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THE WORD MELODRAMA,

It Hlas Drifted From Its Derivontion
nnd Original Significance,

Nowadays "melodrama” s in general
use as denoting o purely sensatlonal
play, with an all but impossible bero,
heroine and villnin nmong the charae-
ters represented. Formervly the word
kept more closely in its signification to
actual derivation. "“Melodrama' 1s com-
pounded of the Greek words melos, a
song, and draman, an action, n play,
and was applied to two sorts of per-
formances when It tirst came into use,

It signified o play, generally of the

romantie school, in which the dialogue |

was frequently relieved by musle,
gometimes of an incidental and some-
times of a purely dramatie character.
On the strength of his “DPygmalion” J.
J. Rousseau s eredited with the inven-
tion of this style. Some of (he so ealled
nglish operas of the older school, such
as the once famous "Beggar's Opera’”
and the once popular “No Song, No
Bupper,” are in
dramas.

In the second place “melodrama’ was
applied to a peculinr kind of theatrical
composition in which the actor recited
his part In an ordinary speaking volce,
while the orchestra played a more or
less elaborate accompaniment appro-
priate to the situation and caleulated
to bring its salient features into the
highest possible relief.
the Invention of this description of
melodrama belongs to George Benda,
who used it with striking cifect In his
“Arindne auf Naxos,” produced at
Gotha In 1774.—London Globe.

The Ordenls of n Doctor.

|
It 1s often claimed by outsiders that

having a profession dulls a woman's
sympathies, but T cannot believe that
this is true in the practice of medicine,
where one slde of the work i1s so im-
measurably sad. I have seen o baby
that came after fifteen years of walit-
ing and hoping and was rejoleed over
daily and hourly for a wounderful year

auddenly struck down and gasp Its 1t- |

tle life out In n day with pneumonia.
These are the times when it hurts to
be a doctor, to find that all the knowl-
edge that you possess, all the skill at
your commuand, is ns so much chaffl
before the wind. To have a1 woman
cling to you, begging yvou to save her
baby, i3 an ordeal to which no human
belng ean grow eallous.  You must
feel as though the brand of Cain were

upon you when, with all your efforts, |

vou cannet save the little life. Not
years nor experience ean lighten hours
guch as these.—Everybody's Magazine,

Storms of 0ld England.
In the year 901 in London alone 1,500
houses were blown down; in October,

1091, a great number of churches and |

GO0 liouses were destroyed; In 1235 it

thundered for fifteen days consecutive- |

ly. The dreadful night during which
Cromwell's spirit passed has fermed
a theme for poet and partisan. And
the great storm that “o’er pale Britan-
nia passed” in November, 1703, the
most terrible In British annalg, also
has its enduring record in poetry. It
did damage in London to the amount
of L£2,000,000; over S,000 people were
drowned in tloods in various parts of
the conntry; twelve men-of-war, with
over LS men on board, went down in
slght of land, and the Hddystone light-
house, along with Winstanley, its in-
ventor, was saval awny.

Blind Swimmer's Stealght Steering,

It is o standing puzzle that all blind
swimmers are able to hold an o hmost
poerfeetly straight course for very con-
sidernble  distances, though no  more
puldance is given to them than some
gpecies of call or whistle coming from
the winuing goal. A blind man, in
faet, desiring to go In a stralght line
possesses the curious power of beln:
able to do so almost exactly. A pr
vincinl mayor instituted n serles of
contests in an open lake between blind
men and ordinary ones of about equal
skill and atrength, and the resutt was
marvelous so far as the straight stecr-
Ing of the blind was concerned.—Lon-
don Chronicle.

