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SEWELL DECLINES

HAS REFUSED A MAJOR GENERAL.
SHIP IX THE ARMY.

PREFERS TO BE A SENATOR

EXTRAORDINARY ACTIVITY AT THE?
'WAR. DEPARTMENT.

Arrangements (of tbVEwcdlileas to
Cata aad the Fklllpplaea Belna;

Fashed With the Utmost
Visor Rash of Visit; - '

ors Yesterday. ,

WASHINGTON, May It-Sen- ator 8eweU.

of New Jersey, who "was nominated to be

a major general in the volunteer army,

has Informed the secretary of war that he

will decline the honor. This actio pre-

sumably la due to the belief of the senator
that, in accepting a commission In the
army, he would be compelled to resign hla

position in the senate. As Senator Sewell

waa appointed from civil life, the expec-

tation is that the vacancy will be filled In

a similar wa'y. The senator had also been

assigned to the command of the troops
to be concentrated at Washington, and his
retirement will necessitate a new selection

for that command.
The war department to-d- was one of

extraordinary activity. Arrangements for
the expeditions to Cuba and Philippines

continued with unabated vigor. Concern-

ing the former, however, the date? of de-

parture is still uncertain, and "will depeadr
upon the developments of the next few
days. This uncertainty, however, in no

wise Interferes with the operations --for' H w fhurrying to Tampa the lane sasountvof
n. ft- Vquartermasters' and commlaary supplies

which "will be taken to Cuba by the army

of occupation. According to the present
plans, many of the volunteers will be held. I

at Chickamauga until the date for their
embarkation is near at hand, when they
will be sent on to Tampa.

Assistant Bepretary Melkeljohp' to-d-

chartered the ship Miami as a 'transport
for the army. The vessel is nowyatNr-- 1
iouc, wnere sne win coal ana will then
start for Tampa.

A successor to General Merritt, In com-

mand of the department of the East. who.
has been ordered to Manila, is being dis-

cussed, but it is not believed anyone has
yet been chosen. Brigadier General John
I. Rodgers, who has been appointed 'chief
of artillery, and who baa been designated
to accompany General Miles to Tampa,
Is believed to be anxious for the command,
as, by his long experience, he Is familiar
With every detail of the service and knows
the location of every gun on' theAtlantlc'
coast.

Proposals for furnishing the government
with nearly 6,000 projectiles for sea. coast
cannon wero opened at the ordnance bu-

reau of the war department to-d-
ay. This

probably is the largest amount of material
of this kind for which advertisements were
issued at any one time in the history of
tha government.

There was a tremendous rush ofvtsltJ
on at the war department y, and the,
officials were subjected) to'.e''uolifcerrunt--
ea Ore of questions regarding the assign-
ment of troops, importunities-fo- r desirable,
berths In the quartermaster's, eoMjntesary,,
and paymaster's departments, endefforts
by friends of those persons who1 have al
ready been nominated Sor assignments to
the staffs' of the numerous majors snd'brigadier generals.

The announcement of the staff officers
of the generals already assigned is i ex-

pected in a very few days. The command-
ing generals of the seven corps already
have been about agreed, upon, but their
announcement Is withheld because of ths
lack of definite organization of the army.

Meanwhile, the recruiting for both
branches of the army Is proceeding rapid-
ly. In the regular branch, the recruit-
ing is going ahead very satisfactorily to
the officials and many good men are being
obtained. The qualifications are very
strict, which makes progress slower In
that branch than In the volunteers. Over
60,000 of the latter have now been mus-
tered In, nearly one-ha- lf of the number
called for by the president. In addition.
1,847 officers have been mustered.

Some of the state organizations, which,
yesterday, it was determined should pro-

ceed to Chickamauga, may not reach there
after all. Although it was understood here
that all those ordered to Chickamauga
were ready to go, information has come
that, in some Instances, this is not ths
case, notably with Rhode Island and
Maine. Much depends upon the outcome
of the next few days. The possibility now
is that some of the troops may be sent to
coast points, it there appears to be any

an.A. nf th. annaiamrA nf Sn.nlth vn
tmtAsels - the vicinity of those places. JWtrfl

however, the probability Is they will be
sent there for final equipment and brigade
and dhlslon organization.

