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ASQUITHWANTS NEN

PREMIER MAKES STATEMENT IN
BRITISH PARLIAMENT

—

TELLS OF DARDANELLES

English Government Aims to Increﬁ.‘.‘;e
Army From Three Million to Four
Million—Crowded Galleries Hear
Speeches—Opposition is Declared
Toward Conscription.

Premier Asquith made his long ex-
pected statement on the Allies’ mili-
tary position in the House of Com-
mons Tuesday in connection with the
fntroduction of a ‘‘supplementary
estimate” providing for the raising
of the numerical srrength of the Brit-
ish army from three million men t0
four million men.

The Housc was crowded and the
premier’s speech was listened to
earnestly and silently. In the peers’
gallery, Lord Fisher, the former first
sea lord, and Eerl Derby, director of
recruiting, occupied the most promi-
nent positions above the clock.

. The prime minister, 2s usual, got
the heart of his subject in his open-
ing sentences, and declared that, al-
though the British fighting forces in
the various theatres now total more
than 1.250,000 men, the war's de-
mands were such as necegsitated call-
ing out ihe empire’s “recruitable
maximum.’

Althouzix the premier did mot put
himsalf on Tecord as either for or
against conscription, John Redmond,
leader of the Irish Nationalists, at
the close of Mr. Asquith's speech,
flung a bombskell by declaring that

- the Natiopalists would oppcse con-
seription by every means In their
power. And Jobkn Dillon followed
with a severe arraignment of the
British war leadership, inquiring:
“What is the use of sending out more
troops to be led by men like those re-
sponsible for the Suvla Bay and
Ansaz failures?”

The premier’s statement of the
need of the army for “every fit man”
inciuded a2 warm tribute to the over-
seas soldiers and he took pains to
mention particularly “the men eager
to be attested who have made appli-
cation from far distant places—Hong
Kong, Rhodesia and Celifornia”—
adding: “This has been a commentary
on the letharcy of some of those here
at home: No more splendid exhibi-
tion of patriotism and self-denial
could be conceived, or one more cal-
culated to carry conviction to the
hearts of all our gallant allies.”

Referring to the Derby schems,
Mr. Asquith said the report from

-Lord Derby had only been sent him
Monday evening, and was now being
considered by the members of the
cabinet. ‘Therefore, any statement
regerding the government policy on
this subject must be deferred. He

however, that another
chance would be given those who had
not vet responded.

. purning to the military situation,
the premier said that the retirement
from the Dardanelles position—with
the notable exception of the position

_ at the top of the peninsula—had been

- removed W

- -gould be too high.

taken on the advice of Gen. Monro
and Barl Kitchener. ’

“The retirement,” he continued, @

“sas an operation of peculiar hazard,
for the least misjudgment might have
Jed to serious loss. It was carried
out by the navy and army combined
{n a manner for which mno praise

«with the exception of a relatively
small proportion of the stores and a
-yery few guns, which had to be leit
- behind and which were destroyed,
the whole force at both places was
ith perfect screnity. The
fotal casualties—it seems almost in-
credible—in the whole operation were

" two -miliatry end one naval wound-

ced.
41 am sure that the House will
Stake the'earliest opportunity to ex-
"press its admirationand gratitude to
~'Gen. Monro for carrying out these
_.@ifficult operations; while other of-
‘ficers deserving spccial praise, are

Gen. Birdwecod and Admiral Memyss,

the latter supervising the naval oper-

“Tt is most gratifying to know that
these splendéid troops were embarked
o a pew destination without the loss
of & single life and after a short and
much needed rest they will be ready

.~ _gnd I am sure 2lso eager__to re-

sume their gallant career.
Symming up the government’s war
policy, Mr. Asquith said:

GALLIPOLI ABANDONMENT
STIRS BRITISH FEELING

—_—

Public Interest in Announcement
Overshadows All Other
War News.

Announcement of the British with-
drawal from Gallipoli overshadowed
all other war news Monday night.
For the British public the abrupt war
office statement marks the end of one
of the great chapters of the war's
history.

The shock of the news was hardly
broken by the fact that rumors had
been current in the street for some
days and the withdrawal of the forces
had been a matter of widespread pro
and con discussion ever since Lord
Rubblesdale’s famous speelh in-par-
liament, in which he declared that
withdrawal had been recommended
by a high military authority.

The feeling of the man in tke
street was generally one of relief
mixed with regret. A popular half
penny sheet sums up the British pub-
lic’s attitude as follows:

“Thus ends the enterprise on
which the highest hopes were built
and which if it had succeeded would
probably have turned the tide of the
war. Our troops from the first to
last were within 2 few miles of vic-
torp.”

ENGLAND INCREASES HER
ARMY BY ONE MILLION

House of Commons Debated All Night
Tuesday-——Changes in Offi-

© cers Made.

After an all night debate the House
of Commons early Wednesday grant-
ed an increase of one million men in
the British army, bringing up its
strength on paper to four million.
With the increase come changes in
higher command, Licut. Gen. Robert-
son, chief of the general staff, having
been recalled from France to become
chief of the imperial staff in London
in place of Lieut. Gen. Murray, Who
has been appointed to succeed Sir
Charles Monroe as British command-
er at the Dardanelles, says an offi-
cial statement issued Wednesday
afternoon,

Sir Charles Monroe has been ap-
poirted in command of the First Brit-
ish army in France in succession to
Sir Datiglas Haig.

THE BALKAN SITUATION

————

Germany Taking Advantage of the

Allied Withdrawal.

The Teutonic powers are repre-
sented as taking full advantage of
th emoral effect produced by the
withdrawal of British forces from
Gallipoli peninsula and to be attempt-
ing once more to swing Greece and
Rumania to their side in the Balkan
operations.