Moths and Dutterfiles,
Butterflies are active In the day and
fold their wings together when they
seltle, Their antenna end in clubs.
The fore and hind wings never hook
together, The chrysalis is angular and
not ineclosed in o cocoon or silken ease.
Moths, on the other hand, arve usually

active in the dusk or at night and do |

not fold their
tling. The feelers are very
shape, but rarely clubbed. The fore
and hind wings are generally fastencd
together during izht by o “hook and
eye" arrangement,
angular and is inclosed in some sort of
case ot cocoon.

wings together on soet-

virious in

A Serlous Game,
“Papn. said little Tommy
“what Is the game of authors?”
“The game of nuthors, Tommy,"”
plied Mr. Taddells, “is to sell
books."—8&mart Set,

their

His Will Power,
“"Henpeck has given up smoking, eh?
I didn't think he had so much will
power.”

“TIe hasn't, but his wife has.”

reality true melo- |

The merit of'

I'he chrysalis 19 not |

Taddells. |

res

DANGER IN SODA SIPHONS.

They May Explude and Cause Injury
te Those Who May lie Neor.

Do you know that the siphon bottle
ordinarily used for vichy, sodn water
and other eflerveseent drinks s usually
charged with a pressure of from 120 to
160 pounds to the square inch? The
danger likely (o vesult from an explo-
sion of one of these little household ar-
ticles is by no means inconsiderable,
and yet the nverage person handles a
giphon uas though It were the most
Charmless thing in the world.

There are two or three things to re-
member o handling  siphons: Never
keep your siphons near the range, for
the unusunl heat is wore likely than
anything else to cause an explosion,
|Dunt subjeet the bottle to any sudden
change of temperature whatever, For
instance, if you keep your siphons in
the ice box—and that is the best and
pafest pluce for them—a@on't grasp the
glass part of’ the bottle with your warm
haud, for the sudden chauge of temper-
| nture Is apt to enuse nn explosion. The
| best way to carry a siphon at all times
i8 by the metal top at the bead of the
bottle. It is ncedless to say the great-
est care should be taken not to drop a
siphon, for an explosion Is the inev-
| itable result.  When empty, the siphon
| I8, of course, quite harmipess,
| That these bottles are considered a
great source of danger is evideneced by
| the fact that the courts inevitably hold
| the bottlers strietly Hable foi all dam-
| ages resulting from the explosion of
Cone of them if even the slightest defect
"In the manufacture of the bottle can
be ahown.—Washington Times.

This Horse Knew.
A doctor was returning home from
Cvigiting a patient late one night in
I company with a clergyman, when the
horse stopped short at one of the most
L dangerous grade crossings within the
city’s limits. Absorbed in lively con-
| versution with his clerical friend and
seeing no gate down, he mechanically
| touched the horse with the whip and
urged it by his volee to go forward.

But the spirited animal for once would
not respond and instead of obeying
 gtepped briskly aslde and turned his
head as far as possible from the train
which just then whizzed by at the rate
of forty miles an hour.

It was n close eall for the occupants
of the ecarringe, who sat breathless
through the moments of terrible sus.
pense, but the horse maintained its
attitude of o haltf eirele until the dan-
gor had passed. [t seems the gale-
keeper was asleep at his post and had

neglected  his duty, but the delieate |
cars ol the horse had detected  the
sound of the coming train.—DBoston
Transcript,

When the Poor Ride In Conches,
In the east side tenement house re-
gion coaches are associated with only
I two  things—weddings and funerals.
The coach is an indispensable feature
of the woedding, and only the very
poorest nre buried without the attend-
ance of 4 mourning conch,

The whole bloelk knows when a wed-

| ding is to thke plice, il everyvbody is |

on the wateh when the conch and pair
come dashing around the corner to re-
ceive the hride,
before the mrrow entrance to a tene-
ment amd presently is entered by the
bride, Lnlt hidden in her white
wnd all nodding with orange wreaths,
while o zaping crowd looks on, The
horses are lashudd, the coneh turns an-
other corner, and in three minutes the

bride is av the place ol ceremony. The
cerviony  over, the coach this thne
swiallows up  both bride and  bride

groom.  verybody is charmaed at the
sight. The gossips are busy for a day,
—New York I'ross,

Canine Imtelligence,
A striking instance of eanine Intelli-
Cgenee §s reported from Paris, A male
schoolteacher named Dillaz was way-

