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Written by a Veteran of Price wnat longed to sheib.vs brigade

Camp at Oak Grove.

MEN FOUGHT AGAINST GREAT ODDS.

I f Mmhpr Pr,.Hnmin.ipHWi.n . rounded. soon we saw the
" ' - . ....... " f. -

Leaving Old Homestead.

" I do not remember whether we

The following interesting war story ordered to charge whether it was

consent of the men; theycommontaken from the last issue of the
tiptoed their stirrups and gather d

Oak Grove Banner. was read slrength mlghty
before the Oak Grove camp of confed- - gjanti and criarged the ng federal
erate veterans ten years by flankSt it was a of that
George Ab. Campbell and reproduced will sunj, ,n song story. The
in Banner recently special L,aut wings 0f the federal columns
request.

THE STORY.

'Thirty-fou- r years ago you and I

took our Dosition and played our part
in a great upheaval that took place In

that year. We stood upon our then
broad-spreadin- g prairies in the bloom

of young manhood. When the war
cloud was lowering and was soon to
burst in blood and tears; when the

wild blast of the bugle called to arms,
we rallied from prairies hills. To

the heavy tramp of horsemen and the
solemn tread of the Infantry, the
unfurling of the banner to the breeze

of the new born republic our beloved

Dixie land, my mind runs back with

flowing remembrance and with sad-

ness well, as I think of the many

marches, the trying scenes of war,

when worn and weary as we plodded

along, some of us humming a pleasing
song, while others were gleeful under

the most trying scenes.
"One of the most glowing periods

of the war to me was Gen. Trice's
retreat from Missouri. Our company

left the army at Lexington and came
home after an absence of over two

years. The greeting that no one but
the true-hearte- d can describe, the

of grasping the hands of the dear ones

of home, yet there was one ab ive all

others mother, dear mother whom

the grave had hidden from my sight
forever in this world. All seemed

love, yet desolation has set up his

throne in the absence of her who

above all others my heart yearned to

meet. After staying at the dear old

homestead three davs. met to

return to the army. As we ascended

ihc top of the hill at Chapel Hill, 1

we

we

lingered behind, and as I stood upon

the rocky ledges I could the dear
homestead in the dim distance. A

thousand tender memories tilled my

heart I thought as 1 gazed it might

be my last look at home, and I burst
into tears and wept like a child. 1

lingered behind until I could suppress

my emotion.
"To give a description of what fol-

lowed will take a readier pen than
mine. We passed through Jackson

lounty, where but three years before
j 'stu! id happy homes: nothing but chim-

neys, that stood sentinels stand-

ing guard over the vast wilderness of

waste, with nothing to break the
silence of the solitude but the hooting
owl and the howl of the wolf. Deso-

lation reigned supreme. We caught
up with the army south of Pleasant

Hill. March, march, for two nights
and one day, until about 2 o'clock

the second night, we stopped and
slept about two hours.

"Just before day we were aroused

by the roar of the Sharps rifles that
were pressing our' rear. 'Fall into
line, men, fall into line; the enemy is

pressing our rear!' We mounted on

jaded horses more dead than alive.

When we reached the prairie the sun
was just coming up, and so were the
Yankees. After falling back some

live or six miles Gen. Mannaduke and

t.en. Cabel's men had formed into
line, or battle and waited the coming

of the blue coats. Instead of

attacking them in front, they threw
out flanking columns the right and
left Hanks and charged them from

both flanks and in front. They stood

as were in the jaws of death, and
then ensued a hand to hand eonllict

The shout of the victors and the cry
of the vanquished! The angel ' of

death seemed to .,have ascended to the
'hill Ima mid had pi'orit'd Rti emnire in

save the lives of their men. But the
bulk of them were heroes that could
die but not surrender, so they cut
their way out. All the artillery but

was vapturcu. ucu. ouuiu; o men

crossed "over Mime creek and took,
position on the hill south of little
skirt of timber. The flank BY OUR OF SAM
game was played on us, and before

were aware of it we were sur- -
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swayed back like they were turning
on hinges to let such heroes pass. The

black plume of Col. Elliott was seen

in the thickest of the fray, leading

his men to escape or death One of

the bravest of the brave, of. Co. I,

James Hedges, had his horse killed

under him as he went out. Wm.

