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Story of the Great Gathering Told
by a Master Pen.

lncidents and Sideligitts;—Pfcture of the Nomination
. of Secretary Taft—The O1d Politician Talks of
Politics of Yesterday and To-Day.

By WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE

| Ohleago~~A natlonnl conventlon is
iall over but the shoutlng, when
the presfdentin] pomination 18 mide,
{It 45 for that that the dslegntes assem.
ible. | Highbrowed men wrangle over
iparty platform planks, and flght 1t out
(amotg themgelves us to who shall
B8 foroed (0 accept the vice-presiden:
fthl place, but in all of these thinga
b“" gendral publie has but Hitle inter

P
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Frank H, Hitchoock Brought in the
Delegates with Ease,

wel. . The visltors in the gallerles are
lthue only to gee the hero vrownm],“
w once the ceremopy i over, and |
! shouting bhas worn (tsell out, thelr
)lntnuu in the convention rapldly dies |
away-—the ghow b over, |

Thursday was s hot day, dnd the
mperapiration that the thousands shed
! have foated all four of the pres-
ldent's baftloships, and the resl trou.
“Blo of the conventlon—In a day of
{frouble—began after the Invoeation

biean spoken, after Senutor Hop- l
bad given a visible demonstra
ton of the platform, which no one |
haard and no one seemod to care to
thear, and after Coogressman Cooper,
bahall of the minerity of the com-
ou resolutions, began woolding

'lic ennvention.
. His wpeech, of course, did not ‘con:
vinea. It was § protedl, rather than

Argumaent, and aoyway the conven:

Would not bave changed that

, Which it belleved to be In

rall from Washington, i the minor
had offered the Ten Command.
s,  But Cooper seclded, nud whaen
wuthorisod representative from the
onginders snd firemen nod

M H, TAFT

CONVENTION

1t was under orders, and nothing eould
move it, BSo It moved majesticsily
along. It adopted the plotform, fors
moally votlng down, by overwhelming
majoritles, planks advocating  pulr
lietty in  campailgn  contributions
rocommended by the president in bis
messages, voluation of rallronds,
recommended by the president In his
messngoes, and the election of renators
by the people,

A Rooeevelt Convention.

For that convention was for Roote-
velt pollcles only when it had them
In the regular order and the authen-
tieated form, The Roosevell polleles,
as such, dld not Intorest the convens
tion, for {t was under orders and took
onl¥ the real miik of the word as it
came through the committes, ang it
bellevad, and probably with some jus-
tifledtion, In the fact that Roosevelt
did not care to have his policles come
into the convenlicn by way of Wis
consin

Bo It voled for the progmm and
went on to the next order. And the
pext order was the nominatlon of a
prenldent.  And that §s & serious busl
ness.

Il {8 curlous to know just bow forme
and conventions and precedeénts are
worshiped withbut sense or reason by
appurently  olear-headed men,  Dut
there sat 1,000 delegates and 10,000
spectators snd listenad to five mortal
hours of otterly nseless, entirely mesn.
Ingless  and ahgolutaly vacuous
speaches.  These apeeches were made
putting men In nomination for the
présldency who had no more chance to
bo nominated than they bad of plok-
ing out g harp check and jolning the
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Senator Burrows Told of the Glory
of the G. 0. P.

heavenly cholr. Boutell of THinols
begrn It—naming Cannon.
The crowd atood for him with some

! ehiled

lln‘ New Yore e

[ He ‘aivnrod ‘ite. conventlon mu‘ “But the dliystion, 7 sl MF
I under Fairiatiy there would be  po.

“sovernuoent o impidss™  and’ thae
crowtd mew what he wns dviving at, |
reld Bis usefpluesas as an orator WS,

New York L8y & wme of hitior, |
and when the delvzatioy was ediled .
deleshtes ' ross
Inugting and let Gop. Woodford minke |
th shovtest snd  mout  dpppHae
spaeck of the day, nominating Hughes
And when he guld it anly L#0 en
teviind & dondt conld earey New York
—one being in the “'Wihite House und
the ather i the goavaronop’s offloe ot
tasy=-te 'made tha cowwd  reative
e guit jast bhelore Ml crodit gsye
ouY

| The Clarion Note.

