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HOBSON'S HEROISM

IT IS UKEaUAtED IS THE AXIULS
OF AMERICAN HISTORY.

THE SPANISH FLEET HELPLESS

HELD CAPTIVE IW THE HARBOR OF
SA&TIAGO DE CUBA.

Harrow Channel la Completely Block-
aded by the Wreck of the Mer-

rlmac Cervera's Fleet Ifo
Longer of Uae to

Spain.

OFF SANTIAGO DE CUBA. June 3,7a,
in., VIA PORT ANTONIO, JAMAICA. June

, PER THE ASSOCIATED PRESS DIS-
PATCH BOAT DATJNTLESS-Delay- ed to
transmission) The following Is a detailed
story of the act ot heroism performed by
Lieutenant' Richmond p. Hobson and his
seven companions In sinking- - the collier
Merrlmac across the channel leading Into
the harbor of Santiago de Cuba:

The Spanish fleet Is now helpless, being
.held captive In Santiago de Cuba harbor.
The narrow channel leading into the har-
bor was completely blocked early this
morning when the United States collier
Merrlmac was sunk across Its entrance.
It Is now Impossible for the Spaniards to
get out. and It Is equally Impossible for
any vessel to get Into the harbor. There-to- re

the Spanish first-cla- ss armored cruis-
ers Marls, Teresa, Cristobal Colon, Vlzcaya
and Almlrante Oquendo, with the two tor-
pedo boat destroyers. Furor and Pluton,
are no longer of any use to Spain. This re-

sult was accomplished through the hero-Is-m

of Lieutenant Richmond P. Hobson,
assistant naval constructor, and Daniel
Montague, George Charrette, J. C. Murphy,
Oscar Delgnan, John P. Phillips, John Kel-
ly and H. Clausen. The latter, a coxswain
of the New Tork, took part In the' expe--,

dltion against orders. They were all cap-
tured by the. Spaniards, but the Spanish
admiral, in recognition of their bravery,
sent word to the American admiral under
a flag of truer that he was willing to ex-
change the prisoners, and assuring the
American commander that they would be
treated with the greatest kindness. Money
and provisions have been sent to them and
necessary steps are being taken to bring
about their exchange. -

Montague Is chlef-at-ar- of the New
Tork. He has served four years in the
navy. Is 29 years of age, and his home Is
In Brooklyn. ""

George Charrette Is a gunner's mate ot
the first class, on board the New Tork.
He has served fourteen years In the navy.
Is 31 years old and resides at Lowell, Mass.

J. C Murphy is a coxswain of the Iowa.
Oscar Delgnan Is a coxswain of the Mer-

rlmac and is about 24 years old.
. John P. Phillips Is a machinist of the

first class, belonging to the Merrlmac He
Is 36 years of age, and his home is In Bos-
ton.

John Kelly is a water tender, about SS

years old. His home Is near Glasgow, Scot-
land.

H. Clausen, who slipped on board the
1 Merrlmac without permission, in order to

take part In the expedition, is a coxswain
of the New Tork.

Lieutenant Richmond Pearson Hobson,
assistant naval constructor, was born at
Greensboro, Ala., on August 17,, 1S70, was
appointed, after a competitive examination,
to the naval academy In May, 1BSS. He
was the youngest member of his class, but
graduated at the head of his eighteen com-

panions. He has studied engineering un-

der the auspices of the United States gov
ernment In France, and was made assist-
ant naval constructor in 1S3L He Is the au-

thor of a seml-polltlc- al work entitled "The
Situation and the Outlook In Europe," and
was assigned to the flagship New Tork
when Rear Admiral Sampson sailed for the
West Indies.

Lieutenant Hobson Is a nephew of John
M. Morehead, of North, Carolina, and Is a
grandson of Chief Justice Pearson, of that
state. He is unmarried, and his father.
Judge James M. Hobson, lives at Greens-
boro, Ala.

The three men from the Merrlmac's crew
were all green hands and snipped recently
for the war.

The Merrlmac had on board 600 tons of
coal when she was scuttled across the chan-
nel.

Lieutenant Hobson started on his daring
errand at 3 o'clock this morning. The Mer-
rlmac was lying to the westward. Under
cover of the clouds over the moon, she
6tole In towards the coast and made her
way to the eastward, followed by a steam
launch from the New Tork, with the fol-
lowing crew on board:

Naval Cadet J. W. Powell, of Oswego,
N. T.

P. K. Peterson, coxswain.
H.Handford, apprentice of the first class.
J. Mullings, coal passer.
G. L. Russell, machinist of the sec-

ond class.
In the launch were bandages and appli-

ances for the wounded.
From the crowded decks of the New Tork

nothing could be seen ot the Merrlmac
after she had got under the shadow of the
hills. For half an hour officers and men
strained their eyes peering Into the gloom.
when, suddenly, the flash of a gun streamed
out from Morro castle, and then all on
board the New Tork knew the Merrlmac
was nearing her end. The guns from the
Spanish battery opposite llorro castle an-
swered quickly with more flashes, and for
about twenty minutes flashes of Are seemed
to leap across the harbor entrance.

The flagship was too far away to hear
the reports, and when the firing ceased it
was judged that Hobson had blown up the
Merrlmac For an hour the anxious watch-
ers waited for daylight. Rear Admiral
Sampson and Captain Chadwlck were on
the bridge of the New Tork throughout.

