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The Dickinson-Speer Bill Hearing. | busioess, and thit the lotra state that it woold be 1mpossible fo; them | 8'5e8 Of valuation: The 0. & A depod

Ou last Mooday night before julot
session of the senate and house
gommittees on raliroads a hearing
was given to representatives of the
raflroads apd shippers Interested,
The roads were reprossoted as f lows:
The Missour! Pacificby Wm H.Phelps;
A, G Cochran, general solieitor; J O
Lincoln, general frelght ageot;
Q. Bird, vice-president and umfic
director of the Mo P and Wabash;
The Burlington by Judge O. M.
Spencer, geperal solioltor: Geo. A
Orosby, freight and traffic manager:
and W. C. Msxwell, assistant geoeral
freighv agent; The M. K & T. by F.
A. Lelaod, assistant geoeral freight
agent.

Representative Speer Iotroduced
the subject by saying that the bill
had been printed and furnished to
the railroads and to shippers several
weeks ago; that he belleved the bill
to be just and I1s enuctivent necessary
to guard tbe Interests of interor
towus in the state; that It was con-
sthiotional and chicfly desigoed to
prevent the churging of higher rates
tor short huuls than for leug, He
asked the representatives of the
mlgdsmahaw cuuse, If aoy, why

Il sheuld not become a law,

Wm, H Phelps sald that he did
not know that anybody In Missourl
was complaining of frefght rutes and
foslsted strongly that complalnts
agaivet the exlsting rates be beurd
first, The obairman ruled that
Re presents tive Speer bac charge of
the bill and that it was for him to
declare the order of procedure. Speer
said that the bill hud been In the
possession of the rallroad representn.
tives for the past two weeks; that It
was eltber » guud bill and ou. bt to
pass, or else o had bill and ought to
be defealed; rhat whether nroot there
wis @ complilming shipper o the
state mude nod fference  He lnsisied
on the order of procedure first
outtioed Phelps sajd l..!:uil. L wid an
sstonishing, an outrageovs progedure
w0 riguire them 1o answer complints
which they bad opever heard, o
defend thelr freight schedule when
they did not know what part of It
was abttacked, to try Lo salisfy
objectors when they did not knoa
who the objclors were Judge
Spencer and Judge Oochran agreed
with FPhbelps exuctly, aud warmly
Ti ey dld nos Livw they cowd
thivk of ansthing to say  anless
gomebody could te foond who wouald
express definite objections to Ul
present rallroad tarifis. The chalrman
rather sarcastically sald that uuless
some shipper in the aodience should
see v tu afiord toess gentlemen a
subiject to talk aboeb, they would
bave to proceed to tak about the
bill, J. O, McGrew, of Lexington,
sald that since the gentlemen fnsisied
upon a complaint for 4 téxt, Lhat he
asa citizen and as a shipper com-
plained of the present freight rates:
a3 & cltizen, In that these rated weie
in violation of the statutes and the
constitution: and as a shipper, Inghat
they were in many Instances both,
luequitable and excessive.

The raflroad attorneys  then
intreduced thelr freight cxperts who
talked for three bours, They were
abundanily equipped In the matter
of Infurmation upen the subject o
hand but ~ecmed wholly uoaceostomed
to argumentation. Their remarks
were diffuse aod inconsecutive, but
seemed Lo drift toward the followlng
general ocuuclusions; That rallroad
rates are avd oust be evolutiooary,
especially sioee the same road may
run throogh muny slates where
conditions are constantly changlog;
that no sutistactory freight schedule
oun ever be framed aloog the line of u
simple principle llke that whieh
BOVErns passenger rates; tbat the
proposed bill would reduce the total
frelght revenues of the roads by from

e

the cost of uperaving the roads; that

A, |the subject and had to give 1t up.

