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ward without the slightest sign of cessa-
To-day blds were opened for supplying
1.500,000 cartridges; two more transporis
were purchased and arrangements were
made to use four of the large Spanish
steamers captured as prises for the trans-
poristions of troops to Cuba and Porto
Rico.

Naval Constructor Hobson, whose name
is or. every lip In Washington to-night, Is
well known at the navy departmesnt, as he
served in the b’nu ot cﬂ!‘tmquon for
several vears, . : =

His swsoclates teganled hif a.etnmbi.n-
lng great abllity as a student with the
eccentricity often accompanying genius. It
was remarked by one of the chief cfficials
of the department to-night that Hobson
was o man who held naval regulations
concerning matters ofs form in contempt
and was oblivious to officlal rules.

These dare devil characteristics were off-
set, however, by, his recognizgd ablility In

ull branches.of naval sclence,i particularly |

naval a‘.rchnecmrh. Although the young-
est man In his class at the naval ascademy,
he graduated at the head of the class.
This led to his Leélng sent Ly the govern-
ment for a course in the naval schools of
Europe. Here he galned new honors. On
returning to this country he served with
the department, and also saw sea service,
and about A’yadr agd bédame instructor in
naval architecture.at the nagal-academy 2t

HON 1T WAS DONE

DETAILED ACCOUNT OF THE SINK-
ING OF THE MERRIMAC,

IT WAS A BRILLIANT EXPLOIT

ACCOMPLISHED UNDER COMMAND OF
LIEUTENANT HOBSON,-

signed to the Task, and Andth<
er Disobeyed Orders dad
Joined Them—=Fil a
Leng in Advance.

PORT ANTONIO, JAMAICA, J'une 23—
(Deélayed In transmission.) A single deed
of magnificent American daring ‘has lost
to the kingdom of Bpain the powerful fleet
of Admiral Cerveras Just-before daybreak
to-day, seven gallant searhen took the
coliier Merrimac, under the blazing Morro
battery, and anthofed and sunk her be.
neath a gpiteful fire of musketry and heavy

Annapolis.’ mmmwtu

alpmt to-night .thkt Hobson was just
the ch.l:ar:ur to take the lead im sugh &
hazardous feat as that el Mer-
rimac. it'is presumed that’ ﬂ ral Samp-
son chose him from amopg* many ¢ volun-
teers, owing to the “that his expett
knowledge of naval eghstruction-would per-
mit hi= to sink the Merrimsc 1n such a po-
slition as to prové most -effective in block-
ading the channel. :

From npaval sources & full sketch of Con-
structor Hobson was securcd as follows:

Richmond Pearson Hobsom, born August
17, 16W, at Greensboro, Hall county, Ala.,
where he also graduated from the Southern
university at the head of his class; ap-
pointed to paval academy on competitive
examination in May, 95, and altidugh the
youngest man pf the class, graduated at
its hend In 1859 His @rst crulze wns'in the
squadron of evelution om the flagship Chi-
cago, with Admiral 'Wn.liker. tn the Mediter-
ranean. Later he made & crulse to Brasll
when the flag of the new Brazillan repub-
lic was recognized. He was Ordered to a
special course speandipg qne, year
st the national school bf mides at Parls,
and two years at the -cluT!_n( maritige
science in Paris, b

The summer vecation was spent in. the
French ship yards. He recelved diplomas
from the French school “for distinction
naval construction and dealgn, both of hulls
and of engines. e also’spent some time
in’ the English ship yarfla. ‘Asdigned to
duty at the navy departmgnt in 188, In of-
fice of naval intell bureau of con-
struction and repair. While on this duty
he wrote a revort on his observations

.. whross; gl report ol ing. uns
Pafont: whith ‘war disbansda | nival® e’
“ “pertd-on both sides of the water. 1n 1535 |

+ e was on duty at*New Yark GLvy yard ab

ussistant to the naval consiryctor. Later
he jolned Admiral Bunce's' flagship New
York.
As 2 result of this lﬂ'vice tu.- Innugurated
the mew system- of | L
naval constructBrs. SA ltic ﬂ ab- ]
signed 'to duty as vonsifactor for the fledt
at Key West,
Constructor th'm:
of Governor John M
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HEROISM AVERTS A CALARITY

e v— ai

Two Men at 'l'--— Gdrn'. Im

i# in charge Of the cu‘w-m S

| ..Fayette street, near, thg bf Apd shlc .
iz being ured by the smtot a8 ¥

_ bouse, and Thomal %"‘M‘ﬂ‘
the civil war, prevenled. b h&
been a calamity. 'l'hl! 1"!‘ “lifted

a box of ammunition _mome. my# ||

terious way caught Sr&afd, hetdiess of.
the danger, carried It to the river some
distance away and threw it in the river.