At E o'clock thin streams of smoke were
seen against the western shore, quite close
to the Spanish batteries, and strong glasses
made out the launch of the New Tork re-
turning to the flagship. Scarcely had the
small craft been sighted before' a pun" of
smoke Issued from a battery on the west-
ern arm of the harbor and a shot plunged
tar over the launch. Then for fifteen min-
utes the big guns ashore kept up an ir-

regular Are on the little launch. As the
shells fell without hitting the object they
were Intended for the) men on board the
New Tork jeered at the Spanish marks-
manship and cheered their shipmates.

At 6:15 a. m. the launch came alongside
the flagship; but she did not have on board
any of the crew of the Merrlmac Cadet
Powell reported that he had been unable
to see any signs of the Merrlmac's crew.
It developed that, with great bravery, the
,cadet had gone right under the batteries
and only returned wben all hope of taking
on board the crew of the Merrlmac had to
be abandoned.

Cadet Powell also reported that he had
clearly seen tha Merrlmac's rnuta atlcklrur

HOW SHE WAS LEFT

A St. Louts Lady Tells Her 8tory.
ST. LOUIS', MO. "For over two yean J

I have been troubled with malaris, kidney
and liver disease and impure blood. In
the winter I was taken sick with malaria
and Inflammation ot the stomach, which
left me weak, nervous and sleepless. I be-

gan taking Hood's Sarssparilla and after
using ten bottles, and also Hood's Fills I
can eat and sleep and am stronger."
MnranaBiiOTEVoogL, 4815 North 20th St.

. sre the favorite family
tlOOa S PUIS cathartic. Price 23c.

up just where Hobson hoped to sink her,
north of the Estrella battery, and well past
the guns of Morro castle. But. of the
heroes who had penned the Spaniards in
there was not a sound or a sign.

Bear Admiral Sampson said:
"I am pretty sure the attempt was quite

successful. I hope all those brave fellows
are not captured."

Cadet Powell believes the torpedoes pre-

viously fixed about the Merrlmac were ex-

ploded as planned, as Lieutenant Hobson
was well us the harbor before the Span-lar- ds

opened fire on the Merrlmac
What actually happened on board the

Merrlmac can best be judged from what
Lieutenant Hobson said just before leav-
ing the flagship. Sitting in his cabin, his
face browned by the sun and his eyes flash-
ing with excitement, he remarked:

"I shall go right into the harbor until
about 400 yards past the Estrella battery,
which Is behind Morro castle. I do not
think they can sink me before I reach
somewhere near that point. The Merrlmac
has 7,000 tons buoyancy, and I shall keep
her full speed ahead. She con make about
ten knots. When the narrowest part ot
the channel Is reached I shall put her helm
hard aport, stop the engines, drop the an-

chors, open the sea connections, touch oft
the torpedoes and leave the Merrlmac a
wreck, lying athwart the channel, which
Is not as broad as the Merrlmac is long.
There are ten Improvised torpedoes
below the water line on the Merrlmac's
port side They are placed on her side
against the bulkheads and vital spots, con-

nected with each other by a wire under the
ship's keel. Each torpedo contains eighty-tw- o

pounds of powder. Each torpedo is
also connected with the bridge, and they
should do th'elr work In a minute, and It
will be quick work even if done in a min-
ute and a quarter.

"On deck there will be four men and my-

self. In the engine room there will be two
other men. This Is the total crew, and all
of us will be in our underclothing, with re-

volvers and ammunition in water tight
packing strapped around our waists. For-
ward there will be a man on deck, and
around his waist will be a line, the other
end ot the line being made fast to the
bridge on which I will stand. By that
man's side will be an ax. When I stop the
engine I shall jerk this cord, and he will
thus get the signal to cut the lashing which
will be holding the forward anchor. He
will then jump overboard and swim to the
toar oared dingy which we shall tow
astern. The dingy Is full of life buoys and
is unslnkablc In It are rifles. It Is to be
held by two ropes, one made fast at her
bow and one at her stern. The first man
to reach her will haul In the tow line and
pull the dingy out to starboard. The next
to leave the ship are the rest of the crew.
The quartermaster at the wheel will not
leave until after having put It hard aport
and, lashed It so; he will then jump over-
board.

"Down below, the man at the reversing
gear will stop the engines, scramble up
on deck and get over the side as quickly
as POESlblC

"The man In the engine room will break
open the sea connections with a sledge
hammer and will follow his leader Into the
water. This last step Insures the sinking
of the Merrlmao whether the torpedoes
work or not.

"By this time, I calculate the six men
will be In the dingy and the Merrlmac will
have swung athwart the channel, to the
full length of her 300 yards of cable, which
will have been paid out before the anchors
were cut loose. Then all that is left for
me is to touch the button. I shall stand on
the starboard side of the bridge. The ex-
plosion will throw the Merrlmac on her
starboard side. Nothing on this side of
New Tork city will be able to raise her
after 'that."

"And you expect to come out of this
allve7" asked a companion of the lieuten-
ant.

"Ah, that Is another thing," said the
lieutenant. He was eo Interested in the
mechanical details of the scheme that he
scarcely stopped to talk of life and death.