If the news of the bombardment of
Varna is correct, Russia is losing ne
time in an attempt to forestall these
afforts. From several sources, all un-
¢fficial, London has heard of the
bombardment of the Bulgarian port.
Various dispatches state that the Rus-
sian warships are accompanied by a
fleet of transports which, according
to the morning papers, already has
landed a sufficient force to hold the

WI.
Although the Greek elections have
given a large majority to Former]
Premier Gounaris, a powerful mem-
her of the present cabinet who is
over-friendly to the Entente powers,
it is not bélieved here the change
will have much of an effect on the
attitude of Greece, which is much
more agitated by the possibility that
Bulgarians will cross the frontier
than by the formation of a new gov-
ernment.

OPENS AMCRICAN MAILS

———

Swedish Steamer Detained and Mail
Sacks Removed.

The Swedish steamer Stockholm,
formerly the Holland-American liner
Potsdam, recently taken into Kirk-
wall by the British authorities whila
bound from Gothenburg for New
York, has been released after some of
her mails had been removed.

This is the first removal of mails
from a vessel en route from Sweden
to the United States, although the
Swedish government recently com-
plained that American bound mails
from Sweder via England had been
opened in England.

“Tp order to win the war we want
an ageguate supply of trained men 10
reinforce and zugrient the army in
the field. We want next Zn ever-
growing supply of rmunitions. We
want further such a stewardship of
the econamic resources of the coun-
iry os will enable us to lift and carry
the financial burden which we are
called upon to bear in behalf of our-
selves and our allies.

“Finally, what perhaps is as im-
portant as anything, e want to
counteract the advantage the enemy
has over as in a2 single direction, by
greater unity and ¢oncerted strategic
control among the allies. The stafl
conferences inaugurated in Paris a
fortnight ago with even a greater
concentration of purpose, co-ordinat-
ing of plan, economy of energy and’
effectiveness of action.”

In closing Mr. Asquith referred to
the speech of Mr. Lloyd-George. min-
jstef of muriticns, Monday, saving:

“] agree with _the minister of
munitions that while at this or that
moment the superficial facts of the
campaign seem against us, the facts
that really in the long Tun matter
are steadily and growingly oh our
side. There has been in this war, as
in eths- wars, an abundance of errors
and miscaiculctions on both sides,
but our will has never wavered for a
moment and our fighting resources,
both in men and material, are be-
coming more ample, better organized
and better mobilized for the purpose
of victory.”

John Dillon, in a flery speeci, opP-

posed the granting of Mr. Asquith's
reguest for an additional million
men. He said:
“The premier's speech is deplor-
ably lacking in any attempt to justify
the adding of the fourth million. We
place no reasonable limit cn the size
of the army. We are traveling the
road that leads not to victory, but to
financial ruin and loss of the war.

«“The whole principie on which
Lord Derby’s groups are arranged is
absurd, unfcasible. So fzr as Ire-
land is concerned, the people are
quite prepared to share the burden
of the war. but they are the people
and conscription can not be talked.
It would be an act of political in-
sanity to embark on conscription dur-
ing the war.”

James Parker, labor man, speaking

in behalf of the laborites, declared:
“YWe are prepared to fight against
conscription as hard as we Dhave
fought to get men into the army
under the vol,untary system.”

Several of the members expressed
themselves in favor of conseription.
Replying to Sir Edward Carson's
complaint that the government had
failed to give out adequate news of
the Gallipoli operations and his re-
mark that “mow the government
hurls the withdrawal from two fronts
at the nation as if it were a kind of
victory,” H. J. Tennant, parliamen-
tary secretary of the country, Mr.
Tennant said:

“Gen. Jan Hamilton’s dispateh
reached the war office vesterday. The
general is a2 writer of distinction and
has taken time to polish his periods.”
AMr. Tennant deplored the language
used by Sir Edward Carsox, and de-
clared that the latter's representa-
tion of the government as dilly dally-
ing in Gallipoli was not a truthiul
representation of the facts. Continu-
ing in reply to various memters who
had expressed the fear that the gov-
ernment, in asking for a larger army
was not taking into account the eco-
nomic needs of the country, Mr. Ten-
nant said: .

“The reason the government is
seeking for this additiopal million
men is that they are necessary to fill
the gaps and have a large army in
the field to win the w.r. The gov-
ernment is fully alive to the impor-
tance of maintaining our industries
and szfeguarding our financial posi-
tion. The premier has jndicated.
however, that if certain conditions
are not fulfilled relative to recruit-
ing, the government might be forced
to ask for additional powers.”

In conclusion, he appealed to the
Irish and labor members to join the
government in these efforts.

Admiralty Defends Act.

The Austrian admiralty has issued
a strong defence of the ac’ion of the
submarine commander which destroy-
ed the Ancona.

Germans Move Westward.
Geneva reports that masses of Ger-
man troops are moving towards the
western front.

THE WAR LAST WEEK

DARDANELLES ATTACK WORST
FAILURE IN HISTORY

———

TURKS HOLD OFF FOES

New York Times Reviewer Explains

=P PO e :

* the Dardang'lles'Oppmtipr;s, Show-
ing Why British and French Aban-
doned All Efforts and Turn to the
Balkans for Action.