It|continued, ‘The railroad representn.
the | tives Lud
hauls, Ilr lﬂﬁ»

fre:ght was whol y voremunerstive

At the oooclusion of  these
testimonies, Judge Cochran made &
speech In which he sald thaty the
subject of frelght rates was 8o
lmmense and complex that Lthe
legisinture could not understand it.
He sald that he bad tried to master

He read from a supreme court repirt
in whioh Justioe Harlan sald that
more than three hundred elements
entered Into the determination of an
equituble rate He lnsisted that the
rates lo Missour! were as low as the
lowest In  the United States where
anythiog like similar  freight
conditiens existed, and that the roads
were luborlog unceaslogly to correct
Inequalities and reduce charges. He
warnel the Jegislature apalost
striking dowu the greatest enterprise
o the state by whimsodl lexis'ation
and urged that the people refer thelr
complsints to the state rallroad and

wirehouke commission. He drew a
pleture of Miseouri for-aken. its
trans atate traffic all diverted to

lines ruoolog whrough other states,
its factories all moved just outslde
our borders.

It was after 11 o’clock when Judee
Cochran concluded. Mr. MoGrew
spoke about balf an hour In eriticism
of the present frelght rates. Wheo
upon motinn «f & member, the hear.
ing wus continued to Tuesday night,
Mr. McGrew asked Jodge Cochran It
heé mesant to muke & comprebensive
dental of the charges bhe (McGrew)
mude before the begloning of the
asonssion  Judee Cockran sald that
he did, Mr. MoGrew then read the
§ ction of the constirution forbidding
a blgher charge fur a shorter huul
than for a loower one. He quoted
published rates in which tuis pro.
vislon Is violated, He read decisions
in two cases 1m which he Liad rec.v-
ered overcharges upon the ground of
sugh vislstion. Buu resiala that (hls
wid ool the only way 1o which the
lhw 15 violated by the ralireads He
declared that In the statutory classi-
ficitlon coal, brick, swod, railroad
I#s, stone, cord wood and other heuvy
articles were speoifically included In
tne same class, He sald that he held
0 his baod freight Bills for o car Lind
of ehal shipped from Lexington to |
Marsball at 40 oents per ton
and  for a car lowd of brick
shipped from the same startiog poiot
aod o the came destinatiun nt.[
81.20 per ton. He quoted pob
lished rates in which the n.hirw-ql
were greater for haullpg frelght a|
given distance in one direetion than |
Ly the other direction on the same
road, and be read 4 supreme court
deotsion in which this was provouveed
unlawful,

Mr. McGrew said that the last
statutory taril rate enacted by the
legislature was enacted in 1872, and
Lhat the rat s in it were much bigher
than the railroads pow charge or had
ever charged. He sald that the vew
rates promulgated tn March, 1904, by
whe state raliroad commissloners,
toting uander authority of a bill passed
by the leglslature In 1903, were on
lawlul from the begloniog. He sald
that in the very title of the aniif
sheet published by the commissioners
there was anpounced an arbitrarg
division of the state into two purts,
one lylog north aad the other south
of the mmn live of the Missouri
Peclfio railrond and that the com.
wissioners had established dierent
waximum rales in these two arbitrary
divisions. Ha called attention to the
fuct that two great frelght roads the
C & A.avdthe M K. &T le part
in one of these dlvisions of Mlssourl
and part In the otber, and that they
are thus suthorized by thisschedule
to oharge one net of rates alung one
part of their lines sod asnother set
along the other. Thus, be said,
there was oo legality, uniformity nor
equity elther in the stutes’ maximum
rates or 1o the rafiroad commissioners’
sxperimental rates,

Oo Tuoesday night the hearing wos

except Col. PMIplmd

OLD BOB WHITE,

AUSTIN ARNOLD.

I am liviog the old days over again:

the boy 1 bad forgot

In the run of the years is bere, within, ao I, the man, am oot.
Buck to the laod of youth I have come, beart-deep In memory's stream,
Aud the preseat I leave behind me seems ooly a shifting dream,

And he who unbars the way,

This gloam of an sutumb day,

Is only & mottled quall

A perch on & broken rall,

Calling +Oid Bob White!"

To the level light;

While up from some reed-hidden, calamui marsh
Floats "“knee deep'’ from oub wihtery, geéen throats harsh

Oh magical bird! you give me once more the eventidle A home,
On the old farm with Its wooded hills and deep, rich walley loam,
Now there's shouting in the meadows, ribging laughter all abrosd
As the hands,at sunset, tramping come through th' rustling cornfield road,

And aloft of & purpliny corner

That reckless old sojourner,

A ruddy autamn quail

A-tilt oo a rider-rall,

Whistles #O'd Bob White”

To the coming night;
While up from the pords in the yoncopin marsh
Comes “‘knee deep, koee.deep,” from the wide throats barsh,

Now Red, aod Crump, aod Briodle are splashiog througn the ford,
And whitening the water where the brapeh runs 'cross the road.
Apnd Shep is madly barkipg from the stile-block to the sky,
For joy alone, unless the sir is phantomed Lo his-eye.