While «a foree of soldiers was enguged
carrying ‘boxes of ammunidon ‘from the
warehouke &nd loading it° into walting
Rimy wogons, smoke was seen lssulng
from & pie of ammunition. In an instant
the cry of fire went up, and soldiers and
negro roustabeuts piled over each otherin
thelr scramble for safety. McGee, chow-
ever, rushid towards the box, plek®d it up
and was staggering toward the door with
it alone, when Lieutenagt Parker, who hao
heard the warning cry, came to his as-
sistance, and together they carried the
smoking box to the river. It was fecov-
ered leter, when the fire went ouf, and was
found to be considerahly char:

How the fire originated i= n mystery. In
the storebouse were piled bundreds of boxes
of smmunition, edeh coftaining a thous-
and cartridges, Had the cartridges in the
burning box exploded a great loss of lfe
might have resulted, as there was a Bcore
of soldlers working In and mund the
bullding.

ARMOUR’S BIG GIFT.

Adds $500,000 to. the Endowment of
.the Armour Institute of
Techuology.

CHICAGO, June 4.—Philip D. Armour has
added 500,000 to the endowment fund of the
Armour Insyitute of Techmnlugy. "Mr, Ar-
mour s the founder of the justitute, and
th= original endowment of "§1,800,000 was in-
tended to be suficlient. The rapid growth

of the school, however, has rendered nec-
essary this additional ssurce of income.

Independence Viirified Brick l’l.l‘t.

INDEPENDENCE, KAS,, June 4—{Spe-
clal) The Independence Vitrified
fectory was stanted up to-day and w 1 be-

ck

gin Monday to turn gm, brick. It 00,
+ will employ seveniy-five men .nml haz a
capiacity of 100,000 bricks a day. It has lﬂf.
€ral contracts, including to pave the
muln streete of this city. It Is the finest
eguipped nluu in the West. -
IIIB? BITS OF REWS.
Dr. J. C. Hunt has been appointed a pen-
slon eumlnlnl surgeon at 1-.I orado, Kas,

of the Choctaw nation
ilron N. Jones for prin-

4 mth'%télct for fuel tc; the puhllc bullgé
& ?m Kis,, has been nwm
tg‘the a.“ . Lamping :

The Union rt
nnmln&lfs.
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ca ding" " from ths - shore, ‘und the
wrecked hull of the sunken' vessel effectu-
nlly eloses the enu-a.nce ‘to the “harbor
within whick the ppauuh ae.w\mn is hope-
Jessly locked. e

{}= sy spjendiq feat, which Tegves the gov-
: ) erament-at Washington

Sres-to.act without
forther fea¥ of the" Bpaniard's fleet, was
planned’ by Lieutenafit Richmond.P. Hob-

41 son, whe commanded- the expedition. He ls

a naval consiructor, attacted to the An-
napolis, and his home is In Brooklyn. With
him went Danlel Montague, George Char-
ette, J. E. Murphy, Oscar Degngn, John P.
Phillips and John Kelleyy all non-commis-
sioned or enlisted men. © |

A steam launch twn..ua flagahip New
York, commanded by €adet'F+ W. Powell,
followed the Merrimac fo' the miputh of the
harbor, and, despite the fire from the foris,
crulsed in the vicinity for an hotr and &
half after the colller was sunk, but no sign
of the brave Americans was seen, and Ca-
det Powell was nnu.uy compelled ta rejoin
the flagship,

The plan to block the entrance to San-
tiago has been under ‘consideratien' for
several days, as Rear Admiral Bampeon had
deddtd that it was_impossible to’ take his
fleet inside. Lieutenant Hobson had ex-
pected 'to do the work Weduesday night,
but, owing to the delay In pmpuing the
ship, it was deferred.

The darjng officer .attempted to run in
after daylight on Thuraday, and was only
stopped under protest after stern u'rdm
to return: from the admiral. Julﬂ.as' yes-
terday the preparations proceeded, and by
nightfall the craft was in readiness. A
row of torpedoes had been arranged out-
gide the hull, so that Lieutenant Hobson
could explode- them from the bridge of the

] veasel and thus Insure her rapld_sinking

Al nightfall, the various ships of .the
fieet passed the doomed H.errlmnq.'chear-
Ing her lustily. Hundreds of men and
scores of officers volunteered for the duty
anl Commander Merrill, who has been tha
captain.of the Merrimag, .begged permis-
sion of Admiral Bampson to go, but Liey
«terant: Hbébson  wamted™ Ni® .

