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1S VERY REFRESHING

Dr. Talmage, ia This Discourse, S¢
Represents Religion.

He lavites All the World to Come and
Receive N—Christ's Bteraal
Veountains Satisfy the
Soml,
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1 this discourse Dy, Talmage repre-
acnts religion as s great refreshment,
and imvites all the worid lo come and
reccive It; lex:, Lenesis, #:8 “We
capnotl uptil all the fucks be gnthered
together and till they roil the stome
from the well's mouth; then we water
the sheep.”

A wscene in Mesopotamia. beautifully
pastoral. A well of water of great
value in that region. The ficldsaround
sbout iL white with three flocks of
sheep lying down waiting for the wa-
tering. 1 hear their bicating coming
on the bright air and the laughter of
young men and maldens indulging in
rustic repartee. I look off, and | see
other flocks of sheep coming. Mean-
while Jacob, a stranger, on the inter-
esting errand of looking for a wile,
comea 10 the well. A beautiful shep-
herdess comes 1o 1he same well. | see

her approaching, followed by her fa-
ther's sheep. I wax a memorabie
mesting. Jacob married that shep
herdess. The Bible aceount of it is3
“Jacob kissed Rachel aad (ifted up his
voice and wept,” 11 has ainays been a

mystery to me what he found to ery
sbout! But that
curred Jacob accosts theshepherdsand

asks them why they posipone the

slaking of the thirst of their sheep

and why they did not immediately pro-

ceed to water them. The shepherds

reply to the effect: “Weare all good

neighbors, and a8 8 matter of conr-

tesy we walt until all the theep of the

neighborhood come np. Besides that.

this stone on the well's mouth is some-

what heavy, and several of us take hold

of it and push il aside, and then the

buckets and the troughs are filled and

the sheep are satisfled.” “We capnot

wuntil all the flocks are gathered to-
gether and till they roll the stone from

the well's mouth; then we water the

sheep”

Ob, this is a thirsty world! Hot for
the head, and blistering lor the feet,
and parching for the tongue. The
world's great want is & cool, refresh-
ing, satisfying draft. We wander
around and we find the cistern empty.
Long and tedious drought has dried
up the world's fountain, but een-
turies ago & Shepherd, with crook in
the shape ol a cross and feetl cul to
the bleeding, cxplored ‘the desert pas-
sages of the world and one day came
scross # well @ thousand feet deep,
bubblivg sud Lright and opalescent,
and locked to the north,and the sonth,
and the east, and the west, and eried
sut with a volee sirong and musieal,
that rang throogh the ages: “Ho,
everyoue thet thirsteth, come ye (o the
waters!"”

Now a great flock of sheep to-day
guther around this Gospel well. There
srea great many thirety souls. Iwon-
der why the flocks of all nations do
not gather,why so many stay thirsty,
and while I am wondering about it my
texi breaks forth in the explanation,
#eying: “\Ve cznnot notil all the flocks
be gathered together and Ull they roll
the stone from the well's mouth; then
swe waler the sheep™

If a berd of swine come to a well,
Ahey angrily jostle each other for the
precedence; if a drove of cattle come

before sCvpe  or-

4o a well, they book each other back |

from the water, but when a flock of
sheep come, though a hundred of them
thall be disappointed, they only ex-
“press it by sad bleating, they come to-
&ether peaceably. We want a great
‘muititude to come around the Gospel
well, I kpow there are those who do
not like a crowd: they think a erowid
is vulgar. 1f they are oppressed for
room in church, it makes them posi-
tively impatient and beiligerent. We
have had people permanently leave
church because so many other people
came to it. Not ro did these oriental
shepherds. They waited until all the
flocks were gathered, and the more
flocks that came the better they liked
it. And =0 we ought to be anxious
that all the people shonld come. (o
out iuto the highways and the hedges
and compel them to come io,

there is in Christ.

eterpal illumination.