Tha ouiv real clarion note of the
conyentlom sorndlid by Knight
of Celiforita. seconding Taft's nom: |
taation, - For Knlghf has n voles, ann |
Mr. Burton of Ohlu, who put Taft's |
namo before the conveption grace |
fully, sas not beard s well as guoh |
a spenkor should have. bsen hoeard
Enek ulso was tastefully nominnied—
with proper eclat and withont' too
mueh wind-Joumming 1

And 11, the young football = player,
Cochem of Wistonsin, why gave ihe
conventian La Follette's name, Imf'
cut hle gpeach In two, It would have
made the hit of the uftcrvoon. T |
o slid past the erowd's Iniit, and the |
smile which captivared every oo |
wore off and bhe grow anecy, and Yo
aubsequent  proceedings  Interesie
hith no more.”

It wan Mr, MéGoe—remember e
name—who, saconding the pomination
of La Follette, startod the  whog)
heird rodnd the world. There seed:
1o be no question that of all the can:
didateés besldes Taft, La Follotte got
the hest demonstration.

Hut ufter that complieations ce
curred. Some ong walked norcsy the
gallery back of the spoaker's platfcr:
with a lag conininlog Rocsovell's ple
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Senator Lodge Wielded the Gavel with
Satisfaction to All

ture, and the applange for La Follette
merged Into the futile, stupll attempt
to stampede the crowd 1o Roosevelt
ind for & quorter of an hour the
yelling continued.

It ‘'was quieted gy (he roll enll on
pieeldent began and continued down
to fowa. There a silence fell and con-
tinved untll Taft was sominated,

Now written down here In a thow
sand words, this ceams lke (ho slory
of a surring eplsode.  Yet it covers
events that lasted from 10 o'clock
untll 6:30, There was some formal
cheering of something like two and
sixalevenths seconds for esch of the
silles, and this {s the best part of It
all—those who had sought the nom

fuation the hardest, Cannon and
Knox and Fairbanks, gat no more
than Foraker, who thok whit he

could plek up.  Thers were no dif
ferences butween the $75 pleture fire
works and the ten<ent roman candle
~they all fizpled and went out 1y
gloom

Abner Handy Talks,

But to go back to some of the earlier
daye of the conventlon., some of the
days before the fireworks were all ex-
ploded, the days when only the fuses
were sizzling It wag og Bundsy, 1
think, that [ met my friend Handy—
Abner Hendy from the Ninth Kspsas
district. Mr. Handy, who has been out
of politios in Kansan sinoe 1002, was
unable to get to the convention before
Bunday on account of floods In the
Kaw bottoms, and untll his arrival the
preconvention milling had boen rath.
er tame. But the arrival of Mr, Handy

in his Prince Albert codt and black
glouch hat, with his massive bend of
bair protruding fercely, nnd his iithe
slits of eyes keenly measuring uy che
wituation—Mr. Handy Is an éxpe t on
“the situation"—added new lifeio the
crowd in the Annes, and cne pay say
that tho convention began witi bis ar
rival. 4

“It has boen 13 years nnce 1 at-
tended & Republcan conveation,” sald
Mr. Handy, as he lolled ¥ & ved plush
divan o allmony &ik¥ and  wpat
throagh his teeth st tie onyx mop.

board, “and | meet i £o8 maay new |

faces.
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52 hé padled 2t Lls muowteche and pat

‘hia bat over his eyes, “does not seem

te be wurking oul thal wiy, thoui. !
Falrbanks 15 8 man than whom o }

[ other 1n all 1A)s grear gpuiacy of wiyter

dalds 15 mure! foed gesgrrphicnily |
il logically toofead oor great parts; |

1 sponk” went on Ak Hmnls, i
reliécting and obewing viclously at i |
clgar; 0 spenk. I no unpertsls totes |
o thlz masrier; He (6 o loaddr withont !
feilr and wilhont reprosch, and u'ilh‘
him as our dlandand bugrer In (hig
gremt  cufitest the  oaglon of viefory)
would: poroh. upon bur trlamphist |
guidons.”