And a milky fragranoe warm,

A blending attared barm

Mixes with the soent of flowers

Io the dew-wet border's bowers;

With the sweet-briar’s odorous clamber,

With the trumpet’s honeyed amber;
And Betsy takes the plegio from the sunny cuiside wall
And goes to do nlght milkivg with & low, soft cuck-oo call,

And Jim up In the walout tree Is skinning a high cat,
And dreamy Ned prune on the gruss has fece hid by his hat,
While I take » last ““let her.die” before me go a-fleld
To exultivgly return upon the generous fulluws' yield,
And mother speaks from out the door,
Midst aurevle of sun,
To bld us home with Father;
Then walts Lo watch us run
Through rusty stems of clover,
That, whips our rlotiog, bare feel over:
Aod threadicn all a dov ‘s low call comdsup from stublie of whaat,
Whilea chipmuck uver the wood plle logs makes journey, cautious and fleet.

And the shadows of the evenlng un

the place at set of sun!

They co ne aguain like faces sweel remembered, one by one.
The gable lengthened on the grass, the chimnpey reachiog far
With its wheeling Sight of swallows un the groond as In the alr;
And the double of the well-sweep
Stretehes loog upon the sward,
And the garden paliogs reach to where
The goarled ouk stands at guard:
And the hiteh post at the path
Statures tall as he of Gate,
While my double is o ginat, chising, runulag as I run

With a stick across my shoulder to make th' s

audow glants' pun,

I see the maple's yellow, and the russet on the sorn,
The sumac bluzing searlet on the bill behind the barn:

And the thioulpe I-afuge of the elms 5 misled (o dia haze
Where migrant flueks ase gath'riog for a flight from coming days.
Acruss Lhe reddeniog afterglow
A lated swallow dips bim low;

And Tub, on early twillght prowl
Turns eager ear to a stireing owl;
One deep star sudden glows
Where the youug moon wider grows,
While clenrer from the rushes in the further meadow marsh
Comes up “‘knee-deep, koee deep’” from the watery, green thronts harsh.

Life's choleest blessiog on your head fute-thirosted Old Bob White!
May web and woof of fate for you he woven very beright.
May vagrant sportsmao never still the reedy, vibraot note
Of joyousoess at home withio your mellow, ruffed throat,
Your mugle will with me remain
Through busy hours, & balmed refrain,
And may I} Ve we meet sgalu.
I go a road of happler trend
For chanslog on you, feathered friend:
The wine of life glows redder in the clear resurgent light
Of the charm thet you have wrougnt me,
For th’ lost boyhood you have brought me
Mantrie Old Bob White.

He losisted that the constitution
and swatute of Missourl as decided
by the supreme court of our state
on November 17, 1003, plalnly
contemplated only a mileage basis
of rates and that tarifls fonnded
upon aoy other basis are plainly
flicgal as well as unjust. He sald
that even If the legislatnre were tu
accept thie statement of the rallroad
representatives that the new bill
would reduce rates 30 per ceol, they
would find that the maximum rates
perscribed by the bill wete not less
than the rallroad’s jolnb tarlfl rates
on loterstate trallie, and since they
w all testified {hat Interstate trafc
ll “ﬂﬂ&o‘ the whole, then the
( m w iulr own

traffic, and that 80 per cent reduction
upon ooly 14 per cent of the freight

tn diseriminate against interior towns
and communities, destroylog private
busipess by excessive rates for
short hau's, higher rates In one dl-
regtion than in the other, higher
rales for shorter distanccs, and varl-
ous abuses which serve to make all
kinds of shipping business precarious
at small places where there Is no
rallroad competition.