Go to
the rich and tell them they are indi
gent without the Gospel of Jesus, Go
to the poor and tell them the affinence
Go to the bilnd
and {ell them of the toueh that gives
Go to the lame

white snd black. Come, red men of
the lorest. Come Laplander, oul
of the spow. Come Patagosian, out of
the sonth. Comame idurs. Come past-
irg Gader palta leates, Come ORe.
Come all. Comme go®. Asat thiswell
of Mesopotamia Joood aod Raebel
were betrothed, sothis moraing at this
wel” of saivathon Christ, our Shepherd,
will meel You comisg up with yon:}nq'
flocks of eares and anxieties, and He
will streteh out His hand in pledge
of His affection, while all Heaven will
ery ont: “Behold, the bridegroom
cometh! Go we oul 1o meet him!™

You notice that this well of Mesc~
poiamna i m stone on i, which
must be remoaved hefore the sheep
could be watered, and | §ad on the
well of saivation te-day impediments
and obstacles which must be reo-
moved in order thal you may oblala
the refreshment and Jife of this gos-
pel. In your cuse the impediment is
pride of heart. You cannot bear to
come to so democratic a fountain;
you do mot want fo come with so
many ‘others. i is ms though you
were thirsly and you were invited to
slake your thirst at the town pump
instead of sitting in a parlor sipping
out of & chased chalice which has
just been lifted from a silver salver.
Not %0 many publicans and sinners.
You want to get to Heaven, buil you
must be in & specinl ear, with your
feet on & Turkish ottoman and a
band of music on board the train.
You do not wwant to be in company
with rustic Jacob and Rachel and be
drinking out of the founiuin where
10,000 sheep have been drinking be-
fore you. You vil have to remove
the obstacle of pride or never find
your way to the well. You will have
to come as we came, willing to take
the water of elemal life in any way
and at any hand and in any kind of a
pitcher, erying out: “0b, Lord Je-
sus, | am dying of thirst! Give me
the water of eternal life, whether in
trough or goblet! Give me the wa-
ter of life! [ care nmot in waal it
comes to me." Away with all your
hindrances of pride from the well's
month!

Here is another man who is kept
back from the water of life by the
stone of an obdurate beart which
lies over the mouth of the well. You
have no more feeling upon this sub-
ject than if God had yet to do you
the first kindoess or you had to do
Giod the first wrong. ESeated on His
Insp all these years, His everlasting
arms sheltering you, where is your
gratitude? Where in your morning
and evening prayer? Where are your
consecrated lives? [ say to you, &=
Daniel said to Belshnzear: “The God
in whose hand thy breath is, and all
thy way, thou hast pot glorified.”
It you tremted anybody as badly as
you have treated God, you would have
made 506 apologies; ysa, your whole
life would have been an apology.
Three times a day you have been
sealed ot God's table. Spring, sum-
mer, autumn and winter He has ap-
propriately appareled you. Your
health from Him, yonr companion

from Him, your children from Him,
your home from Him, all the bLright
surroundings of your life from Him.

Oh, man, what dost thou with that
hard heart? Canst thon not feel one
throb of gratitude toward fhe God
that made you, and the Christ who
came to redeem you, and the Holy
Ohost who has all these years been
importuning you? I{ you could sit
down five minutes under the tree
of a Saviour’s martyrdom and feel

His lifeblood trickling on your fore-

head and cheek and hands, methinks

you would get spme appreciation of

what you owe to a crucified Jesun.
Heart of stoge, misat, reieat,

| Touched by Jesus' cross, subdued;

Bes His body mangled, rent.

Covered with a gore of blood.

Binful soul, what hast thou done?

Crucified the Eternal Son!

