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A FAMOUS CASE. |

TRIAL OF THE BROXTON BERIDGE!
MURDERERS AT AIKEN.

Over Fifty Witnessrs in Altendance and 3
Brilliant Array of the Fest Lawyers for
the Defenss, Soiicltor Reltinger Alona
for State.

AIREN, 8. C., Oct. 27 ——The famous,
or more properly speaking, the inla
mous Broxion Bridge murder case is
now on trial in the court of sessious
at this place, having been begun here
this morning. There is not in the
criminal armnals of the State of Seuth
Carolina, noted for its many horrble
murders, & moretraly revolting erime
than that for which six of the most
prominent citizens of Colleton county
are now on trial for their lives.

Already have tbese men been tried
for the murder of an aged aund inof-
fending negress and have been cleared;
now they are on trial for ihe killing
of her son. OI course there is no say-
ing what a petty jury will do, but So
licitor Bellinger. on the part of the
State of South Carolinz, the peace,
gocd order and dignity thereof, will
do all in his power to convict these
men.

On the night of ihe 2ad of lasi De-
cember, a cold, clearmoonlight night,
Colleton county was the scene of two
bruial murders. Isham Kearsesnd his
mother, Hannah Wa %er, wereso foul-
ly maltreated that they died from their
wounds. These wounds were inilici-
ed upon them by means of a buggy
trace, and the two were literally beat-
en to death. Their bodies were found
in the frozen ground the morning af-
ter reduced slmestto a pulp, cut, la-
cerated sand scarcely recognizable.
There cculd be no doubt but that these
two were beaten to death by fiends in
human shape.

A State dispepsary detective, W. H.
Newbold, was sent by the authorities
1o investigate the case, snd his'inves-
tication brought to light one of the

_most horrible stories ever in print.

have been no more diabolical in their
treatment than were the murderers of
old Hannan Walker and her son, and
of Rose Kearse, whom they unmerci-
fully beat. It developed thaton the
2nd of December, 15395, certain white
men had gone to the houses of these
negroes, secured them, tied them with
ropes to their buggies and hterally
drageed them for over a mile. Here
the three were beaten with a buggy
trace.

Ross Kearse, who was ihe wile of
Isham Kearse, for whose murder there
are now on trial here Dr. W, B. Ack-
erman, Frank Jenny, Wyman Kearse
and Frank Brant, escaped from the
mob of villainous men and fled
through the weods, not however, be-
fore she too, was terribly Dbeaten.
Rosa Kearse was terrified, and though
shestill remained in the peighborhood
she was at the house of arelative and
afraid to speak of the affair at alll
Finally, however, she told her uncle
and then little by little the detective
~as.enabled tc make out his clue.

these men should have committed the
crime that they are charged with.
While it kas never developed in
court it is said 'hat there was missing
from a nearby church a Bible. Be
cause these negroes were suppesed to
be the ones who stole tne Holy Book,
so the theory has it, they were taken
out and flogged. Il was notthe irten-

whip them to death, but they carried

From the circamstantisl evidence
in the case there seemed no deubt but
that the men mentioned were the
guilty ones. They were accordingiy
arrested and in February last, before
Judee Aldrich, tried in the Colleton
court of sessions, holding at Walter-
boro. This trial was had upen the
first count in the caze, that of the
murder of Hannah Walker, whoss
bedy wasfound in a pool ef wuter, not
very far {rom thatof her son.

This first tria; was one of the most
noted ever had in the State forthe rea-
son that at it the solicitor had great
trouble, and his life was threatened.
In spite of this, however, he laler
weni to Wallerboro on campaign
‘business, and then defied the men who
had threatened him. After the men
were acguitted of the murder of Han-
nah Walker, there being still another
indictment against them, the solicitor
petitioned for a change of venue, and
the case wasset for a hearing berore
Judge Earle here.

Ever since court opened in Aiken
over a weekago, thecalling of the case
has been anxiously expected. and the
little town has been overrun with
witnesses and others who sre inferest-
ed. There are inall about fifty-five
witnesses in the ease.

The prisoners, who are all intelli
gent looking men, comparatively well

d prosperous looking, have
been incarcerd in Aiken jail since
Saturday the 17th, ‘Wwhen they were
brought up here from Walterboro by
Sherift Black of Colleton county. Pre-
vious to that time they had beenin
Waiterboro jail. Atiempis to get
them out on bond were made, but
there was never any attempt eifher on
their part or that of their friendsto
break jail. All of them had given
themseives up, and so, though incon-
venienced preferred to remein ia cus
tody than 1o flee the county or State.
They are all in splendid condition and
thewr confinement dces not seem to
have in the least affected their health.
When the cass was ca:led for the so-
licitor announced that he would try
the case sgainst Ackermsn. Jenuy,
‘Brant and Kearse, being that known
as the first case, for murdering Isham
Kearse by beating with a buggy trace.

The following jury was swern:

W. W. Toole, foreman; J. S. Me-
Kie, John H. Redd, G. L. Toole, .
J. Williams, D. T. Gantt, J. J. Tay-
lor, H. P. Jobnson, S. P. Kitching,
A. IL Asbell, R. E. Corley, B. I
Varn. -

Before going into the evidence i
the case as far as it went foday, it will
be well to state some furiher particu-
lars, There were three indictments at
first, One charging the four defend-
auts with the murder of Hannsh Wal
ker, another charging them with the
murder of Isham Kearse, and a thizd
roaking Stanley and lliers parties de-
fendant on the grounds that if the
man Kearse was not killed by the
whipping, he was beaten into un un-
conscious state, and left in the eold of
a December night, the exposure kill-
ing him.

Dr. C. W. liers was the first wit
ness on Lhe stand; said thal he had ex-
amined the body of Kearse and death
resulted from wounds and bruises.

The next witness was J. K. Vain.

Kesrse, That the man and the woman
were both buried in the siune pine box
and before hud been lelt on ihe
eround all nieht in the cold.