Mr. McGrew had tabulated & vast
mass of freight statistics from which
bo showed that t e rates eatablished
by the Speer. Dickinson bill instead of
belng runlous to the roads, were high-
er by 25 per cent than vhe rutes for
the sam distance on the Wabash,
B. & O,; the Iloinols Central and
the L. & N aod all railroads
in Illinols. The conclusion seem-
ed Inevituble from Mr. McGrew's
argument that the proposed Wil
wuuld cause very little disturbance
in the rates of that part of frefght
trafic from which the representatives
of the roads <awd th Ir chief remuner-
ation came, butb that It would serve
o prevent the destruction ol the
business of shippers in smull places,
This wus Hlusirated by numerous
examples, one was that of the Lex.
Ingte o Brick Company which, be sald
had pald rates of 10 cents, 8O cents,
and 81 20 on shipments to Ubesame
pluce, withla the same year, while
the rate to this place on coal, which
belongs to the samwe classification
under the law, was 40 cents,

Mr. McGrew was warmly coogratiu.
Jat-d by mewmbers of the House snd
Seaite upon bis preser tation of the
case. Oue senator, ool & member of
the committee, said to Mr. MeGirew
afler the hearing: “You made 1t
clear as day. The bill 1s night end
will pasy.”

It Is cunfiden'ly believed that this
bl will pass both House aod Sevate,
Lhough 1018 likely Lbhat the rallronds
will make a batd fiehe in the Sanate.

County Court Proceedings,

Court met Mooduy, Februdry 6. in
regular monthly sesslon with sl of
the court present.

S. N. Wilson authorized to write
order fo Lhe draloage matter.

Hridge Commissioner B. D Weedin
orderad to examloe and make neces.
gary repairs on bridge pear Chus,
Oberbelman; also to examine roadbed
netre lice and widen rosd and
report cusl to court next mesting

The rtreasuros owdeved bo transfer
875 06 of the general rond fund tw
each road distriet in the connty.

Cour, crdeved band stand moved
oub of the court hoose yard,

In the mavter of the petition of
Alvin for dram shop at
Dover, was not grapted,

The petition of Jas, M. Smitherman
el al wus ordersd dismissed: and In
the petivion of Alr Bishop et al v,
W. T, Richaidson, cause continued
to the Mareh term.

In the matter uf W, H. White et
al for new road, rosd ordered opened

The astoroeys for the Mo, Pac. Ry
On, ohject to amount of damages
wllowed by the commissioners lo tue
above rond, Trial by jury set for
March Bth,

Permission was graated the Page
City Telephone Company to pluce
thelr puies oo the publio highway,
simeé not to obstroct sald vighway.
Wm, Waulker appeared before the
ocourt for the company |

The bond filed by Johin Truesdale,
constable of Davis lowaship,approved,

In the petivion of Terry Conoors et
al for public road, the commissisner
was ordered to view proposed road

samn

Turman

business of the roads would hardly |and report on same,

be likely to produce the disastrous
results predicted by Mr, Bird, But
hie sald that even these figures were
mislendioy since the 14 per cent do-
mestic trafMe included all freight
naving Its origin In Mizsour] river
polots and 1t8 destination In Mississ-
ipp! river poluls or wice versa; and
sloce this frans-state traflic is done
at rates lono oase lower than the
Inter-state rates, it counld hardly he
pleaded that this traffio i unprofit.
able. What the bill proposed to do,
be sald, jwas t0 enforoe the mileage
basls, to euforce the observance of
the clsssification, and to 8x & maxim.
vear the mesn

mﬁhw s wm

The road petivloned for by 0. M.
Brown et 2l was contloued to Mareh
term,

Io the mat'er of Bobert M Howe
et al for change of road, the commls
stoner ordered to view aod report oo
same,

Petitfon of W. P. White et al to
open neéw road was granted, petloners
to baar expense.

The road betitloned for by J Q.
Plattenborg, et al was continued to
the March term,

The petition of J. P, DeMoss et al
for pew road wis dismissed on ao-

gount of imperfest desoription.
Court: requests the state board of

‘squalization to make the followlog

at Odessa from £400 to 8700, Ihe
stock yards at Alma, Corder, Hig-
ginsville, Mayview, Odessa and Bates
City to $100. The stock yaras of the
Mo Pee Ry Co at Coocordia from
$25 to #460; the same raise at Agil-
ville snd Welliogton; at Higeinsvilis
from nothiog to 850, Waterloo to §25,
Hall's Station 825. Wioton $25 and
Lexiogton from #25 to $100; the eosl
chutes at Myrick from $300 to #1,000;
the Missonri and Kapsas Telephons
Co. from 88,255 27 to 415,000.

