
BLEASE ON HOSIERY l4iILL.

Calls on Legislature to Abolish the
Mill-Says if it Does Not That

He Will.

Governor Blease sent to the gener-
al assembly Friday afternoon the fol-

lowing special message, relating to

the hosiery mill at the State peniten-
tiary:

Gentlemen: I recommend that you

require the board of directors cf the

State penitentiary to improve the

buildings which they have there now;
to tear away the old rock building;
put up new buildings that will be in

keeping with up-to-date sanitary rules
and conditions, and that they be re-

quired to build a hospital for tuber-
culosis on the farm in Lexington
county and put all - cases of tubercu-

losis out on the farm, where they can

have plenty of pure fresh air, plenty
of sunshine and be given such food as

the doctor thinks most advisable.
Change Prison Rules.

I further recommend that you re-

quire that the prison rules be changed
so that the prisoners be allowed to
talk to each other at certain hours;
that they may be allowed to read good
books, magazines, etc.; that they may
be -allowed to hear sermons, by those

who wish to -preach to them, and that

your body stop useless whipping of

convicts, particularly when they are

assigned to a task which they are not

able to do, either from physical dis-
ability or from want of experience
along the line of work assigned to

them, because I am satisfied that un-

der some of your prison rules, you
make criminals out of men instead of
reforming them.

Chance for Economy?
Another matter to whieh I most re-

spectfully call your attention is the
fact that the State of South Carolina
is now paying laborers on the new

asylum buildings $1 per day, at the

expense of the taxpayers, and yet they
are hiring convicts to Graham & Co.
at 57 1-2 cents per ,day and feeding
them, clothing them, and as extra pay
giving them tuberculosis. These con-

victs would do more work at the asy-

lum than the paid labor, and be health-
ier and labor longer in the service
of the State than at present.

Therefore, I recommend that the
penitentiairy furnish the labor at the
asylum and save the money, giving
the convicts 'sunshine and pure air

*and longer lives, and showing that
South Carolinians are not barbarians
and treat their convicts like brutes,
but are civilized and show mercy and
kindness even to the unfortunate and
misguided; and, I 'would further rec-

ommend that yc a require that better1
food be given to the convicts.

* Many Not Guilty.
It is true that- many of the people

are criminals, but at the same time
there are many in there that are not

guilty and have been put there by
perjured testimony, and by 'whatever
rule or law they are there, I do not
think that it is right to abuse them or

not to give them sufficient food upon
which 'to do the work required of
them. Neither do I think that they
should be unmercifully ~whipped or'

cruelly treated-in fact, gentlemen,
every time one of them is whipped, it
is a violation of the constitution of
the United States and of the State of
South Carolina, and if the man who'
plies the lash was indicted, unless a

jury perjured themselves, he would
be convicted, for our constitutionf
plainly and distinctly says that cor-

* poral punishment shall not be inflict-
ed.

Better Convicts' Condition.
In conclusion, I plead with you, gen-

tlemen, to better the condition of these
men. They are human beings; no

man has ever yet fallen so low but
what there is some good in him; ev-

ery man is made in the image of his
God, and as long as that image lasts,
so long will there be something good
in that man. They are human -beings,
unfortunate, but that is no reason why
they should be abused. When you,
were children, reading your histories,
you would hold up your hands in
holy horror at the idea of a human be-
ing being placed for punishment under
s'ome big block, which was allowed to

descend slowly upon him until it fin-
ally reached him and crushed the life
out iof -his body. This you called bar-
:barism, and yet we South Carolinians
are- shackling our fellow Carolinians
and putting them into a, hosiery mill
where they are bound to take con-

sumption, which, as sure as the sun

shines, will cause them much suffer-
ing and a slow, but a sure death,
and yet we call ourselves high-grade
ciilized Christian peorle.