But, in reply to frequent questions, Hob-
son sold:

"I suppose the Estrella battery will fire
down on us a bit; but the ships will throw
their searchlights in the gunners' faces
and they won't see much of us. Then, if
we are torpedoed we should even then be
able to make the desired position in the
channel. It won't be so easy to bit us, and
I think the men should be able to swim to
the dingy. I may jump before I am blown
up. But I don't see that It makes much
difference what I do. I have a fair chance
of life either way. If our dingy gets shot
to pieces we shall then try to swim for
the beach right under Morro castle. We
shall keep together at all hazards. Then
we may be able to make our way along-
side and perhaps get back to the ship. We
shall fight the sentries or a squad until the
last and we shall only surrender to over-
whelming numbers, and our surrender will
only take place as a last and as a most un-

contemplated emergency."
Lieutenant Hobson might have been lec-

turing to a class of cadets on the theory ot
how to build ships, so deliberate was his
manner. He was lately at Annapolis In
charge of the postgraduate course In naval
construction and is accounted one of the
most able naval constructors In the serv-
ice, being entirely wrapped up In his pro-

fession.
The preliminary work of this desperate

undertaking was a strain upon the officers
and men. On Wednesday morning, directly
after Rear Admiral Sampson's arrival and
as soon as he was certain, the Spanish fleet
was In the harbor, the preparations to
scuttle the Merrlmac In the channel wero
commenced. All day long crews from the
New Tork and Brooklyn were on board the
collier, never resting in their efforts to
prepare her. She lay alongside the Massa
chusetts, discharging coal, when the work
was first begun.

The news of the Intended expedition trav-
eled quickly through the fleet, and It soon
became known that volunteers were need-
ed for a desperate undertaking. From the
Iowa's signal jard quickly fluttered the
announcement that she had 110 volunteers
and the other ships were not far behind
On the New Tork the enthusiasm was in-
tense.

Over 200 members of the crew volun
teered to go into that narrow harbor and
face death. The junior officers literally
jumped over each other in their eagerness
to get their names on the volunteer list

Commander Miller, who had charge of
thf Merrlmac pleaded with the admiral to
let him go; but the latter thought he had
better not. When it was learned that only
six men and Lieutenant Hobson were to
go, there was considerable disappointment
on all sides, and when the New Tork's
contingent went Vver the side late on
Wednesday night, some ot those who were
left were almost ready, brave and strong
as they were, to sit down and cry.

All Wednesday night the crews worked
aboard the Merrlmac, which then lay close
to the New Tork, and the other ships as
they passed the collier, before sundown,
cheered her with the same spirit that
the British men-of-wa- rs men cheered the
American sailors at Samoa.

Lieutenant Hobson paid a short visit to
the flagship shortly before midnight and
then returned to the Merrlmac on board
ot which craft he had been all day. As

he started down the sea ladder there were
many hands stretched 'but to grasp hUT
and many quiet-spoke- n, earnest wishes for
his .success, as .it was .thought then that
Hobson would 'take the Merrlmao In early
yesterday morning.

At 3 o'clock the admiral and Flag Lieu-
tenant Staunton got into the launch to
make an Inspection of the Merrlmac The
working gangs were still on board of her,
and on board the toew Tork the officers
of the flagship on the quarterdeck, their
glasses focused on the big, black hull that
was to form an Impassable obstacle for
Spain's best ships.

The minutes slipped by. the crews had
not completed their work on the Merrl-
mac but at last a boatload of men, black
and tired out, came over to the flagship.
Last ot all, at 4:30 o'clock, came the ad-
miral. He had been delayed by a break
down of the steam launch.

n tras breaking over Santiago de
d nearly everybody thought it
late for the attempt to be made

lOrnlng.
Then somebody cried: "She's going In!"
Surely enough the seemingly deserted

collier was seen heading straight for Morro
castle.

The torpedo boat Porter was lying In
near the flagship, and at Admiral Samp-
son's order Lieutenant Staunton snatched
up the megaphone and hailed the Porter,
saying:

"Porter, there! Tell the Merrlmac to re-
turn immediately."

Smoke quickly poured from the Porter's
smokestacks and the dark little craft dart-
ed toward the chore.

By that time darkness had quite disap-
peared and, quickly as the fast torpedo
boat tore through the water. It seemed
as if she would never head off the Merrl-
mac

At last when within range of the guns
of the Spaniards the Porter crossed the
Merrlmac's bows and a sigh of relief went
up from the eager watchers, for they
thought that It was sure death for Hob-
son to venture In at that hour.

Sometime after 5 o'clock the Porter came
tearing back and the Merrlmac, to every
one's surprise, kept her position.

Admiral Sampson, Captain Chadwlck
and Lieutenant Staunton could not under-
stand until Lieutenant Fremont, from the
deck of the torpedo boat, shouted:

"Lieutenant Hobson asks permission to
continue on his course. He thinks he can
make it."

But, in stern tones, the adjutant sent
Hobson a message to the effect that the
Merrlmac must return at once, and In due
course of time the doomed collier slowly
steamed back, her commander evidently
disappointed with the order received from
the admiral through the commander of the
Porter, Hobson's figure standing out viv-
idly on the lonely bridge of the Merrlmac

All day yesterday the collier lay near
the flagship, and more elaborate prepara-
tions were made.to carry out the mission
of the Merrlmac successfully. During
these preparations Hobson was tireless,
cool and confident, supervising personally
every little detail.

When finally Hobson went on board the
Merrlmao last night he had been without
sleep since Wednesday morning. His uni-
form was begrimed, his hands were black,
and he looked like a man who had been
hard at work In an engine room for a
long time.

As he said good-b- y, the lieutenant re-
marked that his only regret was that all
of the New Tork's volunteers could not
go with him.

Rear Admiral Sampson, speaking of the
expedition, said:

"I think hen will have a fair chance to
get out. Tes, it Is plucky, very plucky."

When the Merrlmac started yesterday
morning on the trip for which she was re-
called, she had on board of her two men
who had no right to be there. They were
Assistant Engineer Crank, of the Merrl-
mac, apd Boatswain Mullin, of the New
Tork, who had been working on the col-
lier '" ' " "all day.

