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ward without the slightest sign of cessa- -

Uoa' .y--
To-da- y bid's were opened for supplying

1,500,000 cartridges; two more transports
were purchased ,tnd arrangements wero
made to use'four of the large Spanish

. steamers captured as prises for the trans-
portations of troops to Cuba and Porto
Rico.

: Naval Constructor Hobson. whose name
is or. every lip in Washington" "Is

well known at tHe.iavy department, as he
served in Hie bureau 4of construction for

.. several years. y .
- His associates .Regarded- binv

'

ing great ability as a student with the
eccentricity often accompanying genius. It'

" was remarked by one of the chief officials

of the department ht that Hobson
" was a man who held naval regulations

concerning .matters, ofj.forra in contempt:
Z and was oblivious to official rules.

These dare devil characteristics were oft--
set, however, .byhlsrecognizfd ability Jn
all branches, of naval jscience.i particularly
naval architecture. Although the young- -

esman ln.hls class at,the naval' academy!

h he graduated the. head-o- f the.class..! j
This led" to' tils" being" sent by the govern

4.

vV-

ment for' a course in the. schools joti
"Europe. Here he gained new honors. On
returning to this country he served with
tho department, and also saw sea service,

' antt 'atK)Uia:cir:'-Lsi'.b'5citn- e instructor In
v iuixaLarcliltecturethksAal4cademyai- -

- Annapons."7Whea ftfear'TirotefTou.t he
"" aslted'fjar active' sIc5"a&UieTanje.

UMa- asts orr bis cists' wpMsstRti.iacuiat
they, might jtalrt tW jprjiy tmttff ui
ezperteoc orimrniwiir'idBr.rtniV!ra.'

.. it

k

i

..

naval,

As jaresmtJifc-8JBaiaI- s
e

ILwaa-,th- s prevailing- - expression at the
department f ht "Hobson .was Just
thecharacter. to take the lead-i- n, such, a
hazardous feat as that of sinking tbMer-rimacl'"it"- is

presumed tfiat'Atfmffal Samp-
son chose him from amonsr'rnany.fvolun-teers- r

owing to the fpeC'that Ms' expert
knowledge of naval mstructlon.-woul- d per-

mit him to sink the iferrlmac'in such a
as to 'prove" most-ffecUy- e' Jn block-

ading the channel.
From .naval .sources a, full sketch of Con-

structor Hobson was secured as follows: '

J'.lchmond Pearsom Hob'soa,r'born August
17, 1S70. at Greensboro, Hallcounty, Ala.,
where he also graduated from 'the Southern
university at the head of his class; ap-

pointed to .naval ..academy on competitive
examination" In "Maysia'iltlKugtVtW
youngest man pf the class, graduated at

;lts Irtad la 18S9.-- His Crst cruise; wits 'In'1 the
squadron .of, evolutionon the. flagship, Chi-

cago, with Admiral Waiter, in the
made k"crul?e ,t? J3rai)I

when the" flag of the new Brazilian repub-

lic was recognized. He waBorderedt6"'a
special course UjroadsnandlBg ne.year
at the national school tnlntes nf Paris,'
and two years at the school, of .jnaritlipe
science In Paris. jliv? .

The summer vacation v.--
ch

ship yards. He received diplomas
from the French schoolfor ttnhctfon'rin
naval' construction and design, both of hulls
and of engines. He also.Went some time

.in the'' English ship yards. "Assigned to
duty at the. navy department In 1834, in of-

fice of naval intelligence bureau of con-

struction and .repair. "While on this duty
he' wrote a report on his observations

'prfc"-f-on" 'both" BideorheaterTn'TSs

assistant to the na,va-- , constructor, Later
he Joined Admiral '6unce's',fla5ghlp$ew
York.

As a result of this service he inaugurated
the new smem.-.o-f jrlvtw sea durg .to7
nava constructors. Anjll lhe wa, ai--
signed to duty as constructor for the'leer'
at Key U est. .,

Constructor Hohsah;J'n-'iAirtinpnhfii- i
.r r -

of Governor John MdMrW.pjfthH
" a w (UU?

nol line he is a graqaltywfftti,
TenBAtitnlvA TJrfrtvJsirWKrtWi

oUna. HelsagreatSSlSroaer:?1?,
"Senator "Wiilams. ot Vvta&vHr
. HEROISM AVERTSAtCALAHITY--

Tvro Men at Tampa .Carcj: Baralnls;
Box of AmmoaUloa Vo'tthe-i'- " --V

TAMPA, FLA.,
herolcm LuIe&torke.w&J

v is in cnarge oi me our wojnujoTiic.'on.-xa- -'

... ... H&Pcei&t

prevted:.KhmIght,hai''
- been a calamity. 'TBese.'twVTJienyllfted
. a box of ammunltion'gipn.'myj
.-- terious way caught nrffna,v.necaissioij

the danger, carried It to the river some
. distance. away and' threw it in the river.
I While a force of soldiers was .engaged

earning boxes of' ammunition from the
warehouse' and loading It' into waiting

2 .Ajmy wagons; smoke, w;ast seen issuing
. from a .pile of ammunition. In an instant

the cry of went up, and soldiers .and
negro .roustabouts piled, over each other. In
their scramble for safety. McGee, how-
ever, rusht-- towards the box, pick"e"d-l- t ui

."and was staggering toward the'doofwith
It alone, when Lieutenant Parker, who hjid

' heard the warning cry, v came to his as- -

sistance, and together they carried the
smoking box to the river. It was recov- -

ered'Jater, when the fire wenf ouX'ana was
, found to be "considerably charred).