?_eh ‘October 20:"1914, CGerman in-
trizue, substantially backed with Ger-
man gold and ably assisted by the ef-
forts of a few Turks under the leader-
ship of Enver Bey, drew Turkey into
the war and forced a declaration of
hostilities against Russia. This move
was a painful one for the Allies to
contemplate.
The strength of the British empire
lies in the Orient and in Egypt, the
gate way to the Far East. The Turk-
ish empire has a poplation of many
millions, the vast majority of whom
are in Asia. The Turks, if left free
to operate in Mesopotamia, Palestine,
and in the Sinai peninsula, would
threaten the very heart of Great Bri-
tain, not alone through their own ef-
forts, but thromgh *ne disaffection
they would endeavor to create
throughout the British colonial pos-
sessions.
To meet such a move and preserve
British prestige it was necessary to
deflect to the threatened points
troops that were much needed in oth-
er fields. This applied also with egual
force to Russia, and developed in con-
sequence an entirely mew theatre of
war—that of the Caucasus. The con-
sequences to Russia, however, were
more serious than those involved in
the mere diversion of troorms, and
were incident to Russia's geographi-
cal situation.
For the greater part of the year
Russia is practically an inland na-
tion. With the Black Sea closed by
the forts of the Bosporus, her only
outlet is through her northern ports,
the chief of which is Archangel. But
only for a few months of the year can
this port be used; the remainder of
the year it is entirely closed by ice.
Russia, moreover, is not a manu-
facturing countre, and while there
are, of course, ammurition plants,
their output in no degree is equal to
th edemand placed on them by the
undreamed-of use of artillery. More-
over, much of Russia’s wealth, and
the situation demanded money, lies
in her exportation of grain.

The country along the Black Sea

is the richest wheat belt of the world,

and Russia needed to exchange her
wheat, directly or indirectiy, for the
ammunition of her allies and of neu-
trals. To do so through Archangel
was impossible, both because of
weather conditions-and ccause of lack
of transportation facilities. There was
but one solution to the eastern politi-
éal problem of Great Britain, and to|
the financial problem of Russia—Con-
stantinople.

If the Allies could take Constanti-

nople, the Turkish empire would be

shaken to its foundation, and not
only the Turk but the colonials of

India and Egypt would tremble at

the thought of British power. Russia

then would have a sezport in the
south, not merely for war purposes
and druing the war. but a port over
which she could exercise suzerainty
until it was wrested from her in the
distant future by military conquest.
From =z strictly military polnt of
view, putting aside the question of
opening an avenue of munition sup-
ply, the effect would be to cut Tur-
kev off completely from zll commu-
nication with the central powers and
to change thereby the whole face of
the war. The stakes therefore was
tremendous. And just as the British
answer to Napoleon was the guns of

Trafalgar, so on February 23, 1915,

more than a century later, the answer

to the two Kaisers and their Moslem
ally was the roar of the guns of the

British dreadnoughts as their high

explosive shells were thrown into the

fort at Sedd-el-Bahr.

The battle for the control of the
strait with Constantinople as the
prize was on: and it was on that
day, February 25, that England
made the greatest, the most colos-
sal blunder of all that she has been

ty of since, at the beginning of
the war, her failure to s¢nd promis-
ed aid to Belgium threw open the
gate to the Teutcnic invasion by
leaving exposed . the entire left
flank of the defending army.

The reason for this is plain. The
objective in the Dardanelles Is a nar-
row channel of water with its critical
point at the Narrows betwcen the
forts of Kilid Bahr and Xale I Sul-
tanie, the former on the European
side, the latter on the Asiatic. The
distance betwecn these points is but
a mile, so that from either one any
point on the other can be efficiently
reached by shell fire. Both of these
forts are defended by powerful mod-
ern guns, so that within a radius of a
half mile are established permanent
works that control the military des-
tinies of the entire thirty miles of
strait. There may, of course, be in-
troduced other factors. Temporary
batteries, for example, might be
established, unexpected forms of at-
tack might be—have been, indeed—
devised against ships advancing along
the waterway.

But the crux of the situation is and
will remain the control o fthe forts at
the Narrows. With these taken, the
temporary batteries and other means
of attack might for a time harass.a
hostile fleet, but it would be for.a
time only, and for a short time at
that. With the Narrows in their
hands a hostil force would soon be
able to clear both banks znd their
fleet would be able to go through.

This is the military problem of the
Dardanelles reduced to its simplest
terms, a problem thoroughly under-
stood and recognized by the British
military and naval authorities before
the first move was made. They knew
that actnal physical possession by a
military force of t
Balr was necessary. With itin their
hands, its vis-a-vis, Kale I Sultanie.
could be neutralized and the way o
the Golden Horn opened wide.

They knew, or should have known,
as it is commeon knowledge to every
military man, that effective opera-
tions against a position on land can
of both land and navalnbelRTtuetaoi
not be conducted without co-opera-
tion of both land and paval forces.
They knew, oOT should have known.
that the success of such an operation
the Gallipoli forts would in a

against
great measure depend on the element
of surprise. And yet, in blind, fetich-

like taith, the navy was sent alone
on its amphibious errand.
The result might easily have been

he fortress of Kilid |

foreseens The first guns fired on
February 25 against Sedd-el-Bahr
was a warning to the Turks what was
in the air, and when the signal was
flashed, troops, ammunition, and sup-
plies were hastened to the forts and
a line of strong entrenchments was
constructed in the strongest defensive
position of Europe—wiat is now gen-
erally known as the Achi Baba posi-
tion. crossing the penitsuls north of
Krithia.

Subsequent revelations, made as a
resula of a split in the British cabi-
net that resulted in the resignationm
of Churchill, give the point of view
of those responsble for the fact that
at the inception of the movement
only the navy was used. As has been
stated abgye, it.was the belief of the
British "authorities that a narrow
channel flanked on either side by
modern [oftifications defended by
powerful guns, the channel protected
by submerged torpedoes, and charac-
terized by a current that could carry
‘unanchored mines against the ad-
vancing fleet by the guns of the bat-
tleships alone. That the gamble was
biz was admitted, but, it was claim-
ed, the size of the stake justified the
admiralty in taking the chance. True
in a seanse—but it was not necessary
to take the chance with the navy
alone.

