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NEWBERRY SCHOOLS.

A Patron Writes a Protest About
Books and Kicks Generally.

—_—
Newherry Observer.
Editor Observer: Under any eir-

ecumsiances it is disagreeable to be a
¢‘kicker.”” But it is the opinion of
the heads of at least a huadred fam-
iliezs in Newberry that the time has
come to ‘‘kick.”” That there has been
¢‘kicking,”” and ‘‘kicking’’ in no un-
certain tones, has been evident to
anyone ihat has come in contact with
any person within the past week that
has been one of those who, in order
to iry to give their children an edu-
eation, and in order to comply with
the rules of the sechools, had to “‘walk
up to the captain’s office’’ and buy
books.

There are many who ‘‘kick’’ sil-
ently, or on the quiet; who sit and
wait for the other fellow to make the
move; and I have, though a humble
citizen, decided for one to enter a
protest to some thi.gs that seem :n-
reasonable.

Some time back, in the not lovg
distant past, there appeared in your
valuable paper several ecommunica-
tions desiring the information from
the delegation in the legislature as to
who was responsible for the defeat of
a certain bill concerning the ecity
schools. There are a great many pa-
trons of the schools in Newberry who
would now like to have a little infor-
mation along certain lines in rega.rd
to the schools. And this inquiry is
all in good spirit and kindly feeling,
with no ill will to any one—only a
little injured poecket book—that’s all.

We have heard of all kinds of
trusts—big trusts and little trusts—
and now a good many people in New-
berry would like to know if there is
not snch a thing as a ‘‘book irust,”’
and if the almost complete change of
books for the different grades each
year is not made in the interest of
this trnst. Certain it is that they are
mot made in the financial interest of
the patrons of ihe -school, and we
know that some of them at least ¢an-
not be in the interest of the pupils.

As the years go by matters in this
regard seem to grow worse, and if it
continues in the future as it has in
the past few years poor people will
simply have to throw up their hands
and surrender, allowing their little
ones to go uneducated. There are peo-
ple in Newberry today whose chil-
dren are remaining away from school
because they are not able tc buy the
books to send them with—and this
under our free school system. Each
year almost @& complete change in
studies; so that a new set must be
bought—and this year 3 ‘“song book ™’
is added in.

And they used to exchange, take
old books as part pay for new ones;
but, pbh no, that doesn’t go now. You
must buy them out and out. To fur-
nish one child 4nywhere from the
first grade up with books costs any-
where from $2.50 to $10.00. Those
who have three and four to send have
to haul out about $20 or $25 for books
—and next year the trustees, or some-
body, will take a notion for another
change, and another new set will fol-
low—and so on it goes, and the book
trust reaps the harvest.

There are many in Newberry who
thought that when the legislature
changed the law so that the people,
the patrons of the school, could elect
the trustees it would prove best for
the-schools; but it seems that we have
gone from the ‘‘sublime to the ridi-
culous.”’ It has proved a dear change
for some of us.

Now, a word to the patrona of the
school: Get together. Begin this fall.
Put in a set of men for trustees who
have three or four children to edu-
cate—men that are not independent
financially; men that know how to
appreciate the condition of those who
are not s¢ well off in this world’s
goods: and then probably so many
complete and expensive changes will
not be made in books each year. New
is the time to begin; it will take
four or five vears to accemplish 1t,
but it is up to the patrons. Either do
this or stop ‘‘kicking’” and encourag-
ing others to ‘‘kick’ and forever
hereafter hold vour peace.

We would like to go a little further
and ask a eomparison of our schools
with those of other eities in the State,
and see if others are not far superior
to ours. How often do vou see In
print and hear otherwise of the ecity
schools and their good work of Co-
lumbia, Spartanburg, Greenville, Lau-
rens and Greenwood. Do you ever
see or hear anything about Newber-
rv’s? There’s a reason. What is it?
Isn’t one or two other ¢hanges besides

dren—that is some of those that are
not of the favored few—will fare bet-
ter. Now, please don’t, not anyways
soon, submit any question to the vot-
ers of the town about voting any ad-
ditional tax to improve the schools.
If they should be any further improv-
ed even the richest of our citizens
couldn’t afford to buyv the books.
Now don’t; ves, please don’f.
A Patron,
Who Voices the Sentiments of Many.

MR. WICKER REPLIES,

Answers the ‘‘Kick’’ of Patron—
Says He Likes 2 ‘‘Kicker’’'—
Wants More.

Editor Observer: 1 notiece in your
last edition a complaint from ‘‘Pai-
ron’’ against the trustees of the
graded schoci and the way the school
is managed.

First, let me say that we are not
satisfied with the school ourselves,
and are trying to improve the school
and bring it up fo the schools that
¢“Pa‘ron’’ has mentioned in his com-
plaini, wamely, Columbia, Spartan-
burg, Greenville, Sumter and others.
You will say, How are you trying to
do this? I answer: By adopting the
same books that these schools are us-
ing, by putting new life, by devoting
our time, by giving you good teach-
ers and by doing all that we know
how for the good of the school.

What is ‘“Patron’’ kicking about?
About buying books for his children,
so that his child ean have as good a
chance to learn as the children of
these other towns. I think ‘“Patron’’
is paying too much for his books, as
he says it takes from $2.50 to $10.00.
I will agree to furnisk all the books
for his children for the frist grade
for $1.00; so you see that ‘‘Patron’’
wants to kiek, and really dhere is
nothing to kick aft.