Ling put the other

I rival, a
The vehicle draws up |

vl |

v’éhv“fiz_m'é'ﬁw' SHAVES,
Baror Travels Many Iﬂileu Over lha
Avernge Man's Pace,

The distance a man shaves In an av-

erage lifetime, or the distance his ra- |
zor travels over his face, will be n sur- |

prise to most people.  IMvom a multi-
tude of examples an averige measure-
ment around the chin from car to ear
Is found to bLe twelve and one-half
Inches. From where the beard starts
on the throat to the ehin and thence to
the edge of the upper lip is four and
one-half {+ “es,
it Is ne-
the ruzor to each inch or fraction of
an inch in order to cover all the sur-
face and go over each soction of the

You must reckon that |
iry to give two strokes of |

fuce twice in order to secure n clean |

surface,

So,  multiplying the number of
strokes by the number of times the ra-
#zor is passed over the entlre fnoce, you
get the fljgure 4, and four thoep the
two above mentioned

mensurements |

glves you the figures B0 und 18 respee- |
tively, which, ndded together, produce |

068. Therefore the nverage man, wheth-
er dark or fair, shaves 64 inches every
twenty-four hours. With these figures
we arrive at the result that every man

wearing only a mustache shaves 2,068 |

feat 4 inches per year.
the average life at seventy years and
that the fsir man starts shaving at

Taking, then,

eighteen and the dark man a year ear- |

lier, or at seventeen, we have the fol-
lowing reswmit: That n fair man, £ he

lives (il be i8 seventy, will shave in |

the course of his
yards 4 inches.

life 20 mileg
The dark man, if be

G630 |

Hves Ul he is seventy, will shave in |
the course of his life 20 miles 1,340 |

yards i
Independent.

The Toot Astray.

Willinm I', Cody wans once relating n
story which concerned an Indlan who
had met with an aceident in a Buffalo
Bill show.
trte the Indian's leg,

foot 8 Inches.—IKansas Qity

It was necessary to nmpu- |
and in the de- |

seription of this operation Cody was |

Interrupted frequently by a young doce-

tor who injected technieal and modieal |
terms into the steaight vernoncular of |

the scout. e was irritated,
norved the doctor, “A fow
the operation,” continued the nareator,
“the Indian learned that his leg had
been buried, With a whoop be leaped
from his bed and jumped upon the doe-
tor with both feoet.”

“Jumped with hoth feet after an op-
eratlon”” shouted the doctor, exulting
in his exponsure of the great seout’s ab-
surd story,

“I said upon the ‘doctor with beth
feot," " explained Cody, “in order to
distinguish him rrom the other hospltal
physicinn, who had only one foot, hav-
into people's aflairs
80 often that he lost it.”

but ig-

The Way Home,

When the bishop of U'ruro. Dr. Gott,
wis dean of Worcester lis
mindedness was so
earned for himself the
“Dean For-Gott.”

On one ocension he had invited some
friends to dine with him. On their ar-
short time before the dinner
hour, he supgeested that in the hirterval
of walting his friends would perbaps
like to wils throngh the groundas,

Atter spending ahout o guarter of an
houvr in admiring the flowers, shrubs
and  creenhonses they suddenly  came
upon a door in the garden wall.

AL said the dean to his astontahed
guests. Thls will be 0 mueh nearer
way for you to go home than by going
bitels 1o the front)  Awd, forgetiing
his invitition, he opened the door anil
bowed then out,

An Offenslve Ceowvist,
A good story of Whistler nnd his pe-
culinrities is told in the Pree Lance.
A gentheman went to Whistler with a

| letter of introduetion and sent up his

laid one evening near Charenton bridige |

by two roughs, who set upon him aul,
alter ritling his pockets, ung him into
the Scine. A collle dog that happened
to be near, without being encournged
to do so by any person—indeed there
were none who saw the eircumstanee—
at once plunged Into the water and,
entehing the man by the coat, akled
him to keep aflont until the river po-
| lice, attractd by his erles, arrvived to
I his assistance. M. Dillaz wns subse-
quently able to furnish the police with
| deseription which led to the arrest of
his assnilants.