-- How the fire originated is a mystery. In
1 i the storehouse wcrepiled hundreds'bf boxes

af ammunition, ert'th containing a. thous- -
and cartridges. Had the cartridges in the

4 .burning box exploded a great loss of life
might have resulted', asvthere was, a score

- of soldiers working: in and around' tne
building. "" - ,

ARMOUR'S BIG GIFT. '

Adda fSOO.OOO to, the Endonment of
the Armoar Inatttnte of - "

a

Technology. ,
CHICAGO, June 4; Philip D. Armour has

. added 00,000 to the endowment fund of the
vArmour tasWtute"dt'TechnJl6';ry"-,M- r Ar- -'

znour is the founder of the lustltute,' and
the-- original endowmeh'fbf '11,500,000 was in-

tended to be sufficient. The rapid growth
of the school, however, has rendered nee- -'
essary-thi- s additional urce;of Income.

Independence Vitrified Drlck Plant.
INDEPENDENCE) KAS.. June 4.-- Spei

clalj TJie Independence vitrified1 Brick, factory was started up. to-d- and will be-
gin Monday to turn out brick. It cost Q5,000

; , will .employ, .seventh-fiv- e. men. .and has a
capacity ox juu,wf dficks a. aay. 11 nas sev- -

eral contracts. including brick to nave the
main streets of this citv It Is the finest
equlpped plant in the Vest.

" DKIEP BITS OP SEWS.t

Dr.. J., C. Hunt has been. Appointed a pen-
sion examining surgeon Kas.

The Union party of the Choctaw nation
has nominated Wilson N. Joacs for prin-- ,
dpal chief:

The contract.for.fuel, for the. public build--

to the S. G. Lamping Commission. Fuel:
rnTiTOTv at X240. -

HOW IT WAS DONE

DETAILED ACCOU.1T OF THE SINK-IS- O

OF THE MERRIMAC.

IT WAS" BRILLIANT EXPLOIT

"
ACCOMPLISHED UNDER COMMAND OF

LIEUTENANT IIOBSONV'- -

Seven Men Out of 4,000 Volunteers As.,
BlBrned to he TU, and Attotb'--"

er pi "obeyed , Orders, and
Joined Them Planned,

Lo'n's; Ih'Advanc'e".

PORT ANTONIO, JAMAICA, -- June
In. transmission A. single deed

of magnificent American daring 'has lost
to the "kingdom of Spain the powerful "fleet

.of --Admiral Grverft. Just-befor- e daybreak
y, seven gallant' seaAen took the

collier Merrtmac, under'vthtf blazing Morro
battery, and anchored' and. sunk 'her be-

neath a spltefuL fire, of .musketry and heavy
.cannonading'"- - from "ther- - shore, 'and the
wreckedhulLofJthe sunken- - vcsael'effectu-lli- r

closes the entrance'"'to the -- harbor
wlthfn 'wbiipii. the. Spanish isfluadro'n te hope-
lessly .locked. f T5i!

C.TAU(5JIen3L4 .JlfcI Iw the spy--
leranMni-at-Washingto- n ifrei-to-ac- t' without

fnrttjer""fea)f of, tfieBpSMlaVd's fleet, was
planned ' by 'Lieutenant' BicljrooiidB. JHob- -.

son. who commanded- - the'eXDedition.- - He. is
,a' naVal constructoK Attached tor'tJie An
napolis, and his home, is ln.Srooklyn. With
him went Daniel Montague;- - George Char-e"tte,- J.

E. Mrpny7;pscarDeignn,,John"P.
Phillips' and John Kelleyall

jor enlisted' men. . A:, . .

"A steam' launch" frpmjth.e.. flagship Ne'jf
Tork, commanded by Cadet'j'j-Wi-'Powel- l,

followed the Merrlmac'thjpuh of the
harbor, and, despite the fire from the forts,
cruised in the vicinity for an hoiir and a
half , after, the collier was sunk, but so sign
of the brave Americans was seen, 'and Ca-

det Powell was finally compelled, to. rejoin
the flagship, - r --. j

The plan to block "the entrance-'t- 'Sa'n-tia-

has been under consideration) for
several days, as Bear Admiral Sampson had
'decided, thai It was.impossible to:tako 'his
fleet inside. Lieutenant Hobson had ex-

pected 'to do" the work Wednesday; night,
but, owing .to the delay in preparing the.
slilp, it' was deferred. -

'Th'e dai1n..offlcec.attemptedUto;XUtt In
after daylight on Thursday, and was' only
'stopped under protest after stern 'olden
to return-- . from the admiral. All ilay yes--

