,
after two or three removals, were finally
deposited in the cathedral at Havana. If
Spain should lose the island almost simui-
taneously with the death of Columbus® last
descendant, the dramatic unities would be
completely preserved. It has been just a
hundred years gince the remains of Colum-
bus were removed from San Domingo to
Havana, as if to establish for all time the
connection between his discoveries and
Spanish possessions In America. At that
time, although Spain had lost the Nether-
lands and Portugal, she still retained con-
trol of more than half the Western conti-
neni—far more than all other powers com-
hined. Almost from the time that the re-
mains of Columbus were conveyed with
great pomp to the cathedrnl of Havana
Spanish rule In America has declined. Four
vours after that event Spain was forced to
cede back to France the vast territory of
Loulsiana, comprising more than a dozen
of the present states of the Union. A lit-
tle later the South American states begun
to rebel, and each In turn threw off the
Spanish yoke. In 1519 she relinquished all
claim to Florida, ceding It to the United
States. In 1510 Mexico, which had been
ruled by sixty-four Spanish viceroys since
1335, revolted and secured its independence
in 1251, Other states lollowed at Intervals,
Rolivia, in 184, being the last. Her island
possessions have been reduced to two,
Porto Rico and Cuba, and from present in-
dications she will not hold these long. His-
tory scarcely affords a parallel to this
steady, continuous and rapid decadence of
a great power. The descendants of Co-
lumbus now in a poorhouse are In hard
luck, but they may yet live to see Spain
deprived of the last scrap of territory in
the New World which he discovered, and
which ehe once so largely owned.

New York's New Dance.
From the Chirazn Times-Herald.

Special dispatches from New York bring
the Interssting information that the Misses
Hewlitt, daughters of ex-Mayor Ahram S.
Hewitt, will glve a “vegetable dance™ next
Thursday evening. to which have been in-
vited the most exclusive members of the
400" aml “many representatives of for-
elgn nobility."”

The “vegetahle dance” f= something new.
Oshkosh, Kalumuazoo and Kankuakee thus
far have experienced little difficulty  in
keeping abrenst of Gotham in the matter
of social entertainments, Vaudeville was
in full sway at Red Dog and Painted Post
long before It invaded Astoria, Cakewalks
delighted the rural brother for years befors
William K. Vamderbilt won hls cakewnlk
laurels In New York., Heber R, Bishop's
domino dunce, which delighted Gotlum re-

cently, seems 10 have becn merely n very I

wedk Imitation of the musquerade diunces
of 1he crossroads hamlets,

“hut the vegetable doges [ o genunine
novelly. No Westerp belle over has im-
personated o bunch of aSpiaragus 88 o so-
clul gathering and na Western leai ever
lizs capered gavly throush the donce dis-
gulsed w2 w pumpkin.  The fortheoming
Gotham function ought to prove o pleasant
tunovittion, Lut If those “many representn-
tives of foreign nobiiity” entér Into the
splrit of the occaslon, won't there be too
grent o preponderance of beet=—just plain,
dead ones—in that outnt?

irrclevant and Immnterinl,
Frem the thicage Times Tlerald.

A Mi==ouri bigami=zt pleads hrpaotivin
az a defonse. The pourts will cause 1roubie
it they acknowlicdge the vabidity of sach
a piea. Every man s hypnotized before
marridaac.

THY SONG.

Azk mas not which of all my songs is thine!
Ask of the Spring. when first the blossoma stir.
Which of their falry pennnons waves for her:
Ask of the Night what star of all that shine

Is her own signet, peerless and divine;

Ask of the Sun which purple follower

Among the clouds is his sole worshiper,

Linting at dawn his colors and his sign.

Az starn are born of night, as Sowers of spring

Ax chuds the vivid hues of sunlight wear,

And all an equal rank and kinship know,

8o 15 thy memory the awakemmng.

The living warmth, the radiance largs and falr

ia which all songs of mine to utterance grow
—Frapcen Laughton Mare.

WIZARD FROST,
Wondrous things have come ta pass
Mm my square of window.glass,
Looking in it [ bave seen
Grass oo longper painted green,
Trees whose branches never stic,
Skles without a cloud to blur,
Hizds below them sailing high,
Church-spires pointing to the akr,
And a fuany lttle tawn
Where the people, up and down
Streetn of silver, to me seem
Like the people In & dream,
Dressed in fSopest kinds of Jace:
“Tis a pleture, on & space
Scarnely larger than the hand,

Of a uny Switzerland,
Which the wizard, Frost, has drusn
“Twist the nightfall and the dawn
Quick! and see what he has done
Era “tis stolea by the sun
—¥Frank Dempster Sherman.

“WHILE THEIR COMPANIONS SLEPT.®

The heights by great men reached and kept
Were not attained by sudden Sight.
But they while thelir companions slept
Were tolling upward in the night
—Heary W, Longlcliow,

OF CURRENT INTEREST.