These two men refused to leave the ship,
and as their disobedience was of the' na-
ture which produced Cushings and Farra-gu- ts

for the American navy. It was not
officially recognized.

The spirit shown by the men and officers
of the fleet in connection with the Merrl-
mac expedition is really grand and beyond
being merely expressed In words.

Under these circumstances one can Imag-
ine the immense feeling of satisfaction ex-
perienced when it comes to be known that
Hobson and the crew of the Merrlmac
were safe. Later in the day a boat with
a white flag put out from the harbor, and
Captain Oviedo, the chief of staff of Ad-
miral Cervera, boarded the New Tork and
informed the admiral that the whole of
the party had been captured, and that
only two of them had been Injured. It
appears that the Spanish admiral was so
struck with the courage of the Merrlmac's
crew that 'ho decided to Inform Admiral
Sampson that they had not lost their lives,
but were prisoners of war, and could be
exchanged. The dingy portion of the pro-
gramme does 'not appear to have been
carried out, which leads to the belief that
she may have been smashed by a shot, for
It seems Hobson and his men drifted
ashore on an old cataman, which had been
slung over the Merrlmac's side at the
last moment as on extra precaution. They
were captured and sent to Santiago under
guard, previous to being transferred to
Monro castle, where they are now under-
stood to be confined.

Money and provisions were sent to the
prisoners through Captain Oviedo, and It Is
believed Rear Admiral Sampson is taking
the steps necessary to bring about their
exchange

The fleet ht Is In a state of delight-
ed enthusiasm and the admiral Is Just as
happy as the youngest sailor. The gener-
al opinion Is that no man. ever deserved
recognition for personal bravery more than
does Lieutenant Hobson.

Cadet Powell, who was the last man to
see Lieutenant Hobson before his start, and
who had charge of the launch during its
perilous trip, after a much needed sleep
told the story of his experience. He said:

"Lieutenant Hobson took a short Bleep
for a few hours, which was often inter-
rupted. At a quarter to 2 he came on deck
and made a final Inspection, giving his last
instructions. Then we had a little lunch.
Hobson was as cool as a cucumber. Atabout 2:30 o'clock I took the men who were
not going on the trip into the launch and
started for the Texas, the nearest ship, but
had to go back for one of the assistant en-
gineers, whom Hobson was finally obliged
to leave. I shook hands with Hobson lastof all. He said: 'Powell, watch the boat'screw when well out of the harbor. We will
be cracks, rowing thirty strokes to theminute

"After leaving the Texas I saw the Mer-
rlmac steaming slowly in. It was only fair-
ly dark then and the shore was quite visi-
ble. We followed, about three-quarte- rs ofa mile astern. The Merrlmac stood abouta mile to the westward of the harbor and
seemed a bit mixed, turning completely
arounu ana, nnany neaaing to the east,
she ran down and then turned in. We
were then chasing him, because I thought
Hobson had lost his bearings. When Hob-
son was about 200 yards from the harbor
the first gun was fired from the eastern
bluff. We were then about half a mile off
shore and nearing the batteries. The fir-
ing increase rapidly. Wo steamed in
slowly and lost sight ot the Merrlmac In
the smoke which was carried off shore
Before Hobson could have blown up the
Merrlmac the western battery picked us
out and commenced firing. They shot wild-
ly, however, and we only heard the shots.
We ran in still closer to the shore and the
gunners lost sight ot us. Then we heard
the explosion of the torpedoes on the Mer-
rlmac

"Until daylight we waited just outside
the breakers, half a mile to the westward
of Morro, keeping a sharp lookout for the
boat or for swimmers, but saw nothing.
Hobson had arranged to meet us at that
point, but thinking that some one might
have drifted out, we crossed in front ot

Morro,jind the mouth
"""

of the harbor, tojthe
eastward.

At about 5 o'clock we crossed the harbor
again, within a quarter of a mile, and stood-t- o

the westward. In passing we saw one
spar of the Merrlmac sticking out of the'
water. We hugged the shore, just outside
of the breakers, for a mile and then turned
towards the Texas, when the batteries saw
us and opened fire. The first shot fired
dropped thirty yards astern, but the other
shots went wild.

"I drove the launch for all she was worth,
finally making the New Tork. The men
behaved splendidly."

MOST BRILLIANT EXPLOIT.

Hobson Accomplished One of the
Greateat Achievements la

Naval Annals.
ON BOARD THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DISPATCH BOAT DAUNTLESS, OFF
SANTIAGO DE CUBA, June 3, 7 a. m.,
VIA PORT ANTONIO, JAMAICA, June 4

(Delayed in transmission.) By one of the
most brilliant exploits in naval annals, the
cork has been driven into the bottle of
Santiago de Cuba, and the Spanish fleet
could not be more secure were the

to that harbor doored, barred and
double locked and the key dropped Into
the bottomless depths of the sea.

Lieutenant Richmond P. Hobson, of the
flaesblD New Tork, with a volunteer crew
of seven men, under cover of the darkness
after the moon had set, shortly alter J
o'clock this morning, ran the big collier
Merrlmac Into the throat of the harbor
swung her broadside to across the channel
and then exploded and sank her. He suc-

ceeded in this desperate enterprise under
the fire ot the batteries and forts which
guard the entrance, without support from
the fleet.

Ensign Powell, also of the New Tork,
with a steam launch, crept close under the
guns of Morro castle to take off the heroes
of tbe Merrlmac, and remained there pluck-il- y

until daylight disclosed his position
without seeing a trace ot the Merrlmac's
daring crew. To have remained longer
would have been sheer madness. As It was
he retired under a heavy fire from Mauser
rifles and the heavy guns ot the batteries.