'terday the" preparations proceeded, and' by
nightfall the craft was in readiness. A.
row of torpedoes had been arranged' out-

side the hull, so that Lieutenant, Hdbso'n
could explode-the- from the bridge, of the
vessel'' and thus insure her rapid'', sinking"

' .
At mgntiaii, tne various snips .oij-tn- c

fleet passed the doomed Merrimafe," cheer
ing her. lustily. Hundreds of men. and
scores of officers volunteered for the duty
and Commander Merrill, who has been .tat
captain the Merrimac, ..begged' permis-
sion of Admiral Sampson to go, but Lieu,-- ,

iterant iaia.
- "By 10 o'clock, all" but were.
going on tne1 dangerous errand had been
'taken- - from1. the Merrimac-and- " th6 'col-
lier, took a,position near the New York to
"await th'e. .Approaching hour. It wa an
impressive, .pight.junong the. men ot the
fleet, for few expected that the members
ofthejittle creW would'' see another sun
rise. The. night was cloudy, with fitful
lightning Bashing behind1" the dark llties
ot-th- e hostile shore, now and then show- -

Hng the great cuauuwa of the" battlements.
a;0 Jockfthe black hu, the

Merrlmac-bega- n to drift slowiy toward the
.land,,and.ljt,a half .hour was lost to sight.

Hobson's plan to
fttSftWpast, Morro, swinging crosswise' the

!W3WPte-ni- torpedoes on the port
siae.'ieapoverDoard, 'preceded bt his
SiJSjyjJl: make his escape in a little life
boatwhlchtwas towed astern.-'f-f possible,
anA .',r "5.; to attempt to swim to shore,
AU-t- he men were heavily armed, Teady
y, maye a nerce resistance, to capture.
rfScarcely, had the ship disappeared 'when-

'rPSj.0j Morro's guns jjiroclalmed that
- VTfPrs." alscovercd. Immediately- - tho
uwrueries around the harbor nwncH

3J.?Js9'X,s?,IP went.steadliK-on- ; for this
j.fmornig-- a top of her masts can be seen

."If ?' ter beyond Morro and near the;

.bstreiu .battery. A heavy cannon and.
musketrr-flr- e continued for about half nn
MouC and-gtm- s were fired at intervals,, uzi- -.

til long after daylight. one of the 'Amer
ican shlp'sraaredto lire forbear of striking.
ine iuerriniacs crew.

As daylight came on, the steam launch
could, be seen, cruising-clos- e to the .harbor
entrance. Until 5:30 o'clock the search
was contInuedvand then, under a .shower
of Spanish shells, which flew wide of their.
mark. Cadet Powell"' ste'Smed nway, and'
a half, hourlater boardedthe, New York,
uiiu.iupurnjunojumiraiaampson mat ne
believed,. the'. 'entire crew- -- . 61

.
the Merrimac'

naa Deen lost. iot one or tnem did he
catch sight of.
'onboArd'thb ASSOCIATED PRESS

DISPATCH BOAT
"

DAUNTLESS. OFF
SANTIAGO DE CUBA. . June 4.-- VIA

KINGSTON, JAMAICA. June, .(Copy-
right, 189S, by the Associated Press.) Rear
Admiral Sampson, during Friday morning,,
decided to close the narrow harbor entrance
to Santiago de Cuba by sinking" the collier'
Merrimac. loaded with, coal, inhe, channel.,
He called for. volunteers, to go to almost'
certaln'death, and' 4,000 men offered them-
selves. Lieutenant Hobson and six- - men
were chosen, and at 3 a. tnf Friday morn- -

4ng the Merrimac, under her ownsteam,
entered the channel under a terrlbler Span-

ish fire. Tlie vessel .was riddled 'with' pro-

jectiles, but .she anchored and .swung
.around. Lieutenant "Hobson -- then !pe dft
an internal" torpedo with1 an electric

when, there ; was Jaji .''explosion;.

the Merrimac, sank, and was!
closed' and, apparently, 'Admiral Cecvera'
will be unable to escape.

Hobson 'and the herocr"ew 'of the Mer-

rimac were saved- - In the -- following man
ner: Unable, after the' sinking of their

--vessel, to make their way, back, through
the storm of shot and shell, they rowed'
into the harbor to tho .Spantshflagshlp
and were taken on board unharmed. The
Spanish admiral, under a flag of truce on
Friday, sent word to the American' ad-

miral that, he, 'offered, to .exchange trie"

prisoners, adding that, in the meantime,
'Hobson and his party would be treated
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with the greatest kindness:
Lieutenant Hobson appears to have car-

ried out his plan to the" smallest details,-- ;

except as regards the methods Of, escape.
The rowboat in .which? the crew were to
attempt to escape was, either blown' up or
shot to pieces, for Xileutenant-Hobso- n and
his men drifted 'ashore onan did catamaran
which was slung over theshlp's-sid- at the
last mcineh't as anMExfra.pre'caiUon. Upon
reaching, shore, the men were taken, pris-
oners "and sent td'.'Santlago.;'city under
guard. jLater they were taken Morro
castle,' where they are now. Captain' Oveldo,
Admiral' .eervera'svchlef .of itaff, who
boarded the. :New;-,Tork-

, under1 .a., flag of
truce, did not, give further details of the
capture. The bravery of the 'Americans
evidently excited asr much admiration
among the Spaniards as It' did 'among the
men of the American fleet: The prisoners"
will be perfectly' safe, and .will probably

l treated 'While they remain- In 'Morro
castle.