W. 5. Peacock was appointed
janitor of the court house at Higglas-
ville,

The court aothorized the clark of
the county court tosign petition te
the councll of the eity of Lexington,
representiog  the county property,
requestiog sald counell t2 grant fran.
clise to the Lexington Suburbia
Ruilway Company for use of sireets
for construction and malutensuce of
sbrect 1allway.

The following jury was drawn for
the March term of olrcult court a%
Higglnsviile

Clay township—H.
Miller, Geo. Ousiey.

Davis township—Shell Belt, Wm.
Strader, C, Detmer

Dover towonship—Ceo. Hall, Wm,
Ke:gler, Chas. Mulharen.

Freedom towoship—H. A. Tebben.
kamp, J. P. Greer Geo, Helt

Lexlugton township—Thos, Nelion,
Artbur Young, Jux. Callaway

Middleton townsnip—Frank Becker
Paul Yauvzey, H E. Lewis.

Sol-a bar town:hip—Chas. Powers,
Jus. Curroll, W H. Albred.

Washington township— Jas, W,
Warren, T. D Salvers, Mark Wilcox,

I'he following are the petit jurors
drawn for ithe April term in Lexington:

Olay township—Joho Curse, B, M,
Govdwlin, W, A Drysdale,

Davis townelpp =Joha Sullivan, J,
Wilks, Juoub Mariens,
Dowsr townsbiga-Heory

T. Thurman, . Zeving,

Freedom township—Louls Evert,
Al Blunge, Heory Petering,

Lexington twonship—J. T. Bell, ¥,
T Hix, Jerry Shinn,

Wastington township — Geo. H.
Plattenburg, Ward Ripley, A. F. Hill

Midditon towrship—Frack REil-
maker, Nathan Jorder, P. H. Kops
penbrink.

Snl-a Bar township—J. 8. Gross-
bardt, C. D, Newhardy, W.H Hoppers

The tollow!vg road commissiouers
Were appoinied

Digtriot number 1, Joho B. Epps;
3, Heary Knipmeyer; 3, Jobn H.
Dierker; 4, Heory Bokelmuann; 5, Utto
Evert: 6, Hen'y Hedoro; 5, W B,
Vaggart; 8, 1. F Frorkiog: 0, 8, B,
Beal: 10, Conred Schmidi; 11, L. W,
Groves; 12, W. Erustmeyer; 13, Henry

C. Eelly, J. F,

E
H

800,

Corbip; 14, Gus Rivter: 15, Herman
Fieth; 16, Juhn ¥, Ngily 17, T. G,
Ward; 18, . H. Huandley; 19, J. H.
Aoson; 20, E B. Powell; 21, Max

Lyons: 22, Onas, Mu harén: 23, Frank
Willig: 24, W. H. White and F C.
Bruenoing;: 25, J, T, Nelson; 26, F.
W. Schacchter: 27, Anderson Stanleys
48, E E. MoBurney; 29, Joho Sanders
30, Martin Gosoroski: 31, Thomas
Jones; 32 James Russell; 33, Jost
Ewing: 34, Henry Struchtemeayrrs 35,
Bll Downs: 38, W.F., Douthlut; 47,
J.C Marting 38, I W. Gott: 30, C,
Y. Furd; 40, E. M. Thomas; 41,
Cuarles Hoflman; 4%, Jobn H. Hoebn;g
43, R. L. BEvaos; 44, Jos Wilkinsoas;
46, T L. Fergusun: 46, John Grifith;
41, J. Strodman.

The request {or donation of strip
putside courtliouse yard on the south
for location for vew city hall was
granted upon condition thal the city
remove the stone wall around the
court hovse yuard, grade and sod the
edges of the yard, snd lay granitold
walk on the easy and west sides of
the square.

Notwithstanding the severe weath-
er Thorsday night the New Graod
was filled to 18 capacity to wilbess
“Twelfth Night." The play was
well presented and eothusiastically
recelved. The leadlog characters
were faithfully portrayed and the
support rendered most excellent, i
This was one of the bestand moss |
pleasiog attractions of the segson,

Dr, and Mrs, Riggs acnounce
hirth of & son, Wednesday, Feb, 8.
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