‘By 10- o-duei, all but mﬁn ‘wHo' were,
[Eoing on” ihe dangérous errand had been
taken from' the Merrimse: and' thé col-
Her took a position near the New York to
await the approaching hour. It was an
impressive night among the men of the
fleet, for few expected that the members
of ‘the little crew wotlld see gnother sun-
rise.  The night was cloudy, with fitful
lightning flashing behind the dark lines
©of the hostlle shore, now and then show-
Ming the greéat shadows of the battlements,
after 3 o'clock, the black hull of the
Wbem to drift slowiy toward the’
land. apd in, a half hour was lost to sight.

= ?'l.:_l'!.-leutanmt Holzon's plan to
atenm past Morro, swinging crosswise the
ﬂnind. “drop Lis anchors, opef the
"Valves ,'fp}ods the torpedoes on the port
side, lolp overboard,  preceded by his
crew, anid make his escape In a little 1ife-
boat which-was towed astern, If possible,
and, if not, to attempt to swim to shore.
L All-the men were heavily armed, Teady
‘to maka & flerce resistance to capture.

Scumlr had thes ship disappeared when
rﬂnh fram Morro's guns proclaimed that
,_;ht hf"hpe:n discovered. Igmmedlutel}' the
uu\n hltl.eries around the harbor opened
|_1§-e, l:g‘;m ship went steadlly on; for this
janorning-dhe top of her masts can be seen

T the Wilter beyond Morro and near the

_Ellmlh halterr A heavy ecannon and
nmsll;etrr fire continued for about half an
Hour; and guns were fired at intervals, un-.
til Jong after daylight. None of the Amer-
lcin shipf dared to fire for fear of striklng
the Merrimac's crew,

As daylight came on, the steam launch
could be seen crulsing close to the harbor
entrance. Until 5:3 o'clock the search
was continued, and then, under a shower
of Spanish shells, which flew wide of thelr
mark, Cadet Powell' stedmed nway, and
a half hour later boarded_tbe New York
and reported w-Ad'nlrnl’ﬂllnmn that he
belleved the entire crew of the Merrimas
had been lost. Not one of them did he
catch sight of.

ON BOARD THE ASSOCIATED PRESB
DIBPATCH BOAT DAUNTLESS, OFF
BANTIAGO DE CUBA, June 4—VIA
KINGSTON, JAMAICA, June &—(Copy-
right, 1888, by the Associated Prena) Renar
Admiral Bampson, during Friday morning,
declded to close the narrow harbor entrance
to Santiago de Cuba by llnkin: the colller
Merrimac, loaded with coal, in the channel.
He called for, voluntcers. to go to almost
certain death, and 4,000 men offered them-
selves. Lieutenant Hobson and sixmen
were chosen, and at 3 a. m. Friday marn-
ing the Merrimac, under her own. steam,
enteréd the channel under a terrible Span-
ish fire. The vessel was riddled with pro-
jectiles, but she anchored and swung
around. Lieutenagnt Hobson then pej oft
an internal torpede with an electric at-
tachment, when there was ap_ explosion,
the Merrimac sank, and the channel was
closed and, apparently, Admirgl Cervera
will be unable to escape.

Hobson and the hero orew of the Mer-

ner: TUnable, after the sinking of thelr
vessel, 1o make their way back through
the storm of shot and shell, they rowad
into the harbor to the Bpanish flagship
and were taken on board unharmed. The
Epanish admiral, under a flag of truce on
Friday, sent word to the American ad-
miral that he offered to exchange the
prisoners, adding that, in the meantime,

'Hobuonmdhhwﬁtuuldhtru_tad

Seven Men Out of 4,000 Volunteers As..| .

rimac were saved in the following man--
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SPECIAL TRAIN UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AMBULANCES.

" We have just furnished the United States government with three hundred ambulnnnes lnr use in this war.
seventeen cars, contunlng ﬂity-one amhulaqces. We are the ouly firm in the United States that could fill the order in the required time.

OUR REPOSITORY AT 810-14 WALNUT STREET

the I..ARGBST .STOCK OF VEHICLES EVER{SHOWN under one roof and made by one manufacturer, and the most varied stock shown in the West. We can
suit you with either a FINE CARRIAGE, -BUGGY, ROAD or GATE CART, FARM or SPRING WAGON—In fact, in ANYTHING ON WHEELS. It is always to
the advantage of the buyer to go where the Il;g'est stocks are kept. We invite a careful inspection of our stock.