¢“Patron’’ says that some {ime
back there was some one asking why
the school bill did not pass. I am the
one that did most of the inquiring,
and did not get an answer; and I
thought that I did not get the support
that I ought to have had from our
legislators—by their keeping quiet—
from our board—by their not taking
any aetion—and by the publiec—by
not helping to get an answer. And
now I am ready to answer any ques-
tion that any patron will ask concern-
ing the school.

Is there a book trust? I am sorry
that I cannot answer that question,
but will say that we are not in it, and
most surely the change in books was
not made to help them, bui to help
your children. We have made some
changes this year, for the first time
in years, trying to bring our school
up. If ‘‘Patron’’ will tell this board
who it is that hasn’t the books, and
wants them, I will guarantee that the
board will give these books out of
their pockets—even this song book
that ‘‘Patron’’ ought to have stu-
died, so he could sing, instead of
kicking.

¢“‘Patron’’ has a great deal to say
as to what the legislature did in
changing the law as to the method of
electing the trustees for the graded
school, and now is the time "for to
begin kicking. Who is ‘“Patron’’? I
want to know. whether he, she or it.
I love to know who I am talking to,
so I ean take off my hat if it is a lady.
Don’t think I am not your friend be-
cause you kick. I love a kicker—I
am one—but let us kick when we
have something to kick about; and
kick for the good of the school, not
about buying books. I want more
kickers, for when yol kick you are
thinking about the school, and that
is what we want. I want to get the
people to work, get them mad, and

you may look for something. So I
say kick, kick.
Now, if ‘‘Patron’” had stopped

here, and not have tried to give the
trustees any advice as to submitting
the question for an additional tax
for the school, I would have loved
him, or her: but here is where he
shows himself up. He is not wanting
any improvements in the school work,
even to buying books for his boy. I
will make this assertion that “‘Pat-
ron'' has not been to the graded
zchool, and does not know what he is
talking abontf. We want this tax. and
we want vou to talk about it and
write about it, and kieck, until we
get the one mille tax. We are not ash-
amed to tell you what we want, and
not ashamed to put our names to
what we write; so you wiil know who
we are and what we are. So you see
I, for one, do not have to take your
advice as to not asking for the tax.
and as vou have mentioned the mat-

bhooks needed? Are we getting our|ter, let us keep it going, and keep

money’s worth—value reeciveq for|on and on until we gzet it.

what the schools cost? So von see what vou have done by
Now, to the frustees: Turn your|your kicking: vou have started the

eves from Books a itle and ook | ball rolling. and T. for ane, will help

Ei:-‘t*\\'!!pl‘!‘*. and the hook trusts won't | vou keep it rolling.

make quite so much and the patrons

will be benefited more and the chil-

l But who are you?

J.%. Wicker.

Tailor Made

FOR LADIES

Built to Fit You

By one of the good Houses of New York

The materials used in these Suits are
New 1908 Styles. The tailoring the
very best. Let us figure with you be-

fore buying your fall suit. : : : @ @ :

OUk TWO BIG STORES

Are rapidly filling with the best of the
season’s offerings. We are in line to fill
your wants, Bear in mind our prices
are always as low as consistent with
good quality. Wemake : @ @ @ I :

A Specialty of Quality.

We aim always to give you the grade
of merchandise that wears well and
gives satisfaction. Yours truly,

(0.5 NOWER LU
T0 HOUSEKEEPERS

WE OFFER THE MOST CONPLETE LINE OF

Fanicy and Staple Groceries

IN THE GITY, AND WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS.
Ring Phone 212 or call on us at
any time and your wants will be

promptly attended to. . .
WE KEEP

Everything “Good to Eat.”
Everything the Best.
Everything Fresh.

JONES
“Up - to - Date™ Grrery.

Fresh Norfolk Oysters received
every day. Sold by the quart or

Served on Short Notice in any

Style. |
Patronage of Ladies especially

solicited.
All seasonable dlSheS at

Especially need “Nature’s Remedy' (NR Tablets); need it to take the Rhen-
matism out of their joints; need it to keep their Stomach, Liver, Eidneys
and Bowels In good order; need it for the strength and vigor It gives.

Let *NATURE’S REMEDY*’ Be‘Your_ Doctor.

Take & tablet now and then; it will keep your system im such good
condition that diseases cannot take hold. Every box is guaranteed $0
glve aatisfaction, or the purchase price refunded.

\ | Better Than Pills For L:verllls

‘CET A’ 2547 503."

William E. Pelham &Son, Newberry, S. C.

We Lend Money

TO

Buy Homes!
We provide easy terms of payment.
We enable borrowers to accumulate a fund _ ~

in Monthly Instaliments, on which interest is ‘
allowed to meet obligations at maturity.

It is cheaper than paying rent. If you want
to save money to buy a home take a Security
Contract.

If you want to save money for any purpoee
take a Security Contract. It pays.

Call on A. J. Gibson, Asstant Secretary and

Treasurer, at office, corner Boyce and Adams
struets, next door to Copeland Brothers.

SECURITY LOAN AND INVESTMENT GO,

NEWEBERRY, 3.0,

YOUR BANKING!
THE NEWBERRY SAVINGS BANK,

Capital $50,000 o Surplus $30,000

No Matter How Small, No Matter How Large,

The Newberry Savings Bank

will give it careful attention. This message

applies to the men and the women alike.

JAS. McINTOSH. J. E. NORWOOD,
President. Cashler.

Soecial Ching Sule,

If you are in need of China
come to the Book Store. But be-
fore you come, get the other fel-
low’s price, and P’ll guarantee to
give you better goods for less /-
money. Now is the time, and
this is the place to get the goods.

COME AND SEE.

Book Store,

|