Ia Naw for Tafi. !

1 enn say for Mr. Handy totlax thab
he Is an ardopt Euppnrier of the sise)
minry of %% o6 presideat, acd  pro-|

g0 10 fake the wtump for s 10 his!
lstiiel.  Aftar the nomimtlis ME
Handy said to me:

"You know that 1 was for Rogpevell
of cotirse. 1 waa for hits when bc
was jost n kid in the pollce eontzals
slon In New York Whats mare, H
we conld have put bl on the tizket
this vear be Womd mike Oarslson
connty solld fur the wholy tleker
Bul then, you know, he's Jmpalsive
and erratie, and wevo got to got dowo
to businega" .

No Palities, ‘All Reform,

It wis on Moepday that [ mot my
friond freqn the Ninth dlaviet amin.
He wes In the Pompelan room of (be
voenex when 1 found Rm

“The only trite thing"” he sald, 85 he
waved proudiy for the boy and drdersd
u split of water—"the oaly trio thisg
nbont this copvention fs thal npibing
Ia true.”

Az he sipped the fursy wutse
recalled hils promise to Mos
be left home, Abger oddsd re |
Jeetively: “The trouble with thls con. |
1 iz thers ds no pelities in !
There areé no politicians hers, I"-'P&
lotks] at this man Hitoheork—n th |
ing but & cord 13des, that's all 1Msp
5 to bim.  And 've Jooked over Vooya

he won't do: he's Iy [ean): |
Haven't henrd him enlléd o Far slzer
I've boen here, ' No mnn gots rar In
politice unti! bis enerlos eal! him n|
liar.
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added the colcoel, az he
leaned ncrosgs the wipenle oft 18 talils
tap, "ary—now honéut—srhy did vour|
paper ont the ‘Hon' off In {ront of n:}"
name? I Hke 11, Toll them to put it
. 1 was around when the New York
dalegntion hold & meetins todoy, an?l
eny! They don't kngw auy more pnif-‘
tios than a rabbit, They decldad to
nothing, Imagine o convention whers
the New York delegation is sudh a
four spot thut ‘they hHave to dohatd
throe days to decide whether (hey wili
tnka the vieeprogident! Asd. whut's
viore, lmagine a conventlon where the
most serfous Itém of Intercst 43 the
nomings for viee-president! And now
tha New York delegntion 18 going té
have e paim read to find out whether
it wiil take Hughes for vicsppesident
or rally around Jim Sherman, the peo
ple's cholee, or commit harakirl with
Thn Woodruft”

Mr. Handy reflected for o time nm?l
slghed.  “It's ‘h——1!—it's cortainly
h——!—but what else conld you x|
peet of a convention where people all
pald thélr mllroad  fare. Yonu re
formers will get thig country sewed up
In & sack s0 that there won't be
any palitios any more. They'll nomi-
nate the delegntes by direct primaries.
instruel them on the ehlel planks of
the platform—and where will the pal
ladium of our liberties be then 7"

There 158 something In  Abner
Handy's view of . The alterpate
from the Ninth Kanens distrlet has
been drifting sround today looking for
the old famillar faces, and he finds
they are not here. There aren't a
dozen bronze buttons in all the throng.

Conprissman Burton Painted a Glows
|8 Pleture of the War Becretary,
m men with st atraw bats and
soyial  taces are domipsting the

orowd,

“What ean you expoct” nsked the
calonel, parnautly, as he drifted out of
the Taft headquarters, “of a gang Nke

at? No whisperiug—no
ot of the thon .