The idea of taking Constantinople,
of carrying the war home to the
Turk instead of waiting for him to
appear on the battlefields of central
Europe, has received the unqualified
approval of military men of all coun-
tries,.belligerent or neutral. It was
the methods only that were criticised,
and the point of view of the admiral-
ty as reflected in the methods that
have been universally condemned. As
the result of this failure to direct the
forces at hand on lines of sane strat-
egy and in the light of the most ex-
pert professional knowledge we have
the history of the failure of the most
promising movement in the first year
of the great war.

At first the allied fleet made rapid
progress. Headed by the powerfully
cannoned Queen FElizabeth with her
13-inch guns, the allied fleet reduced
the forts at Sedd-el-Bahr and Kum
Kale which guard ihe mouath of the
strait and leveled the batteries for
ten miles up the channel, mone of
which, however, had any importance.

This part of the work was simple,
as the guns of the Queen Elizabeth
outranged those in any of the Turk-
ish forts, After a bombardment last-
ing about a month, the fleet aitempt-
ed to force the channel, believing
that it had silenced the forts. It
had, gut only for a time. Silencing
a fort and destroying it are two sep-
arate maiters, and each fort was re-
cecupied as soon as the firing ceased.
In their attempt to fores the channel
three gattleships—the French Bouvet
and the British Irresistible and Ocean
—were literally blown out.of the
water and destroyed by mines, and
several other ships put out of action
by shell fire of the lznd forts.

and the lesson had been cruelly
driven home by the naval losses sus-
tained. The naval forces prectically
withdrew, being content with long
range firing, and putting the matter

their own defeat. The mnet result of
the naval operztion then was to ai-
tempt a task themselves which was
physically impossible, and in doing
so, by depriving the situation of all
element of surprise, to make it al-
most impossible for the army. The
operations of the army may then be
said to have dated from about April
1, although minor forces of marines
had been landed at Camber Beach
and along the shore of Morto Bay
about a month before.

The function of the army was in -
its elements exceedingly simple,
though the task was most difficult.
It was to take Kilid Bahr by land,
with the assistance of the guns of
the fleet, taurn the strength of
this fort against the fort on the
Asiatic side, and so clear the Nar-

TOWS.

Just as in the original’fiaval opera-
tions, the land forces were al first
successful. In a comparatively short
time an advance was made from the
point of the peninsula, of about four
milas to their position south of Xrith-
ja. Their line, with very small vari-
ations of a fe whundred yards here
and there, extended from the Dar-
danelles at the mouth of Chomak
Dere, across a plateau about 300 feet
high, south to the town of Krithia,
and thence to the Aegean shore at
the point near Kurkha BIuff.
And here they were held for
months, unable in spite of the most
heroic efforts on the part of the Aus-
tralian colonizl and the French
troops, which had been landed from
Lemnos and Tenedos. The losses saf-
fered in these attacks were great.
Great Britain alone has reported over
100,000 in killed, wounded, and miss-
ing.
The reasons for the failure of the
allied land forces to make any ma-
terial impression on the Turkish de-
fense are two. The first was that,
warned by the bombardment of the
forts at the gateway of the strait, the
Turks had prepared their positions
with a thorouzhness characteristic of
the German officers who commanded
them. The bombardment, it will be
remembered, began ‘on February 25,
and it was the middle of April before
the army really went into actlon.
The Turks therefore had gt least six
weeks in which to prepare. !
The second is the topographical
nature of the country itself. which
oreatly augmented the defeasive
strength of the Turks’
lipoli is a confused tangle of hills
rising at numerous points to sum-
mits of from 300 to 600 feet; though
along one stretch, on the Gulf of
Taros, there is a continuous height
of over 1,000 feet. This is the rea-
son why a landing could not be ef-
fected further north. .- =~
It is faily well watered by numer-
ous little streams which wing in and
out between the series of-fiflls. 1Its
communications by land iare poor.
One fairly good, roughly pdved road
runs the full length of thé peninsuia
from Sedd-el-Bahr to the town of Gal;
i and from there’'om to Bulair,

o

lipo!
where the peninsula is -galy three
miles wide. Unless a Tailroad has

been laid by the Germabs:Since the
war began, there is IO ““artificial
means of communication of any sort
and the forts are dependent entirely
on roads for their supplies: 5

From Sedd-el-Bahr - te "a point
somewhat north of-the Narrows the
Buropean side dominates the Asiatic,
<o that if the land forces on Gallipoli
wero successful the way could be
readily cleared for the advance of
the ficet. The Turkish line in front
of the Krithia pos‘tion is tioroughly
eyparded from any attack against the
flanks. In front of either there is a
deep ravine that breaks in from the
| coast. These ravines have almost
nerpendicular sides and therefore
protect from direct assault any line
formed behind them.

The line runs behind both ravines
and follows the general line of the
hills between the Aegean and the

squarely up to the army in admitting an

pOSttiOn- Gal-|-

Dardanelles. The town of Krithia,
on the outskirts of which the Allies’
line runs, could not be held by the
Turks were it really a part of the
Turkish defense. But it is not. The
entire basin in which the town is
located is entirely controlley by two
dominating bill positions in the main
defensive line. These two points are
absolutely essential to the Allies’ ad-
vance. Krithia, although on the only
road to the Turkish base at Maidos,
is more than useless unless the posi-
tions which control it are either
Broken or made untendble by artil-
lery fire.