Lieutenant Hobson and his men are now
Spanish prisoners, as a flag ot truce an
nounces, and will be exchanged In due
course of time; but that thelr'mtsslon was
successful admits of no doubt. Ensign
Powell distinctly saw the span ot the
wrecked ship in the middle of the channel
Lieutenant Hobson planted her at the very
point he had selected.

Cushlng's memorable feat in blowing up
the Confederate ram, Albemarle, Is over-
matched by Hobson's act, for Cushlng's
men crept up Albemarle sound at midnight
and fell upon an unsuspecting foe. Hob-
son took his ship, over 300 feet long, into
the very focus of the battery with the
enemy at the guns, and blew her up. Dis-
covery at the end of his Journey was In-

evitable, and death was almost certain
No name, therefore, can be written higher
on war's temple of fame than his.

Like Cushlng's deed, Hobson's desperate
undertaking was conceived by him who
executed It.

When Rear Admiral Sampson Joined Com-

modore Schley on Wednesday, the latter
had already ascertained that it would be
Impossible for the fleet to crawl Into the
rathole In which the Spanish fleet had
taken refuge The mines across the en-
trance and the batteries which commanded
it made the mere contemplation of It an
act of folly.

Commodore Schley was inclined to think
the dynamite cruiser Vesuvius might be
able to countermine; but the ships would
have to go In single file and If one were
sunk In the channel the progress of the
others would be blocked. It was then that
Lieutenant Hobson conceived the scheme
of sinking a big collier across the harbor
entrance and asked to be allowed to exe-
cute It himself. It seemed certain death
and almost certain failure as the odds
were overwhelmingly against reaching the
entrance before discovery; but Hobson was
eo enthusiastio that his iconfidence was in-

fectious and the admiral finally reluctantly
gave his consent.

Lieutenant Hobson's chief anxiety was
that in the dark he might miss the narrow
gut and run on to the shoals at the west
of the entrance To prevent the possibility
of this, the plan of allowing the Merrlmac
to run in under the Spanish flag with the
fleet in feigned pursuit, firing blank cart-
ridges and blazing the path to the harbor
entrance with searchlights was considered
but abandoned, because, among other rea-
sons, Lieutenant Hobson and his volunteer
crew did not want to die, if their lives
should be sacrificed, under false colors.

When the admiral's consent was ob-

tained. Lieutenant Hobson became impa
tient of all delay, and that very Wednes-
day, after the moon went dowri, he set
the time for the attempt. Volunteers were
called for on the ships of the fleet, and to
the credit of the American navy may It
be said few flinched. Whole cheering crews
stepped forward at the summons for the
hazardous duty. About 300 on board the
New Tork, some 180 on board the Iowa,
and a like proportion from the other ships
volunteered; but Lieutenant Hobson, like
the hero he is, decided to risk as few
lives as possible. He picked three men from
the New Tork and three from the Merrl-
mac. The latter were green In the ser-
vice, but they knew the ship, and had
pleaded hard to go, and one man stowed
away on board the collier.

Six other men, selected from various
ships, with Ensign Powell in. command,
manned tbe launch which was to lie at tbe
harbor mouth and take off those who
escaped.

The Merrlmac was made ready. Six tor-
pedoes were strung along her port side,
with wire connections to the bridge. Her
anchors were lashed at the bow and stern.
Her cargo of coal was shifted, and her
cargo ports were opened, that she would
more readily fill when the time came to
cut her anchor lashes, open the sea cocks
and torpedo her bulkheads.

The work was not completed until after
4 o'clock Thursday morning, but with the
sky paling in the east. Lieutenant Hob-
son headed In on his desperate mission.

On board tbe ships ot the fleet picketed
about the entrance, every officer and man.
with many warm heart beats for their
brave comrades, awaited the Issue with
eyes anxiously fixed on the jutting head-
lands that marked the entrance of the
harbor. But as the Merrlmac steamed for-
ward Rear Admiral Sampson, pacing the
deck ot the flagshhip, looked at his watch
and at the streaks in the east, and de-
cided that the Merrlmac could not reach
the entrance before broad day light. Con-
sequently, the torpedo boat Porter, which
was alongside, was dispatched to recall
the daring officer.

Lieutenant Hobson sent back a protest,
with a request for permission to proceed.
But the admiral' refused to allow him to
take the risk, and slowly the Merrlmacswung about.

During the day Lieutenant Hobson R-
eturned to the flagship. His once white ducktrousers were as black as a coal heaver's,
his old fatigue coat was unbuttoned andhis begrimed face deep furrowed by tense
drawn lines, but resolution still shown inhis eyes. So absorbing was he In the taskahead of him that, unmindful of his ap-
pearance and of all ceremony and naval
etiquette, he told the admiral to a tone of
command that he must not again be In-
terfered with.

"I can carry this thing through," said
he, "but there must be no more recalls. My
men have been keyed up for twenty-fou- r
hours and under this tremendous strain
iron will break at last."

Such was the indomitable will and cour-
age with which he faced death and glory.

When Bob3on left the ship and the ex-
tended hands of his shipmates, more than
one of the latter turned hastily to hide the
unbidden tears. But the lieutenant waved
them adieu with a smile on his handsome
face.

This morning the Merrlmao started to
shortly after 3 o'clock. The full moon had
disappeared behind a black cloud bank In
the, West, leaving only a gray mark of
heaving waters and the dim outline of the

Cuban bills, showing up against,the ,unr.
starred sky to the watchers on board the
ships ot the fleet. It was that calm hour
before dawn when life is at its lowest ebb
and the tide runs 'out, 'carrying mortals
with It.