Price turned round and told him to

jump on ' behind him. He made the

effort but failed. He told Price to

save himself. Hedges faced about,

commenced to fire his pistol, and kept

shooting until they were in twenty
feet of him. When he had spent his

last load he cried, 'Sirs, I surrender; I

have shot my last load at you. One

of the federals said 'kill him,' but

another federal, as brave as he was

gallant, cried out, 'I will kill the man

that attempts to kill that young man.'

This was told me by a union soldier

who saw it. We were completely

demoralized. I did not see but one of

our company until late that night.

We could look forward for miles and

see our in full retreat, and to

look back, it made my heart sick.

The victorious army in full pursuit,
we could hear cheer after cheer from

the pursuing hosts. About one hour

before sundown Col. Jackman charged

them and drove them back one mile,

doubling up their front. I stood on

top of a hill and watched the brave

men struggling against such odds,

and have often wished that I could

have claimed part of the honor they

deserved. The next morning before

daybreak fire was set to wagon loads

of powder. It lit up the heavens for

miles around, and the earth seemed

to tremble. Nothing of importance
occurred until we reached Newtonia

on the 20th of October. Gen. Price

made his last stand. The men were

all dismounted but Elliott's and

Trvin's men. Elliott's on the left

wing and our's on the right; the (lis

mounted men in the center behind a

stone fence. The second Colorado

cavalry was attempting to fusilade

our men behind the stone fence. Our

ginient was ordered to drive them

back. We took oil our coats and
buckled them to our saddles to pre

pare ourselves for the mighty contest

The order was given to charge. We

leaned forward in our saddles with

spur In the horses Hanks, and with a

cheer we ascended the top or me
ridge. We were greeted with a rain

of canister and grape shot, like

storm cloud. The brave Colorado

brigade began to reel like a drunken

man. Just here I will have to stop

for a Sharps rifle ball struck me and

an old gray-heade- d member of this
lodge, who is a lion In combat and

has a heart as big as a mule, carried

me back to the rear. the second

Colorado was punished and driven

back one-ha- lf mile.

"In conclusion, let us keep the
names of those who fell in the lost

cause green in our memunes, uui
al ow the ruthless hand of time to
sprinkle the (lust and ashes of forge t-- f

ulness over our hearts. An elapse of

thirty-tw- o years finds us old, gray-heade- d

men, our footsteps once so

bold and fearless now feeble, and

realizing that we too must soon pass

away. But let us live so that when

we have answered the hist roll-ca- ll

and get marching orders for the better
land, that we can pass over the river

and rest under the shade of the tree
of life, where no battle-Hag- s are tin-furl-

and peace reigns supreme
forever.". . - -

wkv short hour. . Gewvbk-Ed- . if it, Is not. iu this pp?r,,)t dlda'j
".'rt-adu- kc surrendered ia mercy to has; pen.

RAILROAD ASSESSMENTS IN THE STATE.

Missouri's Record Compared With

Iowa and Kansas

SECRETARY SJATE,

Interesting Facts for Tax-Pay- ers Showing Which Party
Discriminates in Matter.

Secretary of State Sam B. Cook

makes a comparison of railroad assess-

ments in Missouri with the assess-

ment of this class of property by the
republican states of Illinois, Iowa and
Kansas the subject of the second

chapter of his political hand-book- '.

The figures which are taken from

the official records make specially in-

teresting reading for s.

The charge is made in each cam-paig-

says Mr. Cook, by hired repub-

lican stump speakers that the state
board of equalizatlan, which is com

posed of the governor, secretary of

state, auditor, treasurer and attorney
general, in discharge of their sworn

duty discriminate in favor of corpora

tions in fixing assessments.
This is a serious accusation, and If

true should drive from public life

every man who Is thus faithless to
public trust.

Let us look at the records and see if

the charge is true. The democratic
party challenges a comparison of rec-

ords on this important subject as well

as in all other matters pertaining to
the conduct of state affairs.

What are the facts?

THE REPUBLICAN RECORD

The record show that during the
six years the republicans were in
power In Missouri, the railroads were

nermitted to escape taxation alto- -

gether.
Taxes were high in those days

people were sorely embarrassed

to meet the demands of the state, but
these great corporations were permit
ted to go scot-fre- e.