STUDEBAKER BROS. MFQG. CO.

The above photo was taken of the first trainload
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with the greatest l'.lndneu.

Ligutenant Hobson appears to have car-
ried out his plan to the smallest detalls,
except as regards the methods of escape.
The rowboat in which the crew were 0
attempt to escape was éither blown up or
shot to pleces, for Lieutenant Hobson and
his men drifted ashore on an old catamaran
which was siung over the ship's side at the
last moment ax an extra precaution. Upon
reaching shore, the men were taken. pris-
oners and sent to Bantlago. city ' under
guand. Later they were taken -to Morro
castle, where they are now. Captaln Oveldo,
Admiral Cervera’'s chief of :staff, who
boarded the New" York, under a flag of
truce, did not give further detafls of the
capture. The bravery of the Americans
evidently excited s8° much admiration
among the Bpaniards as it did among the
men of the American fleet.
will be perfectly safe, and will probably
be well treated while they remain inMorro
castle. J AT

The fleet Is wild with excitement to-
night over the termination of the 'most
daring expedition since the destruction of
the €onfederate ironciand, _A.lbemu‘la. by
Lieutenant Cushing, In 1684. The admiral is
‘just as: glad -as the youngest jackie; Cap-
'talj Chadwick, of the flagshlp, New. Yorlk,
who is usually most cohservative, In speak-
ing of the Incident, said:

“Splendid! Splendid!
be said about it.”

The general opinion is that no man ever
deserved recogmition by {pngreiia "for: per-
sonal bBravery more than does Lieuteénant
Hobson: - His work was well. dons, ‘and his
men are .safe. When he started on the
expedition few thonght he could accom-
plish his-object. OMcers of the fleat, when
questioned as to whether Captain Ovfedo
could have had any ulterior design in vis-
iting the New York tnder s flag of truce,
scouted the suggestion, saying that the
visit was prompted by pure: chivalry on
the part of the Bpanlards, and was noble
of them.

Clausen, the New quk.'a coxswaln, went
on the Merrimac against orders. --Nothing
could have kept him from that trip lnto
the jaws of death.

It i pmhqble that the Spaniards will
try to blow iip thé Merrimac, but Improb-
able that-they will succeed. Bpeculation’ s
rife an to the exact detalls of how Lieuten-
ant Hobson managed to blow himself ard
ship up and live to tell the tale. His hero-
Ism has cleared up the situation well. The
Spaniards are now donbly 'hemmed In. }

At guarters on the New Yark last even-
tng, Chaplaln Royce, praying before the
bareheaded. crew on deck, thanked God for
having preserved Lieutenant Hobson and
the men under him.

Cadet Powell, who was the Inst man to
gee  Lieutenant Hobson before his start,
and’' who had charge of the launch during
its perilous trip, after much needed sieep,
told tha story of his e:lperterlce He paid:

Too much eannot

-

for n few hours which was often inter-
rupted. A quarter to 2 o'clogk’ he came
on deck and made final Inspection, glving
his last instructions. Then we had a lit-
tle lunch. Hobson was as cool as a cu-
cumber, About 2:30 o'clock I took  the
men who were not golng on the trip inr.o
the lnunch and started for the Texas, the
nearest ship, but had to go hack for ene
of the assistant engineers, 'whom ﬂnbm
flnnlly campelled to leave, I shook hands
with Hobson the last of all.: He mid:

» *Pawell, watch the bopt's crew when

we pull out of the harbor, We will be
cracks, rowing thirty strokes to the
minute.’

“After leaving the Texas, 1 saw the Mer-
rimac steaming slowly in. It was only
falrly dark then and the shore was guite
visible. We followed about three-quarters
of a mile astern. 'The Merrimac stood
about & mile to the westward of the. har-
bor and séemed a bit mixed, turning ‘com-'
pletely arocund. Finally, heading to the
cast, she ran down and then turned- in.
We were then chasing him, bec.ausa I
thought Hobson had lost his beu-lns's.
When Hobson wes about 200 yards from
the harbor, the first gun was fired from
the eastern bluff.. We were. then half a
mile off shore, ¢lose under the batteries.
The firing increassd rapldly. We steamed
in slowly and lost sight of the Merrimac
in the smoke which the wind carrled. off
¢hore. It- hung heavily.  Before. Hobson
could haye blown up the Merrlmac, the
western battery picked up snd commenced
firing. They shot wild, and we only heard
the. shots, We ran In still closer to the
shore, and the gunners lost sight of us.
Then we heard the explosion ut t.hs' tor-
pedoes on the Merrimac.