Dr. Martia Bellinger was the next
wilness on the stand. Ile stated that
at the request of the solicitor he had
oona to the place of vurial and had
condaeted an examination of the bad
ies of llannah Walker =and John
Kearse, alter having them exhumed,
This was on the 11th. ile found that
the two murdered persons, the old
niother and her son, had simply bzen
dumped into a plain pine box, and
over them there was nothinz bula
strip of eloth, Doth bodies were in a
terrible state. They were cut and
braised in & terrible manner. The
wounds, he stated, were evidently
made by scme round edge, pliable in-
strument. perhapsa bugay trace.

I M. Ward stated that he lived near
Broxten DBridge. Ile was only acguain-
ted with Dr. Ackerman. On the 4th
of December he heard thai Isham
iearse was dead. Saw Dr. Ackerman
on Mondav night abouti 8 o'clock be-
fore the Wednesday on which the in-
quest took place. Dr. Ackerman call-
«d to buy a pair of shoes, bat did not
get them. Sent the shoes to himat
Walterboro after he was imprisoned
at Walterboro.

Allen Hayes on Monday nighi was
passing the place of Mr. Preston Hiers
and he was in his lot hitchingupa
horse. There was a buggy and a road
cart standicg 1n the road and there
were several men standizng sround.
He did not krow what time it was
then, but after walking half a mile to
bis own place it was 11 o'clock. Sev-
eral other witpesses testified to the
faet of Mr. Oiers hitching up a buggy
on the night of the killing.

Sandy Campbell stated that he had
been in jail charged with the killing
of Hannah Walkerand Isham Kearse.
He had at that time lived on Mr.
Hierss placa. Ua tbe day of the in-
quest he was not present. The night
before he was at his own house. lle
was also home on XMonday night be-
fore the inquest.

On that night he Lad seen Ishom
Kearse and Rose Kearse at his house,
He came there about two hours after
dark. Campbell walked out with him
toward his home. Asthey got by Mr.
Hiers's house thr=s or four men ran
out and said we irrest vcu. In the
crowd were Mr. Iilars, Mr. Drant, Dr.
Ackerman ana Me Stan'vy. They
showed no warrant. Tae men put a
repe around him <.d azother about
Isham. The men said they wanted the
man who had their properiy, which
was some books. l.ater the meh un-
tied him and let him go. They took
Kearse off. Campbell went home and
after that some whils men cams to his
place and asked for Rosa Kearse. They
took her off with them. He saw a
bugey in the rosd when Rosa went
out but did not know what became of
Kearse. He did not see any of the
while men mentioned by him as being
the ones who stopped him and Kearse
that night, until he was in jail at
Walterboro with them. Oa that night
he saw Hannah Walker about a hun-
dred yards from his house. She was
with some one he did not know.
When asked it he had made all this
slatement at Walterboro he said no
for the reascn that he was warned not
to

When Campbell was asked i.that
in testifying in Walterboro, (when the
same men were on trial for the killing
of Hannah Walker) he had not said
he did not know whoit was that
knocked on his door. Ile dii not re:
member. Campbell was then asked if
the did not in %Valierbnm say that
Kearse had gone off by himself. This
be did not remember. Campbeil was
further asked why he did not tell the
whole story at Walterboro as he was
doing it now. Campbell replied that
he had b2en advised not to by Mr.
Hiers. Further Campbell said that
Mr. Hiers and others had told him
that if he told what he knew he would
rever leave the courl rcom.
SKCOND DAY CF THRE TRIAL.

Amex, 8. C, Oct. 25.—Tne first wit-
ness up today was Mr. J. J. Falk, who
was last night put on the stand, was
agzain up. Falk stated that Lo wasa
resident of Colleton County, and was
acquainied with the defendants. lad
not known any of them very long.
Had met them in jail. Ils was there
because hearing there was a warrant
for him in the case he had surrender-
ed to the sherifl. Mr. Falk stated that
the woman Hannah Walker, who was
killed, resided on his place. He haa
also been acquainted with Rosu Kearse,
who lived on his place with her hus:
pand, Isham Kearse. Wilness was ac-
guainted with Sandy Campbell, who
was one of the wilnesses on the stand
yesterday. Mr. Falk knew Mr. P IL
Hiers, who lived about 800 yards from
him. He was at the inquesl over the
bodies of the two negroes, bul as he
had not examined them he could not
swear that the bodies were thos2 of
Hannah Walker and Isham Iarris.

Oqa the night of the 2ad he was
awakened by persons calling at his
eate. He asked the three men he saw
there what they wanted. They told
him that they bhad a man there they
wanted him to identify. Ile asked
who it was, and wastold that the man
was Isham Kearse. Iz dressed and
went to the gate. There was a buggy
there and a man wastied to it. This
man he identitied as Ishamn Kearse af
ter striking a light. lle asked the men
what they were doing with Isham and
they said that they wanted him for
rape. They also said that they want
ed Hannah Walker for stealing books,
ard asked him io go with them 1o
Hannah Walker's house. When he
got to the woman's house, wnich was
on his place, there were four vehicles
there standing in front of the house.
One man met him at the sleps and
said that he would go in and search
the hous3 for the stolen property. He
was unable to see who the man was.
In the houss he struck a match and
found that the house was apparently
empty. Thissurprised him. Finally
they found an oid lamp which he lit.
After s scarch they could find neither
Hannah Walker ¢r the stolen pro-
perty.

Aztersward ihey found Hannah Wal-
ker at a house cu ihe place of Mr
Adam Falk. At that time lsham
earss was tied behind oue of the
buggies. Ie heard 2 man tell Jlan-
nah Walker that they wanted to know
where the books were, IHannah Wal-
ker replied that she did “not know
where the books were unless they were
at Isham’s camp. Tue people then
drove off. A hule below the place
where llannal was gotten the roads
branched ol At the forks of the road
one party ok Isham one way and
the other went toward a woods, Mr.
Jralic said he was in the party that
took Tlannalh Walker in the woods.
After searcaing there and linding no

He saw the bodies, one of which was |

| bocks, they brought Hannah out.

Then she said the books wers with |she was afraid.

