
STATE HOUSE WOEK.
The Architect and Contractor Hit

Hard by the Commission.

JE THEIR ELABORATE REPORT.
>-

^Expert Government ConstructorPro¬

nounces Their, Work a "Par¬

ody Upon the Science,

ofArchitecture."

The report of the commission ap¬
pointed last year to investigate the
completion of the State capitol was

submitted to the general assemble on

Monday of last week. The report
-contains very serious cirticisms of the
work done by the contractors. Me¬
livain rjnkefer Co., under the super¬
vision of the architect, Frank P. Mil-
burn, and the original commission,
for accepting the work. Those mem¬

bers of the commission who approved
the final report of the contractor and
of the architect were: Gov. Mc-
Sweeney, M. R. Cooper, secretary of
state; Representatives Gantt and W.
J. Johnson, and the following from
the sinking fund commission: Sena¬
tor Mower, Representative J. Har¬
vey Wilson, G. Duncan Bellinger, at¬
torney general; J. P. Derham, com¬

ptroller general; R. H. Jennings,
.State treasurer. The governor and
the secretary of state were also mem¬

bers of the sinking fund commission.
The investigating committee's report
sustains the protests made from time
to time by Isenator Marshall, which
were not heeded by the commission,
and his minority report to the legis¬
lature which brought about the inves¬
tigation. The investigating commis¬
sion consists of Senators Robert Al-
drich and R. I, Manning, Representa¬
tives J, Ü. Patterson, J. M. Rawlln-
son and T. Y. Williams, by whom the
report is si pried.

THE COMMITTEE'S REPORT.
After some preliminary statements

the committee says the subject matter
lor our consideration is the work done
upon the State House to complete the
building, and the manner ol its per¬
formance. By an Act of the General
Assembly, approved 17th February,
A. DM 1900., the sum of one hun¬
dred and seventy-five thousand dollars
.of the sinking fund was appropriated
''to complete the State House," and a

commission consisting of the Gover¬
nor, Secretary of State, one memberof
the Senate and two members of the
Bouse, was designated "with the sink¬
ing fund commission to take charge of
and direct the completion of the State
House, to let out all work herein au¬

thorized, to make all necessary con¬

tracts, including the employment of an
architect, and to see that the said
.work is completed according to the
contract, and to do any and every act
necessary to carry out the purposes of
this Act; provided, that the funds be

, used unless a contract be entered into
complete the said State House for the
sum sc set apart." As the last session
General Assembly the said commission
mads its third and final annual report,
bearing date 4th February, A. D.,
1903, giving circumstantially all that
was done under the Act, and conclud¬
ing with a resolution as follows: "Re¬
solved, That it does appear to the
commission for the completion of the
State Hotise that the work is satisfac-
toryj aud'raat the contract has been
substantially performed." Page 89,
.majority report. At the time a mi¬
nority report was made by one member
of the commission, Senator J. Q. Mar¬
shall, whereby the attention of the leg¬
islature was called to many defects in

the v/ork.
The matters referred to in these two

reports put your committee in posses¬
sion of what they had to investigate.
The first thing they felt called upon to
do was to secure the services of a com¬

petent man familiar with this kind of
work, skilled in his calling, and of such
eminent standing in his profession as
to entitle his testimony to full respect
and every consideration. Thereupon,
we corresponded with United States
Senator B. R. Tillman, and solicited
his aid in the matter. With his usual
promptness and efficiency, he put us
in communication vvitn Mr. Elliott
Woods, superintendent of the Capitol
at Washington, who recommended to
usCapt. S. S. Hunt, chief constructor
of toe. United States Capitol buildings
and grounds, who he recommended as

a "first-class contractor, who had over

forty years' experience in the erection
of large buildings." etc. Accordingly
your committee employed Capt. Hunt
at a salary of $15 per day, the sum

stated by Mr. Woods to be his usual
compensation, besides his traveling ex¬
penses. He came and examined plans
and specifications of Architect Mil-
burn, for the completion of the State
House, and the work done thereunder,
and attended a meeting of the com¬
mittee at the State House on the 25th
and 26th days of May, A. D., 1903,
went all over the building, in com¬