*Until daylight we walted jnlt outside the
breakers, half a mile to the westward of
Morro, keeplug a bright lookout . for the
boat or for swimmers, but saw nothing.

. “Hobson had arranged to meet na at that
point, but thinking that some one might
bave drifted out, we crossed In’front of

The prisoners’

. “Lientenant Hobson took a ﬂmrt sleep |

_|miral’a orders was soon known,

Morro and the mouth of the harbor to the
eastward. About 5 o'clock we crossed the
barbor again within & quarter of a mile
and stood to the westward. In passing we
saw one spar of the Merrimac sticking out
of the water, We hugged the shore just
outside the breakers for a @mlle and then
turned toward the Texns, when the batter-
leg paw us and opened fire. It was then
broad daylignt. The first shot fired dropped
elghty yards astern, but the other shots
went wild,

“I drove the launch for all aha was worth,
fihally making the New York. The men be-
haved splendidly."

The news of Lieutenant Hobson's salety
lifted a great load from Cadet Powell's
mind. Probably no other detalls of this
marvelous trip will be known umn Lieuten~
ant Hobson gets back.

Bome heavy firing was done ll:';':ru,r be-
fore midnight by_the New York and New
Orleans, aimed at what was thought to be
a small gunboat,” which disappeared.
Whether she was sypk or not is not known.
The firing took pr-Bq to the epstward of
Morro,

E\'AEHI!\G'DON, June 4—It is now
Jmown that the mavy department ut
ten days .ago was considering a  plan
for closing the.harbor at Eantiago! very
similar in general scape to that apparently
put into executiom yesterday. It was pro-
posed.to get twordarge hulks or scows and
fill thom with big boulders such as could be
easlly obtalned in the neighborhood of
York. These Wwére:to be lashed on elther
alde of a tug and pyuodrto the hazbor, and
at: thoiproper ! palnt'were to be soultled,

Provisions were/ta-be made for the-safety |

of the crew by attaching to the tug a tor-
pedo boat stérn foremost.

At the proper mortent the crew was to
go mboard the torpedo boat, scuttie thé
hulks by an' electrical contrivance, and, cut<
ting loose from ‘the hulks, make a rush’
for liberty and ‘the opeén esea. There are
plgns that yesterday's project was a de-
velopment of this idea. Probably the plan
of taking. In scows .was rejected because
Bampson: should- not waste valuable time
in walting for such craft to be brought
from the United States.

..As to the prospects of 'the Merrimac be-
m; ramoved by the Bpaniards, as is re-
ported to ‘be under way st Bantlago, the
officiula at the navy department declare
that this Is likely to be a dificult, danger-
ous and time-consuming operatipn,

The hulk.could ‘be blown up by the tuse
of dynamite charges; which would not de
difMcult to placé In ‘the shallow water
where the Merrimac lles, for the reports
say the top of the funnel Is above water,
Indleating a depth of about forty or ffty
fect, but it Is belleved that the wreck lles
in sight from thé sea, and it {s not doubted
that Bampson will post some of the heavy
{ronciads In such a position as to be able
to command the site with her*heavy guns
and prevent the Bpanish wreckera from
working. At night ‘something might be
accomplished by the -wreckers, but even
that work would be full of danger.

PREPARING_FOR ACTION.

Dlu,a(rh Hoatls Wert Ordered laek
“the Night Before the Merrl-
meae Incldent.

ON BOARD THE ASSOCIATED PHESS
DIEPATCH BOAT WANDA, OFF: BANTI-
AGO DE CUBA, Juné 3, via Kingston,
Jamaleca, June 4.—(Copyright, 1888, by Lhe
Associated Press.) An hour before sunset
to-night, a dark rain cloud, lying low over
the coast line, forboded the usual troplical
storm, and the united fleet of America lay
off the mouth of the harbor of Santlago de:
Cuba, flinked by a little flotilla of dls-
patch boats. Rear Admirhl Sampson sig-
paled the torpedo boat Porter to run along-
side -the flagship.. The nature of the ad-
for the
Porter rushed alongside each newspaper
dispate® hoat In turn and megaphoned:
“The afimiral Yirects you to move ten milea
south and to take a station for the night.”

