
IRACULOUS ANSWER TO PRAYER

Power of Speech Restored to West-
minster (S. C.) Nan-Like the

Xarvels of Early Days.

Westminster, April 7.-Without

question the most conspicuous man in

upper' South Carolina today is Mr.
Thomas Drayton Poore. He had this

unabating conspicuousness since the
afternoon of February 7, 1911. It
does not dwindle in the least, but

rather grows greater as the circle

covering the knowledge of his expe-

rience grows wider. People from dif-
Jerent parts of the State and from the

neighboring State of Georgia have
come in numbers to Westminster for
the sole purpose of looking on the
person of this now marked man. Let-
ters have been received by the hun-
dreds making inquiry about him.

This popularity is not the result of
any achievement in the lines of his
#e labors, farming and selling real

estate. The thing that has brought
Mr. Poore into the lime light is the
sadden restoration to him of the pow-
er of speech, of which he had been

totally deprived for almost three
years. To be more exact, the thing
Oiat has pointed him out as a con-

spicuous character is not the simple
fact of the restoration of speech, but
the circumstances under which his
speech was restored, and more espe-
cially the cause that is belfeved to
bave been behind it and responsible
:for it. It is generally believed by the
best people and the people that have
given their time and thought to the
1ho,rough investigation of the matter,
hat nothing short of a real miracle-
one like those recorded in the exper-
iences of the early disciples-has been
felt in the life of a man dwelling right
In our midst. A miracle that was per-
formed while men looked on, and at-
tested by the experience that was

visible to about four hundred people
at the time, and thousands of people
since the moment that it was brought
about.
A brief history of the case of Mr.

Poor will sell the story and put be-
fore the reader the evidence upon
which the claim of. a miracle is posit-

ed.,
Lost Speech in 1908.

Mr. Poore, who is one of the most re-

putable men of the t}>wn and county in
which he lives, began to lose the pow-
er of speech on the 11th da'y of April,
1908, and continued to grow worse

in this respect until on the 18th day
of December 'of thatdear he was ut-
terly unable to make an audible
sound, even in the form of a whisper.
The physicians told him that it was

the result of a case of nerv.ous indi-
gestion that had been troubling him
for a long time. Mr. Poore was un-
able to make 'a single sound in the
nature of speech until the afternoon
of February 11, 1911. It is the return
of the power of s.peech, especially in
the light of ther circumstances of its
return, and, as it is confidently be-
lieved by all, the cause of its re-
turn that makes Mr. Poore to be a

subject of. great interest at this time.

The circumstances are these: There
was a protracted service in progress
at the Baptist church in Westminster,
of which Mr. Poore is a member and
officer. The services were being con-
ducted by the Rev. S. E. Stephens, a
returned missionary of that denomin-
ation. On the afternoon of the 7th of
February, at a 'very quiet meeting in
which prayer was the predominating
feature.. Mr. Poore wrote on a slip of
paper a request that prayer 'be offered
for him that God would give hini
grace to bear his affliction. Attention
was called to the fact that it might be
God's will to restore to him his voice,
and this was made the burden of the
prayers offered at that time. LikE
Paul of old, the brethren prayed thai
the "thorn of the flesh" might be re-
moved, but if it was not for the glor3
of God that it be removed that thei2
~brother might b,e given grace to beai
it to God's glory and praise.

Mr.' Poore Joined in Singing.
After the season of prayer was over

without asking if the answer had beer
given, the leader an-nounced a hyn
and none was more surprised, per.
hiaps, than Mr. Poore to find that h(
could join in the singing with as
strong and melodious a voice as any~
one present. The amazement 'was
startling when Mr. Poore, just as thE
minister was about to dismiss the con-

gregation, rushed to the platform
lifted his 'hand and began to tell, with
lips that had been speechless for threE
sears of how wouderfully God had an-
swered the prayers of His people or

that occasion. At the request of 3Ir
Poore the congregation sang "Neuor.
My God to Thee" and "Pas Godi
from Who:mn al: Blessings Flow." the
subjec: of' th blessing ladingth
singing with a thrill in bis voice that
by that congregation was in'e'r hra
on land or sea.
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any drag in the meeting after that
hey are quitemistaken.An ovatior
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J. E. NORWOOD, Cashier,

The following named persons are

o'clock a. m. and closing at 4 o'clock
p. m.
A registration certificate and poll

hereby appointed to conduct said elec-
ton: E. W. Werts, W. T. Gibson and
M. H. Boozer. All voters in favor of
new bonds vote "yes,"' against new-
bonds vote "no."

Geo:' Y. Hunter,
J. L. Wise,
R. T. Pugh,

Truees4 of School District No. 14.