Slowly the seconds of fate ticked on as,
for an hour, 3,000 strained eyes strove to
pierce the deep veil ot night.

Suddenly, several blood red tongues of
flame shot down from the rocky eminence
on which Morro is situated. They were fol-
lowed by jets and streams ot fire from the
batteries opposite The Merrlmao had
reached the entrance of the harbor. She
must have passed so close that a 'stone
loosened from the frowning parapet of the
castle would have fallen on her deck.

Into the murderous hall showered down
on her the Merrlmac passed and moved on
a full quarter of a mile, enfiladed from
sides, rear and front with a plunging fire
from the batteries that surrounded her. It
seems a miracle that her apparently rid-
dled hull could have reached the goal.

After five minutes the Are ceased and all
became dark again. Then, among the
watchers of the fleet arose the question, as
to whether those five minutes of murder
had left grief stricken mothers or widows
or orphans. Mother, wife, sister or sweet-
heart may have been dreaming of her loved
one all unconscious ot the fact that the
object of her dream was earning fame,
perhaps with his life

During the next half hour, while the fleet
silently waited in suspense for the coming
of the day, many fingers Itched at the lan-
yards of the guns and many a gunner's
mate besought permission to fire But noth-
ing could be done An ill directed shot
might kill our men, possibly struggling to
the water toward the open sea.

In this latitude dawn Is very brief and
day comes like a flare to the east.

When the curtain of the night was at
last lifted, the light disclosed a tiny steam
launch riding the waves at the very throat
of the entrance of the harbor.

In an instant the guns of the shore bat-
teries were turned upon her and, with a
lost, lingering, vain look tor the crew of
the Merrlmac, Ensign Powell headed his
launch close along shore to the westward.
In this lay salvation. The guns of the
batteries to the westward could not be
Impressed enough to hit the little launch
and the guns on Morro castle could not
bear upon her.

But the Spaniards nevertheless fired
wildly, overshooting the launch until the
latter was fully two miles up the coast.
Then some of the shells began to drop
fairly close and one of them threw a cloud
ot spray on board the email craft. In
the meantime the ships ot the fleet had
drawn in until the New Tork, Massachu-
setts, Texas and Marbleheod were nearly
three miles off Morro castle

The fire of the great guns continued,
but the gunnery seemed to grow worse until
the Spaniards became tired. They were
not rash enough, except to two instances,
to Are at the fleet, fearing probably to
provoke an antagonist with the strength
ot Admiral Sampson. Up to the time the
Associated Press dispatch boat left the
fleet this morning the admiral had not
given any orders for the bombardment of
Santiago de Cuba's forts, but the spirit of
revenge seemed to hang over the fleet, and
by this time Morro castle and the Spanish
batteries may be in ruins.

The American sailors would think it
retribution or justice if part of the score
owed by Spain were wiped out at Santiago
de Cuba, where, twenty-fiv- e years ago,
the forty-nin- e Americans of the Virginius
were shot to death.

ENSIGN POWELL'S BRAVERY.

He Was Brakes Hearted at Rot Being
v Able to Rescue Hobson's

Men.
ON BOARD THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DISPATCH BOAT. DAUNTLESS, OFF
SANTIAGO DE CUBA, June 3. 7 a. m.,
VIA PORT ANTONIO, JAMAICA, June 4.

(Delayed to transmission.) Knowing Hob-
son's desperate plan, the dispatch boat
took up a position at sunset opposite the
narrow harbor entrance and Just outside
the line ot the blockading warships.

The swift tropical twilight blotted out
the Cuban shore like a dissolving view to
a theater.

The last sign of the doomed Merrlmao
seen from the dispatch boat was her black
shadow close seven miles east of
Morro castle and probably hidden from Its
lookouts by the highland close to the coast.

All night long glasses had been trained on
the streak of gloom which was all that
marked the shore line Heavy clouds blot-
ted out the full moon, except at brief Inter
vals, When its light brought out the shad-
owy bulk ot the battleships which was as
quickly swallowed up again.

Now and then a signal light of the fleet
winked and was answered by another up
or down the coast. Then more darkness,
silence and waiting.

The center of Interest, the moon, remain-
ed black. Knowing that one tentative plan
was for the fleet to chase the Merrlmac In
as a pseudo blockade runner, using blank
cartridges on her and searchlights to point
out to Hobson the harbor entrance, every-

one waited for this pyrotechnlcal display.
But It did not come; Hobson had apparent-
ly chosen the less spectacular but equally
desperate plan ot quietly stalking the forts
alone and in darkness.

Black cloud banks to the westward had
hidden the moon for two hours before its
setting, depriving Hobson of his own wish
for just a bit of light to guide him to under
the Spanish guns.

Fate could scarcely have been harder. At
3 the moon showed for a few moments,
blood red, to a hand's breadth opening ot
the clouds Just on the horizon, and then
It was extinguished In the sea.

"Too late," said everyone "He will never
have time to run In by that."

Almost at the same moment dawn broke
In the east as quietly as night had fallen
the previous evening. To the eastward,
just where the Merrlmac lay last night,
loomed up the black shadow ot a vessel.

"He has missed his chance," was the re
mark.

There the collier lay, spread in the south-
ern brilliancy. Morro's deep red walls
showed against the blue hills and opal
clouds.

Suddenly a dazzling flash, like a hello,
graph ray, leaped from the battlements,
followed by a slow spreading cloud ot
white smoke. There was no report, but far
up the coast a white jet of spray leaped
from the sea. The battleships were wak-
ing up.