Itosa Kearse, who was stayinz at|

Sandy Campbell’s The men drove to
Sandy’s house and he followed them.
When he searched Sandv’s house the
men had golten Rosa Kearse. They
then drove toward Droxton Dridee.
He left them after the men iold him
that they did not intend doing any-
thine with the women. DBoth women
were tied witl a strap around their
necks.

Mer. Folk eould not idenlify any of
the men in the crowd, though le
thought he recognized the voice af
Preston iliers.

Tom Kirk stated that on Monday
nizht Mr. Jake Folk, who had just
left the stand, came to his house and
knocked on his door. Mr. Folk asked
if Ilannah Walker was there. Kirk
swore that there were two buggies and
a road cart outside aad that in one of
them he recognized Preston Hiers. He
saw Isham Kearse, tied by the neck,
standing bekind one of the buggies.
He was at the Seymour house when
liannah Walker was secured. She was
tied by the neck behind one of the
buggies after the men had told her to
consider herself under arrest. There
was no conversation among the white
men that was heard. The witnesses
staled that he was uracquainted with
the defendants except Mr. Hiers, whom
he saw in the crowd. e did not see
Hannah Walker or Isham Kearse af-
ter that until they were buried, when
he was present. (n the cross exami-
nation nothing was developed.

Solomon Graut stated that or the
Monday night previous to the killing
he was at his home on the place of
Mr. Adam Xolk. About 10 or 1l
o'clock som 2 men stopped at his house
and asked if Hannah Walker was
there. He did not kuow any of the
people who were in the three vehicles
at lirst, but later did recognize Dr. Ac-
kerman, Hiers and Jake Folk. When
the crowd got to the Szymour house
Dr. Ackerman told her to consider
herself under arrest. Then he heard
Dr. Ackerman ask fora line. He then
tied lier around the neck. As he was
ieing the rope Hannah Walker said
“Lord what has I done to the buckra.”
Witness heard Dr. A-kerman say to
her: “Yew haven't done anylhing,
and that is the reason we are goine to
give you hell.” Oa the crossexami-
=ation the defense endeavored to show
that Grant had bren approached by
the detective and threatened with ar-
rest if be did not make certain state-
ments. Pompey Grant corroborated
the statements of Solomon Grant.

I3en Seymour, at whose house Han-
nah Walker was taken from, was the
next witness put on the stand. Ile
was at his house on the night of the
killing of Kearse, Mr. Folk Seymour
stated they called to him and told him
that they wanted tosee Hannah. Ilan-
nah went out and as she did so Dr.
Ackerman teld her to consider herself
under arrest. After ihat he did not
see Hannah again. e knew that Dr.
Ackerman was there because of his red
moustache.

Rosa Kearse, wile of the murdered
man, and one ol the three beaten on
the night of the 2ad of December, was
put on the stand. Ier siory wasone
of horror in its defails. Iiosa Kearse
swore that she was the wife of Isham
Kearse. On the night of the 2nd of
December she was at the house of her
uncle Sandy Campbell. Jenney and
Ackerman came to her uncle’s house
and asked for her. She went out and
then was asked by Ackerman if she
knew anything of the books She
told them no and then oune of them
said, “d—n ycu, none of you know
anything about il.” After this Acker-
man tied a line arcund her neck and
tied it to the buggy in which he and
Jenny were seated. They drove the
horse off inatrot. She [ollowed as
best she could, being compelled to run
to keep up. After running for some
{ime she tripped up and fell to the
grcund. She was unable to gain her
feet for the horse wais going too fast,
and so she was dragged by her neck.
She clutched at the line with her hands
snd prevented the rope from slrang:
ling her, while Ler body was dragged
helplesslv over the rough road.

After about a half mile they got to
a piece of woods, and there by a lire
were the four other men. Dress Iliers
had a gun- At theside of the fire was
her husbind and Hannah Walker.
When they got up to the other four
men Rosa said she was bound to one
of the iree mnear the lire. Then the
men advised all three of ihem to tell
aboul ihe books if they knew any-
thine about them. No information
could be given by the negroes and they
were made to sitrip. Iirst the aged
negro woman, the mother of Isham,
was stripped of every vestige of cloth-
ing and beaten with a buggy trace by
the white men. They beal the wo-
man until she coulu not stand up.
Then Isham was made tostrip hims2If,
e was b2aten until he dropped.

2osa Kearse wasthe Jast to be whip
ped. She was then but 17 years old,
but large for her age. She had but re-
c2ntly eottenup from a bed of contine:
ment, but she was stripped of allofl
her elothes. There in ihe cold of a
December night they beat her unmer
cifully. After they had finished whip-
ping her one of them hand-d her a
mateh and told her{obuilda fire. One
of the men helped Isham to put on his
coat and shirt. Ackerman then told
Isham that if he didn’t find the books
by Wednesday night he would come
back and kill the wholed-—n ecreation
of negroes. Then they said good
night and le{t her. Isham was then
on his all fours unable to move at all.
This was about two hours before day.
She went to her unele's house and re-
mained there.

Oa the cross examination she stated
that she was placed in Walterboro
jail for safe keeping. Mr. Gruber
was cenduciing the cross examination
for the defence, and to him the wit-
ness was almost insolent. ller an-
swers were mostily in monosyllables
and insisted on calling all of the
white men by their names withoutany
prefix at all. The cross examination
sought to show that while in Walter-
boro jail Rosa Kearse had told several
perons that she did not know who
nad done the whipping. Sheadmilted
that she told two mz2n named Smith
that she had no idea who the persons
were thai .whipped her. This was
somewhat of a surprise for previously
10sa Nearse had so persistently stuck
to her statement that the six men had
done whipping. She swore that she
did not have a conveasation with
John Varc onthe ratlroad when the
defence asked her the question.

On the redirect itosa Kearse said
that while she wasin jul Varn had
coute to herand advised her io say
that she knew nothing of the men who
whipped her if she wanted to save her
life. When the sollcitor asked her
why she told Smith that she did not

kunow who beat her, sha did so because

Sherill' Blalock, of Colleton county,
stated that the prisoners had surren-
dered Lo him on the 16th of December
at the oflice of Ilowell & Gruber.
Itosa Wearse was in jail as State's wit
ness.  With the eonclusien of Sherill
Blalocks testimony Solicitor 1i21lin-
fier announced at4 o'clock that it rest-
ed itscase. -The defense asked for a
few moments to confer belors putting
up witnesses, which was granted.
The atlorneys were in conferenc for
some twenly minutes aflter the State
rested its case.