Behind the Turks’ position there is
vet another, the plateau of Pasha
Dagh, which includes the fort at
Kilid Bahr, which position is fully as
strong as the Achi Baba position.
To accomplish anything, therefore,
the -Allies would not have to take one
alone but both—and in nearly eight
months' fighting they had not taken
the- first. i

Frontal attacks against the Turk-
ish line having been carried out for
some months without kaving pro-
duced any result except a great ex-
penditure of shell and a hedvy loss
in effectives, the Allies' -methods
changed and a threat was made
against the Turkish line of supply.
This took shape in the landing-.of
forces at Suvla Bay and at Anzat
Cove. <

From these points, particularly
from the latter, the way to the Ger-
man base at Maidos is through com-
paratively open country. Just inland
from Suvla or Little Anafarta Bay is
the Salt Lake lying low in a sea
level plain. There are several roads,
none of them rarticularly good, tra-
versing the plain, all of which, direct-
Iy or indirectly, connect with the
main road from Bulzir to Maidos.

It wes apparently the object of the
British to advance along one of these
roads and cut the Turkish line of
communications. This is indicated
by the landing at Anzac Cove, from
which there is an absolutely flat pas-
sage to tke strait, the distance to be
traversed not being more than five
and a half miles. The valley through
which the advence would have to be
made, however, is flankcd by hills.
Either side would, of course, have
to be cleared before the line could bef
extended across this patt of the
peninsula. Every indication was that
the eye of the British was on the
connecting Gaba Tepe with Khelia
Bay. But the Anafarta line was no
more successful in its progress than
that at Krithia. Both were, and for
some time had been, absolrtely at a
standstill when the Teston-Bslgar
drive on Serbia was inahglrated.

" The true reasor for this move by

the Germans does not concern us

here. The apparent reason was the|
approaching exhaustion of the Turk-
ish supply of ammunition. - Whether
such a shortage existed or mot, no
one knows. There is some doubt of
it, in spite of recent reports, as there
is anenormons ammuxition factory

.just outside of Constantinople, which

This was enough to indicate the "has a capacity almost if not equal to

vital mitsake the admiralty had made, [the demands of such a short defensive

line as that held by the Turks. At
any rate, it had become evident that
unless such a shortage did exist, there
was practically no hope of the Brit-
ish overcoming the Turkish resist-

ce.

Nish, the Serbian junction of the
Oriental railroad from Bérlin to.Con-
etantinople, fell in a short:time after
the Serbian invasion began, and both
the Danube and the Oriental rail-
road were thrown open to Teuton
traffic. If the Turks’ amrunition
had got low there was nmow in sight
a full replenishing of the supply. The
last British hope o: a real Gallipoli
success had vanished.

During the Russian disasters ot
the late spring and summer the Rus-
sian press choked hostile criticisin
of the Allies’ iraction by dilating on
the need for Russian development of
Constantinople, the only feasible
southern port, and stilled the mur-
murings of the people by rzcounting
the great work the British soldiers
were ding at the Hellespont.

The peoples of the Far East,
who are in a position to strike
Tngland a severe blow through her
colonies, were watching the pro-
gress of the Moslem and wonder-
ing whether the pistol which Eng-
land had for years been holding at
their heads was not, after all, an
empty one. With nothing to oc-
cupy their army at their own doors
what couild the Turk do agalnst
Egypt and Suez, what would hap-
pen in Mesopotamia and along the
Bagdad railroad?

On the ofher hand, there were the
Balkans, seething, boiling, until it
seemed that the explosion must come
without delay. Bulgaria already in
arms against her; Greece, under the
tremendous pressure of Berlin on the
Kaiser's sister, refuzing to abide by
her treaty with Serbia; Rumania, the
most powerful of them all, scornirg
all ‘offers, being openly tempted Db¥
Berlin gold and listening to the voice
of the tempter.

And Great Britain knew, and
knows now, that help from Rumania
and Greece could only come when an
allied victory was assured; knew that
to do otherwise was to court not de-
feat, but destruction. Such was toe
situation, and it is no wonder that
the British—press, public and minis-
try—were in 2 state bordering on
emotional insanity.

The British hesitated, and Serbia

was lost. Then the ministry moved.
A council of the allied chiefs was
held in Calais; Lord Kitchener was
‘dispatched to *the. Levantine battle
grounds. Whether the latter event
was due to the pressure of the
French is not knowax.

But it is significant that at the
time of the Calais meeting it was
stated that Joffre demanded. that the
British concentrate their eastern
forces in a drive through the Bal-
kans, which, by implication, meant
to cease wasting efforts in an impos-
sible field, merely for the moral ef-
fect involved. Whether or not there
was truth in tke rumor, Kitchener,
whose missfon was kept silent, went
to Gallipoli, transmitted the orders
of. his govercment to the officer in
command, and returzed, and the cur-
tain.was drawn over one of the most
spectacular efforts the great war has
“produced. T

CARRANZA WINS

Yilla Generals Give Over Control of
Much Territory. '

The Carranza de facto government
is in official control of the former
Villa state of Chibuahua by virtue of
an agreement reached by Gen. Rob-
erto Limon, Gen. Mauel Banda, Lieut.
Col. Flaviano Paliza and Col. Euar-
do Andalon and Andreas Garcia of
the Carranza consulate by which
about four thousand troops and the
organization of the Villa government.
including the cities of .Juarez and
Chihuahua and all border points, ac-
cept Carranza domination. The agree-
ment grants ammesty to all except
Gen. Villa and his brother, Hipolito.

a plant of its own.