It was stated atthe war department to-

day that only two of the three Minnesota
regiments will go to Chickamauga, In-

stead of all of them, as announced yester-
day.'' One regiment is to go to San Fran-Cis- co

and thence to the Philippines.
Captain Richard E. Thompson has been

relieved from duty on General Wade's
staff and ordered to report to General
Merritt, who is to command the force to
the Philippines.

Adjutant General Corbln to-da-y tele-
graphed authority to the governor of Ne-

vada to raise an independent troop of
cavalry in that state for service in tha
war against Spain, to be known as the
First Nevada volunteer cavalry. It will
consist of eighty picked, mounted marks-
men and the governor was authorised to
commission the necessary officers.

CHICKAMAUGA NATIONAL PARK,
GA., May 14. The last of the regular army
lately mobilized at this point, the First and
Tenth cavalry, left to-d- for Tampa. Off-
icial notice was received by General Brooke
to-da- y .from the war department that thlr-ty-s- en

regiments of volunteers, eight
troops rof cavalry and eight light batteries
ot artillery, have been ordered from their
points ot rendezvous in fourteen states as
follows: Infanty Wisconsin, two regi-
ments; Michigan, one; Minnesota, two; In-
diana, four; Illinois, two; Maine, two; Mas-
sachusetts, one; New Hampshire, one; New

York, two; Ohio, four; Pennsylvania, seven;
Rhode Island, one; Vermont, one.

Artillery Indiana, two batteries; Mis-
souri, one; Ohio, one. "

Cavalry Ohio, eight troops.

TIME FORlJNVASION NEAR.

Developments at Tampa Indicate That
the Movement la About to

Begin.
TAMPA. FLK.. May A. L..

Wagner representing the army on the ad-

visory board of the war department, and
a member of General Miles' staff, arrived
In Tampa y and reported at once to
General Wade. He refused to talk on the
object of his visit here. The presence of
a member of the advisory board in Tampa
at this time, however, brought about a
feeling that time for the 'Invasion by the'
United States forces is now very near.
Added significance was given Colonel Wag- -.

tier's sudden visit to Tampa by the arrival
on the steamer Mascotte y, of Lieu-
tenant A. S. Rowan, who accompanied Cap-

tain Dorst on the Leyden expedition from
Key West to Cuba. Lieutenant Rowan
brought with him dispatches from the in- -'

surgent leader, General Garcia, involving.
It Is believed, a complete plan for the co-

operation of that part of the Cuban army
with the forces of the United States.

Lieutenant Rowan was brought to Tam-
pa from Port Tampa on a special train,
and was immediately shown to Colonel
Wagner's apartments in the Tampa Bay
hotel. Lieutenant Rowan said he had no
trouble In landing in Cuba. Genetal
Garcia's headquarters are at present at
Bayamo, one of the most important cities
of Santiago de Cuba, from which place
the Spanish troops were recently driven.
Here a large quantity of much needed sup-
plies was captured. With the exception of
perhaps half a dozen seaports, the in-

surgents are now in complete possession
of. the eastern portion of the island.

Lieutenant Rowan says the dreaded
rainy season is commencing. It is already
raining In the mountains.

Additional details of Lieutenant Rowan's
visit to General Garcia were given by
Lieutenant Colonel Carlos Hernandez, aide
to General Enrique Callaso, both of whom
accompanied the intrepid American officer
from the Interior of Cuba to the seaports,
'and who shared with him the dangers of a
four days' journey In an open boat from
the coast Jo Nassau, Jamaica.
""Lieutenant Rowan has seen more of the

island of Cuba In a shorter time and en-
dured more hardships than any other
American," said Colonel Hernandez. "From
where Lieutenant Rowan Isnded, on April
29 last, near Porto Portmo, on the south
coast of Santiago de Cuba, to where he left
on the north coast, is across the widestpart of the island. With a guard of only
four men he pushed through part of the
way on. foot, snd through one of the wild-
est parts of the island.