Not a republican newspaper nor a
republican orator has ever had the
fairness to mention this chapter in

the history of their party nor the
courage to attempt an explanation of
such gross official favoritism.

THE DEMOCRATIC RECORD.

Now let us look at the democratic
record.

The assessment of railroad property
In Missouri has steadily increased un
der democratic control until it reached
last year a tottl of 82,70.",12.".29.

This is exclusive of street railways
and railroad bridges, which swell the
total to H0,ii7 1,478 1)1

From nothing undr republican rule
to over $80,000,000 under democratic
miiiKuremeiit is the record the repub
lican party managers must face.

Tim railroads of Missouri, including
all branch lines, no.v bear an average
assessment of 1 1,430 per mile. Cer
tainly if Missouri's democratic olliciais

have been faithless in assessing rail-

roads, our intelligent and solicitous

republican friends can point to some

republican state which would serve as

an object lesson In well doing.

COMPARED WITH REPUBLICAN STATES.

Missouri is bounded on the east,
north and west by republican states.
Many of our railway systems traverse
all four of these great states.
souri certainly has none the best of

either in railroad development. A

comparison of the four states, theref-

ore, gives the relative merits of their
respective assessments.

The official figures for 1000 make

the following showing:

Illinois, ner mile $ 7. '120
j I

Kansas, per mile (1,870

Iowa, per mile 4,!Kl
Missouri,' per mile 11,430

Sn if democratic

That of Illinois,

same B.

armv

But

The

Mis

COOK.

is $11,430 the assessment of the main
lines, such as the Missouri Pacific,
Wabash, Burlington, F.ock Island,
Frisco, M. K. &. T., Santa Fe and
Chicago & Alton, range all the way

from $13,000 to $19,000 per mile.
If our republican friends are sincere

and want to be fair, let us compare
the assessment of these main lines in
Missouri with the valuation fixed by

the republican states in which the
roads or operated.

THE BURL1XOTON.

The Burlington, for Instance, oper
ates In all four of the states. The
following table tells its own story:

Illinois, value per mile $ 9,001

Kansas, value per mile 7,000

Iowa, value per mile 11,229

Missouri, value per mile 15,226

Nearly twice as much in Missouri as
in Illinois; more than twice as much
in Missouri as in Kansas, and a third
more in Missouri than in Iowa.

THE WABASH.

The Wabash does not operate in
Kansas, so we will have to omit that
state from this table:

Illinois, value per mile $ 7,355

Iowa, value per mile 3,021

M issouri, value per mile 18,493

THE MISSOURI PACIFIC

But this comparison, bad as it is for
the republi' ans, is not. all. ...The Mis-

souri Pacitic operates in Missouri and
Kansas, and here are the figures:

Kansas, value per mile $ 7,492

Missouri, value per mile 19,011

THE CHICAGO & ALTON.

And then here is another compari
son that tells the same story. The
Chicago & Alton operates in Missouri
and Illinois. Its lines in the latter
state are greatly enhanced in worth
by the immense value of Its terminal
facilities in the city of Chicago. The
Alton's line In Missouri Is a mere
branch as compared to Its Illinois
property. Here is the record for
this road:

Illinois, value per mile $ 9,549

Missouri, value per mile 18,704

THE STREET RAILWAYS.

But there is still another record
which the republicans will be very
slow in bringing to public attention
Prior to the year of 1808, the stree
railways or this state were assesssed

by the local assesswrs, the state hoard
of eouali.at Ion making its iirst assess

ment of this property that year. Let
us compare the records of the repub-

lican olliciais of St. Louis with that of
the democratic state board of equali-

zation.
The state board last year assessed

the street railways of St.' Louis at
$18,675,516 11.

The records of the assessor's ofltee

for the city of St. Louis show that the
street railways of that city were as
sessed by the local republican assessor
for the year 1897 at $5,558,920.

So It will be seen the democratic
officials were not content with doub-

ling the assessment made by the re-

publicans, but they trebled it.
HOW MISSOURI RANKS.