Glasses were trained where the Merrlmac
had been. She was gone The Vixen had
been mistaken for her to the uncertain
morning light. Glasses swept the horizon
to search of the Merrlmac. She was no-

where visible Bright flashes and billowing
smoke rose from point to point where the
harbor batteries were located. The Span-
iards were awake sure enough, and buzz-
ing like an upset hive

"Hobson has run to on them and fooled
us all," was said, "but," It was added,
"what are tbe Idiots shooting at?"

The spraying shells rose everywhere, be-
yond the Brooklyn and Inside the Texas,
but the Are was seemingly concentrated
westward, close to the shore There a tiny
thread of smoke disclosed their target, the
New Tork's launch, which Ensign Powell
had gallantly held close under Morro's walls
until after daylight, When, driven out by
the Are of the big guns, he had run far up
the shore under the partial cover of the
bluffs, and had turned and eventually
boarded the Texas out of range Then he
passed to the New Tork.

The brave fellow was broken hearted at
not finding Hobson and his men. '

Being closer to than the warship. Powell
had seen the firing before daylight, when
the Merrlmac and her aare devil crew, then
well inside Morro castle, were probably
first discovered by the Spaniards.

He also heard an explosion which may
have been caused by Hobson's torpedo. The
ensign was not sure He waited; vainly
hoping to rescue the heroes ot the Merrl-
mac, until he was shelled out by the torts.

The Most
Eminent Physicians

All over the land Endorse and Prescribe the
famous

as the most wonderful remedial agent known for all uric

acid troubles and neglected

to the
in cases of
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The fleet, seeing the launch return,
crowded close In shore to learn the news,
and, learning it, went In closer still, hoping
to draw the Spanish fire, but the forts re-
mained silent.

Inside the hills Inclosing the harbor could
be seen a dense column of moving smoke
as at least one Spanish vessel moved down
the tortuous channel to the harbor mouth.
She did not show beyond Cayo Smith while
the Dauntless remained In sight.

Beyond that her way was blocked by the
hull, sunk just where Hobson

crosswise of the narrow channel.
while the Merrlmac

lay to the buff for her last des-
perate run. she was by tbe As-
sociated Press With hatches
off. gaping cargo ports swung back and

valuable removed save her en-
gines and 2,300 tons of coal, that scarcely
seemed to count in her cavernous hold, she
was not an Inviting

The seven men who were t risk then
lives In her were as cheerful as
on a frolic, despite hours'

and hard work Coxswain
Delgnan, with pride,
the several stations of the firlorn crew;
J. E. Murphy was to cut loose the forward
anchor and Daniel the after one.
and they were then to jump oterboard and
swim to the lifeboat, which was towing
astern. Phillips, Kelly and Cank were to
stop the engines and knock away the
Kingston valves to flood the htld. and Lieu-
tenant Hobson and Charette were to fire
the from the bridle

Words cannot paint the coil,
heroism ot these enlisted men, so

calmly confident of success in their au-

dacious so lmplcltly trustful
in their young lieutenant whi was to lead
them, so oblivious ot except
that they were going in. They did not
speak of coming out. with thi exception of
Delgnan, who said "Oh, I
guess weistand a fair show ol, getting out;
but they can't stop us going In," this last
in a most style as though
going in was the only point worth consid
ering.. So It was to them. ThH was every
day heroism, heroism In ovefalls and on
and coaldust from ankle to yeorow. rat
Hobson, despite his uniform was almost
as dirty and dlsheveiea as us men, witn

hours' growth It beard, eyes
sunken for lack of food ind sleep and
bands as black as a but the
hands were cool and firm Ii their grasp as
though he were going on prade and noth-
ing could dull the Are o those sunken
eyes. Reserved but courteas even to gen-

tleness he spoke briefly d his plans. He
spoke as his men had spden oi going in.
nothing of coming back exept this. Just at
narttog: (

"Now, pardon me, but i .case you gen-

tlemen write ofthis
please don't say anyttag
about its members until ju snow.

Hb accented the last wrd, and the to.
ference was plain until ju know we are
dead, would have Ailed ot the sentence

While the Pes
wa3 on the bridge of te a
young officer from the larblehead came
aboard on business. As t leit ne saia:

"Shall we send you slows over some
We would and can

do it Just as well as nc"
"Never mind about te old

man," Hobson. "but
If you can send some cCee we would be
very glad. Tou see weire swept pretty
clean here, and none c us has had a
drop of coffee since day efore

It was a trivial coming from!

Every person who Is sufferer from nerv
ous diseases should rite the Von Mold
Co., O., : once, and acceptl
their offer of a five Hys' trial treatment
fru of rharsrp. This no C. O. D. or DE
POSIT scheme, but) liberal
made to ifferers by this

concern, rhich is the largest
importer or nervous ana sex
ual diseases in the orld.

The Von Mohl Co. is the sole American
rights for Professor Bwrde's French prep-
aration ot "CalthoT the only remedy
known to science that
will cure irvous debility. This
renieay nas ior yeai Deen usea as a spe-
cific in the Frenchlnd German armies
and since its' lntrodtion Into the United
State has cured my thousands of suf
ferers, and the remkable success of the
remedy In Europe hi been repeated in this
country.

In order to placehls wonderful treat'
ment in the hands oivery person who suf
fers the mental ail physical anguish of
sexual t Von Mohl Co. has
decided to send a frl trial treatment to all
who write at once !he remedy Is sent by
man in a piain paage, ana mere is no
publicity to recelvii It or taking It.

the mlclne there is a full
treatise to plain lanage for you to read
Take the medicine rlvately with perfect
aaieiy, ana a sureure is guaranteed.