S
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breakfaat of bacon and egge? Not at
eli! Was It o delegntion of food suf-|
ferers or & chain gang? No, but it
looked like the molancholia ward of an |
asylum out for A moraing's alring—
and It was the Knox Marchine Clyb!
“They are here. The band Is here
They have to do something=—so they

The

Smile of Secretary Taft's

Brothers,

it through the hotels like lost spirits
and recnll the dear dead days when
there was politics In this man's town,
and & rallrond attorney with a book ot
transportation was a bigger man
old Grant. Aund that's what
form has done. Pur a lot
in serge wmults—'nine
marked down from |
Into control of the-destinies of our
great republic,

"What has/oecome of onr common
herftage? sxclalmed Mr. Handy, wav-
ing his | wildly. “Where Is our
manifel destiny? - Who's gone and
stolar the pride pointer and the alarm-
vig¥er? Is It In the platform?® No,
sin reformers are making terms with
Gompers: and Taft's 'Nheral views'
as they call them, are going to pre
vall oyer the fine conservative views
of our peerless laader, our grand old
man, fresdom’'s champlon, the defend:
er of the falth of the fathers, the man
who—the man who—the man who"—
refterated Mr. Handy—"the man who

—1 refer to Hon. J, @, Cannon of Dan-
ville, 1), ;

“Where's your keynole epeech In.
this convention? ' tell you; It's
tastensd in Burrows' time lock. Who
I going to sound a eclarlon nots Here
to-dey? There will be no clarfon note.

The name of the gallsnt Blaine will
not be heard lnl_lmhlll;_ Tho

or some formal occasfon, Yesterdny
fternoon the eiblinnt Hsp of the great
rowd In the Collseum fell lke & great
vave on the shores of the place, in
dle ‘conversation as the procesdings.
f the convonticn divned on The
ommittes on credentinis made [ts re-
wrt, and tho great crowd lapped it

ip as the ses laps wp the sand—im-

wrgonnlly, unloterested, utterly idle.
‘hera was no fight, and evidently the
rowd knew there would be no fight.
The regular order procesded, nnd
jenator Lodge wan= Inntalled as per
opanent chelrman, and the great crowd

L ~the great Lot sen, rocked iy to

ook at him.. He began to speak with
ome fervor, and lttle ‘ripples.of ap-
iause played across the tide His
mrnestmess  deepened | the blllows
Aghtly.

And the waves lulled and were quiel
\nd then, not while he was at a cll
nax, but as the man before them was
‘eaching deeper and deeper Into the
wul of the place and the occasion, the
dbllant Usp of the crowd hushed, and
u the great silence the man spoke,
idmply and strongly and withoot ors-
worfeal flourish or emphasls. “He has
mforeed the laws as he found them,
ind 8o he I8 the best abtused and most
sopular man in America”

It was not much of & tribute. Buta
wave of sincere feeling swept over
e gulet tide of humanity, It was oot
i g witve—not much - stronger

an the frat wave that came rolling
in. But another wave followed it, and |
another higher and stronger came af.|
ter it The speaker, who'did not ru—|
lige what was about to come, put out
Kis hand to beg sllepes, but & huge
wave of applause came over bim, aod|
be ducked nud backed off good-na-|
turedly and let the wind of emotion
play ne It would across the restiess’
son before him. }

At Flood Tide. |

In another minute, parbaps two, Bane
ator Lodge rose agaln to face (e ris:
Ing tide, but It rolled in on him with
a great roar, and men knew that the
storm of appliuse hkad come which
Theodore Roosevell's worlk as an
Ameriesn. oltizen had comjured. So
they let it rage, und for searly an hour
the waves of that storm broke and
rogred in that place. !

Then the erowd, in that hour of joy,
gathered Indlvidonls in aod  they
ceédged to be Individualy and becanis
the ecrowd. At timea the delegates
were swept off thelr feel, State after
stato rose. like bluck blllows on the

um only to rafle up agaln and cheer
with the orowd. No state was ahle to
goep ita mooring. And in the tumult
end the shouting there were no re

M| aotionartes. New York was ss boln

terous ns Wisconuln, and Kansas
Pecasylvent s S