There are mén who are perfeetly
discontented. Unhappy in the past,
unhappy to-dar. 1o be unhappy for-
ever, unless you come to this Gospel
well. This satisfies the sonl with a
high, deep. all absorbing and eternal
satisfaction, 1t comes, and it offers
the most unforinnate mun so much of
this world ss is best for him, and
throws a1l Meaven into the bargain.
The wealth of Croesus and all the
Rothsehilds is only a poor, miserable
shilling compared with the etérnal for-
funes that Christ offers you to-day.
In the far cast there was o king who
used onee a year to get on the seales,
while on the other gide the senles were
placed gold and silver and gems—in-
deed, enough were placed there to
balance the king. Then, at the close
of the weighing, all those treasures
were thrown among the populace. But
Christ to-loy steps on one gide the

the treasures of the universe, and He

seales, and on the other side are all

and tell them of the joy that will make
the lame man leap like a hart, Gather
gll the sheep off all the mountains,
None 8o torn of the dogs, none so sick,
pone 50 worried, none so dying as to
be omitted, Why not gather a great
floek? All this city is a flock, all New
York Is a flock, all London is 8 flock,
all the world is a flock.

This well of the Gospel is deep
enough to put out the burning thirst
of the 1,600,000.000 of the race. Do
not let the ehureh by a spirit of ex-
clusiveness keep the world out, Let
down all the bars, swing open all the
gates, seatter all the invitations
“Whosoever will, let him come.” Come,

ies of the Gospel

have escaped. Compare your

jon!
right now? Twao cups placed in you
hands, the one a sweet cup,
other & sour cup.
a cup of grief. Which has been th
nearent
which have yon the more {requentl

says: “All are yours; all height, all
depth, all breadth, all eternity—allare
yours,” We do not appeciate the prom-

Come also to this Gospel well, all have run all aronnd the earth, hoping
ye troubled. I do not supposs you
view
of this life at 15 years of age with
what your siew is of it at 40 or 680
or 70, What a great contrast of opin-
Were you right then or are you

the
A cup of joy and

to being full, and out of

¥ o |

s Whst & Qiffefeni place the
:z:::;hm-wmuwuml
mh-—wynu.grlndehy!n-
provement, and you went out on the ‘
pleasure excursion, and you Tan|

up the mound, and you

eriticised in a light way the epitaph.
Fut sinoe the day when you heard the |
bell toll at the gaie when you went
in with the provession it is & sad
piace, and there is a flood of rush-
fng memories that suffuse, the eye
and overmaster the heart. Oh, ym:
have had trouble, trouble, trouble!
God only knows how much you have
pad. It is & wonder you have been

1 five through it

.t;: Itocﬂnhl gather all the griefs of
all sorts from these crowded streets
and could put them [n one scroll,
peither man nor angel could endure
the recitation. Well, what do you
want? Would you like Ln have your
ty back again? “No" you say
f?mmm man; “I was beeoming
arrogant, and 1 think that .l' why
the Lord took it away. I don’t want
te hawve my properiy back.” }\el!.
woun! you have your departed friends
back again? “Noo Yo EAY; A |
couldn t take the responsibility of
bringing them from a tearless realm

to a realm o: tears. I conldn't do it.” | —

Well, then, what do you want? A
thousand voices in the audiemce ory
out: “Comfort. Give us comfort!™
For that reason | have rolled away
the stope from the well's mouth.
Come, all vy wounded of the flock.
pursued of the wolves, come to the
fountain where the Lord's sick and
bereft omes have come. “Ah" says
some one, “yon are not old enough to
understand my sorrows, You have
not been in the world as long as I
have, and you can’t talk to me about
my misfortunes in the time of old
age.” Well, I may not have lived as

long az you, but I have been a great J-“'; s v “

deal amosg old people, and I know L g MRt L 3

how they feel about their falling T . 5 Fe 0 ol S8
health and about their departed = <o armesiH - b S 4R LMD | oy M e B
friends zad about the loneiiness that :
sometimes strikes through their Th Inte ti l Gy l d]&
| The rnational Cyclopae

After two peraons have lived to-
gether for 40 or 30 years and one is
taken away, what desolation! 1 shall
not forget the ery of Dr. De Witt, of
New York, when he stood by the open
grave of his beloved wife and after

“Farewell, my honored, faithful and
beloved wife. The bond that bound
ug is severed. Thon art in glory, and
I am here on earth. We shail meet
again. Farewell, farewell!™