The fleet is wUd with excitement to
night' over the '"termination J'o'f fee 'most'
oaring expeamon.. since, ine oestrucuon oi
the Confederate Ironclad; Albemarle, by
lieutenant Cusblng.'iH K&V'TVadmlral is
1ust an- - triad-A- s "laekte Can--
tftljl ChadwIck",,o"fthe'flas-shlp- , leWjTori;

most cohservauye, in spealc-lng'of't- he

Incident, 6ald:v '(

'.'.Splendid! Splendid! Too 'much cannot
,bo. said about.lt."- - ''"

The. general opinion Is that no man ever..
deserved pcpgnitiijnjbyfjmgeBa 'riori per-
sonal' bravery more' than does Lieutenant
.Hobson:.-Hi- s work, was well-don- and his
men are safe. When' he -- started on the
expedition few,- - thought he could accom-
plish- Officers of the fleet, when
questioned as to whether Captain Oviedo
could have had any ulterior design in vis
iting the New York'jtmder a' hag of trUce,
scouted, the. suggestion, taying that the
visit' was prompted by pure- - chivalry- - .on
the part of the Spaniards, and was nobfe
of them.- - ,.-- '-.

'J'ClaTusenthe New .York's, coxswain, went
on the Merrimac against orders:--Nothi- ng

could have kept him from that trip into
the jaws' of, death. ....... 'P

It IS probable that the Spaniards will
.try jtoTblow but improb--"
able ttrat-the- will succeed! Speculation' Is
'rtfe.'a'a'td'the.exact details o'f'h'ovr'Lieuten-an- t

Hobson managed to blow 'himself ar.d
shlpup and live1 to tell the 'tale. HlVhero-is'-

has cleared, up .the .situation .well. The
Spaniards are-no- doubly'hemmed In.'

At auarters on'.thl"New"TQrka.last'even-ing- .
Chaplain .Royce, praying" before the

bareheaded' crew on ;deck,-thahke"- d God ttr
haying "preserved Lieutenant Hobson and
the men under him.

Cadet Powell; who"' was the last man "to

see .Lieutenant Hobson before bis start,
and' had charge of the launch during
Its perilous,. trip, after mucn .neeaea sieep.
tnM thitnrv nf his excellence". He said:.

i;Lieiitenant Hobson, tooip a,vAoft sleep

,for' a few hours which was- - often inter-rupt-ed.

A''arter, t? 'o'.clopfc'Tae-'cam-

on deck and made 'final Inspection; giving

his 'last instructions. Then we ha'd a lit-

tle lunch. Hobson was as, cool as a. cu-

cumber. About 2:30- o'clock I .took the
men who were not going on the trip ,into
the launch and started for --the Texas, the

nearesi. snip, ioui uu iu,ji, uHtiw. tucviip
of:the assistant engineers.-'whon- Hobson
'finally compelled to leave,- - ,i.ihbok hands
with Hobson the lastof alt.- - He said:

'Powell watch the. .boat's .cir'ew vvhen

we pull out of harbor, Wo will be
cracks, rowing thirty strokes to the
minute.'

'Af ter leaving the Texas, I saw the, Mer-

rimac- steaming slowly' in. i.It.-wa- s only
fairly dark, then and the shore was .quite
visible. --Wo followed about three-quarte- rs

of a mile '""astern: "'Tho Merrimac stood
about a mile to the,wcsWard' of- the- - har
bor and seemed a bit mixed, turning 'com--'

pietely arouna. many, ncaaing iu a,

cast, she ran down and then turnedt in.
We, were" tnen1" 'chasing hlra, becausQi I
thought" Hobson" had'" lost his bearings.
When Hobson- -

was-abo- ut' 200 yards from
the" harbor"; .the first gun wasflrect 'fr9rn"

'the' eastern bluff..( We were-the- n half "a
mile off- shdf e;' closer tindcr'the "batteries.
The firing Increased rapidly. Wo steamed.
in slowly and lost sight of the Merrimac
'in tjie smoke whicli'the inti carried. off
more.- heavily. BeforWHobson
could have blown up the Merrlmac7 the
western, battery' picked, up and.1 commenced
firing. They shot wild, and we only heard'

r,the,hots,t,We ,ran"uT-,stlll-
, closer; to the

shore, and: the gunners lost signt, us..
Then we heard the explosion of

on the Merrimac". ,"j
"Until daylight we waited Just outside tho

breakers, 'half a "mile to tjiewestwardi of
Morro, keeping a bright lookout for the
boat Or for swimmtrs,-bu- t' saw nothing,

VUobson had arranged' to meet ua at. that
point, .but- thinking that some' one-mig- ht

have drifted out, we crossed in' front of
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'up'the.MeSmac,,

Morro and the mouth of the harbor to the
eastward. About 5 o'clock we crossed the
harbor again within a quarter of a mile
and stood to the westward. In passing we
saw one spar of the Merrimac sticking out
of the water. We hugged the shore. Just
.outside, the breakers for ajille and then
turned toward the, Texas, when the batter-lcgBa.- w

ua and) opened fire. It was then
brood daylight. The first shot fired dropped
eighty .yards astern, but the .other shots
went wild". .