FOR THE DEEENCE.

The first witness for the defence was
Mr. J. O. Grillin, said that he was the
county supervisor and as such visited
the jail. Ife had asked Rosa Nearse if
the men then in jail were the ones
who had whipped her, and she had re-
plied “no.”

(Oa the crossexamination by ihe
State Mr. Dzllmger said that Rosa
Kearse had told bim on the 20th of
December, He was asked if he bad
told any oue about it at the February
term of the court. Ile replied that he
did not want Lo be a witness, but as he
haa told his brother, who was one of
the attorneys in the cise, had him
sunimoned.

D. L. Smith was at the Wallerboro
jailin January and had talked with
IR9sa Kearse, Here it was found that
when Il0sa had been asked of a con-
versation had with D. 1. Smith at the
jail in December she said that she had
none. She was recalled to the stand
in order lo answer the questions as
they related to his visit on the 12:h or
i5th of January, instead of in Decem
ber. She deniled having even had
eonversation with Smith.

D. L. Smith was again put on lhe
stand and he swore that he had seen
Rosa Kearse in the jail. That he had
asked her why sha was there and she
replied that she did not know, that she
had been whipped and put there, and
she did not know who did il.

I D. Walker swore that he was a
constable and had taken Rosa Kearse
to jail. He had conversalion with her
anil she told him she did not know
who whipped her, beciuse it was daik
and sha could not see.

J. W, Varn stated that he had szen
Iinsa Kearse on the railroad aad asked
her what she was doing there, because
he had learned that she had beer
whipped nearly to death, She had
told him that she was not whipped
much. She further told him that she
did not know who whipped her.

Jim Green had a conversation with
Ttosa Kearse, in whick she said it was
so dark that she could notsea who it
was that whippad her.

John Kearse (edlored) said thal he
was at the Walterboro jail. She had
told him that she did not know who it
was that whipped her, and she did not
think the men in jail looked like the
ones.

C. A, Walker, a trial justice of Col-
leton county held the inguest and
bound over the witnesses. He had
heard witnesses, among them Pompey
Grant, say that he did not recognize
any of the men who came to his house
that night. He was the acting coro-
ner and held the inguest. Oa the
cross examination he said he had the
mother and son buried 1n one box, and
there were no clothes on them. He
had issued & warrant for the arrest of
the four defendants, and turned it over
himself to the sherifT.

At 6 o'clock eourt adjourned for the
night to meet at 9:30 tomorrow morn-
ing.

THIRD DAY OF TRIAL.

AIKEX, S. C., Oct. 29 —The dzfence
devoted it time today in proving the
good character of the witnesses in the
community in which they lived, anu
put up an almost inlerminable num-
ber to swear to it. The wilnesses
were all the best people in the coun-
ties of Colleton, Darnwell and Hamp-
ton, and their teslimony had its weight
with the jury.

Col. Aldrich. who spake (iest this
aflternoon, said thal il the prisoners
were dealt with aceording to the news-
paper reports they would have already
been hanged, and the jury smiled in a
way that lead those who saw Lhem to
believe that Ackerman, Kearse, Jenny,
Brant, Stanley and lhers will walk
out of jail free men.

The argument in the case began to-
day al 3 o'clock, with Col. Aldrich up
for the defence. Ile spoke an hour,
and was followed by Mr. Ilowell, of
Walterboro. (ol. D), S. lHenderson,
of Aiken, closed for the defence. The
arecument was on the line that no case
had been made against the prisoners
at the bar. Solicitor Liallinger closed.
The request of the charge for the de-
fenee was as lollows:

“That if any material fact in the
case depends upon the testimony of a
witness who has been successfully con-
tradicled, and whose general repula-
tion is proven to be bad and such
proof of contradictionand of bad char-
acter, raises in the minds of the jury a
doubt as to the reliability of the testi-
mouny of such witness thatis a reason-
able doubt, and the verdict should be
‘not guilty.’

“That it is not advisable for the ju-
ry todraw any inference prejudicial
te the defendanls by reason of their
failure to take the stand and testify in
the case as witness.

“That the law presumes every man
to be innocent until he is proved to be
eguilty, and until proof of guilt, bs-
yond 4 reasonable doubt, has been ad-
duced against the prisoners they are
not called upon to open their mouths
in their defence.

“That in doubtful cases where the
minds of the jury may b2 wavering
betwaen the guilt or innocence of the
prisoners the vroof of good character
should be throwa into the sealesin
favor of inmocencs and resolve the
doubt in behalf of the accused.

This morning at 11 o'eleek the de-
fence closed. The evidence was begun
this morning by the testimony of IL.
N. Feolk, whoswore that Sandy Camp-
bell's reputation was bad and that he
would not believe him oa oath. On
the cross examination Folk admitted
that he was interested in the case and
had subscribed money to the defenca.

D. N. Varn swore the same as IF'olk
and admitted that he had subseribed

soney to the defenea,

De. DL M, Hhersswore that he would
aol believe Sandy Campbell on oath.
He tyo had contributed to the dzfence.

W. N. Jones swore Sandy Camp-
bell's reputation was bad. Oa the
cross-examination he stated he was
interested in the ease and had paid
money for the defence. All of his bias
was in their favor.

0. . Folk swora Sandy Campbell's
repulation was bad and that he would
not believe him on oath. s had paid
money in order 1o allow the defend-
ants to employ eouasel, further he
said that he was related to Jenny
and Kearse, -

Dre. W. B. Rice, of Darnwell. a

.was incompetent,

member of the Legislature, was put
up to testify to the charac'erof Kearse
and Jenny, which he stat.d was zood.

Dr. D. IL. Rice also tesiified to the
eood character of Kearse and Jenny.