Instead, therefore, of the records

sustaining the republican campaign

charge that the democrats have dis

criminated in favor or me ranroaus in

making assessments, they show:

Firl. -- That the republicans of Mis-

souri failed to impose one dollar of
Missouri IniS bi en .,..,. ,. , u... ,,in,.r:i1lnnsi rinrimr thr'ti mi..", nfijviwii."... ......

faithless in tne assessment oi i"1'-- ; entire six years of their power
roads, what is to he said of republican j

second --That the democrats
where the valuation per mile 'cre.lsC(1 the assessment ol this prop-i- s

$3,704 less, or of republican Kansas, erty f,.(lin m)tujncr to over 82, 000,000.
where the valuation per mile is Third That democratic Missouri

4,")G0 less, or of stalwart republican asscsses railroad property 48 per cent
Iowa, where the valuation per mile Is hKllcr than republican Illinois.
6,449 lcsi? Fourth That democratic Missouri

comparihon tuf main links. ns.ses.ses railroad property 00 per cent

lint this Is not all. ' While "the hlhcr than lepublican Kaasas..

higher than rock-ribbe- d republican
Iowa.

Sixth That the democratic state
board of equalization assesses the
street railways of St. Louis more than
200 per cent higher than the repub
lican city officials.

County Reading Circle.
The Lafayette County Reading Cir-

cle will meet at Odessa Saturday,
April 12 and the following programme
will be observed.

PRACTICAL NATURE 9TCDT.
1. "Plant Life for Spring Study."

Miss Bertha McElroy
2- - "Animal Life for ISprlng Study."

Miss Ursula Branch.
Discussion: Miss Maggie M. Spears.

3. "Nature Worn in Rural Schools."
J. M Williamson.

LITERATURE.

I. "The Bunker Hill Monument

Supt. L. J. Mitchell.
Discussion: Supt. W. C. Scoring.
"Self Reliance."

Mls9 Mary BryaD.

3. "The Merchant of Venice."
Miss Mary McClelland.

Discussion: Miss Ethel Dawson.
Let everybody come prepared to

discuss the above subjects and make
this the best meeting of the year.

Jos. Kukhls, Pres.
Phillips, Sec'y.

Citizens Ticket.
The citizens ticket won at Hig- -

glr.sville Tuesday by majorities
ranging from 117 to 167. The fol

lowing officers were elected:
Daniel Hoefer, mayor, over

Holland. Majority 167.

Jackson, police judge, over
Plattenburg. Majority 119.

John Fortner, marshal, over Will
Mount. Majority 132.

IIutchasoD, collector, over
S. Williamson. Majority 121.

Jos. Layne, assessor, over
William Bunch. Majority 117.

Fred Newman, alderman first ward,
over lireckenridge. Majority o.

Wilks, alderman second ward,
over Geo. Payne. Majority

Otto Korthanks, alderman third
ward, over Alouzo Barnes. Majority
48

C. A.

E. W.

C. W.

II. Y.

W. W.

R.
W.

M.

J. E.
T. 16.

Geo. A. Chamblin and Sara J.
Klelnschmidt were elected members
of the school board.

Birthday Entertainment
Mrs. John Morrison gave her twins,

little Miss Elizabeth and Master
William Morrison, a birthday supper
Wednesday evening, to which a large
number of their little friends were
Invited. The supper was followed by

a box pany at the New Grand. Lt

was a royal occasion for i lie urchins
and to say they enjoyed both suppe

ad theatre is putting it mildly.

for the

ton and Loin
were elected on Tuesday of tliis week

a- follows:

nireotors Elected.
Thirteen directors Le.xltig

Building association

W. G. MeCausbtnd. T. J. Baudon

Charles W. Loomls, George Mutchi
s in, Louis Grata, Waller B. Wacldell

J. 11. Moorehead, August Egle, Jo

seph L Lontz,' Henry Sinauer, Isaac
O. llavs. Albert Winkler, and J. G

Crenshaw.

School Election.

At the annual school election, held

Tuesday, Messrs. B. T. John an

George P. Venable were

directors. The vote on the Increased

tax levy was 65 for and 26 against
Sixteen voters declared themselves

favorable to county supervision, while

58 voted against.

Bast-hal- l Monday.

