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AN UNWISE ACTION.

The Charleston Community
Club has sent a very severe let-
ter to Governor Blease in which
they criticise him for vetoing the
Commission Act, and they use

language which in our opinion
will not help their caase in the
least. If Governor Blease was

wrong in vetoing the Act, there
±s no sense in adding another
wrong; two wrongs do not make
a right. We are not in tLe con-

fidence of the promoters of the
Commission Form of Govern-
ment for Charleston, but it looks
to us like a case of the outs fight-
ing the ins, and politics is the
basis after all. But regardless
of what motives prompt the
"Community Club" their on-

slaught upon the governor for
exercising a right the constitu-
tion gives him, whether that
right is exercised wisely or not,
is not calculated to help the city
in winning friends to its cause.
In our opinion, the men in con-

trol of the commission movement
have gone a little too far; it is
the extremists the conservatives
have to fear more than their
opponents.
There is no gainsaying it, Gov-

ernor Blease has friends in the
State and in the general assem-

bly, some of whom do not agree
with all of his views and acts,
but they will not stand by and
permit him to be insulted, even

by men who arrogate unto
themselves a monopoly of civic
virtue. One of the greatest trou-
bles Charleston has had to con-

tend with in the past, was the in-
discretion of some of its citizens.
We remember a famous utterance
of a Charlestonian when he swore
that Tillman should not be gov-
ernor; this done the city and his
cause harm; the conservative
men in his faction had to bear
the blame for that indiscretion.
So it is with Blease today, his
friends wilU not stand for insult,
and while they perhaps think he
-might have signed the Commis-
sion Act, if he is to be driven to
it by insult from his enemies, they
will hold up his hands when he
refuses, by sustaining the veto.
Here is the Charleston docu-

ment:
-THEGOVERNoR SEVERELY ARRAIGNED.

Charleston, S. C., March 16, 1911-
His Excellency Cole L. Blease,

- Governor of South Carolina,
Columbia, S. C.,

Dear Sir:-
By vetoing the Commission Govern-

ment- Bill you have seen fit to abuse the
powers of a responsible office, never ex-

pected to be exploited for private or

political advantage, and arrogate to

yourself the right of limiting the fran-
chise of the people of Charleston, and
of saying that our citizens alre to have
no further voice in the choice of their
form of government- You have, with-
out justification or pretext, other than
the selfish interests of a small minority
in this city who have done you signal
service at the polls, undertaken to veto
a permissive, local option bill, passed
by the General Assembly of the State,
at the request of fifteen hundred re-

sponsible citizens of this, community,
representing over ten millhon dollars of
property interests. Ths petition repre-
sented the desire of a substantial num-
ber of Charlestonians, in all probability
a number greater than gave you their
votes last summer, for a form of govern-
ment which would give the people of
this city a larger voice in their own
home governmenlt and which would
make of the S700,000 to be yearly ad-
ministered in this city a business re-
sponsibility and not a jack pot, or the
waste material of an experimental lab-
oratory. Why you have chosen in the
limelight of your office as Chief Execu-
tive, to abandon even a professed adher-
enee to the principie of local option
which you made much of in your cam-
paign, and to blazon abroad your oppo-
sition "in toto" to the democratic prin-
ciple of home rule embodied in the
terms of the act you have set aside and
your disapproval of any attempt to safe-
guard the public purse, (wherc it did
not contemplate the salving of a private
sore), is for yourself to understand. The
purpose of this communication is not to

remonstrate against an act that was
partially anticipated and is for the pres-
ent irrevocable. It is only to acquaimt
you with the indignation and censure
that your autocratic and partisan con-
duct has aroused among the citizens of
that city to which, for your own reasons,
you pretend to owe your election. Your
utter disregard of their rights argues
either a degree of insincerity in your
former protestationsof friendship which
should henceforth make your utterances
in this respect less likely to deceive, or
else a frank admission that your Charles-
ton friends are not so numerous or out-
spoken as you or they or the official
count would have us believe. We are
quite ready to admit that the form of
government we advocate would prove
disastrous to the political fortunes and
ambitions of your friends here. But
that form of government could not be
adopted without a vote of the majority
of the citizens of Charleston. You are
not misled, Mr. Governor, it would
seem, by the top-heavy vote of the sum-
mer primaries, and not so confident in
the finality of that yerdict of six to one
in your favor. Is it that you think that
under the careful restrictions, of the
commission government primaries your
friends would not fare so well?
Your fears are well founded. How-

ever, be assured, most honorable sir,
that commission government is not dead
because you have vetoed the bill, nor is

the vitality of this movement to restore
this city to a plane of political decency.
A moral issue cannot be killed by your
fiat. We know of nothing more effect-
ive toward bringing the people of South
Carolina to their senses than the object
lesson they now have of a dignified pub-
lic office prostituted to the purposes of
petty spite and peanut politics.
Other cities have waited long for the

coming of their political freedom. You
--m in tathemambition of our people

for a clean. free city wiUl outlast yours
that Charleston shall be your political
foot-mat. It shall also survive your
brief opportunity to hamper their ef-
forts. You have confessed to your grier-
ous fear of the majority of the citizens
of Charleston, and you shall find that
fear fully justified. The campaign-bluff
of your friendship for Charleston and
of Charleston's friendship for you, has
been effectively called, and Charleston's
credit to this extent restored. This
much good has been already gained.
The rest will follow.