pany with your committee, and point¬
ed out separately, and in detail the
different pieces of defective work,
all of which is described in his testi¬
mony annexed to this report. Capt.
Hunt impressed your committee as a
conscientious and able man, fully alive
to the requirments of the work in
hand, and tearless in performing it.
.Your committee feel constrained to

report generally that the minority re¬

port of Senator J. Q. Marshall is fully
sustained by the evidence taken and.
by the visible facts for all to see for)
themselves who choose to go over the
building and make even acasual exam¬
ination Of it.
More specifically we find:
.1. That i he architect, Frank P. Mil-

burn, employed by the commission
under the Act for the completion of
the State House, did not furnish suit¬
able plans and specifications for such
work, notably in failing to specify in
dbtail what the contractors were re¬

quired to do in many instances, but
leaving the same to be decided by the
architect, thereby vesting large dis¬
cretionary powers in himself, which
could, and we are constrained to say,
were exercised to the state's injury.
J>:iid "tuns and onoeiHentionc find tho

contract under which the work was

done, are on file in the office of the
Secretary of State, copies of which are
hereto annexed, and a sample of what
are proper plans and specifications as
used by the Government upon a like
building furnished by Capt. Hunt ac¬
companying the report, and are filed
with the clerk of the senate.

~2. The contract requires that all of
the work was to have been dorn? with
the old work Upon the completed por¬
tions of the building as the standard.
It has not been so done, but a mean,

crude and cheap quality of work has
been dune, mailing the effect of the
tine work upon the main building: and
disappointing everyone who hoped to
seethe State House completed in ac¬
cordance with its original design.
'3. Prior to the commencement of

this new work, the State had a great
expense, in the neighborhood of310,000,
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caused to be put in the main lobby a

splendid steel ceiling, which was a

work of art, as well as of a durable,
lasting nature, highly ornamental ana
a delight to the eye of every observer;
by the terms of the contract, this ceil¬
ing was to have remained, and where
injured in the progress of the work-
was to have been repaired. The con¬

tractors bodily took and carried away
änd converted to their own use this
valuable and beautiful part of the old
building, and in its place put a cheap
stamped metal ceiling, costing about
$500, and which is a blot upon the face
of this great building. On this item
the State has lost in the neighborhood
of 810,000.

4. The plans and specifications and
the drawings call for two inner granite
columns on the front portico. They
are not there. The absence of them is
explained by the fact that in attempt¬
ing to elevate them into position the
contractors broke one ofthem into two
pieces, änd rather than put the con¬
tractors to the expense of replacing
the broken column, they were gener¬
ously excused from putting them in
at all, they paying the State $600, leav¬
ing them $3,400 profit on that transac¬
tion. The office these columns were

to perform was an important one,
namely, to support the front pediment
of the portico i nd a bond and tie to
the main building, in other words to
carry a large lintel stone securing the
portico to the main building, and thus
preventing it from falling away, which
it has a tendency to do. The esti¬
mated loss to the building in all re¬

spects on account of the absence of
these columns and the accompanying
parts they were to support is $4,500.
There are two massive square piers
under the portico. They were de¬
signed to support these missing col¬
umns, and now perform no duty at all.
On page 01 of the report of the com¬

mission is a letter from Architect Mil-
burn on this subject, in which he says:
"We can take these out without in
any way marring the appearance from
the exterior and without in any way
interfering with the strength of the
structure." Capt. Hunt was asked by
Senator Manning his opinion on this
point, and answered as follows: "1
consider that an insuit to the intelli¬
gence of your committee." Explain¬
ing, he said: "The practical effect of
leaving out those columns is to weak¬
en the structure. The stone lintel
and brick work on top of these columns
was intended to bond into the brick
wall of the pedimentand make a solid
and rigid piece of work. It is impor
tant that this should have been done,
for the pediment cornice naturally
gives it a tendency to pull off or away
from the building, and the bond of
this work over the capitals is what is
always carried out to counteract the
tendency to pull away from the build¬
ing. He overcame tins by butting the
pediment to the main building with
iron rods in t he form of what we term
buckles " To the question, "Do you
regard that as sufficient?" he replied:
"Well, if the bracing and anchoring of
these rods has been done as carelessly
as a great portion of I he construction
throughout this building, I certainly
should question its safety."