"With hardly a stop for rest, he reachedBayamo on May 1, where he met General
Garcia. Five hours afterward we started
for the north .coast. Lieutenant Rowan

,d!4 ot stop for an Instant until his mis
sion was accomplished, -- exhausted though
he yraa. For four days and nlsht w haniiv
left our saddles. It Is a ride-- I do not think
Lieutenant Rowan will ever forget. But.
like the soldier that he Is, he did not com-
plain. When we Anally reached the coast
near Fort Matanlns, on May 5, the' only
boat procurable was a little dory, hardly
more than sixteen feet long, yet our orderspermitted no delay, and six of us embarked
on this little eockel shell. We were pickedup by a, sponger and reached Nassau early
on May V
A party of tour American college gradu-

ates who have been with General Garcia'ssrmy as officers of artillery for the past
two years and over, were also Dassennton the Mascotte. They were Major Arthurj: Joyce, xale, is; Captain Osman La-tro-

Jr.. Pennsylvania, 1895; Lieutenant
James Dennis, St. Johns college, Annapo-
lis, J893, and Captain Stuart Janny,-Joh-ns

Hopkins, 1865. Latrobe and Janny. were
companions of Major Osgood, the Uifiver-sltys- of

Pennsylvania fullback, who lost
his life near Gulmarao. and of Charipn
Huntingdon, a young Canadian, but who
bad lived for some time in Colorado, who
was killed near Las Villa, All four have
resigned their positions with Garcia's army
and win go to Washington to offer their
services as guides. They report the death
of Joseph Chaplain, one of the Americans
on the Islsnd. He was killed while with
General, Carillo.

TO SERVE ON LEE'S STAFF.

President McKlnley "Will Appoint
Lee's Sob and General Grant's

Grandaoa.
"WASHINGTON, May A
sou of Major General Fitzhugh Lee, and
.Algernon Sartorls. grandson of General
U. S. Grant, will be appointed on the ctaft
of General Fitzhugh Lee. Whife it has

..been reported from time to time that
tHese appointments would be msde, It was
not until to-d- that positive informa-
tion confirmatory of the rumor was ob-

tained. If has been known that General
Lee was desirous of having these young
men on his personal staff, and that the
president was anxious to comply wth his
wishes, but bow to do it has been the
perplexing question. The officers of a
major general's staff must be chosen from
the army, and both of these young men
are mere civilians. Where there's a will
there's a way, however, and the presi-
dent to-d- soHed the matter of bow to
make provision for them. It is intended
by the president to reserve the naming
of two, or perhaps three, lieutenants of
the regiments of lmmunes created under
the supplements! law, the president under
this law having authority to appoint all
the officers of the immune regiment. The
officers thus commissioned will then be
transferred to the staffs of the major gen-
erals, though they will belong to the Im-

mune regiments in name. All the major
generals from civilian life are to be pro-
vided with personal staffs in this man-
ner, the intention of the president being,
it Is said, to appoint young Lee and Al-
gernon Sartorls to Hood's Louisiana regi-
ment of lmmunes. This regiment was
on3 ot the flret organised, and was to-d-

called out for ,crvlce 'the secl.eta,

CRUISER STPAUL SAILS.
Delayed Her Departure From Hamp-

ton Roads Until Last Night New
Orleans Still There.

NEWPORT NEWS. VA., May
to the dense fog that hung over Hampton
Roads this morning, and other reasons that
were not made public by Captain Bigs-be- e,

the auxiliary cruiser St. Paul did not
weigh anchor before daybreak to Join the
flying squadron which left Hampton Iloads
yesterday afternoon under sealed orders.
The St. Paul took on the greater part-o- f

her ammunition here, which came by ex-
press. Included In the supply were twelve
carloads of smokeless powder, but only one
carload was transferred to the ship up to
last merit. Bomeume alter daybreak this
morning the St. Paul steamed down to Old
Point Comfort, where the cruiser New Or-
leans was lying, but returned to her an-
chorage at 8 o'clock and remained until
3:15 in the afternoon, when she again moed
down to Old Point.

While here the St. Paul finished taking
on the supply ot smokeless powder. It was
5 o'clock when the big warship pulled up
her anchor at Old Folnt'and started on a
bee line for the Virginia capes, going. It is
supposed, to join Commodore Schley. The
New Orleans Is still at Old Point and It
is thought she will remain to protect the
gateway to the Chesapeake bay until the
monitor Canonlcus. which has been ordered
to Fortress Monroe, arrives.

Wedding Invitations engraved In correct
form. Send or samples. Jaccard's. 1034
Main street.