"I drove the launch for all she was worth,
finally making thoNe'York. The men be-

haved splendidly." '
The news" of"Lieutenant Hobson's safety

lifted a great- load from Cadet Powell's
mind. Probably no other details of this
marvelous trip will be known until Lieuten-a- nt

Hobson igets back.
Some, heavy .firing was do'ne shortly be?

fore, midnight by.the-.Nc- Tork and New
Orleans, 'aimed at 'What was thought to be
a small gunboat,'-- " which disappeared.
Whether she'-Wa-s sunk or not is not known.
The firing' took, place to, the. eastward of
JaoXTO. t .bic. . .

WASHINGTON,!!-Jun- 4It is now
known thai the navy department about
ten ,days .ago was considering a J plan
for closing" the. harbor at Santiago very
similar in,general scope to that apparently
put into execution! yesterday. It. was

get two-darg- hulks or scows. and
fill thorn with blgj boulders such as could be
easily obtained in the neighborhood of New
xorK. .iitesej werej-co-u- losneai on euner
side ofiaauguind run unto the harbor, and
at: thOJiproper''!pdlnt!'Were . to.. bi 'scuttled.
Provisions: wtreCta-'ae-mad- e for tbe'safeiy
of the to the tug a tor-
pedo .boat stern foremost: - '

At the Dfober moment the1 crew was to
go' aboard, the torpedo boat, scuttle th
hulks'by anelectrical contrivance, and, cut-
ting loose fromrthe hulks, make a rush'
for liberty and the. open sea. There are
Signs' that 'yesterday's project was a

xf.',Uiist idea.,, Probably the plan
ot taking, la scows.. was rejected because
Sampson, should not waste valuable time
in waiting for 'such craft to be brought
from the United. States.
.jAs to the prospects of the. Merrimac be-
ing removed .by the" Spaniards', as Is re-
ported to be under; .way at Santiago, the
officials at the navy department- - declare
that this is likely to be a difficult, danger-
ous and operation.
. The hulk. could: be blown up by-th- o use
of dynamito'chargesj-whlc- would 'not "be
dlftlcult to Place; In 'the- - shallow" "water
where' the Merrimac Jles,t!for the reports
say the top "of the.'funnel' is above water.
Indicating a "depth of about forty or fifty
feet,, but it-I- believed that the wreck lies
In sight from the" sea, and it' Is not doubted
that Sampson will post some of the heavy
ironclads in such a position as to bo able
to command the site1 with her" heavy guns
and prevent the. Spanish wreckers' from
working. At night ''something might be
accomplished by the- - wreckers, but" even
that work would' be full of1 danger.

preparing; for action.
DUpntc'h' 'Boats Were" Ordered Back

' '"""tne Mkht 'Before the .MerrU
mac Incident.

" ON BOARD THE ASSOCIATED, PRESS
DISPATCH BOAT WANDA'OFF. SANTI
AGO DE CUBA. June 3, via Kingston,
Jamaica, June 4. (Copyright, 1898, by the
Associated, Press.) An hour before sunset'

a dark rain cloud, lying low over
the coast line, forboded the usual tropical
storm, ondthe united, fleet of America lay-

off the mouth of the harbor of .Santiago
flanked by a 'little flotilla of dis-

patch boat's: "Rear" Admiral 'Sampson sig-

naled, the torpedo-boa- Porter to run along-
side .the flagship,. The nature of the ad-

miral's h orders was soon' known, for the
Porter rushed alongside each newspaper
dispatch "vTat in turn and megaphoned:
"The admiral Vlrects you to move ten miles
south and, to take a. station for the night."

This meant- - business of cerlous import
for the fleet before morning, whether a dash
into the harbor or'otherwlse" will Drobablv
"bejknown on. the arrival of the. second As
sociated Press dispatch boat at the nearest
cable station

All Indications are that southeastern Cuba
wllfbe'the scene" of active naval and; mili-
tary .operations for .some time. Here are
assembled the squadrons of great fighting
ships,- - and, looking down upon them from
the adjacent hills, are the watchful bands
of insurgents, forming the out posts ot
General Garcia's army, which is strong
chough, unaided, to strike the. .Spanish land
forces a hard blow, and, if reinforced by the
American army of invasion, to seize and,
hold the entire eastern half of the Isl-

and.
Talk with Garcia' s scouts shows that they

confidently expect American troops soon.
They say this is thebest part of the Island
for the landing and the, acclimatization of
our soldiers. Well drained and healthy
camps can be established on the high table-
lands that lie on the sea front) or on slopes
of the mountains 'at' any desired altitude.
Pure' water Is found in. the springs "and
mountain streams, white the' fertile sur-
rounding country .yields abundant fruits
and vegetables, and everything is favorable
to the good sanitary condition of a well
disciplined army.