This meant business of rerlous Import
for the fleet before morning, whether a dash
Into the harbor or otherwise will probably
be known on the arrival of the second As-
sociated Press dispatch hoat at the nearest
cable statlon to-morrow,

Allindications are that southeastern Cuba
will be the scene of actlve naval and mili-
tary operations for some time. Here are
assembled the squadrons of great fighting
ships,- and, looking down upén them from
the adjacent hilis, are the watchful bands
of Insurgents forming the out posts of
General Garcia's army, which Iz strong
enough, unalded, to strike the Spanish land
forces a hard blow, and, If reinforced by the
American army - of Invasion, to mseize and
hold the entire eastern half of the lsl-
and.

Talk with Garcla’s scouts shows that they
confidently expect American troops soon.

They say this Is the best part of the island |

for the landing and the acclimatizatien of
our soldiers. Well drained and healthy
camps can be cstabligshed on the high table-
lands that lie on the sea front or on slopes
of the mountains at any desired altitude.
Pure water Is found in the springs and
moumtain streams, while the fertile sur-
rounding country yields abundant fruits
and vegetables, and everything is favorable
to the good sanitury condition of a weil
disciplined army.

The ralny season, the Insurgents say, Is
not a serijous drawback where camps can
be quickly formed on drained elevations.
The island already shows the effect of the
beginning of this season. occur
dally, while rain mists are seen on the

‘slopes every morning. The smokes and

fires of the burning plantations are being
extinguished, and luxuriant nature is rap-
idly healing many of the ravages of the
WAr. i

Thesa tropical storms at night are won-
derful exhibitions, of electrical pyrotech-
nica. At times the lightning flashes on the
horizson line look like the regular firing of
guns from & distant fort. Again, the en-
tire heavens séem aflame in vivid glare,
and forked tongues of fire appear to run
down the mountaln slopes. A drenching
rain falls for an hour or two, and then the
gkles clear and all Is serene, and the calm,
full moon and brilllant constellations of the
troplcs appear In all thelr glory as the
black clouds roll away on the horizon. Buch
storms are confined almost wholly to the
coast, only going out to sea occaslionally
off a cape or headland to kick up a squall.
The boats sailing along the coasts in clear
skies are witnessea to the beauty and
grandeur of the land storms without feel-
ing the slightest effect of these disturb-
ances.of nature a few miles distant.

Bixteen warahips of the United States and
4,000 men are drifUng here under the shad-
ow of Cuba's towering mountalns.

In the mountain slde is a smail opening,
& rift that leads away, twisting and turn-
ing, up to the city of Bantiago, fifteen
miles from the sem. In this narrow har-
bor stream lles the fleet of Admiral Cer-
vera. All day and all night the eyes of
the American sallors are fixed upon the
narrow eutrance to the harbor as the war-
ships slowly drift up and down past it.

Perched high on the side of the entrance
to the barbor is Morro castle, which for
two centuries bas looked down upon all

w | vessels entering there. On the opposite

glde small palms and tropical shrubbery
grow rank and green, almost hiding the
battery that has been placed at that polnt.

Safling smlong the shore, four miles off,
one would ecarcely distinguish Morro
castle. It looks lke a thousand other rocky
spurs that project from the mountain sides
all along the Eastern shore of the island.

This is the plcture of the Bantiago block-
ade to-day.
 The landscape is one of great beauty.
The mountain scenery s majestic. Great
peaks, green robed, rise 8,000 feet above the
sea, with sunlit clouds obecuring them and
then drifting away from thelr gleam.l.n;
summits.

Down in the deep shadowed blue at thelr
bgse are the warships, silent and grim,
drifting, walting for the battle.

At night the moonlight makes s beauti-
ful picture of the mountalns and sea.

Imagine the ocean washing the foothills
of the Rocky mountains, with a tropical
sky.above all, and you have a picture of
Bandlago de Cuba.

No attempt is mads by the fleet to get
into the harbor. Mines are near the en-

ships to enter. Bo, there lg nothing to do
but sall up and down past the harbor
mouth, hoping the Bpanish ships may again
show themselves, or come out for an open
combat,

The Spaniards hatve plainly laid a trap
for the Amerfean ships. Huarbors are
mined: batteries have been planted all
along It on elther side, and the Bpaniards
are well equipped with good guns and
gmokeless powder. But the Americans wiil
not fall {pto tha trap. One ship may be
sacrificed, but if it is blown. up and sunk,
it will bigek the harbor and prevent the
Bpaniards from getting out.

SPANISH VERSION OF IT.