FRANCE FRIENDLY

STRIKING PROOF OF IT IX THE CASE
OF THE HARVARD.

SAVED FROM SPANISH FLEET

PERMITTED TO REMAIN AT MARTIN-

IQUE SEVEN DAYS.

Spain Entered Stronac 'Projtest. but
France Refused to Modify Her

RnlinK Xo Ground for Sus-

picion That Spain la
Being; Favored.

WASHINGTON, May 14. Official Infor-

mation reached here y that the Span-

ish government had Died a protest ot the
foreign office in Paris against the permis-

sion glen by the French authorities at
Martinique to the United States auxiliary
cruiser Harvard to remain In the harbor
of St. Pierre, Martinique, for .even days
to make nece&sary repairs. The French
government has token speedy action on
the protest and insists that the United
States cruiser, being disabled, has a full
right to remain seven days, or such time
as may be necessary to complete her re-

pairs, and that. In the meantime, no steps
will be token to have her leave the French
port.

The Spanish protest is an important de-

velopment in the present critical naval sit-

uation in the West Indies, as it serves to
permit France to give a conspicuous-evidenc- e

of her friendly attitude toward the
United States and to offset the Insinuations
which have been made as to French favor-
itism to Spain. It also makes clear, for
the first time, the plans of the Spanish ad-

miral to have the Harvard forced out of
the harbor at Martinique, and then to cap-
ture her by his swift cruh era and destroy-
ers. It is Impossible for the Spanish war-
ships to attack her while she is inside the
harbor. The most the Spanish admiral
could do was to wait outside the harbor in
hopes of taking the Harvard as she leaves.
It Is evident from the filing of Spain's pro-

test that she had fully expected the Har-
vard to leave St. Pierre and that the Span-
ish ships ii ere lying in wait for her. But
a wait of seven days would be futile, as
other American ships could go to the relief
of the Harvard before, that time.

Moreover, while the capture ot the Har-
vard would be a valuable Incident to the
movement of the Spanish squadron. It is
obvious that it could not shape its entire
movements for the next seven days in or-

der to effect this one capture. Had the
French authorities decided, in view of the
protest, that the Harvard must leave at
once, her position would hove been ex-
tremely critical, as her batteries are insig-
nificant compared with those of the big
Spanish warships, and her fleetness would
not all when the Spanish ships com-
manded the harbor entrance and had
thirty knot vessels among their number.

As it is, the navy department is relieved
of all serious apprehension on the Harvard,
as the action of the French government in
sures her safety

By a strange coincident the French own-
ership of Martinique is bringing protests
from both quarters, the United States as
well as Spain, although those from this
country are entirely unofficial, and are ex-
pressly discountenanced by the state de-
partment, They relate to the regulations
governing the use of the French cable sys
tem between the United States and the
West Indies, Intimations being made that
these served to assist he Spanish author
ities and to embarrass the officials at
Washington. There appears to be no ground
for this suspicion, as it Is pointed out that
the French cable company would be work-
ing against its own interests by such a
course of action; and, moreover, would
subject itself to the danger of havine its
cable cut at Coney island, where it makes
the landing.

It developed to-d- that General Greely,
chief of the signal service, had laid down
a strict course of action for the cable
company, to which the company fully ac-
ceded. On Thursday, General Greely no-
tified the company that the government
was reliably advised that Snaln was
secretly using the French line to send
messages from two , Spanish officials In
London to the Spanish authorities at Cuba
and Porto Rica He said this, doubtless,
was without the knowledge ot the com-
pany. He then laid down certain classes
of forbidden messages. These Included
messages between Spanish officials, code
or cipher messages, and messages Inimi-
cal to the United States in its war against
Spain. Exceptions were made to messages
signed by the president and members of
the cabinet and also to messages from neu-
tral governments and their repreesntatlves
in Washington. General Greely stated
that he had no desire to exercise military
control or supervision over the French
cable lines, and, as long as the necessities
of war permit, preferred that the com-
pany should look after its own affairs.
While granting this permission, however.
General Greely said it was with the dis-
tinct proviso that the company would or-
der all its agents and employes to refuse
to receive any of the messages he had for-
bidden to be sent. Mr. Lurlennek, the
agent of the company, gave General
Greely written assurance that all the
foregoing conditions would be fully ob-
served, so that the United States author-
ities are now fully safeguarded against
the use of the cable for purposes inimical
to the government.