NEED ARMOR PLANT

TERESTING FACTS

—_—

GONGRESS SHOULD ACT

Extracts From Report of Secretary
Daniels Upon the Advisability of
Establishing an Armor Plate Foun-
dry Owned by the Goveﬁmmt of
This Country. '

.$While the navy department. has
been able 2o supply other important

petition, in the purchase of armor
plate it has been restricted to making
these large purchases practically
without competition. The natural re-
sult has been that the makers of
armor plate aand for some years they
have practically charged the same
price per ton, In my report for 1913
I recounted the fact that when bids
were invited for the Arizona, all three
of these firms made identically the
same bid to & cent. They justified
this sham' of bidding by saying that
upon the last award when the newest
of the companies underbid the two
older ones the department made an
award of one-third of the quantity
desired to each firm at the lowest
figure quoted. Thereafier there was
no incentive on the part of the new
company to compete in bidding, be-
cause when it made a lower price it
only received one-third of the con-
tract. :All the bids made then were
rejected, and when the manufacturers
found the department would not pay
their price, a redueticu of $111,873
was made for the Arizona's armor
over the price of that charged for the
Pennsytvania, bought in 1512, The
next vear, when bids were opened for
armor plate for three ships, upon the
basis of buying at wholesale, it was
patural to expect a material reduc-
tion in the price, but the three com-
panies submitted bids for only a trifle
less than the price they received for
the armor for one ship in the preced-
ing year. All these bids befng re-
jected, upon the second opening of
bids the department effected a sav-
ing of $738,648. Tho prices quoted
this year for battleships No. 43 and
No. 44 are practically the same .as
for the California, Idaho, and Missis

ppi. ;

It has been demonstrated beyond-
controversy that the prices charged
by the armor plate plants have no
reference to competition and little

reference to the cost of production.

Recently one of these armor plate|
factories at Midvale, Pa., the young-|

est of the three and the ome that

some years agoé underbid the others,
has passed into new hands. What ef-
fect this change of ownership will|
have remains to be seen. In the|

light of past experience there seems

to be no hope for better prices for the
government except by the creation of
Under these con-
ditions there is little probability of
securing armor plate at 2 reasonable
price from private companies unless
the government itself erects a plant
and is able to manufacture armor
plate whenever private companies do
not fix a fair price. The last session
of congress appointed a committee
composed of the chairmen of the
naval affairs committees, House and
Senate, and the chief of the bureau of
ordnance. This commitiee made in-
vestigations and its report was filed
toward the close of the last session of

tion was taken upon it, as the com-
mittee had been unable to complete
its report until a2 short time before
adjournment of congress. It [s to be
regretted that when the committee
underiook the investigation it had no
opportunity to compare the cost of
making armor plate in this country
with the cost abroad or to make a
comparison of the operation of such
a factory in various countries.

When the recommendation was
first made for an armor plate factory,
it was expected that the committee
would secure from other countries
much information that.would throw
light upon the actnal cost of a plant
and its- operation. With no oppor-
tunity to make such comparisons or
to see any plants in operations ex-
cept the three in our own country, the
committee, with this limited oppor-
tunity to ascertain the world facts,
made its report. It estimated that if
our government should estahlish a
plant with the capacity of 10,000
tons, armor plate could be manufac-
tured at $262.79 per tonm, or a fac-
tory with 20,000 tons capacity at
$230 per ton. The price charged the
government for the last armor plate
parchased was §425 per ton, and the
price in 1913 was $454 on contract
let March 3, 1913, and $440 per ton
on contract let November 17, 1913,
and in 1912 (before the S-hour law
became effective) $420 per ton. This
sHows that a very large saving can
be effected if the Congress makes an
appropriation in accordance with m¥
recommendations for the erection of
an armor plate plant.

In addition to the saving that could
be effected, there is another consid-
eration in faver of such a govern-
ment owned and operated plant that
is entitled to great weight. The
armor plate which we are now using
on our ships has depended for im-
provements iargely upon the recom-
mendations of our expert naval offi-
cers. Such improvements as the ser-
vice can suggest acerue to the private

‘companies making the armor plate.

As they may also manufacture for
foreign governments, these improve-
ments are open to all the world when
they should belong only to the Ameri-
can people.
ourselves all the adva
the skill and knowledge of naval ex-|
perts give to private marufacturers
ought to belong (o our navy. This
additional reason for the establish-
ment of a government plant is not to|
be lightly regarded. Japan has erect-|
ed its own armor making plant. All|
that it learns about the process 1S
kent a strict secret and is not known
outside of Japan.

The recomm.endation I ‘urged i
1912 and again in 1914 for the estab- |
lishment of an armor plate plant was|
not a new proposition. It had bee
made before. Indeed. the a
was so strong and so convincing that
the naval aet of June T. 1609, after

ntages which

tain ships, contained the following
provision:

“Provided, That the seeretary of
the navy is lierehy av thorized to pro-
cure by contract armor of the best
montity for any or all vessels above
referred to., provided such contracts
can be made at a price whieh in his
judgment is reasonable and enuita-
| }Je: but in case he is unable to make
contracts for armor under the ahove
conditions. he is hereby anthorized
and directed to procure a site for and

SECRETARY OF NAVY GIVES IN-

needs in markets affording some com-|

=

the Sixty-third Congress, but no ac-|

The ability to retain for|
| tion was fo racommend th

| department 1as

reument |

anthorizing the construction of cer-|

'TURKS CLAL MUCH SPOIL
IN BRITISH EVACUATION

S~
Constantinople Says Attack Was Too
| Violent.to be Withstood—*Three
Wounded,” Says London.