Maidrid Difspatch Treails of the Sink-
ing §f the Merrimae as &
Spaniash Success.

MADRID, June 4—The minister of ma-
rine, Captaine Aunon, went to the palace at

noon to-day lnd read to the queen regent
an official dupneh on the subject of the
recent fight at-Bantlago de Cuba, the text
of which Is as’follows:

“At 8 o'clock on Friday morning one of
the enemy's large crulsers and an
auxilinry crulser attempted to force
an entrance irto the harbor of Bantl-
ago de Cuba. They surprised the scouts
guarding the enfrance, but the artillery ot
Fort Morro, the; of the cruilser Reina
Mercedes, & 'bn.tupr
cedes which had been placed In the Bocapa
fort, a torpede b0at destroyer and a tor-
pedo boat opened fire on the enemy.

“The American gruiser, the DMerrimac,
was sunk by our vessels and torpedoes, and
the large Americali crulser was repulsed
at the entrance to fhe channel

*The Reinn Mercedes captured one lleu-
tenant and seven sajlors of the Merrimac.
The fate of the rest of the crew is not
known."

The official dispatch adds that twenty
American ships are now before Bantlago
de Cuba.

The queen regent, it is announced here,
hns ordered that a message of congratula-
tion be telegraphed tg the *“‘defenders of
Bantlago de Cuba.'”

The minister of mlﬂue later in the day
sald the wreck of the Merrimac would not
interfers with the navigation at the en-
trance of the harbor, and'he added that the
coal on board the Merriinac can be recov-
ered and used by the Bpaplards.
| 1In the chambel of deputies to-day, Benor

‘ Bllvela, the Conservative leader, congratu- | and

lated the government upoh the “good news
from Bantiago de Cuba.”.and Benor Bal-

meron, the Republican leader, proposed that |

the congratulations of the house be sent to
the Spanish naval and military leaders in
Cuba. The motion was carried.

Great enthusiasm prevails In this dt,-

over the Spanish report of the recent en- wemhu B

gagement at Bantlago.
Premier Sagasta and Captain Aunon, the Jj

trant®, and it would be sulcidal for large | Hob

from the Reina Mer-| air

| overtures were received In sol

enirance to the channel. Admiral Cervera,
they alleged, was aware of the intentlons
of the Americans, and ordered part of his
squadron outside to defend the entrance.

The official dispatch from Santiago also|$
sald that when the Merrimac sunk Admiral}

Cervera, who waa on board of & Spanish
warship near by, entered a small boat and

“personally saved the survivors, who were|$

swimming in the water.”
The people of Madrid consider Santiago

impregnable, basing their bellef on tha fact| ®.

that the defénses of that place were con-

structed by the celebrated urtillery expert,| 3

Ordgnes.

‘SIGSBEE ON THE EXPLOIT. {3

Commander of the 5t. Paul Loud in
His Praise of Hobsom and
His Men.

WABHINGTON, June 4—~Captaln Sigs-
bee was at the navy department to-day
conferring with the officials. As his ship,
the 8t. Paul, had just come from Bantlago,
he was in a position to discusg the sink-
ing of the Merrimac with & full knowledge
of all the details of the outer harbor, where
she went down. The caplaln's personal
observation had shown him that the har-
bor entrance at Bantlago was very nar-
row, and the channel was even narrower,
hdn' barely wide enough for one large

would effectually prevent the egress of
the Bpanish fleet and would keep them ef-
fectually bottled up.

The personal hasard to those emecuting
the move was very great, Captain Sigabee
maid, as they took their Ilives in their
hands, not knowing what chance there was
for escipe by boat or to the shore, or, in

any event, knowing that the chances were'

ten to one against escaping alive.

“Constructor Hobson,” he sald, “carried
out his orders well. He and the men with
him performed .a work of great courage
and bravery. It was one of the plucklest
achievements In the history of the service.
It was equal to Cushing's exploit, and even
more dangerous, for thére was terrace
after terrace of batteries to pour shell and
shot down on the vessel, and there was
no loophole of escape. Hobson and his men
performed a herolc act, and their achleve-
ment, coupled with the cutting of the
cable and destroying communication with
Madrid, will form a day's record that
will be consplcuous in history.