5. The beautiful leafwork upon the
capitals of the old columns will stand
for all time as a monument to theskiil
and taste of the artist who carved
them: that upon the new columns,
furnished by these contractors, re¬

quired to be and designed to be mod¬
elled after them, are coarse, unsightly
and unlit to stand beside the old ones

('). The columns at the rear of the
portico, joining the main building
should have to correspond with tlit
front columns, lintel stones extend¬
ing frcm enc to anot her. They have
none, and to till up the space between
the capitals and the ceiling they hav<
put in tin or sheet iron boxes, painted
to resemble granite; while all the bal¬
ance of the work was treating the
State with injustice, this can only bi
constructed in the light of ridicuk
coupled with contempt. Too much re

mains to be reported to dwell longei
upon this portico. The defective glass
flooring, the cheap, shoddy stampei
iron ceiling, the way the flooring leak.-
in rainy weather, together with muri
else, shows for itself and accords lit'
tingly with the balance of the botch'
work palmed off on the State.

7. Faltering the building from tlx
portico in bad weather, we lind thai
the roof leaks badly, flooding the lobh\
after protracted rains. Ascending the
roof, as we did, we discovered the
cause of this to be a roof of little or nc
value. It is a tar and -gravel roof,
i

which at all times is an undesirable
one and wholly inapplicable to as steep
a roof as the one on the State House.
The plans and specifications require
the gravel to be from three-sixteenths
to one-half inch in size. The gravel
put on, or we should jay, the stones, to
a great extent are as big as a pigeon
egg and larger, up to the size of a

man's hand, in consequence of which
they fail to hold the tar in place, and
the hot suns of two summers have
melted it and It has to a great extent
run down into the valleys and gutters.
A fine slate roof, bought by the State
at a heavy expense, and which afford¬
ed a perfect protection for years, was

taken olT and appropriated by the
contractors. The evidence isthat it
will cost about $0,000 to put this roof
in moderately safe condition. The
specifications call for 4x30 ventilators
to carry off the hot air from between
the ceiling and the roof, to keep the
air in motion and pure. They are not
there, and it will cost about $50 apiece
to put them in.

8. The dome is the crowning piece of
this work, in more senses than one.

Taken all in all it is simply infamous.
To start with, an uglier and more un¬

sightly creation could not be devised,
even if it had been properly construct¬
ed, but our observation, and the testi¬
mony of Capt Hunt, shows that it is
nothing short of a miserable fraud.
He says: "It is done in a very crude
and unworkmanlike manner. There
was no effort made to connect the
cornice of the flat ceiling with the
cornice of the dome. There is not
sufficient framing to keep the galvaniz¬
ed iron in proper shape. The work is
full of kinks and crimps, with nothing
to keep it up. 1 find the work roughly
done, with but a few uprights in posi¬
tion, and some of these four or five feet
apart, with but a single thickness ol
thin galvanized material between the

bearings. This is not sufficient to
hold this work or to keep it in its pro-

J per shape. This could only have been
done by putting a circle iron frame, so
as to conform with the circle of the
work and the galvanized iron work
riveted to the skeleton frame of iron,
and should have been made to conform
with the circular parts on the inside,
and put close, enough to prevent the
galvanized iron from crimping. The
inner dome is not securely supported.
One of the braces is bent. The horizon¬
tal lattice brace at the top of the
dome, called for by the specifications,
is left out. This has a tendency to
weaken the structure. They are in¬
tended to keep the thing in a vertical,
upright position. There is only one
bracket there, and probably two-
thirds of the circle outof that. There
should be two more of these iron
brackets. The glasses ^nd inner work
are not properly in shape, very crudely
done, it is secure, but roughly put on.
Those little galvanized iron strips are

crude,cheap work.
"The outer door has not been built

according to plans and specifications.
The plans and specifications say all
work must be done in a lirst-class work¬
man-like manner. In that respect it is
not properly done Some of 1 he stones
are loo short. All of the middle stones
in the sill course of the lower arc too
short. This defect has been overcome

by the contractor by lilli.ig in cement,
mortar to increase the length ol the
stones so as to make it possible for him
to use them. This character of work,
in the course of time, will be affected
more or less by the weat her and will
become, by the cracking of the joints,
unstable. Now, the water-table stone
course at the base of the tower; the
joints and stone work are cracked and
already cause leakage. The window
frames are poorly made and do not lit
the openings for which f hey are made,
in a great many places you can see

entirely through the outer dome to
the inner dome, where there is noth¬
ing to stop the water from being
driven through and cause leakage. It
will become necessary, or it is now

necessary, I should say. that this

j work should be entirely gone over and
I all jjoints exposed to the weather, or
all ^surfaces, should be corked with
lead. The top moulded course