The state and navy departments strongly
deprecate as mischievous and dangerous
the efforts to create the impression that
France is not acting up to the rule in the
observance of strict neutrality between the
United States and Spain. They say that,
even were there some slight foundation for
the statements, the time is very inoppor-
tune for newspaper attacks that might
een involve France in the present hostili-
ties. As a matter of fact, they say there is
no evidence of any disposition on the part
ot the French colonial officials in the West
Indies to discriminate agairlst the United
States and favor Spain. If there has been
any delay in the transmission of cablegrams
from Martinique to the United States, or In
the reverse direction, our government is not
in possession of any evidence tending in the
slightest degree to show that obstacles were
purposely interposed,

As far as the matter of coaling is con-
cerned, there is also an entire absence, as
yet, at least, of any evidence that the
Spanish fleet was accorded any undue ad-
vantage in this respect. If they took coal
at Martinique, and even this Is not cer-
tainly known, much would depend upon ths
quantity allowed. The practice Is to give
a ship In, such circumstances Just enough
to carry it to the nearest home port, which
might be Porto Rico or Cuba. If the
Spaniards replenished their coal bunkers
from colliers lying in the port, another
interesting question would be raised.

In fact, the application of neutrality, laws
to such case as are now presented by the
frequent movements of both American and
Spanish warships is very much bAiouded.
A distinguished official, one of 'the leading
lights in the construction ot International
law, pointed to the fact that there were
few precedents of value to guide a neutral
government just now, and the probabilities
are that, by the time the present war Is at
an end. the United States, just as it did
in the war of the rebellion, will make a
good many precedents and a good deal of
International law for the guidance of the
family of nations hereafter.

1 The state department satisfied itself as

far as was possible to do so before mak-
ing the statement yesterday that no
French artillerymen had been landed by
the Lafayette at Havana. They are now
Inclined to think after looking at the mat-
ter carefully that the whole basis tor this
absurd story grew out of a remark by
some naval officers that the superior gun
tire of the Spanish at Cardenas made it
very evident, in view of their wretched
shooting before that, that some Frenchmen
must have come over to help them out.

STRENGTH OFSIATIC FLEETS.

Warships That Will Be Available in
Case of a Clash Over the

Philippines.
WASHINGTON, May 14. In view of rts

that German, French and British
ships arc centering at the Philippine isl-
ands, much interest has been excited in
navy circles as to the strength of the sev-

eral fleets of these powers. There is little
or no apprehension in official quarters here
that the gathering of foreign warships
Is meant as a menace to American inter-tes- ts

In the Philippines. At the same time,
the strength of the foreign forces in Aslatta
waters is an interesting theme of conject-
ure. From reliable sources the status of
the Asiatic squadron Is as follows:

Germany's fleet in Asiatic waters con-
sists of eight first-cla- ss modern vessels.
Admiral Hoffman Is the commander-in-chie- f,

with the battleship Kaiser as his
flagship. Second In command is VIceAd-mlr- sl

Prince Henry, a brother of the em-
peror of Germany, whose flagship is the
battleship Deutschland. The eight ships of
the German squadron are as follows:

Battleship Deutschland, 7,317 tons, speed
115 knots, armament eight 10.2-in- guns,
seven 5 guns, nine guns;
battleship Kaiser, 7,531 tons, speed 14 6
knots, armament eight 10.2-In- guns, seven
5.3-ln- guns, six guns; cruiser Irene,
4,400 tons, speed 19 knots, armament four
5 guns, eight guns, six 19-in- ch

guns; cruiser Prinsess Wilhelm, 4,400
tons, speed 19 knots, armament four 5.9-in-ch

guns, eight 4 guns, six 1.9-in-

guns; cruiser Geflon, 4,027 tons, speed 20

knots, armament, eight 5.9-in- guns, ten
guns, six 1.9-in- guns; cruiser

Arcona, 2.S73 tons, speed 14 knots, arma-
ment four 10 guns, four
guns, six 1.9-in- guns; cruiser Coromoran,
1,640 tons, speed IS knots, armament eight

guns.
All ot the guns of the German ships are

quick-firin- g. f
The British squadron in Asiatic waters

Is greater In guns and tonnage than that
of Germany, France and Russia combined.
It Includes thirty-on- e modern fighting
ships, ranging from the monster battle-
ship Victorious, of 14,900 tons, to the swift
little gunboats Plover and Firebrand. The
British squadron is under Admiral Sir F.
H. Seymour, commander-in-chie- f, with his
flag on the battleship Centurion. Rear Ad-

miral C. C. P. Fitzgerald is second in
command, with his flag on the cruiser
Grafton. The squadron Is made up ot the
following formidable ships:

Battleship Victorious, 14,900 tons, speed 17.5

knots, armament four guns, twelve
guns, and twenty smaller guns; bat-

tleships Centurion and Barfleur, each 10,500

tons, speed 18 5 knots, armament four ch

guns, ten 4.7-ln- guns, ten smaller
quick fire guns. Three armored cruisers,
Immortallte, Narcissus and Undaunted,
each 5,600 tons, speed 18 knots, armament,
two 9Jflnch guns, ten guns, six

and ten Unarmored
cruiser Powerful, 14,200 tons, speed twenty
knots, armament, two 9.2-ln- guns, twelve

guns and thirty smaller quick fire
guns; unarmored cruisers Grafton and
Edgar, each 7,350 tons, speed twenty-tw- o

knots, armament, two guns, ten
guns and seventeen smaller quick

firing guns; unarmored cruisers Iphlgenia,
Rainbow and Pique, each 3,600 tons, speed
nineteen knots, armament, two
six 4.7-ln- guns, eight and one

unarmored cruiser. Archer,
1,770 tons, speed 16.5 "knots, armament,
six guns, and" eight
four sloops. Alacrity! 'Algerian, Phoenix
and Daphne, 1,700 tons each, speed 14 to 17
knots, armament ten six

four and eight
guns; four destroyers, Handy, Htrt,

Fame and Whiting, 260 tons each, 27.3

knots each, armament one five
also, the gunboats Linnet,

Peacock, Ringdove, Pigmy, Plover, Swift,
Rattler, Red Pole, Esk and Firebrand,

The Russian fleet consists of twenty-tw- o

ishlps, with Admiral Reunoff as command.
jluc ueek ja uhuib up ui.ins

following: Three battleships, the Naverin,
9,476 tons; the SIssol Vellky. 8,080 tons, and
he Nicoall I., 8,840 tons, each carrying four

guns and other smaller guns; six
armored cruisers, viz.: Ruric, 10,923 tons;
Rossia, 12,130 tons: Paroyat Azova, 6,000
tons; Dlmitri Donskoi, 6,800 tons; Admiral
Nachimoff, 7,700 tons; Valdlmer Monamazhe,
5,700 tons; cruiser Amlral Kornl-lof- f,

5,000 tons; sloops Kreysser,
1,500 tons, and Zalacla 1,200 tons;
armored gunboats Otvajny and Gremlast-ch-y,

1,500 tons each. Also gunboats Kor-iet- s,

Maudschur, Slvoutch, Vssdnik and
Haikamek, and volunteer cruisers Sara-tof- f,

Tambotf and one other.
The French fleet is made up of eleven

ships, with Rear Admiral GIgauIt de la
BedolUere as commander-in-chie- f, with his
flag on the d'Entecasteou. The fleet is
made up ot the following vessels:

Cruiser Bayard, 6,000 tons, speed 14 knots;
cruiser Brul, 1,700 tons, speed 18 knots;
cruiser Vaubau, 6,200 tons, speed 14 knots;
cruiser d'Entrecasteau, 8,100 tons, speed 19
knots; cruiser Jean Bart, 4,100 tons, speed
19 knots; cruiser Pascal, 4,000 tons, speed
20 knots; cruiser Descartes, 3,900 tons, speed
20 knots; cruiser Duguay Truoln, 3,500 tons,
speed 15 knots; cruiser Eclalreur, 1,700
tons, speed 15 knots; also the gunboats Sur-
prise and Comet.

NEWSPAPERJWEN IN PERIL
Warship Sent to Cuba to Rescue Two

Who Were Arrested as
Spies.