“Hobson is & braveofficer, nervy and equal
to such emergencies. The Merrimac proba-
bly was within range of the batteries for a
distance of three miles in the course of the
undertaking, and possibly was under a hot
fire from all thess guns for twenty minutes
I remember well, stood first in his
class at the Annapolls academy, and he
has always shown good judgment and has
an excellent record.”™

Captain Sigsbee regards the situation at
Bantiago now as very satisfactory, as the
Bpanlards are cut off from either Ingress
or egress, while the American ships are
frea to maneuver cutside the harbor and
concentrate their fire on the ships and
forts,

The Merrimae s one of several colllers
with the American fleets. It Is under-
stood that Commodore Schiey had one
collier and Admiral Bampson two, so that,
with the loss of the Merrimae, two col-
Hers, with ample supplies of coal, remain.
It i» hardly supposed that any cosl was
left on board the Merrimac before she was
sent Into the channel, as her hull and su-

perstructure would be sufficlent for an
effective blockads without the addition of
any coal

Makers of diamond jcvel.ry that “at.
tracts."” Jaccard's, 1004 Main
Kuew Where Trouble Lurked.

From the New Orleans Times-Democrat.
A man who, although well
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M NOT A BASEBALL FAN!

My ideas are revolutionizing the world
and the atmos) o0 warm
for comfort. I'm and
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of m‘rneutl 't drop the te
n '
m‘:mmwso‘mm

was

very drunk, was rid uptown In & car
that was well filled with sober, staid
eminently mpecublo passengers. He tried '
in various wWays to attract attention or
draw somebody Into mnvmdon. but his |
and later on, when he m
aggressive, he had no better luck. Finally
m countenance hteﬁ up, and, with
of a man who had at last found what
he had been lununsb{er. he swung his hat
over his nead and oul..

“Hurrah for Bpain!™

Nobody mnved or uld & word, and the
inebriate looked aggrieved.

“Well, why dnntuomebodyl:omeupm

Ni e 1 the t.hlsu and the

o one query, ag-
gresalve Individual broke out agaln
b:Well a;y you all dead an’ jest waitin® to

Btill no reply. |
“1 see how it Is. Nobody has rugec
enough for me to soak me, no matter how

I deserve it. Never you mind. I'll soon be
home, and then I'll 'rah for Snuln. and
wire ‘won't do & thing to me.

Deer Hunting With Eagles.

my

“8'1 sent the

| for th

*Can't have that window e
|goondl e as Bl st s B ool
:m Ka m;“ blowing ln and -

I.ll;l t i
b1 Mumwm*ﬁ
hat whmlhﬂﬂnhmﬁlwwt”‘!ag

tion and

he saw it go up, the man that had
= o‘:he’ sent a friendly glance
down the s to me.

[
mnrninl. bulld n.re-,

they turn oul. Monday evening
f:lid 'r.'be ner’; !n the k!tchen stove as usual
bed. Yesterday morning

From Forest and Stream.

The berkute or bearcoote, the
eagle, Is tralned and used by ‘the natives of
Turtary and the Kirghls step for hunt-
Ins foxes, wolves, boars deer, Nr.
Harting quotes this description from At- |
kinson: **We had not gone far when sev-|
ed past a jolting point
bounded over the plaln
ut 300 yards from us. In an Instant the
bearcoote was unhooded and his shackles
removed, when he sprang from his perch :
goarsd Into the air. 1 watch him
ascend ms he wheeled round, and was:
that he had not seen
; but in thi® I was mistaken. |
risen to a considerable height
and seemed to poise himself for a minute.
wi.ttnﬁlr xhlal he gm:’u t«c;og:d u:w ln-;:
s wings
ht line toward his prey. I could not
that his wings moved, but he
fearful rate of speed. I gave
orsa his head and a touch of the
p;: In & few minutes he carried me
the front, and I was riding neck and ueck

minister of marine, upon leaving the pal- with one of the keepeu. When we were

ace after lnforming the queen regent of
the affalr, told the representatives of the
newspapers that the object of the Ameri-
cans was not to force, but & block, the

about 200 yards off t bearcoote struck '
his prey. The bureouu had struck one |
tlhn inte his neck, the other into hil
back, and with his beak was tearing in I
the animal's liver.

match to the kindling he was
=, e hid 2 sooty-looking el 'l:{
14 mo o |
huge eyes ears, which caused

Jump hllt way across the
|'agine th

taken
ering

its
stovepipe and draught
llnch‘:near could hardly believe his lmm
and at imagined that some one
been g!n) ing & behted April fool

him, but the disclaimers of
‘and the fact that the owl
| covered with soot and ashes convinced
that the bird had come down
ney.

From the Detroit Fres Pres.
He—'Your friend thinks that she would

‘Bhe— she would. She's sceus-
tomed te face powder, you know.™