"Don't Blame Me."
Now, gentlemen, I have done my

part; i have appealed to you; I have~
appW. 'the State board of health.;

o.<th.a courts; I have

I come again and appeal to you. What
are you going to do about it? MY
advice to you is to do something. If
you do not, then don't blame me for
what I do. You are spending thou-

sands of dollars through your boards
of health to stamp out and prevent
disease, and yet in the penitentiary
you are giving them consumption to

take home to their families and friends
as Thanksgiving and Christmas pres-
ents. When their terms expire, you

say to the county that sent them, "We
took him well and hearty; kept him

one, five, ten or twenty years, worked
him, and now we return him to you
with consumption, and in good time
will tax you to help stamp it out."
"It must be remembered that

though a prison the State penitentiary
isconnected through its inmates with
every section of the State and num-

bers among those inmates unfortunate
representatives of the best families
inthe State. Prison walls can never

break the ties that are touched here
r separate the suffering in and out

afprison. Shall the State aggravate
that suffering by permitting or impos-
ing conditions which make the impris-
manent final-eternal? Have not
those out of prison also some claim
:xright on the State?. The right to
bave those dear to them humanely
treated---their health and lives pro-
tected? When such has not been done
the very citizens upon whom the State
must rely for her support have been
wronged. When by her own act
tiealth has been seriously impaired
but life has not been taken, the State
should atone for the wrong done even

tothe extreme extent of her power.
Men, though prisoners, are still sub-
jects of the State, and have rights
that the State must respect and pro-
tect. Duty and humanity demand it."
On the floor of the house of repre-
sentatives, February 11, 1899, in dis-
,ussing the appropriation bill, I made
the following remarks: "I wish to be
put on record, arelative to the leasing
Dfconvicts for farm purposes, in con-

dict with farmers of the State. The
system is wrong. I do not wish, how-
ever, to jeopardize the passage of this
bill and as the house is very thin, I
will simply make my motion so as to
goon record as against the leasing of
cnvicts for farm purposes." Speaker
Gary stated that he could not recog-
nize such conditional motion. The
amendment was put' and lost.
I am still of the same opinion-the
hosiery mill should be at once clos-
ed,the convicts used at the asylum
and at other State works. If you
gentlemen desire to further investi-
gate matters, I ask that you call J. A.
Brodie, J. E. Dean, G. L. Bray, S. M.
McDill, J. M. Knight an B. E. Evans,
whld were at one time guards in said
institution, as witnesses; and if oth-

ers ibe needed, I 'will name several
foryou who have actually -worked in
the mill and seen the effects upon
themsel'ves and others and also give
naes of men who knew these men

and 'their condition before they went
tothe penitentiary and know them
now as. consumptives.
I desire no friction, no row and no

unpleasantness, but action, and it
must be had-.by you or me. Which?

SCole. L. Blease,
Governor.

JENNGS ASES INVESTIGATION.

Questions Blease's Statement About
State Loan-Concurrent Resolu-

tion Introduced.

Columbia, Jan. 11.-A memorial
from State Treasurer R. H. Jennings

waspresented to the senate today, by
Senator W. L. Mauldin, of Greenville,
in the form of a joint resolution, call-
ing for the appointment of a commit-
tee of investigation to be composed of
two members of the senate and three
members of the house, to look into
the facts suirrounding the borrowing
of the $500,000 by the State for run-

ning expenses and which the governor
claimed credit for in his annual mes-

sage. Mr. Jennings took exception to
this and the result is the demand for
an investigation of it and to ascertain
to whom thle credit belongs by a comn-
mittee of thle general assembly. The
whole matter was referred to the fin-
ance committee, of which Senator
Mauldin is chairman.