(Capt. 1L 8. Batehelor, clerk of the
Colleton Connty Court, was acanaiot-
ed with Dr. Ackerman, whose raputla-
tion for peace and order was zood.
Ife had eontributed nothing to the de-
fence.

R. E. Jones had known Kearse and
Ackerman all of their lives and knew
their reputations were good. Lle had
chipped in for the defence.

Col. B. IR, J.ewis, of Barnwell, was
acquainted with Brant, Jenny, Kearse
apd Ackerman. Their reputation, he
said, were good.

On the cross-examination Col. Lew-
is was asked if Frank Brant's repula-
tion was as good as the rest of the peo-
ple of the county. Then the solicitor
asked Col. Lewis if Drant had not
been in severalserapesin court,among
them a shooting scrape and a fight at
a church. *“I’o you call that goed
reputation?” said the solicitor. Col.
Lewis admitted that it was not exactly
in keeping with the law,

Capt. J. Kinard, a member of the
laaislature fram Colieton, swore that
the reputation of the defendants were
good. On the cross examination he
stated that he was interested and had
paia oul money for the defence-

H. W. Deer swore the same as al!
the others

J. W. Bell, atrial jusiico and ex-
county {reasurer, was put up toshow
that Sandy Campbell had been con-
victed of stealing cotton. Solicitor Bel-
linger objectedto the testiaony and ask
ed that the jury retire while 2rgument
was being had. Tie court raled that
the testimony be = ricken out, because
a trial justicz Lad no jurisdiction in
the case of larceny, therefore testimony
Failing in that the
jury was recailed and the witness was
allowed toswear to Mr. Ackerman’s
repulation.

All swore thal the general reputa-
tion of the defendants was rood.

De. J. H. Roberls was pul on the
stand to testify as to character and did

sO.

Dr. J. B. Whatley lestifizd that the
reputation of the defendants was zood.
When asked by the solicitor if he did
not know that Drant was a tarbulent
man Dr. Whatley said that he did not
know of Drant doing anything to
]rrlang or be put pat in the penitentiary

or,

L. G. Owens was the last witness
pul up to testify asto character, and
Judge Earle remarked that he thouzht
it was about time, for hedidnot think |
it necessary 1o put up the whole of
Colleton county to prove character of
the defendants.

A SURPRISE.

After a few moments consullation
the attorneys for the defence decided
that they would iniroduce no more
testimony. Their announcement
seemed somewhat sudden, asthe de-
fence had introduced absolutely no
testimony going to prove an alibior
snythingelse. There was not a perscn
in the court room who believed the
men innocent, especially since none of
them were put on the stand to make a
statement. The priscners themselves
were utterly indifferent {o everything
going on about them, they simply
smiled at one another.

In rebuttal the State placed Couri
Stendgrapher Claude 15, Sawyer on
the stand o testify as to the statement
of a witness, Solomon Grant, who at
Walterboro swore he recognized four
men and at Aiken only three.

Tom IHaynes, colored. who was in
charge of Lhe Slate’'s witnesses, was
put up to swear that persons had at-
tempted to tumper with the witnesses.

W. H. Newbold, the chief detective
of the Stale, was put up. Detective
Newbold stated that he knew Solomon
Grant and A. C. Walker. Ie had
seen the two together on Felk's place
in Cotleion ecounty. Ile heard Girant
make a statement to Walker, lle
heard Solomon Grant say that he re-
cognizd Ackerman. Mr. Newbold de-
sired to make a statement regarding
Walker’s aflidavit which he had taken
down. The solicitor then teok ihe
stand to lestily as to the loss of the af
fidavit. The solicitor stated there that
he wished to prove the contents of Lthe
paper. The court told him that the
paper had not been found. The detec-
tive was again put on the stand and
the paper was proven. The solicitor
wished to show by a copy that in the
contents of tha lost ailidavit Grant had
stated that he had ssen [/ -kermanin
the erowd.

The defenceannounced thal it would
have three specches in argument, and
the coust allowed ¢ e hour foreach.
The solicitor had, therefore, thres
hours if he chose, but did not consume
but half of that.

Juldge Barle's charge was a jadicial
masterpiece and he gave the defend-
ants tne full benslit of the law, asis
shown in the request for charge,
which Judge Farle allowed.,

All of the many witnesses wiil go
home tomorrow.

It Was Too Fishy.

CoLumer, S. C., Oct. 28.—It does
seem sometimes that & maa will go to
any extent and to any expense just{or
the purpose of evading the Dispensary
law, A case in point was learned of
vesterday when a man in Charlest-n
had shipped to him a barrel of liquor
from Savannah. It was not a large
quantity for the keg was putup ina
sugar barcel. Dut theshipmant got to
Charlestonand fearing that the consta-
bles would get it, they evidently bz-
ine on the lookont, it wassenl on to
Columbia. lere theeagleeyes of Con-
stable Moorehead fell upon it and it
was captured and confiscated- It was
to be shipped back to Charleston yes-
terday and the consignee will be with-
out his liguor or the pleasureol oul-
witting the oflicers. Kven had he got
his Hquer it would probably have cost
him more in the end by reason of
freiehts than it wasworth- The stull
came from M. M. Solomon, dealerin
fish, of Savannah. At leasi that is
what was written on the barrel which
was a sugar barrel. IL was consigned
to.J. K. Keith, Cliarleston,

Rlot at a Meeting.

Kxoxvinue, Tenn., O3l 27.-A
special from Coal Ceeek, the [amous
rioting wmining town 30 miles [rom
here, says a very sensational stooting
allray occurred there last night in
which two men were killed and others
wounded, The [fght occurred ala
McRinley and llobart mesting. A
negro named ad Black began shoot-
ing at ancther negro named I'rank
Martin, They exchanged severzl
shots and Martin fell mortally wound-
ed with two bullet holes through his
body- QOae of them struck nnd instant-
ly killed Squire Raobert Laughlin, a
justice of the peace, and oneof the
leading cilizzns of the lown. Others
were hit, bul unet seriously hurl

Blaek made his eseape.

ABRASSCITY BELLE.