J. 0. Barrett, who died Februury 8 at his
home In Brown's Valley, Minn.. lived in
Wisconsin from 1853 till 1881, Daring the
war he was publisher of a newspaper in
Eau Claire, and devoted much of his time
to organization of military companies. Ow-
ing to deafness he could not piss muster for
active service as a soldier, but he was ap-
pointed chaplain of the Elghth Wisconsin
regiment, and started to join the regiment
in the South, but upon reaching Chicagy
news was recelved of Lee’s surrender and
there was consequently no need of his sor-
vice on the field of hattle. The Eighti
Wisconsin was the regiment which attained
sitch notoriety by carrying the eagle Old
Abe through much active service. At the
close of the war Mr. Barrett wrote a his-
tory of Old Abe and personally exhibited
the bird at the centennial in Philadelphia,
and while there sold %.000 copies of the
history. -

“To save my Hfe I can’'t understand why
it is that there Is so much hostile feeling
in the United States against England,™
said a London man In Washington recently.
“It seems to me thuat every time T revisit
the States I find this sentiment of antag-
onism more pronounced, and I assure you
it is not a pleasant thing to observe. The
reéason that I marvel at its prevalence here
is stronger because of the absence of any
corresponding feeling in the old couniry.
Englishmen do not look upon their cous-
ins across the sen as enemies; they can sem
no reason for fll-will or jealousy between
the two nations, but, on tha contrary,
every reason for the closest and friendliest
relations. I have asked many Intelligent
Americans to explaln to me the cause or
causes of this anti-English feeling, but T
have nkver yet found one who could do it
an any grounds that were In keeplng with
tha character of the American people for
conservatism, good sense and lberality.”

Another relle i about to disappear: the
famous bell in Schaffhausen, from which
Schiller took the motto for his noble poem,
“The Song of the Bell,"” is to be meolted
down, and several of the Swisz and Ger-
man papers are lamenting over it. The bell
was cast In Basel, in the year M85, for a
funeral bell. About the middle of Jast
century a plece of the metal was broken
off, without much injury to the tone of the
bell: but at the beginning of last year a
dangerous crack was discovered, which
threntened a speedy destruction. Since
then the bell has been most tenderly han-
dled, warmly packed up in winter, and in
summer only used on Sunday. Now it is to
ba melted down with other bells of the
cathedral, &s that building is to have a
new peal.

Ex-Congressman William . Martin, of
Texns, who died the other day at Hillshoro,
in that state, was known to his constitu-
ents by the affectionate name of “OWl
Howdy.” He created a sensation in Wash-
ington, where he was regarded as a typlcal
Western character. He promised before he
left home that the life of the capital shonld
not change him, and he intended to cling
to the butternut shirt and the wide-brim-
mied brero of a rancl n. Some of his
feliow-members in the Texas delegation,
who had had more experience dissuaded
him. He took a room In Willard's hot=l and
blew out the gas on the night of November
o5, 1557, The door was broken down and he
was rescued In an unconscious condition.

A prominent magazine editor, in reply to
an ifnquiry. writes: *“No: we are not
‘erawded with good matter’—either stories
o~ poetry. The fact =, ‘good matter” i<
senrce—very scarce. We are In the market
for it all the time, and we are anxious
to pauy the highest cash price for t—it
makes no difference whether the author
is known or unknown. Just try us, sl
see™ That, Frank Stanton thinks, should
be encoursging to young authors. Hul
some of them are very fastidious. For ex-
ample: A youthful author who had receiv-
ed a check for $ for a short article, re-
tained the check, but wrote the editor:
“If that article Isn't worth .58 it lsn'tL
worlh anything:™

Tie memorial of Richard M. Hunt, archi-
teet, will be erected next month on the wall
of the Central park. New York. on Fifth
avenue, between Seventieth aml Seventy-
first streets, and facing the Lenox library,
with its strong and simple structure. The
monument will consist of an exedra, whose
piers will be braced by supporting statues,
ona representing sculpture, the other ar-
chitecture, and between these two will he
pluced a bust of Mr. Hunt upon a pillar.
Daniel C. French Is the sculptor, and Bruen
Price the architect. The monument Is
erected by art societies of New York.

In Manitoba some years ago when a man
had been twice or  thrice convicted of
drunkenness in the polies courts he wWas
sentenced to wear a brass collar, which
muirked him out among his fellows ws
person to whom no publican could with
impunity serve lignor. The drastic meas-
ure often proved a cure. Omn the authori-
ties being satisfied that the branded indi-
vidual had served a sufliciently long term
of probatlon he wia= uncollared and en-
dowed with the liberty of drinks.—Lomdon
Telegraph.

A young woman lu Chicago supports her-
=rlf by taking vare of other people’s birds
aml Howers. She goes duily from house to
Bounse, feeding and watering pet birds and
cleaning their cages. She then turas her
attention to the plants and window boxes,
cleansing the leaves amd giving & doss of
fertilizer when ueeded, and in other ways
kesping bher fentbered soud foral patients
11t exe=llent condition.

Al. Berller, the well known enginesr, has
Lol before the governments of Spain and
Moreoea @ project for the construction of
under the Stralts of Gibraltar,

. tunnel
The exe-cution of this plun would have
lnmense econemle consequences, so that

its fate will be followed with interest. M.
Iterlier Is the luventor of & new method
of subterranean boring.

Cremition continue=s 1o flourish in En-
gland, The Countess Nu=sell. whlow of the
famous Laord John Russoll, was cremated
the vther day, following 1n this the exam-
ple of the tate Pruches= of Bedford, of the
Nowager Thuchess of St Albans, and a
number of other equally well known and
cunsplcucus wonen.