The rainy season, the insurgents soy, Is
not a serious drawback where camps can
bo quickly formed on .drained elevations.
The Island already shows the effect of the
beginning of this season. Showers occur
dally, while rain mists are seen on the
"slopes every" morning. The' smokes' and

fires of the burning plantations are being
extinguished, and luxuriant nature Is rap-Id- ly

healing many of the ravages of the
war.

These, tropical storms. at night are won-
derful exhibitions, of electrical pyrotech-
nics. At .times the lightning flashes on the
horizon line look-lik- the regular firing of
guns from, a" distant fort. Again, the en-

tire heavens seem aflame in, vivid glare,
and forked, tongues of fire appear to run
down the mountain slopes. A drenching
rain, falls for an hour"or two, and then the
skies clear and all Is serene, and the calm,
full moon and brilliant constellations of the
tropics appear in all their .glory as the
black clouds roll away onthe horizon. Such
storms are confined almost wholly to the
coast, 6nl- - gong out to sea. occasionally
off a cape or headland to kick up a squall.
The boats sailing along the coasts in clear
skies are witnesses to the beauty and
grandeur .of. the land storms without feel-
ing the slightest; effect of these disturb-
ances, of nature a few miles distant.

Sixteen warships of the United States and
4.000 men1 are drifting here under the shad-
ow of; Cuba's towering mountains.

In the mountain" side is" a small opening,
a. rift that leads, away, twisting and turn-
ing, up to the dry of Santiago, fifteen
miles from the sea. In this narrow har-
bor stream lies the fleet of' Admiral Cer-ver- a.

All day and all night the eyes of
the American sailors are' fixed upon the
.narrow entrance to the harbor as the war-
ships slowly drift up and down, past it.

Perched high on the side of the entrance
to the harbor Is Morro castle, which for
two centuries has' looked down upon all
vessels entering there. On the opposite
side small palms and tropical shrubbery
grow, rank and, green, almost hiding the
Dattery tnar has Deen piacea at that; point.'

Sailing- - along-- ' the shore, four- miles off,
one would scarcely distinguish Morro'
castle. It looks like a thousand other rocky
spurs' that project from the mountain sides
all along. tho Eastern shore of the Island.

This Is the picture of the Santiago block-
ade y.

; The landscape Is one of great beauty.
The mountain scenery Is majestic. Great
peaks, green robed, rise 8,000 feet above the
sea, with sunlit clouds obscuring them and
tben drifting away from their gleaming
summits.

Down in the deep shadowed blue at their
base. are the warships,- silent and grim,
drifting, waiting for the. battle.

At night makes a beautiful,

picture of the mountains and sea.
Imagine the ocean washing the foothills

of .the Rocky mountains, with a tropical
sky'i'above all, and you have a picture of
Santiago de Cuba."

No attempt is made by the fleet to get
Into the harbor. Mines are near the en-
trance, and It would' be BUlcldal for large
ships to enter. So, there Is nothing to do
but sail up and- - down past,- - the harbor
mouth, hoping the. Spanish ships may again
show themselves, or come out for an open
combat.

The 'Spaniards have plainly laid, a trap
for" the "Amertea'h ships. Harbors are
mined; batteries have been planted all'
along it ton either side, and the Spaniards
are well" equipped with' good guns and
Bmokelesi powder. But the Americans will
hot .'fall jhtb the, trap'. One ship may be
sacfiflced.'.but' if.' It 'is. blown, up and sunk.
It will block the harbor and prevent the
Spaniards from' getting 'out.

SPANISH VERSION OF, IT.

Madrid Dlspatcli Treats ot the Sink-In- s;

f the Merrimac aa a
Spanish Success.

XTAnnro'Jund 4. The minister of ma
rine, CaptalnAunon, went to" the palace at
noon to-d- ay and read to the queen regent
an official dispatch on the subject of the
recent fight de Cuba, the text
nf which is as' follows:

"At 3 o'clock 'on Friday morning one of
the enemy's large cruisers ana an
auxiliary crutsw attempted to force
an entrance into the harbor of Santi
ago de Cuba. They surprised the scouts
guarding the entrance, but the artillery ot
e,- iLrnrA' tVuk'flniTiA nf ttif . prulsf r TRelna.

Mercedes, a battery, from the Relna Mer-

cedes which had been-place- in the Socapa
fort, a torpede boat destroyer and a tor-
pedo boat opened fire on the enemy.

"The American cruiser, the Merrimac,
was sunk by our vessels and torpedoes, and
the large American cruiser was repulsed
at the entrance to 'he channel.

"The Relna Mercedes captured one lieu-

tenant and seven sailors of the Merrimac
The fate of the rest, of the. crew Is not
known."