Gov. Evaips to Wed a Connecticn? Voung
Ly,

There have bhszen many ramors
abnul Governor Tvaus” probable mar
while in They were
rife even beforn the governor had
been electad, but all along he hag kept
his own consul. The following arli
¢le from The Fvening Demneral of
Waterbury, Conn., of recent date,
which has been sent The State, will
eonsequently prove of considerable in-
terest:

“*And the little birds go south alsn.”

Things have changed considerably
since the war closed. In the daysof
61 the northern soldiers and sailors
went south to battle with their soutb-
ern brethren, but nowada;s the gal-
lant, good-looking and gentlemanly
young southerners come north to
steal away the daughtiers of northern-
ers and take them to their faraway
homes to become their blushing and
hapoy brides. '

For several months a tall, goad-
looking young man has bcen paying
frequent visits to the Drass cily. IFor
some time Waterburyians wondered
who he was, but they finally learn-
ed that he was Grary Kvans, governor of
South Corolina,and one of the brightest
and most promising young men in the
Plametto State. Heis the kindofaman
that the ladies would call very hand-
some, as he is tall, wellformed and
carries himszl1f like a soldier.

Assoon as it was discoverad that
the straneer was such a distinguished
man he found that he had his hanis
full attending to the calls of socity
and answering the questious asked by
inguisitive and enterprisin: Water-
bury newspaper men.

Al firstthe governor kep! the object
of his frequent visits « profound se-
cret, in fact he does not as yet publicly
declare why he came to Waterbury,
but the ever-ready gossips soon discov-
ered why he came and their wagging
tongues have already mapped oul hLis
excellency’s future years and they are
sure that he will spend them as the
hushand of one of Waterbury’s fairest
danghters.

When the governor first came to
fown it was notjced that he practical-
lymade the D. L. Plume homestead
his abiding spot and most of his time
was spent in the residencs of that well
known citizen,

Now the wossip says Mr. Plume's
dauchter, Emily, one of the belles of
the Drass city society, will become Mrs.
(rary Kvans before the snow fliss, and
that along with the little biras sie will
o south to spend the wintery months
under the blue skies of the goodold
State of South Carolina.

The engazement of the young south-
ern statesman and Miss I’lume has not
as yet, been announced publicly, but
it is understood that the aifiir isset-
tled and society, the upper ten portion
of it, are on the qui viye, aaxiously
awaiting the event.

Garv Evans comes from some of
the best old timber in the southern
States and he is every inch a gentle-
man., His prospects in life are said to
be exceedingly bright. He is a clever
fellow and since he has governed
South Carclina ihe people of that
State have Lad it proven 10 them that
they have had a chiefl executive worth
having.

Miss Emily Plume is so very well
known to Waterbury people that it is
hard!y necessary to say very much in
regard > the lady. She has always
been considered to be one of the
brightest and most popular young
women who have graced Drasscity
society during the last few years.

D. K, Plume’s fortune is estimaied
to be away up in the millions and her
share, united with what the young
governor has in his own right, will
keep all the wolves away from this
happy couple’s door even if both Con-
necticut and South Carolina do go for
DBryan and free silver.

The Waterbury young men should
feel ashamed of the [act that they have
allowed a stranger to come {rom away
down South and earry back home with
him one of the fairest of the fair
daughters of a Northera citizen, but
we are glad to see another union be-
tween the North and the South. These
weddings will help considerably to
further assist the good feeling thal
now exists between lhe two great
countries that once fought under two
tlags, but now enjoy pertect peace un-
der the grand old stars and stripes.

It was thought at one time that Miss

Plume wouid marry a Waterbury gen-
tleman, but it has been proven that
for once, ul any rate, the know-italls
were somewhal ofl the track,

The wedding ceremony will un-
doubtedly be the event of the year and
will satisly that eravinz Waterbury
society people have for excitement and
bor ton events, owing to the fact that
they have such a small number. of
them from one New Year to the other.

What did the governor of South
Carolina say to the Northern maiden,
or hasu’t he spoken yet,isa question all
interested people ure aszing. But
what the governor did or didn't say is
his business and will draw the curtain.

riage oflice,

Murdered His Wlile.

Nonerisrows, a,, Ozt 20, —A mur-
der unparalleled in the annals of erime
in Moulgomery counly was committed
early last evening on 4 public road in
Upper Marion township near Bridge-
port. LKmma Kaiser, the young wile
cf Charles O, Ilaiser, Jr., was shot
down as she rode along with her hus-
band, who an hour later was receiviug
the condolence of friends, but who to-
day stands accused of crime. Irom
inmates of the boardine house where
tue couple lived it was learned that
Kaiser and his wife carried a joint in-
sarancs of $10,000 on their lives the
policies being so written that the death
of either would make the other the
beneficiary; and that several weeks
ago Waiser und his wife each executed
a will, pach making the other execu-
tor and sole legatee.

All Handa Were Lost,

81, Tiomas, Oat., Oct, 23.—-The gov-
ernment eruiser ’etrel has arrived at
Port Stanley with the news that the
sehooner Sandill, loaded with lumber
for Tonawond i from Wiarton, went
down in Lake Frie I'riday and all
hands were lost, The Sandill carried
a crew consisting of caplain, mate,
three s2amen and coolk.

Fiendish Buatchery.

RicaMoND, Mo., Oet. 27.—Mrs. liva
Winner, wife of Jessse Winner, and
her iwo children, a girl aged 5 anda
boy aged 18 months, were murdered
Jast night, The woman's head was
cut with an axe and the throats of the
children were cut and their spinal
cords severed. Dleodhounds are be-
ing nsed 1o irack the murderer.

DEVASTATION AND DEATH.
WROUSHT B';‘ A TERRIFIC CYCLONE
IN SEVERAL STATES,

The State of Lonislana, Mississipp!, Wis-

conain mmil  Oklahoma Visited—-Farm

Honsea Demolished, Crops Blown Away
itd My Poople Willed and Injured.