You get a little worried for fear that
some time you will come to want, do
yon? Your children and grandchil-
dren sometimes speak a little sharp to
you because of your ailments. The
Lord will not speak sbarp. Do you
think you will come to want? What
do you think the Lord is? Are His
grannries empty? Will He feed the
raven and the rabbit and the lon in
the desert. and forget you? Why, nat-
gralists tell us that the porpoise will
pot forsake its wounded and sick mate,
And do you suppose the Lord of Heaven
and carth has not as mach sympathy
as the fiah of the sea? But you say:
“I am #0 near worn out, and 1 am of
ao use to God any more.™ Ithionk the
Lord knows whether yon are of any
more use or not. If you were of no
more use, He would have taken you
before this. Do you think God has for-
gotten you because He has taken care
of you 70 or 80 years? He thinks more
of you to-day than He ever did, be-
cause you think more of him, May |
the God of Abraham and Isanc and Ja-
cob and Paul the aged be your God for-
ever! But I gatherallthe promisesto-
day in a group,snd 1 ask the shepherds
1o drive their flocks of lambs and sheep
{ up to the sparkling supply. “Behold,
| happy is the man whom God correct-
eth.” “Though He cause grief, yet will
He hare compassion.” “Many are the
affictions of the righteous, but the
Lord delivereth him out of them all.”
“Werping may endure for a night, bus
joy cometh in the morning.” 1 am !
determined that no one shall go out of i
this house uncomforted. Yonder s |
n timid and shrinking soul who seems |
to hide away from the consolationa 1
am uttering as a child with a sora |
hand hides awny from the physician |
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ta soothe you with the thought of
Heaven.

However talkative we may
be, there will come a time when the

el o B

stoutest and most emphaticinterrogas |

tion will evoke from us no answer. As -+

soon as we have closed our lips for
the final silence no power on earth

can break that tacitarnity. But where,

0 Christian, will be your spirit? In
a scene of infipite gladomess, The

| spring morning of Heaven waving its

blossoms in the bright air. Victors
fresh from battie showing their scars,
sorrow struck

joy. 1n one group Goo and angelsand
the redeemed, Paul and Silas, Latimer
and Ripley, 1saiah and Jeremiah, Pay-
son and John Milton, Gabriel and Mi-
chael the archangel. Long line of
choristers reaching across the hills,
Seas of joy dashing to the white beach.
Conquerors marching from gate to
gate. Yon among them. Oh, what
a great flock God will gather around
the celestial well. No stone on the
well's mouth while the Shepherd wa-
ters the sheep, There Jacob will ree-
ognize Rachel the shepherdess. And
stending on one side of the well of
eternal raptare your children, and
standing on the other side of eternal
rapture your Christian aneestry. You
will be bounded on all sides by » joy
so keen and grand that no other warld
bas ever been permitted to expe-
rience it. Out of thai ope deep well
of Heaven the Shepherd will dip re-
pnion for the bereaved, wealth for the
poor, health for the sick, rest for the
weary. And then all the flock of the
Lord's sheep will lie down fn the green
pastures, and world without end we
will praise the Lord that on this sum-

iest he touch (he wound too roughly, | mer Sabbeth morning we were per-
and the mother has to go and compel | mitted to study the story of Jacoband

the little patieut to come out and see
the physician. 8o ] come to your
timid and shrinking soul to-day “and
compe! you to come out in the pres-
ence of the Divine Physician. He will
not hurt you. He has been healing
wounds for many years, and He will
give you gentle and omniputent medi-
cament.

But people, when they have trouble,
go anywhere rather than to God. De
Quinecey took opium to get rid of his
troubles. Charles Lamb took to
punch. Theodore Hook took to some=
thing stronger. Edwin Forrest took
to theatrical dissipation. And men

in the quick transit to get away from
their misfortunes. It has been a dead
failure. Thereis only one well that
can slake the thirst of an afMicted
spirit, and that is the deep and inex-
haustible well of the Gospel.
r But some one In the audience saym
“Notwithstanding all you have sald
this morniug, I find no alleviation for
»  my troubles.” Well, 1 am not th rough
yet, 1 have left the most potent con-

Bachel at the well
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