The official dispatch adds that twenty
American ships are sow before Santiago
de Cuba. r

The queen regent. It, is announced here,
has ordered that a message of congratula-
tion be telegraphed 'to' the "defenders of
Santiago de Cuba.'" .

The minister of marine later In the day
said the wreck of the Merrimac would "not
Interfere with the navigation at the en-

trance of the harbor, an he added that the
coal on board the Merrifnatrcan be recov-
ered and used by the Spaniards.

In the chambe4 of deputies y, Senor
Silvela, the Conservative 'leader, congratu-
lated the government upon the "good news
from Santiago de Cuba,", and Senor Sal-iner-

the Republican leader, proposed that
the congratulations of the 'bouse be sent to
the Spanish naval and military leaders in
Cuba." The motion was carried.

Great enthusiasm prevails in this city
over-th- Spanish report of the recent en-
gagement at Santiago. ,.

Premier Sagasta and Captain Aunon, the
minister of marine, upon leaving the pal-
ace after Informing the queen regent of
the affair, told the representatives of the
newspapers 'that the object Ot the Ameri-
cans was! not to force; but ft block, the

-
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entrance to the channel. Admiral Cervera,
they alleged, was aware of the Intentions
of the Americans, and ordered part of his
squadron outside to defend the entrance.

The official dispatch from Santiago also
said that when the Merrimac sunk Admiral
Cervera, who was on board of a Spanish
warship 'near by, entered a small boat and
"personally saved the survivors, who were
swimming in the water."

The people of Madrid consider Santiago
impregnable, 'basing their belief on the fact
that the defenses of that place were con-

structed by the celebrated artillery expert,
Ordonez.

SIGSBEE oTtSI EXPLOIT.

Commander ot the St. Paul Load la
HU Praise of Hobsoa and

Hia Men.
WASHINGTON, June 4. Captain Sigs-b- ee

was at the navy department to-d- ay

conferring with, the officials. As his ship,'
the St. Paul, had Just come from Santiago,
he was In a position to discuss the sink-
ing of the Merrimac with a full knowledge
of all the details of the outer harbor, where
she went down-- The captain's personal
observation had shown him that the har-
bor entrance at Santiago was very nar--i
row, and the channel was even narrower,
being barely wide enough for one. large ship
to" pass' through. It was clear from this
that' any big bulk placed in the channel
would, effectually prevent the egress of
the' 8panlsh fleet and would keep them ef-

fectually bottled up.
The personal hazard to those executing

the move was very great. Captain Slgsbee
said,- as they took .their lives In their
hands, .not' knowing what chance there, was
for .escape., by boat or-- to the shore, or, in
"any even't',sknowing that tne chances were"
ten. to one against escaping alive:

"Constructor Hobson." he said, "carried
out his' orders well. He and' the men with
him performed '.a, work lOf great courage
and bravery. It was one of the pluckiest
achievements In the history of the' service.
It was equal to Cushing--s exploit, and even
more dangerous, for there was terrace
after terrace of batteries to pour shell and
shot' down on the vessel, and there was
no loophole of escape. Hobson and' his men"
performed a heroic act, and their achieve-
ment, coupled with the cutting of the
cable and destroying communication with
Madrid, "will form a day's record that
will be conspicuous In history.

"Hobson is a brave officer, nervy and equal
to such emergencies. The Merrimac proba
bly was within range of the batteries for a
distance of three miles In the course ot the
undertaking, and possibly was under a hot-fir-

from all these guns for twenty minutes:
Hobson: I' remember well, stood first in his
class at the Annapolis academy, and he
has- always shown good judgment and has
an excellent record."

Captain Slgsbee regards the situation at
Santiago now as very satisfactory, as the
Spaniards are cut off from either ingress
or egress, while the "American ships are
free to maneuver outside the harbor and
concentrate their fire on the ships and
forts.

The Merrimac Is one of several colliers
with the American fleets. It is under-
stood that Commodore Schley had one
collier and Admiral Sampson two, so that,
with, the loss of the Merrimac, two col-
liers, with ample 'supplies of coal, remain.
It la hardly supposed that any coal was
left-o- board the Merrimac before she was
sent into the channel, as her hull and, su-
perstructure would be sufficient 'for an
effective blockade without the addition of
any coal.

Makers of diamond Jewelry that "aU
tracts." Jaccard's, 1034 Main st.

Knew "Where Trouble Lurked.
From tho New Orleans

A man who. although well dressed, was
very drunk, was riding uptown In a car
that was well filled with sober. BtaM onrt
eminently respectable passengers.- - He tried
in various ways to attract attention or
a raw somenoay into conversation, nut his
overtures were received In solemn silence,,
and later on, when he became somewhat
aggressive, he had no better luck. Finally
his countenance lighted up. and, with the
air of a man who had at last found what
he had been looking for, he swung his hat
over his head and bellowed out:

"Hurrah for Spain!"
Nobody moved or said a word, and the

Inebriate looked aggrieved.
"Well, why don't somebody come up and.

soak me In the jaw?"
No thl3 query, and the ag-

gressive individual broke out again:
"Well, .are you all dead an' Jest waltla to

be burled?"
Still no reply.
"I see how It Is. Nobody has respect

enough for me to soak mc. no matter now
I deserve It. Never you mind. I'll soon be
home, and then I'll rah for Spain, and my
wife won't do a" thing to mc."