I of the cornice in the old work has a
raised joint in the stone to protect it

j from leakage. This does not apper
in the new worl i the same character.
In two places t lie stone fronting the
h:|S" of I ho )>;}hist r:»de is too shallow
and is built up three inches and a half
with thin slabs of stone to give it the
proper height."' See testimony of Capt
Hunt, pages 10,17 and 18.

9. "The drawings call for a wood
j truss under the portico roof. This

has not been put in place and Is a

deteriraent to the strength of this part
of the roof. It should have been put
in so as to give connction for the other
timbers, to which the ceiling could
have been finally nailed " Testimony
Capt Hunt, page 19.
The bottom members of the archi¬

trave is the stone lintel course over
the capitals and should have been
moulded inside as well as now shown
on the outside. This stone should
have been carried around the entire
area of the portico ceiling; this is re¬

quired in all classes of achitecture,
regardless of the requirements of the
special orders. These stones should
have been solid and not built up in
sections, as shown by the drawings.
Testimony Capt Hunt, page 19.

10. Between the wall of the building
and the eaves of the roof there is a

vacant space of something over nine
inches, and but for a sheet of galvaniz-
iron 1-32 of an inch in thinckness there
would be nothing at aU between the
interior of the building and tbe "wide
wide world." Testimony Capt nunt,
page 20.

11. We call attention to a serious
defect in the rear portico, between two
Of the columns, which support it. One
of the large lintel stones, which car-1
ries its portion of the gable, is crack-j
ed, apparently entirely through and is
likely at any time to give away.
The contractors appropriated to

their own use and actually sold thou¬
sands of dollars' worth of the old ma¬

terial upon the State House grounds,
and which came out of the building,]
and seek to justify their acts by a I
provision in the specifications which
allows them to "use" certain portions
of the old material. The contract re¬

quires the contractors to ' provide all
the materials and perform all the work
mentioned in the spicfications and
shown in the drawings," etc- In this
connection Liiey weieaiioweu to use

"all old material that is now on the
grounds, and such parts of the present
roof that conformstothe.se plans and
specitications," with certain named
exceptions, and to make plain whit
was intended the. said provision reads:
"This only covers the granite columns,
ballusters, old iron bracing, granite,
etc, in the roof that is suitable and
the proper size as called for." Does
that mean "suitable and proper.size as

called for," for them to carry of! and
sell, or does it mean "suitable and pro¬
per size as called for," by the specifica¬
tions, to go into the building? We
submit that it is too plain for discus¬
sion, that the latter is the construc¬
tion to be placed upon it and that in
carrying away and disposing of this
valuable property of the State they
were naked trespassers.
The glass floor to the port icos, in Ute

opinion of the expert should not, have
been put in. The architect had the
choice of other old and reliable styles!
and passed them over to make an ex¬

periment with this untried kind of
flooring and as in all other depart¬
ments of the work with disastrous re¬
sults.
The water closets installed under-1

ueatii this portico leatveuso oauiy uiej
had to be removed to another part of
the building. At tirst this was requir-!
ed to be done at the expense of the
architect. Afterwards the commis¬
sion allowed him &W0 out of t he State
funds as a contribution towards it.
And the lower pass away from the;
ground* to the entrance to the lower
story of the State House is covered
with water after every rain. The fill¬
ing between the rows of glass is break-
ing up already, and a change of this
flooring is a matter of immediate
necessity. \
The water closets, like everything!