Most unsubmissively,
CHARLESTON COMMCNITY CLUB1.

THE CONVICTIONS CAN BE HAD. -

- The illicit sale of liquor in this
county can be stopped easily if
the people in the disturbed sec-
tions will, as good citizens, in-
terest themselves to bring the
detiers of law before the proper
authorities. It requires a whole-
some local sentiment to prevent
lawlessness. It is reported that
in certain sections of t)e county
there are men engaged in the
traffic who are presuming on the
action of the last court, expect-
ing that future juries will acquit
those charged, but to those we
will say they were never more

mistaken, and unless they hold
up defying the law, the work of
bringing the offenders to justice
will not depend upon the class of
men who have heretofore been
engaged to furnish evidence, but
there will be a local sentiment
behind the prosecution, and when
this is the case convictions will
follow.
The men engaged in an unlaw-

ful pursuit in a community do
much harm and they should not
be tolerated, therefore we say it
is to the interest of those living
in a community where such a

condition exists to see to it that
it is stopped. We sincerely be-
lieve if the people themselves
will show a disposition to rid
themselves of lawlesness it can
be done more effectually than in
any other way; those communi-
ties which are opposed to this
sort of thing are free from such
an annoyance, all because the
lawlessly inclined know that the;
community will not permit it to
be. If there is a man engaged
in an unlawful business in your
community go to him and telli
him he must stop in short order.
and then if he continues,have a
warrant issued for his arrest,
bring him before the court with
an unprejudiced proof, a proof
which will show it to have been
brought in the interest of law
and decency and we can almost
vouch for convictions.

HE PUT THEM OUT.

The State Dispensary Wind-
ing-up Commission has received
the Executive boot, and.they are
discharged from office. It would
be of interest to know why this
action was taken, especially since
the governor asked the legisla-
ture to provide for an investiga-
tion of their acts, and this in-
vestigation has not been had for
the reason the signature of the
governor to the . investigating
Act has not been af5.xed.
We have tried to uphold the

governor in his work as the Chief
Executive of the State, but -we
cannot endorse this action be-
cause it looks to us he has dis-
missed men from office with-
out a hearing which they should
have been entitled to. If it was
rumor that prompted the gov-
ernor to ask the legislature to
provide for an investigation of
the acts of the commission it does
seem to us as a matter of fairness
he should have waited until the
investigation was made.
Some of the members of that

Commission are as high minded
men as there are in the State.
If they have done wrong, we do
not believe they had any guilty
knowledge of it; we do not be-
lieve that John McSween or J.
Steele Brice are capable of cor-
ruption. The other members of
the Commission we only know -

from reputation, and these are
regarded by the people of the1
State as men of the highest char-J
acter. therefore we say. in sum-
marily discharging them without
a hearing is unfair to them and
to the people of South Carolina.

IS THERE NO END?

Sunday's morning newspapers
contained a sensational charge
against T. B. Felder, one of the
attorneys employed by the at-
torney general to prosecute the
claims of the State against thel
whiskey houses that dealt with
the dispensary. The charge is
that Felder attempted to "frame
up'' a deal to organize a syndicate
to swindle the State. Governor
Blease gave for publication what
purports to be a letter which it
is alleged that Feider wrote to
H. Evans, former chairman

of the dispensary board. It 9
looks as if the State is never
going to be rid of the complica-
tions which the dispensary
brought the State into, but
granting the letter purporting d~
to come from Felder is genuine P
and that he did just what the
letter implies,we cannot see how g
anything can be done about it. 'b
Felder was not an'officer of the hi
State neither is he a citizen, the W

most that can come out of it is to
show that some of those employed
to protect the State's interests ce
were not clean handed them- in
selves. N
So far as we are concerned,w

we should like to see the whole ~,
thing wiped out and fgrgotten.1hi
There is this much certain, the m
attorney general had a tremen- la:
dos task to perform, and has
succeeded in turning back to the
treasury a lar-ge sum of money
which ~never would have been G<
'putback had it not been for the ly
conscientious and continuous tu
labor of that officer, a work he th
accomplished over the best legal of
talent the liquor concerns could dit
employ, and for his splendid ha
work he deserves the gratitude hi

fthe tnaxpyr of the State. gc
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