Berlin reporfs by wireless: Enor-
mous quantities of ammunition, can-
noz, and tents were taken by the
Tu-ks on the withdrawal of the Brit-
ish from the -positions evacuated on
the Gallipoli peninsula, it was offi-
cially anncounced in the Turkish quar-
ters rep~rt dated December 20, re-
ceived from Constantin ple. The re-
port states that the withdrowal of the
British from the Anzac and Suvlz bay
districts of the Gallipoli peninsula
came as the result of a violent offen-
sive on the part of the Turks who in-
f].i:étead hea;:‘y losses on the British
jand drove t To,ths gea, The state-
'menllt‘ i’ollo’gﬁ‘gﬁEL =
| e urkism@"e-ﬁ%gg the nights
Eof December 1535y atier heavy a‘gtﬂ—
| lery preparation, began an attack
| against the enemy’s position mnear
| Anafarta and Ari Burnu. The enemy
in order to check this attack made a
general attack along: the whole Sead-
dul Bahr front which completely faii-
ed with enormous losses.

“In view of the certainty of Turk-
"ish success in advances toward the
north the enemy during the night of
December 19-20 hastily withdrew
part of his troops. The enemy was
unable to impede the pursuit by the
Turkish troops, so that no enemy

| Ari Burnu.

“Enormous quantities of ammuni-
tion, cannon and tents were taken.

“An enemy hydroplane was shot
down and the occupants taken pris-
oner.”

London reports: When the British
forces withdrew from the positions
at Suvla Bay and Anzac on the west-
ern shore of the Gallipoli peninsula,

their total caghalties were three men
wounded, ﬁn‘_mg-to an official an-

nouncement: ‘S:x guns which were
left when the Eritish withdrew from
the Suvla position, it was added.

FORD PARTY'S PEACE PLANS

———

Originator is Ready to Furnish Al

Necessary Cash.

A dispatch from Christiana via
London says the first -detailed an-
nouncement of the plan for the peace
expedition headed by Henry Ford was
made Sunday at a meeting held under

“f'the auspices of the Students and Pro-

fessors of the University of Chris-
tiania. Besides the one hundred and
fifty Americens already in the party
ten people are to join from each of
the following countries: Norway.
Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Spain
and Switzerlané. After Stockholm
and Copenhagen have been Tisii..
all will assemble at The Hague. Tt
is stated that William Jennings
Bryan will be among the Americans
if he accepts the invitation. Twenty-
one delezates will be empowered to
sit indeficitely. They will have 2
two-fold mission:

First, to suggest possible means f
peace; second to receive overtures
for peace directly from the bellig-
erents.

Mr, Ford, it was publicly announc-
ed, would place unlimited funds back
of the permanent peace conference at
The Hague.

Augmented by other peace advo-
cates, the party will leave for Stock-
holm. :

NGTE GOING TO AUSTRIA

—_—

Secretary Lansing Announces Dis-
patch of Our Last Word.

Secretary Lansing announced Mon-
day that the second American note to
Austria on the sinking of the Ancona
rad gone forward Sunday and should
reach Vienna Tuesday night. While
Mr. Lansing gave no intimation of its
contents, the note is understood to be
a virtual reiteration of the original
American demands with the implica-
tion that it is the United States’ last
word on the subject.

The text of the note will be issued
for. publication in newspapers Wed-
nesday afternoon, Mr. Lansing said.
The note is about six hundred words
long and although characterized by
those acquainted with its worging, as
firm in tone, is said to be somewhat
less sharp than the first note in the
tenor of its derands.

It is based squarely, according to
these- officials, on the Austrian ad-
miralty’s own version of the Ancona
sinking and wtile reference is made
to American victims and survivors,
the reference is said to be more nci-
dental than direct. ;

i

to erect thereon a factory for the
manufacture of armor, and the sum
of $4,000,000 [s hereby appropriated
toward the erection of said factory.”

in the next contract after the act
of June 7, 1900, for armor plate the
price charged the government was
$420 per ton for class A (Krupp)
and $400 per ton for class B (Har-
vey). These prices are exclusive of
royalties whica the governrment had
to pay, as follews: Krupp, $21.85 per
ton, and Harvey, $11.20 per tom. The
secretary of the navy evidently, “in
his judgment,” thought -the price
“reasonable and equitable,” for he
took no step t? spend the $4,000,000
appropriated toward the erection of a
factory for the mznufacture of armor,
which he was directed to do unless he
could secure a “reasonable and equi-
table” price.

Tn 1895 the same conditions which
forces us to pay the price the manu-
facturers charjse for armor plate caus-
led the then secretary of the navy.
| Hop. Hilary 4. Herbert, to make an
investigation in this counlry and
abroad. The result of his investiga-
e building
of a government plant. No action
was taken. as his report was made
only a short time before his term ex-
pired. Since the passage of the naval
act of June 7, 19¢0, directing the
secretary of {he navy to erect a fac-

ltory for the manufacture of armor

unless he could make contracts for it
“at a price wbich in his judgment i3
reasonable and eguitable.” the navy
spent $76.195.960
for armor for its ships. Itis believed
that if the intent of conzress in order-
| ing the erection of & factory had been
{ ed out at that time, the govern-
ment would have saved erong’
monev on armo- plate te own & plant
{as large as that owned by all thre
lof the vrivate companies, and in the
meantime to have supplied the armor
plate for its cwn ships at a less price
| than it lias been compelled to par.

rarri

| Taken off U. S. Steamer.

| _Wilhelm Garbe of Brooklyn, purser
of the American steamer Borinnuen,
| was removed from the vesse! off the
! narbor of San Juan. P. R.. by officers
|of the Frernch cruiser Descartes, ac-
icording to the Borinquen’s skipper.

troops nmow remain at Anafarta or|pj

T0 INVATE EGIFT

LONDON HEARS OF GERMANY’S
THREATENING OFFENSIVE

———

TRADE ROUTE OF VALUE -

Rumors of Great Preparation and the
Construction of a New Railway
Causes Some to Expect a Serions
Effort to Strike Suez—Other
Fighting in Africa.