An Interesting game of baseball
will be played at the academy campus

Monday afternoon between the Elks

and the W. M. A. The proceeds wi

go into the exchequer of the Elks for

the benefit of that lodge. This nam

will he worth H"iiig to see and there
will doubtless be a lare attendance

Annual Stallion Show.

On next Monday the annual stati-

on s(io.v of Lafayette county will be

held at Lexington, There will no

doubt be a larue alland-ii- and the
day will prove an Interesting one to

horse owners.

The biggest Joke In this section of

average usesMd value r mile, in-- .' Fifth--Th- at democratic ..Mtawurl country is Connor, the Kansas' at?
(.'hiding!! toner-.- linear railroad. property-13o''i- nt' water;prophet;.""',!"'"'" ''" ;
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Point Raised That Will Interest
American Historians.

VESSEL BRINGING PILGRIM FATHERS

la Doubt The Iconoclast Asks

Perplexing- - Questions.

Many

IE. J. Carpenter, la the Bonton Trmiseript.
There is an iconoclastic spirit abroad

which delights in destroying or muti-

lating our most cherished traditions.
It is in just such spirit' that the ques-

tion is raised: Did the pilgrims come

to this country in the Mayflower?
At first thought, such a question Is

shocking to the patriotic as well as to
the historic sense. Such a question
has never before been raised to
raise it seems almost a blasphemy.

nd yet, given as we are in the pres- -

nt day to critical researches into de

tails of our colonial history, it is cer-

tainly not an impropriety to discuss

the question of the vehicle by which
our pilgrim fathers reached these
shores, and the authority upon which
we have set the Mayflower before us
as an object of veneration. A little

olume entitled "Mayflower Essays,'
written by the Rev. G. C. Blaxland,
at one time domestic chaplain to the
bishop of London, and as such custo-

dian for some years of the original
Bradford manuscript, contains a
brief note, in which attention is call-

ed to the remarkable fact that in no

place in his narrative does Governor
Bradford record the name of the ves

sel in which the first party of Ply

mouth colonists made their voyage.

An examination of the history shows

this statement to be correct. Brad- -

ord's description of the two ships in

which the colonists set sail is exceed- -

ngly meager.

tt length, after much traveel and

these debats, all things were got

ready and provided. A small ship of

some sixty tune was bought and fit

ted in Iloland, which was intended as

to serve to help to transport them, so

to stay in ye cuntrie and atend upon
fishing and shuch other affairs as

might be for ye good & benefit of ye

colonic when they came ther. An-

other was hired In London, of burden
9 score; and all other things gott in
readiness. . . Thus hoysing saile,
with a prosperous winde they came in

short time to Southampton, wher

they found the bigger ship come from
London, lying ready, with all the rest

of the company . . All things be

ing now ready, V every busiue.ss dis-

patched the company was caled To-

gether. . . Then they ordered and

destribut d their company for either
shipe, as they conceived for ye best.
And chose a (iov. and 2 or 3 assistants
for each ships, to order ye people by

ye way, and see to ye uispossing oi
there provissions, and shuch like af

fairs. All which was not only with

ye liking of ye maisters of ye ships,

but according to their desires. Which

being done they sett sayle from

thence aboutte ye 5 of August. , .
B ing thus put to sea they had not

gone fair, but Mr. Beinolds ye Mr. of

ye leser ship complained that he
found his ship so leak as he durst not
put farther to sea till she was mend-

ed. So ye Mr. of ye bigger ship (cal-

ed Mr. Jones), being consulted with,

they both resolved to put into Dart-

mouth & have tier ther searched and

mended, which accordingly was done,
to their great charg & los-- e of time

and a fair winde."
The narrative proceeds with the

statement that the company again

put to sea, but when "ahiwe one hun-

dred leagues without the Lands End"
the master of "ye small ship" again

complained of leaks, and both ships

came about and put into Plymouth.
Here the smaller vessel was pro--.

. i i iuounccu unscaworiny ano aoanuooeu,
a portion of her company and of the
provisions were placed on board the
larger vessel, and at length a final
departure was made. In all this
narrative, detailed as it is in other
particulars, the two vessels of the
expedition are designated as the
"smaller ship" and the "bigger ship,"
but nowhere Is the name of either
given; indeed, In no place In hla

(Concluded o illU