KEY WEST, FLA.. May ll.-- The United
States warship Uncas, Captain Brainard,
left here soon after midnight last night
for Cuba to rescue two Americans cap-
tured by the Spanish on Friday. Corre-
spondent Knight, of the London Times,
is aboard the Uncas, and the plan is to
send him ashore, under a flag of truce,
to negotiate for the surrender of the
prisoners in exchange for two Spanish
captives taken on one of the prizes. The
Americans were carried over by a dis-
patch boat on Friday and were sent ashore
in a small boat, effecting a landing near
Mariel.

As the small boat approached the land
there was no sign of life ashore, and It was
thought that the men were safe. Dispatches
received to-d- told of the capture of the
men by Spanish soldiers almost immediate-
ly after their landing, and ot their impris-
onment in Fort Cabanas as spies. Negotia-
tions with Washington ,were promptly be-
gun, and orders dispatching the Uncas on
her mission ot rescue came last night from
Secretary Long to Commodore Reraey. The
men who were captured were in the employ
of a New York newspaper.

Threatens to Cut the Cable.
LONDON, May 14. Special dispatches

from Washington say that the United
States government threatens to cut the
cable unless France explains within forty-eig- ht

hours why the dispatch from United
States Consul Darle at Martinique was de-
layed.

State Normal Commencement.
WARRENSBURG, May 14. (Special.)

The commencement exercises of the state
normal school will conform to the following
programme:

Tuesday, Utj II, I p. sl Annul sddrtn, W. A.
Qurle, Xuui City, Ho.

Suadsr, June 5, 10 so t. m. Annual Mrmoa, Bar.
Mr. B F. CriMman, Warrenaburs, Mo.

Monday, June C, S p. m. Memorial eerrlca la hmef
ot Profeaaor J. J. Campbell.

Wednesday, June 8, s a. m. GradusUng azarcJsM
of two rean clan.

Wedneadaj, June I, 1 to 4 p. SL 8tUtsta re-
caption.

Thursday, June 9, S a. exercises el
tour yean' class. ,

KEY WEST CENSOR

EVERY CABLE DISPATCH HAS TO
PASS UNDER His' BYE.

NOT EASY TO DECEIVE HIM

CORRESPONDENTS' SCHEMES TO
OUTWIT HIM USUALLY FAIL.

'All Fleets Look Alike" to Him No

Information as to Army or Navy
Motemcats Can Be Seat-H- ot

Raeea With
Dispatches.

KEY WEST, FLA., May
1838, by the Associated Press.) The cable
office in .Key West, since the world became
interested In war talk, has been the most
Interesting spot on the island. The most
interesting, the most Important man by all
odds here is the censor. One naturally
comes to associate the two together.

The cable office is a small brick building
two stories high, with a large cocoanut
palm growing on either side. The palms
spread their great branches above the
building and form a perfect arch over the
red tiled roof. Great clusters of cocoanuts
aro suspended from the green arch, and all
day swing and rustle In the swarthy leaves
whenever the lazy South wind comes up
from the harbor.

It Is only a few yards from the door of
the cable office to the government dock.
In fact, it is only a few yards from any
point on the Island to the water, and when
the tide Is at the highest point the sea
setback through most ot the streets leaves
salt along the gutters.

Through the narrow streets which lead
from the cable office to the wharf some
very Interesting and exciting races have
taken place during the past few weeks.
When the newspaper dispatch boats come
in from the Gulf, they always land as
near to the cable office as possible, and
when correspondents land at the same time
the race for the cable office Is more In-

teresting than any steeplechase ever run.
Borne of them, after & long cruise, go stag-
gering on their sea legs ltks drunken men.
Others are weak from seasickness, and
still others are limping from bruises re-
ceived from being pitched about in the
rough sea. But sickness and bruises are
forgotten when land is reached, and every
effort put forth to be the first to "die
copy."

If it be late at night, five seconds gained
in the race from the dock to the cable of-

fice may mean an exclusive story for one
of the great dallies In the North. Cable
transmission Is necessarily slower than
sending by overland wires, and the
correspondent who flies 3,000 words at mid-
night Is pretty sure that no other paper
will be able to get anything for Its morn-
ing edition from Key West that night.