Lost vitality cree upon men unawares
Do not deceive voself or remain in ig
norance while you e being dragged down
Dy xnis insidious oiase. o matter what
tne cause may oejrneiner early abuses
excesses or overwc and business cares
the results are th same premature loss
ot sirengin ana miory, emissions, impot

I
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Millions Testify
cases of stomach disorders.

Sold by aS dealers in Wool
Waters, and in cvciy hotel d
dob is America.

great benefit derived from "Londonderry'
Dyspepsia. Gout, Rheumatism, Grave,

Bright's Disease, kindred ailments.
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a man doomed to almost certsi death, tt
seemed to add the last toucbof the pa-
thetic situation, heartbreakln enough la
itself.

HOBSON WAS JN "CO'ENTRY."

For Votur Years at AausapUa He Ha
Hot s Social Aaaoeiat Asaosta-tk- e

Cadets. I

8AN FRANCISCO, June .A naval of-

ficer who was a classmatfof Lieutenant
Hobson, the hero of Sanago, spoke to-

night ot the young officer's followsr
"When Hobson was In lis fourth class

year, an order was Issue that cadets in
authority should be earful to reporting;
their own classmates a in the perform-
ance of any other duty. Hobson was lead-
er of a section and reyrted some of the
members for some bitten of discipline
Thereupon the class pt Hobson to 'Co-
ventry,' that is, hewafostracised, none of
his classmates speakUT to nun or having
anything to do wlthhlm. Hobson them
buckled right down his books and by
the end of his secod class year was at
the head ot his clas Then they decided
to revise their Judgjent, but Hobson said:
No, gentlemen, yothave got on without

me these three yeas and I'll manage to
worry along withot you for the remain-
ing year.' And he 65- - For four years this
young man bad Pt a social associate
among any of theiadets at the academy;
He never spoke a cadet without ad-
dressing him as Jr."and Insisting on the
same treatment, Ji his first class year he
was a 'four strlpr or the cadet to com-

mand of the batallon, and never before
had there been i better drilled or more
efficient lot of odets.
'"He was a snail man physically and

the resort to personal violence to 'get
even' was desed those under him. as
cadet' sense o' honor would not permit
the appeal to arms where the odds were
so raeyen. Tie officials, ot course, knew
of Hobson's courage, and this with the
fact that hes now on Admiral Sampson's
staff probacy had much to do with his)
choice for tie work he so bravely accom-
plished." 4

i

Londo Haa Praise far Hobaost.
LONDOtf, June 8. All the papers refer

to terms' of the highest praise to Naval
Constitutor Hobson's daring exploit at
Santiag da Cuba, but some doubts are
thrownupon the statement that the Merrl-
mac Sf completely blocks the channel as
the Anerican reports Indicate

em VaveU SaeamaaeartB.
8BOALIA, MO., June Se-d-

camp No. It, Woodmen ot the World,
this afternoon held memorial services and
unveiled a monument erected to the mem-
ory st W. C. Hue. while Queen City grove
No. 1. Woodmen Circle, unveiled ana
erected to the memory of Mrs. J. W. Brown.
Representatives or tne two orders were
present from several neighboring towns.

Bora Drowacsl 'While Batatas?.
RPRTNOF1ELD. ILL.. Jnna s Henrr

Trttter, IS years of age. ot Clear Lake, and
Charles Anderoster. 19 years, of Riverton.
were drowned this afternoon while bathing
to the Sangamon river. Trotter's body has
oeen recoverea.

A fOO.OOO Fire ta Philadelphia.
PHILADELPHIA. June 5 The buildincr

and stock of George B. Ivans, wholesale
snd retail druggist and dealer In fancy- -

articles, at 11 Chestnut street, were dam-
aged by fire to the extent ot about
150.000.

Mes Litorfe's Mirrclou

Frcflci Prepirttion ftr
Lort Hubert.

For Pirfecl Manhood

.aflsaVpSlIsBBT
FJB-Oays'Treatm-enl

SEIT FREE
,ency, varicocele and shrunken parts. This
specific remedy will cure you at any stage
before epilepsy results, with ensuing con-
sumption and Insanity. "Caithos" goes di-
rectly to the seat of the trouble, no matter
of how long standing, and the patient feels
the benefits of the first day's treatment
In five days the medicine sent tree will
make you feel like a new man.

The Von Mohl Co. often receives the
most astonishing testimonials from per-
sons who have taken only five days' treat-
ment. They have thousands of testimonials
from those who have been permanently
cured after having been given up by doc-
tors, misled and ruined In health by dis-
reputable medical schemers, and when they
had given up their last hope for health andhappiness. No sensible person will permit
his name to be used for a testimonial as an
admission that he bad any of the diseases
for which the preparation of "Caithos" Is aspecific cure. Some Irresponsible adver-
tisers are using "made-up- " testimonials
but the Von Mohl Co. invariably declines
to make public the names or correspond-
ence of any patients who have been curedby "Caithos."

Five days' treatment will be placed Inyour hands tree of cost, and you are ear-
nestly urged for your own sake to send for
it without delay. Write y and sendyour address. It is not necessary to give
embarrassing details of your symptoms
The book accompanying the five days
treatment will enable you to take tbe med-
icine in private and treat yourself suc-
cessfully at home It costs nothing to try
this remedy. It may cost you a great deal
to let this offer go by. Write y. Ad-
dress THE VOK MOHI, CO, M M. Clavclnaatt, Ohlev (Sole American agenta
mad importers of 'standard preparations