Blease Claims Credit.
The letter, which Treasurer Jen-

nings addressed to the general assem-

bly, refers to the following part of the
governor's annual message: "Your at-
teition is called to the fact that with
the assistance of J. Pope Matthews,
cashier of tile Palmetto National bank,
of Columbia, money was borrowed at
the lowest rate we have ever had, ex-

cept during the administration of Gov
Heyward, when a pa.rt of the amount
was secured at 3 per cent. In some
instances it has been necessary to
leave 20 per cent. '-n deposit, but in

here, it is drawing interest for the

State, thus further reducing the net

cost of the loan, which has not been
done heretofore.
"The State treasurer signed the

notes. I then took charge of them and
went to New York with Mr. Matthews,
and after all arrangements for obtain-

ing the money had been completed, in
the .presence of Mr. Matthews and So-
icitor George Bell Timmerman, I sign-
ed the notes and -turned them over to

the proper authorities. The arrange-
ments were not completed before we

reached New York; the notes were not

executed until after we had arrived in
New York, as will be attested to by
Messrs. Matthews and Timmerman
and any report or correspondence to

the contrary is a malicious falsehood
and was an effort to rob me of the
credit due me in securing this loan."

Not True, Says Jennings.
After quoting this part of the mes-

sage in his letter to the general as-

sembly, Mr. Jennings added:
"This statement is not in accordance

with the facts and is a reflection upon
me as treasurer. I, therefore, re-

spectfully ask that your honorable
body inv!estigate this matter and as-

certain the true facts of the case, so

that you may not be misled as to the
administration of the affairs of the
treasurer's office."
The following is the concurrent res-

olution as offered by Senator Mauldin:

"Be it resolved by the senate, and
house of representatives concurring,
That a special committee, consisting
of two senators and three members of
the house of representatives, be ap-

pointed by their respective presiding
officers of the two houses at once to
examine into the matter of the terms

upon which- money was borrowed by
the State during the year 1911, refer-1
red to in the governor's annual mes-

sage, and that the committee report
the result of this investigation to the
two houses as early as practicable."

T. B. FRASER TO SUPREME BENCH.

Chosen on Second Ballot Over Three
Competitors-Associate Justice

Woods -Re-elected.

Columbia, Jan. 11.-Associate Jus-
tice C. A. Woods was today nominated
by his friend, Senator Montgomery, of
Marion, for re-election on the supremie
court benchi. No speeches were per-
mitted, but in a sind1e sentence Mr.
Montgomery spoke much when he said
*he had real pleasure in- nominating .

for re-election Justice C. A. Woods, the
eminent jurist, the self-sacrificing and ee
distinguished citizen ang the lovable ri
citizen of his home county Of course cor
there was no opposition to the re-

election of Associate Justice Woods,
and he was unanimously re-elected
for the full term.

Elected on Second Ballot. Si
Then came the election of an asso- mee1

ciate justice to fill the unexpired term 8 O'<
of Chief Justice Eugene B. Gary, the
Hon. Thomas B. Fraser, of Sumter, Hi
being elected. The attitude of the
lawyers to this high position is shown,
by the fact that four candidates were B4
offered for the high honor. Senator Bi
Hardin presented the name of Judge mee

George W. Gage, of Chester; Senator o'ck
Clifton presented the name of Mr.
Thomas B. Fraser, of Sumter; Mr. J.
Kurtz P. Smith nominated Judge Geo.
E. Prince, of Anderson, and Senator IL

Francis H. Weston, of Columbia, pre- will
sented the name of Mr. Geo. W. S. ing,
Hart, of Yorkvill.e ev'er
Then .th, 'balioting began. afte

The first 'ballot resulted: Thomas B. J-

Fraser 75, George W. Gage 53, George
E. Prince 20, George W. S. Hart 12.

Then came the second and conclu-Ct
sive ballot: Thomas B. Fraser 93,
George W. Gage 58, George E. Prince

mee
9. Necessary to elect 81. o'cl
.Thus Mr. Thomas B. Fraser, who-
has for years given patient and intel-Te
ligent service to his State as a mem--
ber of the house, and has been chair-I
man of the house judiciary committee, Ii'
was elevated to a place on the su-

preme court bench. The election Will
give entire satisfaction.
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