else, are defective, and will cost Ihej
State more money to put them in
shape and suitable condition. We re¬
fer to the testimony of Mr. A. W.
Kdens, civil engineer and inspector of
sewers and plumbing for the city of
Columbia, which explains this.
The contract required the contrac¬

tors to protect t he intciioiof t he build¬
ing from rain, while romovin«' ' >>e <>l«l

roof, by the u.se of larpauiiii or canvas
covering. This was not done, and in

[consequence all of the galleries and
'many of the rooms wen- Hooded dur¬
ing this period, and the painting and
frescoing on the walls of t he I wo chum-
hers were permanently ruined.
These contractors worn mmired to

furnish a good and sufficient bond for
the faithful performance of the con¬

tract, and did give a bond in the sum
of 300,000, of the City Trust, Safe De¬
posit and Surety Company, of Phila¬
delphia, to Governor M. B. McSwee-

ney, chairman of the commission on
completion of the State House, to se¬
cure and guarantee the faithful per¬
formance of the contract; said bond
bears date 21st August, 1900. The
form and execution of the bond was

approved by the Attorney Generaland
accepted by the commission. On the
2d of June, 1902, Governor McSweeney,
chairman of the commission, acting
under the oral advice of the Attorney
General (as testified to oy D. II.
Means, secretary,) caused satisfaction
to be entered upon that bond and sur¬
rendered it to the obligors.
This surrender and attempted dis¬

charge of this bond, the State's only
security for the vast losses sustained,
was not the act of the commission, as

the Governor alone, advised as it is
said, by the Attorney General, under¬
took to perform this act, and It may
be that the State may yet be able to
realize upon said security.
Your committee do not consider that

it comes within the scope of their du¬
ties to determine questions of law in¬
volved in the matters embraced herein,
but would regard it remarkable indeed
if there Is not some remedy, civil or

criminal, or both, to bring these male¬
factors to justice and to some extent
to redress the wrongs of the State.
We feel that what we have report¬

ed, and the testimony taken, reveals
a dark picture, it is true, but nothing
short of an actual inspection of the
work can convey an adequate idea of
the monstrous swindle of which the
State is the victim, appropriately por¬
trayed in the closing words of Capt.
Hunt's testimony:
"The introduction of stamped metal

work in the ceilings of these massive
porticos: the utter disregard for the
strength of the structure by the re¬

moval of the two inner columns which
were to carry the bond lintels for |
securing t.h« pediments of the inain I
structures: the" unfinished manner in
which the tin gutters were left with¬
out the absolutely necessary brick
backing.leaving the vertical sides of
the gutters, which are twenty inches
or more in height, of one thicknessof
tin entirely unprotected from the pres¬
sure of water in the time of even an or¬

dinary fall of rain.this, with natural
deterioration of sheet tin, makes it in¬
conceivable why this work should have
been left in its present condition.

Unless something is done at once to
rectify this blunder, the interior of
the building is liable to be Hooded at
any time, cither from corrosion or the
expansion and contraction of the me¬

tal.
"This together with the rough and

combustible nat ure of the main roofs
the crude and unfinished character of
the metal ceilings of the lobby, the
monstrous mannet in which the Inner
dome was finished, made this work a

parody upon the science of architec-
t ure and an insult to t he fame of John
R Niernsee and a disgrace tu the
State of South Carolina."

RECOMMENDATIONS.
The resolution under which this

committee was appointed requires us j
loiepuiu tue Iacts ascertained by uiu

investigations,and also such recom¬
mendations in regard thereto as we

may deem advisable. According, we
recommend:

1. That appropriate legal steps be
taken to recover, if possible, from
frank 1'. Milburn and Mcllvain Unke-
fer Comnany as much as possible of
iiie damages the State has suffered
through their misconduct and breach
of contract, and such other legal re¬

dress as may seem to be advisable.
That the most glaringand damag-

ing defects in t he work be repaired
under the authority of the Legislature
until such time as the i!nances of the
Slate will admit of the whole work
being done over in a manner to con¬

form to the original design.
liespeel! uiiy submitted,

Robert Aldrich,
Richard 1. Manning,

(In I be part of t lie Senate.
J. O. Patterson,
.1. M. Rawlinson,
IT. V. Williams,

< hi t he pari of the I louse.