Nrwenrrow, La, Oel. 3u.—Tensas
Parish has again Seen visited by a
most destritetive eyelone, The atmos-
phere had been heavy and sullry all
day, the clouds growing blacker and
blacker, and at 2 o'elock a terrifie
wind and raia storm reached Lake St.
Joseph, Telegraph wires were tora
down, zod a most unsatisfactory re-
port reaches here from the lower part
cf the parish, where {he tornado origi-
naled. Information is that the im-
mense brick gin on the mound plan-
tatioa, belonging to Mr. Joe Cuarryn,
was vractically destroyed. The course
of the storm +was from Southwest to
Northeast, striking Bruen Lake at
Locust Land, tearing down and des-
troying the public bridge over Cheraw
Jayou. Twelve cabins on Liocust Land
were completely demolished and two
colored men and two colored women
and a baby were killed by lightning
or biown info the lake.

The next placa reached was John-
son’s B:nd, on Lake St. Joseph. The
sceue is one of desolation. Johnson's
Bend is leased by Mr. A, Bland. The
gin house contained a great quantity
of hay and was totally wrecked. Three
barns containiag esra weare also dss-
troged and a great deal of the corn
blowa away. Six cabins were blown
to pieces eulirely and many timbers
were blown into Like S: Joseph.
Several persons were badly cat and
bruiszd, but no lives were lost. The
tepanis living in the houses had their
clothing and household effects blown
away. Telegraph and telspiione wires
are down and the public road oa Liake
St. Joseph front is covered with frag-
ments of houses, furnifure, clothing,
cotton, corn and household effzcts.

NEw OrLEANS, Ozt 3).—About 4:30
o'clock thisafternoon a eycloae strack
this city on the river front, just above
Peniston street, and swept over a dist-
ance of about a mile znd a half, or
thirty blocks, from Peniston street to
Robin sireet, the track of the storm
being about fifteen hundred feet wide
from the river to Annunc'ation street.
The first building damagel was the
Indepzadence OIl Mill, situzted at the
head of Deniston strest. It wasun-
roofed and building and contents
were damaged to the amount of $60,-
mnt,  The convey s of the new elava-
tor of the IHinnis Cantral Railroad
were slizhtly damaac, "zad Joan W,
Hitemayer and John J. Buck \em-
ployed at the elevator, were lilted
from the ground, dashed agzsinstthe
alevator and the latier was seversly
hurt. Hundreds of buildinegs in the
track of ths storm were damaged,
many beieg partially unroofed and
chimneys prostrated, trees uprooted
and fences blowa down. Thie storm-
swept section of the city is in darkness
tonight, owing to the prostratioa of
electric wires, and details of dumage
are diflicult to obtain. At first 2 num-
ber of lives were reported lost, but so
far these reporis have not been veri-
fied.

The property loss is estimated at
$100,000. The Skylot cotton sheds,
situated on Robin street near the riv
er front, used by the Texas and Pacific
Railroad for eolton storage, weredam-
aged to the extent 07$10,000, A num-
ber of other sheds were completely de-
stroyed. George DBealer, a switch
teader, was seriously injured, anarm
and hip being broken, and Joseph
Hennesy, laborer, was also injured at
the, sheds—all the other laborers,
about forty in number, having just
lknocked off and fortunately got out
of the sheds before they collapsed.

Oxrorp, Miss,, Oet, 29.—A terrific
cyclone passed through the eastern
part of Lalayette County this aflter-
noon al 4 o'clock,  demolishing farm
houses and uprooting trees of all sizes.
The news has just reached here, being
reported by llon. W, V. Sallivan,
Democratic candidate for Congress,
and T. J. Harkins. Mr, Suliivan had
been speaking at Tula and was return-
ing to Oxford, expecling to speak, at
Abbeyville to-night, 1lleand Harkins
were caught in the storm’s path, the
wind swooping down upon them
without warnihg., They were driving
a double team buggy. The wind lift-
ed the vehicle, horses and all, and
carried them two huudred yards. The
bugzy was ¢dmpletely demolished by
falling timber but neither men or
horses were seriously hurt, Harkins
sustaining a slight injury by a llying
fence rail.

The storim passed throughoul! the out-
skirts of the town of Delay and demol-
isbed several houses. The house of Mil-
ton lskridgs was blown away, but
his wife and seven children, who were
in the house miraculously escaped
with slight bruises. The extent of
the damage cannot be given, butno
casnalities have as yet beea reported.
Notatree was left standing in the
cyclone’s path. Further details can-
not be had to-night.

Grrmiie, Osxlahoma, Oect, 29.—A
cyclone swept over a stretch of coun-
try aboul 20 miles East of here at 7:30
o'clock last night, devastating a dis-
trict several miles long and probably
a hundred yards wide. The farm
and house of Wm. Toby was first in
the path of the storm, The- building
was destroyed and Toby was probably
fatally injured. The other members
of his family escapzd.

Half a mile further North, the
Mitchel postotlics and store was lifted
bodily into the air, carried a hundred
vards and dashed into the earth. The
vuilding was smashed into splinters
and postmaster M. T Mullia and his
wife, who lived in the building, were
killed. Their bodies were found this
marning. They died clasped in each
other's arms, 'I'wo sticks were driven
througi Mr. Mullin’s skull, but there
was not a seratch on the body of his
wife, The mullins came bhere from
Rock Island, Ill. Ths farm house of
Abner Jones was als> wrecked and
many smaller buildings were destroy-
ed, iress uprooted and crops ruined.

Rumors are current here that the
same storm did [rightful damage fur-
ther in Payne County and that sever-
al perscns were killed there, but up to
a late hour to-night no partienlars are
poialnanle,

Therewasa tremendous fall of rain
Liere and considerable damage wus
douz by washout and the carryiog off
of crops,

Al Wewoka, 1. T., the cyclone de-
stroyed Governor lcown’s siore, a new
church and four other buildings.
Several persons were hurt but none
serious]y, )

NO.

In Lineoln County Mr. and Mrs.
Join Mclaughlin have been found
dead in the ruins of their home, and
Iarrison Jones will die of his injuries.