Iltnnk Heresy,

ITe—~So the engagement is broken off ¥

Bhe—Yes,  Tle told her he thought
she should stop reading novels and
read  somefhing  more  substantinl—
something " <t would Improve her,

He—\Woll

She—Well, the iden of a man intimat-
Ingg to his iancee that she eould be lm-
proved in any  way!— Philadelphia
Press,

{ Her Lost Opportunitien,
Mrs, Noolywed—And if [ had really
| thrown you down then would you have
L glven me up?
Noolywed-—1I should say not, 1 would
have lkept right on trying to win you
ceven if you had thrown me over half a
Cdozen times,
Mrs, Noolywed
fun 1 oobissed!

My, what n
Baltimore

lot
Ameriean,

of

The highest liberty is harmony with |

the highest laws.—CHles,

| WGk

eard with the Jetter, The servant pres-
ently brought down the card with a
note In pencil on 1—"Who s the great-
est padnter? The  visitor promptly
“Whidstler” ad was fimnedinte-
Iy shown upstairs. An amuosing scene
followed, arising out of the fact that
the visitor was wearing n red necktie,
Whistler declared it interferod with the
color scheme of his room and “put him
off” n pleture he was painting in quite
n dilferent “key.” Wnally be obliged

| him to tnke off the offending cravat he-
| fore he would condescend to exchange
another word with him,

| have bad news for you.
| dead!™

Lucky Moan,

In crossing (he ocean o father and
son both became very seastek, The fa-
ther recovered quickly, but the son was
B0 exhinusted with the attack that he
sank inte o state of apathy, from
which It secemed impossible to arouse
him.

The steamer physician,
would try a sudden

thinking he
shoelk, sald: "1
Your father is

The
eyes
mun!

|07,
to the

e

raolsing
doctor,

his expressionless
replied, “Lucky

Explained.
sOme nir mattresses,” sald the dealer,
sare all filled in the months of April,
May and June. That acecunts for their
remarkably vesilient qualities,”

“Is the alr of those months better
than others?”
“They are the spring wonths, you

know."—Life,

days afler |

absent |
notorious that he |
 kobriquet of |
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_ FOR YOUR URDERS

CULUMBIA LUMBER & MFG. Co. |
- COLUMBIA S,

“EABOA~D

AIE  LINE - RAILWAY.
NORTH SOUTH -- EAST -- WEST.

Two Daily Pullman Vestibuled Limited Trains
Between SOUTH and NEW YORK.

FIRST-CLASS DINING CAR SERVICE.

The Best Rates and Route to all Eastern Cities
Via Richmond and Washington, or via
Norfolk and Steamers. To Atlanta,
Nashville, Memphis, Louisville, St.
Louis, Chicago, New Orleans, and All
Points South and Southwest—To Savannah
and Jacksonville and all points in Florida
and Cuba.

PositiveLy THE SHorTEST LINE BETWEEN
NORTH AND SOUTH

ge=For detailed information, rates, schedules, Pull-
man reservations, etc., apply to any agent ¢f The Sea-
board Air Line Railway, or J. J. Puller, Travellng
Passenger Agent, Columbia, S. C.

C. F. STEWART, Asst.Genl. Pass. Agt.,
SAVANNAH, GA.

1Y)

THE LINE FOR BUSINESS,
LINE YOR PLEASURE,

THE LINE FOR ALL THE BEST
SUMMER RESORTS
Complete Summer Resort Foldes

Matled Ftee to Aoy Address.

W. A. Torx,
Faas. Trafflc Mgr.
WASHINOTON, D, €,
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DUTHERN
ILWAY

N

& H. Harowice,
n'l Paps, Agont,
WASHINOTON, D, C.

W. H, Tarvion,
Asat, Gen'l Paas. Agt.
ATLANTA, OA,
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ohavlastan and Weslas Gomling Rwy ¢
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