The Death Penalty.
A liti!" thing sometimes results in

death. Thus a mere scratch, insigni-1
mi cutsor puny boils have paid tl c
t I, non-ill y 11 i< wkl> tO llH V<» I'.I Irk

| len's Arnica Salve ever handy. It's
the best Salve on earth and will pre¬
vent fatality, when burns,sores, ulcers
and Piles threaten. Only 2öe, at Dr.
J. G. Wannamaker Mfg. Co's. Drug
Store.

Caught at Last.

Henry Williams, colored, who was

arrested at North Fork, W. Va.,
Tuesday on suspicion of haviDg com¬
mitted a murderous assault and out-

rape on Mrs. Geo. L. Shields and her
3-ycar-old daughter In their home
here on Jan. 30, made a full confes¬
sion of the crime to William G. Bald¬
win, president of the Railway Special
Agents association cf the United
States and Canada, in the Bluefield,
W. Va., jail Friday. Williams gave
up two watches and some clothing
stolen from the Shields home.

LITTLE GIRL
Sleepless Nights for Mother

aod Awful Suffering
ofjhild.

CORED BYOUTIGURA
Had Given up All Hope of Ever

Making Any Cure.
" My little girl has been suffering for

two years or more from eczema, and

during that time I could not get a

night's sleep, as her ailment was very
severe.
" I had tried so many remedies and

spent much money, deriving no bene¬

fit, I had absolutely given up all hope
of making any cure. But as a last re¬

sort I was persuaded to try a set of the
Cuticura remedies, and to my great
delight a marked change was mani¬
fested from the first, application. I
gave the child a bath with Cuticura
Soap, using a soft piece of muslin cloth.
This I did twice a day, each time fol¬
lowing with the Cuticura Ointment,
and at the same time gave the Resol¬
vent, according to directions. One box
of the Ointment and two bottles of the
Resolvent, together with the Soap,
effected a permanent cure. I submit
this for publication if you desire, hop¬
ing It will add to your success and assist
so many thousands of sufferers in cur¬

ing themselves." Mas. I. B. JONES,
Admngtox, Ind. T.
The first step in the treatment of the

chronic forms is to remove the scales
and crusts and soften the skin, by
warm baths with Cuticura Soap. The
scalp, ears, elbows, hands, ankles and
feet will require frequently a thorough
soaking in order to penetrate the thick¬
ened skin and crusts with which these
puiirt are often covered. Dry care¬

fully, and apply Cuticura Ointment,
lightly at first, and where advisable
spread it on pieces of soft cloth and
bind in place. Tuke the Resolvent,
pills, or liquid, in medium doses. Do
not use cold water in bathing, and
avoid cold, raw wiuds.
Hold thmurhout the world. Cnttcur» Krtolrmt, SOe.

fin r.-.rrr: of CäocoUte Coaled T*il!.. 2.1c. p«r TUl of TJ),
Ointment. SOc.. boop. Lie. JiepoU: London, 27 Chirter-
r- !'ir!?. s Hue «le In filx: llrwion. 1*7 Colun>
bun Ave. I'ottcr Drus ft Chcm. Corp., Sole Proprietwi.
UüT-Üenil for " Uow to Cure Eeztan."
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stteets, Orangeburg, S. C.
Phone No. 53. Ask Central to ring

twice.

FREE FREE
100 Boxes

To Be Given Away

SATURDAY,
February 13.

In order to demonstrate the wen-

lerful merits of the above remedy,
ve want every one suffering from.

Kidney or Bladder troubles and all
lervoits disorders, such as Nervous-

Debility, Nervous Exhaustion, Sleep¬
lessness, Dizziness, Cloudy Brain,
lout vitality, &c, to come to our store-

and allow us to present them with a.

regular 50c Box of Hindipo. the-
N*ew Nerve Tonic and Kidney Cure.

Cut this ad out and bring to our

store.
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For Useful Christmas Presents.

What Is Better or Will Be More Appre¬

ciated than the Following?

A nice line of Crockery in
sets or single pieces. A beau¬
tiful selection of Lamps. Fan¬
cy pieces for l!io dining room.

Carving Sets, Knives and Forks,
Spoons, Scissors, Razors, Pock¬
et Knives, Hoys' Wagons and
Velocipedes.

(live your friend a nice Gun,
or a handsome Lap Robe, Sad¬
dle or Ijridle.

These goods will be sold at

correct prices.
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