,\_n:r{a]:uz:r;, Miss., Oet. 23.—Tensas
Parish was frightfully afilicted by a
tornado today ahout noon. Six ne-
groes were killed and there was great
destruction of buildinzs on various
plantations. Seven houses were de-
stroyed inthe town of St. Joseph.
Theparish was geaerally visited and
full details are not obtainable to-night.

MapisoN, Miss,, Oct. 23.—A savere
wind storm struck this this city to-
night, doing much damage. A por-
tion of the roof of Fuller's Opers
IMouse was blown off and carried across
the street.  Many telegrapk and elee-
tric light poles were blown down and
communication by wire with the sur-
rounding country is almost entirely
cut off.

Mewemis, Tenn., Ot 29.—A ey-
clone passed ovar LaFayette County,
Mississippi, late thisafternoon destroy-
ing farm houses, uprooting treesand
doing other damaze,

The State Colored College.

The Orangeburg correspondent of
the Columbia Register says under date
of October 28: *‘This has beena red
letter day in the history of the Colored
Normal, industrial, Aericnltural and
Mechanieal College of South Carelina,
or the Colored State College. The an-
nouncemsant wasmade in Aupust that
the colleze would open im all of its
departments on this day, but the most
sanguine friend of the institution did
not dream that thess efforts would
have been crowned with s> great a
success, for on July 2ith there was
not asiagle footoflumbar on the
erounds with which to build, and to-
day four hundred and thirty studeats
are enrolled. Kvery classin the col-
legiate, normal and colleze preparato-
ry departments, with eight classesin
the Model Szhool and Paglish depart-
ment are organized. Al of the indus-
trial departments, including the azri-
cultural, are equipped and have been
matriculating sludents for the Iasi
three months. Henes any young man
or woman coming here can get in ad-
ditior to the literary training any of
the following tfrades {o wit: Sawing,
dress-making and millinery, cacking
and domestic economy, carpaniry an
wook-work; bricklaying and plaster-
ing, architecture, mechanical drawing
and painting, iron-working and ma-
chinery, housekeeping, farming, up-
holstering and cabinet-makine, sad-
dlery, harness-making and shoe-msk-
ing, saw milling and manufacture of
hard and soft lumber, type-writing,
printing, tailoring and tinnine, alsa
instructions in orchestral and bras:
band musie. At10 o'clock the trustess,
faculty and students convened in tha
chapel. The devotional exercises were
conducted by De. W. R. A. Palmer,
| after which the president addressed the
body reviewing the history of the
struggléar the school, making assur-

ances for ihe future and pledges for
its support and eantinuences of the two
races of the State in“s.united phalanx.

At the closz of hiss or Floyd
of Kershaw, Hon. Arthur Kibler of
Newberry, Dr. W. R. Lowmam
Hon, C. D. Kortjohn of Orangeburg
mads fitting and eloquent addresses.
The occasion was enlivened with mu-
sic furnisned by Miss Rowence E. An-
drews, professor of musie. Thesinging
was grand. glorious and soul inspir-
ing.. Students are from nearly every
county ia the State, four are from
Georgia, and by the last of this week
Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Kentue-
ky will berepresented. The correspon-
dence of the faculty shows that mem-
bers of the late Constitutional Conven-
tion, State Lagislature, eircuit Judges,
Solicitors and State Judges had all
been at work in securing students
from their respective localities, Can
any one wonder atthe larze attend- ~
ance for the opening day—when the
test white people of the State have
bzen working for the school? All of
the daily and weekly papers of the
State for the last five moanths rendered
ereat aid and support to the institution.

The State canvasser, Dr. Palmer,
left no stone unturned to arouse and
enthuse the colored people in the in-
terest of the school and they have
unitedly responded to the call from
every portion of the State. At the
close of the exercise, the four hun-
dred and thirty students, the presi-
dent, faculty and students formed in
line and marched through the prinei-
pal streets of Orangeburz. It was a
grand and imposing speetacle.”

The News and Courler's Model.

Oltics of the Attorney General. |

Coruxeia, S. C., July 5, 1870. §

My Dear Kimpton: Parker arrived
last evening and spoke of the G. and
C. matter eic. T tnld him that I had
jurl written you [ully on thatmatter
and also about the old Bk bills, Do
vou understand fully the plan of the
G.and C. enterprise? Itis proposed
to buy $350,000 worth of the G. and C.
stock, This with the $433,000 of stock
held by the State will give entire con-
trol to us. _The Laurens bracch will
be sold in Feburary by decree of the
court and will cost not more than $30,-
000 and probably not more than $40, -
000, The Spartanburgand Urion can
also be got without difficulty. We
shall then have in G. and C. 163 miles
in Laurens 3land S. & W. 70 mile:s:
all 260 miles—equipped and running
—put 2 lirst mortgage of 320,000 a
mile on this—szll the bonds at 85 or
40 and the balance, after paysng all
outlays forcost and repairs is immense
over §2,000,000.  There isa miat of
mouey in this, or I am a fool. Then
we wili soon compel the S. C. R. R.
to full into our hands and complete
the connection ft» Ashville N. C.
Tasre is an indefinite ranee for expan-
sion of power before us. Write me
fully and tell me of anything you
want dene. My last letter was very
full. Harrison shall be attended to at
onca. Idon't think Neagle wili make
anytrauble. Parkerhates Neagle and
magnifies his intentions, -

Yours truly,

— D. H. Chamberlain.
 No, “3ir Hubert” is no fool. He
knows a good thing when he sees it.
The idea of the writer of the above
letter presuming to addressa South
Uarolllm'an on the question of morali-
ty. It is sickening inits h ris,
and The News and Courier gu}}?l?aheys
this indirect rellsction on gentlemen
whom it knows to be pureand up-
right, heeds it: “D’raise from Sir
Hubert."—Kdgelield Advertiser.

A Cowardly Mob.

Cavrs, Oct. 27.—A number of Cuban
prisoners who were landed here yester-
day evening were followed from the
harbor to the j2il by a mob. The Cu-
bans were hissed and stones were
thrown at them, the mob finally be-
coniing so excited that it was with the
greatest dilienlty that the polics land-

ed the prisoners safely in the jail,