Deer Hunting "With Eagles.
From Forest and Stream.

The berkute or bearcoote, the golden
eagle, is trained and used by the natives of
Tartary and the Klrghis steppes for hunt-In- ir

foxes, wolves, boars and deer. Mr.
Harting quotes this description from At-
kinson: "We had not gone far. when sev-
eral large .deer rushed past a. jutting point
of the rocks and bounded over the plain
about 300 yards from us. In an instant the
bearcoote was unhooded and his shackles
removed, .when he sprang from his perch
and soared into the air. I watched him
ascend as he wheeled round, and was
under the Impression that he had not seen
the animals; but In 'this I was mistaken.
He had now risen to a considerable height
ond seemed to poise himself for a minute.

"After this he gave two or three flaps
with his wings and swooped oft In a
straight line toward hla.prey. I could not
perceive that his wings moved, but he
went at a fearful rate of speed. I gave
my horse his head and a touch of the
whip: in a few minutes he carried me to
the front, and I was riding neck and neck
with one of the keepers. When we were
about 300 yards off the bearcoote struck
his prey. The bearcoote had struck one
talon Into his neck, the other Into his
back, and with his beak was tearing Into
the animal's liver.
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I'M A FAN!
"Never goto the game

neither does my muter; ha
finds his work' too pleasant
In baseball season, while
I'm serving him with cool
"breeze down , his "back, to

do any mora than read the scorn.
I'M. NOT A BASEBALL FAN!

My ideas axe revolutionlring ihs world
and the atmosphere in places too warm
for .comfort. I'm. speedy and deliver a
very mystifying "in" shoot and up and
down shoot. Talk to W. T. 0SIMN, 702
Mawife Street, about me. Tel. No. 829.

A LITTLE SURPRISE FOR HIM.
"

The Kxpe'rieaee of a TMaa the First
Time He Passed the Plate

la Charch.
rtom the" rw Tork San.

"The first tlme-- I ever passed the plate I'
church," said a reminiscent man. "some-
thing very unexpected happened. I got.l-al- f

way up the aisle, and was' getting aloz.g ;
nicely and smoothly as could be, when a
man sitting la the end of- - one ot the paws
that I came to indicated a desire to speak
to me.

"Now you know that was something I
bad never dreamed of. It had always seem-
ed to me that the man passing the plate
walked, straight up the aisle in a solemn
kind of way, while the whole church was
still, never pausing except to hand the plate
In the pew and get it back, and the Idea
that anybody could ever speak to him
had. never occurred to me, and so this man's
Indication, that he wanted to speak, to Jio
came as a great surprise and something
of a shock. But I didn't drop the plbte.
and I had gumption enough to Incline uty
head to him so that he wouldn't bavii to
shout to make me hear, and what he said
.was;

"Can't vnn hove that window over J

ihi' And hn indicated with a llttil
a window high up In the side of the era
where tne wina was oiuwuia u sua
lag a tfraugni. i

"I straightened up and passed, on. jasat
when I bad. finished my part ot the rjaBec-ll-on

and got back to the rear ot the enurcu
I sent the sexton to close that win-lo-

and. as he saw It go up, the man that had
made the request sent a friendly gUnce
down tho aisle to me.

"Later, at one time and another In
course of my experience. I received varies
requests while passing the plate; and-
and then a notice for the minister, tut I
was always ready for them after that- -

Smoklna Oat aa Oitt.
Finn the Portland Orttonlan.

City Treasurer Hacheney is one of th3
men who get up first In the

morning, build fires, and make some coffee
for the refreshment of himself and the oth-
ers as they turn out. Monday evening he
laid the fire in the kitchen stove as usual
before going to bed. Yesterday morning
when he opened the stove door to apply
a match . to the kindling be was startled
by a" vicious snapping and the sight of
some hideous, sooty-looki- goblin, with
huge eyes and ears, which caused him to
jump half way across the kitchen and !m- -

I agme mo aevu or one oi ma imps naa
i taken possession of the stove. On recov--
! ering his equanimity he made an investl- -
gatlon and found that a gray owl had made
Its way down the chimney through the
stovepipe and draught Into the stove. Mr.
Hacheney could hardly believe his senses,
and at first Imagined that some one had

t been playing a belated 'April fool trick on
Him. out ine oiauumoi or ail xne iamuy
and the fact that the owl was liberally
covered with soot and ashes convinced him
that the bird had come down the chim-
ney.

A Hard Combination.
TU tad, it cannot t inltiIn families or In nations.
To find folk lone on family pril

And short pa Urine rations.

A Veteran.
From the Detroit Tre. Press.

He "Tour friend thinks that she would,
make a good soldier."

one ".remaps ane wouia. one s
tomed to face powder, you know."

RtweUSgiliSfes am j6ste-B?i5airQ6(fea- ;.