But, after the copy has been filed, the
correspondent's trouble is not at an end.
Every word of It must be read and passed
upon by the censor. No matter how much,
time, hardship or expense It has required
to get the story, If, In the judgment of th
censor, It ought not to be printed, It cannot
be sent.

ir it gives any Information as to the
movements of the fleet or the srmy, it
cannot go. There are something like 150
newspaper correspondents in Key West,
and, while most of them appreciate the
wisdom of the government , censorship of
news matter, some of them have grown
Impatient in their eagerness to tell the In-

teresting stories that are to be told, and
hae tried all manner of ingenious schemes
for getting matter past the censor. Usu-
ally, however, all plans have been detect-
ed by the censor and the apparently In-

nocent or stupid dispatch has been re-

turned to the writer with "no" written in
red Ink across It.

The most trying period for the corre-
spondents was on the day the fleet started
on its cruise eastward. Every correspond-
ent in Key West knew that the great bat-
tleships were steaming away, from Ha-
vana in quest ot ths big 8pantsh game.
Every newspaper man was eager to send
the story, but not a line, not a word,
would the censor permit to pass.

From a hundred papers came the query,
"Has the fleet started?" Even the answer
"yes" to this Inquiry was not permitted
to go. Some ot the correspondents had ar-
ranged a cipher code with the home offices,
but the code was useless. Everything that
had the appearance ot a cipher everything
that was not absolutely plain and explai-
nablewas stopped. One correspondent
worked out a plan which he thought would
give the desired information to bis paper,
but he failed. Early in the morning he
filed a dispatch, the first line reading as
follows:

"The newspaper fleet sailed this morning
toward Porto Rico."

An hour later he went to file a personal
message to his editor reading:

"Correction; omit second word In last
dispatch;"

When he handed the last dispatch the
censor met him at the receiving desk, and,
with a kindly smile, handed back the first
dispatch with these words written across
It:

"All fleets look alike to me."
The censor has had some very amusing

experiences with others than the news-
paper men. Repeatedly he has been se-
verely rebuked for holding up private mes-
sages which he believed to be cipher dis-
patches tor newspapers. The proprietor ot
a gambling room cabled north the other
day for a new roulette wheel. He gave full
description of the board he wanted and
requested an immediate answer.

After waiting twenty-fou- r hours with-
out receiving any reply, he went to the
cable office to see If his message had been
sent. He found that the censor had held
it up, believing it to be a cipher message
to a newspaper. The censor apologized
and let the message go through. Answer
came' back within a few hours snd the
proprietor had a bright new roulette table
within the week.

The censor, however, Is greatly liked by
the newspaper men and spends "most of
his time in chatting with them on the
great porch of the Key West hotel. He Is
an officer of the regular army and simply
discharges faithfully and well the duties
assigned him from Washington. Such of
the correspondents as have attempted to
send nothing but verified and undisguised
facts have fared best at his hands.

RUSSIA'SJOSITION.
Russian Naval Officer Thinks She Will

Not Object to the Philippines
Becoming American.

MONTREAL, May 14. Commander War-nec- k,

of the Russian navy, sailed this
morning for Qiverpool en route from Fort
Arthur to St. ' Petersburg. He expressed
the opinion that Russia will not look upon
the possession of the Philippines by the
United States with disfavor. Referring to
the war between the United States and
Spain, he said:

"Spain is in a bad way just now. and I
do not see exactly how she Is going to
Improve matters. Unless she can manage
to obtain coal for ships. I cannot see how
she is going to meet the American fleet
sucesBfully."

"You think, then, that the gpaeUrd
would be beaten?"

"They are sure to be; the Americas fleet
is so much stronger.''

Dr. G. W. Patterson has been appointed
vvuasuu caawiuiio; surgeon at sung:
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Dewey Hams and
Breakfast Bacon.

The cure the same as the celebrated Harrison Brand.
The MAINE change in name only.
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1
A

tfet

KKLD G30BBKla
NO LIFTING OF CARRIAGE. STRONGEST MANIFOLDER.
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THE WILLIAMS TYPEWRITER CO.,

N. W. Cob. 9th and Wall Streets,
WE EXCHANGE FOR ANT MAKE. KANSAS CITY, Ha

Window Glass!
Putty!

BIG STOCK.
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TYPEWRITER

SIZES.

Kepairs for Hail Storm Damages
At Lowest Prices

Hughes Paint & Glass Co.
1204 Walnut Street
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