A special dispatch from London
says the official announcemenfeinf
General Smith—Dorrien's new com-
mand in East Africa, combined with
various reports tending to corrobo-
rate the belief that an attack on
Eg:_rpt and the Suez Canal—the wasp
waist of the British empire—will be
the next blew the German headquar-
ters staff will seek to deliver, is re-
ceiving serious consiceratien.

The immense strategical possibili-
ties of the world war furnish a fas-
cinating study. Sir Horace Smith-
Dorrien’s appointment suggests, in
the words of The Westminster Ga-
‘zette, that *“‘the operations in East
Africa are destined to take on a more
important character than they have

itherto possessed.” >

WitL the operations in the Kame-
run practically completed, German
East Africa is the only remaining
German colony to be subdued, and its -
possession will be a valuable asset to
the British empire, especially India.
Germany is understood to possess &
force of about 7,000 whites at her
disposal there, and she has not hesi-
tated to arm large numbers of the
native population, «hich numbers
10,000,000. The British forces in
East ‘Africa in the early stages of the
war copsisted only of two battalions -
of the King's African Rifles—native
troops—some 3,000 native police in
British East Africa and Uganda, and
some small white leviles., These were
reinforced later by Indian troops.

The German and British forces

“| hkave come into contact on wvarious

occasions, the two most important re-
sults being the failure of a British

‘attack on the German port of Tanga

and the British capture of Bukoba.
the chief German base on Lake Vic-
toria Nyanzd.
Nothing in the nature of an at~
tempt to conquer werman. 5
Afriea, which is one and a half times
the size of Germany, has hitherto
been attempted, but the appointment
of & general of the fame of Sir Hor-

ace Smith-Dorrien leads to the ex-

nectation that a coup of tkis kind is
now in preparation.
Some criticism of the plan
heard; chiefly on the ground that it
is a “policy of small packets,” and
that such forces as will be placed at
General Smith-Dorrien’s d
cobuld be more usefnlly employed:
where. S
Egypt is the particular place the - =
critics have in view. Although the
British garrison in -thaf country has
been greatly is:reased and,:in. the
opinion of the military cuthorities/is
adequate to repel Germarn-Turkish =t-
racks, some authorities hold that the
characteristic British habit of despis~-
ing the enemy may once again be up-
duly influgncing the govérnment’s
councils,*” - g
Scattered information leads te

the
belief that the reports of 2 projected,
great drive by combined Turkish and
German forces, led by General-von
Mackensen,. on the..Suez.canal are
well founded. According.to informa~-
tion, the extension of fhe railway
line from Constantinopleto Damas-
cus by the construction of .a.double
tracked line from Damascus tor.the
Egyptian frontier is--being.-pushed
rapidly. This line is said now to be
completed to a peint within ffty——
miles of the -Sinai périnsula, to the
east of the canal, and: the completion
of the entire railway is expected by
February 1. The coutse of-this rail-
way is shown in the.acgempanying A T
map, the dotted lines indfcating the
alternative routes across-the-desert,
which probably presented.themselves -
to the German engineers: - The Suez
canal has been called “thexwasp of
waist of the British empire,” and its .
loss would be very severely feit by
ﬂllle powers opposed-to~the Teutonic
allies. . 2

Reports from ~Syria of ~Tarkish
preparations are regarded :@s sesious,
and travelers from Syria, spe of
strong concemtrations ~ "6f “Turkish
troops at Jerusalem and Jaifs. »The
Jerman General Trussem rq%a incom-
mand of an army of 70,(¢% men at ' -
Ghaza, and General von.Mackegsen, -
according to report, will have su-.
preme commaud of the ardF ol in-
vasion in Egypt. - .

. s
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RUSSIANS SEIZE: VARNA;

TROOPS ON BULGAR SOIL

—_—e TR

Sixteen Transports are Supposed to
Have Landed Soldiers at |
Bulgarian Port. . .
The ZLondon Daily Chronicle: re-
ports the captire of Varfa, Bul-
garia’s chief seaport, by the-Ruseizns.
It says the bombardment of ithe Rus-
sians silenced the ‘Bulgarian “guns
and lzid the town in ruins, the garri-
son suffering heavily, BT 1
The Russians then, according to
the report, landed infentry-and ‘Srtil-
lery without loss and, in .suffigiert
force to hold the town against¥Bul-
garian attack. S
The arrival of the expedition off
the Bulgarian coast was ‘reported
sarlier in the day by the Athens cor-
respondent of the Exchange Tele-
zraph company. His-dispatch said:
3 Russian cruiser and.twofde~
strovers which are convoying sixfeen
transports filled with froops have ar-
-ived off the Bulgarian coast:and are
homabrding Varna vigorously.”™
The Bulgarian port of Varna is on
the Black sea a few miles south of
the Rumanian border. . It is a rail-
road terminus. This city” and Bur- -
xas, fifty miles further south, are the
wrincipal Bulzarian Black Sea ports.

&
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Father Saves Child.. - 3

Frank Edgerton of Central Vil

lage, Conn., saved the life'of his five-

+ear-old daughter when she slipped =
through the railing of a river bridse,
by diving forty feet into the Wwat¥r
aud rescuing her PR

Costs Turks More.

The opening of railroad communi-
cation from Turkey to Austria and
Germany has resulted in’a consider-
ahle inecrease in the price ol neces-
saries of life in Turkey, seys a Havas—~
ditspateh from Athens. 7 ™




